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T ' I was in the Rathmines Branch of the Géelic League when
I ﬁaé about fourteen years of age. John Hogan was our
teacher. There was nothing outstanding during my'
assoclation with the Rathmines Gaelic League except that it
strengthened the spirit whichhmy father had fostered in me.

The next thing I remember is the meeting in the

Rotunda in 1913, for which I was selected by Sean Fitzgibbon

to be one of the stewards. Considerable care was being

exercised about this meeting, because theré were rumours of

trouble, that some persons might come to interrupt and

create disturbance at the meeting. My being selected as a

i 7 steward arose from my contacts with Sean Fitzgibbon in én
organisation of which I cannot recollect the name now but I
think it was called Eire ég. This organisation had rooms in
Camden Street. Classes in Irish, as well as an odd céilidhe
were_held there, and papers were read by the members there.
.Sean Fitzgibbon and Maeve Kavanagh were connected with that

organisation.

As a result of the meeting in the Rotunda the Volunteers
were formed and I became attached to the 4th Battalion,

whose Headquarters were at Kimmage,

For some months we were-being initiated into the

military art of drilling by ex-British Army Sergeants,

{8

amongst. whom were Sergeant-Major Merry#and Sergeant Bosonnett.

- In a sense we were all Privates in.that period, and
general peace and unity prevailed amongst the Volunteers,

although various shades of political opinion were represented

there. I think it was due chiefly to the Northern question

.
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Lord Carson's action, that we had these different views,
some of us had much broader views so far as the country was

concerned,

&

Some time efterwards it was declded to ofganise the

'? ‘ . Battalion into Companies and to appoint officera. Thie was
‘ done by democratic methods of election by a11 members. I
have a distinct recollection of the meetlng of “a" Company of
the 4th Battalion at which Eamon Ceannt was elected Captain.
-This election was oot unopposed, as Michaei Doyling for some
reagson - I gather some political reason - strongly opposed
‘ﬁhe election oflEamon Ceannt. Michael Doﬁling was a very

good Gael.

I have a strong recollectioo'of Eamon Ceannt, with a
dogged expression and standing ﬁith his back againat the
S wall, answering Michael Dowling's points. "I can only express
an opinion which is founded on-very poor recollection in
regard to the polints raleed by Michael Dowling, but I have
the notion that they may have been due to opposition to the
I.R.B. ' Eventually Eamon Ceannt wae elected Captain of the

Company, and I,was_electcd Lieutenant.

‘From that time onwards the 4th Battalion Companies
trained under the direction of their officers, who were
assisted oy the ex-British Army Sergeants. The training was
mostly drilling, which in the beginning was confined to
forming foure and so on. | There were some implements used
for rifle.drill. Later on, around the grounds of Kimmage,
there was some skirmishing - extended order - unde? the

direction of the British Army Sergeants.

As I have already stated there was evidence of excellent
. unity amongst all members of the Volunteers, mainly, I think,
to resist Carson, but, in regard to a small number of these,

perhaps & more intense desire to use the opportunity to
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fight for the country generall&.. This unity was disturbed
when John Redmond took a certain stand with'regard to the
first wofld war, in respect of joining the British Army in
gupport of England in the war, on the plea that she was

fighting for small nations.

About this time the ideas of certain members of|the

Volunteers in our Battalion were expanding. | They were, to
my mind, bpeginning to Tancy themselves‘as having the
character of a regular army. This sectién was less

o practical in théir outlook than another section, whose main
purpose was to learn how to use a rifle, and then to aéquire
one. In connection with the first section I recollect that
Mr. Mcdonagle was very keen on having a Cavalry Corps
attached to the 4th Battalion. in fact, I believe that a
Cavalry Corps of sorts‘was establisbed, and T remember

through information from Sergeant-Major Clancy that he did

train some to ride horses.

The first section was very keen on thé panoply of"
uniform, and my recollection is fairly sound that there
commenced at that time an aspect of ridicule by whaf I would

“ call the very Irish section of the Battalion againet this
rather iﬁpracticable outlook with regard to Cavalry,
- uniforms and swords, which was being fostered by a section

of the Baptalion.. ' p

L}

At some period not long after Eamon Ceannt’'s election as
Captain, arrangemehts were made for the election of Battalion
officers. At the moment I have to ponteﬁt myself with the
meagre information that Eamon Ceannt became ocur Battalion
Commandant and Cathal-Brughé became Vicefcbmmandant; I do
= . nét.know at what stage I became Battalion Adjutant, but it

followed my becoming Captain of the Company.

The election of Eamon Ceannt as Commandant of the:

I
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Battalion involved a change in the officership of "A" Company,

and I became Captain, elected by the Company.

Eamon Ceannt spoke to me on several occasions when
returning home from meetings of the Volunteers aﬁout possiblé
- trouble due to Redmond's attitude. I should like to mention
‘that some time before this, Bamon Ceannt inducted me into the
I.R.B. Into willing ears Ceannt poured his very strong
opinion about Redmond's attitude, aﬁd sbout the difficultiles,
on account of. the political followers Redmond had amongst those

in the Battalion, of continuing with the same unity.

Reiurning to the question of the I.R.B., I was brought
into the Circle which was presided over by Bulmer Hobson
(I think it was the Teeling Circle), whose meeting place waé

in Parnell §huare.

The strain created by the growing difference of opinion
between the two sections of the Volunteers, what I would call
the strongly Irish ,section and the foilowers of Redmond,
bgcame Vefy marked. Eamon Ceannt was at this time a member
of the Provisional Committee of the Irish Volunteers, which
met in offices in; at that time, Brunswick Street. Ceannt
jriformed me from time to time of disputes in the Provisional
Committee and of the possibility of a coming rift. All this
culmninated in an instruction given to‘he by my-Commandant
that at a certain full meeting of the Battalioﬁ Tor drill
at Kimmage, I was to take his place and form the Volunteers
into colum of companies formation. Ceannt told me that I
was to address the entire parade, point éut to them thét Mr.
Redmond-wasﬁtaking a line, in pledging the Volunteers for
services with the British, contrary to the intention behind the

formation of the Volunteers in 1913, and that the time had

Iy

come to declare definitely one way or the other "Are you for

England or are you for Ireland". I remember that distinectly.
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‘Being unused to this sort of work I complied relﬁctantlj
with my Commandant's order, and, aé instructed, addresseé

the assembled Volunteers. My recollect&on seems clear that
there was silence for a while as the whole thing was
unexpected, 1t was qot part of the usual roﬁtiﬁe of the
Battalion parades, and the clear rift which thé question \
instigated caused a certain amount of coﬁsternation. Having
delivered my little speech, to bring the matter to a head I -
pointed to a spot on the ground and said, "Those of you

present who are for Ireland, form up over there". Again

- there was a natural hesitation and then the break—éﬁay

commenced. As well as I can recéllegt about half of the
parade lined_qp at the spot‘ipdicéted, and with considerable
enthusiasm. Some of the officers of the Battalion who had
not lined d; there, came to me and spoké angrily about my\
authority for this actibn.~ One officer I remember in
particular, Captain‘Waish of "D Company, made some very
strong remarks to'me, in response to'which‘l told him he was -

a liar, an sct which occasioned a courtmartial suhsequentiy."

At this time the strength of the Battalion was about 150.

Continuing as ihstructed, I formed the Companies which
had lined up for Ireland into'Eolumn of fours". While
disorganised and confused the remaining sections of the
Battelion stood around in no particﬁlaf formation, and the
rest of us marched out of Kimmage to Bfunswiék Street, nowl

Pearse Street.

I ﬁad been instructed to form up the Battalion in
line faciﬁg'the offices of the Provisional Committee; tol-
leave the men there and go into the offices and inform the
"Provigional Committee, which wasz' then sittihg, of the action

taken, and to tell them that in the street below were so many

- Volunteers who would not fight for England but who were




prepared to die for Ireland. Willie Cosgrave was allright;
Sean McCarthy was allright; Captain Walsh was the only one
who went with the Redmondites, but he was a great man

afterwards in the Black and Tan period.

- o As wéll‘as chan recollect, and I.think I am fairly
| certain about it, I was met on the stairs by my Commandant
who was very p}eésed and a little bit excited. He brought
me in to face the megting of the Provisional Committee
presided over by John D. Nugent. At this meeting also was
Mr, Meredith, the late Judge Meredith. ﬁ‘Were it not for the
excitement and enthusiasm of the time I would have, for want

of experience,‘shirked this duty.

I delivered my message, and, as well as I can re@ember,
it was received with silence. Commandant Ceannt remained to
face the barrage and I feturned to the street, where I called
- ‘ the Battalion fo attention and marched them off to some point,

either for dismissal or perhaps to go back to Kimmage.
There was exEFaordinary enthusiasm manifesteq'by the men that‘

night; in fact, all were in strong fighting form.

Nothing happened tﬂen éxcept that where Officers or
N.C.9.8 had gone the other way, their positions had to be
filled. The issue was now very clear, and there was complete
unﬁnimity amongst those remaining members as to their'purpose

in being in the Volunteers.

A Eattalion Council was formed, composed, as wéll as 1
remember, of Commandant Ceannt, Cathal Brugha as Vice-
Commandant, myself as Adjutant, Harry'Nicholla as Engineering
Director, Seanus Kenny as Baﬁtalion Quartermaster, later

myself as Director for Entrenchments, and intensive training

commenced.

About that time efforts were being made to obtain
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uniforms, to give, as far as pqssible, the aspect of &
regular army to the Volunteers, and, in the evgnt of capture,
their treatment as Prisoners of War and not as guerillas..
That was the idea behind getting the uniforms &t this time,

. not the fanciful idea they had before. _

Arrangements were also.mgde about this time to acqui:e
rifles, and a littlie scheme was commenced by whiéh each man
cpntributed one ahil;ing a week fowards the eventual purchase
of a rifle. There was no difficﬁlty in getting these
subscriptions, the men were oﬁly too eager to get possésaion
;f'rifles. I am aware that some men gave up their little

luxury of a "pint" or some other amenity in order to help to

gcquire arms.

a

An interesting recollectlon I have is the guestion of
practice for the men in shooting from a rifle, to learn to
aim, etc., and a scheme was brought about - I am not sure by
whom, but the three men concerned in'it were éommandant
Ceannt, Larry Kettle, and the Manager of the Greenmount 0il
Company, whose name I forget, to make use of the Rifle Club
which met at the Greenmount 0il Works, where a miniature
rifle range had been erected. By some means some 0ld .22 bore
Martini rifles had been aecured and those of us who possessed
these would meet every Sunday and practice shooting at the

target at the Greenmount 0il Works.

At that time there were various manoceuvres carried out,
. inter-Company and sometimes inter-Battallon. I remember ﬁhe
Lth Battalion assembling with a day's rations at the old
tram depot in ﬁartry one Sunday at about 4 a.m., to march to
attack a position held by other'city Battalions around fhe

Three Rock Mountsain.

Some time at the beginning of 1916, or perhaps at the

1 s
i ! ) . v a
. . )
.

B
.
-




-8

end of 1915, Commandant Ceannt hinted to mé, as we walked

home from a parade meeting, of the necessity to be prepared

for serious work, Later on, comihg towards St. Patrick's

Day, . I was sﬁeaking té him one evening and he was greatly

. _ perturbed. He told me definitelj‘that Conﬁolly wanted an
immediate Rising, I think it would be about St. Patrick's
Day 1916, and that they were having considerable trouble
over the matter. Just about this tiﬁe Ceannt had indicated
a sort of general plaﬁ: He referred, as well as I remenmber,
to the bccupation of the South Dublin Union, and in
particular to Marrowbone lLane, as Sﬁr defensive posts. He

was beginning to confide -in me, without being too detailed,

as to the serious work ahead.

I remémber Eamon Ceanni deséribing with.enthusiasm how

- | from the South Dublin Union we could c¢ontrol or stop the
troops entering the city from Richmbnd Barracks. I am not_
prepared to state that he did nét coﬁvey this information in
‘a way which indicated that it would not apply at a particular
time, but when the opportunity arose. He gave me the
information but at the same time he did not indicate that it
would come at a certain time, it was more a hypothetical

situation.

~ With regard to Marrowbone Lane his idea, as well as I
remem?er, was that its occupation would control the
situation if the troops attempted to use any by-road, such
as Cork Street, they could be seen from the end of Marrowbone
Lane. Also it overlooked the back of the South Dublin

Union.

-

From this on there were tense periods and constant
contact between the officers, and, in regard to myselfl,

vigits to the Commandant's house. He lived at that time on

the South Circular Road. I remember on one occasion calling
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at Ceannt's house for some instructions. I was sitting
waiting in the hall whenra messenger arrived with a letter,

As well as I remember Mrs. Ceannt brought the message

13

upstairs to her husband, who came down in a very great hurry,

told me he could not wait and dashed out.

Martin Conlon was in the I.R.B. Circle that I joined
in the early days. At that time I was'not much in touch
with those people, but I certainly eat and iiatened at every
meeting, but I 4o not think I have much to say about them.
My recollection is that there was not an awful lot done at
those meetings. I got the impreésionlone time that myself
' and the other members were brought there just as a routine
matter and that-the real work was done by two or three men.
In other words I felt we were regarded as courtiers. I wés
. ' not in any of the inner matters at all so I cannot say much
about them. The_idea;was not to have them as active members
of the I.R.B., but to be able to saf‘that there were so many

of the I.R.B. in the Volunteer movement.
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