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Bureau of Military History, 1913-1921.

STATEMENT BY

Cornelius Cronin,

......................................................................
..........................................................................................

Ballingeary, Co. Cork.

..............................................

ORGANISATIONS WITH WHICH ASSOCIATED.

Irish Volunteers -

Irish Republican Army.

POSTS OR RANKS HELD,

Section Leader.

Member of Brigade Flying Column.

PERIOD COVERED BY STATEMENT.

1913 - 1921,

COMMENTS OF INVESTIGATING OFFICER.

This witness is 54 years of age. He is the
proprietor of the Gougane Barra Hotel. The Investigator,
Mr. Daly, who took .this statement, told me that Mr. Cronin
appeared to have a very good memory and to have a viviad
recollection of the events in his area. He, Mr. Daly,
said that the witness was recommended to h1m by John
Harrington, a battalion officer (who is now an invalid),
as a man whose evidence as to events in the Ballingeary
area should be on record. This statement was dictated
to Mr, Daly at one interview.

S'énaturs']ffg?ggggﬁﬂg Officer.

Secl‘etary, Bureau of Military History
SP16,632 5000 7-50 3/4526 . 1913-1921,

Date.....)0th January, 1958,
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STATEMENT OF CORNELIUS CRONIN,

gﬁgane Barra Hotel, Ballingeary, Co. Cork,

T was born in Cctober, 1903, in Gugane Barra, Ballingeary,
founty Cork, I attended the local National School at Kelmaneigh
until T was about fifteen years of age after which I attended the

Franciscan Monastery, Rochestown, for a short perlod.

A Company of the Irish National Volunteers was formed in
Ballingeary about the latter end of 1913 or early in i91h. Following
the split in the National Voluntéers, sixteen members of this Comﬁany
formed a sectlion of the Irish Volunteers in the area. About the ;nd
of 1915, Company officers were elécted. John Iynch became Captain;
John Con. Cron%n became 18t Lieutenant, and Jeremiah O0'Sullivan became

2nd lieuvtenant,

The sixteen Volunteers, on the instructions of Tomds McCurtain,
were ofdered to mobilise at Ballingeary on Easter Sunday morning,
1914, to varticipate in the Rebellion., When they had reached Keélkil,‘
they were ihtercepted by a messenger from Headquarters in Cork, wﬁo
informed them of Eoin MeNeill's count;rmanding order, so they returned

to Ballingeary.

After the Rebellion, Sedn Hegarty, a Volunteer Officer of Cork
City, due to hie activities in the Volunteer Movement prior to the
Rebellion, was ordered by the authorities to leave the city area. He
cams to live in Keimaneigh where he had to report to the local R.I.C,

barracks once a week,

Following the réorganisation of the Volunteers in the City and

County in September of 1917, after the general release of prisoners,
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a varade of Volunteers was held in the town of Macroom on the
annifersary_of the deaths of the Mhnchesterimartyrs in the montﬁ

of November, .As well as the local Company of Macroom, Companies

were ?resen@ from Ballyvourney, Kilnamartyra, Ballingeary and other

. areas, Mr., De Valera reviewed the Volunteers on the occasion.

I joiﬁgd the Ballingeary Company that day and was present at the.
review.. John Lynch, our Company Captain, was in charge of the Company
which numbered only seventeen men, By the end of the year our

strength had increased to about twenty men,

We met and drilled once or twice a week and recruited several
new members in the early months of 1918. At the peak of the
Conscriptionrscare_our strength reached 130 men foll&wing which a few
members dr0p§ed cut, but with the influx of younger men from time io
. time we maintained a strength of about 125 men from then unfil the
Truce, Othér Companies had been reorganised or formed in surrounding
areas by_tbis time, They were Ballyvourney, Coolea, Kilnamartyra agd
Inchigeeia. Several shotzuns were collected during this period and
pike-heads were made in the local forge in Ballingeary., The homas.of
the Loyalists in.the area were raided by night and shotguns énd a few

revolvers seigzed,

In May, 1918, an order was received from G.H.Q., Dublin, for the
Company to proceed to Silefdahah, Kiigarvin, across the County Cork
border in County Kerry to raid a mansion, the property of a Mr, Lowe,
which was known as ‘Lowes Lodgg'. It was unoccupied at the time except
for a caretaker and his family. We had been informed before 1eaviné
that the Lodge was visited occasionally by a cycle patrol of military
and tﬁaﬁ it was possible some military were on the premises. Our object
was to‘seize twelve Snider rifles used by éamekeepers employed on the

estate. Thirty members of the Company, some armed with shoteuns, in
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charge of Lieutenant Joln Con Cronin, took part, Having surrpufnded
the house, Lieutenant Cronin sent three men to the main door to -
engage the caretaker in conversation on some local topic to a.scejrta.in‘
if the military were present. When the three men discovered thAt
the military were not ther;e they returned and reported to Lieutenant
Crmirzl. With two other Volunteers I was then sent to make &

thorough search of the house, We found no arms of any kind,

n the month of July, five members of Ballingeary Company -
John Con. Cronin, Jon Lynch, Jeremiah O'Shea, William and
Timotl?y Twomey ~ with others held up two R.I.C.. men at the Mouth of
the Glen on thelr way from Inchig!.aela_l to Bally;roumey and disarmed
them of two rifles and two revolvers, The side-car .’m which_ the ™

R.I.C. were travelling was seized and thrown over a precipice,

I_.ater_this year, Tomis McCurtain, Patrick O'Higgins and
Paddy Hyde, who were 'on the run', spent a considerable time in the
area which mea.r_at a lot of dispatch work and guard duty for membe];'s_

of the Company. Routlne drilling continued throughout the year.

.]fn January of 19]9 ,' the Company was reorganised by Terence
MacSwiney. Joe Iynch resigned and was replaced by John Con. Cronin
as Captain, The lst Lieuter-xant, Jeremiah 0'Sullivan, had died and
was replaced by Tieuvtenant James Cotter while Dan O'Leary became "a

2nd Iieutenant,

T was appointed one of four Secticn leaders. In about the

month of February a British military post was established in

-Inchigeela and from then onwards Ballingeary was raided continuou’siy.

Tt was known to the military that Tomés MeCurtaln and other men ‘on

the run' were residing in the area. In one of those raids on the

fugane Barra Hotel, which was led by Sergeant Monsel, R,I.C., of -



Le
Tnchigeela, and Sergeanf Aprnleby, R.I.C., of Ballingeary barracké,
the seérch of the upper rooms was being-carried out by Appleby anﬁ
bsome of his men, When he entered one of the rooﬁs he saw McCurtain,
O'Higgins, Hyde and a Seottish Volunteer named Owen thKinsey—Kenﬁedy,
geated within, He spoke for a few mﬁments to McCurtain in Irish,
.then turned aﬁd left the room, closing the'door behind himt He étood
with his back to the door and directed the search from thefe,'telling

the military that he had already searched the room behind him,

Near the end of the year the Battalion was reorganised. Up to
this time we were aftached to the Macroom or 7th Battalion, A new
Battalion known as the #th Battalion was formed. Patrick O'Sullivan
became Battalion 0/C.; Paddy O'Suilivap, Vice 0/C.; Cornelius Sheehan,
Adjutant, and Daniel Harrington, Quartermaster. The Companies
comprising the 8th Battalion were Kilnamartyr, Ballyvourney, Colle#,

Ballingéany and Inchigeela.

b

With John Con. Cronin (Captain), Lieutenant Dan O'Leary,
William;Twcmey, Pat Murray, Jack Moynihan, Dan O'Sullivan, James C¢ttera
(Lieutenant), John McSweeney and other members of Ballingeary Compény,

I partidipgted in an attack on Inchigeela R.I.C. barracks in the mﬁnth
of January, 1920, About fifty men in charge of the Battalion o/c.
took parﬁ in the actual attack. The_arms the Ballingeary Company used
in the attack consisted of one Lee Enfield rifle, one Carbine riflé,

one Snider rifle, three revolvers and a number of shotguns. The
barrack was surrounded and the garrison were-calledlon to surrender.
They ref#sed, so the 0/C. order§§ "Open Fire". The attack lasted for
about foqr hours without success. We withdrew at about 5 a.m, when

all our émmunition was exhausted,

Some weeks later in the month of March, members of the Brigade

Staff,with some of the City Volunteers, arrived in the area to carry out
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a further attack on Inchipgeela barracks, The attack was called
i : !

off éfter an inspection of the building and its fortifications. .

w1th other members of Ballingeary Company I attended the
funeral parade in Cork of the murdered Lord Mayor - Tomds MbCurtain -

in Farch 1920,

#ome_short‘time later Ballingeary R.I.C. barracks was ;
evacu?ted. On the instructions_gf the Battalion 0/C.,
Patri%k 0'Sulllvan, Captain Cronin inlcharge of the local Compaﬁy,
burne? down the building in May,_i920. By July we were very
shortiof anmmunition and were lucky to receive from a local friend
100 sbotgun-cartridgea. We raided Lowes Lodge once more and
stripbed a quantity of sheet lsad off the roof and gutters. With
this ;ead we made a cuantity of buckshot_which we used inspead df

the o?dinany ghot in the cartridges suppllied by the friend.

in the month of July, Ballingeary Company, in charge of théir
Captain, John Con, Cronin, captured two military lorries carrying oil,
paint;and military equipment from Cork to Bantry. As the lorries
procegded through our area, the leading one ran into the grass margin
on th? side of the road. The second lorry proceeded for about a
furth?r mile where ip also ran into the grass margin adjolning the
road %nd_bogged down, Two Volunteers living nearby informed tﬁe
Captain who, in about an hour, had the entire Company ﬁobilised.
The arms for the attack consisted of fourteen shotguns, one Lee
Enfieid rifle, one Snider rifle, one Carbine and a few revolvers. By

this time the military had placed a sentry on each lorry, while two

soliiers, armed with rifles, patrolled the road behind each.
!

|
"Having placed sentries at the Pass of Keimaneigh and the
; ;

Ballingeary side of the second lorry, we_approached the first lorry
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at Keimaneieh to within a few yards, taking the sentry and other .
soldier;s b_v_surprise when we ordered "Hands Up!" = They complied
imedia?tely. We then approached the two men on patrol and relieved
them off their rifles, Stealing very quietly to the second lorry at
‘I‘oor_eed;ube, we again ordered "Hands Up'". They refused: we opened
fire. gThey then surrendered: they were overawed at the number of
VOllmbejerfs confronting them, We had now captured twelve meﬁ, nine
1ee Enf;ield rifles, with 100 rounds of ammunition for each, as well as
olls, p:aint, Spirit_lamps, trenching tools, car;zen‘t.er's tools and?
variousi other items, |

He; marched our prisoners to a nearby outhouse where they were
provide:'d with a meal by members of the local Cumann na mBan. Whejn
the meal was over we marched them four miles to Ballingeary. From
here th;:ey were ordered to proceed to Inchigeela military post. As a
number ;:r our men were returning from this operation they ran into
two furlther lorry loads of military at Keimaneigh but ‘managed to evade
them, i i

Vc;llowing the capture of the lorries, two of cur men,
Dan O'Su]_'l.ivan of Keimaneigh, and Timotl-w O'Callaghan, as well as
two 3 udents from the Irish College, Ballingeary - were arrested,
O'Sulli'van s 0'Callaghan and one of the students spent a considerable
time on hunger strike with the late Terence MacSwiney before it was

called off by C.H.Q.

1
Fr_{_om the sale of the paints, oils and motor part.s captured we
realiseld a sum of £50 which was used in the purchase of arms through
. ;
our Scp:tt.ish friend Owen MacKinsey-Kennedy. The bodies of the |

1orr1es: were bumed,
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1On the evening of the 24th August, 1920, we received a dispatch
i ) )

i
up by the Military, R.I.C. and Black & Tans, A Company Council

fr&m Bripade Headquarters, Cork, warning us of a large-scale roﬁnd-

I : .
meet%ng was held immediately at which it was decided to mobilise the
Compény and collect all armé in the area. When mobilised the .
Compa?y of about 100 men procesded to the towmland of Keimecoraboula,
a mou%tain.area. ¥hile having a meal that night in the local
farmh;uses, we received word that we were being surrounded, The
| round;up was in fu}l swing but, knowing the locality, we managed to
bye-p%ss the enemv, From then we formed from the Company a Unit or
Flyiné Colurm of twelve to fourteen men who were_continuously armed
and rgady for any feasible action with the enemy., During this period
Bever;l ambughes were planned but for one reason or another nothing
came o% them, An enemy convoy of seven or eight lorries, while
passiné through the area one day in November, shot dead Christy Lucey,
a Cork&city Vo}unteer who was 'on the run' and staying with frienﬁs

at Tooreendube,

I% Jannary, 1921, . a Brigade Flying Colum was formed. Tt
compri%ed about forty men from the 8th Battalion and about twenty
men frdp Cork City Battalions; eleven of these men were from thei
Balling?ary'Company, including the_Captain, John Con. Cronin,
Lieutenént James Cdtter and myéelf. Captain Cronin subsequently
became %n officgr in the Columm under the command of Sedn Hegarty,
the Brigade 0/C, With the other members of Ballingeary Company,
T took Qart in all the activities of the Column including Coolnacarragh
ambush énd subsequent retreat and fight at Coolnacloha, I understand
that a ﬁriend of mine, Daniel Harringtén, of Coclavokig, Lissacresig,
who was ?attalion Quartermaster, has already fumished details :of the
activitigs of the Colum, so I wi}l confine my statement to the

activities of Ballingeary Company.
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pla'lce of John Con. Cronin, From then to the Truce every member

Daniel T. O'leary was appointed acting Company Captain in

of ‘i{:he Company was, on the orders of the Erigade 0/C., placed on
acti.ve service with instructions to have all four roads leading into
the la.rea zuarded day and night. The four roads were The Pass of
Keimaneigh, Currahy on the road from Macroam to Ballingeary, Glen road,
a ba!ck road leading from Ballyvourney to Ballingeary, and a mountain

bye—road Jeading from the County Kerry

I :

iIAfter a period of ten to fourteen days training at Ullanes in
in the Ballyvoum'gy Company area, the Colurn arrived in the Ballingeary
Compa‘l.ny area via Reenaree, They billeted in the farmhouse of
John I-Holla.nci about a mile from the Gugane Barra Hotel, at a place
named! Coomoroe, otherwise known as Vallydesmond - the source of the
R:lver]l Lee'. Acting Captain Dan O'leary and his Company now had a very
busy 1l:ime. ~Apart from gmard duty, which was strictly enforced:dt
the féur points mentioned especially the pguard at The Pass of
.aneiqh - which point had, on the instructions of the Brigade O/C.,
1o be Ihelcl at all c_zosts - Captain O'Leary was responsible for the
::mppl:,r\| of blankets, mattresses and food which were collected from the

|
local farmhouses and supplied iIn a most generous manner.

After a period of ten days,- the Column moved out of the area
and 'prolceeded to Reenaree, During the period the officers wore
1nvest:lllgat1_.ng ‘the possibility of an ambush on enemy forces but,
apparen‘lt.ly, the. chanc_es of such an attack did not occur. I should,
holweve:-,l~I mention one incident that took place during this visit of
the Coluznm. ' One night during the period the Colurm was billeted in
Vallydes{mcnd. By appointment with a good priest - a great friend of
the boys! - we came to the little Church on the island opposite the

Hotel at|3 a.m. where we got Confession, Commmion and Heard Mass,
1 - . .

' prior toiour departure from the Company area.

!
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A cou.ple of hours after the departure of our Column, Tom’_r Barry
anc} his Column moved into thg area apparently wnaware that No, 1
‘Brﬁgade Colurm had just Ie;t. They remained for two or three days
.sn.nd‘l again the local Company were kept busy providing guards arﬂ
atte"mding to their needs, Approximately 100 members were on ful_l time
dutj;‘;, excluding tl_mae attached to the Column and other members who

had been arrested,
L

“‘ollouing the transfer of Cork No. 1. Brigade I-!eadquarters te
Ballvvoumey Company area, in the month of April, and the setting up
of the Divi_.sional Headquarters in the Coolea Company area a short
time i.ater, members of both the Brigade and Divisional staffs spent

a cone:'liderable time in the Ballingeary area, Later, Tom Barry and
his Colum, evading an encircling movement by General Percival and his
troops, again reached the area. Percival had tried to trap Barry and
his men in t.he Bantry Peninsula, but Barry outwitted him by reaching
the Ballingeary area, 'With the presence of Liam Lynch and his staff,
Sedn Ofélega;-ty and his staff, Commandant Barry and his Column, the
Ballinge;_ary'Company were on duty for twenty-four hours‘ a day, scoufing,
on guar~clt duty, dispatch carrying, as well as procuring su;‘)plies from

the locail farmers.. :
lI .
About the month of May, the Column leaders decided to attack a

military patrol in the town of Macroom with the help of Macroom Battalion

Column. | Having reached the town, where we spent about an hour,

the propo;pd attack was called off. In the following month the ‘
Column wa.sl' disbanded, so thé members of Ballingeary Company returned -
to their ov'm area where they carried on their local duties right up to
the Truce, "_ It wvas in the month of June that General Percival_carried
out the lar"gest round-up of the war,but, thanks to the excellent
dispatch,_sécuting and guard system in operation in the area, no arrests

were made,
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ipuring the Truce I was appointed Lieutenant in succession to

Dan T |' Q'Leary. I was also appointgd Company Training Officer and

also Vice Battalion Training Officer. I attended training camps at
| : .

Clohughboula, near Dunmanway, and at Ballyvoig, near Kilnamartyra.
In the same period, with the Ballingeary Company, I was present at a
review of troops by Mr, De Valera at Coolavokig, Coolnacaheragh.

In the month of October, again with the Ballingeary Company, I was
i

presen’lt in Cork City at a review by Liam Deasy, Later, I attén&ed

an other review by Tom Barry at Muiniflugh, Macroom,

i

i
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