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Statement of Christopher Crothers,

8 East Lombard Street, Dublin.

About the beginning of March 1920 a frieﬁg cf my -
grandmother, & Miss Kate Murphy, was employedin%g'house
numbered 15 Upper Fitzwilliam Street. Miss Mgrbhy
approached me one evening when she was visitiné the house
and told me that about twelve men ﬁad teken up residence

in the house where she was employed. She thouéht that

they were ex-British Officers because of the fact that one

- man to whom the others appeared to look up to was & man

)

who had lost his am in the Great War (No., 1J ' He was

|
i

known as Captain Bennett. I asked hér if she was sure
they were ex-officers and she gaid she could not be certain
She added they were all acting as Commercirl Travélle;s.
Whét they wére travelling for she did not know, with the
exception of Beﬁnétt who, she knew, was travelling.for

Irish horn beads. I asked lier why she came to me with this

story and she told me that while these men were supposed to

be commercial travellers they never went out in the daytime;

. that the earliest they left the house was at 5 o'clock in

the evening and that they were not back when she was

retiring. She added that she knew they returnea in



the small hours.of the morning - sometimes around & and

T

7 a.mn. I told her to be very careful but to let me

know if she could find out anything more about them. I.

I reported this matter to my then Comﬁanding_Offiéer,
Gaptéin Robert de Coeur of the Citizen Army.. .I
understand. that Captaig de Coeur gave my report to'tne
0/C., -Intelligence, Dublin Brigade. As a ?ééult of this

1

Captain de Coeur instructed me to keep very'ciose watch
on the House, No. 15 Upper Fitzwilliam Street;'and if
possible to get into it when these men were absent.
Aft?r this T had several conversatiogs with M%ss Murphy
who gave me reports concerning the times_that these men
left thé house and.when_they returned, They always

left the house between 5 and 7 p.m.. They were never

seen leaving together: they generally left in ones and

twos and on some occasions they did. not leave the house

until very late at night. All these matters I raported
to Captain de Coeur. Sbmetime between the montgs of

May and June ons morning the citizens of Dublin found
posted on mos% of the tram and lamp standafds in‘phe city
a smali bill-head purporting to have been issﬁed by the

Catholic Bishops with reference to assoclation with the



Ly

I.R.A., Sinn Feln and kindred organisations. The bill-

head was approximately 6" x 4". That evening Miss Murphy

came to me with threse or four of the posters and informed

me that the men staying in the house had hundreds of these

posters and that they were out all night posting them up

i

throughout the city. She came to me at roﬁghiy 7.30 p.m.

and I asked her if T went with her could I get into the
house. She said yes, but that it would be a éit risky,
adding that these men had gone out but she did ‘not know
whe ther they would return or not. ‘Howéver, I yent with
her to No. 15 Upper Fitzwilliam Street and on tbp of a
wardrobe in the front drawing-room the?e werelégtually
thousands of the bill-heads. I also.saw in this room
what appeared to be small trinkets and little o%naments
that séemed to have been taken in raids. In a small jug
I found a pieée of—paper_on which was written éiparody
from ‘the Gilber£ & Sullivan opera -‘Tit-willo'.: T was
satisfied on finding this piece of paper that the
ornaments and trinketérthat were in the house had beén

taken during raids in County Dublin and elsewhere. I

" took a number of the bill-heads that evening to Captain

i

de Coeur and when he saw them he immediately toak me to the



-
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house of the 0/C. Intelligence, Dublin Brigade. At that
time this man lived at the rere of Fairview Ca£holic
Church.. It was prétty late when we got to tﬁé house and
we failed to get in ccntéct with the'man for wpom we were
looking. i undefstand, however, that Captain;de Coeur
did make contact with him later on fhat eveniné 0T early
in the morning. As a result of this I was asﬁedlto try
if possible to get the name of every man who wa% in the
house and if possible to report more regularly én what wés
occurring there. This I did. As well as that I visited

the hbuse whenever the opportunity occcurred and 'searched

for any documents or evidence that would be of help. A

few weeks later I was instructed to keep away fgom the
house but at the same time to keep in close contact with
Miss Murphy. About the month of August Miss Murphy
reported that the men were leaviﬁg ;he hou%e in %he matter
of a few dayg. Y asked her from whom did she ;et tﬁat
information. She told me that Captain Bennett gold her
they were going. I then asked her how did it occurd that
he spoke to her and gave her this informaticn and:she told
me that she had dccésion to go into his‘roomlthat;morning

and he 'started to jeer her about her friends and told her

that he was leaving and that her friends would'finﬁ it very



hard to.find him. I reported this matter at once and
was told to carry on. It would appear from the
- '
. .l'
information I received that somebody was observed watching

the house and that they in turn were watched. ' The men in

question left fhe house in about three days. ‘It was

b
I

impossible to learn where they went pecauée it was
understood that they were bréaking up in ones and twos.

However, the night before their departurqthe&_hadra royal
pafty and for the first time it was noticed £Hat every man.

was armed. As a matter of fact, two of them got so drunk

.that they shot up the washand-stand basin in the toilet.
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