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COSANTA.

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY, 1913-21.

STATEMENT BY WITNESS.

Witness

. His Excellency, Sedn T. 0'Kelly,
rue an Uachtardin,
’ Phoenix Park,
Dublin,

Identity.
Speaker, D41l Bireann, 1920; '
Irish Representative, Paris & Rome, 1920-21;

Minister for Local Government & Finance, 1932-45;
President of Ireland, 1945-1959.

Subiject.

National activities, 1898-1921,

o Conditiens, if any, Stipulated by Witness.

Nil.

Form B.S.M. 2




»

| O/ | | u —Ki : .-
. @ OP\‘G‘N C\Bem oG TR REAU OF MILITARY HisTORY 101321} -
ks q, Qewseo 7‘ 2 avbioles 47 Mﬂ% BURD STAINEMILCATA 1913:21 .
- b‘M"NO; W.S. [Es '
DREAGH%’fo“ﬁf“g ? ‘?5, Galaddes T
JL/;O'/M
After the 1anding of the guns and ammunition at Kilcoole
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probably the next 1mportant eveﬂii;:ﬁid n&%upaiiy be the declaration
of War by Great Britain. This, naturally, had a serious effect
on our lives, activities and aspirations. All of us active in the
Republican ;:;ement at once realiged that with the coming of war in
. ~ Europe the time of action for us had also arrived. This was to be,’
the texting time especially for the members of the I.R.B. our o
gospel always had been that independence could only be won through
a fightg E%rce must be used to drive the English out of Ireland.
We felt all along that the British would betray the Irish
. | Parliamentary Party and the people 1n Ireland who supported that
% Party and the Home Rule ‘movement . We believed, therefore, that
" it was our duty to step in and to orgahise the.youth of the -
country for a fight which we felt must. take place before the war

now beginning in Europe would have come to an end,

I think I can say with truth that the announcement that war
had begun in Europe was welcomed with real Joy, certainly by the
men of the I.R.B. Their feeling generally was that now their time

™

had come. The opportunity for which theyhad hoped and prayed
for Bb long was now fheira, and it was, they felt, up to them to

Vo

Bee that they ierekready and willing to make the fulleat possible
use of that opportunity so as to win complete independence for
Ireland.

They were, of course, interested in watching closely the
developments with regard to the Home Rule Bill then, as recently

L&»:.‘.J‘L “‘4

stated,,on the Statute Book. The Bill had passed before the ‘\
- K Eurgpean War broke out. It was enacted but the date of its \
i?_ opera%&en had not been announced. Mﬁchtas been written and
published about the BuckinBham Palace Conference called by King
_@eorge V of England who tried to get agreement between the British

Government, the Irish Parliamentary Party, and the spokesmen of



> cm c

B ¥

that reaulted from s et

vz, eount:.ee were-to be cut out
R,
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. wmﬁ "the Uleter Unionist Party". The reaﬁIt‘orx

u%;tnnokingham Palace Oonferenee 18 well~known a‘fﬂ- he fallure

it = Rt
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'l‘he faet that the Home Rule Party lea by Redmond had

”agreed to the :I.ntroduction of Partition in Ireland under the

'-Home Rule Aet, whether the partition %
AL Drbeer s,

was to ‘be only "temporary" or not andwhatever—aamber—of-

Bl 2 S L Y AP .‘

.Enle-ﬁoverment in Ireland had ts effect ‘on our people here—-

e.,-'l'

cat—home-.- We wené a11 out to convinoe particularly the youth

of the country that the Irish Parliamentary Party had, as uaual,

' been betrqyed by the Britiah Government. We used every ;

possible opportunity,-..preea and platform, to denounce this

betrayal, and to € xpress our belief that the Home Rule Act
never . - '

- would Emix be piit into operation. We believed that the out-
) break of the war '.ln Europe would 'be ueed ‘by the British
_ Government ae an excnae to poatpone ‘the putting into operation

- of the Home Rule- Act.’ We urged on’ the youth to Join the Irish.

Volunteera, train and arm themselves for a fight that we were |
urging was the only means of bringing e.n’hem to British |

_ domination in Ireland

2 r
1 .

AN

e meﬂe& Home -

I think one reault of the outbreak of the European war was

to bring a great accession of strength to the Volunteerﬂ -

.movement. I do ,not know if any records exiet to beer out what

I way, ‘bnt mny reeolleetion is that immediately after the out-

break of war definitely new Companles' ‘of volunteera were
_eetabl:lahed 8ll over the oountry. o

i

We of the I.R.B. all watched anxiously to see shat polilcy
would be adopted by the Irish Parnamentary Party on the
queat:lon of the war in Europe. We hoped e_arneetly and prayed
that the Redmond Party would be, ae ve would put pt, strong in
their dealinge with Great Britain and refuee to have hamnd, act

or pert in the war on Englam'a eide ao long as Britain refuaed

. !
L
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to put into_'eperatiqe i;he gome R\iie Aet‘e]..r‘eady peeeed .‘ ‘wé
thoughf; that this outbreak of war in- Europe would give Redmond
enﬂ his Party tg; real chance to force England to grant. Home
Rule for the ‘whole thirty-two counties of Ireland. We
undoubtedly had feara that Redmonﬂ and hie friends might go
over g:he Br:ltieh eide in the war after they got thelr Home |
Rule Act put 1nto operation. We feared that they would evm
acoept partition though we thought they need not accept .
per%—i—{-it-;n now because the Brit:l.eh were in such great
dirfieultiee anﬂ would be 8o heppy to get Ir:leh aupport in the
war that, 1f preeeed, we felt they would agree to the

hardeet tems that .Tohn Redmond and his Party could demand

%—ﬁ; Wsras
Some of our »ITR-J:. and I.R.B. people felt a11 through

_Vthia period that Redmond mnpt certainly, being a week man,

morld glve way to the. Br:ltieh demenﬂ for his support 1n the war,
'They felt that Redmond and ‘his moet intimate colleagues in the
Parliamentery Part.y were too englieieed and too pro—Britieh

to stand up strongly for Ireland's rights at this &iffivuilt

moment whon England was in such serious trouble. Many of
them feolt th'et mm 'Devlj.n and. Dillon had lindeedf

already succumbed,to Briti_eh 1n£1n_ence and pressure. They
had certainls aureendered on the question of, let us say

: "temporery"{partition, and mamr felt that they would

enrrender again on the queation of ;Io:l.n:lng up with Britain
in the war ageinet Gemany There was, undoubtedly, &
d:lfference of opim.on in our own ranks as to what was likely-
to be the poliey to be adopted by the Ir:leh Perliamentery

' Perty. Some people thought e:reu—that Redmond end Dillon

and Devlin might be so pro-Br:ltieh as. to Join with Britain

1n that war w 7 ' m  the
-ez'artr. eltheugh eome mem'be?ga Ene\r that ‘the people Ireland .

would noét stand for or approve of such a policy. 8o we,

a;LJ--a#.-u'e whatev_e_r view we. took on the poeeible‘outeome of the
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oonoultatiooe_‘ then going oﬁ amongst the membeﬁs of the Irish
Parliamentary Party, watched anxiously to see if Redmond and
'his Party would join' the Britieh in'the war, " I do not '
renmembear n_ow"tl';é'date' that Mr, ROlmond made his declaration
in the British House of comone announcing that the Irish -
}rliementary Party would stand by Britain in her Ibur of trial,
-/#rf a8 a result of this etatement by John Redmond announcing his
' eupport of the Britieh in the war that Sir Edwarg Gray inade
Aex tﬁ:a.te.t::ea% X X that Ireland was -
"the one‘br.ight .opot” in this crisis, |

" Redmond's etatement of poliex,g;whlch waisa as far as we knew .
accepted unan:lmouely by the Irish Parlie.mentary Party, cleared
| the air 80 far as wo were concerned. We' knew now exactly.
where we stood and the heavy responsidilities that lay'?a‘lue.
Shortly after thn statement in the British House of Commons
Redmnd came baok to Ireland and atter a few.weeks ocalled a

public meeti fgr arty at Woodenbridge wm

tmmmmm Aughavanagh, Go. Wicklows At this
meeting at Woodenbridge which was held on the 20th September.
1914, Redmond announced thesTwet that he and the Irish ‘
Parlismentary Party favoured recruitment for the British Amy.
He urged the young meo of Ireland to join the Army and fight
for England in the war now in progress. This attitude
| towarde recruitment for the British army by the Irish
‘Parliamentary Party came as a shock to a great many people, '
even 1no1ud.1.ng some of Redmonﬂ' g‘m most enthusiastic
eupporters-&!b—l-relena ) %—eeurae f’gx- almoat a century there
had been at all t:l.mee ‘many Irish who through want, poverty or
unemployment had b_een, or felt ;hey had been, obliged to Jjoin
the British army. Others with pro-Britieh tendencies, '
B Catholics as well as those of other faiths, joined the British

army ae officers in pretty large numbers also.
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, We of the I.R.B. and/yinn Fein, and the membera of
Fianna Eireann had, over a good many years, carried on a _
jpnetty actiye,anqqaome;imes a pretty ¥igorous campaign againsg

_recruiting for the British Army in Ireland, At -all times f

'recruiting for the-aéiQEgh had been actively conduoted by

agenta of the Britiah Army in every partxof the country. It -

' was a common thing to see recruiting sergeants at fairs and .

-markets. The recruiting sergeant usually had red white and

blue ribbons in his cap, and he was a fdmiliar figure generally

around the country. " At fairs he was usually well Bupplied |

with money and he would inwite young men to Jjoin him in a
j,w%—-

drink, Free drinks were offered to~qﬁvbeay who would accept :

themszand when they were well supplied with alcchol the |

récruiting aergeant woula [+ {e} eometime%,having recruited anything

from 10, 26—*or-30 young men according to the size of the fair f

-or the importance of the oocaeion.j . Though numbers of young~

men Joined the Britiah army I think it is correct to Bay that

Y A

. there was noﬂnns—in Ireig;n, North or Bouth. whare it was not
| looked upon as a diagrace tb*tns—ﬂamiiy to have one of their

children Join the British army, certainly up to the outbreak

o of the firat~wor1d war when recruitir for the British army

was formally approved of and-tn&uigeﬁain by the Irish
Parliamenxary Party.i' The ordinary people in Irelanﬂ in town
and oountrw'fegarded enlistment in the British Army as

acmething to be aahamed of. All this was _to be cgggged now if

Mr. Redmond and his party had their way. As soon as Mrv

A _
Redmend-had given the 1ead and announced tha;_the policy of the

Party~waa‘tonbe in favour of the war anﬂ in favour of helping
Britain in every way to win the war even to the extenﬂ of

encouraging the young man of Irelanﬁ to i u offe
Lt

“their lnn:tnnn lives in British military servicer Al this

cauaed great searching of hearts among the nationalist people

of the country.
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It-ahoulgfﬁo-rthMborOd'thao,the Irish Parliamentary Party
st111 had-a very strong hold on the minds of the vast majority
of' the Nationalist:people of Irelanﬂ..' It mst be remembered,
toog that the suhoidiéry organisation of the Irish Parliamentary
Party known as the Anclent Order of Hibernians was also a strong
and moat‘inrloential‘body in the country.. The two great
organisations supporting the Irish Parliamentary Partg, thetis —
ﬂ_ ; _ ‘_ H., united in enthusiastic
support of Redmond and Deviin and the Irish Parliamentary Party
peopie even to the exteﬁﬁ"of backing reoruatment for the
British Army 1n the war., Recruitment for tho'Britiah Army was
popular amongst the poorer classes of-people 1h oify and town
from. this time on because there ‘were generous allowances paid
every week to the wivea and familios of the men who enrolled in
the British Armw Some poor families whose hmeadwinners had‘pot
known ragular employment for‘dhngyyears when their husbands or-
their sooa Joined.the Britieh army under the influence of the
Irish Parliamentary leaderg/round themselves in comparatively
affluent circumstances and, of course, this had its effect

W

1nqgetning_more cecruit;;gnﬁ in making the families /living at |

home. enthusiastic in support of recruitment,

&MPM’V
' John Redmond announoe&-o public meeting to be addressed by

him in the Bull Ring in wexford for Sunday the Lth October.
This event,dudging by the wide publioity this meeting reooived’
was intended to be an 1mportant meeting, where &mpo*%ent A"
deolarationglof policy would be made by Redmond, and everything
was done to secure as large an attendance as poasible at—this—

gathening. B8pecial trains were run from Dublin and from

. Waterford and Kilkenny and thousands of people travelled in

these‘traiﬁs.‘ Everything possible was done by the Irish

"Parliamentary Party and the A.O.H. ‘to show by the size of the

‘meeti tha enthnaiaam that was to be worked up there that the

Irish people woro wholeheartedly in support of the new pol;oy

 of the Irish Parliamentary Party.
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The 22%2i2§j%£’£h13 meeting at Wexford was diseussed by
the I.R.B.-peopie-and 1t was decided that an effori should be

‘made to try. to smaah wp the Redmond meeting if this could be

done at all,or whioh there was grave doubt)becauee Wlexford town -
o
and district was the Place where the Redmond family on account
2Kl

of their 1ong and intimate assoolation with Wexford‘had always

-received enthneiaetic backing. ﬂoweyer, 1t was decided that -

an effort_ehould ‘be made-at'any‘rete to dierupt the'meeting,‘

'lif-iﬁ could;oottbe completely broken up. The I.R.B. peepte—

felt that meetings in support of recruiting should not be

-allowed to paea off quietly and peaceably, but that the young
‘\men of the oountry should be shown that there was still an

element of the country who Objected strongly to recruitment for

tne British Army 1n Ireland.

C As a.reeu1t=of thle consultation I was sent for and told’
that as I knew Wexford well and was personally acquainted with
thelq%gng men” of the town and district of Wexford I should go
to-Hexford a rew daye in advance of the Qoﬁ?ﬁt%meat meeting
(kth OOtober)-aaé-try to organisé theseé young men,many of whom
were members of the I.R.B.,to break up the meeting.

I diecussed the matter in great detail with MacDermoft

" . and Tom Clarke,and gave i$ as my view that Wexford was oné of
Legdf—" y )

the wouat placee where we -eould hope ézhorgenieﬁ. ppoeition to

.John-Redmond. From my knowledge of Wexford I felt that

Redmond was. oertain of a most enthneiaetio reoeption.' The vaet

majority of the people of that part of the country-were atill

" enthuatastdic followere of Redmond and é ggggmgule party. I

the
felt that any attempt by B small banquhat exieted in Wexford

4&fthought—i~migh$—be—dble—%e—encuuaogeﬂto=try to 1nterrupt the

meeting would get short eht;£3 from the masses of the people

-who would be preeent at the-meoting. However, I was ordereé

to try to mee what I could dq;_and do everything poaaible

. sl <

I;ooulé-to smash up the meeting. that was not possible)to
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eaﬁée an mndh'disturbanoe as possible so that notice would
have to be-taEQn_by tht Press that there was oona;defablp :
opposition to_Redmbpdfa reoruittng'ﬁolicy in the country.

I cycled to Wexford two or three days before the meeting:

‘and called on my I.R.B. friendsewho were um ¥ humerous~ -

1n and aronnd the town of Wexford anﬂ most of whom I had

recruited into the I.R.B. myself, and they bore out my view

that 1t would not be poaaible to smash the Redmonﬁ meeting.
Eventually, undep atrong preasure,qggeggzgfpana Ned Poley,
R. Browne, Je annott. walter Foleykanﬁ their frienda, some.
I.R.B, and some not in that organisation but atill opponents

of recruiting, agreed to.make. an attempt to cause trouble at

the meeting. We‘got placards printed with slogans lika'

"No recruits for the British Army" and phrases of that kind on
~them, Thsae were printed on carﬂboard which we nafled to |

8ticks, and our intention was to get 50 or 100 men to go into

- the middle of the gathering and as soon as Mr. Redmond would

be annnuncedx§o speak/to raise these placards, and, if possible,
to get them under the eyea of th%zg:maramen and to shout out
these.slogann and repeat them an@;interrnpt Redmonﬁ és much as

. possible., That was about all we thought we could do, =nd é@g

did aucceed in getting 50 or 60 men’ who agreed to carry these
placarda, even though they knew that they were ge&ag=tg=ba

" running the grave risk or at 1eaat a bad hammering once they

declared themselveé.and raiéed the ﬁiacards amongat the Redmond
followera who would, of cogzggiztag vigorous aotion againat

such attempta to 1nterruptiﬂ==ﬂﬁaﬁond.'

When the meeting actually began Ecknswfthat our men had

1

been placed as arranged at suitable spota in and around the | V
meeting. We were 'to wait until Mr. Redmond etood forward to |
address the meeting before declaring ourselveajhat@%ur arrangemeﬁ

LT Yo SR

were upset to our aurprise by the intervention of a laﬁy who, ”-@

Just as Redmond,having been introduced. by the Chairman. was T
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‘about to étep fbrward, stood up.on. a bbﬁiright in the middle

of the meeting and in front of the platform, call{zg{ggg:he
people ‘to repudiate Redmonﬂ and napnﬂiaxe recruiting, “We did

not at firat realiae who the lady was because she was heavily
' veilﬂ, but after ehe had spoken a few. words she threw back her
- veil and there was revealed to us Mrs. Sheechy Skeffington.

She was not allowed to say very much, but we realised that

‘this’ to a certain extgnt took the wind out of our sails. We

got our men to raise. their placards and to try to press into

©  the meeting to BubPOrt Mrs, Skeffihgton, but very few of our

men got very far ‘Mre Skeffington was lefg«alnns with two
LN d / Fiog Fe

or- three womeeigz::;gfound her., 8he was torn from the box,

her %pthea werqttorn off her, she was badly maltreated, and

qnheffe@%—wae_maéa-by a group of men'whnzhandled her very
roughly,-and ahonta,

the har‘bour"e —um'éfforts were b theae ,me to grag her
along, ‘tearing her clotheakgnd

Ythrow her into

. gggld and_canny_har—%o the harbour which was only a very short

distance away. and 1f the police hnd othera had not 1ntervenad,
Mrs Skeifington would have been thrown in by that bitterly

~ hostile crowd into Wexford harbour. However, after she had
been carried a co ergble diatance from the meeti the
: s SR 18

police and-etheya 1ntervened and much battered and torn and, I

am sure, veny much bruised, Mrs Skeffington was rescued.
all

in the’ meantime our men had received severe handlingcﬁéLa

Some of them were pretty big and hﬂhfty%ﬂﬂ%{gnd were fairly

well able to defend themselves againet
KMVW H’w.' "
q,iﬁ_ﬂgzg.a_hnndredrper—cent Redmo B they-made
fua&_ln_zhe—way>%hay~handied any of ouf*ﬁﬁﬁ who aucceeded 1n :
raising thelir placamda at that meeting/aa mgy of them did I

am glad to say.

~ Gertainly the harmony of the meeting was disturbed, but
credit for this goes more to Mrs. Skeffington and her work than
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to ahything wo. sudceeded 1ﬁ doing"--Redmond went on with his
meeting. I am sure he felt a shock because of the diaturbance

that had taken place but ncvertheless his meeting was

-an enthusiaatic-auccess and h> cou;d say that he had the support

of ‘the vast bulk of the people tﬁgt day for the policy

M

that he deolared should be th policy of xhaxxxxahx Ireland in

" this erisis.

o,
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- I think I should next deal with an 1mportant meeting
which wae called at the suggestion of gome membera of the

I.R.B. Bupreme Oouncil. I was consulted by Clarke and Mao R

'Dermott aa to whother it would be convenient for me to allow

an’ 1mportant moeting,whioh was propoaed should be held to»

*;.

consider thé new aituation éreated by the war in Europe, to ™

N s

take place in my office at 25 Parnell Bqnare. Theyexplained N,

that thoy wanted .a meeting of ropreeentativea of the different

Bational bodies whom,thsy regorded as anti-War, and they_
wished this to takelplaoe as seoretly-as possiblp, and they
thought that the Library or the Gaelic League which I used as

" an office would be a. suitable p lace if I oonaented ‘to have

it held there. ‘I agreed, and they asked me at onge 1f I '

" ‘would oonsent to ‘attend -the ‘meeting., I asked what the purpose

of the meeting was and they aaid to try to get the heada, or
at any rate the influential leaders amonget their sections ‘of

.. progressive Hational organisations together to considar what :

actiond could jointly be taken by them 1n viaw of the outbreak
of the Buropean War. From niy conversation with thase two
members of the Supreme Council of the I.R.B. I gathered.that
it was their intentionjzggtry'to orgéniae‘the progressivo -
or as othorsfmight oallftho extreme Nationalist - element to.
work togetoor to promote certain activitiee that they had in
mind tewards oohieving independence while the war oontinued.

As—=T—Bu¥, 1 consented to.the meeting being held in the
Library of the Gaelic League and I agreed to atteno the
meeting. 1 was told then that a number of impdrtant men in

the Volunteers would be invited to attend and that others to

be asked would be important people in the I;R;B. and in 8inn
Féin. I personally had nothing to do with the organising of
the meeting. I do not know who issued the invitations to the
various people who af terwards did attend the meeting, but I

presume they were.inﬂofma&iy invited by Seédn MacDermott acting
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for the I.R.B. SUPREMe Council.

In his book entitled "LABOUR AND EASTER WEEK", William
0'Brien the Labour leader, in the introduction gives an account
of this meet;ng and says phat the conferen¢9 wgs-arranged by
Eamoh Geannf. Eamon deannt probébly-was.responsible for
inviting Willlam 0'Brien to that meeting and maybe James
Connolly, but I am certain that the whole meeting was first

‘thought of and convened at the instigation and by the direct

actions of Tom Clarke and Seédn MacDermott.

'~ The meeting assembled at 25 Parnell Square at aboﬁt 730
or 8 p.m. in September, thres or four weeks after the outbreak
of the European Wapr. William 0'Brien in his note in the book
already referred to gives the date as the 9th September. This

| mayﬁe’correct, i am not sure and have no means of checking uar;
the actual date, I remember well Clarke and MacDermott being
preaent, also Arthur Griffith and Ma jor John MacBride. ‘

Padraig Pearse also was present as was Thomas McDonagh and

Josegh Plunkett., I certainl; remember William O'Brien being

present{ but.I am very hazy as to the presence of James
Connoliy ohose name is ﬁéntioned by Mr. O'Brien as having

been present at the meeting. There was one other man whose -
name is not méhtioned by Mr. O'Brien end that is a man named
Sedn Tobin. Tobin was, I think, then Ghairman of the Centres’'
Board. for Dublin of the I1.R.B. %444 o acton, TR Lo

Al G “-m-azu—a/’v‘l-.-f-—»

The meeting was a long one and as I try to recollect it

now it was opened by a statement made by Tom Clarke. Clarke

~went on to describe the world situation at the moment = Gt.

Britain being engaged in a war .and €8s efiorts tisw—were belng -
made by her to recruit young men into the Army to-fighf for her

~and for her allies, and the necessity for the Nationalist
M

_fozces to Fgfe actioeaggggszggfy.zg prevent recruiting, and
.

to—take~stepa<;o maite—use GB*thqusituation et--nen.

extsted to endeavour to secure the independence of Ireland.
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Glarke then inwited discuaeion and aeked everyone present

~to express hie opinionkyon what ehould be done to take the
'heet advantage of the npiiﬁ&cai situation that—tﬁ&ﬁzénﬁe%ed

: Everyone in turn gave hia viewa, and as I remember, all

agreed that a Joint effort by all the progressive Rationalisi
organieationa that favoured independenceiehould be made
before the end of bhe war to do everything poasible to
secune 1ndependenneer All present fully accepted this
policy. All the I.R B. people present were most anxicua

to hear what Arthur ariffith would say, and Griffith
expressed’ fullgzggeenx with the policy of getting all the
progreeeive“nationaliet forces to work-unitedly‘eﬂ§=%eamake

the-fu11ee%—peaeihle_nee_es—%hm—preeenﬁﬁaigaazian to win

. complete 1nﬂependenee before the end of the war.,

Ii is Juet'aa well-to call attention to the forcee that

those who were preeent at thw:lng repreeented. . A‘B'_\
wwhole H4—wag/Tor the IWarke and MacDermott
spoke. here were, of course, other I.R.B. men at the |

meeting likefPédraig,Pearee and S8edn Tobin and myself, =
but I imagine that Clarke and MacDermott should be regarded

_ as the official spokesmen of the I.R.B., - Pearse was not .

generally known at that time as a meﬂber of the I.R.B.

% He was known firet or all as a Gaelic Leaguer and then as an
'Vimportant man' in the Volunteer movement, but I think few

' outside the ieadizig peoplé in ‘the I.R.B. knew of his.
‘membership of that organieation. .Tobin was known to

. ¢ertain members of the I.R.B. 1n and around bublin as an
‘I.R.B. man but he was not a public figure in any sense.

Connolly,if he were there, and William O'Brien could
represent and speak for the Labour movement. - They'eould
certainli‘apeak for the pregreeeive Nationaliet element of

- the Labour movement in partieular. Gonnolly, of courae,

also could very definitely speak for the Citizen Army which,

‘though ‘not numerically etrong,_wae a force to be reekone@
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with in the $ity; @riffith represented, and could
certainly speak fof, 8inn . Péiners all over the country.
MaéBride was, of course, particularly well-known because of
‘his former membership of the Irish Brigade in the Boer War,
He was also all hiu aife known as a worker in favour of- _
separating Ireland from England. He frequently lectured :
on this subject in different parts of the country. I .
presume he wasfa'hember of: the Volunteers but I do not fhink
he ever attended parades. or other Volunteer activities.

MaéDonagh and'Plunkett,were kndwn as members of the Voluntéers

~ MacDonagh irn particular was very active in organising for

the Volunteers; He was out frequently addressing public'
meetings all over the city of Dublin, and in activities at

Volunteer headquarters he was a particularly wekk-known

_ figure. I think very few knew that he was a member of the
" I,R.B. I mey have been aware of it at that time but I d0'

not recollect .now when he became a member, or ‘if he was a
member al all before ‘the foundation of the Volunteers., It'.
is probable_tnat he and his friend, Joseph Plunkett, joined
¥p in or about the pame time. Famon Ceannt had been for
long an active worker in the Gaelie League though I do not
think he was a member of any political organisation. 'Hzm;
knew personally,to be strongly in favour of complete o
sepératidn from England. He may have been a nominal membery
of some Sinn Féib Club.but so far as I recollect he never
took an&,actiﬁe_part in 8inn Péin acfiiiﬁies. Immediately

on the foundation of the Volunteers he Joined up and became

very active in that mpvefffﬁjﬂ,1When he Jjoined the I.R.B.

Ciggg;nOt remember, —From the time he joined the Volunteers

' be became a close and intimate friend of Cathal Brugha.

Afteb protracted discussion - Bpeaking now from

- rqcoileotion - tﬁe'meeting unaminously agreed that an effoft

must be made to win complete independence for Ireland before .

the European War was brought to a close. ' It was agreed

\
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also that it would p?ebdhlx_be necessary to—ﬂe&n*thnse
" 'ef the forces that*were—aepreaented at that meeting to

work together to bring about the expulsion of the‘Britisn
from'Ireland by force if necessary. It was agreed, as I

recollect it, that all the forces and all the organisations

- with which the members present were associated should get
all the organisations they renresented or all those whom
they could influence;to fight conscription 1f the British

attempted to enforce eonacription in Ireland at any time

-during the war. - It wae agreed that the British should be

resisted, with: force if they attempted to aisarm the
Volunteers. ..It was agreéq that if the Germans made a
landing 1n'1relnnd that- the Powees- represented at the meefin(
ahould agpessto work with the Germans provided a formal
and satisfactory statement could be got from thé‘quernmenm

'n‘of Germany pledging themaelves if they landed in Ireland .
only to land there &0 as to help the Irish to expel the

British from Ireland and to win complete independence.

(\;§£¥euch a declaration could be got from the German

Governmenf‘li5!3gﬁggzgégﬁzﬁat\a German armed force should

be welcomed in Ireland to help to end British domination.

-It was certainly aggeed that mzxzztizm on no aocount would -

the Germans or—should theGermans- be helped unless an

T

Government that they did not intend to land in Ireland amd—
o itde, 5 ) K
to take Ireland-and ocoupy it permenently. Letly 1t Wag

agreed that shoudl it appear that the war was coming to an
end and that so far none of these other things already

mentioned had happened, an effort should be made by all

the organisations_repreaented at the meeting to organise -

insurrection in Ireland to drive the British out and end
) &

British govérnméntaerftho country.‘ZEEE we should become

- combatants in the war, and could claim as combatants a

hearing at the Peace cnnrerence that must follow when the

war came to an end.
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There may have been other things agreed to and decided |
upon ﬁt the meeting but I have set down here all that I_
remémbén‘5hd%*wag—agreeé~upunfﬁﬁ;aaﬁfagﬁfﬁﬁBﬁftheﬂ. I took
no note at the time and hgvé no other source of information

to guide my recollection of what then took place.
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It was announced some time late in Septéﬂbef that Mr,
Asquith, Prime Minister of England, would come to Dublin to
addreas-a meeting in favour of recruiting for the British Army
in Ireland. Preauh&bly he had been invited by Mr Redmond,

Leader of the Irish Parliamentary Party, to come B0 a8 to give
"a £1l1ip to recruiting for the British Army in Ireland,.

When this announcement was made it naturally oredted a bit
of a sensation at any rate amongat the anti—reoruiting element
in the City of which ths I.R.B. would be the spearheadi I
remember having several talks with Bom Clarke in his shop during
the week before the ;egrqiting meeting was due to be held.
Presumably a meeting of the heads of the I.R.B. took place about
that time to discuss what effective action they could take to
block the Mansion House Meeting. It is. also certg}gl though I
have now no clear recollection of what happened; butfcé;tain '
important I.R.B, peopﬁgbget 12 tou Egzifgi}a§9ers of SigfLijiz
and the Irish Volnnteersnfo seek their co—qpera;ion in paoeuniég

that the nanaion House Meeting would not be a suoccees.

e

I have a vague recollection of a meeting being held, I think

§%\1n "Phe Irish Freedom™ office, D'Olier Street, to discuss plans

~r

for obstructing the Asquith recrulting meeting. I remember this
much fairly clearly thaﬁ I wms gsked,aa one knowing well most of
the officials of the Dublin Corporation, if I could find some
officlal connected with the Electricity Depértmant who knew the
lighting system in and around the Maneion Houée, and if I could
induce this official to secure that the electric light in the
Mansion House wéuld be cut off Jjmst before the meeting was due to
begin. That was one plan that was discussed and agreed upon.

I d1d get a man whom I knew well and who was assoclated with
S8inn FQin; as far as I remember I do not think he wae in the I.R.
I think his name was Moran. This maﬁ to whom X suggested the
operation agreed that it could be accomplished. I may as well
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say here that when the time came he did not carry out the
operation., -He came to me a dax‘befdre and pointed out a great
maﬁy'difficultiés in his way that he had not seen earlier. He
also pointed cut that special detectives had been told off to
watch the Mansion House from inside and outside. He promised
to see what he could do but he did znot hold out mubh_hdpe of
carrying out ‘the project. As I have already stated ‘the projeot

was not executed,

Another plan that was mooted, disocussed and wﬁaleventually
decided upon was that one hundred men, armed, should take over
the Mansion House the morning of the day of the meeting and
hold 4t until after the night of the proposqd_meétins. It wae
agreed that the I.R.B. Volunteers and centada members of the
Citizen Army should take part in this operation. Detalls of
tis plan were finally worked out and the necessary number of
armed men were mobilised to be at 41 Parnell Square (the
Porfesters' Hall),I think it wae the night before the ﬁbcting
was to be held, but I am not certain. I Zggj&here'ﬁmongst the
number and I remember that James Connolly, Labour Leadep, was
~ there dnﬂ_; think General Richard Mulcahy was one of the men whe
assembled there that.nighi. All assembled there were men who
were known to me to be active epirits in one or other branoh of
the movement in favour of complete independence. I feel sure
that seén MacDermott and Harry Boland would be amongst the
number but I have pot a clear recollection of seeing them there,
but I have a distinct recollection of talking tq Connolly that
night in the Forfeatera' Hall.

A great number of men - probably about 100 - were assembled
in the Forfestera' Hall that night waiting for orders to march
on the Mansion House., All the time we were there farioué'
rumoﬁra wéfe being circulated about what was happening in the
Mansion House. Some pecple sald that a couplé of compéniea'
of some regiment of the British Army had taken over the Mansion
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House and were aseciibled in the ganden.at the back. It was
known that the Mansion House was waa being specially watched by
not alone the Detective Branch of the Dubdlin police but by
uniformea men as well,. Of eourse;-ths-poliogrwopld‘not have
been any great barrier to -the operation that my friends had .
proposed, bit it would be a different story 1f the Mansion House
were occupied by military. whather there was any foundation
for the rumour about the military being in possession of the
Mansion House or not I do not at thie stage remember. All I
remember now is that arter Bama houre of whiting at 41 Parnell
Square the order to ﬁiamiss was given and we scattered to our

homes very diaappointed that the operation had not been attempted

to be carried out as originally planned.

when Asquith -arrived, of course,-a big crowd turned outto
welcome him. These would be the pro—Britiah element and a .
considerable number of the supporters of the:Parliamentary Partys
mémbers of the U.I.L. and A.0.H. When the procession formed,
I do not'nbw remember frdm'whereg to escort qunith:to the
Mansion House theére were big crowds in the streets/some,cheering
apd a considerable mumber boohing and shouting unfriendly cries.
A ‘considerable number of the opposition party was made up of
the wemen suffragettef element. They were certainly most
active and‘moat vocai and thnffollowed the Asquith carriage
all the way through the streets ahouting unfrienﬂly words at
him. One woman threw a hatchet at him, and- I think the hatchet.

actually fell into the open carriage in which he was driving
. probably accompanied by John Redmond, M.P. Of course the

gupportera'df the Irish independence movement were not inactive.

.Great numbers of these lined the streets to demonstrate their

hostility to Asquith and to the recruiting that he came to

promote.
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- Another activity that was pomoted about hiis time was the
§Qundatipn_of an organisation which we called "The Neutrality

League”. This arose out of our talks at that meeting that I

have already dasqriqu_that took place 1n the Library of the
Gaslic psague, 25 Parnell Square, where we discussed the

action that we should take before the end of the War. ,

We discussed there the ﬁossibility of dolng aotive
‘propaganda againset the war and, of course, spread pro-
1nﬂppendence propaganda., Sdmbbody suggested then that ahy
organisation of that kind that we would. establish would be
‘puppressed . That was generally accepted and we decided that

. 'aven if one organisation wae suppressed*we could immediately try

to establish amother and keep the propagaﬂda going.! We had
agreed that'pubiio_meetinga against the war and against
patticipat@ﬁn-by_xreland in thq'war and againeﬁ.reqru;;ipg for
the British Army would.be neoesaary . It was, alggﬁwg ;ZiSLL
it would be necedsary to keep the weekly namapangn en-mo 'e than
one weekly newspaper going.to promote our objects. Connelly .
I remember declared that he would see to 1t that "The Irish.
WOrker" would be kept going ag long as he could‘tet the printer

-‘1 -

to print and publish 1t for him, ' S I
Ao Mg~ Ren g Hoe /‘/”/4‘- ‘
mt.hink_.i.t—maj.ﬁh_edvgbow 4hie $time that Simn Péin. the .

tp 77
weekly organ of the S5inn Féin movement, edited’zi_Artnur Grif 1tl
and’ of which I was uanager, ceased publication; that a weekly
newspaper of some kind mhmeid to be edited by Griffith,ahould‘be
kept going; Tﬁat'déqisién was come to at that meeting that I
have referred to. Actually the Simn Féin paper did continue
for perhaps two or three months after this meeting 7Z{i‘*’“;?~

Jor oo pgp ol ol e, Crlllect ) nécg Azt

Ar;aing out of our discussione that night 1t was decided
that an organisation to be called "The Neutrality League"
would be called into existence and it was agfeed fhat James
Connolly should be its President or Chairman,and that I should
act as Secretary. We advertised the fact that this "Neutrality
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League' was being rounaee/in.the woekly papers "Sinn Péin, |
"Fhe Irieh Worker" “Iriah Freedom“ which was a monthly,

1n other newepapere that we oould get to pﬁblieh our etatement.

our initial meeting was held in the Anfient Concert Rooms.
I .cannot now remember ‘who were'onhthelpletﬂbrm'beeideé*connolly
who .presided, and ho e;Zeﬁ as Secretary and also upoke at
the meeting.,  pr. Neans ‘Wyse-Power was at the meeting
Oonnnlly in his eddreee to the meeting made one of the finest
apeechee I heve ever liatened to. He spoke that night as an
Irish nationeliet claiming the right of Ireland to full enﬂ
complete 1ndependence and giving in vivid and eloqnent language
hie reasons for the raith that he held as an Irish natienaliat
anﬂ an Iriezﬁgg? atiet. The meeting was very well attended.

I think the, Anéient Ooncerh.nodms,whioh probably does not hold

more than 1,000 persons if so mav, was crowded.

J

-Hé'held‘other meetings,in the weeke that followed in
different. parts of the City. ' I do not think we hala any
public meetings outside ‘the City of Dublin. All ‘our meetings
vere well attended of course by people wﬁa were associated
with Nationelist and separatist movements. ' We did d;ecover that
a good many people who were not in any way assoolated with the
nationalist movement or the Volunteers attenﬂeﬂ our meetinge
heoauee they favoured the idea of netrality 1n the wars W@y _
aleo got aupport from eome who were against war at any time |
or ror any cause = people who were of the Qnaker type. Aleo
amongst them were some who were pre-German in the war. The
Quakere, when they diecovered that We were prepared to make wer‘
" on England to secure Irieh 1ndependenee‘ﬁid not give any
fnrther eupport to our “Neutrality League®™. Now, as far as I
remember the neutrality organisation did not last more than two
or three months. I canmot recollect clearly at the moment how
the Soclety wound up, but I think ‘it was enppreeeed by order
from Dublin Castle - that 19 my recollection. '
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I was not at any time amn official in the volunteer
organisation. 1 have descridbed already my part in the founding

. But ¥ hemember well being closely-

-@ssoolated with Sedn MacDermott about the daye when the

Volunteer Convention took place at the end of Qotober, 191l.
I remember assisting him in his activities in this connection.
He, as representing the I.R.B., was out to see to it that the

7/ Z LD A calrer
right type 3‘§gzggaggg:gé§ggg%§ag the Executive Committee -

would Jdain.the Velunteers. He was busy all this time thqn
interviewing delegates from all over the country instructing
them as to how they were to secure that the I.R.B. element
would be well represented on the new Executive Council of the
Volunteers. .I am sure I d4id eomething in assisting him in
this direction. It think it wae probably only a day or two
before the Volunteer Convention tooé Dlace in the Abbey Theatre
that it was decided that the full report of the Convention,
should be pyblished. and I remember it was decided that the best
way of having the full report of the Volunteer Convention
published would be to found a paper, and I th;nk the I.R.B.
provided the funds to fuund "Eire" mnd so this paper came into
existence. The first issue was given over entirely to an
account of the/%onwenggon. I think it continued publication for
some weeks -~ I am not clear now uhoeharitvcontinued publication
as a daily or as a weekly, but I don't think it would have
continued publication very long as & daily as the cost would be

‘more than the funds avallable would reach to.

The Editor of "Eire" in its first issues at any rate was
£ ' .
Sedn MacDermott, and 1 assisted him seeing it through the press .
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On Sunday October 25th 191k, the first Convention of the
Irish Volunteers was held in-the Abbey Theatre, Dublin, | I do not
“- remember that I was an official delegate at the Convention. I
— certainly attended the Convention all day and took part in its
proceedings, I cannot recollect now in what capacity. 1 do’
remeﬂber, however, that a couple of days before the. Gonvention I.
was asked by Sefn MacDermott to have arrangements made for the ‘
publication .of a paper which would print a full report of the‘
Volunteer Convention. He and all of us of thé same political mind
believed that the Convention would not be likely to receive falir.

play from the daily newspapers of that time, It was neceseary,

therefore, that we should produce our own paper so that a true and
full account of the proceedings of the Volunteer Convention might
A be available for our friends and éuppo:tera throughout the country.

. My recollection is that.the funds for the purpose were to be

Lﬁ_ﬂfovided by the I.R.B.

In his pamphlet entitled "The Secret History of the Irish
Volunteers", The O'Rahilly probably has glven an account of how the
Irish Volunteéra broke away frﬁg;fgg Volunteer Provisionsl ccmmiytee
which had been in control for about—ayear and cf which Mr. Jokn -

,ﬁ*\ Redmond's nominees were members, ih fact were the dominzzigé-membera

of thes Committee being greater in numbers that the originsal

Provisional Committee. I have not read this pamphlet of Thi

0'Rahilly recently 60 I am not sure whether he has dealt wifﬁ.

aspect of volunteer history or not. Anyhow it is true that’&;

: g time after Mr. John Redmond had made his recruiting speeches

dﬁ‘fvszb;;s recrulting for the British Army - éome of fhe membefs of/f___

' original Provisional Committee, probably in consultation witi;ﬂﬁf7*f

“ I . R+Beat—least—seome—of them would surely have consulted—wit

l Clarke and MacDermotE’—decided to withdraw from the National™ o

! Volunteers, and set up a new organisation to be called "The Irish

Volunteers", This body was to be separate and distinct from the
National Volunteers ;;:;Fhominated by_the Redmond party.

Bome of the members of the originsl Provisional Committee, I



A

feel'certainmgid not_approve of this move, but Il oannot‘reéolléot at
this stage thelr names, They would probably have been people like
Laurence J. Kq;tle, Colonel Moore and a few others of tbeip‘politicd
viewpoint whovjoiaed the original Provisional Volunteer Exegutive.

These members of the first Volunteer Provisional Executive

inFioge §
took new headqnartera and so as I remeﬁber they gaxe order to
lr ytf-v‘ MM& -

have taken away from the old Natinanl Volunteer headquarters, the
records and have them in Kildare Street. I remember a few days
after this move ward was sent around Dublin ordering a mumber of

I +R.B. people to assemble at the new headgquarters in Kildare Street
to defend the premises against a raid which we were informed, the
Dublin Castle authorities proposed to make that day or that night.-
We were told :ggg we assembled at the Headguarters that the Castle
wished to get the records of the Volunteer organisation which as we
knew had been taken_away, Whether they wished to restore them to
Mr, Redmond's nominees or not we did not know,but we were told that
the getting hold of the records was the purpose of the proposed raid
by the Dublin Castle Force$ -

We stayed in the Kildare Stree£ premises for the best part 6f
forty-eight houfs but nothing.happaned'and we dispersed, and I think
the records, most of them at any rai;iyzzre taken away and hidden
ifﬁzgz’housea of prbvate persons. Jzyosy.of the records of the

Nattonal Volunteers came into the Headquarters,

The feumiationof-

the Irish Volunteera

. iL"”*,",.“,,

caused a big increase in recruitment, Volunteers who had fgllen
awvay as many did after the Provisional Committee agreed to aécqpt :
the Redmond nominees on 1te executive, came back in conaideréble ;
numbers, certainly in Dublin. It is certain that the division in .
the ranks caused a loss of members of both types, both suppoftérs .
of the-Parliaméntary Party and the supporters of the extreme
Nationalist wing were grievously disappointed at the division in

the ranks and many of both types fell away, It is pizfgzly true

Lt

that ali of those of the extreme Nationalist type who feli away
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- £er %9 who came on rare oeccasions to nspect us.,

115’4
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returned when the Irish Volunteers' -mew)organisation -was founded,
and many otherq.{.@'erl;xembera joined up. ‘
(23 et S : _ | .
I Jjoined the VbluFteers the first night the organisation was

: : \ . .
" founded when the big public meeting wals held in the Rotunda Rink.

Membership cards were cirdulated and t o8e paapeqt were asked.to

11l them in and sigﬁ them \and hand them\ to the stewards,

When I joinéd the Volunteers I was, like everybody else, asked
to state what particular area I would assocliate myseif with. 'I
4ﬂb1ned " company of the First Battalion which: had its headquarters
at 25 Parnell Square, and this Company met'uaually on Sunday
mornings at 11 o'clock for drill for an hour or two houre. Sometimes
when the membership grew as 1t daid grow'considerably in the firet
few weeks, a second meeting was held_ka"qnc night during the week

for drill purposes aiéo.- Ouff first arill tructor was an ex-¥N.C.0

of the British Army whose nam -waa Mageée, [That is about all I can
remember about him. Ve were Visited écca onally'during the time
I remailned an active member of |thbs Company\by Captain Monteith
|We were visited'a few
times by another instructor whdse name was errigan. All I remember
about him was that he was an exd-officer or N.C.0. of the British

Army, and he was a brother of J.M. Kerrigan,
i

the well-known Abbey
actor of that period,

If is just as well to sfate here that all these British N.C.Os,
who were éctive in the Volunteer organisation and who gave good

service as drill instructors,

some in other capacities, were
called up for active service in\the British Army as soon as the
European ¥War broke out, and with\very few exceptions all of them

answered the qallﬁandrof course the Volunteers never saw them again.

I ?emained an active member of this Company of the Volunteers

s asked in the very earliy stages

up to the Rising of 1916. I
to allow my name to go forward a§ a& candidate for election as
Company Captain, but I refused bekause I hadIVery little interest in
strictly military affaeirs and. Ip;r wggg good many men members of

IL“L( 2y . r . TS
ﬁqﬂ~51%u¢uﬂ&d—aﬁzmichazaz.nq%ﬂ?’ L ’JQ”’xk*@f”f”{Lmtwb“*“"Lﬂd
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/ le the Company who were the makinga of excellent officers and in fact
?be* gsome of the best known officerq of the Volunteers who later took

fh le/ a very prominent part_ig ali thé military activities of the Volunteers

were members of this Company. Oné of the most ﬁotable was Commandant

General Ned Dal&. - »

15 Deire Pémhair, 1952.
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- Irish Volunteer\gotivtties continned71 think one could say fith
great 1ntenaity?certa1n1y in Dublin City, &ild during the Autumn of
191hf Recrulting went on apace. Public meetings would be hazd
in different parts of the country and would be addressed by members
of the Provisional committée. S8trenuous efforis were made to build
the re-organised Irish volunteer movement. This was specially so
in the hopes of having a COnrention,which was held on the 25th
October,a repreaentative one. The Convention was regarded as
successful and 1t certainly gave a new impulse to the re-organised
Irish Volunteers, Othere who took a more intimate part in the
organisation of the Volunteers from this time forth than I did, can
speak with greater authority as to the activities of the organisqt#on
from this time forth, |

Perhaps it would be just as well at this point to give an account

of one . instaﬁzgpabout éﬁg.propoaed purchase of arme in which I was
concerned, I think it would prohably be about the éecond week of
August, 1914 that Seén MaoDermott received from I think, Tom Cotter
.newe that a brother of his, James Cotter, then 1living in London had
found someone in London, a Belgian I think, who was said to have in
his cﬁntrol, or could secure control o{,a number of machine guns,
Cotter wrote urging his brother to get in touch with some I.R.B.
people here with a view to purchasing these machine guns for the
Irish Volunteers, I believse he said in his. letter that he felt he
could purchase these machine guns at about £50 or £60 each, I do

not remember if he sald how many machine guns were supposed to be

available for purchase,

Anyhow MacDermott asked me to gé to London to see Cotter whose
address he gave me and to purchase as many of these machine guns as
the Belgién was prepared to sell to use. I accepted the commission,
but for some reason or another that I do gdt remember now}I was not
able to go to London for a day or two. In the meantime MacDermott
received from Tom Cotter another meaéagé from James Cotter in London
nxkxn saying that the matter was most urgent- that if we did not
1mmed1ate1y make ¢ontact with the Relgian and make a firm offer for



17
for the guns, others who were interested would take them up., |
He added also, which was a bit of a shock to us. that the Belgian
would not take in paymant for the guns anything but gold.

.How to get gold then waes a bit of a problem. I was given this
task also and Iégought of“ways and means of changing the £1,000 which
MacDermott had given to me for the purchase of the guns into gold
cans, . I consulted a numb.ex: of people as to the possibility of
getting £1,000 of gold from some of the Dublin banks.  Eventually
I was given a ldter of introduction'by'ur. P. J. Little, then editor
of a weekly paper called "The New Ireland", to a man named Campbell,
Managgr of the College Green Branch which was also the headquarters

of the Hibernian Bank,.

This gentleman Campbedl, I think his name wae Henry Campbell,
but I am not ;ure,'had been interested as a Home Ruler in the
foundation of the Volunteers. I think Little told me that he had
actually joined the Volunteers and was at seme period I—%hink-alao
a member of the Young Ireland Branch of the U.I.A. At any rate Mr.
Little thought he would be sympathetic and thought that he would
provide the £1,000 in gold sovereigne that I vias looking for

At this time all the banks were clued by Order of the Briitish
' - T Ak fars, : _
Government(ﬁécauae a moratorium wase declared The payment of all

debts was held up until such time as the British Government would

issue another Order allowing the banks to continue their napmal
business. I do not now remember accurately how long this
moratorium lasted, in other words how long the banks were closed, but
I think it lasted for about a fortnight. However, I called at the
Hivernian Bank, 0011ége Gfeen, and although it was closed for business
I expected to find there Mr. Campbell the Manager., I was admitted
and fgunﬂ Mr Campbell and gave him my letter of 1ntroduction'ffom Mr.,
Litt;e and explained to him my business. I told him that I wanted
£1,000 in gold and I told him exactl& the purpose for which I
required it. It must be remembe;d%hat the division in the ranks of
the voluhteere had not then'téken place,
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and
Mr Campbell heard me with interestéd,/asked me a number of
questions. We ‘discussed together the question of the Volunteer.
movement andthe developgent of 'the Carson Volunteers in the North,
The result was that Enﬁ_camphell told me that if I would call at the

same hour next morning he would have the 31,000 1n gold for me,

1 called next day and Mr.'Campbell"called-for a porter who
carfied in to his office from some place outside the parcel containing
the thousand sovereigns. I handed over my chequé and wap given the
parcel in exchange. |

Then I diéeovered that the parcel was quite a‘hsaiy one and that
1% would not be easy for me to carry it thfough the streets to my
home. Campbell recognised this, and smiled when he pointed to the
parcel and said-"Now, there is your £1,000 in gold)you can take it
with you". I found tpat the parcel was too rmuch for me to carry,

80 at his suggestion a caﬁLwas called and I took the parcel home in

f Next I reported ﬁrogresé to MacDermott and told hiﬁ tﬁat I was
prepared to go to Lonﬂon that night by boat and train, but I eaid I
was not prepared to go off to Lonﬂon carrying £1,000 in gold without
somebody with me to help me to guard the money, MacDermott agreed
wnan this was necessary, and in addition he suggested that I should
provide myselr with a revolver. ' I rather hesitated at this. I had
never handled a revolver in my life and was not very keen on being
armed, but MacDermott insisted that it was essential., we then -
discussed who should.accompany me and it was decided that we should
ask Sedn McGarry if he would undertake the task. We saw McGarry and
he agreed, and the y:g of us started off for London that night.
Before starting off we went to Keegan's gun shop on Ormond Quay and
bought two small Belgiah automatic pistols, one for McGarry and one
for myself with'about 100 rounds of suitable ammunition. McGarry had
a friend in London whose name I do not remember now and we went to

his house and left our rarcel in this rriend'e house. I do not

remember now whether we told him what was in the sultcase that we
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'~ However, ’ '
handed to him for his—c&s%eéy but—Rmfare we. left the parcel with

him and asked him to o .mind it carefully while we went in search

:- cf Cotter,

we fqund Cotter gnd we discussed the subject of the machine guns
'witﬁlhim. He was not by any means as definite and clear as %o the
paseibility of securing the guns as we were led to believe. e went
with him to the address where the Belgian was supposed to be found.
The Belgian could not be found there and other adéresses where we
might get in touch with him wége given to us., We spent the day
- Bearching these other addressed and as far as I remember- without
succees, I think 1t was probably the second day of our search
that we %a eventually located the Belgian. When he was asked by me
about the possibility of purchasing the machine guns that were buppos-
ed to be under his control he told us that he had already disposed of
them. We took him into some bar, in what ‘neighbourhood of London
- . I do not now remembeg,and talked with him for an hour or 80, and both
Mcaarry and I agreed at the end of our talk that this Anglicised
Belglan never poesessed machine guns of any description and that all
our journey and trouble arose out of loose talk of eome kind th&h
Cotter placed too mgch confidence 1n.

We returned as soon as we couldicarrying,back our £1,000 in
gold whioch I handed over tocMacDermott. I presume it was eventually
3
- used ror some other purpose connected with the I.R.B, part of the

movement ,

110,52,
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The aa§&¥=newspaper "Eire“ continue¢1after Convention of

~ the Irish Volunteers up to the beginning of December of that year.

About thiﬁ tims, that is about the 4th Deocember, by ordqrs of the
Government the printins‘housea of Mr. Mahon, Printer, Yarnhall sSt.
and of the "Irieh Worker" and also the printers of "The Irish

- T W taEH
Volunteer" at Cork, were #6oted] by police and military and ordered
to cease puﬁligation of the various newspapers. In fact, to make
sure that the papers could not be printed essential parts of the
printing presses were ;32335 and -taken away, presumably to Dublin
Castle. As a result of this the publishers of "Eire" decided
to cease publication. They, of course, were forced to this decision
because fhe printere could no longer pfint them. My recollection
is that "Sinn Féin" was printed by its own printers the head of
which was a Mr. Denia Devereux, the printing offices being
situated at 49 Middle Abbey Street. I was Manaéer up to the end of
the "Sinn Péin" newspaper as I had also been Manager of the "Sinn
Péin" daily newspaper while it lasted. The "S8inn Féin" weekly

coased publication at the same time for the same reason.

After the cessation of "Sinn P6in", "Eire", "rhe Irish
Volunteer" and "The Irish Worker" newspapers i1t looked as 1if we
were not going to have any newspaper that could voice the opinions
of the anti-British and the pro-Irish element in the country. I
remembexr attending a meeting which was held I think in the Irish
Freedom Orffice, No. 12 D'011er Streaj;at which Tom Clarke, Seén
HacDermott, Arthur Grirrith and myself were present to discuss the
sltuation about a newspaper, A8 a result of this discussion it
was decided on the suggestion of Griffith that perhaps we could
get away with the publication of a Wweekly paper which would not
publish any gditorial while it would be made up of news and
statements extracted from British newspapers. @riffith thought
he could arrange the news in such a way as would to some extent, |
at any rate, effectually exposé British propaganda and would in
reality give the public an idea of the anti-British viewpoint. He

thought this was worthy of trial. Ib would be necessary. he enis
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to put headings of his own to the news but he would try to do this
1n a way that, in the beginning at any rate, wauld not too greatly

anger tha Britiah 80 that we mighx be abla to contimue to publish
the paper.

‘We all agreed this was a very #ooq idea and that it should be

' tried. . ThelI.R.B. égreed to provide money for this exparimént,
drirfith hit on the name "8issors .and Paste" for thia weekly Journal.‘
It started publication about 4;; woek after the suspension of the
other newspapers and it continued for about three montha. the laat
1ssue wae dated February 27th, 1915.

"Biaﬁora and Paste" was ihen supﬁreased in this way; I well
remember the 1ncide§t.‘ I am nearly certain it was. Inapector
campbell D.M.P. caii&ggfgith a detectiveqen aui offices in Abbey
Street. 1t happqned ‘that I was the only person present when they
called. The Inspector read out for me a proclamation issued by
order of, I think, the Chief Secretary, supressing the newspaper
vgissors and Paste", I remember trying to start an argument with
Inspector Campbell as to the reason for the suppression. I pointed
out to hi@'the fact tpat thefe ;::u;o'editorial viows of eny kind
expressed in the paper, therefare, it could not be sald that
editorlally vwe were hostile to the British. I pointed'Out also the
fact that ail‘the‘naws‘publisheduin our paper had already been
qulished 1n‘some newspaper or wéekly Journal in Géeat Britain, dbut
of course all tyia bad no effect. 'Oampbell was very good humoured.
He oaid he was xas Just an official carrying out his orders and that
I could disobey thq‘order at my own risk, That was the end of -
"3issors and Paaﬁe“. |

5‘?%:..1
1 do not know what period of time elapsed, but some weeks after

before we had another: newspaper and then, again provided with money
by the I.R.B.. we started "Natlonality". We eould not get a
printer in Dublin to take the riak of publishing such a paper ,B0 we

went to Belfast and there a man named Davidson who had a good sized
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.printing establishment with suitable printing machinery which dould
turn out our paper weekly - as many copies as we wanted. I explained
to him what we wanted and ha was prepared to do the Job at a price.
= We paid- him his price which was not very much in excess of the
1 printing rates in Dublin at that time. Davidson was well-known to
the police authorities. He was a loyal Orangeman, one hundred per
cenf_pro-Britiaﬁ, but as the_pawapaper wage for h;m_a proritablg,
business he took his cﬁance and continned loyally printing the paper -
- f;r us up to, as far as I remember, the Rising of 1916 when, of

‘course, the paper ceased publication.

we had, nowever, ﬁ% gifriculty from time to time with—the
cpaper in sending our copx{to Belfast, Ve made use as freé mgply as
we could of friends travelling to Belfast to wpquwe‘gave'aycopy for
the issue and ésﬁed these friends to hand tﬁeézz;yain at the
printer's péraonally. .Vie did this because we had discovered that
e ;:aﬁbopy addressed to the printers was frequently detaineq 1n the Post
Office intentionally and some of it was sent on to the local censor
and never reached the printer. -Some of it from time to‘timehreaohed
the printer in a mtilated condition. This, of course, was ofden a
considérable source of worry and trouble. |

of ) e
In the early days/"Nationality¥ and I think this lasted for

aoﬁe'weeks if not eome mpntha)ﬂaye%é4moore PiﬁQ who write under the
name of A. Newman used to act for us as sub-Editor in Belfast. ' He
contributed something or other every week to the papor'and in .
addition we paild him I do not know what sum, but not very muoh. for -
acting as sub-Editor and aeeing the newapaper through the preaa.

It happened on more than one occasion that whan the paper _
A?ctzh}ly was published %% almost the whole issue was filled with

-

». ~ Harold Moore Pim's own contributi » .When we investigated this we
) N et ﬁw%
- discovered that on some occasions s - was nnt aetually due

O e R, s

to the action of the British, that/tie copy reached Pim he ondsj

Pl .53 ”

his own stuff was- more impentant, suppressed Griffith's and published
ItA

his., I think, speaxfﬁ§=fiﬁﬁ=?aea%%ection, that he even admitted
this, thagggt::;ggghﬁ-his owvn etuff wee superior to Griffith's,
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- Tharesuit'yggfhat we héd'to goet rid of Pim and theﬂ;iz;%?« 
-obliged to go to Belfast every Tuesday morning. fI.had-to gek a
train at 6.5-a;m. at Amiens Street on a Tueeday morning to Belfast
to see the paper through the Press. I diaoove#ed on more than oﬁe
occasion that very little of our material had arrived from Dublin
when I landed in Belfast and I had to git down and £ill up tha
paper as best I could with the printera waiting at my elbow for

copy in an effort to get thp issue out in time, -

though
It muet be aaid to the creﬁit of Davidson the printer that/he

was warned a good many times by senlor police officiala of Belfaat
polico headqnarters he ocontinued to print the paper and promiaed us
that he would loyally abide by his contract as long as he possibly
could do so. He did this up to the very end and contimued to

- print dGespite the'threate; and saild he would print until an actual
. order 'from the Government was given to him to cease publication,

which orﬂeﬁ)so far as I remember/hs never received.



Harrell's visit to Bob Breanan at Wexford.
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‘Bob Brennan who was a Journalist in Wexford had been for many
years a close frien&*of mine. . I took him into the I.R.B;}as*
already atafedfin’the,year 1905 én@ we had remained closeé friends-
ever since. | | -

~ He came to me e;;;rday soon after the outbreak of the first
World War and told me that when he got home one etening after having
beén,I think, away in Enniseorthy attending Courta for the day, his
wife had informed him that a gentleman nasmed Harrell of Dublin had
called'aaking for him, and she said he wés most anxious to see him.
She told Harrell that her husband was away and that he would Dot be
nome until late that evening. Harrell said he would call again.
My recollection now 16 that Harrell called the néxt day and Bob was
home.  Bob's story of the 1nter?1ew could best be recorded by |
himaelf, but my recollection - is that he told me that Harrell said
he had got Bob's name from the Chief gﬁﬁiﬁiezf "Ths Irish Times"

._I remember weli the Chief Reporter of “The irish Times“ | He
was at that time a man named Phillips who was g E%g} bitterly anti-
Ifiéh.peraon you could mest., He W§Ezf¢£—ene could,described him as
Suslh, more than one hundred per oentKB;itish in his outlook and
wickedly anti-Catholic at the same time., He waﬂ,‘naturally,'a very
h;gh up Frqemason. I knew him well and had many a talk and

‘argumant with him. He was always anxious and willing for an
argupengifor an opportunity to denounce people like myself who had
anti-British views. | |

Then Harrell told Brernan what his mission was; that he vas
an Intelligence Qfficer for the British Nuvy and was anxious to
secure the help of men who would be in a position to hear any gossip
or news that‘was going round especlally in coastal diatricts about
the posaibility of German vessels calling at Irish ports. My
recollection 1s that Harrell seemed to have been instructed that

German submarines or other vessels would try to kéep in touch with
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anti-British elements in Irelanﬂ ana that the Britiah, therefore,
were anxious to keep a strict watch on any auch activities. For .
this purpose they were setting up a network of Intelligenca Officers
‘all around the Irish coast. This was why he called on Bob Brennan
-and he asked Bob 4o assist him in this work for which, of=zowrse,
Bob wouid be suitably remunerated. 1t was, of course, as the
local reporter for the "Irish Times" that he got in tough'with

Brennan,

' Bfennan came to me and asked me my opinion as to what he should
do. I think,'speakinglfram recollection, that Bremman was inclined
) to accept the work holding that in thies way he would get information -
that might be of use to us. He was amazed at the idea of Harrell
coming to him, Everybody_ona might éay-in the. County of Wexford
knew Bob Branﬁan‘a political views, He had been for a good many
yoears prominent in 8inn Féin and spoke in every part of the CQunty
in favour of 8inn Féin at some time or other. He was prominsnt in
the Gaelic League and all other Irish-Ireland activities. ﬁe was
probably an officar in the 8inn Féin organisation as well as an
officer in the Volunteers. How this could escape the noticé of
Harrell it is aifficult to imagine. Harrell, it should be mentioned
bere, had been Assistant Commissioner of the police in the publin
Casatle Servicé, He, therefofe, should haie known all the
prominent men in the Sinn Féin moveﬁent. One finds 1t difficult to
uhderstand how he could have failed to know af Brennan's record
and Brennan's anti-Britiah activities over a long number or years
. especially in the County of Wexford. |

However, whatever_the reaaon/ﬁarrell seems not to have
connected the Bob Brennan of the Indepéhd@ence movement with the Bob
Erennan the local Reporter for "The Irish Times",

. I should also have méntioned in apeaking of Harrell that.ha

" had been dismissed from his post as Assistant Commisdioner of the

- Police after the Howth Gunrunning and the attack by the King's Own

. Boottish Eggkment on the Irish Volunteera at Clontarf, and later the

N
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firing of the same regiment on the people;Who were demonstrating
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against that regiment at Bachelors' wWalk., The fact is that
a rel ' ent to satisf
g Harrell was made a scapegoat by the gx:énah agoz.arnm o s 1‘24 b4
the Irish Parliamentary Party who had ralpsd- talk thro&gh—thﬁgt
question in the British Houae of Commons. _

Ky advice to Brennan was not to have anything to do with
Harrell. I thought it wise for his own personal safety that he
should not attempt to agree to Harrell'e proposition. I felt that
at some time of other if he dccepted Harrell's eommiaaion no matter
from what motive, people, at a later date, would gharge Brennah
with having been a British spy. I think I did not convince him
and he went to discuss the matter with others, prohably Som Clarke,
maybe with Griffith end perhaps Sedn MacDermott. Again speaking
; frqgﬁé:gglle¢tion, I think some of the I.R.B. people did seem to
have thought it might be useful to have Bremnan in touch with
Harrell., Per Ghe reason it seemed to be a good 1dea was that
'Harrell would supply Brennan, as he hed rlready ppqmiéed to do, with
d?Britiah code which was to be used in the sending of news to
" - Harrell's office in Dublin. I am not surs now if ghe code was a
telegraphic one or not, but being able to get hold of a British
Secret Service code at that time would have been useful,it was

- . thoughtfby some of these I.,R.B, people.

I think Brennan saw Harrell two or three times and did not
' i for some weeks at any rate definitely decide eggipat agreeing to
' Harrell's proposition, but finally I think Bromman did make it
) an¢¢g¢4—22:jd,,?f”"uwpﬁ
olear to Harrell that he would not Joia~his-ongan1§ﬂlion. This, I
"gather was on the advice of Tom Clarke..

hY

—— - 0

It is difficult to understand how a man Un Harrell's position éL:
@W : "ould think of approaching R. Brennan to' ask him to help ﬂim in

N |
}\U : his secret service work. Vias 1t sheer stupidity or could=he :
i - have thought to induce Brennan by bribéng to join him? ¥ aﬁ i
P ;fsure 1t could not be the latter. | : - S %'

It is possible, of course, that Harrell wishad to tra
. ;2 f—ad.

Brenna%E;%?p if he once got him into his organisation then blackmail
him and ¢euse-him to act ae an F“; . £ord gt ich Government in

Ireland., My own personal viewii

R tirely due to
___ Harrell's ignorance or stupidpt$®

LM A T A
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From the time that the Irish Volunteers decided to ria
themseivea of the Re&mdﬂd nominees on their Executive Committee and
to reconstitute the Irish Volunfeers much time was spent in
organiaing_workﬂthroughbut the country. I was sﬁmetimes ésked to
go to different parts of the country to address Volunteer meetings.
Most of my time, hoﬁever, was taken up with newspaper work. I
" think I could say that I was only called on to do work for the
Volunteerse when they were short of a speaker for some«partiqular
meeting.  1 was, bf course, in cloga touch.with Tom Clarke and
SeéAn MacDermotﬁ all throuéh thie period., From/t?ég on I think
I had lunch most days of the week wiﬁh S8eédn MacDermott and Arthur
Griffith. We would iﬁnch in the reatauraﬁt of Mrs Wyse Power in
Henry Street aﬁd sometimes in the Red Bank Restaurant, D'Qlier
8tree§/wh1chvvas juest across the street from MacDermott's office

wirtsii=was then situated at 12 D'Olier Street.

Bvery day we would have problems of one kind or another

relating to the Volunteers or the newspapers to discuss,

Perhaps 1 should say that frequently at lunchtime we would
have with us at thé luncheon tableQTMaior John McBride, Henry |
 Dixon and Paddy Gleeson, Draper of 0'Connell Street. I think it
is correct to say that we had Major McBride with us almost every
day that we visited Mre Wyee Power's restaurant. Major McBride
was at this time an employee of the Waterworks Committee of the
Dublin Qorporation. This post had been secured for.him through the
inf'luence of sgehﬁaaﬂgﬁgggg_Alderman Tom Kelly, Councillor P.T.Daly
and myself. | ‘ | '

1 cannot say when exactly the heads of the I.R.B. or at least
a certain section of the I.R.B. Supreme Council made a decision
that a Rising should take place at a date not too far distant.
It would appear, hdwever, that e-séetion—ef the I.R.B, Supreme
authorities_did meke such a decision. It i proba/I;?fhat this
dejisiozjwas arrived{at as j rééﬁi;”é}w; :;: ﬁﬁé?da ion made to them

by/ the Military Committee of Council of the I.R.B.
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Some m mber of this{Militiry Gohnoil eti 1 alive has probably set
%fthe 1es of the Military quncil
at th period, I wag not & member of the Military Council at any

down h 8 recollect fons. o

time so I cannot give any authoritative statement on thie particular
matter. Why I introduce it now is because I was asked in early
March 1915 by Seén MacDermott ir 1 would undertake a Journey to

the U.B8.A. ﬂefuesd on behalf of the I.R.B. Bu@¥0me authorities.,

I agreed to do eo and was later brought to a room over Tom clarke 8
sldp in Parnell Street where I was informed by Tom Clarke.and Sean
MacDermobt of the purpoae of my visit to the U,S5.A.

I think uacDemmott did moat of the talking== Clarke joining in
now and then to clear up a particular point I was informed by
MacDermott that a Rieing'had*been decided upon; I do not think at
any time that I was given a date or that I was told that a date had
already been determined I was told that I should go to New York 7
and get into touch with John Devoy. Editor of P2The Gaelic American",
and Judge Cohalan, head of the Clani na Gael in the U.S.A. I should
also make it my business to get into communication with Jogeph
Mcﬂarrity of Philadelphia, another member of the Bupreme Council of |
the clanﬂ in the U.8.A.- |

: . . - then .
While a8 I say no date was given ¥skx to me as having been fixed

for the propoeed insurrection, detailed plans evident&y had been
discussed and agreed upon for the selzure and occupationﬁby the Irish
Volunteers f Dublin_giﬁi, e plans for Dublin,as agreed upon e;
preeumably ythe Military COmmittee. were that Dublin Castle ehould be
seized and held;"the General Pot Off'ice 0'Connell Street Dublia,to be
seized and heldy— the Iriah Volunteere should seize and oocupy all the
railway terminidn the City of Dublin. Oon the soufﬁmZ?gevof Dublin
Boland's Mills should be ‘held and the railway line from that area

of Dublin into Dublin city strongly occupied and defended. Beggaras!
Bush Barracks in this Boland'a Mills area should be occupied and heldy-,
‘Xi sufficient forees were available. Dua Lacghaire Pier and harbour
should be held and defended. o |
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wﬂg@—v
[P On the eastern side of Dublin, Jacob's biscuit factory

.

hould be occupied and held because, 1like Boland's Mills on the
I Ayl ' K Doew -
S~ western side of Dublin, stocks of, foodstuffe,in these two
'_places could be very useful not alone for the use of the forces
but for th t1 if the Risi in Dublin lasted for a
u (o} ¢ population .ﬁmaP R .ng D : 7
protracted period., In the-Best side also the South Dublip'

Union should be occupied.

on the northern side of the City the North Dyblin Union
buildings were to be occupied and used as headquarters for the
area, The Four‘courta buildinge were to be occupied and held
with a view to confining the military in the Royal Barracks
and the Marlborough Savalry Barrackey also the quth City
Floqr Mills on the ﬁoyal Canal, ° When Dub}in Castle was mentioned
as a place to be occupled and held it was also mentioned to me
that the Municipal buildings and the City Hall ”ubnn should
‘simultaneously be taken over and held.

I was told that the Military Committee were working out
plans for the rest of the country and that I was to say to the
pe0ple in New York that they would be informed of these plans .
at a later date. I was not given‘any instructicns ¢ authority
to discuss these plana wiik nor was I in any way competent to
discuss 8. My mission was just to &ear these plans
from MacDermott and Clarke and to convey them as given to me
to the people whose names I havé already given. I was also

’ instrucied to aeg bevoy and'cghalan for as much money as they
could gi#e me td help in the work of a 12§ the Irish Volunteers
here, and was 1nstructed to urge them tokmake all possible
efforts to secure as tharge a sum of money as possible and to send

1t to Ireland with all possible speed,

It.ié-prébaﬁly'propeb‘to note here that it was bogsiblé to
buy a good quantity of armg)ammunition and equipment during
this perlod so long as money was available. Every day of the

- week somé members of the Irish Volunteeps wers purchaeiné

rifles and‘ammﬁnition and revolvers from British soldiers, Some
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of these soldiers would be home‘on leave from the War, others
would be British aoldiere atetioned in the varioue barracks in and
around Dublin 01ty. I know this was a common practice in Dublin
and presumably something ‘of the kind went on with the British
Armmy of 0ecupation 'in other parts of Ireland as well.

I“think 1 epenﬁ altogether about five or six weeks away from

Ireland, probably about a month of this was spent in the U.S.A.

I left Dublin on Hareh the 18th, It was, of course, eaaential
that I should get out with-@lfossible secreef. It had been as
long as. I rememberfthe.cuatom for al; principal railway stations
in and around Dublin to be watched at all times by deteotives.'
Detectives also kept a close watch on the ports and the ships
lsaving Dublin docks and leaving or arfivihg at Dun Laoghaire Pier.

‘Ii is a well khown facf-that none of the people prominently
connected with the'indepenoence movement ever left a railway
station without;the knowledge of the Detective Division of Dublin
Castle. All of us were followed by detectives wherever we went
in and around the City and wherever we travelled. If we took a
train the detective would go to one of the checkers before we
left the railway station and he would instruct that checker to
- | examine our ticket and report to him the name of our place of
destination. The Railway guards and checkers offen informed ue
that they were under instructions from their authorities to give
the police every help in their work . when we would arrive at our
place of destination we would dbe met by a detective and closely
followed and watched during our viait_to that town or district.
It is just as well to kote here that not alone were we of the
indeoendence movement closely follwed and.watched at all times
put‘those we met in the streets of Dubiin or in restaurants or
cther simiiaf plaoee and those we met or contacted 1n-different

. parte of the coﬁntry were noted and reported toc Dublin Castle,

'All of this was conrirmed in my case, at any rate, when years—

*H/é4ﬁhbe9~a2¥4£~¢h~ﬁﬁ45

erwards I was examined by a committee set up by the British

House of Commons to examine Irish prisoners then in custody in
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various prisons in England. The Chairman o is particulgr
Committiee was II.QIFﬁ Sanimzyd’f/pot rm%, names o%ejﬁw
other thrigaor :ouf-members of this Pérliamentary Committee, but
one name I, remember was Mr. Joseph Mooney, M.P. Mooney was‘xnn a
Member of the Irish Parliamentary Party and the proprietor of a
numher of public houses in Dublin and London.

44
As I was brought up before this Committee at Wormwood Scruhs

Prison in London I discovered that each member of this Committee
had in front of him a copy of a detailed account o;T;mm They'aake
me many questions about my acfivities rénging over a periof of 20 .,
years or so. I ghink the various notes;about me must have atérted
about the time I Joined the I.R.B. or at any rate soon after

that period, It is oertainAthat they had notes about me from a
very earlyﬂp:i::if: They asked me questions about my visits to
various parts of Ireland which I v;sited_gt that‘pime as 5
voluptarylofganiser for the GaeliclLeague anﬁ a—voluntary.
erganicer fof the I.R.B. The members of the Committeé would ask .-
me was it true that I visited the town of wexford on sueh a date,
let us say Auguat 1903, and was it true that I Bpoke at a meeting
1n the Square of the town and that I made certain remarks which
they would quotet They would travel then to maybe Belfast or
Galway or Limerick and each time ask me if it were true that ¥
addressed méetinga and that I was accompanied by énch and such
persons and that I made. such and such remarke of an anti-British
nature, They were very well 1nforﬁed on my activities and -I only
note my case as an example to show how'accomplishéd the British
were in keeping us all under close observation all these years

from let us say at any rate the 5898 period onwsrds,

I hizg_got away from the visit to the U.8.A. but I thought
1t ¥=8 of interest to tell of these activities of the British

Government and their watchfulness in our regard.

To get away to America it was most important for me that I
should be able to escape from Dublin and from Ireland without the

knowledge of the British police authoritien. Mhe nlme ¥ ~a-_a_n
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was this, 1 Jﬁst-pack.d'one bag or”sﬁitcaée end thie I gave to
& younger brothe?'ofmiéﬁato take‘pn a tram from Dublin to Dun
laoghaire. Here he was to board a train and meet me with the
?éﬁitcase at Kiléooie Rallway Station on the Dublin South Eastern
1ine. I cycled from Dublin and andthed the arrival of the train
at Kilcoole, ,gﬂw'brotﬁféihanded me the auitcase and I gave him
over the bicyecle. I went on by the same train to Roeslare.
I-seiected Rossiare a8 a. possible place where the watch might not
be B0 sBtrict and that there might mzktxbe a possibility of my

' ; there without being seen by the usual detective who should
be‘there.

Oon my arrival at Rosslare I took my time about getting out
of the train in order to see if I could escape unknown to the
detective, Eventuaily I got out on the wrong side of the

- platform, made my way tb the dockside and after watching fbr the
detective noticed that at any rate at the time I arrived there
there seemed to be no detective in attendance. I hopped on
board the boat and was satisfied that I had got there without

being noticed by the polioe.

I went then‘to visit a sister of mine at Farnﬁorough. Kent,
I thought it would be a good idea to go there as my sister was
living x:;nggyal Engineer Military Barracks, Farnborough, her
husband being an offlcer in the British Royal Engineers and then
occupied in training men in naviga%*en X epent two days there
keeping an eye out all the time to see if I was under observation
'and it appeared to me that I had completely escaped from the
Dol
observation of the Irish wea British police authorities, and khen
I made my way to Liverpool and had no difficulty ik securing a
g;&ﬂ%fth4°n~a boat which, I think, was the 8t. Paul, - There was no
4th1ng as a passport required at that time, One could travel
anywhere in the world, even then in 1912ﬁgr long after the outbreak
of the World war. My recollectioﬁ is that the only place
requiring a passport then was Russia. I boarded the "St, Paul"

a few days after having left Dublin and had & most uncomfortable
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and diaagrezable,voyage in shThird Class cabin with five other

personszpa;emmigrants from Ireland going to the U.S.A.

S5et1524
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The cabin I shared with,I thing,fivé_others on the boat was &
most uncomfortable place. It was down in the lower regions of the
boat somewhere near the engines and the heat there made 1t most.
uncomfortable and the smells were mgét disagreeable, This obliged
me to épend most bfAmy time on deck., 'ﬁienﬁat night-time I would
rather stay on deck and face the discomfort of sleeping on benches
on the covered deck mmihse than suffer the diacomforts of .the cabin.
.'1 think I did not sleep in thé cabin any nighi after the firét,
I cannot say I slept in the cabin the first night either. I spent
the night in my bunk there but sleep in the conditions that exieted

was not possible.

I kept strictly to myself on board the boat. One young fellow
I made the-acqualntance of, He was a young man named Frewsn from
Co. Tipperary: I do not know what part of Tipperary. His brother

was partner in a dfaper s establishment in Lfr. o' Connell Street Dubli)

J
he name of the firm was Frewen and Rgan, I think this fellow had a
brother a priest in the Dublin diocese. He was the only person I .

spoke‘to during my six dayé on voard that boat.

I had no difficuity in getting through the customs as 1 had very
little luggagélas I have already atateqr?nd I was tréated a8 were
many others - Jjust as an ordinary Irish émmigrant, and psssed through
without any difficulty. I made my way to a hotel in Lower Broadwaya
I cannot now remember the name,of—the—Hebel. I got the name ef—this—
-otel from a newspaper advértiaement.r I had a look at tﬁgt;ete;—
first to see if it would be a very costly place, as I could not

o | b _
affong_to stay at a _ 8 hotel. However, I found the hotel
though -a—large exne was not - costly eme torstuy—4in so I booked a room
and then went to a nearby cafe, looked up the telephone number of
The (Gaelic American Officé and rang there, I told the person who
answered who I was and tﬁat I wanted to see somepody from the Office,
The person who answered the phone seemed greatly taken aback when 1
gave him my name, "Bﬁrelyﬁ he said,"it 1slnot Sedn T. of the Dublin

Corporation." I said "Yes", and he asked me "Where can I see you",
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I gave him the name of the cafe whére I was and he said he wquld be
with me within 10 of 15 minutes as the Office of the Gaelic American
_was then at W{lliam StreeErLower'New qu%ﬂand was.qot verylfar away e
‘,wyep the gentleman from ?he,Qaelic American arrived I discovered he
was an old friend. ' His name was Matt Harford who had been active
in the Sinn Féin mqveﬁent.A He was a mgdbgr of a branch of Sinn
FPéin on thé South side of the city, I think in the.Usshqr'a Quay
 Ward., I think he had also been a member of the I.R.B. He had
emfligrated a year or tWo.beforelfo the U.S.A, and had been

emjloyed for some time in the Gaelic American newepaper office.

Just as a matter of'interest perhaps I might méntion that my
r%ollecwa that Harford got into trouble at some m
moe%éag where he was charged sRAdxeharged with 1mpersonatingagnd
was convicted and got something like a week in prison. This
probably was the cause of his having to emﬁigrate. Again, just as
a matter of interest 1 hqard many'yeara afterwards .that when the
U}S.A. came into.the European War as it did in 1917, Harford Joined
the army and later attained the rank of Colonel. " I believe he
now lives in Chicago and is engaged in business and is well

known in Irish activities there.

I had, of courée, a long and friendly conversation with

" Harford. 1 told him that I was anxious to see John Devoy and

_ would like him to ge=2nd make an appointment with Devoy for me.

I thought it wisernot to visit the Gaelic Americaqiﬁggége as 1t
was quite possible that the British kept the—Gaeiic—aAmeriean office
and all visitors there under observafion. Also I was not
desirous of taking any risks thaéz;fizgzadmbe recognlised or
identified/ﬁgving assoclation with John Devoy. I had navér met
- John Devoy personally)though I had been in regular-communication
with him for a number of ygafs. I used occasionally to send
contributions to his paper.which Devoy alwaye gladly received and.
published. o

Harford saw Devoy and told him of my arrival and arranged



190.
that Devoy ande should lumch together that day. Devoy gave Harford
the name of a restaurant which.he did not usually frequent and-we mﬁde
detailed arrangements about recognition. I, of course; would have no
difficulty in recognising Devoy whose picture I had often seen, but
Devoy might have some difficulty in recognising me . We met anyhow
as arranged and had 1umchquzagﬁ9ther and then I discovered one y
awkward factor about Devoy abd limited all conversation with him-iﬁ |
pubiic places and that was his deqfnegs. He was very deaf and one
had to speak in a very loud voice to make him hear and understand
and he, as is well known of deaf people, always spoke in a 1oﬁd voice.

However, we spent a long time together and Devoy, needless to say,
'~ asked many questions about conditions in Ireland. I thought it unwise
to open up on my mission in a public place o we waited until night—
time and Devoy took a room 1n a hotel called The Ennis on 42nd Street
and in this room‘inathﬂ—ﬂe%e%—nnnis I met Devoy again that night
and went over my whole Btory with him. Devoy was not satisfied
untilvwe had talked at least half a dozen times, sometimes at
luncheon, but more frequently in the evenings after he had finished

in a private room

his work at the office we would meet/in the Ennis Hotel and discuss

the subject of my mission.&n-&-paivata-reem.

Devoy did not appear to be sufbriaed_at the message I had to
give him. He, of course, éeggrdéd it as of the greatest importance.
He asked me inﬁnmerable gquestions as to the possibility‘dfhtﬁé
Buccess of a Rising. He asked me very many qnestions'as.tb the
arrangements for the Rising, most of which I was not able to answer.
I gave him all the information I could as to conditions in Ireland.
He asked me, I am sure, as to the date, I was not in a position
to give.higf§§:; assured him that he woﬁld be fully informed before
the big event would take place, He asked many queetions.about the
numbers of men in the Irish Volunteers, the numbers in the I1.R.B.
the qnaqtity and quality of eqnipmép@ that the Volunteérs poseesged.
He asked in particﬁl&r about éupplies of ammunition. He askedrélso

many questions about‘the possibility. of getting the whole country to

rise. He asked also about the strength of the organisation in
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© . different parte of the country. - AR

When Devoy had satisfied himself that he had got all the
‘_1nformation'frdm me that I could give him)he promised to arrange a
meeting with Judge thalan. He brought me #iren by appointment

to the Judge's ehadbera‘bne evening after'the’ciose of the court
business and there I had two or three hours talk with the Judge
going over the same ground very largely that I had covered with
Deﬁoy;‘ It wasfevident to me that Devoy had seen the Jjudge and
gexé him the information that I had already given to Devoy before

I met thé Judge. It was'evident that Cohalan was consulted in all
matters of importance as regards affaire in Ireland. 1 ﬁpink X

met Judge Coholan onace Again'before I left New York.

It was probably the second week of my stay in the H.S.A, that

I met Joseph McGarrity of Philadelphia, I had met McGarrity
before when he came aome'yeara earlier on one of his numerous
ﬁisita to irelaﬁa. ' 1 had met him in Tom Clarke's shop and we
were introduced thére by Tom Clarke himself, 1 femembar I had to
R tO‘Pennyhhﬁvania Raiiway Station in ‘New York to meet Méﬂarrity}
1 remémber McGarrity by letter asking me to weér a white
. chrysanthemum in my coat so that he would recognise me at the
rallway depot. - On meeting McGarrity we went to a restaurant the
‘name of which I do not xnowArgmember,"and in a quiet cormer of the
. restaufjgzdgjzgfg over_the whole story again‘of mf mission to the)

U.S.A. ' |‘ Ve I had, of course, beén told before I left
_ Ireland. that I was to tell McGarrity what I told Devoy.

' Afterwards at the invitation of McGarrity I went to
Philadelphia and stayed there with him fﬁo or three daye. Dﬁring
my stay with him I attended almeeting of the Centres of the I.E.B.
from the Philaaelphia area. There I first made the acquaintance
of a man whose name had been vefy well known for many years, Mr..
Luke Dillon. Luke Dillon had only a short while before been
liverated from pr;so;;f Hefhad.been, I think, sentenced to life
imprisonment and h;d apent 15 or 16 years in prison in Canada

where he had gone on behalf of .the claﬁh nﬁ Gael with others to
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> .
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When I met Lnke Dillon that is in the last week of March or
the first week of April, i915 I think he should have been perheps
8ixty years of ege, maybe not quite so old. He loeked, howerer,

a much older man, Thie was probably due ﬁo hme-long imprisonment .

‘It will be remembered that some time in the Eighties, I am not sure

of the date, the CIann na Gael of America organised an attack on
the Welland Canal, The Canal I think was somewhere near the border

between the U.8.,A. and Canada and I think it is an important

connecting link for commerce between the two countries. My

. -recollection &8s that the clenn na Gael did this as a reprisal agein:b.

the British for their 1mprieoning of a nnmber of American membere ]\
of the Clani na Gael who had been sent by the clan@\to do destructive'

- work in England. One of those to come over at that time on the

indtructions of the CIanﬁ na Gael to use explosives against ik=
British public institutions was Tom Clarke, Several of these
memberas of the Cland na Gael who came to England to do this work
were captured and all of them got long terms of 1mprieonment.

It was as a protest againet this that the Welland Canal
expedition was organised by the CIann na Gael,

Dillon made a deep impreeeion on me as a gentlemanly, cqﬂrteoue
dignified person of great culture. . He had been ih ‘the banking '
business before his 1mprieonment. He looked at this time just as
one would expect a prosperous baking director in one of the lergeet
banks of the quea. to loek. He was deeply and widely read in Irish
hietory and also in international affaire and wasg a most interesting

anﬂ inetruetive man to talk to. ' ' .

It is 1ntereet1ng to remark that immediately he was released
from prison he renewed his contact with the Clanh na Gael & ;:;anyﬁhAg_
years lmter he was one of the most active members of,fhat organisation
and was I think soon after his release elected on its Executive

Committee,

Another person I mei at that same meeting during my visit to
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Ph:lladelphia was Mr.. Liam Pedlar. 8o far as 1 am aware Pedlar
uee the only man to come to Ireland from the U S A. with the

deliberate 1ntention of taking part in the 1916 Rieing. Pedlar _
was a native of Belfast and was very active in Glanﬁ na Gael work

1n'the Philadelphia area. I have an idea he was employed by
McGarrity in his Wholesale liqour businees before Prohibition put
a etop to that trade. One other pereon well—known in Irish

affairs both 1n the U.S.A. and in Ireland who was also. for a number
%
of years an employee of. HeGarrity in his 11qpur*bueineel was

A
s

Patrick MoCartan. Patrick Mocartan returned to Ireland about 19Q$

or 1909 to study Medieine. He qualified in Medicine at the. "\

)

(llege of Surgeone. During hie time there as a student and

afterwarde he tock an eetive part in the I.R.B. organisation. He

_aleo on behalf of the I.R.B. stood as a eanﬂidate for the Municipal

Oouncil of Dublin and was eleeted a member of the Dublin corporation

_for the Rotunda Ward of the eity. Some time after hie return to

Ireland 3252236 he was aleo elected a member of the Supreme Oouncil
of the IIR.B.

The next place I met Liam Pedlar of Philadelphia wae in the

exercise grounds in Wandsworth Prison, London. ' I was deported

- 'from Ireland somewhere I think at the end of May 1916 and was sent

to thie prison where already there were two or three Jundred

deporteee from Ireland.imprieoned.

Joeeph McGarrity of Philadelphia was when I met him probably

abont fifty years of age. ’ ne wag a native of Co. Tyrone. He had

entered the liguur business goon after his arrival in the U.S.A.

,aa&min##:geaeaai#ﬂay'£é’establiehed himself in Philadelphia and

' made a wonderful success in this trade, He owned several “saloons"

as they are called in the U.3.A., and in addition ran a wholesale
liquor supply eetabliehment.j ‘He was a man of powerful physiqne,
tall and distinguished looklng with the build of a heavyweight

' ‘champion. He was married and had I think at this time nine or

ten children. I think hia wife was a native of the U.B.A.



" T T195.
~Por one who had from his ybqp} beq# employed so actively in

lqpk}ng‘afpar his ownlpga;qngs he was a wonderfully well-educated
man. "He had a deep 1ntereat in books. . He was the poéheﬁaor df a
ma?véiﬁiﬁzy large and varied lrbrary conzaining books dealing, of
sourse, with Iriah hiatory, Amarioan hiatory, and to'my aatonishment
I found that he posseasaﬁ a m'_ on of books on Anglo-
Irish, English, Frenoh and German literature. I ;tiod him in the
apeaking of Prench anﬂ German._ Hls gpeaking_know;edge‘o:'?renqh]
was not -good but he could make himeelf ws@d-understood &a=£%2ffins}q

: . : 2 )
in German and . had -a good reading knowledge qr thisa 1anguaget\ He. .

loved to write poetry and wpoté many ballads some of which were "
published in a ngwapaper'whiqh he founded and owned = a.waekl& paper ;
called "The Irish Press" of whioh I think he-made Patrick McCartan ‘
Editor-in-chief at some period after MoCartan had returned to the
U.Sf?ln 19fﬂ He showed me plles of manuseript coples of his poems
and ballads, I often urged him to give his manusoripts to some .
éompetent literary person with a view to their being edited and
published, for at this time he was too busy a man to §;tend to
publication himself. I do not know what became of his manuscript
material but it would be a great pity if it hae all been misid$d’or

destroyed.

;_heard in the‘lqat year or two that he left in his will an
ordér that a,cqnsidépable.number of his books relating to Irish

DTy and'Americah histdrg were to be sent to a library I think of

an Ecclesiastical Inatitntion in the Philadelphia area, I cannot
remember now the name of the place but I do remember that a couple of
years ago I was aaked to write an appreciation of Joaeph McGarrity
for the Catalogue of this Librany on the occasion of the formal
opening of the McGarrity Section of the Library in this Ecclesiastical
College. '

In 1915 when I visited the U.8.A. the liguor trade was still in
full activity, I think it was in 1918 that the Prohibition Law

ceme invo operation. The enactment of this Law put Joseph McGarrity



* as well as many thousands of others out of business and he, like
'ail‘otheféawho'dbqyed the law, had to try to find;otier.medns of

1ivlihood. | o o

MoGarrity had Ithdnk by this time amaseed a considerable
Jfortuna;aﬂ’iﬁd 11quor businnss ﬁuat have been worth a considerable
_ sum. of money, ¢ @13 thie was _wiped out by the Prohibition Law. 5o
far as I am aware no compenaation was paid to any of those engaged
‘ia the liqnor trade for the destruction of their trade anﬁ-oeanereev
: McGarrity at this time g&®o had a large and still young family to

\
N

provide for. He refused abaolutely, though I understand many g
temptiJﬂﬁﬁgigggdzgz:hfiij to him/to engage i&%eguity in transactiona
with the quor trade. Though no one in Philadelphia oould have
lfknown the liqnor trade better than he did/he was a 1aw-ab1ding
citizen and obeyed the Prohibition Law as he obeyed other laws
 but the prohibition Act hit him/very hard blow financially,
apeakéag. In this matter as in other matters with whioh I am more

directly concerned he showed himself to be very poaitively a man

of prineciple.

I have no idea what business activitles McGarrity turned to
af'ter Prohfbition came 1nto operation but I do know from my own,
' personal e;periance ;n 1915 and from what I heard from other
friends of mine who visited the United States between that time
and 1924 when I againrdame into close and 1nt1mdt§ adsociatioh'with
MQQaFrity dhat he gave d grdat‘part of his time, prdbably a major
part of his time, to Irish affairs. Hd, 1 bdliave, travelled
to New York almost every day of the week and that is a jdurney of
ninety milea, z;en though apecial trains run between Hew York and
~ Philadelphia and do the journey in about 1% hours this was a -
heavy 1mpoaition on McGarrity. He left his home shortly after
8 0'clock in the morning and was not home again before 10 o'clock.
" &t night. In New York he would spend his time with Devoy or .
Cohalan or other: leaders of the Clanj na Gael organisation-, '

/
discussing Irish affairs and looking after the interests of Ireland
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through the Clan¥ na Gael organisation. It should be mentioned
somewhere, and it is Jjust as well to mentipn'it here now as it

came into my mind, that in all the years that HgGarrity devoted -
f;me,{;pte;ligg:zf}and energy to working for.Ireland)in‘travelltng
for this purpose.a great part of the U.8. and before the Rising in
travelling to Ireland, McGarrtty never accepted one cent from any
organiaation for the expenses he incurred in hia work for Ireland
Every ‘sent that he apent in’ his daily travel from Philadelphia to
New York and back and 1n every other activity or hie oonnected

with the Irish movement came out of his own prbvate reaouroes. In
addition to thie no man that ever I heard of . 1n Ireland or America )
was more generous in helping every kind of Iriah political | \\'

organiaation out of his own pocket.

Hc&arrity was & truly remarkable man and there never was a dan
who was mqfe e;ngle-minded in his devotion to the cauae-of raXang
'Irish freedom. Morning, noon and night during the years that I
knew. him I am aware that his thoughts were ceontred on how best
he, as one man, oould help those who were organised in the
movement to end English aominatiowelana. ‘He devoted
himself whole-heartedly to this pwrpoue and did it with an en_ergy,
1ntplligence and ‘_devotion that are rarely mqt with even in thils

" movement of ours.

21 Samhain, 1952,
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In the course of my frequent talks with John Devoy on the
sub ject of the fight that was to- take place in Ireland, ihé'name of

‘Roger Casement naturally cropped up. - I learned more fﬁom'Deﬁoy

than I had ever learned at home as to Roger casement's activities.

I gathered from Devoy's remarks that, whatever the- reason, he was

'no admirer of Roger Qasement. .He seemed to be on every occssion

vsfy critical of everytpipg that Casement did. - On the contrary,
looking back on 1t now,‘I definitely remember that McGarrity was an

'enthusiastic admirer of Casement. Casementyg-in ‘McGarrity's eyes

was simply a hero. I 4id not discuss Casement with Judge -

Cohalan nor do I rsmeﬂber his making any remark on ths subject of

Casement to me.

-I had no inetructions from the p60p1e at home to discuas

anything relating to Germany or German association with the Rising

hor was there any reference made in the instructions on the Rising

E@\ts the possibility of our receiving help from Qggg?j. Therefore,
I did not raise this subject with Devoy or\McGarrity.' Devoy, |
however, spoke several times to me as to ths possibility of our
receiving assistance from @Germany when the Rising would come off,
It would appear from his talk that he very definitely had in mind
to try to,secure-tpst Germany would in some way help Irsland to
pecure 1ndspendenss if and when the Rising came off, | N

.It is'worth noting, in the light of after events, that Devoy.

.nsvér-mentionsd the subjest of Joseph Plunkett's visit to Germany .

I do not know whether Devoy knew at the time I met him in 1915
about the visit of Plunkett to Germany and his talke with Casement.
If he did know he did not mention the matter to me. I, personall;

was not then aware of Plunketi's expedition to Germany.

I knew that plans had been made sometime before that to get
a messenger out of Ireland to Bwitzerland with a view to getting
into Germany - I presume that I was told this. The object of the
visitﬁq to Germany would be to try to get 1nt9 touch with the .

German Government with a view to discussing with them the
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poesibility of eecnring help for Ireland in case Ireland made an
attempt to liberate hereelf during the course or the War. I know
this because I was aeked to try to secure a medical certificate for
a goentleman named Harie;Eepoeito,ﬁw He was a friend of a number of
peeple aﬂsociated with the movement. ‘ Eepoeito was, 1f I remember'
correctly, ehe son of Signor Eepoeito who was the Mee&eal Director
ofxthe Royal irish Aeademy of Mueic. ‘ I thiﬂgfgzsgsito afterwarde‘
married one of the Dockrelléi of SthGt George 8 Street.

y I remeﬂber discussing with Sedn MacDermott verioue doctors who

would be’we thought nationally minded but still would not be

euapeeted by Dublin Castle. It was neceesary to get & doctor whose
name would not be in the Dublin Oastle books as being assoclated
with our movement in any way, to give a cert;fieate éo Mario
Esposito who was said to nxge'beenreurferiré'rrem tubereulee;e
whion I believe was true. ge hae, ef eouree, his own doetere'bet
I‘gafhered that)wheever hig doetore were'their eertlficate eould
not be aceeptable to Dublin Caetle and that was why I was- asked to
meke an effort to get a euitable certificate from some other
doctor whose name would pass tNFGUEH_the poliee eerutiny. I do'ﬁot
now remember what names of dootore ‘We diecueeed but eventually we
decided upon asking Dr. James Meenan who then lived in 8t. Stephen's
Green, - Dr. Meensan wae)I think7then Profeseor of Medicine in U.C.D.
I had a slight acqnaintance with Dr. Meenan and decided to try him
for the certificate for Eeposito. I met Meendn and told him
exactly my miesion and explained to him what I needed, phatll wanted
to get this man abroad for purposes of the Movement. I dld not

mention anyth:lng about his going to Germany but rather suggeeted to l
him that it was for propaganda abrosd, ) 3 told him that of courae

I woz}d send the man to him and that he could see for himself tnat
the—man was a coneumptive and that a period in Switzerland would be
" a natural and proper preecription 1n his caee. Meenan refueed

point blank to have anything to do with such a project. Eepeeite

in the meantime wus asked to see for himself if he could try some



200,

medical people with whom he was aasociated and who would probably be

of the Unionist type. He‘eventually secured tpe neceasary ceri-

ificatqa from some such friend anﬁ found his way some'months létér to
| 5w1tzepland; Whether Esposito went oé:aissionﬁ to Germany I never

heard and I cannot NOW BAY.

i

Devoy at this time .was keenly 1nterested in the poasibility of
securing 'German help for.Ireland. Cf course America had not then
come into the #war, I think America came into ‘the War in May 191}
~£§i£;§§§¢&=be—more than two years later, 8o that from the purely
legal standpoint there was nothing improper in Devoyg’farrying on
discussions with pro-German people in the U.S.A. L_gen though
America was not in the War at this time, nevertheless the Amerilcan
Government kept a strict watch on al;QActivit;ee of the German
Legation and its associates. Devoy was aware of this ahd was_also
aware that not only were the o ficials of the United States.
-Intelligence Department keeping the closest watch on the activities
of all official and unofficial German representatives in the United
States b%;ﬁg? kne® too that the British Government Intelligence
Departament, had many hundreds of agentsxfftively employed in watching

————e

all pro-German activities in the U.S.A..kg{f;cial and unofficiazzg
I learned all this from Devoy during the course of my talks with

him, I also learned from him that he had managed to have frequent
conversations with én official agent of thelaerman'ﬂhasay by the name
of bé; Skal, &én S8kal was certainly an official of the German
Embassy but what his exact rank was I do not now remember, It is
quite possible, however, that he was not one of the officials whose
nameSwould be on the official police list of officers of the German
Embassy. He would probably be an unofficial member of the Embassy
or perhaps even a Secret Service embbsary of Germany in the U.S.A.

That Devoy and ¥6n Skal met fairly frequently I learned from
Devoy., How and where and when they met I did not know but I do
remember once being taken to lunch in a German restaurant ir some-

where in Broadway,-1I cannot now rememberyits name'but'it was a very
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well-known place and Devoy and I had 1uncheon there on a few
occaeions and on each of these occasions Devoy met fﬁn Skal. )
Sometimea he would have Juat a paeaing word with him a8 he made—to
his_table. Bometimee they would meet in a cloakroom or 1avatory for
a few mimtes' talk. On one of these occasions I met Eén Skal
through the introduction of John Devoy and later on, shortly before

I left America, in a similar way:;¥on S8kal arranged with Devoy that

I should meet one'of his chiefs who later turned out to be the

famous ‘von Papﬂen;

. I was brought to an appartment house by Devoy late one night
-where we met b/; Skal and von Papken and had &bout an hour 8 talk
about eon@itions in Ireland. While in their company tEfLA;was only
Just Vague reference to the possibility of German help, but there was
reference made to the possibility that Germany might be of assistance
to Ireland end her fight for independence. VGn Skal and $/r Pap&en
aaked me many queetions about conditions 1n Irelan%,but B8O far as
I can remembef)there was certainly no direci or definite word of any
kind from them ae to the poeeibility of Germany doﬁ%}ranything for us

in the way of military help at any time.

- Not long arfter this I read in the newepapers that &65 Papken
was recalled, probably through the influence of the Britisﬁ.&overn-
ment acting on the American Goveraoment. I remember, too, reading
‘4n the papersy—] think I was in prison at the time-thatw:z?hia
boat eame close to England it was brought into some English harbour
and that there vgn Paﬁﬁen was closely guestioned by the British and
his papers closely examined. ‘I was hoping at this time that my
name would not appear ‘in-any of von Papven'e papers .as I was in the

‘hands of the British and it would not have been any help to me.

pefore‘l left the Unlted States 1 visitegrynshipgton. .1 was
given the name of one man there, 1: think r¥s-1fme was Mulcahy; if I
am not mistaken the name was Denis Dowling Mulcahy. I had sald that
I would like to see Washington, and having completed my mission I -
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I was free for some days. Devoy arranged that I ngﬁid fake‘an
Qicursioh train to washington. ' He told me hg_hadrﬁoney to send
ﬁﬂm{ifth me dbut that their Treasuref.was‘not yet ready. Ilthink
I had about twb weeks to apafe. One of theae, or ‘the best part
of one week 1 spent in Waahington looking around the city under
the guidance of this man Mulcahy. I did not discuss any .
political affairs or the eubject of mw miasion with Mulcahy though
I preanme he was prdbably ona of the heads of the Clanii na Gael .
in the Washington area, I also visited citiea in New Jersey S
and Connecticut, - I would have liked and thought I would have ﬂ
had an opportunity, of visiting Boston but Gid not’ succeed in
getting, there though I met a- oouple of prominent 013n§~na @ael . ¢
i,people from Boston during ny time 1n New York. n;iglgq met - one
or two prominent- clanﬁ.na Gael people from Chicago. ' 1. remember
the name of one of the Ohicago Glann na. Gael men was Maaor
Enright, the names of the othera I do not now remeﬂber. Bnright
was most anxioua that I should viait Ohicago but Davoy dqcideé

against,

1 cannot at ﬁhis moment remember the exact date of my
departure from New York, but I probably 1ert‘ear1y-1n May. The
day before I left New York I met in the Ennis Hotel in.h2nd

_ Street for the £irst time the Treasurer of the Glan&lna Gael

" whoqe name wae Denis A. Bpelliasy. Spell%asy‘had been collecting
money from the various_bnanéhés of the clanh_né Gael round the
country to be sent home with me on my return. When I met him 1n
the . company of John DGVOy he had a large handbag with him in

which he had 2 000.pounds in gold aovereigns.- -The gathering of
this sum in gold was one of the causes of the delay in my return.
Spelliaay was most anxious that Engldsh gold should be collected
for .the purpose of buying arme ;o help to drive the Br;t;sh out of
Ireland. He'had-a sentimental notion that it ﬁaa suitable

. retaliation to pay' the British.ﬁaok in their own coip, so to speak.
Ha'had gone- to great difficulties 1n‘gollect1ng-aovereiéns in small
‘sums from differént banking friends of his in New York andqin
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New Jeroey and in the end he had amaooed this amount:. . It was &
great source of disappointment to him when I refused to take the
money homo with me in gold. ‘ I<h§§—elreadg,told himi&v difficulties
in carrying £1,qqg%ig_gold.rgom;puh;inzto London in 1914 for the
pnrohaae-of arms;‘Paving had thia experience. I~was—determined—that—
I wao not going to run the riek of boing held up and having my bag
_examined at Liverpool on my return. The £2,000 in gold was &a°
tefriblf'heav& weight - ot least to me it oeemed=frightfullyuhea§j"
ana a hoavy bag would bo aure to attract the attention of both |
the customs and the police .authorities at the ponrt of dig;
embarkation. I explained all this to Spelliasy who say the point -
at once but was greatly ohagrinod that hia little plan of using
Britioh aovereigns to deotroy British power 1n Ireland was not
going to come off. I suggested to him to get British £50 or

£100 bank notes and that 1t would suit his purpose equally well 1f
Bxittlh Bank of Englanﬁ notes were used instead of British'
sovereigns and that Bank of England notes could be much more easily
‘carried or concealed 1f necessary. He agreed, but it meant that

he had to return the gold to the banks and aeouro bank notes

apd this meant delay. However, I still had a day before my boat
was due to sail but it was only about an hour before I was due to
leave for tne boat that Spellissy and Devoy ‘came along with the
money and the formal document which'Spellissy insisted that I

should sign as a'rooeipt to him for thio sum of money whioh wao
subscribed by the ordinary members of- the Glan*’na Gael of Ageoica
to help Ireland to end British domination of her country.

I rooeived, therefore, bank notes representing the sum of

82,000 and was instructed to give £1,000 to Eoin Mac Réill.as

head of the Irieh Volunteor Organisation, the other £1,000 I was

to hand to Tom Clarke or Beén MacDermott for the I.R.B. Denio
Bpeil;aay:iaa a superior officer of the Clank na Gael. i He was
also Treasurer of tﬁe Irish Volunteer Assocliation in America.

They called their organisation "The American comm;ftoe Irish
Rational Volunteers". They used also the Irish title on their

Lgh s
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notepaper which was "Fianna Pdthanach na hiireamn" (National
Ajmw'of'ireiand) This body I-presume was a subsidiary of the
cla.n& na Gael but there’ probably were members &n it and .
subscrlbers to 1t who would not be memverse of the Clann na Gael.
I presume it was most'certainly—controlled-whorever it existed by
clan)\ na Gael officers in the usual- way that such affa:l.rs were -

'arranged in Amerioa as well 8s in Iraland«ov-'é—u/'“" ”\//9- 'é

Spellissy ﬁaa very 1péistent that I should sign the forﬁaiE
receipt for the money he was éi?ing to me to be handed over to
the Volunteer Organisation in Ireland, I'ﬁappily managed to
preserve this receipt and i have'gi§en it to the Bur eau of

_Military History.For the £1,000 that I was given to hand ovéf‘to

the I.R.B. I was not asked to sign any receipt nor did I get any
receipt from Tom Clarke or Sedn MacDermott to whom I handed it
ouan the morning after. I arrived in publin. '

~ Po oloaerthigﬂgért of the accoun§ of the American visit I may
say that I ied no difficulty whataoevé:::gaﬁfgzzvzgzﬁhoat arrived
at Liverpool I walked off with crowds of other people returning
from Americaf—Brit;Bh:and Irish. I am sure there were police

officers at the end of the gangway scrutinising everyone of us as

. Weé passed through but I was not mpumtieik stopped or queationed 1n

";any way either by them or by the customs officials except tha
‘4Q’23u2% formal questions by—the-Customsoffieials as I passed through

,('

I prasnme, but I do not remember now, that I was asked to open my
suitcase which I did and it was cursorily examined and .I was let
throughf I had the money in a belt with pookets which I had
bought specially for the purpose and wore next my skin. . It waé.,
Eaay enough to carry, the bank not;a‘were in the émall purgesl' .
attached to the belt, but of course 1f I had been dibee&y-examined
this belt qpuld not have passed unnoticed.

Coming back to Ireland I came through Liverpool in the usual

. way butYI stayed on board the boat pretending to be asleep until

hours after the boat had arrived and until I thought the police
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would have d:lap‘peared; When I landed there was no. sign of any
of the detective :office'rb ‘about. It 18 strange that the '
detectives had not tdken the preod::tibn' of looking around the boat
before ‘they went 'off"dhty}a' \Zf they had made Iany béai;éh or
enquii‘m%}d have been esught. However T made my way from the
boat’ ey hourd or—two-after ‘the usuai time- of—the——arr‘kvaa:—of the

boat M

26 Samhain, 1952,

e
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I do not remember the exuct date of the arreat of Denis
McCullough and Herbert Moore Pim in Belfast but I have a digtinct
recollectibn of getting instructions from the I.,R.B. in Dublin-who
sent me the instructions I cannot now remember - to go to 3elfast.
and to take Charles Wyse éowar, B.L. with me. Power was &
delegate to the Ard Fheis of the Gaelic League at Dundalk at' that
time.' And the tw&”of us were to JoinVSeQmuB 0'Connor, Bolicitor

had alao been given instructions by the I.R.B. to take charge
P

Hcculidugh and Pim had been served with an order to leafe‘
Ireland and go to reside somewhere in England. This Order was
served under The Defence of the Realm Act which was a law passed
speclally to deal with anybody whom the Britieh wished to put in

t

prison or: to diapose of otherwlse as an undesirable person during

' the War.

Power and I met O'Connor whq@fx think(came to Dundalk to o

discuss the defence of McCullough and Pim with us and it was

. decided then, or maybe it had been ‘decided earlier, that.Henry

7

Hahna, K.C. afterwards Jude of the High Court should be engaged aisp
as Senior dounsel if he would agree -to—ugi- to defend these two'men.
I remember that émong the instructions we reéeived from the I.R.B.
was that the line of defence to be employed by Gounsel should be/::c%
would get this lew action as much wide publicity as possible in

Ireland and abrgad.

0'Connor, Power and I went to Belfast, I am-nbt quite sure what
) &, s %o A =
day of the week it was. We left Dundalk ; A

the trial eeme—off, We met Henry Hanna and discussed with him the

"line of defence, Hanna seemed very pleased to-have been engaged fo:

the case. He gave his view as to how he thought he could best
serve his clilents so as to secure them as short a sentence as
possible for their reﬁggg{AZ: Obey the order to leave Ireland.
Acting on 1natruction§(we were not interested as—%e-aecuring a short

sentence for the prisoners, As already stated, our desire was to

[
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eecure publicity. We explained all this to Hanna who seemed
hesitant about conducting a caee on euch 11nes. However,_we

_pereuaded him.

‘When the case cpened in the. Belf t ggg}strates Gourt '
Henry Hanna made a number of legal e%e%emeats as to the.
constitutionality of .the D.O.R.A. He had quite a number ofH
legal points to raise but, of course, they were all turned down
by the magietratéba£=anne one after the other. ., Then, seeing |
that he was not given a hearing for hie‘varioue legal points
Hanna started his speech for the defence and spoke as a most
ardent and patriotic Nationaliet, | He medetgemoat fiery anti-
Government speech pceeible with the result that the audience,

the court being literally packed to suffocation, cheered him -

Lt

warntnge~by’the Eietratesthat if the public interrupted the
proceedinge again the Court wculd have to be cJ.ear'ed;!t Hanna*k;:

enthusiastically at frequent 1ntervala. Aftar—gtwo or three
%%hbcﬂ‘

became ir posaible even more enthusiastically Hationaliﬂt in hia
' Rt cone
views eo.,o£-eeueee,_ae to -Bseeure that the crowd would cheer

an@ the Court would have to be cleaneq,thns aecuring for us the
publicity we were'looking'for. When there would—be now and then
blie ity s

en interruption -and some remarks of admonition by the magietrate
edereeeedﬂto the public, Hanna would turn to me and say: "How am 1
doing, am I 'doing all right¢". 0'Connor and I sat behind Hanna °
and Power in the legal benches in the Court. - The clearing of
the Court of course made a long 1nterruption,many of the pecple
resisted neing thrown out and dozens of police had to be bnought
in with the result that 4t was a fieid day for'the newspapermenﬁ‘
The magistrates were very displeased that their Court was treated
by the public with such contempt. The result of thie,x imagine/
was that Denis McCullough got a heavier sentence than he might
have got 1f this line of defence hed not been adopted., McCOullougl
was sentenced,as far as I remember, to four ncnthe-imprieonment

and Pim, for some reason or other, was let off with-three months.

. “
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The remains of o' DonOVan Rosaa were brought to Ireland
‘somﬂtime at the enﬂ of July 1915. Previoualy it had been A
deoided by the I.R.B. that a public funeral or the most

' 1mpreaaive character should be organised for the burigi of
0'Donovan Rossa's remains in Glasnevin Cemetery. 1 waa . |
indstmcted to select a spot somewhere near the o' Gonnell circle’

" in Glasnevin Oemetery and to.have,a grave openad there 'fﬁe
money: to be ‘paid for the grave being given by. me py’Tqm,Q}arke.;
The I.R.B. nominsted a Committee to take charge 9f_$ﬁp‘o?gaﬁisatioi
of - the public funeral. I was nominated as Q'mg;ber_pf the
Conmittee. The Gommittee was divided .;l.:}tO. au‘p-cqmit;teefq. to

deal with the 'various aspects o{ the organisation of tﬁb,fqneral.
I'do not remember now on which 8£~the sub-Committees I was asked
to serve, Albooklot dealing with the funarél in 511 its aspeots
wag publiehed ‘some monﬁhs-after the runeral In this booklet

a fulliliat of. the many members of the 0 Donovan Rossa funﬂaal
Committee as well as the names of the sﬁb-Oommittees .and those

who served on éach of thmmﬂm-tazﬁkﬁugy .

~ The funeral was one of the biggest public funerals that I
have ever aeen. It vas probably tha biggest ‘that ever took’
plaoe in Ireland with the exception posaibly of the funeral of .
Charles Stewart Parnell in October 1B9h\ As well as all the
branches of the I.R.B. the whole Irish Volunteer Organisation
was mgstgred to téké'part in the fﬁnéral and the occasion was used
by the Volunteers as en opportunity for showing their stremgth.
#s far as I remember the Volunteers marched in uniform, as miny of
them had uniforme. The funeral procession on that day was
certainly most impressive. As well as the Volunteers public
bodies of all kinda een£ strong delegations from all parts of
Ireland to take part in the funeral. Public bodies like County
councils and Urban councils(and Gorporations and othep bodiea of
that kind officially toock p?rt in the funeral procession.

Luckily the weather waé-particularly'kind'with the result that

~
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many thousands of people ‘stood ‘on the sidewalks to wétch ﬁhe‘
funeral proceasioﬁ‘pasaxf | | s

Pddraig Paarse waa asked, presumably by Tom Clarke to deliver
the funeral oration and as ::;;d be mﬁ:l remembered, he made 155
one. of ‘the great speeches of his life. I very well;remember the
profound 1mpression that Pearse's apeecthELffffﬂggyfaEEE) -1 was.
etanding alongaide»ef him whan he Bpoke and we all felt very proud
of his 1mpresaive oratorical achievement. He evidently had his
apeeoh, which was not too long, well memoriaed for he used no

notes on tha%—occasion.

After Pearse's oration the firing ﬁal’ty,which had béeh quiestly

and privately arranged for by either some Volunfeer Committeé'bf
-l ?pe.I.R;B. Committee~I do not now remember whichywere called and
they fired their volleys over the grave, This must have been one
of the first if not the very first occasion on which this °
military demonstration ‘took place in our lifetime and this too in
ite way made a deep impreasion not alone on all who were present
but on all who read the report afterwards. The 1.R.B. and the
Irish Volunteere were very proud of having been able to accomplish
this military demonstration deapite the orders of the British . ™

against the carrying of arms.

17 Nollaig, 1952,
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As far as I can recollect now I was occupied mostly during
the latter half of 1915 in looking after the weekly newspaper
"Natlonality™., Ipcidentally-I'am.suré i ﬁad maﬁy othep odd
dqba-to do for Sedn MacDermott and Tom Clarke. They were always
éalling on mejfér duties of ome kind or other and I was always at

their disposal,.

i remember in thtsICOnnBction on one occasion being sent to
Glasgow to 1h£erview a man whose name I do not now remember tho?
was a member of the Supreme Council of -the I,ReBs He was’ |
employed in an iron founﬁﬁry outside ef-Glasgow, I am not sure
of the name of the district, My instructions were to find thaf‘
" man and to swear‘him éut of the‘organisatian, It appears that‘
he had disagreed with the policy of the majority of the members
of the Supreme Council;of the-I,ﬁ.B., in particular,és far as I
remember now,hé'disaéreed'with their intention to have a Rising.
He differed so vitally from them that they decided not alome to
put him off the Supremé Council but to put him out of the
Organisayion altogether, I w;s:aent ovef to see him and to
insist ¢n his'taking an oath fo preserve secrecy with regard fb
what he had learned when he was a member of the organieat;on and

- of the Supreme Council, ‘- I found him at work in thelfoundipy
". and had him come outside with me and we walked to a quiet spot
in the meighbourhood of the foundjry. I explained to him the
purpose of my visit. He recognised me as he had eeen me in B
Dublin some timeihe.told me, and was quite willing to do what I
was lnstructed to_réqnest. He took the éath and we parted on

good terms.

It may be as well to set this down at this point just for
‘the récord. Soon gfter the staie of war had been declared in
Burope word reached Tom Clarke tyrough some official of the Post
Office ihat withxwimm ﬁith many of whom he and other members of.
the Supreme Council of the'I.R.p; were in touch' that a revised
list had been supplied to the Department concerned éjgthe Post

Office of the names of persons whose correspondence was to be
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closely watched, It should be remember/%?mt at all times the
British Goirernment had on their 1ist in Ireland a number of ;';ereone
whose correéspondence was watched, that is to eay was taken up by
epecial ordere /brought to m-l officials of the Headquarters of
the Poet office » ened expertly by epe cial machinery, the
correspondence read and ecrutinized. and the envelope again cloeed‘
in Bi}‘i.!}.- e.'f.‘e‘ehio'n' that it would not be easy to recognise that the
enxalope had fbeen, opened. . Before the War, the list, as we were'
informed, was not a very long one }‘ent the names of practieellyi
all of those who were members of the Supreme Council and others

like myself wlio were prominent in the Sinn Féin or the independence

movement in genera].} were on it.

Evidently there was eomebo.dy who wae e.c-tna]?y one of the

confidential officers in charge of this perticular aspect of the
Britieh espionage work) who was emypathet.tc to our eide,@; any rate
a copy of the aew revised and much en_larged 1ist of the names of
persons whose correspondence was to be "thne closely .scrutinized

/
was given Weither to Tom c:l.arke ‘or nacDermott oaﬂe&h L-do—

ngnﬁggggrsaﬂﬁher. ‘Clarke at any rate was ‘my informant in thie
particular matfer, ‘He told me that of course my name was on the
116t and that I should be careful of my correspondence and wWarn my
friende. He gave me the names of a long 1iet of other people,
most of them living in or around Dublin but others living 1n all
parts of the country, North, South, Eaét and west., In the case of
thoee'people liviné edteide Dublin, tneir.eorreepondenee would hare
to be taken out of the local Post Office and forwarded in epeoiel
sealed envelopes to the officer in charge of this particular
epecial branch in the Post Office.

One new name that'eppeared on the rewised 11st shown to

. . - P : .. .
Clarke was the name ofhgen who had not so long before been elected

a member of the Supreme Council of the I.R.B, He,w & rotestant
named Sée'mue Deakin. | I remember Deakin wel%e firet tre—-
'Join%e Sinn Féin movement when we had offiees** em&-mﬁ'a" over '
No. 11 Lower O' Connell 8treet, a house at the corner of Q' Connell.

- ,
Street and Lr. Abbey Street, In these premises te- used to have
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:1ecturee every Monday night and after.the lechree dieeueeione
.arieing out of the lecture nnﬂ rarioue aspecte of Irish hietoryb
-took plece. It was here that I firet came across Deakin who
.wae then employed I think as Manager of a big wholesale and
retail chemiete end druggiete eetabliehment I think the name
_‘wae Hoyte & co. of o! Connell Street. | What 1nduced him to come
..1nto the Sinn Féln and 1ndependence movement 1 do not now know)
but he was a regular attendant at the Binn Féin 1ecturee in
”0 COnnell Street and 1ater was recruited by whom I do not now

.remember, into the I.R,B,

t

Tom Clarke a#—eourse informed Deakin that his name was Rew
on the 1iet of suspects whoee correspondence wee to be wetched;
Thie came as a great ehock to ﬂeakin and I tnink that soon after
A thie'Deakin reeigned tronlal; aotivitieeE?eeociated with the.
netional movement. ' He later had a _ghop on the North Circular -

Road neayr Blackqniere Bridge.

It 1s well'to put on record somewhere how closely all of us
who were of any prominence in the Movement were wetched by the
Special Detective Department charged with political spy work.
This Branch of the Detective Department was known as the 'G'
Division, My circle of the I.R.B., met where most of the Dublin
circles meE,in the houee belonging to the Irish National\
Porfaters’ Orgenieetion, L1 Parnell Square. This 18 a 1arge
house with many rooms and it was ueed as the Dublin Headquartere
of the National Forjesters which was a eort of benevolent

creil
ergani

in control of that organisation wepre members of the I.R.Bﬁf

on, Some of the members of the Exeeutive Committee -

particularly one/Jamee Stritch, He was employed as an overeeer

I think in the Peving Department of the Dublin Corporation and

| had many men under his control,most of theee he had recruited 1nto
the Forfeetere' Organieation and probably a good proportion of

those also imto therI-FQB- Stritch devoted al& his spare
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timeto thaae two organisations, the I.R.B and the: Foqﬁesters.

He was & very hard-working, strict,honest and God-fearing man,

"He was, I think, personally responsible for. the success of.-the

Foq}esters'QOrganisation in running that house .and he collected

| cr-amaszed a oonsidarable sum of money for the purpose of

cgrrying out big extenaiona and improvementa to that building.
Amongst other things he built a large. hall at the back of the
house which was used for all sorta of purposes. It would
probably seat %@0 or 890 people. It had a hqamtfui stage

and here concerts were frequently held‘and dramatic performances'
given by amateur dramatic sooieties fram all parts of the Gity,
and of course occaaionally for special meetings of the I.R.B.

)

‘Because of James Stritch'e association with the I.R.B.
'this building miéht be"regarded as thé local I1.R.B. Headquarters
for Dublinz It is certain that almost every night of the week
some branun, Bometimea two or three'branches of the I.R.B. held’
their meetings in the houee. . A good deal of money was derived
rrom the rents paid by the varioue organiaations, the I.R.B.
included, for the use of theae rooms to James Stritch on behalf

or the Ror*ester 8 organiaation.

- Of course 1t very soon became known to the Detective Branch
of -the Dublin polioe that the I.R.B. used this house regularly
as a place of meeting and as a result every night of the week
there were adwXys paXtam at least two members of thé Detective
.qunch_outﬂide the door. These men presumably made‘nntes of
the people who passed in and out. Théy, of cdurae, would not
know who were attending the Forcestern meetings or who .were
attending.Gaelic League lbotures becauae;?ome branches of the

.Gaelic League were in that building alao. or who were attending

the I.R.B, meetings. Probably the g, men were soon able to:

4

‘Plck out for themselvea,because of their knowledge and experience,

“the people assooiated with the, oveme who attended ggi—the
o/

ske£-gather1ngs& It is certain, however, that

there must have been very full accounts given every day or every
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night to the Chief of the Dublin police of the names of the
individuals and the numbers who were éttqnﬁ;ng meetings of this
kind, | |

L ) . .. .way _’ : —
Another place that was used in a similar ;ag.for I.R.B.

meetinge as well as Por meetings of other societles was L1 Ybrkﬂ

| Streét,cgnown as the Dublin Workingmen's Glub., What I said

with regard to 41 Parnell Square applied equally to 41 York§
Street wh;chi%ggﬁgahstantly under obbervation by the Detective
Branch. I do not think the police ever paid such close
attention to the Headquarters of the Gaelic ﬁeague, 25IParnell

Square or 3l Upr. O'Connell Street.

Now, with regard to the Irish National Forf{esters’
Organisation. I have no 1idea Gﬁ how.or when this organisation
came into exiétence.. "I have an idea thap there existed a
similar organisation in England and it was probably originally
intended for Irish members as a branch of this organisation in
England or merely as a similar organisation mainly composed of
workingelass people. In my time, so Par as I have been able to
observe,'its purpose was purely benevdlent. 80 far as I am
aware it had noﬂpolitical activities. The organisation I think
was called the Irieh N&tionai Fovﬁestera;fzig membergzbeing
genqral;y of working-class type would all be Saiﬁyaconnectedl

with the Home Rule Movement, probably 90% er—BY=Ey evemr—rooHh.

of the members of this organisation would be supporters of the

- Home Rule Movement,gnd many of —the memboreacted—in-working in

connmeTtion wWith—t6w—

When I first was elected to Dubliin corﬁération'a prominent
member of that body wes Mr. Joseph Hutchinson, afterwards for,I
thin%,a couple of years Lord Mayor of Dublin)lhx was then the

Generél‘Secretary of the Forrestera' drganisation. The

Foqfeatefa collected weekly contributions from their members” '

for benevolent purposes. ‘8o far ag I know they did not use

‘their funds for anything in the nature of political work.
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Their organisation was-etrongeetﬁin the days before social.
services such as. Lloyd George.1ntrodueed/became.operative.
However, their work to provide this for people of the working
class during 111nees, during unemployment and for funeral
expénaee of deceased members and their families was 1n those
days helprul. 1 think the Forfeetere"Organisation was one
of the ‘many e&mﬁ&er organieatione that were 1ater absorbed in
the Natior ealth Scheme which Lloyd George brought into
exietenét;when he was in control of Finance in the British

- Government.

Because of the fact that the Forfestere' building at

41 Parnell Sqnare was ueed 80 freqnently‘bj the 1.3.3.1533333"

may have formed the impreesion that the Forfeaters Organisation
T- had some close aeeocietion with the I.R.B. and 1ts activities.
It should I think, ‘therefore be made cleer that as an
organisation the Forf'estere had no ‘offiocial go%eotion with&a-‘_
either Sinn Péin or the I.R.B. It 18 qnite—aeee4h&o—that many
G3—&hﬁJmﬂNNHHLJNLJdLaﬂy—Pa$O~EBmB of the members of the
Forfeeteezigpuld have been members of deth Sihn Féin ané the
I.R.B.&b My 1mpreseion is, however, that the vast majority of
the members of the Foqfeatere would not be associated with the
i.R B. although some of  their leading members like James

Stritch were active in the Independence movement.

21 Eandir, 1953. - - : | \
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I am asked 1f I can remember anything about the

diaapLearance of Joseph Gonnplly for three or four days in
JanpaLy, 1916, '
7

;I well remember hearing the talk that went on 1n our

circlea about thé diaappearance of connolly but I an not 1n a

{ poa:ltion to offeraw explanation or theory on the aub;]ect.

~ At that period I was a dally visitor to Tom Clarke's shop
and to Beén MacDermott's office at: 12 D'Olier Street, and I

* would| hear, ndurally, all the gossepp that was going on with

28,1453,

reference to our movement. I well remember that we had talks

-on the subjeot of Connolly but I have no recollection whatever

'now ag to the details of what was said to me 6r“the‘explanations

that were offered to me to account for the absence of Connolly
from Lia own office for a number of days. I am sure I was told
at-the'time what was known to Clarke and MacDermott on the
matter but anything 1 was told has completely escaped my

memo I‘.'.V ] - \
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I think 1t was on Sunday the 9th April that. nadDermott
asked me to go with him to Woodtown Park, Rathfarnham,
where he sald he was anx;ous to have a talk with MacNeill.,
Hé suggested that i1t would be a good idea if we got two
girls to accompany us just to throw off susplicion in case

detectiven were watching us as they surely would:be. 8o

|we Hred a taxi and I got Min and Phyllis Ryan to accoppany

|us and we went ocut to Woodtown Park which place I saw,for

the first time,

MacDermott wont in and espeng, as far as I can remember,

‘a half an hour or three-quarters of an hour in talk with

MacNeill., Ve did not leave the car. When MacDermott

. céme out to rejoin us he seemed in the greatest possible

good humour, He told me later, aftep we had parted from
the ladies, that he was very happy over the result of his
interviews that he had a full, free and frank discussion
with MacNelll as to coming events. dd?e;aid not give me
further information as to what me meant by the “coming

v

events". He, I think, referred a number of times in the

course of his talk to the "manoeuvres arranged for Easter
| A e hoem
Sunday". 8o far as 1 can how remeager there—was-no use’ gf-

i .
the word "Rising" or "Inaurrection"aet any time in the

O

ourse of our talky

_Perhaps 1t 1s as well to stress here the point that

&% no time d1d Clarke or MacDermott, with whom I was always
on the most friendly and perhaps I could say intimate termq/
ever tell me definitely that the Rising was to take place
on Easter Sunday. We rafely spoke of the subject but if
we did there would be vague references to "manoeuvres" or
"the arrangements" that were to take place at Easter. Some
words éuch as these, vague and indefinite, were, I think I

could say, practically always used.
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Of course, Clarke and MacDermott knew that I .was aﬁare
of the decielon made in September eﬂ70§:nher 19144 for a
Rising to take place under certain conditibns as I have
already said, and, furthermore, they, in March 1915, sent -
me to America to giie verbally a detaiied account of the

plans for the,vnis %& %&aat as far aa Dublin was -
concerned, whanaverdfi—éame-off. Therefore, I presume
Clarke and MacDermott when they did ever discuss this
matter with me took it for granted that I knew exaotly
what they referred to, and what was in their minds, but at
no time did either one or other oE phe two ever gay to me
that a Rising widl take place on elther ERaster Bunday or
Monday, 1916. I had to deduce that for myself. )

L.

On the following gunday - thdat would be April the
16th - the Sunday before the date arranged for the Rising,
again MacDermott asked me to accompany him on a visit to
Eoin MacKeill's house at Woodtown Park, Rathfarﬁham; Co.
Dublin. He suggested that we do as we had done the last
day and take two lady friends with us on the Joufney. b §

'hired a taxi and arranged that this time instead of

fhyllie Ryan with her sister Min, we woulS tﬁ%ﬁﬂg;abzhu&1l,"

end a friend of hers, Miss Bridget Dohenﬂy, who was on
holidays in Dublin over from England where she was engaged
teaching in some College in London. |

75?73UT6£Ha$CKBA£

We made the Journe} and again MacDermott went alone

into the house and, presumably, had his talk with Eoin

ed1l. Again when he rejoined us he was in excellent
good—rronc:rv " Before leaving the ladies ‘we had tea
somewhere, I cannot now remember where, and then MacDermott
and I went off. What I do remember is that MacDermott’
went into great detall with me describing his talk with
MacNeill. He said that MacNeill had beeg};iggn a great
deal of troubles that he had changed his mind several

times: that when he had seen MacDermott on the previous
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Sunday, Hacﬂeill had accepted in full the programme that
had been drawn up for Easter but that during that week -
otheres had discussed the matter with him and had persuaded
|nim to change nis nind, I think 1t 1e probable that
MacDermott mentioned the names of some of thosa who, he had
learned, had been 1n consultation with Maeﬂeill but I
cannot now remember accurately wh&ﬂv; mentioned, B0 1 think
I had better mention no names. I do remember, however, |
‘that MacDermott was fierce in his denouncement of'peoﬁle
who® he sald were interfering and putting MadNeill Yon the

~wrong track" as macDermott deseribed it.

I well remember that MacDermott said to me: "I have

aiscussed everything with MacNeill: evéry detail of the

frangements for Easter Sunday, and he has accepted all our
plans, I hope to God that he does not run away again
during the coming week. 1I'll have to see what we can do
with those fellows who are interfering and influencing ‘
MacNeill and putting him in thé wrong direction. I'll
have tc do something about him."

.

I can séy definitely th&tqégfkhat Sunday evening-
MacDermott was in the mbst happy good humour confident of
the fact that he had satisfied MacNeill, and that he had
got MacNeill's promise to Join in the arrangements for the
mobilisation and take his part as Chief-of-Staff of the

Volunteers in direecting the‘manoeufres.

<

-

The following week, Holy Week, was a busy ﬁéek for ali
of us in the movement. One would meet members of the
Volunteers everywhere around the ¢ity who would tell one

of | their plans to arm and equip themselves so as tormake

as|good a show as possible at the manoeuvres on the

&F ﬁ?owing Sunday. 8Shops like lLawlor's of Fownes Street

‘yhd made a especlalty of selling Volunteer equipment were
full from morning till night with Volunteers seeking to
pujchaae equipment of vgrioua kinds. I visited the
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Volunteer Headquarters in Dawson 8treet a couple of times

" with messages té 0'Ralllly. He was there working like a

alave doing his job, which was to find arms and ammunition
‘to eqnip the variocus companies of Volunteers and various
officers who were bombardinglhﬂm dgily with requests to
purchase arms and ammunition for thqméelves and theim men.

‘The weekfaq I say was an extrémely busy one for all of

7

us connected with the movement. Everywhere one ﬁent,

in practically every street, every shop and in the various
rqstauranfa which were the rendeZVOuiifbr pecple of our typg
the sub ject of the manoeuvres was actively discussed, and
people would raiae-qneationa as to what was behind the
manceuvres. ¥as there something more serious intended?

The suggestion genbrally was that something very serious

was afoot, but its effect in general seemed to me only

to make the volunteer element and certainly the I.R.B.
element omiy more and more active and enthusiastic. 8o

far as my recollection goes of my many conversations with
friends pnd people i knew in the movement during that week
tJere was nothing but the greatest enthusiasm and, of course

seme excitement as to what was going to'happen;

OQheridghours were afloat and were frequently
discussed, but only in the most confidential way among

. <&
the what one might call ?higher ups” of the movement. These

were rumours of a division in the ®menmks. It was freely
s8aid that some of the leaders were divided and I think it
wad known to a number in Dublin that certain wellsknown

people had been sent to different centres in the country

- some said by Hobson, others said'by'MacNeill, to warn

theLVOIunteers against taking part in the manoceuvres.
Gossip of this kind was going on certainly from about the

Wednesday of Holy Week.

1 have no recollection of what part, if any, 0'Rahilly
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took in the comings and goings of that week. I have

a recollection of seeing and speaking to O'Rahilly, 1
think 1t was that week, in the Headquarters' Office in
Dawson Stréet, but as far as I remember my talks with him
would be early in the week, but as to what part 0'Rahilly
took, or whether he took any part, or whether he travélled
round the country,as has heen suggested somewhare;
carrying meésages for MacNeill or Hobson during the course
of that week 1 have no knowledge. |

Certainly the city was full of rumours and full of

gossip and full of stories and fuil of excitement, bﬁt the
work of arming and egquipping the Volunteers went on at

fever heat right up to the last moment.

Por my own part I ha& declded to'get a_uniform made
for m&aelf for the manoeuvres, and as I had been appointed
y Pearse as Qaptain on his staff I was told I ahoul& have
bright yellow tabs on my collar to indicate my atgff~raﬁk,

| o ST
I ordered this suit from Gleesons, Upr. 0'Connell 8treet. .

If I have not already mentioned it, I should mentibgA
that it was about Christmas timé, elther shortly before
or shortly after Christimas, 1915, that Pearse asked me
one day if I would be willing to Join his staff wheﬂ
certain big events which we did not go into detail abouﬁ)h“
would take placis. ' I said: ™Certainly, I would be glad -
o Jjoin your staff", and he said: "Well, then you will

t

Join my staff as Captain, your appointment=only to take
»”

e

ffect when we start operations.

At the same time and on the same occasion he asked me

.1f I could procure from any of my friends in the offices
of the Dublin QGorporation, plans of the sewerage and water

' qpnks'of the city. He said he had already arranged with

,Asqmebody else to get for him plans of the.mains where the
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electric cables were laid. He was getting these, he said,
but he also needed plans of the sewers and water mains

and asked me if I could prbcure these for him, They would,

.. he said, later be perhaps of great value to him., These

plans'l secured and gave to Pearse probably in the month
of Mmrch er-Fedbruery, 1916.

11 Feabhra, 1953.
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(To be inserted on page 219 over last paragraph)

I have reforred already io the rumours toat yere afloat
during tho'yoek or ten &ayg poeceeding the Fising, Sogo of
theoe rumoura-conoerned aupposed differences amongat the
members of the Volunteer Executive and probably also leaders
of the I.R.B, Ons thing that was probably reSponsfble
for giving rise to a lot of these rumours was,’ words used by

Hobaon in an address which he gave at a concert held in the

-Foqﬁeatera Hall, Parnell Bquarg on Palm_sunday night .

Thia concert was organised, as far as 1 can remember now,
b o’CrMVC.’a&.,
by the Cumann na mBan to raise funds for thetr—organ&sa&ion.

I was not present at the concert nor did I hear

. Hobson'se address, but I certainly have a vivid recollectioh

of the vigour of the denouncements of Hobson and of ‘his
. | -0
words made to me when balking to Sedn MacDermott and others
1

of our circle. . , . : .&* |
l - tad

Hobson, it appears, warned thoee ﬁ}esent agains? gertair
people who were working to drag thom 1nto action. I do

not know if Hobson's words have been reported anywhere in

et o mmam = et armm—

the press, it is qnite poesible that_aome qocount of:them
dbe found in the "Evening Telegraph" of that week, but

oertainly in VOlunteer circles’ and in I.R.B. oirolea there “

was much discussion of what was regarded as the "Btrange"

words used by Hobson,

I do not particularly remember any of the phraséa'nsed
by MacDermott, or probably also by Tom Clarke, but I: have a
definite reoollection that they were both very 1ntereated
in the words used hy Hobson and were aurpriaod that Hobson
had got such an opportunity to addresa a gathering of the ;
kind and to sow seeds of Buspicion and diasen‘ion amongst R

the Volunteera and their supporters.



221,

Others will prdbably*have'givén'a full account of the
big‘pafaﬂg of all the(battalioﬁs and companies of the-lrigh
Volunteers which was held on_patrickie Day, 1916. 1 was
not present at thie parade'aaAI was in Waterford speaking
at the Gaelic League Public meeting held either inside or

outside the Towh' Hall, waterford, I am not sure now which.

o(’,é.,[;no,,, ’

In April 1915,.1 was appointed (eneral Becretary of
the Gaelic League and from that time on I avoided attending
public meetings or funcilons or parades of the Volunteers.ﬂ
This I did becausé the Executive Committee of the Gaelic
Leégﬁé was, politically speaking, a very mixed body and
there were certainly members of the Coisde Gnotha who would
dislike very much the idea of the General Secretary of the
'Gaelic League taking a prominent part in guch & definitely

party-political organisation as the Irish Volunteers. It
‘did not mean in rea;it& that I was less active in the
‘national movement. I did as much work as ever on the
quief for Clarke, MacDermott, Pearse and for the ?&iunﬁéers
and the I.R.B. when I could do so without coming 1nto ‘the
limelight. o
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Another-matterrthat gave rise to very widespiead
diacuasion and certainly oaused oonnternation was the
publication of ‘a .document said to have been purloined from_
the Secretary's Office, Dublin Qastle, an@lwhiohﬂgave |
detailed instructions to the police and military as to
théfzgztngggimhny important and-qel;-knbwp_puplic men

and the raiding of thq homes and residences of cgrta1n ‘
other people, all distinguished in the City, amongst them

being the Archbishop of Dublin, Dr. william Walsh,

A

A meeting of the Dublin Corporation was held on the
Wednesday of that week ai the City Hall. I do not now
remember what the purpose of the meeting was but it may
have been t6 strike the rate for the coming figanc;al year.
Usually for this purpose a speclal meeting q£ the _
Corporation would be summoned and i think this meeting\a;}
which the document I referred to was read must hafe;bgen a
special meeting of the Muniéipal Council because as I now
recollect,it was held on a Wednesday, and usually the
Gorporation meetings were held on Monda&a.l ﬁowevéré at
this meeting this dbcument was read out by Alderman Tom
Kel}y. He accepted the documeptraa authentic and secmed
to be wholly patisfied that it was in every way reliable,
and he,'I think, spoke of the responsible peérsons who had
given him the document and expressed I=thihRk his '
conviotion that this was something that should be taken

very seriously indeed. He warned, as I now remember, the

' Government and the authorities againet taking the action

that was forecast in this document and said that if they
dttempted to carry out the plans as presented +thest-
Ibodshed would result.

.The document and the speech bﬁ Alderman Tom Kelly
certainly made a profound impression on the members of
the Dublin Corporation. Alderman Tom Kelly was regarded
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by all pérties iﬁ the City aes a véry fesponsible, worthy
citizen., He was not himself a member of the Volunteers
thoiugh he was one of the founders of Simn Féin and one of
its principal epokesmen at all t;mes; I think 1t is true
to say, therefore, that even his most vigorous &aé—éﬁwang

"political opponents glwéyé had the highest respect and

regard for Alderman Tom Kelly, and anything anﬁzﬂxanyzhipg

he said in his public Bpeechee would be taken aerioua

:notice of by everybedy.

The faot that he was reaponaible for giving publicity
to this document oertainly secured for 1t notice that if
read by othera, it might not have-received. " The evening,
papers in Dublin published the document under big sensation-
al headings. ' l |

~ After the first sensation over the publication of this
document by Alderman Kelly, the.pro-British element—
including in that the Home Rule elementjpras améngst the
members of the Corporation ﬁn&,'of course, the Unionist
element=all pooh-poched the document.and gave it as .their
view that the whole thing was a. complete fabrication; it
was a bogus dbeuﬁent; it was something that had been put
together by extremists in the national movement. Their =
view was that it was not worthy of attention. Same of the
Unionists, also dﬁathnse Bomdzliberal or Home Rule 'element
1 remember at that time said that they had had qnquiriegﬂ
made in thg proper.quarters which, of course, agéS%ﬁZE:;ng
Dublin Castle, and thé Chief Secretary's Yffice, and they
maintained that they were satisfled with-—the—findings—they
hadfreéeive&—ﬁ*that no-such document ever existed 1in the
Chief Becretary's Officézﬁﬁblin Castle. They further
stated that there was never any 1ntention to arrest the

people mentioned in the document, and most certainly not
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to raid the houses of the promihent people including the
Archbishop;'whose names were also given in'the‘ddcuméht.
Théylwefp 80 atrong 1nrthe1£ repudiations that théy;ﬁ&éa*
au@ceedgﬁ in persuading ﬁany of our peopie‘that the

document should be taken cum grano salis,

I remember going with Alderman Tom 5‘33‘%3--““” the

. L‘!‘m )
meeting to his place of business in Sth. &mme Street and we

had long talks about the. d gpt{aqﬁ the step that

A&éggﬁan-nnlay had tak;:ijgggz was f&ii?fgonvincéd at the
time of the authenticity of the document and he said he
took the opportunity to read it at the mesting of the
Dublin Corporation so as to show up the Dublin Castle
element, give warning to the people whoée‘hamea were
i;mentioned in the documeﬁt, and thus fo Becufé that the |

plan,being éxpoaed in this way in advance ,would hever be
carried out - that was his purpose. ' |
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' pemember, too, discussing with him and one or two
other memberse of the Corporation who dropped in to ta}k
with Alderman Kelly on this subjedt, the possibility that
Alderman Kelly himself might be arrested that evening
for exposing this document. Some advised Wimr that he
should not\stay at his home that night, that surely he
would be arrested and .oembadnly prosecuted and probably
deporﬁed; as others had been in recent times, We had long
talks with Aldermsn Tom Kelly on this subject but he firmly
resisted any suggestion that he should do anything but
oarry on hie normal daily 1life. I really believe that if
it had been myéelf or any other membef of the Corporation
who had taken the action that Alderman Kelly had in
reading that documen?xthe police would have arrested any off
ﬁe, but Alderman Tomds repydation was so high in the pitj
and hie character for honesty was bBo highly respected that
the police and the authorities generally in Dublin Castle
decided that they would not arrest him, and that their
attitude aleo would be to scoff at the document and throw
as much cold water as possible on it and induce the public

el

to believe that it was an entire fabrication,
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I cannot reecall with any precision anything of the
various activities that'certainly kept us day:ahd n;ght
working with all the energy we poase;sed‘to be fully
prepared for the big event due io take place on Easter
Sunday.” I know I was fully occupied doing odd jobs of all:
kinds at the request of Clark sometimesy—MoDermott other
times, to assist them in their operations. I would see
thege two men several times each day. I would be back and
fbrward from‘the Gaelic League ofrice tq gee Tom (Clarke in
his shop in Pafnell Street, and from there would go to the

L

"Irish Freedom" office 12, D'0Olier Street, and 1t is true -

to say, I think, that every time Y would meet Clark or
Ma¢Dermott they would have some bit of work of some account

to suggeat to me ‘to do. In these two places, too, one .

would meet during the few days before Easter peoplé prominent
in the movement from al#bgrta»or Ireland and from England and

S8cotland also. .. Probably it would be - correct to say that
most of the visitors - those of them active in the Volunteer
organiaationa certainly - were in Dublin for the purposg of"

trying to secure arms for themaelves or their colleagues in'

the Volunteers. I am sure that the Volunteer Headquarters '

was a very busy place these days also, but except for one

visit to see The 0'Rahilly early in the week I do not think %

I visited the Volunteer Headquarters at all.,

I remember meeting one of the men who went on the

- .

Journey. to Kerry in connection with the fitting up of the’ ”'ﬁ;i

wireless, a man named Keating who had come over from pt think

‘London some day during that week. I saw him on the day he

started off for Kerry, and I remember his good~humoured talk
about the pleasant trip that he and his companions were
geing to have. I did not know much about his progect, I was

‘not present_when he was receiving his instructions from

MacDermett, but speaking with. him in the "Freedom" office
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he seemed to take it for grented that 1 knew the nature of
the work that had been égtrgatea to him. I cannot now
remember when 1t was.that I heéfd the sad news of the drownin
of Keating and some of his companions at Kif%rglin. 1 may
have heard that on the Friday evening but I am not now sure,
but, of course, that disastrous bit of news was much
diascussed and_canvaased'amongst_ﬁa certéiniy'dufing that

Saturday of_ﬂoly WOek.

on the Saturday of Holy Week I was crossing O'Connell
~Street near the G.P,0. and Nelson Pillar -~ I cannot now say
exactly what time of the day it was but I think it was
about noon - when I met a man who was faiply well-known

to me as a sympathiser with our movement. He was a
journalist by the name of T, F. 0'Sullivan. . I tﬁink he
came from some part of Co. Kerry. 0'Sullivan stopped me
and asked me if I knew where he could find Eoin MacNeill
or Sedn MacDérmott. I teld him where Eoin MacNeill liwed
and said if he wished torseemhim he would probabiy have to
‘go out to @oodtown Park, Rathfarnham, and added phat

going dire&t to MacDermott's office and expected to mess
there, and that i1f he had any message he could come w
and probably would see MacDermott. .He then told me

a great hurry but that he would be grateful to me if
convey to MacDermott an important piece of informatio'“
he had Jjust received.frxom He then said that shortly be
Shether he said that morning or the night before I canh
recollect, an officlal from thg Military Headquarters K
called on the Editor of the "Freeman's Journal® with

instructions to warn him that on no acceunt was there to

- appear in the "Freeman's Journal" or any of fheir newspapers

f.

any report of the arrest of Roger Casement. ﬁe told the

ediitor that Reder Casement had been arrested in Trélee on:
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the'Friéay and had been sent a prisoner to London. | He gave
‘the editer this news but again warned him that 1t must not
abpeaf in any newapapér. Similar'warningé, he said, were

being given to the editors of each of the Dublin mwepapers.

. This, of course, was qer;ainly news and I went with all
speed to find MacDermott. My recollection now is that
when I met MacDermeott and told him the news he showed no
surprise and added that unfortunately he knew that what I
sald was true. I think wé talked about the arrest of
Casement, by what'route'he‘wgs to_be taken. or had been
taken across to England, As far as 1 can recollect now
MacDermott did not appear to be avare of the route that had
been taken by the police or military to conduct Casement to
_ London. The rurther details of Casement B arrival on the
coast and the arrest of Stack and Con Collins,~I think the
latter was later in the daygpsthat is on the Saturday;-all
 these things together with the news of the arrest of

Casement and the drowning ef the men in the river Laune.... -

, . 4oz, ;
near Killerglin wes regerded as not only unfortunate but

disastrous by us.

Nattrally ell this news spread like wildfire and was
the general subject of discussion with everyone one me't

anywhere,

The next thing I remember on the S8aturday is maki?g a
call to‘Gieeson'a_id 0'Cennell Street where I had an ‘
appointment te try on for the last time the beautiful new
'uniform which I was going te wear for the first time on
_Easter Sunday, I remamber being mnch disappointed that-
I was told in Gleeaons that the uniform was not ready and
that I would have to come back again that avening,fYE;}
promised that my uniform would be finished that night.

The next thing I did wae to go to a barber's shop

4
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kept by a man named Ridgeway in the basement of Purcell's
tebacconist's store at the corner of Westmoreland Street .
and D'Olier Street. I think thia would be about 2.30 or

3 e'cleck after lunch. When I went into the barber's shop
to get my hair cut I spotted Arthur Griffith in the barber's
being shaved, and befere he had finiehed I was, ca{jgg into
a chair to have my hair cut and I sat beside Gelirtthe—
pefore I got into the chair I said to Griffith that I would
like him to wait for me until I was finished ;jthat I had
something important to tell him. Gariffith waited and when
we got outside the shop I told him the news I had received
from T. F. O'Sullivan. This was the first that Griffith
had heard about the Casement arrest, He was greatiy
shocked and wondered what the moenins of 1t wds. Wa#lking
up Westmoreland Street Griffith made a bitter complaint to
me that he had, hewssmid, been promised at thé time that ihe
agreeﬁont was come to in September, 191l, as to werking '
together, ha;had_beeappremtssa—‘ua-aaid, by Glarke and
MacDermott that he would be kept fully inrormed of what
they were doing and what steps they were taking te earry
out the agreement that had been arrived at. He said that
there were many things happening these times - things of
impertance - not one of whioch he had been consulted ébout
or infermed of. He egid that he felt very hurt that
Clarke and MacDermott hed hﬁf taken him, according te their

promise, into their confidence.

” we talked sbout the "manceuvres'-as they were termed -
At irere : -

. to take place on the Sunday and he asked me what I theught
was afab and I told him that I believed that something
serious was intended.- He sald that he thought so too, but

. this latest news about Casement together with the news of
ﬂzg‘drawning of the men at Kilorglin and other news that

’ A7 nd

-was happcning round the City convinced him that there was
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much more behind the "manceuvres" than the ordinary
people'suhpecﬁed.‘ -

I

ariffith then suggested that MacNeill should be given

the information that I had received,v I agreed. I told '

him that T. F. 0'Sullivan had asked me 'if possible to give

the jnformation to Boin Macneill as well as to MacDermott.
(B

I madd te—Griffith*—~ﬂw&&&wyou come with me to MacNeill's™

He said he would. - I took a taxi from College Green and we
drove to Woodtown, Rathfarnham.

I am not certain as to the hour at which we arrived at
Woodtoﬁn Park. It was dusk 4if I remember righply. I had
been‘to Woodtewn before as 1 have aiready recounted. I
knew where the house was but the driver stopped at a gate
and said that this was Woodtown Park. I doubted it and
get out of the car, lecked at the name on the gate and
it was not the gate of Woodtewn Pafk, this was another
100 yﬁrds or so mx further up, I was furning back to get
into the taxi when who came aleng but Seamus O'Connpgﬂthen 8
well-known figureAin the national mevement as well as in the
Gaelic League. I expressed surprise at seeing Seamus '
there. I told him that I was looking for MacNeill's houses~
that Griffith and I were going there, léeamua, as I no;

R, ek Dbl e
recollect 1it, Beemed rather exeited and I think a bit taken.
abaek at being met by me there and he'aaiéj;emme that—Jd—was
not to tell lerke or MacDermott or anybody else that I met
hiﬁ there, as, he sald, he had been out to see MacNelll
but he would rather that this should not be known.

V—— .
Griffith and I sa‘;ﬂacﬂeill. I gave MacNeill the

news I received from 0'Sullivan. With John MacNeill was
nis brother James, I must say, however, before we met
Eoin uaoﬂeill we had, to wait in another room where Jam

’d“-{i -'2:.4)1--‘,&/2'2-— c&-Wq {
MacNeill was sitting. e greeted us and showed us a co™
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-of an 6rdér made out by Eeln HaeNeill'whioh, nkxiel he sald,

«h&e—bruthaah?o&n had already sent out bimapmn,mossengeramw
et 1

cepies—ef- to different parts of the oounja{. This.Order

Po "th__

"ﬁf’was making with his own hand coples of for signatura

by Eoin.

o~ raem e A ol
1 remenber 4a- the Order-wes. thet—it—was—telling the

Volunteers that the. “manoeuvres" arra .qd o Eap ter Sunﬁay
were to be: called off - deﬂaeeer&ing~to—ﬁamee—M&oﬁz&Ll

M—r\.‘l’ 4/ Frep .

.agﬁgpcep%esﬂof“tﬁﬁt"Ordar~hadfairea&ywh§en-diapatched. Ve
were perhaps fifteen or twenty minutes in the room with Jas.
MacNeill, ,oiﬁ MacNeill beingengaged-with-other-visitors--

_befope-he was free to see us,

. I gave MacNeill my meaaaée which he said he had already
received. He knew of the arrest of Casement, he sald, but
further than ;hat he did not go. I remember he remarked:
"This confirms news that I have already received and 1t shows
us that I must consider very seriously what action I should
take", MacKeill then called Griffith aside and as I saw *ﬁ:
that he wanted to have a private conversation with Griffiiﬁ?
I left the room and went back to where James MacNeill was ~

RV

and chatted with him for another ten or fifteen minutes

until Griffith and Eoin MacNeill came out and we said gocid-’

._.-' -

bye. Griffith and myself were about to get into the taxﬁ
(e L)

when MacNeill told us, as if it were kind of afterthought,

.

v -

that he had arranged to have a meeting with Pearse,

erny

MacDermott, HacDonagh and .some others whamﬂhe—heped—tohmeeﬁﬁ
at Dr. Seamus 0'Kelly's house at Rathgar Road about 9 o:ggock

.y

that night. He said he had sent word to these three, . i;
. Pearse, MacDermott and MacDonagh asking them to meet himﬂ'":;
there, and he sald he would bé greatly dbl;ged if griffith
and I would go there alse. I sald I weuld turn up and that

I ﬁould pigzggly see Pearse in the méantime, as I expected

Moy
to meet Bemrse at home when I got home,

L.- Marta ’ 1 953 .
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I returned in the taxi from Woodtown Park, Rathfarnham,
I em not sure of the time but I imagine it must have been half
past eix or 7 o'clock.  We dropped the taxi in 0'Connell
8treet and I went into Gleesons, Drapers & Tallors, O'COnneil
Street, for the second or third time that day to see if my
uniform was reaﬂy for the final try~on. I talked there with
the proprietor, Paddy Gleeson, and I have a vague recollect;dn
that T met there too Paddy O'Keefe, later General Seoratary'gﬁm
Sinn Féin, I remember that the uniform Jacket was shown to me
in a very ﬁﬁfiniahed condition, and I was asked to come back5j_
again about 9 o' clock at night and thatHwas possible it might
then be finished. . I am mentioning the uniform Just because I
think its absence had a certain importance for me afterwards,
especially when I was taken prisoner. If I had had a uniform
and eSpeciaily if it carried, as it was intended to carry,
yellow tabs on either the colar or on the shoulder, indicating
the wearer as a Staff Officer, I think the results for me would
probably have been seriocus. To finish with the uniform,

- good .

Pearses., The only ones at home were my mother and dis 7
ny brothers were all out, they had been in to supper s
gone. The Pearses had come, my mother told me, about
in the afternoon on bicycles. They wore the then commo@
kind of showerproof coat of %éki colour and when thiy-—1:g
the houaéfg%hoved their coats they were doth seen to bek.
wearing Volunteer uniform. Both had Sam Brown belts, al
Pddraig Pearse in particular wore in addition a double .
bandolier of/gg;gizgion.

-When they arrived at our house fhey were offered a cup
of tea ani took it, saying they were in a hurry, they would
be back later for supper, that they expected to meet me -

that is they would be back round about six or half past six.
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I had told my mother I would try to arrive home about that
“hour in order to meet _6henm. They went to their room and took
off their eqnipment, going out very soon afterwards on their
bicycles. They,had‘not arrived when I got home probably

round about 7, 111:l1'.'—ti':l:\:'1—*‘!:1‘:e:iv'-‘|=tt:":t—'ﬂp—aga“.f.n"at-1‘.11&3--11‘:»1&33~-—--~~
éiaﬁpt_for~a~ahoziﬁxisixwaomewhere“abaut*ﬁ0 "0 olock at night

by_m1114e_2eanaa,___Mx,ﬂisxen_told_me-nes%~day”t"*f“W1IIIe ,
hought-about 10 o‘clock

at—night and had taken all the equipment with him. He then
T T
said he hoped that they would be back later. He apologised

for not having turned up for supper-and-sskKéd had I been

ey e

there. " They did riot Gomc back, and certainly so far aa my

?iﬁformation goes, they;d1d~no €ep in our house that n'Ehtvw-

k\s_,_mw.._._.mu.—_w—-
When I left home I went to 19 Ranelagh Road and there

met Jim Ryan and the late Father Paul Walsh, who was I think
at that time doing a course in Celtic Studies at aaé;ﬁﬁﬁézzgzﬁ?
University and was home for the Easter vacation.A' He was,
staying then as he had often done before at 19 Ranelagh Road,
the house of Miss Ryan., Kiam § Briain turned up some time !
during the night when I was there.

I told them of my activities of that day. The Misses
Min and Phyllis Rpan were also in the House. 1 told\tﬂem‘of
the invitation I had received from Eoin MacNeill to -go ‘to
Dr. Seamus 0'Kelly's house., We discussed the whole 1
situation frankly and thoroughly, and wondered what the:
meaning of it all wae, As a result of our ialks we ali went
to the house of Dr. Seamis 0'Kelly 1n ‘Rathgar Road. 1T,
probably was responsible for inviting them. I don't think
Phyllis Ryan came with us, she probably stayed at home, but
the others_bf us went, that is Miss Min Ryan, Pather Paui
Walsh, Liam § Briain and Jim Ryan.-

1 suppose we got there somewhere about 9 °'°1$£§ but I
' : S\ V4

am not sure as to the hour, and I am not aeeurete now I tiinx—

about whque met there., I met, of course, Dr. S8eamus O'Helly
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Eoin MacNeill, I think Colm 6 Lochlainn end I think Sedn
Fitzgibbon. Griffith turned up some time and did not stay very
long. faddy Gleeson and Paddy o'KeefFurned uphsomewhere
probably about 10 o'clock at night. Thomas McDonagh also

. turned up.

Ramsrx@k Eoin MacNeill welcomed us, and he seemed in a great
state of perturbation. He told us that as a result of the
'1nformation that had reached him as to the happepings in Kerry
and the arrest of Casement that he had decided to call off the
manoeuvres; that in fact he had already sent out measages to
- that effec¢t to various parts of the country.‘

I remember going with him then into a back room, probably

sent for
Dr. O'Kelly's study, and there he told me that he had sRkE®
Pearse, McDonagh and Plunkett, and had asked them to meet him
-in Dr. Seamus 0'Kelly's house at that time (roﬁnd about 9 o'clock)
and that he wastfaiting their arrival: that he ﬁanted to have
‘& full and frank talk with them as to the happenings of the last
few days and that should be done arising out of 4, He did
seem to be anxiously awalting the arrival of Pearse, McDonagh,
McDermott and Plunkett'f these names he certainly mentioned
' when he ¥as talking to me. We sat there in that room for the
best part of an hour talking ahout the state of affairs, and
wadking in and out of the other room where there were about
| sesven or eight peoﬁle including his brother James who had by
« this time arrived. Another who tunrmed up at a late hour was
The 0'Rahilly. |

All this time James MacKeill, brother of Boin, was
engaged writing out fdrther coplies of this document counter-

manding the manoceuvres.

I think it must have been dbout 11 o'clock, but I am not

certain, when Thomas McDonagh turned up, and again I am not '
where
abasolutely certain xkestker the conversation took place, whether
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it was in the front room or in the back room pr study, that is
the conversation between Eoin MacNeill and Thomas McDonagh.

I was present. Whether there were others present at it or not
I cannot now remember, but anyhow McNeill told McDonagh he was
very glad he came and told him what he had decided. to dd,'and'in

fact had, as far as many places in the country were concerned,

" Bad already done., That is, that he had sent out-orders

countermanding the manoeuvres.

Mcﬁbnagh then; in my'heéring, sald to him that- he, McNeill;
had full knowledge of all that wae intended to take place that
week, and that he had accepted and agreed to the arrangementa
that had been made, and that in his opinion this was now no time,
at this late hour to start upsetting what hsad ?een-agreed to apd
arranged with. his, McNeill's, full knowledge and consent,

"I remember he turned aharply and angrily to Mcﬂeill and said

this .was a dastardly thing to do, Anyhow he said to MacNeill:
"It does not matter what you do or what you have done, the

arrangements made will go ahead - we are determined that the.

manoeuvres as arranged will take place. We do not mind about

your ‘orders thgt went‘out to~day., The Volunteers of the
couhtry have a greater faith and trust and confidence in Pearse

r_Z'-n iy 7
exact words,I cannot Bwear, "The fight is on and it is up to you

than they hixzdén you®, igg then used tive ?hraSe, 08 the
Tl

to decide now whether you are in it or not." : He turned angrily

-and left MacNeill and went awéy.

MacNelll was very upest, He walked up and down the room
talking to himself and talking to us, I well remember that he

~ turned to me and esked me did I think it likely that the

Volunteers would accept Pearse's orders rather than his, I

remember answering that I could not speak for the Volunteers in
the country, I did not know what they would do, but that I felt
certain rhat the Vblunteera of the City, those of them who were
members of the I.R.B. or under I.R.B. influence would accept

Pearse's;orders, He seemed surpriaed at this, greatly
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surprised. He said what was my view. I waid that whatever

Pearse would order them to do tHE&¥F they would do. The

'Oinahilly was pwesent when these matters were discussed, but

I cannot remember what attitude the 0'Rahilly took, but I do
memember that he aeaapted to carry MacNeill's order to
. Limerick., He went in e motorcar about half past eleven or

-twelve o'clock at nighg,carrying MacNeill's orders.

- I am not sure what time the messengers started to leave
Dr. 0'Kelly's house carrying MacNeill's countermanding
order to different parts of the country, but I think they did
?ot start to leave until after 11 o'clock at night, and I
. think 1t was after the rather stormy interviéw betwéen
MacNeill and McDonagh.

Among those who carried MacNeill's dispatch to different

parts of the country were;- Father Paul Walsh, who got a
motor-car from édmebody, I don’t remember whom, and wentF—
tpnk o Kihudlind , TutF-smmot—certatrmow, Liam 6
Briain Went to Tullameore, I think Paddy Gleeson took the
méssage somewhere. I imagine that Colm § Lochlainn and
Seén Pitzgibbon carried messages that night, and I think also
Miss Min Ryan went to Wexford and Jim went to Cork with
James MacNeill‘ih the latter's car. I do not reﬁemben”if

there were any others.

I sat on there with MacNeill after he came back from
thL "Independent" newspaper office where hé went himself about
12| o'clock at night or close on twelve to ask the Editor
personally to publish his countermanding ordog.

it was

I think =ximo afterwgg%ggtlé;f me back ggggéZhe Czﬁf
o -*' ' ."_/

. _' ] e LY
briple ot £ o TERSTEITBE, SEL150 By

‘2?n 1agh they walked'—Ifﬁ‘mefeywaome“diatanng I
57 el E Ly T hr e Y
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aLggun?1nnﬁr1ﬂEﬁnr1nEﬁfﬁ@@ﬁ“@ﬁiﬁ@*taj—tﬁéyﬁwera“ﬁﬁt*go1ng the
",ﬂLGIE way o Ranelagn Road. . Ceannt was firecely
' denunciatory of McNiall and McNeill'é:2Q;;::EEngﬂd stated
- definitely that Af he had full guthority, l-itte—view MacNeill

ghould be shot_as—a_ traitor. - Cathal Brughe added some words -

“Aontuighim’le ain" or words like that, They were both very
greatly upsét about what had taken place.

- It transpired dgring the course of that night in my talks
with MacNeill that he had come to this decision about
calling off the manoeuvres early on Saturday morning because
he| had sent out Ginger o'conngggil am not sure where to, not
later than gaturday morning to carry the oountgrmanding order
an? to see that it was executed in different parts’of Sth.

L
Le%nater and Munster. I think he had also given similar
instructions to SeAn Fitzglbbon. To whom he had sent these
~orders I do not knéw, it it seems evident to me that these
countermanding orders had reached many parts of the country'

early on Saturday.

 Fewent—baek 4Eter leaving Eamonn Ceannt and Cathal
N’ , _ ;
Brugha and went back to 19 Ranelagh Road and I stayed up some
timL talking and probably went- to bed at about two or three

o'elock in the morning.
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Q&M(-d-.
I am very vague about the happenings of that Satur ay. I

stayed at Ranelagh Road Saturday night, and sunday morning
présumably I went to Mass, probably in Rathmines Church, and

had rreakfast at Ranelagh Road with the Rysn girls. I probably
went home then and made enquiries about Pearse. 1 do .not
recollect meeting Pearse on Sunday morning or any other time

on sunday. I do remember trying to find Clarke or MacDermott.

. I have a sort of recollection of calling at Kissane's house in

Hardwickerstreet where somebody told me that Seén MacDermott

had been staying ilhaase- The Kissaneféihouse.was one with which
1 was very familiar as I was & frequent visitor there, but I
eertainly have no'recéllection of having met MacDermott there,“'
nor did I meet him at all thati day. I could not get any
information about him, nor could I £ind Tom Clarke. I was
anxious to give them(both & full description of what happened

on the Saturday night.

I remember going to Liberty Hall aom%time shortly after
lunch and looking for information there. That place was full

of activity, men and women coming and going, mambers on foot

and on bicycles, seemingly actively engaged‘carrying messages
to and fro. ' I heard that various ones of theiimportant people
like Pearse, Clarke, MécDermott and Mac Donagh had been seen
in and out?ihat buildingy but beyond that I qould get no
reliable 1nformatioﬁ as to where I could talk to them. I hung
around Liberty Hall fof)I am surg,g couple of hours. | I
remember seeing the citizen Army, or a large section of it,
being| mobilised right in front of Liberty Hall. I saw them
being| exercised by I thin;iit:ﬁnsxznaragbeen Hallﬁn,‘and then

"
I saw| them going off on a route march, probably round the city.

I do not remember being there when they returned.

t I did that night or where I went I cannct now
recocllect, I do know that I slept in 19 Ranelagh Road.

I have a hazy recollection now of Liam 0 Briain réturning

from His despatch~carrying Journey to Tullamore and ﬁhat area
| ;
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and calling at 19 Ranelagh Road someiime on the Monday morning,
but esomehow my recollection of the happenings of Sunday night

1s éomplete.iir gone.

I left Ranelagh Road after breakfest on Easter Monday
morning and went to the Gaelic League office arriving there

- probably aboﬁt._‘lo o'clock. After a short time there I walked
. home to Rutland Street, saw my mother and sister, and came |
back someftime later to the Gaelic League office where I think

- I arrived before noon.

I remember golng down to O'Gonnell 3treet, probably
having learned that the Rising was to start there about noon,

and| I arrived just in time to see a group of perhaps two or

thr?e hundred megz:f::f more, march into the Post Office., A
waiked—down 0'Commell-S4reet I started running to see what was
nappening. By the time I got to tlié door of the G.P.0. a '
big|cerowd w&M hed to push my way in, and the
manor:lty of the people standing around were Just mere apecta.tops

'ﬁe Volunteers -ha&ﬁglready gone in %’ this time aaa—m/ TR
clearing the staff out.. I made my way through the building,
geeing, of course, mumbers of Volunteers that I knew, and
eventually found myself in a room upstairs with Tom Clérke.
Sedn MacDermott,. oe Plunkett, who was stretchem |
mattress 1;:‘1;9—% There was great confusion
everywhere. Officers were stationing men at this time all
over the buildlng. 1 remember being taken by somebody up to
the jroof of the Post Office and having a look ovér the city
from there. Volunteers 'were stationed all round the top of
the jbuilding. Men were stationed aloo on all sides of the
building and they gqt orders t_.:_; smash out the glas-s off the
windowe which they began to do. I remember well the strange
impression this smashing of the windéws left on me., It was

e of the first things a-iﬁjgade one replise what a very

i fler
definita revo ntionary act was belng mcteé: The smashing

of the gla W on the pavement

‘below 8 symbolic of what was being done to
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British authority in Ireland that day.

P,

I talked wittheafggiand willie Pearse and walked

~,

round the bullding with Pea;seéfbr a while‘an&e;\giacus;:zé
with him the happenings of the Saturduy night. He asked me

.qnagtionslabout the people who were there and the messengéra

who were sent out, but as far as I can recollect now he made

no | comment beyond seeking information.

I think it must have been somewhere round about 3 o'clock

" that James Connolly called me as I was standing near him

fglking to some friends and instructed me to go to Liberty
Hall and to go to a certain room in the buillding in which
there was a press which‘he described to me. In that ruuﬁ
he told me I would find two flags, one of green and gold

and| the other a tricolour. They would bhe parcelled up, he
described to me, and I was to get them and bring them back
to him, I did as I was told and brought back the flags and
hended them to James Connolly.

Later these flags were mounted on poles and raised

over the G,P.0. bullding, one flag was raised over the'Henry
Strﬁet corner of the building, and the other over the
Princes' Street end., I was on the street below and actually
looked at the flags being raised, by whom they were actually
raised qug canngj remember, but I have been told since

that| Gearéid 0'Sullivan carried out this operation, but that I
do not remember, nor do I recollect accurately which of the
two flags was flown on the Hénry Street corner, but I tkiak
have a sort of a notion that it wac the green flag, and/zggt
tricolour was flown over the Princes' Street corner of the
building, but I could not swear to this. My recollection

18 vague on the subject.

| Fﬂﬁﬁ&#ﬂﬁ“;ﬁﬁﬁrv I do not lmow how long a period elapsed
' U~

beiween my return from Liberty Hall and the receipt of tgie»-

second command from Connolly. James Connolly called me
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agéin.and 1né§ru¢ted me %o go to Liberty Hall once more
and tell, I think he called hip "Captain" Mac@Gowan, whom I

would find in a certain room which he described, to wind up
hiz job of bomb-making and come with his companions and all

his boﬁba-and‘other material fo thé Post Ofrice.'- I Bémembéf
going to Liberty Hall, finding the room just as described by
Connolly. T distinctly remember that when I found the room -
a small room off a narrow corridor - I ;@und my friend Captain
Seamus MacGowan seated on the floor with five or six other men
and each of them with material for bomb manutacture in front

of him or bezzzgekim on the floor. One man had a tin or
cannister like a cocortin - there were hundreds of these

in the room, some already filled, and some fwaiting to be filled, -
/ne would take a tin and put certain scraps of iron and other
metal into it, it was hapded to another man who put a different
variety of metal into it, a third men had something else to put
into |it, and eventually one of them put in a little wire |
through a whole in the tin, and somebody else fitted
percussion caps. Somebody else was stacking the finished tins

in a |corper. I have a very vivid recollection of that scene.

McGowan knew me and accepted my order. I had no

written instructions for him but he kunew me and, therefore,

accepted myxmridme the fact that I had full euthority. He gave

the ?rder to his men to stop working, and the next thing was
that [they had to get some sort of transport for the qhantity
of bowke already prepared. Somebody was sent out, I do not know
whoky Lo get a cart, and after a while a farmer's card with a
horse was secured, and into this the men who had been making

the bombs each carried a lodd in his arms and loaded them

o
o £ BPIRIR. 0,

operation was performed and then walked with Seédn McGowan

i .
carefully into the farmer's cart. I stood Egrwhile this

and some of his men, while others sat up on the cart, and we

marched, & group of 7 or 8 en4g-mem of us, back to the Post

L
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office, took the horse and cart :lné the back entrance fo the

] 3 .
Post Office up Princes' Street. The cart was unloaded and the
men ocarried the bombs . into the baok of the Post Office building.

Mé.mfsﬁ,é{

Iliaving seen that,I took MacGowan with me and“ham_g_.g_ound

Connolly somewhere round the buildinggu reported the opemation
carried through as ordered.

L Mg4 theamn, |1953
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A few items that escaped my memory when I was dictating

earlier notes on the happeniﬁgs ﬁrevioﬁs to Easter Week that
might be of interest I sén down now.

One relates to a conversation I had with Tom Byrne,

knoﬁm as "Boer" Bﬁrna; who was laterAcaptain of the guard in
D41l|Eireann, ‘Igthiﬁk it was on the afternoon of the Saturday
that|I met Tom Byrne in 0'Connell Street and he stopped me for

a talk, I remember well we stopped -juet outside /zn,&e/fajr,’; W-»:—ff
shop. Byrne asked me if I knew where he could locate either
Tom Clarke or Sedn MacDermott. He had been looking for them
both [for some time and had failed to find them. He then told
me he wighed to éeport to them on a matter of some importance.
He had been instructed, i don't know when .or by whom, maybe he
tolé me but I do not now recollect, to go to a certain spot
between Lucan and Leixlip where he was to meet a number of men,
members of the Volunteers of that dlstrict, who were to blow up
some. part of the railway line in the Leixlip area, the certain
spot Laving been indicated to them. My recollection is that

-Byrne told me he wae directed to gb'there to see that the

operation was carried out as ordered. Hé told me he had been

at the spot at the time Eﬁﬁt was fixed, but that the Kildare men
had nLt turned up - not one of them, he said, turned up. He
had wLited some hours and eventually decided to repurh to
Dublin and report. We discussed the sltuation generally and he
left again to make further searches for either Clarke or

MacDermott.

Just as Tom Byrne left me I remember meeting at some spot
two men, one of whom.had occupied a prominent position for
many jears in the I.R.B. The men were, first, Jack O'Hanlon
who i%s a foreman bricklayer employed by the Port & Docks
Board ae far as I remember. For many years he had been a

member of the Supreme Council of the I1.R.B. He was I know
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also a close and intimate friend of Fred Allen., . I believe, to:
that he.had always been a supporter of Frqd Allgn insofar as
thé I.R.B. and the Supreme Council ézsngncerned. The man
wit? him was Pa&dy Ryan who was the caretaker of 41 Parnell
Square; and who was always known as a trusted member of. the

I-R.BO

O'Hanlon at once asked me if I knew anything as to the
meaning of the great activity in I.R.B. and Volunteer circles
these latter days. He(asked me directly was it true that a
Riaing was intended. 1 do not recollect now ihe answer 1
gave him, but I am sure I tried to put him off that I was not
aware of what was intended, He 1éunched out into a vigorous
denmunciation of the foolishness of such a thing as a Rid ng _
at that time, He Béemed to be very wéll aware of a nuﬁber 6f
things that had taken place, and had made up his mind that the
indiLations were that a Rising had been determined.upon, He
was most definite in his view that such action was most foolish
and could lead to.nothing but qisaéter. My recoilection‘is
that at this time O'Hanlon was not a member of the Supreme
Council., Whether he actually resigned or was put off I cannot
say,tbut I imagine that it was a year or two before, about the
time [that Allen was forced of'f the Supreme COuncil, probably

O'Hanlon was forced out aimultaneously. |

Another item that I forgot when I was dictating eariier
- my recollection of the events of the Monday of Haster WEek, I
should have mentioned that I witnessed the charge of the

lancers down 0'Connell Street..

¥.remeMber hearing some noise as of shouting or cheers in
the distance away up towards Parnell 8quare side; and some
others and I rushed out.of the Post Office to the front of
the building in 0'Connell Street. II.arrived Just in time to
see a number of the Lancers charging down 0'Connell-Street and
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‘and tdng fired on from the Post Office building. How many

' ﬁere in the Company of lancers that charged I cannot now say.
I‘fhink»it was something in the region of twenty or thirty men
but it may haye‘been twice thﬁﬁ number, They certalnly -

‘looked a striking and interesting force carryling their
laness on the horses at the charge, There were certainly
some cheering and aome boohing, and most decidedly great
excitemenx in the street. When the firing on the 1ancers.
began 1n o'connell S8treet, there was an 1mmediate clearance
of the atreets. People ran inpq @oopwaya, shops and any-
where they cﬁul@ téke shelter. Many of them lgy down on |
the patﬁwaya.and,dn the roadway. - In a very brigf‘time the
streets seeﬁed.to be clear‘of peop1e. I watched the scene
from behind one of the pillars of the Post Office. I saw

_ three or four 1ancers fall off their horses. I think‘twq
horses were kllled. 8o far as my‘recollecyion goes later
in the day I saw one horee lying badly wounded in the ‘
roadway nearl& opposité Lawrence's shop. ‘I:was told that
later somebody came along and shot thé pooe animal 1n|th9
head to end his suffering. I think theré was a.aecond horse

. éi4i¢£;11ying]in the street,.but of that I am not certain.! The

Lemd of the Lancers charging reached to within a short
distance of Nelson's Pillar, but after they had'aéen some of
their comrades fall the rest of them turned sharply and

galloped back again the road they had come .

I cannot now remember whether any of the lancers
themsélves were killed. I remember distinclly seeing one

s

lancer as he turned ggve a 1lift to one of his comrades who
érhrme oA
had been on-horse, the second man sat on the horse at his
back and the two of them galloped back 0'Connell Street
" towards Parnéll Square. This 18 all I recollect of that

incident.
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‘Some time on Monday evening, I am not sure of the hour,

perhaps about five or between give and six o'clock, I was
called by James Connolly and told to take twenty or thirty men,

~1f I could get them, amd go to Fairview where it was reported

some British military from the Bull wall were in action against
the volunteers who ?had occupied houaes aléng the Failrview front.
It was said that our men needed reinforcements, and that I
a.honld take out these twenty or thirty men to assist them in
holding the position against the British.

. i ’ |
I had never commanded any mumber of men in the Volunteers.
1 ' had never acted in a military way .as an officer commanding
a Compahy or even a Section. T was nominally & Captain -

. 8taff Captain to Padraig Pearse, but I had no experience or

knowledge of how to take charge,from a strictly military
viewpoint, of & Company. I looked, however, rof somebody
who had military training and I found one ‘man whom I had

‘-a.'lready known through the Gaelic League, a Liverpool
' Yolunteer named Thomas Craven. Craven had been Captain of a

Company in Liverpool. I asked him to come With me and help
me to pick out thc.a men. 'He picked out all the men, ;_&u;’n?gr
of whom he had known. He had been stationed at"Larkhidl)
Kimmage with English fefugees tjro:_r; consceription who had
installed themselves in "La: fi‘l&':'}’a house witﬁ grounds which
belonged to the Plunkett family. I thimk that most of the men
that Cr'awen gelected to come on this expedition were from
amongst these 'ref‘ugeea. I remember telling Craven to line the
men up in front of the G.P.O. and give them the necessary
marching orders. Craven carried out these instructions. I
rlaced myself at the front of the men with Craven, and we
marched through Earl Street and Talbot Street to Pairview,
When we reached ‘the red brick bullding, the ffices of some
Banure OOmpany, we atopped there, and we were not long standing
there when seme volnnteers ,;,:fm sexm® houses came and told us
that some time before aome military had come in from
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the Dollymount direction and there had been a slight skirmish
or activity of some kind. Shots had been exchanged_ ;:t\:#the
British mililt.ary'had. retired. We stayed there some time. I
sent one man béqk to report to Connolly that there seemed to be
no activity now; that the British military were no longer
in the_ district, and asked for instructions, I think we were
probably standing about an hour in the 'ra:lr_v.tei area when we
were told to return with the Fairview volunteers to |
Headquarters. One of the men of the Fairview volunteers

that 1 remember meeting and speaking with after we arrived at
Fairvew was Frank Henderson. I think Frank Henderson was
afterwards at a later period Adjutant of the Dublin Brigade.
Another man I have a vague recollection of meeting for the
first time at Pairview was a man mho was afterwards shot in
0'Connell Street in the course of the fighting, and his name

was gafer,

8 Idil, 1953,
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Others will tell of thé arrest of the President of
Sinn |Féin, De Valera, the Vice Presidens,Mr. Arthur Griffith and
othér import officials connected with the Sinn Féin and Republican
Movement of the period. Theae'arrests took place on the l1l7th
and 18th May, 1918, ' The arrests are supposed to have been
made because of the implication of Sinn Féin 1ead§rs ih a
supposed German plot ~ a plot to help the Germans in the war,
O0f course there was no foundation whatever for that,
Perhaps it is as well to record that a person was landed
oﬁ the coast of Clare from a German submarine. He was later
arrested by the police and was brought to kngland and was
tried thefe. 8o far as I recollect now his name was Dowling.
He tried to get in touch with the leaders of the Republican
'E;vement in Co. Clare and some of the local Sinn Féiners,
I was told of this at the time; My recollection is that this
landing took place entirely yithout the knowledge of or ahy
co-operation on the part of any orficial person connected with
ﬁhe Republican Movement. They were all, as far as my memory
goesa, greatly surprised when the news was brought to Head
Quarters here that such a man was landed. They were greatly
interested and sought to get in touch with the man, and some
friends|dld get to speak with Dowling but there was a sort of
suspicion all the time about Dowling, and my recollection of the
incident 1s that certainly the military people, that.is, the
.Irish Republicanuﬂﬁlitary peopleyphere were rathér sceptical
about having anything to do with Dowling or using him in any -
way.
For| some weeks berore‘these actual raids and arrests took
place there had deen rumourﬁ of coming arresta,<but I distinptly”fi
remember|receiving a telephone call from Michael J. ¢'Lehane, T.C.,

then Secretarv of .the Irish Drapers' AsaiatantJ“Asspciation, to

meet him |one afterncon, and when 1 met him urgently at his reqguest

he gave me a message that he had a short time before received

l /
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from a detective friend of his from Dublin Cgstle,ﬁﬁhat'a long
list of names of people connected with the Sinn Féin and Irish
Republican Movément had been prepared and that the people on
that list were to be ar?ested inside the next twegty-four hours.

Michael 0'Lehane and I discussed thie at length and we were
both aware that qimilar rumours and reports had been circulated
before|in recent days. 0'Lehane, however, was very_definitg
tpat thie information that he had recelved was absolutely |
reliable., He thought I should see; Mr, De Valera ané Mr. Griffith
as soon as possible and warn theﬁ of what the British proposéd
~ to do. |

I went early the afternoon of that day to_6, Harcourt Ste.

1 saw bloth De Valera and Griffith and told them of the
information I had received. ' De Valera rather pooh-poohed the
ggﬁgpr. He said he was sick and tired of getting warnings of
l%ﬁﬁ: kindi. He had got so many of them he was not prepared to
place any confidence in them, I told him that I.was satisfied
this 1n$ormation wa; absolutely reliable‘but he seemed to doubt
it. Qriffith took greater interest in @heﬁmatter‘gnd sald he
would diacuss the question of-what they should do later with
De Valera, when he would get a chance to speak to him.

Later that evening I aaw Michael Collins, and Harry Boland
and gave them my message and told them of the sources, Both of
them had already received similar messages and bpth gald they
intended to take serious notice of this and they certainly would
not stay at home that night, and they advised me to do the same,
I did not stay at home either, All our houses were ralded that
night and Boﬁ; ﬂ:hdredq were arrested in Dublin and all over the
country. _ o |

1t may be of interest to record pometh;ngvtpayvx was_toid
happened |in connection with the arrest of De Valera that night

on his way home to Greystones where he then lived. De Valera

travelled by train from Harcourt 5t. to Greystones. What 1 was

/told
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told was that when. the train stopped at Bray the driver of the
engine or his assistant came to the carriage in which De Valera
had |taken a seat and told him that two detectives had got into
the train at ﬁublin aﬁd-that they were in a compartment a few
carriages or sgo behind him and that they feltmthat thelr
intention was to arfest De Valera that night at Greystones.
They|said that they would slow down the train coming into
Greystones before they arrived at Greystones station at a

cértain point which they.indicatéd to De Valera and they,advised
him to Jump out of the carriage on the off-side and that he.qould
easlly get away, and afterwhrds they would put on speed.

De Valera thanked them for their information but did not take.
any action on the advice offered. It appears that when De Valera
stepped out of the carriage at Greystones the two detectives
approached him and put him under arrest,

When these arrests took place the Sinn Féin Organisation
was of| course left withouthé;éonéiderable nuriber of its moét
active| officers, As-soon as posslble after the arrests a
meeting of the members of theé standing committee of Sinm Féin
who wele still free was caiaéd;l I think the first meeting was
held in Mrs,., Wyse Powers premiaea . I do remémber that for some
weeks meetings of the atanding committee used to be held at fairly
frequent interv&la in and around the City. I remember a meeting
being held in the G.A.A. premises at Gdpke Park. I think 1
remember a meeting being held in Alderman Walter Cole's house,

3, Mountjoy S8quare. Other meetings were held at different
bremiae?. ’

I had been elected a member of the standing committee nt
Sinn  Féin at the Ard Fheis of Binn.Féin held in October, 1917,
Michael Collins was also a member of the standing ‘committee. At
one of these meetings 1t was decide@ that aubstitute‘directors |
should be appointed in placé of those who had been abreétgd; 1

was then|@General Secretary of the Gaelic League, Though I had.

/oeen
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. been elected on the atandiné committee of_Sinn'Féin I had not been
taking mﬁch part in.8inn Féin work because I was féirly fully

employed 1ln Gaellc League work, but I was urged by the standing

committee to take on the post of Acting Director of Organisation
and in [the circumstances I did npt-ﬁhink it proper to refusme.

I remember that Seén M%lroy was appointed acting Director of
,Electiona.. There were one or two other acting directors
appointed but'I do not recollect who they were at. this moment.

We had to take charge, firat of all; of the.arrangements
for the by-election in Qavan. This election campalgn was in
actual progress at. the time of.the arrest of thé principgl
officers of Sinn Féin. . One of my first Jobs was to do ; tour

of the |Cavan constituency and see that the Sinn Féin Organisation

‘there was put into proper order, Arthur Griffith was the

candidate. It will be remembered that @riffith was elected by

a f#irly subatan‘!al mﬁ%gylty. '

_ After the @esmeoral Rlection tﬁe standing committee decided

that as it looked-that the European war was probadbly going to

come to an early conclusion, 4t it might be wise to prepare

the country for a general eléctiona'- At any rate they felt that

this would give the Sinn Fé&in organisation something to do and

"~ help to orgaﬂiae the country by giving them a definite objective,
Paid organisers were abpointgd for different parts of the

country. I remember appointing as one of the first of thesse:

pald organisers Eamonn Donnelly who was recommended‘atrongl§ to

me by Michasel Collins. He had been an official of the County

Armagh Board of Guerdiars and I think had_a.short time before

~ been dismissed for some polifichi activities. On Collins'

recommendation I appointed bonnelly and that was his first

official connection with 81hn Féin, Another organieer I appointed

about this time was a man nﬁﬁed Thomés craven,€a‘L¢m§a$eigman,

whose acquaintance I had made in the Post Office 1nl1916. Craven

now lives in Cincinnati, Ohio, U.8.A. I apﬁointed other

organisers, but I do not remember their names now.

,
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Rdbert Brennan wae then Director of Propaganda anjﬂdid a
émt..‘c

’wdnderful»Jdb.- He was arreeted some thing I think in ee%ebe£5

1918 juat befcre the general election took place, and deported

'to Enéland.a He. was a big loss to us then but. we found a good

adbatgtute in Prank Gallagher.. Juao'uﬁhfa.h&d.been elected
director of Finance 1p;1917Q_ He was brought in from outside
by De (Valera though he had not been a candidate for .election on
the standing committee and therefore had not been elected. He
was brought in by De Valera and made Director of Finance.

From thia time on all the activitlies of the organisation

were directed towards having-everything that could be thought of
S

done to-have—the—organisation in the beet possible condition to

face a|general election whenever it should come,,

The voters' liste were of course 'very much out, of date.
puring 'the war. nothing had been done to bring these lists into
proper\order, but. every voter on every list, 1 think I could
say with truth in every constituency, certainly in every
constituency in Munster;.negﬂﬁﬁgrﬁgnd-COnngught,waa caan.ased.r

Whether! the voter whose name wag~on'the~113t;waé forlor;aghinsg

ginn Féig/inatrudtione were fhat[every &rﬁdivi i 1“V6iér*§hould be
_ Cw*mnigzéﬁhAﬂk
canvassed.,, This was done 130 in many oeuntids in Ulater, but
& g
there were a good many counttes there where the Unionists were in

the vast majority where such a canvass was not feasible, .

By the time the General Election was ﬁ:EZEZIEEEfait is just
as well| to have it clearly‘;tated here that tﬁe Sinn Féin
election machine was in perféct wdrking'ordéb;T' I think it could
be said that if anybody called on Sinn Féin Headqnarters and '
wished to know the possible result of a vote in any electnral
é%EE;EZEEin almost any constituency in Ireland, a book could

Loer A
be tu;ned_onh which would show what the result of. the canvass
wrpnwld
in that,pqrticular district was., how it was eastimated that the

voters would vote and what the probable result would be, I

think it!could be said with truth fhat records of that kind were

/available
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aveilable at Sinp Féin Headqﬁartere for the vaat majority of
T
the electoral é&a%réeta of Ireland.

It is certainly true that before the General Election took
_place we were certain at Headquartera that we could and would
elect most certainly at 1eaat 70 of our Sinn Féin candidates.
Sometimes we placed the posasl J.e fig\z‘l‘re at 7L|. or 'may'be 75 seats
but we regarded that as an ébaeeezzquagure. We alwaya said that
we would elect a minimum of. 70 members, The'final figure was,
'ae will be remembered 73 S8inn Féin membefs. -1t could have been
75 only for the 'pact. gggnéed at 'lh.he last mihute with the

Redmonite Party-1n4certaih constituenciee in Ulster,

MW/
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In reference to the constituencies in Ulster about which

tnere!were certain negotiations between 8inn F&4in and

" representatives of the Parliamentary Party, perhaps I should state

here that I was one of the two delegates -~ the other was

Eoin Mac Né€ill -~ appointed by the National Executive of 8Sinn Féin
Eﬁbﬂfet the Ir%sa Parli entggzr resentﬁéizigdi£~:Pe‘Eg£: «£ﬁv'
The purpose of the me ting was to see if it would be possible to
come éo an agreement with the U.I.L. or Parliamentary Party
people whereby contests between S8inn Féin and Parliasmentary Party
candi%ates could be avolded, 1t was taken for granted that if
in ceﬁtain constituencies candidates of the two pro-Irish parties
ware %ominated and contested these paréicular constituencies, the
nationalisi.vote.would beléplit and a Unionist candidate would
almosé of a certainty win the seat. The purpose of the meetingtr
was tJ see 1f .the position could be safeguarded for one or other
of the Nationalist candidates.

Eoin Mac Néill and I met certain representatives of the.

ParliaLtentax;yfarty in the North, Win/m
0-,.,!, J&M (VL Ve o ‘ v
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difficult dlscussion with them over the constituencies in .
L, atays 8 Do, K Jor,

ques on. The p&rt;cular g?ﬁ;}ituencx‘“32?§—1~%§22225?°“
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necu1;::3?‘ an,_at, 1ié¢;;;7 Ctgg;' i R4
So far as I can now remember we did come to an agreement

abrwt i

w&:h:ianrJZZ:atituenciea to which what I have sald already would

and we had a very long and

apply ?B to the danger of losing.to the Unionists. Four
consti%neneies were al;dtted to 8inn Féin and four to the Irish
Parlia&entary Party, thus we felt certain that these eight
constituencies at any rate would bde aafqguarded for the

Nationflist cause,

| . .

When the result of our conference and the nature of the
agreement and the names of the constituencies were published in
the newspapers the next day it would appear that certain of the

/Parliamentary
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Pae&&amentary Party's supporters were dissatisfied. From

lateﬁ information it appears to me that some of these people
thought that Sinn Péin should not have been allotted four of
theaelconstitﬁencieB; They were of opinion that two more

of th# eight constituencies should have been allotted to the
Parligmentary Party.

F reported the result of the Conference to the $tanding
Committee of Sinn Féin and the action of our delegates was
approved of . Later it appeared, however, that certain

influential people in close touch with the Parliasmentary Party

and meybe"some members of the Parliamentary Party itself, ealle&
on CaLdinal Logue and impressed him with their views that ir
8inn Féin candidates ‘were permitted to conteat two of these
particular constituenciea they surely would lose the seat to

the Unionists. It would appear that the Cardinal was sou
1mpreased that he got into contact with Eoin Mac Néill,and
Bomehow or another the then Lord Mayor of Dublin Laurence O'Neill
was brought into the matter and between them pressure was brought
on Ma?-Néill to agree in the name of the Sinn Féin Standing
Committee that two additional seats should be allotted to the
Parliémentafy Party, namely, two of the seats that had already
been aliotted to Sinn ?éin Bhiould be taken from Sinn Féin and
placeq on the Parliamentary Party side, Eoin Mac Néill agreed
to this and later the matter .was reported to the Sinn Féin
Standing committee but by the time the report came to the

Sgipding Committee it was then too late to re-open the mattev
B NP 1 8o A

Thoe— v . : ; 2o
the-aépabman—s-m&‘a”“’” ’ZZ"W‘””*“ sz ZZZ,/?/“"’* “”t
i L amas 2:’4—&%73"75‘ PP Al Y ‘2%&,_

Many yeare iater in conversation with the Right Hon, James
MoMahqn who was under-Secretary for Ireland in the service of

| ' 7 : :
the British Government, talking on this very topic James McMahon
told qe that he was one of the persons who was responsible faor
pereuﬁding Cardinal Logue to intervene in this matter and he
himself sdmitted to me that acting in the name of the Cardinst-

and dchribing himself over the 'phone as Secretary to the

| | foardimat
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Cardinal Logue he induced Lord Mayor O'Neill to throw bis weight
in on{the Parliamentary Party side and between them it was that
they pereuaded Boin Mac Néill to egree to their suggestion that
the two additional seats should be allotted to the Par&iamentary

party'. A/W-—» % /b‘%?_hs?m nu,.7 /X&-_g,

_F was-disgusted when i read of the new allotment of eéats.
I waé not consulted in the matter, what Eoin Mac N&ill did he
did ﬁ%hinﬂ my back though I was hise fellow delegate to the
oonvdnt%:g ih the North, and so far as my information goes he

| - :

elso 314 behind the back of the Btanding Committee of 5imn Féin,

jI was selected as Sinn Féin Candidate for the College
Greeﬂdivieion of Dublin in the General Election of 1918, The
cand*dete of the Parliamenta?y Party was Coughlan Briscoe, T.C.
Sinn [Féin had an overwhelming v1ctery. Coughlan Briscoe had
no orgauieation and very little eupporu in the constituency.,
The constituency was 8o goaafrom the 8inn ¥éin point of view that
Ilhegigznn able to devote my time and atteneion to the week of
direéting4?rganieafion in geperal.ﬂﬁhﬂﬁé;ﬂﬂhﬂ, I was kept
extremely busy during all this period travelling to different
paris of the country and addressing meetings for othere. My own
consLituency was left in the hands of the local committee. In

addition I was reeponsible for a f&IP share of the propagunda

=

material that was issued in the weeka preceding the election.

I
Pnacpically a11 our pPropaganda meterial had already been drafted

and ?n great measure printed, or at least arrangements for p

prinFing made before Robert Brennan's arrest #ad& took place about
three weeks before the election. I was, however, responsible
for the mahifeeto issued in the name of.81nn Féin, The Manifesto
was in Bnglieh and in Irish. I think the Irish was done by
R;ar%e Béaslai but it 19 quite possible that my namesake,‘J.J. Ke#
( Sceilg) had a hand in'it also, _

i ¥t may be no harm to mention at-this etage that when we
camse| to the duesfion of getting an Irish title for the Republic
€8xt Sceilyg, P@prae Béaslal, Eoin Mac Néill and PAdraig O'M&ill

| .
f ' /for
| .
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for a long time could not agree as to how'Republie' should be
. 4250 hou'Rey

()

granslated into Irish, ° However',ﬁat some stage F—necall that—

o ey

these four were nominated as a committee to discuss this S

questiondof-h 3 _

amongst—other matters, and their final decision was that the

wordg 'SaopBtat! ﬁ”ef;— the proper equivalent of the English

word 'Republie’, . This is interesting in view of how the

wordg Baor-ftat ﬁ used afterwards“/:fpecially by ?3_ -

Mr. Lloyd George in negotiating withﬁdelegatea sent oﬁw

in July or August 1921, I recall that some like myself.would

not be regarded as cor‘.npet‘ent to decide a matter of this kind

as my knowledge of Irlish and the knowledge of some of those

who agreed with me wculd not be at all équal to the wedge
el

of the members of the Committee that we appointed, -#e, however,

felt that the word 'Poblachi;' might be a proper equivalent, but

we were completely overruled,

Mw/
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Amongst other matters often discussed and debated in the weeks
preceding the General Election,when the Standing Committee of
Sinn Féin met, was the question of getting the Sinn F8in candidates
to sign a pledge'binding themselves to accept the policy of
abstention from Westminster if elected. My memory is vague now on
thege discussions, but‘I do know that such discussions toqk place;
but it would seem that_the final decision was not to aubmit any such
pledge to the candidates. |

At some time later after the General Election and after the
meeting of the lst D&1l on January 218t 1919, a decision was arrived |
at bd?fhsisfﬁﬂgﬁthe members of Parliament making a declaration of
allegiance to the Republic,

I went away in early February, 1919, and therefore I am not
awvare of the date of this decision or of how it was arrived at.
Whether it wae & decision by the then acting Government or whether
it was a decision-;f the then Standing Committee of Sinn Féin, how
it was arrived at, I do n&t know, but 1t is eer£a1n that such a
decision was taken and it 1is also certain that the pledge of
-allegiance to the Republic was administered and taken publicly by the
mémbers as & body when they met later in 1919 and 1920, This fact
will be borne out by looking at a photograph that was taken at a
meeting of the 2nd D41l held in the Mansion House, Dublin, some time,
I think, in August, 1921, over which I presided as speaker. ?here
it shows all the mﬁmbera'atanding with their hands raised and I,
as speaker, admipisteriig the Oatﬂ to the body.
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The question has been asked in documents submitted by
the Bureau of Military History: “In what circumstances it was
decided that a Parliament should be set up here at home and a
Government appoinfed. Also 1t has been asked, what body
decided this matter and when the decision was made,

It‘had always been a definite part*of.Sinh Féin policy,
ever since Arthur @riffith first éxpounded that policy, that
wnen opporfunity arose a parliament should be set up in Dubliin.
It will be‘remembered that a fundamental part of Sinn Féin policy
was to secure the abstention of elected.ggﬁbers of Parliasment
for Ireland from attendance at Westminster, ‘

When the reorganised Sinn Féin movement was got going in
October 1917 this part of Sinn Féin Bolicy wae accepted and
adopted as & mattef of course. I do not think there was any
formal discussion at any time'on this aspect of Sinn Féin policy
or as to whether it should be adopted by the new organisation
or not. At any rate ﬁgﬁgmatter was prettgzgggé?;ﬁggggzi;ed and
decided when the first Bye-elections were decided by Sinn Féin
candidated,in 1917 andi 1918.

The first de—election/33$hiak7was the one that occurred in
County Roscommon where Count Plunket! was put forward as the
candidate for Sinn Fé&in. I have an idea tuiat in the beginning
Count Plunketthimself personally was not firmly convinced that
abstention was the right policy. .I%t is certain, however, that
those who were responsible for selecting him and the principal
workers in that ﬁye-Election were practically unanimously in
favour of abstention frbm Westminster, I think it would be
found, however, that in his public statementSﬁfter the election,
he declared openly against attendance at Waatminster1/@hm¢wfﬂfk4eﬂ'

; Lovre. Atrnnit . .

After the General Electidn of December, 1918 jand when the

elected M.P8.,as they were then called, assee*a&eﬁigi the Mansion

House, the policy of abstention from Westminster was taken for

granted, Sb far as my recollection goes, not one member raiped

/the



Some weeks before the General Election of December 1918

" there was raised, at the Ordinary Meeting of the Standiné Committee

of 8inn Féin, the question as to whether a certein number of seats
should be allotted to the Labour Party. It is probably Harry Boland
and maybe Michael Collins - these two were generally pretty close
to the Labour people - who had had discussions privately with some
of the Labour leaders .on this matter, It 18 probable also that one
or other of these two was responsible for raising the question at

the National Executive.

The subject was discussed and debated at length and éventually

a declsion was arrived at on the proposition made by elf, that
Corre, Uhﬂﬁﬂﬂq
Sinn Péin ahould put up 1ts own candidates in all vuun%ie This

meant, of course, that there would be no allocation of aeats in the

Labour Party.

Later we were obliged to consider the question of the situation

in certain yUlster counties, It was believed that there were

~certain constituencies in some of the northern counties wheré Sinn

Féin might'not be certain of having its candidates elected and
J§HMHL4uL1€ was decided that conversations should take place with

representazgves of the Parliamentary Party as to the allocation of
seats in tn!f‘areaﬁg

- ot o - o -
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- the question as to whether he or any elected member should go

to Westminster when he recelved the summons to attend at the
opening of the new British Parliament.
‘It will be remembered too, I think, that there had been for

some thonths I—imegine considerable discussion in the Press on

this particular issue; aleo the matter had been raised - inside
the Councils of S8inn Féin by Cathal Brugha, Austin Stack and
others who tried—te-insist tﬁ;f Sinn Féin shouiﬁ declare itself
openly and publicly in favour of the establishment of a Republic
in Ireland. Griffith for a time was not in favour of such a

declaration but eventually hexgave way;;nd joined W Z%;gé;_ih
L.

..u(-..-,, ..«-
"other members of the atanding committee, in accepting Rep&biicanﬂg;-

as the declared object: of the"Sina Féin Organisation and Movement.,

-
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8inn Féin, as will be remembered, Finally won 73 seats

in the General Election of December, 1918, zi?t is 73 out of
§ : -
a total of 1l0h. The Unionist Party won the rest apart from

2.4 4 which were held by the Irish Parliamentary Party.

-

The filnal besult of the count was not msde known
officially until the 28th December becauae of the British
Government's deciaion to allow the soldiers in the army to

02, 0 G e
vote. The deeigsion was held up until the votes of the
British army men scattered all over Burope then could be
collected and counted.
| As soon as the General Election wdrk had been completed
and anticipating the result of the Gene#al Election the
Sinn Féin etanding committee began to diécusa the question of
the measures necessary to be taken for the calling tdgether
of the elected members of Parliament so that these newly elected
Iriah representativea would be enabled to decide what they
should do. At some stage it was decided that those who,

it was anticipated would be among the elected members of‘

Parliament who werg members of the standing committee of Sinn
Féin should meet as a sub-committee to discuss procedure, II
think it may be taken for granted now that at no time wasl;t
ever considered that any one of the newly elected Sinn Féin
members would think of answering the summons to attend the
House of Commons in London. I cannot remember that we
discussed this point formally at any time. Perhaps we did,
but I do not now recollect it. I think it may be taken for |
granted that nobody would have t?ggght that a dlscussion onl
this matter was necessary. E;;Pa;: I should mention here

that this snb—committee of, the probable members of Parliament
in consultation with their colleagues of the Sinn Féin standing
committee decided some time early in December that a deputation
should be eent over to London to endeavour to get an interview
with President Wilson when he landed in London on his way to

| /Paris
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Paris for the Peace Conference. I'éannot recollect ﬁow thé
date of the arrival of President Wilson in London, but I
remember this muech, that the four of us who were appointed as
a delegation to go to London to endeavour to get in touch
with Preaident Wilson -~ Robert Barton, Michael Collins,
Gavip Duffy and myself -~ were in London on the night the results
of the General Election were published.

We endeavoured to get into touch with President Wilson.
We calied at the 5merican Embassy and we saw there the Secretary
to the Embassador Qho received us in a courteous and friendly
manner and explained to us the great difficulty he thought
we would experience 1n'get£ing an interview with President ‘
Wilson. He, however, promised to put our proposit;on before the
Ambassador. The {iret time we saw the Secretary the.fogr of
us were together, but later two or three times, once wi;h

Robert Barton and once with Michael Collins I called on the

-8ecretary to dlecover what answer if any he had for us, ‘We

never got any formal reply to our request as far as I remember
but we were told on each occasion by the Secretary ;hat.he
thought it would be impossible for President wilson to

receive us.

We intended if we had 5een reoeived-by.President Wilson
to ask him to assist us in getting a hearing for the delegates
whonmthe new Irish ‘Parliament woulﬁ nominate to put Ireland's case
before the Paris Peace Conference, _

While we were walting for a reply from the American
Ambassador or from President Wilson it was suggested to uswthat
it would be wise ‘to call on some of the editors of the
principhl Eﬂélish newspapers., Robert Barton and I were
nominated to call on Mr. Scott the Editor of the Manchester
Guardian, Ve went to Manchester and saw Mr. Scott byl
appointment, and had a long interview with him in the Manchester
Guardian office one night. We found Mr, Scott deeply

/interested
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interested, most friendly and courteous. . He discussed
Ireland's affairs witﬁ‘ua at considerable length. He seemed
greatly distressed as'far as I remember when we told him that |
in all probability the new Irish Parliament would not have
any further association with the British House of Commons.
When we informed them that it would be our intention to- -
declare Ireland’'s complete Independence he seemed, as I
rémember, greatly distressed and warned us of the difficulties
which we would be up against.

It 18 certain that the standing committee of Sinn Féin
or at least those members of it who were free met frequently
during the period between the General Election and the 21st
January, 1919, when the first D41l assembled, I remember that
a Gommittee of Arrangements was set up and that I was made
chairman of this body, We were to discuss procedure anad
arrange for the summoning of the members of Parliament, arrange
for place 6? meeting and all the other easential details. I
was also at this time chalrman of the Foreign Affairs sub-
committee of the Sinn Fé&in standiﬁh committee, It was this
latter body that decided on sending the delegation to London
to endeavour to interview President Wilson. There deveolved on
me in my capacity as chairman the work of arranging detalls of
the meeting at the Manaioﬁ House, We had no difficulty in
getting the use of the Mansion House for our Parliamentary
assembly as the then Lord Mayor, Laurence O'Neill was most
friendly and .sympathetic and helbful at all times, He had
béen for mani years a very close and intimate friend of mihé.f
I took charge of his election campaign when he was fipst
elected to the Dublin COrporatidn. He was not a member of the
8inn Féin Party. He retained his Independence of all parties
at all times during-hia public career.

A summons was sent out to the elected members to

assemble at the Mansion House for a preliminary meeting to be
(#{:
held on January /Zé th, I think the summons was sent out in the

/name
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name of the Secretary of Sinn Féin but I am not certain. I
think Cathal Brugha presided at this preliminary meeting.

I think about 27 or 28 members attended. All the elected
members who were free were summoned but all were not present .
The date of the meeting of the first D411 and procedure thereat
was here discussed and decisions taken, I remember that I
proposed that every elected member of Parliament for Ireland

to whatever Party he belonged should be invited. There was at
first some objection to this by some of the elected members.

I remember distinctly that Eoin MacNéill took up my proposition
most enthueiasticall& and backed it; 80 did Cathal Brugha and
eventually there was & ‘unanimous decision that an invitation
should be senﬁ fo every elected repreaentati%e. It will bve
remembered later that when the roll was called the name of
every person returned‘as ©lected for an Irish constituency

was called by the Clerk to the firat DA1l,

_ Subncommitteea were set up to drafrft var%ggg documents which
it was decided at this meeting of Jamuary 6th-or~8th should be
brought before the Parliament at its first meéting. It was
here decided first of all that the elected members should meet
a8 the Parliament of Ireland and the Parliament should be caliled
Dail Eireann, It was decided that a formal proclamation of
Independence should be adopted. | It was also decided that
an appeal to the nations of the world for support of this
Declaration of Independence should be made. It was also decided.
that a Declaration of Policy on Social and Economic questions
should be made. The drafting of these variocus documents waé
entrusted to the Sub-@ommittee of Arrangements which had already
been set up, The principal persons concerned in the drafting

. .of these documents were_cathal Brugha, Gavan Duffy, Robert

Barton, J.J. Walsh, Michael COllins; Harry Boland and myself,

I remember that‘at a certain meeting the Declaration of

Independence and the address to the nations of the world were
- /read
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read and approved or and anﬁ paseed to the ﬁranslation Committee
for translation into Irish. Plaras Béaslaf, P, 0'Mdille,
Scellg and Eoin Mac NHéill were the active people with regard to
the translations. I think, as é matter of fact, that it ﬁaa ]
Piaras Béaslai who 414 most of fhe work, bu£ I do remember that
in all cases his work was certainly ;ﬁbmitted to the otheré for
their critiviam or approval,

;x{I remember well that on the avening before the meeting of
the first Ddil the Declaration on Bocial and Economic matters,
atterwards kpown as the Democratic Programme was under discussion
B the guh-commiggsf. " Harry Boland aé secretary, had been in
communication with, l’;illiam 0'Brien and Mr, T. .Johnston cof the
Labour Party and had been consuliing them as to the lines on
which this document should be drawn, Documents were before the
Committee that evening which Boland had received from these

members of the Labour Party Theae documents were read to the

fiuli:
<
sub-committee but wera not . acceptable, and nobody on the
gty e
Committee was prepaped to undertake the task of g

document ., We discussed 1t at great length and eventually at
about eleven o'clock at night, no agreement having been reached,
all the papers and various suggestions which had been received
from others besides the Labour Party were thrown at me because

I was Chairman and I was told to draft the document whatever
way 1 thought proper and that the Committee would stand over

my work, I took home with me the document and haidgngt

“TDE &
) difficulty 1n a house that was crowded with people-who were out_
O /PM(A’
ton:amuaament.that night in getting a quiet place to retire to

7
do the important Job. I think it was about four o'clock in the

morning before I finished writing the Democratic Progpamme
Pl JH PN

Early the following morning I tgok it to uichael_Eofgzga office

and thergztype-Wﬁ}tten copies were made for distribution to the

Dail. 4+t was not submlitted to any COmmittee before it was

read in DA&1l Eireann., I used in the drafting of this document

to the fullest extent that I felt I could, the notes given to
/me
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me by the Labour Party, but some of their proposals I had to
o
Aol b
leave ocut because of the objections that were raised at the
sub-committee., It has been stated by certain members of the
Labour Party, Cathal O'Shannon amongst others, that the
Democratic Programme was written by William 0'Brien of the Labour
Party and others have stated that it was written by Thomas
Johnstons I here have given the facts and I do not think
anybody could deny that it was the sub-committee of Sinn Féin
that had the final decision with regard to the Democratic
Programme as also with regard to the other documents put

togadker before the first meeting of DA1l Bireann . celptlog—"
'é}—r aﬂ’Z’T— ’

M/
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A private meeting of DAil Eireann was held again in the
Mansion House, Dublin, on Jamuary 22nd, the day after the firat'-
public assembly. At that meeting Cathal Brugha announced the

names of ﬁhoaa whom he- had asked to be mgmbers of the Cabinet

or Government of D&il Eireann, he _ _himself having already been
formallj proﬁoaed and seconded as Acting President, I cannot
now'rememLer who‘made these formal motions, but I do distinctly
remember Cathal Brugha anncuncing to us the names of those who
would form his Cabinet, and during .the coursé of thé‘meeting

he called me up to him when hé was in the chair anﬁ asked me if

I woﬁld conasent to be nominated spééker. I consented and before
the meeting dispersed he announced that he desired to nominate me
ag épeaker of the D4il, which was accepted without demur by the.
members,présent. _

As aftér twﬁ.or three weeks‘I vas sent away to Paris I cannot
give any information dboui what happened later with regard to the.
activities of the various Airi or Ministers nominated as the
Governmeﬁt of the Republic. Do

It may be well to state here, however, at this point that it
was fully understood I think by every member present and assuredly
by all those who were nominated to office'at this meeting of the
Déil,that'the Government or Cabinet that was here set up and the
ministers who were nominated were only to act temporarily, that is,

until such| time as a full meeting of the DAil could be assembled

after the iliberation of the many members who were aﬁ fhis time
prisoners in England or Ireland. -

gome time, I cannot give a date, but it probably can be
ascertained from the newsgpapers, it was éecided'that as
Presldent Wilson was coming to Europe, and would stay with the
British Réyal Family during his viseit to London, as a number of
important citizens in England and Scotland hgg-paased resolutions

ooy,

e .. . '
- offering President Wilson the Honorary Preemanskip of their cities,

it was theught .4 gbod idea that Dublin should do the same.

/1
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I think it was Michael Collins who suggested this idea to
me and asked me to. put 1t before the Lord Mayor, Laurence 0'Neill.
Collins also pointed out that as I had been appointed to go to
Paris to endeavour to get President Wilson to secure a hearing fdr
the Irish|delegatee to the‘Peace Conf'erence,I would prdbably find
difficulty in getting a passpomt. Collins thought of this idea
of offering President Wilson the honorary. freegggahép of the City .

'of Dublih, and he said that we could get the Corporation to get

a mixed committee of members as a delegation to go to Paris to ask
President Wilson to receive the freedom of Dublin and that I should
be one of  the members of such delegation. He thought this wau the
best way of securing that I would'not be refused a passport to

Prance by the British Government.

Al

I saw: the and?Mayor and put this suggestion to him which he
adopted with enthusiasm. A b(:tg meeting of Dublin Municipal
Council was called, I think on,Sunday night, and held in the Round
Room in the Mansion House, The public were.adﬁitted 80 that the
hall was crowded to capacity. I do not now.remember who it was

agked=—to proposedthe motion that the honorary freedom of Dublin be

errdd on,Pre nt wilso ut suc a motjion was moved qua/
£, GPHETIES [P PRI LSO R U0 2, motfon g moved fenet

<L

and seconded and spoken to by a number of members of the Council,
and finally adopted,I imagine, unanimously. Also at thne ‘same
meeting the names of the delegates torg tg Paris to put this
proposition to Preaident Viilson was_aubmitted and adopted, The
deputation, so far as I reﬁember now, consisted of the following

members off the Municipal Council:

Alderman 8ir Andrew Beatty
Alderman Corrigan
Councillor P. T. Daly and myself.
I think the Lord Mayor was also made a member of the delegation
but I am not certain of this. All of these members consented to
be put .on the delegation. The next step was to secure passports

to Paris for thé members of the Delegation. This task was

undertaken by the Town Clerk on the instructions of the Lord Mayor.

The Town Clerk applied to the anderﬁsédretary, Dublin Castle for the

‘passports/
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‘.pasaports for the delegatea. I feﬁember we were told ;hen that
Alderman Sir Andrew Beatty alreadé had a péssport'ao that passports
were only necessary for the other members, By this time President
Wilson had already arrived in ioﬁdon.and gone to Paris and was
taking part in arrangements for the setting up of the Peace
Conference, In the meantime, too, I had élready been appointed

. by Cathal| Brugha, Prfomh Aire, and with the consent of the other

| members of the Government, to go io Paris. I think there was
some qucetion as to Piaras Béaslal's being app01nted also at that
time, or maybe instead of me, but finally the decision was. that I
should be|appointed, I was appointed and only awaited the receipt
of my passport to go to Paris.

Some \weeks, I think, elépsed, or éaybe perhaps 1t was only a

question of g week or ten days, but T wes anxious about the
passport and saw the Lord Mayor nearly every dayland asked him to put
pressure on theICaatle about 1t, All the time I was very doubtful
as to wheiher I should ever receive a passport and was coﬁsidering
other ways and means of getting ﬁé Paris ﬁithout the British'
passport, Getting impatient at not having got any reply from
Dublin Castle I remember the Lord Mayor suggested to us thét we
should visit the Military Head Quarters at Pafk Gate and interview
the Chief Intelligence Officer there, who was named, I think,
Major Price, as the Lord Mayor had been told by somebody in the
Gastle that the final decision as to whether or hot pasqurté
should be given to us rested largely with him, .

One niorning the Lord Mayor, Councillor P. T. Daly and myself

drove up 1in the Lord Mayor's éarriage to Park Gate Military

Head Quarters. We were shown into a large room and 1t was
interesting to notice that this pérticular room which was occupied -

by two offiicers in British military uniform was like a museum -

something like one of %t ‘fgw£ﬂoma in the present Dublin Museum that

e ndre frrnat .
is devoted to showing 1916 1922, All over the room were hanging

N

on the walle picturcs and posters of Ireland and Irish events, ?f

public meetings in support of the Republic to be held in various

o /\ AP f...., %
parts of the country, hié%s for subscriptions fier Sinn Féin or the..

I.R.A./
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'I.R.A., BIIIs for subscriptions for arms. In one corner .would be

two or three uniforms or parts of unifbrma of the I.R.A, a Howth
gun or tvo and flags and banners and bannerettes, ~ We weré very
much amused ‘going arouhd the room while we were waiting, examining
all-these mementoes of our Movemént. The officers present were
very courtéous and walked around with us and tdlked of the various
objects [of interéest, showed us the Howth rifie, discussed its
brens—" ¢
merits, and demerits one might say. There was- also one or two
old pikes that must have dated from the 1798 period and some
postera and documents going baék over a long period - certainly
LO or 50 years - and having gz connection with some aspect 6f the
Movement for Irish fréedom. " The officers offered us cigarettes
and chatted pleasantly while we were waiting for Major Price.

When the Major arrived the Lord Mayor addressed him and
introduced us, and he was friendly and courteous, The Lord
Mayor told him the purpose of cur visit and he invited us to
. ) . S arrn,,
git down while he told us of the difficulty of issudig passports
§§?5e091e who had such records as Councillor P. T. Daly and myself,
&a&“g%’asked questions as to what we proposed fo_do when we got to
Paris. | The Lord Mayor did most of the talking - he had esdvised us
earlier to keep our mouths shut, The Lord Mayor answered that the
purpose of the delegation was to endeavour to see President. Wilson
and to convey to him the Resolution of the Municipal Couﬁcil of .
Dublin conferring on him the Hunﬁ!i:gt?reedom of the-City, and to
ask him when it would be convenient for him either to come to
Dublin or, if he could hot find time to come to.Dublin, when 1t
would be| convenient for him to receive a delegation from Dﬁblin
in Paris)so that the homsrsey Freedom of our gziy could be cohferred;
on him,

It was evident from the talk of Major Price that this business

LY

. e
«of the conferring of the hsmeorary Freedom of the ity of Dublin on
President Wilson raised an awkward probiem for the British

o _
Authorities hes®, Other cities in the British Isles were doing

a. .
the same |as Dublin and the British Authoritles here did not at that
/time
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to go to Paris, If they could find & convenient excuse to do so

". time dare to? ggfuse at any rate, to allow a delegation
thé would be glad to do so, but they found ig difficult to refuse
passports for the delegateé nominated by the Municipal Council.

2 If the personel of the Council had been of a different character,
probably there would be no difficulty, but a delegation including
Ps. T. Daly and myself made things Eather awkward for them.

I remember that in the course of the .talk with Price he
somehow or another brought in the name of Eoin MacNé&1ll and talked

3 . -f’/f-l 4"
It will prob&bly be remembered that 1t‘Z§§ stated that PrYZe called

! g, /(-d—'wr\-‘

on EeimifecNetll when he was a prisoner,in 1916 before his trial,
and, asﬁwasfsafﬁzﬁﬁiﬁhe—ttme, tried to induce MacKeill to give

*

of the scandalous way in which he had eenggplumnia;&?#by MagNéill.

evidence implicating certain members of the Irish Parliamentary

Party in-ome—way-or-another in the 1916 Rising, Of course f—
PR g bone

MacNeill'rgfpsed to do anything of the kind. It wes—cTertain that
~ hone of the leaders of the Irish Parliamentary Party were

implicated in the remotest way in éhe Rising of 1916. Y

He made a vicious attack on Eoin MacNeill-afid called him a

iiar and accus him of maligning himself. I lost my temper with

him and had some very hot words w{;gdpim ghigggpnded up in his
-making.aa I thought an attempt to cha@gerat me for something,

perhaps wicked, which I had said to him, with the result that I&n/
a%fy¢ﬂb,lifted an inkpot and let 4«T1y at him, eaﬁjzﬁg officers present and
Laurence 0'Neill intervened and separated us and Price left the
'ﬂ901¢v‘a%iigg Eg all aorta of unpleasant names. TLat ot —;#

~made our way outﬁagg-é% soon as we got into the

. A .
Lord Mayor's carriage the Lead-layor abused me for not having kept

my temper. "Now" he said "whatever chance we had before of
getting passports, we may now give it up; our hopes are gone for

- ever', Notwithstanding this scene, a week/fgzgkggzdsq)passports

for Pe Te Daly and myself arrived. The Lord Mayor and Alderman
J—Jr"-/

Corrigan had recz;ved theirs abau#-#an days beforeé. .
A"
’ﬁeﬂpaﬁaaya, ten days or so before I left for Paris I met in

/the



the vestibule of the City Hall Dublin Castle, P. T« Daly, who to
my surpriLe was accompanied by Aa man in the uniform of the French
Army. I was interested to see who was P. Te Daly's friend and I
approached him and dieegéﬁ;ed that the man in the uniform of the
Prench Foreign Legion wag,Mcwhite, His.uniform was that of a
sous—bificier Sﬁ;g;o.). It'appears he held the highest N.C.0M
rank and thie was described as sous«~officier, 1 had known
- McWhite well as he had been a close friend of Arthur Griffith, and
. when he resided abroad, a very frequent oorrespondent of his, ) |
learned then from McWhite that he had Joined the French Foreign
Legion as soon as the European War broke out, Before that for
some¢ years he had been engaged in teaching English in Berlitz
aohools in various_partﬂ of the Continent. He told me he nas then L
residing|in Paris and expected to be demobilised from the army in-a.
few nénths. He was here in Dublin on vacation for a week or ten
days., L
Knowing that the publicity on the Continent for our D41l
proceedings had not been goodﬁi asked McWhite if, when he was.u
returnf$ to Parie:he woul& take with him copies of the Declaration
‘of Independence, the Address to the Nations of the World and the
Democratic Programme, and if he would havekuppiegrorétgeseédgcuments
printed and circulated to all the news agenciesdpf France and the
different cities of the Continent I undertook to get money from
Sinn Féin for him for this purpose. McWhite undertook to do this
and I gave him, before he left Dublin, the copies of the documents
.and I forget what sum of money I got from Sinn Féing bad- I handed
aﬁi this to him and he undertook to see that, at any-rate, a further
effort should be made to get wide publication for all these
documents, I told him that I expected'to‘belin Paris in a couple
of weeks' time and asked him for an address where I might £find him.
I aleo ga¥e him the address of a friend of mine & W. O'Mahoney,
who was for many years on the staff of the Irish Independent, but
who had a=geed mang-years before established himself in Paris as a

Press correspondent, I gave him the addresas of this 0'Mahoney and

/told
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told him|that if ¥ had any further communication for him before I

. got to Paris I would address 1t to O'Mahoney's houde for him,

I alsc gave him a letter of introduction to Q'Mahoney. I know
that he mede 0'Mahoney's acquaintance when nhe returned to Paris
: vt Lo AL Feif e o

and became a great friend of Mpv—and¥rs:—O'Mahoney, and for some
weeks stayed with them in their flat in paris, I am sure Mcwﬁite
made an effort to secure for us the publicity that we desired for
these doLuments, but I do not think the results were vepry -
substanJial. .

'I left Dublin on the morning of February 7th I think it was,

for London on my way to Paris and the Peace Conference,

Mw/
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I travelled to.London, by boat from Dun Laoghaire to

Holyhead, and the usual route to Euston, London. I have
very good reason to remember iE% arrival at London and the
difficjlties that confronted me there. . Wben I arrived ap
Euston at 6.30 a.m.‘the first difficuitj was that thefe was
no such thing as a raillway porter to be had and I had two
heavy auig_%iiﬁabto carry. The next thing was, there was
2 1if not 3™of snow on the ground. In my visits to London
which had been fairly freéuent.during a few years before that

period I had always etopped at the Russell Hotel, Southampton Row.

There being no porter and no such thing as a taxi to be got for
love or money, I had to start like éverybody else who got orf
the trai

n txgibgpgging, aﬂgrwalk, carrying my suitcases down
D

to the Hotel. which was, I think, a good ‘mile or more away. The

ground w
was dang
Hotel a
was tol
I left m
porter o
was a na
Through
At
where I
to trave
but mili

Dover, a

as not alone snowy but icy, and efery step of the road

erous, Eventuallj, however, I managed to reach the

d there again I was up against difficulties because T
there was no such thing a8 a room available. However,

y sultcases there énd later in the day met the head

f the Hotel who had known me from previous visits and who
tive of the West of Ireland. I have forgotten his name.

hig influence, before nightfall, I secured a room,

er breakfasting at the Hotel I made inguiries as to

should call to secure the necessary visas or permits

1 %o France.’ Not alone was it necessary to have a visa,

tary permits for travel on the trains from London to

nd also other permits to travel by boat to France and to

travel by train in France should be, I was informed, secured

from the

Military Authorities. Having secured this 1nformation

I went a
was situ

Being fa

there waL a qneue before I e.

B early as possible to the Military Permit Office which

ted, so far as I can now remembeg on Bedford Square-f

’

rly early I was one of the first interviewed.

f’f"fﬂ“‘""‘f m—gfdf, ﬁ'«zé-n‘ m—é‘ ‘ﬁ; o
I think it must

Alreédy

/have
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have been about ten or shortly after it that I was ushered into
one of several offices in thé building where military or naval
officers, or at least persons in military or naval uniform were

examining people applying for permits to travel,

I was shown into an office where there was seated behind a

desk a gentleman in naval uniform. He was very pleasant and

courteous, invited me to sit down, and when I gave him my name
and address and he discovered I was Irishvhe seemed to take the

deepest interest in my case, I am sure I was examined and cross-

examined by him for more than an hour. He, in the course of his

conversation with me, told me that he was in private life a

tarrister, and that he had takenh on this work during the War as

o

part of his War service. He also told me that he had been a

supportar of the Liberal Party and was a Home Ruler and had great

admiration for Mr. John Redmond and his Party. He asked me very

definitely if I were a supporter of Redmond and I truthfully told"
him that

L e

and pupporter of Sinn Féin.

I never had been but that I'was.alwaya¢»V{134H,\,,,>;f5%%@

. This interested my interrogator

greatly andwe had quite a long argument on the merits and_demerits
of the Parliamentary Party and on the merits of the Home~Ruie Bill
that the| Liberals had passed. ‘

Then- we got on éo the subject of my proposed visit £0'Paris;
He asked/me many questions on this and I emphasised all the time

that the|purpose of my visit was as & member of the Dublin

Municipal Council to seek an interview with President Wilson for
the purpose of offeri;g-him, on behalf of the Lord Mayor and
Municipal Council of Dublin, the freedom of the City of pPublin.
- ) 2, abr,

Most definiiely ihis gentleman did cross—examina{meﬁg; to whether
I had‘any other purpose in view , ﬁut these questions I tried to
parry, amd I think did so succeésfully.

I remember quite definifely that this official asked me if I
were an Irish Republican and I told him I was, He asked me if I
had taken any part in the Republican Movement and I told him I had,.

1 remember that I was asked then to sit in another room and wait

/a
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while th;é—oféi%zé; made some inquiries. After an hour
was called back into the room by this gentleman and told
robably would not get-an immediate answer as in his
my case should be submitted to higher authoritkf
ly..he told me when lunch time came near that I should gd
have iunch and come back at about three o'ciock. He

t during lunch time he would endeavour to see some of his

e and that he proposed to discuss my case with them. ‘He

.

added, I remember quite clearly, that if he had his way I would not

get a pe
decide ¢

a time,:

mit to travel} but he said"I know that my superiors may

I tell you quite frankly that that would be my

therwise, but I personally would not think it wise to leti .

Republican‘like you go to Paris on such a mission ai,éuchf

-

recommendation to my superiors, but there 6till may be hope that*.

you wil
I hope ¢t

three o

who anncunced to me with a smile that he had received authority .  °

to give

gecision‘hqd been left to himaelf he wbuld not have given a peﬁmiﬁ;

but he
it but ¢
you"

Is
me notes

from va
s

.Authorit

the mill

get the permit., ‘Come back anyhow at three o' clock and
hen to be able to give you an answer", I came back,at.

clock, was received at once by.my friend of the mordins

¥

me the military permit. He agaln assured me that if the’:

aid "I know that some of my superiors were doubtful aboﬁt--‘

hey decided that 1t would not at present be wise to refusa

. .
.t

ot, there and then, the documents from him and he gave'

to other offices where I hadlto call and recéive permiﬁqﬁh

'10&3 other military and naval British and Eren@h

ies. As to these there was no difficulty once I showed

tary permit that I had received in the afﬁernoon.
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I arrived in Paris late on the night of the 8th February
and was lucky to secure a room at the Grand Hotel.

It was probably on the next day that I called on my friend
W O‘Mahoqfﬁat his residence, I forget the name of the street, up
close to the Etoile. I was glad to discover then that as a result
of my having given & note of introduction to McWhite he had made the
acquaintance of ﬁr. O'Mahoéi'and was a frequent fisitor there.
McWhite was actually still in the French Army and still wearing
uniform at this time. I think he was not discharged from the Army

for another six months or so. Though ge lived- in barracks s
to a certain extent, subject to disekherge, he seemed to be fre
.do anything he wished all day long.

I met McWhite then at O'Mahoney'q house in the course of
day or two and asked him if he would be willing ‘to join my otg
ae a Secretary, which he consented to do.

I also had on my staff for some months Victor Collins v
left Ireland a few weeks before I left and had gone to Switg
to ece his daughterlwho vas in A& sanatorium there. Before

it was arranged that if I got to Paris.he could join me therd

help me in my mission, He had formerly been a journalist.
for I don't know how many yeariJa representative of thel'New
in Paris and therefore knew Paris well, and seemed to have
acquaintances in many of the Government and Police of'fices,

Having arranged with theuﬁoﬁel people for the use of two £

e

as offices in the hotel, I installed myself in one and had Mcia
and Victor Collins as staff in the other office.

The first official thing I did was, as far 58 I remember, |
out a note to the principal newspapers in Paris announcing the fact
of my arrival in Paris as a representative of DAil Eireann and I fixec
an hour on an afternoon for a Press Conference, and invited the Presg
to send representatives,

Very few representatives accepted my 1nv1tation; I remcmber
that the Paris edition of the Daily Mail sent & man, as did also the
Paris edition of the New York Herald vy Pribune and the Chicago

Tribune, which at that time also published a Paris edition
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A/? The Temps nor thg&ﬁﬂduui4ko tw9tpr1nc1pal political daily

newspapers in Paria at that time, accepted my invitation. I-think
a repreaentative ofécﬁx%;ﬁaéfﬁﬁéa turn up, anﬂ maybe one or two
others representing papere of less 1mportance, but I am no;bggf
certain how many actually called. All tq;ae journal£§§$; pubiiahed
aﬁ;iEnglish in paris 41d publish a paragraph announcing my arrivel in
Paris and later this paragraph appe;red in some other Paris daily
newspapers, They merely meritioned the fact of the arrival in Paris .

- of a representative of the newly-elected Parliament in Dublin,

v

one result I distinctly remember of this publicity, such as it
waes, given to me by these newspapers was that from that time on 1
was kept under the strictest surveyance by the French Sﬁ%et;;' I
think practically all the time I was in Paris there was a man
(sometimes two) of the French Detective Force seated on the Ié'nding
* ' close to where my rooms were and beside the 1ift, keeping a& %&e on
e me and endeavouring to find out too,if he could, who were my_%lsttors
gﬁ%ﬁﬁ?ﬁf and what was their business with me, I gathered long afterwards
'{g ﬁl{@? .that the hotel management had given instructions to the staff to ;
N “"facilitate the police in their work in every WY o
I think Victor Collins stayed with me for perhaps about three
or four months. He wasn't really of very much help, not as much ap b
expected he would pave.been. He was very difficult to manage
becsuse he hed his o;n very definite views about everything and
- everybody and disliked taking instructions from me - I was so much
his Jjunior. Also, Victor had been during the War an ardent pro-
German, and I unfortunately haq to warn him several times after I had
heard him discuss the subjeot of the War with Prench visitors, that
he should, at any rate a8 far aé the French visltors were concerned,
try to moderate hia.ardent admiration for the recent chief
opponents of the French in the War, .
1 inviied as many journaliéts as I could,of the principal
T . newspapers, to lunch g:g dinner in an endeavour to break down their
hostility which was always noticeable and 5 endeavour to geg
?."m "something of Ireland's _case publisheﬁ xn the papers. To these

+ ) * -.‘"a

1ﬁncheons I 1nvariab1y 1nvited Victor.ﬂollins and McWhite,
:q‘: ¥ ﬁ;‘M '7' .:T. .‘“-I"' * f. o < i:.‘,'. + . /M’Mﬂh'l te
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McWhite was always, of course, most'acceptable to the French, wearing
a8 he did the uniform of the French Foreign Legion. Frequentiy,
however, I had to notice that as soon as Victor Collins had taken a
glass or two of wine, he let his tongue wag omand gave forth
enthusiastically words of admifation for the Germans, This led
a few times to angry retorts from the French, so that my purposé
was largely defeated as long as he was around, Eventually I had
to write home to Griffith whoae'great friopﬂ Victor Collins waﬁjto
recall him,

Through some friends I got invitationa to a number of the-

Uil ot 8t ] E S

I called on quite a number.of these important people in the e
educational and cultural world and generally was welcomed, but on
a few occasions I was quite openly 1nfofmed that Ireland w%:gaft any )
longer regarded as a friend of France, :E%e view of those 46 took
this attitude being, as they expressed it‘qnite openly and frequently
to me, that they regarded Irgland as having stabbed France in the bact

'*zwngnyff%VZI; _
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POINTS XN THE LIVE OF SEAR T, $_CEALLAIGH.

Sedn T. 0 Ceallaigh was born at Iower Wellington Gtreet,
Dublin, on August 25th, 1882, He was the eldest son of
Saruel and Catherine 0'Kelly. Hie mother's malden name was
0'Dea,

He was first sent to school at the Convent of the Sisters
of the Holy Faith, Mountjoy Btreet. Next hs ugnt to the
Christiaen Brothers' Schools, St. Mary's Place, and some years
iater was a pupil, for a short time at the 0'Connell Schools,
Rorth Richmond Street. At the age of 15 he was, after an
exemination set and conducted by the late T. ¥, Lister, Ml.A.,
Chief Librarian of the National Library, secured employment—.
s a Junior Assietant in the Fational Library in the year
1898, He remained in the service of the Library until 1902.
He resigned the Library post because he felt - having Joined
the I.R.B. = that he should not contimae to hold a position
which was remufierated ocut of Hritish Goverament fundis.
puring these years he was a regular reader of, and an
occasional contributor to, the "United Irishman, a nswapaper
founded by & small group of young Iriehmen believing in the
gospel of camploté independence for Ireland,

geén T. G Ceallaigh began his etudy of Irieh in the 8t.
Mary's Plece Schoole about the year 1834, when he was
beginning his etudies for the Preparatory Grade Examination.

From the time he left school he contimed his intereat
in the Irish language ani every week attended one or two
classes in the Irieh language in the Ana Graobh Gaelic League.
He contimed his membership of the Ard oradbh ani attendance
at clasces and ledtures there for many years. About the
game time he became a regular visitor to the Gaelic Literary
SBoclety where lectures and debates on various aspects of
Irish history and related to matters of Irieh interest
genaraliy were held every weck at their premises in Lower

Abbey Streest., At these gatherings he made the acquaintance

—_—

t
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first of ¥William Rooney and Arthur Griffith. There, too,
he £iret heard Maud Gonne (Mrs Gonne McBride) who frequently
spoke at f.heae gatherings,

‘SeAn . & Cceallaigh J&ined thé Archbishop Mcilale Branch
of ths Gaslic League sbout 1902. In that Branch he acted
a8 i;eachor of Irish and leotured on Irish history frequently.
After some years he became 11’.6 Honorary Bécmtary and later
its President, whioh post he .hel‘.! for many years. ,

In 1900 he was aeaoeiatea with the msé George CIanoy. -
who will be remembered as the Mayor or‘uuxex-:ck who in 1920
was murdered by t.he Black and Tans - in foummg the Qontod~
erate Literary anﬂ Debating Soclety, a aubaldiary of vm.tch
was the Confederate iurling Clud of which he was also an
aotive member, The late Eamonn duggan, T.D., was also an
active member of the Confederates and its Hurling Club.

ge&n T, 6 Ceallaigh became Honorary iecretary of the
publin cotuda Ceanntair of the Gaelic l.eague about 1909 and
later was chaiman of the seme Body for several yenra. This
Body had charge of the ar.angements for the anmual Gaelic
Leugue procession or demonstration through thq‘ etroets of
Dublin, which demonstration inaugurated the annual
collection for the Gaelic League for mamr'ygara.

In 1903 Padrailg Pearse and S8edn T. § Ceallaigh 'b\_scam;
respectively Editor and Manager of “clinbh Soluis®, the
weekly Journal of thes Gaslio League., They worked in oloﬁe
and intimate asccociation on that paper and in the Gaelic

‘I.cagne and Irish~Irsland Kovement generally until 1909,
This year Seén T. ¢ Ceallaigh was appointed Secretary of
the 8inn Péin Printing anfi Publishing Company and Manager
of the daily "Simn Pé1n". In that capacity he worked in
dally asaociation with Arthur Griffith until the Sinn Féin
paper was gupprepsed scme time after the cutbreak of the
first Great War, After the suppression of “ginn Pé&in®
S8eén T. § Coeallaigh worked with Griffith on other woekly
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3. ‘ _
Journals such as "Eire", "Nationall$™ and "Bciﬁaora and
Paste”, the 1life of all of which was shord , they deing
suppressed one after another by order of 'tne British
Government, ,- ' ‘

In 1909 Sedn T. 6 Ceallaigh was elected a member of the
Coiste Gnotha of the Gaelic lLeague, He wan re-sleoted each
yoar until 1915, in which year he beocame,in succegsion to
Padralg G Délaigh, General Secretary of the Organisation.

He joined the Bertholcmew Teeling Circle of the I.R.D.
in 1900, The centre or chairman of .that Oirole when ho
Joined wao a man nsmed Nally from Balla, o, Bayo, who was
then employed as pharmacist to the Mater Misericordiee
Hotpital, Dublin. Nally was either a brother or a first
ecusin of the Nally who died while & political prisoner in
Ilo:intaoy about that same time., PFrom the time he deocame.s
member. of the I.R.B. Sedn T. § Ceallaigh was an motive
organiser and worker in that Organisation. Ho wap .
frequently sent to adiress meetings ebout it and travelled
in its name to many parbe of Ireland as well as to England
and §cotland.

He devoted all his time from about 1900 to about 1905
to workins for the spread of the Iriah-!re:l.am ideas,
teaching the language in varicus Brnmhea of the OGaelic
League and leoturing to.I.R.B. Clubs and the many Clubs

whigh oprang into existence after the centenary celebrations
of the '98 Insurrection, He tried assiducusly to spread
the separatist idea among the young men and women attached
to all these groups and wes engaged in many hard-fought
wordy battles with the supporters of the Home Rule ideal

and the followera of the Parliamentary Party who were every-

vhpre 1n7 & vast majority among the Iriech people of that time.
He wam one of the relatively small group who, at the

invitation of John Swestmen, Artimr Griffith and Bdward
Martin, attended a Convention at the Round Room, Rotunda,
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Dublin, in 1905 to assist in founding the Sinn Péin Organ~
taation. There was oomzdex-able difference of opinion
among the members of the I.R.B. at that time as to whether
or not the Sinn Fein Organiaat:lon was worthy of support, dbut
geén 7. 0 69&115131: was one of those who decided to help
Simn Péin. He assisted in founding Branches in Dublin end
in other parts of the country. In 1908 he wae elected to
the Hational Executive of 0inn FPein, and that. same year was
made, Jointly w!.th the late Aldpdman ¥W. L. Cole, its
Honorary Seoretary. He was re~slected to th!.a latterqofric
on amfal occasions. Sedn T, O Ceallaigh remained closely
associated with Sinn Péin through all its viccissitudes
and changes and was contiﬁuously a member of 1_.t.s Standing
Conmittee up to the year 1925. |

January, 1906, was the first time that Sedn T. ¢
Ceallaigh .eought. as a cundidnfe for public office. In
thet month he was selested by theylmns uay Werd Brench of
Sinn Péin to be their atandard bearer to .eonteet a seat in
the Municipal Council in tho Sinn P&in party 1n§areat.
Ai"teé a very severe contest he was eleocted iry a emall
maaority ovei' a candidate who was a supporter of the
Parliamentary Party. Seédn T, 0 Ceallaigh on entering the
Corporation immediately joined the newly founded Sinn Péin
Party in the Dublin Corporation. tle became Secretary and,
after some years, also Chairman of the Party. He was
re-slected every three years as a member of the Corporation
for Inns Quay Ward. In the year 1921 he was elected
Alderman of the eame Ward, IHe contimued to represent that
dietrict on the Municipal Council, with the exception of
the short period whén the Corporation wae suppressed, untili
the year 1932 when, after the General Eleotion of that year,
he wae nominated Minister for Local Goverzment and Public
flealth by Preaident de Valera, |

During his membership of the Corporation he took e
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keen and écf-ive intersst in all aspects of munioipal work.
He and his collesgues while using the Corporation as a
platform to spread ths political ideas which they held workﬂ
simultaneously for reform in public anms.niatrauan anﬁ
endeavonred at all times to preach purity and efficiency in
public life end pudblic administration. The Sinn Féin
Party were plionecers in presching also sccial reform and m
working stremously for the cumination of aluma ani bad
housing conditions in Dublin City end for the elrectiop of
proper housing conditions for the Uorkzng claaan.

mrmg his membershay of the Corporation Sedn T. §
Ceallaigh was elected Ohairman of several of thc Mportmt
Standing Committeens on the uunioipai Council. In 1908 he
became Chairman of the Finance Committes and later was, from
time to time, also Chairman of the Improvements Committee,
the Cleansing Committss, the Waterworks Committee and the
I..:lbraries Committes. It 18 1ntereuuns to recsll that
while on the Cleansing Committee he was responsible, w!.th
the ;atc Fred. Allen, Seoretary of that Committee, for
inaugurating the making of éhe new beautifully laid-out
Park at Fairview, ‘ _ _ |

In 1915 he was ‘elected Chairman of the Dublin city, |
Technical Bducation Committee. Owing, however, ‘ to his
irpriecnment in 1916 and the clash of other public duties |
later he wes not in a position to giva mach attention to
the work of Technical Education aftor 1916,

Improvements in housing conditiona :Ln Horth Dnbnn owe
& great deal to the plonsering activities of Sedn T, 6
Ceallaigh. He it was who was prlmaruy reaponnible for
clearing the Church Street, North Anne Btreat, and 0mond
Market areas of their slums., His aot:.vity suoceeded in

clearing that large district of i;he mmealﬁhy tenements
that covered 1t. He secured the erection of the workman'e
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dwellings that now occupy that large site and the district
surrounding the Grecn Street Courthouse as woll as the
building of other new working-class dwellings at the rear
of the Four Courts. He was algo primarily responsible
for the scheme of workmen's dwellings in the Linen Hall
8treet area., _

In 1908 he was selected by the Dubiin Corporation to be
one of a Delegation of members of the i{funicipal Council to
go to Rome to present His Holiness Pope Pius X an Address
. of Congratulation on the occasion of his Episcopal Jubilee,
0 Ceallaigh was seleoted by the Corporation as & delegate
because of his knowledge of Irieh, as the corpomtioﬁ
wished that the Adiress tb His Holiness ahould be read in
irish. It is 1ntorest:lxi3 to recall that it was on that
ocoasion that the late Eamonn Ceannt, who was later
executed by the British as cne of the Leaders of 1916, play-
e€d the Irish war pipes in the great Throne Room of the
Vatican in the prescnoe of the Holy Father ani the hundreds
of Irish pilgrims assembled there, '

About 1909 8eén T. § Ceallaigh waé nominated by the
Dublin Corporation to be a member of the Board of Technical _
Education for Ireland. He remained a mbmber of that Board
for a great many years and in that capacity did his share
in promoting technical education throughout the country. He
was also sppointed to repreaent the pudblin Corporation on
the Grangogorman and Portrane Mental Hospitals Committee as
well as on the Boards of the Kational liaternity Hospital,

. Holles Street, and Jervie Streot Hoepltael.

As a member of the Industrial Oom:lttaé of the Gaelic
Leags he was one of the founders of the Dublin Industrial
Development Aesooiation. ,

He was invited by Eoin MacNeill to the small mecting
which was responsible for the bringing into existence in
1913 of Oglaigh na h¥ireann (the Irish Volunteers), He
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was later appointed by Eoln naonmn to take charge of and
preside at the overflow meeting uhj.ch assembled in the large

Concert Hall of the Rotunda on the night in November, 1913

on which the Irish Volunteer Organisation was formally and
publicly founded in the Rink, Rotunda Gardens, Dublin, under
the Chairmanship of Eoin MaoKeill.

Seén T, § Ceallaigh became an active member of the Irial
Volunteers on the foundation of dhe Organisation. From
this time on, and eapecimlly after the outbreak of the first
Great Wer, he worked in close association and intimate daily
contact with Tam Clarke and Sean McDermott in varicus |
activities connected with the Volunteer Movement., At the
request of these two he undertook mortantAmiss.iom to
different parts of Ireland and great ‘Britai.n.. In August,
1914, he was sent by them to purchase machine guns and
ammunition which 1t had been reported to them were available
for purchase in London. In March, 1915, he was gent by
these two to New York to inform Judge Cohalsn, John Devoy,
Joseph MceGarrity and other heads of the lann na Gaedhael
in the U.5.A. of the intention to promote a Rieing in
Ireland during the following year. He was given an ocutline
of the general plans ae then concoived for the capture and
holding of Dubliin City by the Irish Volunteers and the I.R.B.
and he was dhddructed to make these plans known to the
above-mentioned heads of the Amsrican Clann na Gaedhaedl.

. During his stay in thge U.8.,A., which lasted five or
six -wee_ks, he visited esveral imporitsnt centres of the
Clann in company principally with Joseph McoGarrity and,
occasionally, John Devoy and Luke Dillon, Jt was there he
firet made the acquaintance of Liam pPedlar. They met at
a meeting of the Heads of the Clann na Gaedhael in
Philadelphia., The next time S5eédn T. § Ceallaigh and Liam
Pedlar met was about a year later when they came across

each other by chance in the exercise yard of Wandsworth
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" Prison, London,

On leaving Héw York to return to Irelgnﬁ. sefn 7. 0
Cesallaigh received from John Devoy a sum of &£2,000. He

. waB 1nstructed‘to give half of ih&a sum'to'Tom'clarke and

Gean MoDermott for the use of the I.R.B. and the other half
was to be handed to Eoin McNeill for the use of the Irish
Volunteers, ' . | | . |

Shortly after ﬁhn outbreak of ﬁnp An 1914, Seén T, 0
Cesllaigh was one of the prime movers . in bringing into
exictence in Dudlin the Society known as the "Irish
Neutrality League" of which he dbecame Ronorary Secretary,
the President of the Orggniaation being Jamaalconnally.
This Organieation had not & long life. After a couple of
mopths of publicity work in favour of Ireland's remaining
neutral during the Great Var, the Neutrality lLeague was
suppresced dby order of the Eritish Governmont .

About December, 1915, SeAn T. § Ceallaigh was invited
by Padraig Pearge to act when the rising took place some
time in the following year, as was anticipated, as Staff
Captain to the Commander-in-~Chief, Padralg Pearse, on
acecepting the invitation he was instructed that no-one shalld
be told of the sppointment and thﬁt the rank should not be

assumed until the Rising actually took plage. Botween
this time and Baster, 1916, GSedn T. § Ceallaigh was ordered

by Pearse to get from the Corporation planas of the main
drainage and sewerage systems of the 0Oity, plans of the

gas mains and the lighting system. He ﬁas able to secure
most of these through thé assistance of officials of the
various Departments of the Dublin Corporation. He was
also asked to 4o intelligence work in other directions by
hie Chief and for thie latter work he was fortunate in deing
able to use a mumber of officials of the Dublin Corporaticn
and, in particular, members of the Banitary Staff whose
duty brought them every day to all corners of the City and
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who had special power and authority to visit any buildings
ﬁnywhere in the City at any time of the day. The informat-
iun obtained through the agency of these officiale was of'ten

of great value,
i

I

when the Rising took plﬁce on Easter Monday, 1916,

Sedn T. 6 Ceallaigh joined Padraié Pearse in the G.P.0.
After the surrenier, with other Volunteers he was imprisoned
in Richmond Barracks and was retained thers for sbout six
weeks. He was then deported to Wandsworth Prison in the
vicinity of London. While there he fell 111 with pneumonia
apﬁ thus spent about six weeks in the prison hoapital. He
wéa then transferred to Woking iillitary Prison whers he
spent a.few waeka and was then changed to Wormwocd Sorubbe
Prison for a drief espell. From there he was sent to
Fﬁon@ach Camp in Weles and, after about three weeks there,
he wag tranaferred to Readlng Jail where he had as fellow-
prlsoners tha following among others:;- ference Mc3winey,
Témaa ﬁccurtain, Arthur Griffith, Darrell Piggis, Earnan de
m;agn. Padraig ¢ Méille, M. J. O'Reilly and Denis llcGullough
aﬁﬂ many'othera since ﬁrominznx in the public business and
professional life in Ireland. He was relessed when the
gehsral raleaée of Prongach and Reazding prisoners took
plaee on Christmas BEve, 1916, His liberty was brief as he
waa arrested again in February, 1917, and, with about 30
otpera. was for a day 1mpriaonea in Arbour Hill Military
Baﬁraeks and then was deported to Oxford and later to Fair-
ford, Gloucestershire, England. From this place he, with
ong or two other deported colleagues, tocok French leave and
returned to Ireland to take part in the Parliamentary
Eleution in Longford at which Joseph Ecﬂuinneea was elected
a Hember of Parlisment in the Sinn 78in interest ahout June,
1917, Joaeph MoGuinness being then a convict imprisoned in
England for his part in the Rising of 1916.

Seén T. § Ceallaigh was an active worker and speaker
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at all the Parliamentsry Elections which tock place from thif
time onwards. He directed organisations and was given
éharge of certain areas during the contests in Armagh, Tyrone
Waterford, Clare, Oavan, etc., during the 1917 - 1918 period,
which period witnessed such striking successes for the Sinn
ﬁéin cause,
! Perhaps it should be mentioned here that the first tinme

v

QQQn T. 0 Ceallaigh took part in a Parliementary Conteat wae
in the Eleetion in the Constituency of Horth Leitrim 4in
1%06 when Oharles Dolan, who had been e member of the Irish
Parliamentary Party, regigned from that Party and resigned
hﬁa seat and contested the Constituency agnlqpaa a Simn Féin
candidate. | A

i Seén T. ¢ Ceallaigh was among the few Simn FPéin Leaders
té escape the police net when so many of hie best-known
friends and colleagues in the Movement were arrested in the
early part of 1917. It will be rcmembered that at that tim
tﬁa British Government claimed to have discovered what wao
called "The Oerman Plot" in Ireland. They used this
ailegeﬁ plot as the excuse fof rounding up as many of the
Iﬁiah Republican Leaders as they could get. The arrested
men included Eamonn de Valera, and Arthur Griffith.

. gSedn T. 6 Ceallaigh took a leading part in organising
reéistance to the aettempt of the British to conscript Irish-
men into the British Army in the 1917-18 period. He was
intimately associated with Lord Mayor O'Neill, Dublin, in
plénn;ng the work of the Hansion House Anti-Conscription
Ooémittee which was brought into existence about that time.

' Shortly before the British Qovernment announced that a
Geéaralﬂlaction would be held immediately after the end of.
thg Var Bob Hrennan, now Irish Hinister at Washington, had |
been appointed Director of Publicity at Sinn Féin Hesl-
quaiters, 6,Harcourt Strect, by the Btanding Committee.

About the same time James 0'Meara had becn appointed Directar

ﬁa
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for Finance, or it may be that 0'Meara was appointed before
De Valera was arrested in connection wl’gh the German Plot.
g4milarly Se4n T. § Ceallaigh wae appointed substitute
Director -of' Orgenisation. |

Inmediately the prospeoct 'of an early Gensral Flection
seemed certain the Sinn Féin forces got ready to take full
advantage of the Opportunity offered by the General
Election to turn it, as it were, into a pletiscite of the
pecple on the guestion of the independence of the country.
Sinn Féin decided to make the issue one of for and against
cmxplete independence and cutting adrift from England. He
was a member of the Sub-Uommittee of the Standing Commitiee
appointed to select candidates for the varicus constituenc-
tes. He himself was seleéted candidate for the College
Green Division of Dudblin, in which Constituency he was
elected with a sweeping maaority.' He was the suthor of
the manifesto which was issued in connection with the
Eleections and addressed to the electors published that year.

He was appointed by the Standing Committee of Sian
P8in to be Chairman of the Sub-Committee to make arrange-
ments for the calling into existence of 141l Hireann. He
. was also appointed Chairman of the Foreign Relations
Committee of 8inn Péin.

All the work of organising the new Irish Parliament
and the drafting of the "Declaration of Independence", the
"Mesgsage to the Free Nations' and the Stamding Orders or
Constitution was done by these Committeen. 8éan 7. (¢
Ceallaigh himself was given the task of making the final .
draft of the "Democratic Programme" which wag, with the
other documents mentioncd above adopited unsnimously by
DA&il Bireann at its first meeting in the Mansion House on
January 3tet, 1919, when it met under the Chairmanship of
Cathal Brugha, !

¥hen President Wilson, of U.S.A., annognced that he
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would come to Paris to atiend the Peace Conference, the 8in
Féin Standing Committee appointed Sefn 7. § Ceallaigh as
Chairmain of the Poreign Relations Committee, together with
Robert Barton, George Gavan puffy and Kichael Collins, also
membere of that Committes, to eseeck an interview with the
President on his arrival in Burope. They were instructed
to ask the President's assistance towards having Ireland's
claim to independence raised by the Peace Conference.
Accordingly, as soon as President Wilson arrived in London
these four Ginn Féin Delegates crossed to London and
presented to the President at Buckingham Palace, where he
was etaying a3 the guest of the Xing of Englani, a request
for an interview for the purpose of carrying ocut thelr
Mission. Their claim for the President’s assistance was,
of course, to be baped on the President's own Fourteen
Points.

The Delegation made several effortas to get in touch
with the Presidont but the latter rofused to see them.
Finally, before leaving Londoh to return to Ireland, the
Delegation éent to the President a strongly worded reguest
that he should support Ireland's claim for a hearing at the
Peace Conference, when such claims would, as was hoped, be
formally presented to the Conference at Paris. No reply,
or acknowledgment even, of this communication was ever
received by the Delegation.

During the two weeks the Delegation spent in London
trying to meet President wilson, the results of the General
Election imn Ireland, as well as in Oreat Britain, were
annocunced. It was while in london that the Delegates
learned that the S8inn Péin cendidates had won an over-l
whelming victory. BEaoch of the four Delegates had the
gratification of learning that he had headed the poll in
his own Constituency.

While in London the Delegation received much help from _
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Art 0 Briain., then well-known in Gaelic League circles,
On returaning to Dublin, the Delegation recommended to the
Sinn Péin Executive that Art § Briain should be asked to
take up tha post of Irish Envoy in London which recommenda-
tion wan eventually sdopted by the newly elected Government.

As Count Plunkett was the firat republican kiember of
Parliemenfelected it wap in his name that the new 8inn Péin
dembers of Parliament were summoned to come together for the
first time. They met in the llansion House, Dudlin, on
January Tth, 1919, to discuss what the next steps should be,
Cathal Brugha wae oalled on to preside. At this meeting it
was decided that DA1l Eireann should assemble as the
Parliement of the Reépublic of Irslsnd on January 21et,1919.

The summons to meet as the duly elected Parliament of
Ireland was, after full consideration by the Standing
Committee, issued to every person elected for an Irish
constituency. The few members of the John Redmond Party
who survived the rout were invited to attend just as were
the members of parliament who adhered to Carson's Party in
the North.

The assesbling of the new Irish Parliament was awaited
with keenest excitcment everywhere, The big gueatione on
the lips of everyone these days wae "What would happen?
Would the British try to prevent the meeting? Would they
use force to do so?”

The appointed day ceme and the Parliament assembled as
arranged, The Agenda as drawn up was carried through with
solemnity and dignity. All the proceedings - except the
reading of one or two documents - were donducted in Irieh as
wore the bdbrief opening remarke of the Chairmmn, Cathal Brugh

The roll of allthose slected to represent an Irish
constituency was called. It was then seen that no member
of the Rodmolﬂ Party or i'.ha Party of Carson attended. Only
members of the 8inn P&in Party answersd the call and only

-
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about half their total mumber were present, the absent ones,
about 33 in number, being held in British prisons.

'~ ¥hen the jublic sescion of the new Parliament concluded
a private session was held that eame efternoon and another
the hext day. It was at the firet private session &Bad a

Provisional Government was appointed ani at this session

" aleo Sean T. 0 Ceallaigh was eppointed Chairman or Ceann

Comhairle. About this time also it was agreed that Sedn
?. § Ceallaigh should try to get to Parie with a view to
endeavouring to secure for Eamon:; de Vaiora. Arthur @riffith
and Count Plunkett, Delegates of the Frovisional Government
of the Irish Repubiic a hearing by the Peace Conference of
Ireland‘e claims foﬁ recognition of the independence she
had declared.

then President Wilson ennounced he would come to
Rurope for the Peacs.Conference important British cities
decided to invite him to accept honorary citizenship by

_becoming a Preeman of the respective City or Borough.

Michael C21llins made the suggestion to 8eén T. that 1t
might be helpful if Dublin 414 the same, BSedn T. consult-
ed Lord Mayor 0'Neill and the matter wes arranged. A big
public meoting was held in the ilanaion flouse and the
Corporation formally adopted a resolution offering Presid-
ent ¥ilson the Freedom of Dublin and inviting him to come

to Dudblin for the conferring.

‘The President's Becretary later amnounced that he could

not come to Dublin and then it ias arranged that a deputat-

‘ion of membere of the Corporation, consisting of the Lord

Mayor, Alderman 8ir A. Beatty, Alderman Corrigan, Councill-
ors P. T, Daly and Bedn T. 0 Qeallaigh, should de sent to
Paris to resd the address to the President and convey the
greetings ani good wishes of the Municipal Council. For
this purpose the Corporation seked Dublin Castle to provide
for the Deputation the paesports and vieas mecessary to get

to Paris., ’ ey
|
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Eventually, unider pressure from the Corporation, the
British Govermment provided the passports and visas but
gedm T. § Ceallaigh was the only member of the Delegation
that proceeded to Paris. He was provided dy the Corporat-
ion with all tha:nhcesaary documents, asealed copies of the
Corporation's resolution conferring the Freefom of Dublin on
President Wilson, etc. for use in case the President would
consent to see him, .

" geén T. 6 Ceallaigh left Dublin for Paris about
February hLth, 1919, and after a difficult journey and having
wangled military vieas ocut of the British and Fronch Milit-
ary controle in London with no small trouble, arrived in
Paris on February 8th.

Bedn T, § Ceallaigh's first task after arriving in
Paris was to try to interview President tiilson so as to
carry out the Mission entrusted to him by the Dudlin
Corporation., S0 he 1ot little time before he called at
the President's headguartera., Having thbre announced his
mission he was told the President could not see him. Bedn
T. § Ceallaigh then sought the influence of highly placed
personages from several lands then in Paris for the Peace
conforenop in aﬁ effort to induce the President to alter
his attitude dut without success. Some time in April,
1919, thers arrived in Paris a Delegation, consisting of
Mesers. Prank P, Galsh, Governor Dunmne, Bx-Mayor of Chicago
and.nlchaol Je« Ryan of Philadelphia, who had been sent from
¢he federated Irish Organisation of the U.8.A. to assist
Ireland’'s delegates in Paris to have IrelandBs claim heard
by the Peace conrerenn?. President Wilson found hoe could
not ignore this important imeriocan Delegation so agreed to
meet them asoon after their arrival in Paris. Vhen he had
heard their statement he told them right away that he could
give no assistance towards having the claim of Ireland to

Independence raised at the Feace Conference. Vhen pressed
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for a reason he sald fhat. in his opinion, the Ir!ﬂy
question wao & domestic one for Britain and should be
settled directly between the British and the_Irian.;_
| Under instructions Sedn T. & Ceallaigh remained in

Paris and carried on a iigorous prqpaﬁanﬂa in favouriqf
Irish Independence f;rat among the nﬁmsrons delegates to
the Peace cﬁnferenoe from all parts of the g;oﬁe. and later,
as more money became évaildble, expanded hies wﬁrk. Eventé&
ually Péris became the centre for propaganda for all
Burcpe. |

In April, at tho request of Sefn T. § Ceallaigh, the
Government sent over George Gavan puffy to assist him ;n
his heavy work. | |

A statement or.tﬁe case of recognitién of Iriah
Indepenience wes drawn up at home. Bein T. & Cealleigh had
copies of this statement translated 1n£o many languages
printed in Paris ani handed to all the delegatea to the
Peace Conference. Be4n T. 6 Ceallaigh anad George Gavan

| puffy called personally to thelr offices and pveaenteﬁ

copiea to all the principal delegates., A copy was alao
hanjed to the Seoretary-General to the Peace Conference with
a request that it be placed on the aAgends of the éonferenne.

The meribers of the Irish American Delegation were most
helpful and it was evident that the British found the wﬁrk
of this Delegation so influentisl that they decided fhe
wisest couras would be to get them away from Paris. Lloyd
George, therefore, personally offered the American Delegaies
to make the road easy for them to go on a G&éii to Irelsnd,
After consultation with Sefn T. § Cezllaigh the Delegation
agoepted this offer. Nany in Ireland will remember the
wonderful impression made by these Delegates when they
addreseed the specially convened meeting of pasl Bireann
and when they asddresced meetings in different parts of
Ireland,
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The Irish Delegation established partiocularly friendly
relations with a_imilar dolegﬁt;ona then in Paris represent-
ing Baypt., Infia, South Africa, Polend, Slovakia,
Li}tm and. representatives of many other nations.

buring this periocd aleo the Irish Delegaﬁon entered
into close and friendly contacts with Cardinal Cerreti, .
who represented the Vatican in Paris ani also with Arche
bishop Pascal Robinson, now Xrish Kuncio, who was then a
member of ‘the Vatican Delegation which accompanied Cardinal
Correti. |

At the urgent and special requést of Sefdn T. & |
Ceallaigh the Govermment at home agreed to send to Paris
Erakine Childers as Sedn T.  Ceallaigh was of opinion that
& vieit from him to the editors of the principal Prench
newepapers would be of special value in view of Childers'
war service.

The Irish Delegation during all this period was kept
anployed receiving the Journalistic representatives not
alone of mumerous important French papers 'bﬁt of Jjournalistie
and other representatives from Italy,. Germany, Spain,
Switzerland, Denmark and Belgium. The Members of the
Delegation and their small staff had to supply material for
articles ebout Irelani which were in constant regueat from
almost all the countries of Rurope. In addition to tﬁ;a a
weekly Bulletin was compiled and issued by the Delegation.
This Bulletin was most valusble in bringing to the notice
of the foreign members and foreign statesmen the behavious
of the British in Ireland, detat}s of which, of course, were
suppressed by the British News Aginclen.

Sefn T. 6 Ceallaigh sent in his resignation to the
Govermment in Jamuary, 1920. He went to Rome to visit his
friend Rt. Rev. Mgr. Hagan, Rector of the Irish College there
before returning to Ireland. The day of his arrival in
Rome he fell seriously 11l ani was obliged to spend some
montnal in bed im the Irish College. He was just adble to
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move aboﬁt Juet as the Irish Bishops and other z-apresentatm
Iruh men and women basan to arrtve 4n Rome to bBe presant :I.n
Bt. Pcter‘s on the ocmian of the Beatifioation of: onver
Plunkett, | |
During his 1llness Sedn T. § Ceallaigh received orders
from Arthm- Grﬂ‘ﬁth. then Minteter for Foreign Affaire,
and later from Emmonn de Valera, then in the U.S.A., to -
resume his diplomatic work as eoon as his health would
pernit. They told him that they thought it would be a
mictake f‘or the Govermment to accept his resignation and
that, in their opinion, he could do bett.er uork for Irelana

by remaining abroad for the present.

- During the early months of 1920, Sedn T. ¢ Ceallaigh was
frequently called on to pay visits to Cardinal Carreti,
Under-3ecretary for f'oroign Affairs at the Vatican, to
discuss wit!; him the position in Ireland, Arising out of
these talks éeén-i‘.; 6 Ceallaigh wes on several occasions
received in audience by His Holinese Pope Bensdict XV also
for the purpose of discuseing the seriocus situaticn then
existing in Ireland, British influence then, as at other
times in our history, was very ;p'owerm' in Rome, BStrong
efforts woere being made to influence the Holy Pather to
issue denunoiations of §inn P8in or P&11 Bireann or the
IR.Ae It &8 pussible that Seén T. & Ceallaigh's pr&aence |
in Rome and the I.nrlnéntial assistance he @eceived from
Cardinal Cerreti and the faot that he was able to give
reliable information to the Pope himself prevented the
British succecding in their effortse. Gedn T. 6 Ceallaigh .
returned to ?ar:l.s about September, 1920, and resumed his
diplomutic and journalistic work there. .bout this time by
eatablished a su'b-bﬁfaan for propagands in Frieboﬁrg,
Switzerland. Ee. succeeded in obtaining the eervices of tw
dlatinguishéd Irish ecclesiastics then students at Fribourg
to teke charge of the work locally. One of these was the
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the firat time by the mw Pope, FPilus XI, to whom also ho

e

late Father Gibdbons of Osesory Diocese, the other being
the Most Rev, Dr. Staunton, now the Biahoj of Perns.

He continued his work in Paris until ﬁhe Truqe when he
returned to Ireland and attended the mestings of DA1l
£ireann. - In September, 1924, he resumed his work in Paris,
staying there until the newe of the signing of the Treaty
in December, 1924, reached him when he returned and to:;k
part in the meetings of D41l Eireann eventually béing one of
the 57 who voted againat the Treaty.

_ He returned to Paris and attended the Irieh Race o
Convention which was held there about the third weck 1n
January, 1922, .i-¥~z§

Before finishing up his work on the continent he ,
returned again to Rome and gave to the Itnnan pressd, as hn
had ealiready given to the French press, interviews axpreaatns‘
his opinions on the Anglo-Irish Treaty. puring this next A
vieit to Rome he had the privilege of being received toé;.“

expressed his views on tho changed Irish situation. 1‘

Cn returning home he took part with other membaré anﬂ ,
non-metbers of DAl Eireenn in meny efforts to preserve .
peace ani unity in the national ranks, | Y

A month or ao after ths outbreak of the Civil Var he
was arrested and was imprisoned in Kilmainham and Gormans
stown until ebout a week before Christmas, 1923, Imeﬁiﬁt—
ely after the decision was taken on the Treaty he, with the
Very Rev, Dr. P. Browns, Liam Mellowes and Joseph icDonsgh |
founded “An éoblacht" which after a short careor as sn
independent republican weckly was taken over as the organ
of the Republican Party. ‘ |

In mgua't, 192L, he was sent to the U.8.A. as Envoy of
ths Irish Republican Party. He spent the next two yeax;a
touring tno‘0¢a,a,' He spoke at hundreds of meetings in
mny' of the Btates of the Union, travelling from New York
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to Los Angale- am to Seattle, wWashington. During his
absence, 'lmt with his full knowledgs and conaent. Fianna
PA1)l wao founded and to the building up of the new organ-
isation on. his return home he devoted much of his time. To
help ?ianna P&11 also he founded, in 1927, "The NHation”, a
weekly newspaper which contimied 1te existence up to the
date vhﬁn "'Tho Irish Press" was first published in 1931,

In the Gensral Blection of 1932 he wae onoe more re-
elected in the North Dublin area., It mag not be amiass to
mention at thie part that in the General Election kno
“The Pact Election” of 1922 he was the only deputy
those ﬁho voied against the Treaty who retained his
the City or County of Dublin.

After the General Elsction of 1932, when Mr. deV

formed hie firet Govermment, Sedn 7. § Ceallaigh was
nominated Vice-President of the Executive Council by
Valera and Minister for Local Government and Public H
He contimued to ocoupy this miniatry until the war br
out in 1939 when for a ehort time he first acted as K
for Education and later was appointed Minister for Fi

Aftor the new Constitution came into operation he
nominated TAnaiste by the Teoiaeach. In 4933 he was
by the Tmoiseach to head the Irish Delegation to the‘
of Nations Oonference of that year. !Io'wae given the jas) i
e

]
-
- .

to withdraw certain recommendations distasteful to cntholica"f

of inducing the Health Committee of the League of natioﬁéa"

which appeared in their Annual Report on Public Health or

\s,s.

-~

the year before and being sucoessful in this mission was "-'
- ! . !'
hter nominated, by Pope Piue XI, Grand Commander of the P

Order of $t. Oregory the Great.  1In 1934, end agein in "_.f' "

LN

ey .

1936, he was sent on work of special importance on behalf -.~
of the Government to the U.5.A. _ : .
The last miesion of this kind was when in Hay, 1939, ho

was sent as substitute for Mr, de Valera to formally open
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the Irieh Pavilion at the New York Worll Pair of that year.
puring this 1ast visit to the U.8 «A, he had the 'pri'vilege of
meeting and discussing Irish Affairs and world problems with
L the then President of the U.5.A., Pranklin D. Roosevelt.

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTGRY 1913-21 % -
BURC STAIRE MILLATA 1913.21

| NO. W.S. ﬂ7§5‘ |
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DOCUMENTS PRESENTAD TO THE HATTOUAL LIBRARY

: or

SEAN T. O CEALLAIGH, PRESIDENT OF IRELAND
September, 1952.

- s oy o ——

1. Letters

~Author To whom written Date' Language Script
Padraic Pearse Sean T, 0 Ceallaigh 6/12/1911 Irish M$n§n
. LIt
do do 8/11/1903 English do
do ‘ do 1/1/190% do do
James Connolly do 6/6/1915 do do "
Roger Casemént do 18/M4/191%  do do
Sean MacDermott do 27/10/1915 do do
II. Booklets & Pamphlets -
Rumber
Author Title pressated
A. Newman (Tracts for the Times Wo. 8 o
( What it feels like ' N
- John Bull's other Empire oL y
Very Rev. Dr. Irish Bishops usurp Papal Rights - ‘l r
YOI‘ke, D.Dc . X . '
Arthur Griffith (Practs for the Times No. & et
(When the Government Publishes o1 —
( sedition
Eoin MacNeill (Tracts for the Times No. 6
(Daniel 0'9onnell and Sinn Fein 1
A. Newman (Tracts for the Times No. 9
(Why the Martyrs of Manchester
( died 1
Padraig Pearse (Tracts for the Times Ho. 10 nd
(Ghosts 1
do (Tracts for the Times No. 11 @
(The Separatist Idea 1
do (Tracts for the Times No. 12
_ (The Spiritual Hation 1
do (Tracts for the Times No. 13
(The Sovereign People 1
do The Bodenstown Series lNo, 1
How does She stand o1
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- Number
Auvthor Title . presented
12, Pddraig Pearse The Bodenstown Series No., 2
From a Hermitage 1
13. do The Bodenstown Series No. 3
The Murder Machine : 1
1%, T.M. Kettle, B.A. The Philosophy of Politics 1
15. - (National Council Pamphlets - B. '
(The Sinn Fein Policy 1
16. Charles Russell Should the Workers of Ireland
support Sinn Fein? 1
17. - National Council Pamphlets No.6
How Ireland is Taxed 1
13. - (The Resurrection of Hungry
(A Parallel for Ireland 1
19, 4, Newman {(Tracts for the Times No, 5
' (Ascendancy while you wait ‘ 1
20, - (Une tentative d'escroguerie,
' (' Le Home Rule act, ou
(Loi D'Autonomie Pour 1'Irlande
de 1920 1 N

ITI. DMiscellaneous

(1) A Mss. by Arthur Griffith on ®"Nationality". Eight pages in
indelible pencil. ‘

(2) Document entitled "General Election, Manifesto to the Irish
People", It is a second edition and is in Irish and English.J

(3) Leaf from diary of Arthur Griffith, 1916. It is in manuscript
and in pencil. : .

(4) Official form (L.1) in Irish with translation in English on .
which members subscribed a declaration at the first meeting
of Dail Eireann 7th January, 1919.

(5) A drawing from Life by Frank Leah of Erskine Childers.

(6) Permit in Irish signed by Diarmuid O hBigeartaigh and Eamon
de Valera granting permission to attend public sessions of
Dail Eireann, 1é6th August, 1921.

(7) Ticket entitled "Ticead Teachta" made out for Sedn T. -
0 Ceallaigh. Session 25th April, 1922, :

(8) Formal card of invitation (in Irish and English) for Speaker
of Dail Eireann inviting persons to reception at Mansion
House, 21st January, 1919.

(9) Twg cards bearing the inscription "Sedn T. 0 Ceallaigh,
President du Parlement Republicain Irlandais et DElégue
%u Gouvernement de la Reépublique Irlandaise,.Grand Hotel
aris,

(10) Document supporting candidature of Sedn T. 0 Ceallaigh -
Polling Day - Saturday December 1l4th, 1918.
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(11) Letter in French from French Consul in Dublin to French
Consullin London dated 3rd February, 1919 regarding a visa
for Sedn T. @ Ceallaigh in connection with his visit to
France. ‘

. (12).Photograph of Irish Envoys to Paris 1919, i.e. Sedn T.

. 0 Ceallaigh and George Gavan Duffy with Governor Edward
Dunne of the State of Illinois, U.S.A. ard Prank P, Walsh
sent to help Irish Envoys from U.S.A. )



(1)
(2)
(3
(%)
(%)

DOCUMZEETS PRESINTED BY MR. SEAN T. O CTALLAICH,
PRTSIDENT OF IRSLAID TO REV. BR. ALLDH, C.B.S.
SCHCOLS, NORTH RICH:OND STREST, DUBLIL.

Seotember, 19%2,

Four Sinn Fein stamps;

liote to Sedn T. O Ceallaigh in handwriting of Michael Collins.
Souvenir, anniversary Mass, Paris, 23rd April, 1919.

Postecard in Irish from Padrzig Pearse to Sean T. o Ceallaigh.

Cheque dated 15th July, 1913, for £3 drawn on Padralg Pearsels
Account in the Hibernian Bank Lover SackV1lle Street, Dublin
and payable To himself.

Letter, in English dated 7th Janvary 1904 from Padraig Pearse
to Sean T. O Ceallaigh.

Letter in Irish undated irom The O'Rahilly in his ovn
handwriting to Sean T. 0 Ceallaigh.

Page 3 of the Buropean Zdition of the Chicazo Tribune dated
2rd Novembcr 1919 which carried an apveal To all lovers

of Peace and Justice, by the Govermment of the Republic

of Ireland.

Booklet entitled The Resurvection of Hungrys & Parallel for
ireland.

Envelope bearing inscription "American Commission for Irish
Iindependence, Grand Hotel Paris,
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It %s mentioned in the course of an article on the

I
) Beatific%tion of the late Pius X in to-day's "Irish Indepéndent”
thaf I m%t Pope Pilus X sbout 37 years agoe This ie not correct.

1 . .
I wds nominated as one of a delegation of members of the Dublir

Corporatﬁon to go to Rome to present an Address to His Holiness Pope
Pius X in October 1908, when certain ceremonies were to take place
in Rome in celebration of the Sacredotél Jubilee of His late'Holi—
nesé. The Dublin Cofp&%ation at that time decided that the Addrese
_ to His Holiness from the Dublin Corporation should be in Irish,
" and I wa% put on the delegation as I believe I was at the time the

only speéker of Irish amongst the members of the Corporation.

I w%nt to Rome with, I think, seven or eight other members of
the Corpgration, or maybe more, who joined in a Pilgrimage to Rome
. organised by the Catholic Young Men's Society, of 8t. Kevin's
.~ Parish, South Circular Road, Dublin. The chief organiser of the
| Pilgrimaée was & Mr Daniels, ¢hen an official of the Dublin
Corporation who is still alive and an active member of the Catholic

J,:\{““’Young Men's Society.

Among the members of the Corporation who joined in the

Pilgrimaée were Councillor Nanmmetti, M.P., Councillor Patrick

Shorthall, Councillor Union, Councillor Gallagher, Councillor Hatch,
- There were four or five others, but I cannot at this moment recall
their names., It was on this same Pilgrimage that the late Eamon
Ceannt who was executed in 1946 travelléd and had the privilege of
Playing his Irish bagpipes before Hls Holiness and the assembled
pllgrimate in the large Hall of Audience at the Vatican.

The members of the Dublin Corporation who composed the official

delegatiqn were received by Pope Bius X in his study, and there I

had the ﬁrivilege of reading the Address to His Holiness. A trans-

|
lation ofithe Address in Latin had been prepared and was in the

l .
Pope's hans while I was reading the Address in Irish, After T had

r _ flnlshed reading the Address, the Aﬂdress itself was handed to His
Holiness by Councillor Nannetti, who was acting for the Lord Mayor

Apf_DUblﬁgp His”Hol;pgss thanked me, speaking in French, in a few
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words, and asked me a few questions about myself and conditions in

Ireland, which I was luckily able to answer in the same ianguage.

Part of the functions held tq celebrate the Pope's Sacredotal
Jubilee were a series of gymnastic and athletic conteqts which were
held in the gardens of the Vatican, Teams of gymnasts and athletes
came from mamy countries in Europe. The Irish contingent which was
under the direction of two members of the Executive Committee of the
GeAeA., Messrs Dan McCarthy of Dublin and J, Fitzgerald of Kildare,
included a number of distinguished athletes, some of whom were
- champions in their own special activities.. One day I distinctly
remember that created a great sensation among the thousands who
witnessed his performance was a hurdle racer, I believe his name was
Burke and he came from Cappéwhite, Co.Tipperary. We had high '
Jumpers and long Jumpers who held their own against the best European
champions at the time, and gymnasts who were able to hold their own
against the best teams in Europe. One of the leaders amonget the
gymnasts was Mr Lemass, who I believe is one of the directord of the
Snithfield Motor Company.

After the reception by the Holy Father of the délegation in his

'h"?fmgwn study, where the Address of congratulation on behalf of the
;e Dublin Corporation was read to him, &-drocession on - behalf of the
i DublinGorporatitonwasread—to himy a procession was formed through

“3 ~* the Papal chambers to the Grand Hall where the general body of pil-
grims who came from all parts of Ireland, and with these ghere were
Joined in this reception all the Irish in Rome, It was at this point

that there occurred the playing of the pipes by Eamon Ceannt.

Each evening'during the five or six days‘fhe pilgrims remained
in Rome, alllthe pilgrims were wgbomed by the then Vice-Rector, the
Right Rev. Monsignor Hagan, at the Irish qulege which was then
- 8ituated in the Via Mazzarina, behind the Bank of Italy in the Vvia

Nazionale.



