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STATEMENT BY PATRICK HEARN, /

31, Barker Street, Waterford.

T was born in Waterford City in 1898. My fa.t:her was from
Dublin and my mother from Waterford. T was educated at the
Christian Brothers' Schools, Manor Street and Mount Sion, Waterford.
T left school at the age of 15 to take up employment as a Junior
(lerk at Messrs Hearns & Cahill's Boot Factory, Broad Street,
Waterford. | T had then passed my Junior Grade Intermediate
Examinations. Senlor Grade,being the highest'standard' to be attained,

could not be done by arny pupil until he had passed 16 years,

T joined Fianna Eireann at its first meeting held in the Gaelic
League roloms, William Street, Waterford, I believe late in 1912 or
1913, Thie was presided over by Liam Mellows and some of us had been
brought there by Liam‘l'!alsh who was then I.R.B. Centre in Waterford,
and later Brigade 0/C., Irish Volunteers. Lia.m Mellows gave us
several lectures dealing with past History, explained the purpose for
which the Fianna was being organised and left to carry on organising
in other areas. During his absence, several men took an interest in
the branch, and preliminary training was introduced, Some of those'
who toock an interest in those ¢arly days were Sedn Matthews, Liam Wa.lsh,'
Peadar Woods, Paddy Burke, all of whom held rank in the Volunteers |

of a later date and in the Irish Republican Army of 1920 and 1921.

v

 To understand how Aifficult it was to develop even a youth
organisation of ﬁational tendencies in Waterford, it would be necessary
to have some idea of what that unit would have to contend with and the
nature of its opposition. Waterford City was known as a garrison
town and houséd British troops in two barracks, It also had stations

occupied by Royal Irish Constabilary at five other points.



Most of the poorer class depended on relatives (who had joined
the British Army) for their support and, having had no national

education, were intensely loyal to British Rule,

A very strong_branrch of Baden Powell Boy Scouts organisation
flourished here and was helped and encouraged fro'in all angies as it
was r!_aa.lly a training ground for future soldiers of the British

Fmpire. The general public frowned on any orga.nisai;.ion, which did net
flaunt the "Upion Jack™ at 1ts--head. This was the atmosphere into

which the first branchof Fianna Firearn was borm.

Our unit desigratéd as'An Cead Sluagh!',and about twenty strong,
was allowed the use of a room in the Gaelic League for its meetings
‘and classes, and the use of the Caelic Field for training. A training:
¢ircular was issued from Headquarters in Dublin ‘periodically which,
together with what Liam Mellows could impart during his odd calls to

Waterford, constituted the basis of our training.

Each member had to equip himself ﬁth :l;ll accessories and uniform
at his own expense and devote two nights per week to training, The
first public parade was held in June, 1913, and consisted of about
twenty members in uniform who marched in military formation to the

Feis held by An Connradh at the Courthouse Grounds.

About this time a man named Thomas McDonald became a member,
Be had been prominént in the organisation then known as 'The Anclent
Order of Hil_:emians" (A.0.H.) and we naturally accepted all
instructions from him as to us lads he was a man of Experience. He
was actually a member of t.ht_e Irish Republican Brotherhood, a fact I
was not aware of until 1920, - As our organisation becams -sﬁronéér it
was necessary to procure other quarters, -and, not having funds, we

wers very much handicapped; but the Irish Natlional Forresters came to
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our aid and gave us the use of their rooms, a few nights per week,
Through the organi81ng ability of Thomas McDonald we
accumulatgd some funds and eventually secured new accommodation
about_the end of 1913. Two more young men became members, one
named Thomas Barr and one John Walsh aﬁd in a short time bothwwere
appointed as 1lst and 2nd Lieutenants reSpeétively, and ouf unit was
divided into sections, squads and a Company. When war broke out in
191k, Thomas Barr wes giveﬁ a commission in the British Army
(2nd Iieutenant)., One could secure this position in the British
Forces easily at that time; the only qualification necessary was to
ride a motor bicycle and you were automaticall& a dispatch rider

with 2nd Lientenant rank.

John Walsh was taken out of the Fianma by his father (who was
the proprietor of a weekly paper "The Munster Express”) when he,
Mr. Walsh, realised that the Fianna was a truly national organisation
orposed to Redmond's policy of which he (Mr. Walsh) was a great

advocate,

Jolpl Whlsh succeeded Thomas Barr as 0/C., Fianna with rank of
Lieutenant at this time, Some British Army text books were secured
and grading tests were gset out for all members, The programme of
training was compiled by the Governing Committee of our branch which
was then designated as "The District Council" and consisted of
Presidéntg fbomasAMCDonald; Vice~President, James Cooganj;

.Sécretary, W, New; Treasurer, Joseph Tobin, together Qith the two

members .who held Lieutenant rank.

The two military barracks were at this time occupied by the 72nd
Royal Field Artillery commanded by Colonel Tristam., I cultivated

the friendship of two British scldiers at this time -~ ' one named

Ceay e anet
LRl
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Evans and one named Jack Fisher and as both were N.C.0s, I was able
to acqulire a lot of information from them and by showing an interest
in military training they were alwa.ys anxious to teach me. . By this
means I was able to learn the Army methods of Communication in the
field, which, in those days, were semaphore signalling (two .flags),
morse (one flag), and the heliograph (later the morse lamp),
infantry tac-t:lcs and tr:-_:.ining , quite a lot about their artille‘ry and
fi_eld training for same. Training circulars were available from our
Peadquarters in Dublini so with all this material at our disposal
tests were 'set_out by our Council which enabled them to classify all
members in lst, 2nd and 3rd class grades, " Thus if membership
increases warranted N.0.Cs, or if tﬁese holding N.C.0. rarks.left,
we were always —1n a position to £i11 the gaps with those who had

graduated to Grade 1,

A1 the time available zl_round this perlod was devoted to
‘training a:_nd military exercises (to the greatest degree our of ficers
and N.C.0s, could themselves atfain'by study). By the end of 1914
the Volunteer Movement had split anc-l we found our unit working with
The Irish Volunteer-Section which had broken from the main body which
' was then known as The Irish National Volunteers and who foilgwed the

policy of John Redmond which advocated allegiance to England.

In 1915 a monthly magazine was issued from our Headquarters,
Tublin, edited by Percy Reynolds, and to which Liain Mellows regularly
' éontributed articles, This ;ioumal reached here regularly and we
were constantly in touch with the Dublin District Council of the
Fianna to which we were affiliated. Both Liam Mellows and
Famon Martin were members of the Council; and as Liam had then been
appointed Irish Volunteer organiséx_' in the provinces we did nop see

very much of him from then onwards.
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A ﬁonvention of some kind had been organised in Dublin by,'
T think, the National Volunteers around Easter 1915, and we
availed of the tyain to éend a unit of about thirty members from our
branch to Dublin, Some of the National Volunteer officers did not
1ike thé idea of having our unit t?avelling on the same train simply
because our flag was the Tricolour. A pipers' band of the Dublin
branch of Fianna met us at Kingsbridge; and, with the Tricolourr
leading, we marched to Surrey House, Leinster Road, Rathmines, which
was where "Madam" ({Countess Markievicz) lived, where we were
entertginéd and were enabled to discuss all matters relevant to our
organisation and visit Camden Street branch to see how matters were

being controlled from there.

T believe this was the first time the Tricolour was carried aa-
a standard at the head of any unit in Dublin's streets. .In facf,
T héte a recollection that the Countess herself (she was at
Kingsﬁridge with the pipers! band) insisted on carrying it herself

for part of the march,

On coming hoﬁe from Dublin in 1915, ocur Diétric£ Council set
abouﬁ their_work more seriously. There was greater concenﬁration
on training, récruiting ete; and as all the bands in Waterford City
were of the.ImperialiStic trend (with the exception of the Irish
National Forresters! Pipers! Band) we decided to build up a pipers!
band, with the heip and co—Opefation of the Forresters and the great
work of ‘one of our members (Themas Walsh afterwards killed in action),
we had a well-trained pipers’ band of twelve before Easter 1916.

e wefe wofking in close co-operation with the Irish Volunteer Unit
during this period and were in close touch with Headgquarters, having
attenﬁed the Fianna Congress ;n July 1915,. Training was

progressing smoothly and the Sluaghs were firmly established.



We had promised atSurrey Hoﬁse in 1915, in response tp‘
Madam's desire, that we would again as a unit,with its own band,
return to Dublin at Easter 1916. Everything was in readinesé for
6ur journey by rall ori Baster Sunday 1916, If our President had
any information of the Insurrection he would not have permitted
all arrgngeménts to be made for this journey and I am sure he did
not know anything about it, because we finished our preparations on

Saturday nighf, and on Sunday morning all trains were cancelled,

-and on reaching our own Headquarters all our drums were completely

destroyed having had all the skins ripped with knives,

Immediately following the Easter of 1916 several of the Irish

" Volunteer leaders here were grrested_and deported, including

Tiam Walsh, Sedn Matthews, P, Brazil,

After the Rising we lost quite a few members but we counteracted
this by spreading out from the City and making the initial contacts

in other districts with a view to establishing branches there.

In the meéntiﬁe the Conscription programme was advocated by
Britain and when their recruiting campalgn bhegan we had our hand re-
built and we specialised in upsetting most of their recrulting
me;tings by arranging our parades and route mérches so that we wﬁuld
clagsh with them, The 72nd Royal Field Artillery were ordered io
to- = Prance 9t this time so one very useful évenue of t:ainiﬁg was
closed to us: but a second one opened because training of the Royal
Teish Constabularj with rifles plus sayonet practice and range
pfactice started, and we could be clpge observers at the necessary
times to absorb the instructions’etc., and transmit same to our own
mgmbers, although hurléys or wooden guns were the only weapons

available for training then,
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In th? course of- keeping an eye on the R.I.C, at this period
(1917 and '18) it came.to our notice that two men were ‘det.ailed to
patrol roads leading into Waterford at night time. These men
travelled on .horsebae-k and éarried swords attached to their éadhles.~
(I note here the names of two of those, one Constable Quinlisk, the
other Constable Hart. - Quinlisk was the father of Quinlisk the spy
who was ._afterwarcis executed in Cork by the I.R,A., and Hart was the
policeman who worked with the British soldiers in a raid on my home

in 1921),

Work of the type. necessary fo.r training ha.d_ to be intensifiled
"during 1918, because of the Conscription threat, and many young
lads and girls joined various organisations to fight against it;
this we had to add a course of the First Aid to our programme, attend
lectl.{res and teach same, But, needless to relgte, vhen the danger

passed on 80 dld most of those members. \

The Ceneral Electi@ of December 1918 taxed us to the limit as
we were relied upon to furnish the Band for all election meetings.
"This being a newly orgaﬁiseci Brass ard Reed Band was the only one that
could be used by our party in these times. Distribution of Blection
literature and posters was mostly done by our organisation and at most
times protéctive uni.t.s of I?!ish Volunpeers had to be provided and all

the work had to be done late at night,

Our branch had been making very definite progress up to 1918

‘ v..fhe'n_it.'ret'_:eived its first serious setbﬁck; the circumstances were
as rollqws.' Early in 1917 a maﬁ who was employed as a walter in a |
local Hotel who had only recently arrived fram Dublin apﬁied for
membership of 1;he Fianna: his name was McEnrd and he gradually
gained.some popularity. He was able to satisfy our Council 't;hat he

was from the Dublin area and could give genulne proof that he was
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acquainted with many of our Dublin officers at the timfa, sc he was
accepted, Now, one of our regulations was, that ény N.C.0, or
officer who ﬁelieved he was good enougﬁ or better than these
seni_or to him could request_. that t_her Council set an examination for
the purpose of establishing which person was most capable to hold
tﬁe rank; and the person who, as the result of the examination,
was. best qualified would be then promotec.l' to the grade concerned,
(should he be junior to it) or confirmed in his existing rank on

the result of the examination (if he already held the senior rank,)

As a r_estlllt of McEnri's promptings,the demand was made for an
examination by two members who held ranks of Lieutenant, As I '
was. f,héln gct},ng" as Captain my positio;u was, therefore, challenged,

I offered (to avoid such disunity as seemed then apparent) to accept
transfer to the Trish Volunteers , but our 0/C., T. McDonald,

refused tougrant it and I, therefore, had no alternative but to accept
his ruling. ;l'he examination never did matérialise as the officers
concerned, together with about twelve of the older members, left the
unit with McEnri, and he established a branch of the National Guard,
as he called it. This organisation was supposed to exist in Dublin
and was simllar to Fiamna but of senior or more advanced status,

This mi'!:. was extinet in about nine_ mont.hs-land most of the members
wh,o had left Fianna joined the Irish Volunteers, At a later date
ﬁen the Countess Markievicz cam-. to Waterford at our invitation and
the above matter was discussed with her.; she told us that McEnri had |
been in Fianna in Dublin; but his real .m;me, as far e_té I can remember,
was McFinlay, and they were not sorry he left Dublin., He left
Waterford ‘shortly afterwards and we heard no more of him. Duﬁng'his
sojourn hgre he was employed as a walter in 1_:i1e Imperial Hotel,

Waterford,
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In 1918 we had already moved out into the surrounding area
and had wnits organised in Ferrybank, Dunkik (Co. Kilkenny),
Ballyduff, Portlaw, Dunhill and Carrick-on-Suir, and a girls! unit
attached to our own in Waterford. We brought the Countess down
ind she lectured in the City Hall on 1916. Shé was aécompanied by
Theo Fitzgerald:after a banquet at the Metropole Hotel here we went

to Carrick-on-Suir and she lectured in the Town -Hall there,

¥We found it necessary at this time to concentrate on training
officers and N.C.0s to handle the different uni@s, and complete
reorganising-had to take place; and at a confeféhce of the District
Council at which all officers were present it was agreed that the area
complete should be designated as a Battalion area, and appointments
weuld be based on past record and ability {by means of tests) to teach
scoﬁting,_sqnad section and Company drill, Field work, First Aiq,

Communications, Intelligence reports, Dispatch carrying etc.

T™wo of our officers, M. Lawlor (Captain,) J. Walsh (Lieutenant),
emigrated to U.S.A. and T was promo?ed,to Captain and attached to the
Battalion staff as training officer, Two‘nights were set aside
each ueék ;or officers' and N.C.Os! training classes, A1l officers
and N.C.0s. had to attend; any of the older members could also.
;olunteer for these classes. As a reau;t of their tests the
personnel of our lst Battalion Council were T. MeDonald, 0/C;

P.W. Hearne, Vice Comﬁandantf'w. New, Adjutant (Lieutenant);
J. Tobin, Quartermaster (Lieutenant),

A, Company: Captailn James O!'Connor, ’ o
2nd 1/c. Fleutenant W. McGrath,

B.w A. Colclough, 0/C., Liéutenant.
2nd 1/c. Lieutenant M, Prendergast.

c. " ¥. Pender, 0/C.
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Battalion Council meetingswere held weekly and were attended
by the O/C. each Company. The Battalion Quartermaster had the

extra detail of training the units in the outlying districts,

Throughout the year 1919 we transfé;red quite a good number of
members to the Irish Volunteers (I.R.A.). Tt was_ﬁndérstobd that on
reaching 17 or 19 years, a member wculdtbe‘aﬁtomaticaliy transferred -
and accepted, but all officers of the Fianna would have to apply to
their own Battalion Council for transfer, and if the Council refused
the transfer we would not be accepted. Between the years191l7 to 1921
T made application three times but was refused transfer on each

cceasion,

In April 1920, on instructions from my 0/C, I reported to
Tiam Walsh who was then a senior officer, T.R.A. (later Brigade 0/C).
and under his leadership together with a squad of "C" Company we
carried out a raid on the Income Tax Offices at Parnell Street,
Waterford, about forty yards from Manor Street R.I.C. barracks. The
raid was completely succegsful and all books and documents were bufned

in the Naelic Field immediately afterwards. The next assignment was

. the receipt and delivery of despatches from G.H.Q. to this -area.

This was accomplished as follows :~

Communicgtions were receivgd at the Great Southern Railway,‘
North §§ation,_waterfcrd, and were enclosed in envelopes addressed
to 0/C., Whterfofd, and sent with the Stationmaster's official
correspondence by rail. One of our members, T. Galvin, working there
as a Junior Clerical officer, was detailed_for the duty, and he ‘
collgcted all-despatches and arrangeg'for their immediate transfer
to T. McDonald's hairdressing saloon, The Mall, Waterford. At this
;ddresg ?bere was & member of our unit on duty every day from 9 a.m.

to 2 p,m,, equipped with a bicycle and he immediately set out to



deliver the despatches, This team of cyclists consisted of four
yvoung lads named John Cullen, John Cunningham, James Rodgers,

Joseph Moran (all under fourteen years of #ge). They were briefed
every week and one reported for each fﬁll day's duty. They were

wéll trained in the topography of the country and knew all ﬁhe contacts
and it must be credited to them that right through 1920/1921, not one
despatch entrusted to them was either "delayed" or "non-delivered".

T would also add here that dﬁring allrthe reriod only one de:patch‘
failed to come from the Stationmasier's office directu. to Parnell
Street, Waterford, This.happened through‘the absence of T. Galvin
from the Stationmasterfs office one morning ;}';h:éhn.the'stationmaster's
correspondence arrived, The Stationmaster could make nothing of it;
and calling a railway porter (being é'good Loya}ist) he sent him up to
the British Military Barracks with it. When T, Galvin came into the ,
office a short time gftér he (the Stétionmaster) told him about it,

and what he had done., The information'wés immediately sent to me and
we were gble to'contact the railway porter as he came out of the
varracks. e found that the O/C. of the barracks was fairly ignorant
‘of its contents (according to the porter), but paid him for bringing
it to him and told him if he got any more to bring them along. | We
warned the Battallion Staff and Company Captains of the I.R.A. .
imm?diately of what had h;ppened; but nevertheless the éollowing day
there were'about ten arrests but no officer except two Lieutenants
were taken, I have no redcfd of any communications being received‘:
here‘from Fianna Headquarters from abqut the month of 1920 until the
Truce, Ve were seemingly on our own. The last information I had

to connect us with Headquarters was when our 0/C., T. MbDonald,informed
our staff that there was a co-operation scheme in operation between
T.R.A. and Fianna in Dublin, Wé were rather anxious for a better
understanding with the T.R.A. here, but it did not seem to get very

serious consideration in City circles. We were entrusted with the
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duties already detailed in this repoftm and transfer of membera

was regularly carried out; and beyond this we did not seem to be
making great progress towards co_qrAination, as this example -

I was instructed to report to 0/C., "A" Company, 4th Battalion I.RH.A.
one day gt 7 p.,m, Having done so we were briefed as to the Job

on hands, "To rald the Island" (Puféell,Fitzgerald‘s reaidence).
We secured the necessary punts and rowed to the island, completed
the operation when we handed over the shotguns, ammmition etc. to
the-%aitiﬁg car at the Ballinakie meéting point and dispe;sed.

T was the only member of Fianna on that operation.

The result of fhat attitude prombted a long discuséion at one
of our staff conferences and our O/C. agreed that we should work
and operate ourselves with a view to -our own armament, but should an
T.R.A. instruction be issued to clash with any plan'prepared'by

ourselves, that instruction should get priority.

Cur armamgnt'at this time conéisted of one .45 fevolvef in my
own 'possession, We made our plans and began raiding for arms etc.
e started on the Loyalis£ houses such as Sir Ernest'Gofffs, the
Juspice of the Peace; Linesmen's Huts (Railway), Quarry storehouses
etec. Aw; arranged our own dump at_the County Kilkenny side of the
Suir and by the end of a menth or two_we had several.revolvers,
shotguns, one Lee Enfield rifle, one .22 rifle; We had arranged
a small place again on the County Kilkenny side of the River where
we were able to train our selected members and officers and K.C.0s.
in tarpet practice with the «22 and teach all about the rifle, but
:we were very limited with .363 ammnition (incidentially earlierlon
we could purchase two new long .45 Webley revolvers but as we could
no;_faisg the necessary cash - £7 - we arranged the deal with

Sedn Matthews who secured them).
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Tn some instances we found that the I.R.A., units had preceded

us in raids and vica versa, We eventua}ly planned to raid two
Business houses simultaneously at 10 a.m, one morning. One was an
Opticlan's and the second a hardware store. Both raids were
successful. Qulte a lot of shotgun ammmunition, fuse detonators ete.
were got In one and about twenty sets of Field Glaéses in the sacond.
These raids had_a sequel.as‘follows t-

The morning after the ralds Y was instructed té.report to Brigade
Headquarters, I.R.A. (at that time Murphy!ls shoﬁ in Gladstone Street),
I duly did so and T can remember some of tﬁose present. (Pax Whelan,
P.J. Paul, R. Phelan - Brigade 1.0.). I was asked about the.raids
and T told them we had carried them out. T was then handed a list of
the .goods seized aﬁd found it did not correspond with minc.insofar as
their list contained much more than I had had lisﬁed by our
Quartermaster, Joe Tobin, as being taken in the ralds. After some
days we had found that four oflthose who had been on the raids, had
’_seﬁ asidg some éf‘the fuse, detonators, one revolver and some .
tyenching tqolg. All this material was'disdovared by our{0/C -

T, McDonald, J. Tobin - Battalion uartermaster and myself) staff

on information we had received in our investigations.

The result of the enquiry into those raids led to the following

action being taken 9-

1, The four members concerned to receive a serious reprimand _
from the Battalion 0/C, but would not be dismissed from their units,

2, Al officerslto keen iery close watch on the members concerned,
to ensure that on any operatiop duiy authorised, none of those members
wcu}d be detailed to take part;

3., Transfer to I.R.A. would not be sanctioned by our O/. for any

of those members,

Thiis these members were rendered ineffective and the I.R.A. in

the City were safeguarded against the chances of them doing any harm
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within thgir ranks. . Those instructions were so effectively carried

out that until after July 1921 there was no furﬁhér action necessary.

On 29th November, 1920, a warship, Sir E, Wood, arrived in
Waterford and we immediately detailed a unit to try and damage her,
The plan was to have the younger lads penetrate to the engine-room
and pour sand into ali oll feeds, whilst some of us older members
attracted the aitention Qf_the watch on qeck. Unfdrtupately,-the

boat sailed again at 8 p.m, the same day.

In December 1920, at a staff conference, the 0/C. issued
instructions that all our arms, ammmnition and any other war material
we had was t5 be handed over to the 4th Battalion I.R.A, This was
a very heated meeting lasting well iﬁto morning and it went very close
to the disintegration of our Battalion. That thls disintegration did
not develop is a t;ibute to the discipline of our staff and Company
offiéérs and to the foresight of our Battalion 0/C., who agreed to
allow any of the officers who had their own arms to retain them, The
instyuction.was duly carried out and the material and armb passed

to J. Creed, Quartermaster, "C" Company, 4th Battalion, I.R.A.

This 1921 opened to us with a total armament of - four revolvers
and very little ammunition, However, it was enoughl to allow us to
gat started again and in January, 1921, we seized and burned all -

Fnglish papers at the Waterford North Station,

When the ambush at Picardstown, Trampre,.took place on 7th
Janvary, none of our officers was éiven an opportunity to be theré and
some dissatisfactién was becoming apparent in our ranks, and it was
suggested at ;ne of our conferences that we should organi§e our own .

Active Service Unit indepsndent of the I.R.A. in the City. Towards

this end about twenty of the oldest members and officers were selected
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and an béth,wag administered to all by Commandant T. McDonald,

and a special course of training set out. This.seemed to ease

the tension at this time. Tt may be of interest to note here
that the day following the Tramore ambush (Picardstown), T was called
to Dr. Philip Purcell's house, He told me he had a visit from the
County Inspector, R.Y.C. on the morning after the ambush inqpiring
if he had been out the night before and whom he had attended. The
Doctor admit@ed being out but said he was not prepared to discuss
his patients, that he had been ca%led ouf to attend a paﬁient and
that was all. But when the County Inspeétbr-was leaving he just
said ""Doctor, change your dfiver the next time®", It was Doctor

Purcell who attended the wounded after the Tramore ambush,

T believe it was in March 1921 that at P.J. Paul's request
T accomﬁanied him on a survey of the Dunmore area and guarded the
farm where he had a conference with the officers of the 6th Baﬁtalion
T,.R.A, Shorfly afterwirds the Police bar?acks was attacked but

again none of‘our unit was detalled for it.

In February, 1921, having conducted training clasgeg‘at our
He;dquarters ih'Thomas' Hill one night T left at 10 p.m,. On
returning at 10.15, I found our Headquarters surrounded by British
troops from ogtside the cordon of troops. I could only watch'what
was happening. Eventually the 0/C. in charge, with some troops and
an R.T.C. man named O'Reilly came out and our Commandant under guard
was taken tolthe Military barracks immediately. A few of our
officefs who were inside during the raid were passed out through the
cordon: they explained to me that .2 despatch had been found in our
0/C's possession; he had tried to drop it in the fire but'had been
frustrated in doing so. We broke into the Headquarters(as the
officer had taken tﬁg keys) but could not find anything of consequence

there after the raid. With a few of our officers we immediately
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went to McDonald's Business_house, The Mall which ;as, as stated
before, the depot filrom which all Inteiligence and despatches were
transmitted to their various contacts, We completely cleared it
of everything of consequence and had only completed the job when
the British troops arrived with the keys and searched the premises.
Cn my return home afterwards I found my own'housé was cordoned

off and a unit of troops and R.I.C., men searching it. Although
they achieved nothing from this raid I was unable to live at home
from that date onwards, -Our Commandant, T, McDonald, was
courtmartialled and received six months sentence which he served

in Waterford gaol. From then onwards T was to take control.

To enable the local units of the I.R.A. to concentrate on fheié
training our Companies were detailed to report to different areas in
town in which Companies of I.R.A. were Operatihg. The Company 0/C.
of the I.R.A. would arrange with our officer in his area where he
would be conducting his training at the time, and our unit would
supply the necessary scouts ete to cover approaches and guard during
all periods of training. = This proved very successful and training
went on uninterrupted at all times. We established a line of
commanication of our own into ﬁhe‘local gaol aﬁd had a constant
flow of information in and out. The co-operation scheme was now
working well, and when the Post Offices were raided quite a number
of our selected members and officers were detailed, These raids
were very successful and that our uﬁits took a very deep interest
in the duties allocated to them is emphasised bty the sequellfo one
of them. This one was the raid on the General Post Office on the
Quay. One of our dispatch riders (Joseph Moran) was detailed to
take away to a glven poiﬁt the proceeds of the raid and wait thefe
for further instructions., Immediately the raid was over he Qent

to the place as instructed., As he was waiting a long time,
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(ong'hour to the. appointed time of contqgt) and was in possession
of quite a lot of cagh taken In the raid,\ he passed his time awﬁy
by checking the cash. We made the necessary verbal report to his
own Cbmpany officer afte:wards. At a later date when the Brigade
Quartermaster, T.R.A. (M, Knox) was recording the summary of cash
seized, our Battalion Quartermaster detected a discrepancy in the
figure recqfded in the G.P.0. raid and the figure reported to him by
our member, As the result of a re—check and a further report from
our despatch rider, some officers of "A" Company and the Battalion
staff of the Lth Iocallﬁattalion, I.R.A. were placed under arrest and
held for interrogation. .Thegcustody of these officers was handed
ovér to Flanna arnd they were héld prisoners in an unoccupied house
in Eallymacaw‘area under the armed guard of James C'Connor, o/c.,
TA" Company Fianya, Lieutenant M, Cullen; 2nd i/e. Coy., Fianna,
Joe Moran, déspatch rider, Battalion staff, Joe Tobin, Battalion
Quartermaster i/c. of Guard, until handed over to the Brigade Staff,

I.RIA.

In May, 1921, a raid was organised on military supplies at
Waterford North Station; both "A" and "D“lCompanias, 4th Battélion,
operated this one, supported by the respegtivelunits of Fianna
which had been detalled to‘work with them, This raid was successful.
The foodstuff which was not destroyed was distributed to poor

people by our members datér on.

On instructions received from the loeal 0/C., 4th Battalion,
I.R.A., a raid was organised fprvthe purpose of securing bicycles
for despatch riders and as a means of transport for units in
outlying districts. This was planned at one of our conferences
and the officers and members detailed for it., It was carrled out

by Fianna in May 1921 and was completely successful as every
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bicycle in the two biggest local depots was seized and taken away
without the loss of one machine. | Nothing of any se:-'icus conseguence
developed within the next month or two until the end of hostilities.
Of those who were killed (ten) in this area during hostilities -

Tom O'Brien, Thomas Walsh, Michael Moloney, John O'Rourke were all
trained in the Fiinna and transferred to the I.R.A.; but as most of
‘these were killed during thé Civil War it is a -dif-ferent i)lnse of our

history,

I joined Fianna Eireann when it was founded in Waterford,
graduated from the ranks through N.C.0. grade‘s to Captain,Z"A%
Company, later to Training Officer and Battalion Vice-Commandant.
Commanded the Battalion from February, 1921 until the end of the Truce.
Where possible this statement has been yer':x:fled by Joseph Tobin,
late Quartermaster, Waterford Cit.y Battalion, Fianna (last surviving

member of the old Staff), James O'Connor, late Captain "A" Company.
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