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STATEMENT OF

UIEUT. -GENERAL SEAN MacEQIN.

CERTIFICATE BY|THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU,

This statement by Lieut.-General Sedn MacEoin

consists of 213 pages, signed on the last page by

13

him, and 10 appendices.

Owing to its

bulk, it has not been possible

! 1
for the Bureau, with the appliances at its disposal,

to bind it in one piece, and it has, therefore, for

convenience in stitching, been separated into two

sections, the first

, consisting of pages 1-213%, and

I |
the other, containirgllo appendices, "A" to "J"

inclusive. The separation into two sections has no

other significance.

A certificat
Director of the Bur

two parts.

(]

e in these terms, signed by me as

eau, is bound into each of the

. s .
\N:§kv”qr9) " DIRECTOR.

(M. McDunphy)

6th December, 1957.

- b

P WY B

‘s



R .

(———P /QIOPE/YD/I ‘O™ |
s e e . A . FE A D oew - ll
; i y R
. ) /314&5"; ; Y
}’f‘) - aaxean z.oxwvovan o .
e : #%7714:/ a'«o% @W""@%’) 5 L
i [ — — A 4 ﬂ ? M O; 3 é \
BRIGADE OFFICERS « [+ Pl ddington ( R) T A
7 \:a v:c. P.Oa.naghan ttmca.) }Ww gﬂf’m ‘?* }”-'M’fx,‘ 0
7 Qe . 00!1@ ‘ P
; I.0. E:Horan N e .
o Eng. o : £
) A sxmnmg de Sheamﬂ
: . Lo g d&a,eﬂé? VY Qmwﬁi
: ‘f/f ‘ ‘ ' )
{‘,‘ : g_‘ﬁttf le & inalee, Batt,. 82 gmoma . } |
ro Be.t;".orﬁeera, gatt.Ofﬂceu. :
!::‘ ' co, ﬂo?-ﬂ 0165 0. W%ﬂﬁﬂwf{; )
" v.a.a John w» S AN M.conm (tanp. P i
A-* 4 g,!(hn | Ao , ¢ Anfrew fuinn’ 1 '
V7 ank Davig. ] Qe - _mo-.ma11 ,- j
oy att.(:@nyanies. L d.natt,'co@aniee. ' | ('
o A ’815% Brieklila T 3 f
Y e ’ Bo [+) Ilongfo s |
3% e Ki1loe cxooham'i. Wa&m‘
5 De JBauynoe. éﬁzé:ﬂ_ﬁ\’w _{_.mﬂ,g . |
|{ . ;
. g 3 {
- Batte 3. Lmnbom .Bett 4. Arm : ‘
r_ . . . \“\N' EB H
Batt.0fficors, tt.Of‘ﬂ.nerI. M ﬁ% @W ﬁh Aﬂ/ [
C.  Thos.Gibdbons, %,mm &-fm/ B Loo Baxter_:. /o
| V.0s Poter Skelly. . ¥.0. M1, Balldoty
ﬁ' gr:pr:: aim%mil ‘\\ ‘Ae PatRe.Tratt,.
rOLd .
l . a ar Fajgﬁhﬁ @W’Z /ancm 4.:,9 /‘ f«
k. Batt.cggﬂeao Bﬁt’t (4 anie ?@W 6‘? 4(« ,,‘,.f_—w i
". : Frne Fars %ﬂ? 4 74 o
- A, Kanesboro. , .A- @B L B
Be . Koensghe \ Be Ardagh. ; b
¢s ' Nowtownoashel ' , Ge  Carrickedmond, i ;
De Ballymshem - - ! Ds Edgeworthatomm 1 g
~ Re : Rath. v Rethagpio. } ;
» , ‘ 2 Waylow, | |
. L& N
P N SRR . | BUREAU OF MILIT23Y 14STORY, (
. N \,\ B BUTO ‘©TAI"E £ Sl TR X
: | ST
. 1 INo. W.g, (70 - |
. 2 ? *




“‘\

.

BUREAU OF BILITAG S 1720y 1913-23? o
BURD STAIRE MILEWTA 1013-91 1; \
NO. WQS. ’l7lb ’;‘E I

{

».

-

ey

‘ BRIOADE - _1ONOFORD, o

Ao

MM&.

G. ’ ._B. mtﬂm. \ L
v. p. JQ x‘n tm. o

A Je Hooye, o
Qe Pe Honahen, °

\:A Batt c m‘ea : 3
A.  Carrs,
B, Streote.

- Ce  Mullerslaghta,

o P inie. o
74

- . .

et
-
'_ -
"
OO N
- B
—
-
' 1
- J—




B~ I BUBEAU OF MILITARY HISTORY-1613-27
) 'BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1913 21

L
: 'f‘f‘..

N Aty b % fzawx oza,:?,
e 4 c«w««(:/ 7,};‘,

%«wﬁ'@wmg
444«;

f. 570-—04 mauf‘“«ém—axy maéMéM,m yu‘...

)*

. g

Jm/d—«-'daya adz%/&aﬂé :ﬁkﬁ‘




i ' il

N !_
\ ’.. . 1""!1‘“@,\! - -".

R St é/‘x T ok i
a’:’rm f ’.‘7 - e e N 2 ;
-"# N o, N \ N
SR L i il s oo b Frporly o

R h . | .S : : a:\ oS \.‘?& Gé ‘:
\M M ' ¢ﬁﬂp¢¢£&“ rrroeas | "
- ‘-)\'“ g '

L] i
ol
v
J\.
- L

Y % ro-ues ""‘“

wﬁ/{zu, 4ﬂ,#—v—u¢¢ W“”‘""““Wﬁwd ]:.a.
w--‘QQ)‘- { _ |

.1 v

e | | ,.m,t;\ »

| R
3? 4‘” Zy yoig 0 2/ /gwy,,(w p&m Joclm WMf ; ’.

‘a“tf» 5«5%7/04“&” WAA.?“.Z(}M

BUREAU OF MILITARY +
BURO STAIRE miLE

No. W.S. 15/

Y




CORY

SUMMARY

in the

JOHN JOSEPH MCKEON of KILS
Civilian:-

of

lst Witness: - Sergtg

having been duly sworn state

I was stationed in Baliinslee
January 1921. On this date a
Barracks on duty with Distric
Constables. Ve ﬁroceeded to
was about to enter the house
few feet behind the Officer a
"yards behind me - I saw the a
identify come to the doorway
revolver or automatic at the
fell apparently déad in the g
I distinetly saw the accuéed
about three feet away. - I kn
accused in Longford Barracks
hin from‘Longford to Sligo Ga
opportunity of knowing him.

I fired at the accus

Jumped back into the porch of

OF

S

/

EVIDENCE
case of

HRULEY, BALLINALEE, COUNTY LONGFORD,

No. Company.B.I.C. Depot, Dublin,

, County Lpngford on the 7th

t about 16-00 hours I left the

t Inspector McGrath and four
Kilshruley and the District Inspector
of Anne Martin Kilshruley. I was a
nd the rest of the patrol were a few
ccused John McKeon, who I now

in full view of me and point a
Officer and fire it. - The Officer
utter. This was about 17-00 hours.
shoot the Officer, as I was only

ow the gccused well. I saw the

about 12 months ago and escorted

ol on the train, so I had a good_

ed with my rifle, but the accused

the house. I then saw him throw

out one bomb which exploded b
automatic or revolver from be
shots, but as he could not se
round to the back of the hous
accused run from the front of
the hills away from the road.
he continued to run and I fir
came gcross my front and fire
shouting "Come on you

bloody

five or six shots at him and

ehind me. After that he thrust an
hind the door and fired several
e, the shots missed me. I went
e and when I got there I saw the
the house in the direction of

I called upon him to halt, bhut
ed at him. He veered round and
d Three or four shots at me ¢
whore®. At the same time I fired

he ran'towards th
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about 30% or 40X away from him when I fired these'shots. It
was dusk at the time and we fired at one another until it was
dark when I gave up the chase. I then returned to the cottage
and found the District Inspector dead his revolver at one side
and his flash lamp at the other. There was a big pool of
blood under him and he appeared‘to have a wound in the neck.

I remained in the vicinity of the cottage from 17-00'houfs

to 19-00 hours and at this hour I returned to Ballinalee
Barracks. At about 20-90 hours I returned to the cottage
searched it and found & ledger containing the entries relating
relating to business done by|the accused as a'blqcksmith. I
found it in a tin box in a bedroom at the back of the cottage.
Crosg-examined.
Q.- How far were you from the door ﬁhen this person alleged

came out?

A - A few feet.
Q - How many shots did District Inspector NcGrath fire?
A - He fired no shots. '

Q - What is the length of a Lee Enfield rifle?
A - I do not know the length|of the rifle.

Q - Is 1t not 3!.6" or 3t , g%¢
A
Q

-

- I could not say.

- If you are only three feet away from the door would not the
point of the rifle be in my ribs?
A - If you remained in the position you took up when you shot

the Officer I could reach you with my rifle.

Q - How many shots do'you allege I fired at thils time?

A - Five or six shots.

Q@ - What were you doing when |I fired the fivé or six shots?
A - I fired one shot at you and my rifle got Jammed.
. Q@ - Then I stood long enough |for you to fire?

A -

No you did not stand long enough for me to fire.




B

15t Witness Q.- How long does it take a man to fire five or six shots
(contd.)
" out of revolvers?
- A - According to the rate or|speed you like to fire. You
could fire five or six shots|in as many seconds.
R -~ If I had time to fire five shots as you allege would

you hot have time to fire one?

A - Yes if I were ready.

(Sgd) Sgt.

2nd Witness. Constable of R.I.C. , having been

duly sworn states:--
I was one of a patrol which left Ballinalee Barracks at

about 15-00 hours on the 7th. day of January 1921.

We proceeded to Kilshruley and went towards the house of

sonmebody ecalled Martin. We approached the gate and

Sergt. opened it and the District Inspector MeGrath
. entered. The D.I. went towards the door of the house with
Sergt. about two paces at the most behind. I was

about 5X or 6X behind him. i was looking towards the window
of the house when a shot was fired from the doorway and the
D.I. spun rounﬂ and fell on his face. Sergt. _____ was just
behind him about three or four paces. At that time a bomb

exploded in front of me and I|was wounded in both legs and

blinded by the flash. I saw Sergt. disappearing round
the corner of the house. I fired at the doorway. I then

went to the D.I. and saw that|he had been wounded in the

throat. I looked up and a shet from the doorway splinteréd
the stock of my riflé. I heard shots coming from the
- direction which-Sergt.,____ had taken.
Q - How long would it be before D.I. McGrath went in the gate
until the shot was fired?

A - About five or seven seconds.




Q -

when the shot was fired?

_ﬁ-

How far were D.I. McGrath and Sergt. from the door

A - Between three and four yards.

Q - How far would that give Sergt. _ from the door?

A - 6% or 7 yards.

@ - You saw no person fire shots.

A - No.

Q@ - How many shots were fired out of the house?

A - T heard one. '

Q@ - What sort of a "row" had|you at the gate?

A - lione at all. We may haqe been speaking.

@ - Did you see Sefgt. —_— %ire?

A - T saw him preparing ti fire just as the flash of the bomb
went.,

Q@ - When did you fire? |

A - I fired just when I leaned against the wall.

Q - When you fired was D.I. McGrath down?“‘

A - Yes, he was down.

Q - Did Sergt. ____ fire at all then?

A - He may have simultaneously with the bomb going off.

Q@ - Where did the bomb burst?

A - It burst betweén the door|and the window opposite where I
was standing nearly a yard out from the wall of the house.

Q - Sergt. _____ was then between you and the door?

A - He was on my right and to|my front.

@ - Conseguently he was more out from the door?

A - He was more out from the door than me.

3 - Did the bomb burst between the two of'you?

A - Yes, between the‘two of us but direetly in front of me.
Q - How far would you and Sergt. ___ be apart at that time?
A - About 3% yards.

@ - Were you the only one wounded?

A - Yes, but Sergt. __ had earth and stones thrown round him,
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2 Witness @ -~ Had hea dug out round him?
(contd)
A - No, he had no dug out round him.
: Q - Is Sergt. ____ still alive?
- . A - He 1is. |
(5gd)
3rd Witness. Constable R.I.C., Longford having been duly sworn
states:- |
. I was stationed at Ballinalee| Police Barracks on the Tth.
day of January 1921.

I was one of a -patrol which left the Barracks on this date

at about 16-00 hours and proceeded to Kilshruley.

We proceeded to a labourers cottage. I believe it belongs to

a Miss Martin. The Distriet Inspector and Sergt. were

leading. The District Inspector approached the doorway of
the cottage. As he got to the doorway I saw a tall man opén
the door and shut it again. He appeared to‘have a beard
which was not a thick one. The door was again slightly opened
and I saw a man's arm come through with a revolver. There
were some shots and the D.I. fell; As I rushed towards him

a bomb was throwﬁ and exploded| in front of me.

When the shots were fired I wab about 10%or 11% from the
Distriet Inspector. I saw Sergt. _____ go to the back of the
house and I heard firing which|seemed to come from that
direction.

J assisted Constable back to Barracks

after firing in at the windows |of the house.

Cross-examined.

Are you a member of the R.I.C.?

Yes.

Are you aware that you are now on your oath?

I am.

Q
A
Q
A
Q

Why do you not say like a man I bolted and I know nothing
l
about the thing. '



QFh Witness.

5th Witness. Sergt.

~6L

A - I did not bolt, and I have spoke the truth.

(8gd)

been duly sworn states:-

I am a medical practitioner at

Ballinalee.

of Ballinalee Co. Longford having

In consequence

of information received I proceeded to the house of Miss

Martins at Kilshruley the Tth

day of January 1921.

I saw

the body of a man whom I did not know lying partly face

downwards. already ext

a few seconds with the aid of a bicycle lamp.

small wounds, one on the right

of the neck.

inet. I looked at the body for
I saw two

and the other on the left side

I did not Yook for amny other wounds, or make

any other examination in any form. The body was then

removed and I never saw it again.

Cross-examined.

Q@ - I found the body dead and I could do nothing for him,

so my concern with the case ceased then.

R.I.C

sworn states: -

I remember the 2nd day of March 1921.

party of Police at Mullingar Ra

now present was taken from the

having been duly

I was present with a
ilway Station. The accused

train. He was handed into

my charge and when proceeding from Mullingar Railway Station

to Mullingar Police Station he
wounded and recaptured. He was
Station where he asked for the

arrived and attended to him.

attempted to escape was
i then conveyed to the Police
priest and Doctor. They both




5th Witness
(contd.)

' He said

7

After the Priest and Do

apparently in a dying conditi

"T gshot D.I. McGrath!

ctor had left the accused who was
on made a statement in my presence.

I was in a cottage near my

Mother's house at Ballinalee|{when the D.I. and five police

came into the Street. The D

I opened it and when I saw it
with the revolver I had in my
I had in my left hand at the
one whom I know. I then es¢

and kept firing at me, When

away and I went out to the D

contrition in his ear as I knew he was a Catholic.

leader of the ambush at Balli

blown up et.
police
in en killed
6 nder ut they ke
re ed. One of the remaini

he leader as he wanted a car

stepped forward and said "I
them and‘put them on a Crossl
I had the eleven men at my me

they were unarmed.

Cross-examined.

.I. knocked at the door.

was the police 1 shot the D.I.

right hand and threw the b

police and they ran away exc

aped and one policeman followed

his ammunition was gone he went

I. and whispered an act of

I was

nalee where the Auxiliaries were
After the mine exploding and the

and wounded I called upon the remai-

pt firing for some time and then

ng Auxiliaries asked ﬁho w

to take the wounded to Longford.

am Commandant McKeon and disarmed

ey and sent them to Longford.

rcy and would not shoot them as

Q - Before I made this statement as alleged by you you admit

I was in a dying condition?
A - Apparently dying conditiag

Q - Were you present?

A - I was.

@ - Did you see me struck by
murderer?

A - I did not, neither were y

e

a policeman and called a

oa.

Q - Did you see a revolver stuck up into my face?




5th Witness.
(contd). :
. A - I d4id not, neither was there.

Did I make any mention of Arbar Barracks?
A

No, not in my presence.

° Q
Military Barracks?

Did T ask you to convey any message to 0/C Athlone

A - No, you did not.

Q - Did you warn me that this| statement would be used in
evidence against me?

A - No, I d4did not.

€ - Is it not usual to do so?

A - I woul k so to an apparently dying-man.

(Sgd)'

&th Witness.

Constable - _R.I.C. having been

duly sworn states:-

On the Zhd daj of March 1921 T was in the day room at
Mullingar Police Barracks when the accused John Joseph Mcgeon
was brought in. He stéted in "'my presence that he wés the
man who shot District Inspeétor McGrath. I was in a cottage
nexp my Mother's hﬁuse. The D.I. and 5 Pollice came into
the Street. The D.I. knocked at the door. I went and opened it,
and I saw they were Police. I} shot thé D.I. with the ;evolver I
had in my righp hand. I had albomb in my left hand which I threw
out at the Police 1in the street and they ran away. I escaped and
. one policeman whom I know followed me and kept firing at me.

When his ammunition was all gone I came back and whispered an

act of contrition in his ears.| I.knew he was a Catholic.




6th Witness.
(contd)

»

- Tth Witness.

. Cross-examined.

Q - You were present when I was taken into the day room?

A - Yes.

Q - Before I made this statement did you strike me in the

face and call me a murderer?

A-NO.

revol

Q - You had a revolver in you

A-NOO

(Sgd).

lver into my face?

3r hand that night?

Constable.

‘R.I.C, having

been duly sworn states:-

On the 2nd day of March 1921

at Mullingar Railway Station,

'I was witn a party of Police

who searched the train

~arriving from Dublin about 21-00 hours. A number of male

passengers were lined up on the platform amongst whom was

the accused now present who I identify. He said his name was

Smith from Aughnacliffe, County Longford, that he went to Dublin

on Monday on holiday. and was

going to Edgeworthstown. I heard

a policeman who was present challenge him as being McKeon of

Ballinalee.- He denied he was| and said we were making a mistake.

He was marched off towards the Police Barracks and on the

way he attempted to escape.

further on he said "I made a

He was wounded and recaptured and

soldiers attempt to escape®

and failed. Further down the| street he said I know I am for a




7th Witness.

(contd)

A - YeS-

firing squad anyway" and in the Barrack-Yard he said "I am

done. Get me a docfor“. A|Priest énﬁ a Doctor atteﬁded him and
some time after they left I went into the day-room. The accused
was apparently very weak and {in a state of collapse and was '

making a statement to the police who were round him. 1 heard

‘him say "I had a revolver in \my right hand and a bomb in my left.

I fired ét him and he fell, Gilbert fell and he was not nit

at all. I flung the bomb and made for the ditch. They ran away.
I went I knew he was a Catholic, and although
I act of contrition in his ear before
ime the accused had his eyes closed and
spoke in short disconnected sentences and appeared to be in
pain, having to stop frequently. He also said "I suppose you
will use this as evidence, but I don't care, 1 fought the
Auxiliaries too and beat them|jbut one thing I did I wouldn't
allow the wounded to be killed". I will not .swear that these
statements were his exact.wordé, but they are the subgtance

of what was said by the accused.

The accused got weak and lay baeck against the wall and 1 left.

Cross-examlined.

Q - Some time elapsed between |the Priest going out and the

time you came into the day-room.

Q@ - Have you been aware of any, abuse to me whilst in the
day-room during the period from the Priest golng to your
coming in.

A - No.

(5gd)




Eighth
Witness.

, R.I.C. of having

been duly sworn states: -

"I remember the 2nd March 1921, 1 was stat;oned in Mullingar.

i accompnaied a party of Polilce to Mullingar Railway Station.

On the arrival of the 9-0 p.m. train from Dublin a number of
male passengers were searched oa the platforﬁ. One of the
passengers gave his name as Smith from Aughnacliffe; but I
recognized him as being John J. McKeon from Ballinalee, the
accused now present. I remember séeing him some years ago

in Longoford. He was handcuffed and we proceeded with him in the
direction of arracks. He|made a determined attempt to

escape ded|and recaptured. On the way to the

e and said you're right, I am the man,

pt to éscape and failed. I know I am for
a firing squad anyway. He was then brought into the Barracks
and the Priest and Doctor arrived and miniétered to h;m. ‘After
the Priest and Doctor had.left-the accused who was reclining
against the wall in the day-room, made the foilowing voluntary
statement - "I shot D.I. McGrath. I had a revolver in my right
hand and a bomb in my left. I fired at the D.I. and he fell.
Another Constable fell near him, but he was not hit at all. I then

got behind a diteh and kept firing on the obhers and they ran away.

I'got over the ditch and went to where D.I. McGrath _

was lying and whispered an .actj of contrition in his ear. I knew
he was & catholie. I did it although I was his enemy". He

also said that he had fouéht'the Auxiliaries too. Théy were brave
men and I d4id not allow the wounded to be ill-treated.

Cross-examined. ' . _ ,

Q - Did I not say I have been before the firing squad anyhow
I have made & soldier's attempt and failed. S
A‘.\ - NO. N !

@ - Did you not prevent a Constable from illtreating me?

A - No. I saw no one attempt to ili-treat you.

|



8th Witness.

{Contd).

9th Witness. _ ) ;

found .

10th Witness.

murder?

g - Did you hear me called a
A - T certainly did not. -
(Sgd;)

R.I.C., having

been duly sworn states:-

"T remember the 2nd March 1921.

a party of Police from Malling

Railway Station.

 After the train had been seare

standing on the platform with

heard hi ‘ e

broke away from the escort.

was not McKeon.

On that date I accompanied
ar R.I.C. Barracks to Mullingar

The Police held up the train and searched it.

hed, I saw the accused now present
a number of Police around him. I
I agssisted

about half-way between the Railway

He was

aptured and conveyed to the Barracks where it was

that he was suffering from wha

in the right breast. The Doct

afterwards and attehded to the

appeared to be in a very serious condition. -
great pain and could not sit down.
a half standing position in the day-room.

he made the following voluntary statement.

The poicemaq who was with him
himself. I had a revolver in
After the D.I. was shot I ran
position from which I kept up
they went away. I afterwards
with him until he died.
whispered and I wﬂispered the

(

{7

The accused declines t¢c ¢ross-

Sergt. R.I.C.,

having been duly sworn states:

M1 remember the night of the 2nd March 1921.

t appeared to be a gun shot wound

or and Priest arrived shortly
accused. The accused then

He was suffering

I assisted to kKeep him in

While in that position
"D.I. McGrath fell.

did not wait to be shot, he fell

one hand and a bomb in‘ghe other.

behind the ditch and toék up a

a fire on the rest until

returned to the D.I. and remained

He knew he was a Catholic and I

act of contrition in his ear".

igned)

examine this witness.

County Westmeath,

) -

I was in charge

of the Police guard over the accused at the Military Barracks,



10th Witness.
(contd.)

Mullingar.

I visited the cell of the accused

regularly during the night and on one occasion, when I

visited him, I heard him make

the following statements.

fThat he had led the attack on the Auxiliasries and he was

the man who shot McGrath'.
H
The accused declines to cross

11th Witnes's.

(8igned)

-examine this witness.

R.I.C.

?been duly sworn states:-

fOn the 12th April 1921, I formally arrested the accused and

" having

icharged him with the murder of D.I. McGrath on the 7th day

;of Januar
1

L 1
~"gtat }

h, -

™

s

ves 1is ofence.

-

CERTIFY that the SUMMARY of E
3
in the presence and hearing of]

sual legal caution. He made

(Signed)

3rd D.I.

warned makes no statement and

VIDENCE was taken down by me

the accused at Mount joy Prison,

Dublin, on the tenth day of May 1921, in accordance with the

;provisions of the Army Act and
)
i

have been
A

(Signed).

that the Rules of Proecedure

framed thereunder including Rule of Procedure (lic, d & e)
-complied with throughout.

----------------

10/5/21.

,Captain.
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* Marilyn Court,

" Union Avenue,
Salisbury,

Southern Rhodesia.

1%th Dec. 1955.

AY
Dear General,

= Herewith something to go
on with. I hope you can make use of
itP ’

I will send you my
comments later on if you still reguire
themne.

A1l best wishes for
Christmas from bhoth of us = Hoping .
to hear from you again soonl.

Yours very sincerely,

.Sgd. T.J. Wilfoxrd.




(2

’

(COPY) .,

(sent by air mail) 727 « L

22nd December 1955

Dear Wilford,

Thanks very much|for your letter of the 1'th
instant and enclosures, which I appreciate very much.

You are a bit offj the mark on a few points.
I will redraft it as soon as possible but, in the
meantime, I will be glogdd for any further comments
you have. In particular, what I would like is a
short story of your arfival from Dublin to Longford -
you will remember the 2nd February was your first or
second day in the county.

Craven's death was due to loss of blood, having
been shot in the leg as well as a neck wound and he
did not die wuntil after the surrender. 1 was with
him when he died - you have him dying much earlier
than that. T[Finally, I|regret to say that the death
pénalty on myself was notr educed in any way but
the Truce effected my rielease. I will be glad
to hear from you as soon as possible.

Every good wish to| you both.
Yours sincerely,

(Sgd.) Sean MacEoin.

T.J. Vilford, Esq.,
Marilyn Court,
Salisbury,

SOUTHERN RHODESIA.




(COFY)

THE CLONFIN AMBUSH

On a cold, bleak|day in 1921, to be exact on the 2nd

day of February, I together with 16 fellow members of "M

Company Auxiliary Divilsion of the Royal Irish Constabulary,
was returning to Longford from Granard when a mine blew up

under the first of the| two Crossley tenders. It was the

battle of Clonfin!

had
We had/our share of the "crather" in Granard and bthis

may have accounted for|our hilarious rendering of "Swanee"
which was cut short in|the middle of thesecond stanza by
this explosion in the middle of the road close to a little
bridge crossing the «......., river or stream and which,

no doubt, warned the “énemy“ of our approach. Nobody was
injured by the explosion| but it did have the effect of putting
out of action our MNo. 1| tender. This sudden stoppage
brought Nd. 2 tender cldse to the rear of tender No. 1
thereby giving our opponents a perfect target on & graceful
sweep of road with nothing but open country surrounding us.
The area had obviously teeh cleared in advance to give a

clear field of firing.

I was in tender No. 1 and swiftly took shelter under

the chassis, a manoeuvre| which was very short-lived for a

burst of fire came perilously near. Looking around for
better cover I crawled to a tree stump from behind which
I fired at the puffs of smoke coming from a hill on the
right-hand side of the road looking towards Granard. But
I was soon spotted and when the bullets began to come
uncomfortably close from [the other side as well I crawled

down the ditch towards the bridge and, finding no other

kind of cover, eased myself into the stream which came up

breast level thus enabling me to fire over the bank of the
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river. Because of the intense cold ..... I'm afraid
my marksmanship was hampered by shivering not because of
fright (save the mark!) but rather from chill by immersion

in an Irish river in{month of February.

Richardson (T. Hichardson D.C.M.), took refuge in
the river on the othdr side of the bridge. He waded under
the bridge in my direFtion and said: "carry on, old boy,
I'm off to get help from Ballinalee". With great daring
he cut-across the open country and although injured in
the leg (or foot) managed to get out of range without
further injury. He commandeered a vehicle at the point
of his revolver and onpdered the driver to take him to
Ballinalee from whence.cgmé reinforcements of the Black

and Tans.

As a lot of confupion existed, and I believe still
does, as to the differgnce between the Black and Tans and
the Auxiliaries I would like to state here that the
Auxiliary Division of the Royal Irish Constabulary was only
open to ex-commissioned officers of the Royal Navy, the

British Army or the Royal Air Force.

£o far as I canremember, only two members of our
contingent - myself and|A.W. Keehle, M.M. - went uninjured.
District Inspector Taylor and Commander Craven (R.N.) were
amongst those killed on|that memorablerday not only for the
Irish but for the English too. Craven,.who had been through
the 191%-18 war and servied with great distinction, was hit
by one of the first shotjs after his tender s topped. He
would not take shelter, as did the rest of us, and was shot
in the neck. He died brandishing a revolver in e ach hand
éhouting: "where are the|bastards?" I should not think

that the whole engagemeny§ lasted for more than 20 minutes.
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When our entire ¢ ntingeﬁt through deaths, wounds or
exhausted ammunition became ineffective and activity ceased

our opponents descended upon us. I was ordered out of the

river, searched and relieved of my wallet. I had dropped my
rifle but, unfortunately, the muzzle was protruding out of
the water and I was commanded to return’ to the icy stream
and retrieve it! I had also dropped myx‘eﬁolver in the

stream where it probably is to this day. Should any

souwvenit hunter ever find it I should be grateful for. its

.return, nor would I loolf askance at the r eturn of my wallet!

I was marched up the road where a rather unruly fellow

by the name of Red ..... .. (was it Donoghue?) roared:

"shoot the bastard" but Pean MeEoin (obhviously. the leader

of the ambush) said: "don't touch him, it has been a fair
fight". It was at this stage that firing was heard behind

us and I knew that the Black and Tans summoned by Richardson
vere close at hand. Here I might state that after all those
years I cannot recall whether or no Ballinalee Police
Barracks was out of action but I do know that help came from

either Ballinalee or Longford.

In this same year, Sean Mchin with a price on his head
wvas captured in Mullingar|{by a unit of the East Yorkshire
Regiment (?). He evaded dapture was wounded and re-captured
and finally sent to Mountjloy Jail with the sentence of death
hahging over him. It felll to the lot of the writer and a&.W.
Keeble to identify him as a rebel. As we were considered
@ighly important witnesses|we were ordefed to travel fo
Dubliin %p civilian clothes |under escort. In the course of
my evidence I brought out the chivalrous conduct extended to
me by McEoin at fhe time off the ambush and I hope this was a

contributing factor to his being given a sentence of 15




-

t‘; el .‘.;-'-.--- e

years.

When "peace'" cam in 1922 Sean McEoin and his fellow
rebels wvere released; I‘left Ireland after great carousels
with my former opponents, their ringing voices saying:

"who are we going to fight now?" How right they werel
Civil war broke out shortly afterwards and at least one
leader lost his life at the hands of his own countrymen.

I refer to Michael Colliins whose nephew is now a prominent

member of the Dail.

In the summer of 1 54, together with my Irish wife,
I returned to the scene \of the Clonfin Ambush to find that
Mr. Duffy waé still living on the spot. In 1921 his then
house was burnt down by {'unknown forces" the day after the
ambush but I found him very happy in the new house subsequentl:
built by him 5y an appregiative Government. We spent a long
time in each other's comggny going over the scene of action

and I might add that the landscape has changed very little

indeed in the course of the past 3% years.

Ireland, Holy Ireland, Good Luck to you and may you
continue to prosper under the able leadership of men like
General Sean McEoin.

Thomas Jocelyn Wilfordl M.C., R,F.A. ~ 1916-1918.
Temporary Cadet "M" Company Auxiliary Division
R.I.C. 1920-1922.

Now resident at: Tara Hill, Sallsbury, Southern
Rhodesia, S. Africa.
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Typed note on back of photograph:
Scene of Clonfin ambush taken 3rd
February 1921, showing mine crater
indicated by figure standing therein.
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UFON ¢HE yRIAL OF &

JOHN JOSEPH MoKEON Civilian
SHORTHAND NOTES .
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.upon the

| -3omi JOSEPH MoKEOR, Civilian. '

mocfgmm o

' CRIBMAL COURY MARRIAL
‘nbild at _ |
THR CITY WALL, DUBLIN,
ARSI I 011"".. |
T _ruesdayL 141;11 Jnne, 1921 :

8

triel of

SN

By Order of !.;!éj'o'g--&enerfql-(}

Comnanding Dublin Bgatrict .

Dated £7th y.

1981 .

. PRESIFENT:-

. i.
JUDGE

ADVOGAYE: -

&L

.F BOYD G B.’COH G.'D *-J'oo .Doco!‘,;o’ .



Ai:.ﬂ.:s&-t.né,'ti-'mi comenfsefa.' _ S
rha Order convenina the Court 18 rea'd; mar;ked x;; al gned
by the Presment., end annsxed tothe Proceedmaa.
) The Charge ‘Eneet and &:mmry or Evidenoe ara lai.ci before
~the Court. . '. C :
The Court eatmfy the-naelves as prevmad by Rulee nf
l’rocedure £2.and ?3 and alao tmt ~ ,and

qnd'

e are not avallable to serve owing to military duties,

ot o : by i i .
. . : ISR . o __“ L r _

T SRR SO ;Q,Z_Ltake their places as Memberu of the

»
R I P

Court, The Court alqo satlsfy themselves that

R ~.._has beén duly nommated by the

_ 'Lord Lmntenant anld oeruﬁed to be : peraon of legsl ’
4

' lmowledae and expewiance by the Lord chief Juetice of

nng:xahd, and haa been nominat.ed to ba a Legal Member

P

. | o of the cmrt. ! S
: The oertif:.cat.o of noinination 18 ettached to t.he /
Pmoaedings ‘and aigned vy the President, ’
of Couneel appears on behalf ‘of the Crowh

\ T MM@A of Counsel appears as Gounsel for the‘)

o
accused. |

s,

2119 above-named. Johni Joseph. ﬁcneon. t.he acmaee, is
brought before t.he court. :
T‘ne nomes of. the Prea dent and Members of the: count. are
read ove* in the haaring of the aecueed and they
| , zz';..' 9evemlly answer t9 their namaa. ' .
* | S PRESIIENZi~ Jomn Joseph NeKeon, o you object to be tried
o by me us Preament or by any of the_OI'fieere who_ae namas you-"
1 B . have heard read over? _ | -
' IWR ACCUSEDs= I teve no objeqtian at all €0 any of the court!

 porscnally. .- ge R R ff:

'S



THE PRESIDENTi- Do you objegt %o v. . - and &p,
... . .88 Shorthand ¥riters? |
THE AGGUSED t- Nos . |
T_he Shorthand l!_;gs.teri‘are duly sworn..

THE PHESID._EM’;w Members of

e Presa sre to unc%erstand that no
names afe-to. be:mentioned ‘in this case. |
THE PREBS:- Yes. - |
I‘he Oluu-ge Sheet 1is signed by the President, mrked
and en-exed Lo the Prooeedingga. '

o THE JUDGE AD?OGATB:-( The fo=lldw1n5" is the; charge sheet againét

you., ‘The Acoused, John Jogeph MgKeon of Kilshruley, Eailinalee
in the County of Longford, Ireland, a oiv!.lian, in chfarged witht
Committing a crime, within t‘he meanine; of Regulation 67 of the
Reatomtion of Order in Ireland Regulauona » that is to say
mu-rder, in that he, 4t Kilshruley, Bal.‘u.nalee, in the count.y of
. Longfbrd, Ireland, on Rh ua ry 1921, reloniously, wilfully,
- and of malice arprethought did knl and mux-der Distriot
Inspector Thomas l!oGrath . |are you gunty of not guilty?
'ram ACCUSEDi~ Ag a soldier of, h_gélridh Remb&:t‘cﬂh*Army I mve
\ comnitted no breach either of national law or international
lav. I admit no offoncehan;l I plead not guiltya

TI—H?.\JUDGI%‘ A'D?OC#TB;:_— Do you t;eaire. to apply'fo_r an adjournment
on thé groppd that-;ny of the Rules of_ Progedure have not beén -
cm\;{ied wii:h and t?aat you 'hive' been pi-ejudiced thgreby or on :
the éround that you have not h-ad suffi;.:ient opmrtuﬁity to ]

prepare your defence?

THE ACCUSEDi- No. S ’ "

T JUDGE ADVOCATE:- The Court dnd Jadge Advocate decide that

es there 1is a Shorthand Writer present 1t 13 riot necessary /‘l: .
comply with Rule of Procedure’ 831; . Cn meew
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Joseph MoKeon of Kilshruley, Ballinalee, in the County of

. COURSEL FOR THE FROSECUTION: May it plesse the Court

1 appear in this caaéffor the Fposecution and my friend,’

’Mr‘Bewley,‘reprasents the acoused man, ~ As you have heard,

‘the charge is ono of murder. - The accused's name is John .

‘Longford, and he 1s a blackemith., Hy s charged with the

murder of District Inspaot r Thomas J. ¥oGrath on the 7th
January of this year. Thi cage 18 in my view e simple

¢ase. The murder was not oﬁly geen and seen very distinotly

lby one witneaa, but tha man McKeon subaequantly confessed,

unﬁarairoumstances whxch oubtedly render hia confession

iadmiaaible 1n ovidence before you, to having committed the
iprims.

The facts’ ralating to the murder are these. I shall
aall a witness before you wﬁo is a Sergeant in the Royal
Irish Gonatabulary. He will tell you that on the 7th
January about 4 o'clook in tho afternocn he went to a house

in Kilshruley, the house of |a weman called Anne Mertin, with

. Digtrict Inspsctor Mcﬂpgth 7ho wes killed, and. four other
' Police Constables. You willl hear that they came to a gate

leading to the precincts of the house and the Sergeant opened
1t. The District Inapector| walked from the gate to the
door of the house follesd by| tho Sergeant who will he tho
first witness today and a Constable of the Royal Irish
Constabulary who will also b? cglled. There was another
Constable behind them whem Ilphall oall as a witness. So

that you get the Diatvict Inlpector in front, the Sergeant
next to him, and another wit o88, a Constable, who was
somowhat kshirf in the rear of those three persons. It will
be olear that the door of the céttage vas'aéan to open
before the party arrived olosp to the door. The man who
opaned 1t olosed 1t again quickly. The Sergeant will tell .




'doorway of the houso.

A Gonstabla you will I think o antisfied was four 1
-yards behlnd the Diatrietlrnapector.' He saw ggmethi_

~ of what nappenedg'ha WAS gtill furthar behind. The

Bay that ho sew the man wh shot the Diatrict Inspec

' rounﬂ and saw the Inspector fall. qo that the Dint} 4

zrevqlver or automabic pisto; or whatever 11 was he ha

as I have stated, £ired one ahoﬂrwith'his rifle, and

ydu that when hé'got‘up'cloae to tha door with the Diatrict

Q'Inapector 1n rront of . hij ha saw the accuaad man cove ‘to the

will tell you that he was then
in full view of him and quita cloae tu him - only a Pow

feat away we- and that he mhen BRW him point 8 revolver or

an automatic. pistol at thg Distriot Inspector whe was just
in front of him and firaﬁ - The Dlatrict Inapector spun
. round and fall on his face.- That happenmd somewhare’ about

5 o'clook in tha af tarnoon. Thé second witneas who §

of what happened and thn third witness alao fsayw som %

unﬂoubbedly Baw tha accuaad shoot the Diatrict Inspe

he was quite close to him, and you will hear that he

|
the aocuaed men woll ab the time o Ae I have atatad

wae A Polica Constable behind bhﬂ 3argeant. He can

i

Inspoctor 18 ahot; hehind him is the Sergeant; the Sé

} :
then firea at the accused ona ahot with his rifle. T;

shots apparently took no‘ef%eét_npon anybody. The Serj

4




‘his rifle jemmed and he could fire no more. Aftar that thal_~

Sergeant will toll you he Lent round to the hack of. the
house. 'Aﬁparently'tha 800 ed diaappeared from the front
of. the house and was not s?en thare any mora. Tha Sergeant

goes to the baok of the housé and almoet 1mmediabely meeaf

the accusad apparently run from the szde of tho house . andt o

meke off into the hills, The Sergeant pursued him firing
'at him as he went, The fire was raturneﬁ by the aocused o
man and they exchanged a number of ahota ab each. other.-
The accused apparently shouted at him end challenged himt.
“coma an you bloody whope .and thera wag o battle between
thoaa two mon until tha dusk:cama:down. _Thelsergeant had
a;so fired all his ammunition away and ﬁaihad to give up
the fight and'odme'badk'to'tha.house. Whib this vatble

:' WaS goina on between the a\cused and the aergeant aom?

diatance away in the hilla he aeaond constable who hdd been
behind the Gonatable who wa behind tho. q@rgeant assiatod

' the wounded Gonstable away nd took him hack to Barradis.

| So that we have the two Con: tablea away - one wounded and o

the othﬂr Constabla ‘taking him baak to Bavracks and the

_murdered Distriot Inapector lying aloqe to the house, Ths B

Sergeant gomes back to the house anﬁ finds the Distriot
Innpactor there dead. Thsr% was a big pool of blocd under
him, and he had e wound in the neck. You will hear somo

mbdicallevidenoe which will corrobarate ‘the evidence o{

" the Sorgeant. The Diatrict Inspector vas found there %n

that poaition and he was undhubtedly dead at that time The

. Sergoant. comes back again to the house and makes a search

there. Nothing of 1mportanof was found in the house and
80 enda the whola of the facba ralating to the ahooting

of this District ;nspectqr. You get 8 clear view by the

3
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T ,'%ergeant of this man while ho 1s committi.ng the aot. and
1you got - t.he Diat.rlot Insxlact,or k1116d in the pr-eaence of -
’t.he, Sarge_ant., 'I'hat. sh rt-ly is the case w!.th mgard to
‘that. | |

The case ns 1 have atabad doas not end t.ham. ‘because

Jater on, some time in MaLch. the acuused made a confession,
That happened was" this the accqaed man waa in the presence
-of'sémé OOnsﬁgbleé % Y shall oall them bofore you ‘- and
: yoﬁ will hear that he gavé a detailed socount of -the events |
‘which ocourre@ an .this day, the 7thlJénuary;' He explained |
ezaotly what ho had done and, exaotly whmt mlmtrict Inspector
YoGrath had dones You will hear at the time he mede this
confeaaion he was a wounded man - a man who had been saverely
wounded and who thought miﬂonbtedly at that time that he

was i about. to dde. He then in that state of mind made a
'_afull confession of the crime of the ?th January. He sald:

"I am done; get rme a doctor and a priést”. Afer. the _
'prieat and tha dootor had gone hﬂ appeared to bo very weak
. and in a etate of oollapae]. He wes raolining against the

 wall of the room in which ha waa. 'I'here he made a-voluntary

‘at.at-ment g:l.v!.ng this ooni‘elasion B2 the and the detalled

- aocount of what had happan d on t.he 7th January. It. will

oorroborata what the aergeant will tell you up 0 tha

lhilt beoause ha goea 1nto &atail whlah in my submicsion

ha alona. and only he, oould poasibly hava xnown. There was
" by him at the time two Distriot Inspectors, a Hoad Constable,
'_a éeivgefa'nf. and another Gons 'b'ie'.' A1l those men will bte :
oalled bafove you and thay 111 give you tha substanca of
what. the acoused said. I @b not know whether it will he
suggested that that oonfession was obtainsd by threats.

1 1t ia stggestad I ﬁould‘.ak;yoﬁ'to'considef_thla -
‘that 1f this man was really in fear of death, and I think
lyéu wi;l probably be aatiafiedlthgt‘ha was, it ﬁould bs

7
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any threats which anyorio lFay suggeat. were .made aga!.

~ wag taken in thise cmse & rumber of quesuona were Pu
" the acoused to. one. of the Lit.noaaes who gave evidena --;-'
-' the cade showing clearly that he was orosa-examinins ﬁ‘
witness on detalls of the fight showing from the ques

- instande,. in croaa-eminl

and what he was @oing when|he, the accused, ‘fired the)
or six shots. That shows clearly that he must have by

' from tha evidonce of t.he Se gaant. who will swear poai
that ho 'was the man who flrad the ahqt. which killed the

unlikaly that. any thraatdef violence: would axtort B

' gonfession from him beoause he would hava nothing to fear

- from t.hz'eat.a or rrom viol nce. “In my submission tho

accused hel:l.eved that. he raa aboubt.o die, and, t.herafore ’

he nade thoe confeaaion which he did in thia tage . It. B 5.8

moat. unlikaly that he would havs been at ali 1nf1uencad by -

The evidanca will ba thatino suoh threats of violen f:
to.him at that time, = |

That s naauy ihe whole of ‘the case, _qir,@..
a xa little signiﬂoant at when the Swmmary of Evs,q‘

any. aort. or. k!.nd were ma

he asked that he knew all about what had happensd. -Ff
the QQrgemt, who wi.ll g

Sergoant was. to him;-.as to, .hqw many shots were fired ;

the man the Sergeant saw when the Diat.riot. Inamctor ,_“ ¢
shot, . That. I submit with t.he confaaaion will be enoui
to persuade you’ that tha agouged - 15 ‘the guilty man a‘r ;

Inspector.. Subject to what|will be seid on ﬁis behalfR

by my learnsd friend who apr
to everything that ean be aa
that there is only oneconoluy

which is that this man MoKean gommitt,@d\ the murder. It |

may be that a member of the

14 on his behalf, I submit])

.[krigh Republisan Armj conn§

ars for hirm, and having

sion that the Court oan dre

§




'that ha is entitlad to ehoot Police and membera of tha

.crown Forges. aither 1n col

“submit. that.doos. not alter

ohamcter of‘ t.he offenee a

land I apprahend the laar
,iju Af nacessary.‘ I auhm

‘oonoluaion you can cama Lo

d blood or obherwise, but I

b :

1n tha slight.eat. degree t.he

iommitted by thia man in our law,

a Judge Advocate will 8o adviae

1t to th@ Gourt that thﬁ only

1n viaw of thia man aconfeasion

L ana tha evidence of the qengaant and the. other witnesa whom

1 shall oall before you is
| guilty of the murder of . Di
‘-n.the.7th‘January of thia year
of this case ._"a;_m. 1 iz:_in_‘now

o as shortly as I can.

L T

that the’ accused man 18 clearly
trict Inapeotor McGrath on
Thoae briefly are . ‘the raota

4 eall tha evldence bafora you

54

,_bav!ng

baen duly awornl#gives evidence as follows:--

THE WITNES&: I produce

A

the f‘ormal dccumnts, i’:lrst the

- Determination of thﬂ Compemant Military Authorlty, aecondly

" a King's Print.er 8 oopy of |

'JRestoration of Order in Ire

bhe Order in Gouncil under the
Land Act dat.ed the 13th August.

P

tf

1920, and, t.hirdly, & King' Print.er'a sopy of . the Reatora-' ¥
1°

: uon of Order m Ir-eland Reg

Pulations. (Handing dom:menta )

S j
‘ ' (‘Z‘ha witnass withﬂmws.) N BRR el '
. k5 T
(Tho Determinabion is marked "Y" and attachaﬂ to the | e
T Ty
froceJ

" 'SERORANT / m "

duly aworn is

Proaecution aB - follows:-'

YGBQ . -

You are now of Nb. 3 Company of thﬁ Royal Irish o
" Uenatabulary Depot in Dub] ' '

’ Ara you a Sergeant 1n tha

dlnga . )

48 called 1n. and having been
minmd by Counael for the -

Roval Iriah constabulary.{

. hY

L’-no




oW -

'? B A"—'_-Yea. o e T SRS
L Q In January of | this yaar +era you at,ationed sn Bauinalee,
. . *"-counf.y Longfom'l. LBl Yes. : ) |
o q On the 7th January n the afternoon a1d. you go fz-om .
A.’ o h - t.hosa Barracka at Bauinalee with a parf.y. _ A.- Yog.
' - Q What.time dia the party lo}avo t.he Barmaks. 'A'..:‘Ab:'::'ut’.- '-\.
el clock. | ' LT

o __Who was. t.he part.y. o ﬁﬁ..uﬂy'seif,' Diiﬁriot,' Inspeotor
'Hcarat.h. t.hree constablea and a Sargeant. Th.ere mwm

. - two Sargeants. thiee Oonst.ablas and lﬁr McGrat.h, the D I. o
: Did you go. to e place called Kuahmley. | A. Yes. |
._'Did you oome to a house tt}m‘e.- A. Yas.' S o
Whose houae was that, It lraa Anne Martin o, housa. .
Xa she any relation to t.hle man, the aoensed. 'A:.f ;I. h“e.

- oo ® o

| S meide- onquiries and it seems she 18 not relat.ad t.o e

- Bim.. o e Lo ;{" R
| | B 'rma JUDQF ADVOWE; You cannot t.en ua what. you have bean ‘ |

o TRE WITHPSM Anne Harun t.om ma haraelf thst aha waa no

© relation.. R | o
COUNSEL I‘OR THE PROSECUTION:. What. you have veen told w!mn

o o you have been maktng enqmlrias you ought. to know :la
’ not evidonco. '

D

You went to Anne Hartin s house. 4, ‘._!fga. |

Q How rar.from the road does her house 113. A, ';'.’u to 10
yards from the: road., -. l_ ) o | .
1s there any railing betwean the houss and the roed. . .
There 16 an iron gate going| in. - ) | o

Q, 1Ig t.hht obpbaite the house br how. A. The ond 'or. tho 5

~oottage faces the road. | aa o o ..

. Q D you ‘go through ths gat.e.. ‘A, -Yos. . .
'Q As you got through the gate what d:l.d the Pistrict Inapector

b . ﬂo. . A X opened the e.ate for hin and he walked t.hrough.




'_hDid yeu follow him.~;n~ ilféiiéﬁ,Q#;ﬁiréqtlyiép é}Q ‘
rTﬂTuwarda tha houaa.  5'A1 Yhs, towarﬂs bhe door.-.;;}
... behind. mes o f;..ﬁ-;f SR ,keh=‘ o ,@m :-;:f'ag
”ﬁ The Diatriet Inspeator has Bot through thﬂ gate end: ia

moving towarda the’ houaa. e Yas. &;i_,m,'-s-*
‘ Now Just doacribe %o the CQurt axaatly what you saw

"door and was turbing to go in’ ths @ oor ------T:

- 868 1t opon. E

- Q You oannot 8ay whether it waa open or Bhut. A. 'Iqéﬁﬁ@f
=i'1s a hnllway 1naide tha dcorWay, but thera 19 no porq_

:' 1,15 bhe ﬁoor on - tha gate aideof tha amanwagjor 161t nq

".you walkad huhtnﬂ tawanda bhs house. Just aboutﬂ
s feat behind; just enough room to walk hahind and ka i

' Did you aea the door of tha house yonraalf as you a

. hin down 1n the guttar. ol put out his hand like tha

:You saw the accused coma ta| the doorway and present h

Ware tha reat of the patiiel behind you. ;7 - They were

Y e -

.2 .g'._,_,t-w.‘_-_ et

happen. '~ A. The Dietriot Inspeotor walkad up to t

At ‘that time wag the door open or shut. Ay gI did

": “l
Is thara a 11ftle porah in front of the housa. h Th
»outaida-

the inside of the house. 3 ‘7 could: not eay whio‘
‘Bide the door is on, .; | AU
lhbuut how far behind tha D&strict Inapector were you

s

ny rifle 1n position.

'apyroaohed 1t.. , Ybs, I sould aae 1t.
ﬂhat happaped, -A. When the Offioer turnod to step
thé'doorwab'this mhn John %eleon £1lashod out and ehot

;(describing) end shot him down. I had a full view of }

/

!

 er9;ver or auioma%lc pistol and fire 8. ahob. A, Ybsl“ .

Abbut‘how‘tar:éway“W6uld you ba from - tha‘acauseé{whon




_' fimd. | AT 'wbuld" :

o o o > -3

.?1

o > 33‘;£5.~ i

R to tell us anything abo

tony

. Yes, 1 aaw hia~hand dart: ou

- \ " CE,

about 3 feat away from him.
W

With tha Diatrtot Inapacmor between you and thia man,. o

__.YBB- ;. '

,Ihﬂ you ever saan this mIn bafora - I do not wanb you .

where you aaw h&m. A, :.Yeas_,~

Dlﬁ you know the man by sight. ff-A;ginﬁ, I'knef tﬁafman
well by aight. L i"" o

.13 that tha man, the accused thsre, who fired the shot.
Yba, that—ia the man, .- [ T .

Have. you any. doubt about t. . A{- No, no douﬁ?ggt all,
-He fired ona ahot you Ba$ at the Inspeotor. .,4: Yos.
Was that all.‘ | AL Yes, : o |
'What happensd to the Inapector. | A. He fell down dead

7I1n tha gutter in my opini nj he never movad. ‘Ho-foll

down on ‘hia face. _
The District Inspeotor ha fng been ahot ‘ala you do. anything :

'youraelf. 'A.' Yés, I fired at the aocused.

_YmnMarum.=_m YmaMommmymWMGMﬂm:

'Ds.d you £1re barom or aft.er the Inapaat.or was shot. "

1 ﬁirad aﬂer the . Inspeotor vas ahot._f: , l

What did the acoused man & arter he had fimﬂ the revolvsr
‘or the ptatol - that you saw. - " He flashed baok
1nto the hall 1mmsdiately y fired -- becauae 1 fired at
.once’* and I miaaed him, L B &uck the wall 1mmsd1atoly ;"f’_‘:

overhead.

””Having dashad baok did’ you Eee him do anythiing elae.'f'

onge or twioe like that. (dgé-

?‘cribing ) *7-' f'- “.{,_;"- Ca

Hia 1eft hand.  A. Yes, & muat have been tha loft hand; |
it hou 1a not have ‘baen the right hand .

/29-'
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D

o &(

Q Just Bhow us how ha did 15._ _ A. Ha was in shelter
hsre, and I could aee tho hand going 1n and out like that, .

- and then thera was Y big exploaion of a bomb.

He was onryqur 1e£t wag he. - A Yes.

@ He threv something out with his left hand. A. Yes, he.

-threw out a bomb which oxploded behind me and then he
'bangad away again with hii ‘pistol.

Q Oould you see his face 1 A _Ro.

szing done somathing wit.h his left hand 1ow down like

that what happened. Ay There_ was e fearful qxpi_osioh :
bohind ma. '. - , '
An exploaion of what. - A, A bomb -- a few foet hehind me ,

Q '_I do not think i hu. you.' A. o, I found gsome tears

in my_aoat _aftamqrda 3, _,t.hah 19 t-he only eign I saw of anything.
A vepy fértunat@ thing fér wou. A, Yba.r

Q Did you see anybody hit by that bomb. A, T, I aa
notu | o . "‘.
qQ xR It. exploded behind youa : 'A. Yes.

Q@ What did you gee happen aftor that in“the doorway. a4
hand waa px'ot.ruding fz'om th doorway 3 there was an asutoratic
or B pistol in ﬂ. and 3 f‘iring Was oont.:l.nued for- 6 or 7
shota. 14 kopt banging away very quiouly.

Q  Of cours;/au heppened in alvery short amea of time. A, Yes._
In much 1953 time than 1t t.eIkes t.o el 1t, A, Yos.

Ia that all you sew happan by t.he doorway. A, That
18 all. | | -
DLd you turn round then. | A. I a4,

Q 'Did you notioa anything that had happaned to any or the
.Conatablea who had ﬁn&znna followed you. A, ﬂo,
1 did not notice anyt.hing

What did you do nez:t. - A,| I roared to the party to

F.a)

surround the place; t,hat. bomhe" ware being used and I went
round to the back of the houﬁe myself. -

z




P

Il- v

E ;: Qe
A

front of the houae.

Having got to the back what did you eee? oL
I eaw John Mcxeon eacaping from the direction nf the

L=
A

"How did you come to ' see’ that? A.IIt was when he got

1 = "‘"‘N'\-g.. —

":it_'away olear from the house that I aaw him. I could not

" see the door of courge from the haok but I _saw that he

Qe

A
. Q..
e

came. out eomewhere fnom ‘the front of the houae and was :'

'running away up towards the. hilla..

Did you. go after him?
1

A Yea, 1 shouted to nim, ; )

What did he do did ‘he halt? |
He -asd not halt “he continued to run and T fired at him, :

.Did you follow him? #

Did ha fire at you? !
i

A.Yea.

A.Yea he turned round and fired

a.bout three ehots at me.‘

T Qe

Q.

.Did he aay anything?
1
bloddx whore" aa he was firing the ahota.

Did you fire at him?

o ehota at him.

;l.Q,‘.
&
A

It was not very 11ght

A, He roared at me '"éomé,on you.

AJYes, I fired five or six

Did he get-away?“:'a.rea. right away ‘towards the hills.

at that time, wase. ity .

‘1t was not’ damk. 1t wae getting dusk. but there was a

fairly good 1ight.at the distancaﬁ\na was away from me.

'fAfter he' had run away 1nto the hills was there any more
‘firing then ? A, Yee, we continued the firing for 6 or
'6 minutee.‘ I fired ahout 25 shots at him altogether, and

.he uged to- turn round]and fire a few at me, That ie how

" . the firing went on. Ha was on the path. and I waa on the

“.'Q;

A.

: Qf
Qe

" rough bog and. I could
Qe

You gave up the. chase

houae. A.' Yea.

not get on very well‘

aventually and cama back to the

What happened when you got'bank"to‘thé nouse 7

I found the officer 1ying dead . nn his faoe.'

Distriet Inapeotor mcerath ?. A. Yea.,

Whera was he 1y1ng 27

I saw him fall in the

A He was lying in the gutter where

firat 1natance.

/%

N



In what condition was hd ? A. He was quite dead. i shouted
Mr MoGrath® to ‘him, & txmea._'ﬂ__ . o

%Q. Was thera any b;oo@ ? A, l; Xes.,the:e wQB~9!équfp§ol of "
, blbo&lnqar hia.chés?.: ' . . ‘ 1 AR

| ;Q. Did you notise any ﬁound'- 1 noticed a big wound 1n the Jau ‘

which went down to hie nLok.

| Q. How 1ong frnm tha time you gaw him ehot. wan 1t, until -you

| got back again ? A  Bix or seven minutee. or ammething '
2ike that.. T -

Q. was the Dootor there at thit time 9 A. o, |

Qs Re came arterwards. did he ? A, I was there until 7

| otologk, and.thenAI.want,Fway. : T |

Q Did you see the Dﬁ.-come S A Ho, but I found him there
about 8 o'clook or half eight when 1 sot baok.l

q Then 1 think you went bao to the barraoks=at Ballinalee.
yourselr T ATIt would be about 6 minutes past B then.
and I waited until 7 o'olqek by the officer keepzns [: 1ook-

. ) _.‘I-', M .‘ . '}“ L. .“.'“..‘. ) , ,.
Qe The Doctor had not come by then 4 A. No. he aame after 7,

out.

At © o'clock you went baok to the barracka ? A. Yea. ,
And about 8 o'elock returned to the house again ? A. Yea.
Dpid you seraoh 169 AL I earohed it _

Did you rind that hook there which you now have ? A. Yes,
1 found thie book thers (producing book)

B - R - I -

| Q@ I do not suppoae the Court: really wants 1t. Itlia.é ﬁort
. of ledger oontaining aoma entriea relating to the bueineas
of the aocused who i¢ a bl&okemith. There are some. 1etters
as well that you ‘aleo foun ?. '&}i Yaa. (producing donuments)
';gﬁ 1 pa#e not eeen thoae. Ju t let mbrlook at. them (Documenta
handed ) Unless ny learued friend'wants them ‘there is
" nothing in these letters- you want to call attention to ? A. No.
' COUHSEL FOR THE PROSECUTION:

1as80 my_learned_friend wants



-3 c"“'

fit 1 do not jsee any reason why: 1t ghou}d be made an Exhibit.

It has heen referred to 1n the: Summary ‘It ‘has nothing whatever

" %o do with this case. and 86 far as I can see has no bearing

on 1t. Do you want it?
OOUHSEL FOR THE nmrmncm- ‘Ho. | |
COUNSEL FOR THE pnosmc zons Hou found those thinge in

& tin box in that house? "L AdYes,

Qe Did you £ind anything else there?

“Ae I found & razor in the house..'The housé 18 kept by two

' women. there are no men auppoaeﬁ to be living in that -
moume. .. | | .
Qe I forgot to ask you. af e:_ybu had fired one shot at the

acoused as he was in the doorway what happened to your

rifle? A. My rifle got| jammed.

CROSS-EXAMINED BY COUNSRL FOR THE DEFENCE
Qe I think you said the houge belonged to a woman called

) Anne Martin? A.Yee.

. Q.-She is an old woman is che not? A. yes. about 65,
'Q. Nobody 1£ved 1n the house with her except another woman?
‘A, That 15 all - her Bister -a visitor. 1ike.

Q. You say you saw a man 1n the houee, named MoKeon? A.Yes.

‘Q; Do you suggeat he wag 11ving thera or was only there on

the run?  A. Mo wa$ there on the run.

Qe Do you auggeet that a man on- the fun would carry around

.with him a book- containing entries of hie trade aa a
Blaokamith? A. He han mnre thinga than that. he had a
'ijlot of . thinga belonging éo him; one of them was a road map
Qe So that he was on the run with a good deal of luggaga with

| him? A ’ B ' ‘

A;'It wae. an unaeauming plage - -

Q.,At any rate he had a 1arge book with entries with it in
connection with hie own bLaineas and a numher of letters

. w{th h}e.name on them 80 3t if he was captured it would

b3




4.

) give the Ccurt a certain prccf of hic 1dent1ty.' .

GOUBSEL FOR THE PROSECUTIO&

. Bc far aa the lettcrc arc

concerned I mcke no point whatevcr cbcut them.

© . mE ansxnmurz You have establiahcd your. point that the »
' - accuccd wac travelling wtth a 1ct of lusscse. |

. ! , .
GOUHBEL FOR THE BEFEHIIS When ycu 3ot tc the hcuce thcre wac ;

A

"L teddey
' 1c Bcre (Deecrihing)

Q.

I oo
S 1)
, . PR A
.
.

: f4f$,

¥ \ L.
[ ll
. Q.
. .
[
v

Q.

. ’{dccr wac open or chut?

| ‘7"the gate tc thc dccr?

Q.
.:qu;
L : : right hcnd cide? - whioh.way dccc the dcor swing? f_ .
. !

. p 1éé

ycurcclf, a Dictriet Infpector and four ccnstablcc."

YOB.

Ic the gate Juct cppccitc the dccr of thczhcucc cr tc one
Ay Thic is the 3ctc ‘Here and the. docr cf thc houcc |

ey - u-g;J s

When you gc through the gata do you walk straight up tc

. the door or is 1t on yo r right handor on ycur lcft hand. L

It would be cn your 1eft hand...
when ycu firct gct up tc

47

A Nc we did nct nctice that., f 

1t you did not see whether the :

The Dictrict Incpector wcc walking 1n frcnt of you from L
. .Yca.,g_ -
Ycu ware Juct bchind hin? A.Yec.,;

Wac the 1ock of the dcor on the 1eft hand eide or on the.

X cculd nct cay which w,f 1t cwingc.. -

You ccy the dccr wac cn Tcur left-hcnd cide? Did 1t cpen

*Tgco thct ycu cculd cec right 1n. cr when 1t wac cpcning
”'wcc 1t in the 1ine cf yo%r cight ac it cpgned? '
'1 “took nc noticc at ‘alls|-

Thc firct thing 1 eaw wac ucchn |
fire the ahct. : |
AuYQEc -

Jump outcide the dcor an
He came right cuteide th dccr? , L
wag the dccr open behind him? A.The door wca cpen bahind

him of ccurac. 1 did nct opcn anything in connection a

‘ with the dccr, the man lLomcd outside and’ fired.

ch far did hc come out frcm the dccr?




.A.
Q‘

. Q.
Q.
- Qe

Ao
Q.

e
- A

About a foot or two. ‘He expoeed himeeif fully'te‘be'eﬁot

Of. course- he could haw heard that there. wae ‘more than one.;
4 have eeen us- eomins up the road

himeelf fully and he Xriaw there

_man outeide? AHe ool
He came. out and expoee
were four or five men coming up the path? A.Yes.:
The Dietrict Inepeetor mnet have baen gquite cloee up
against him? A He wa . ,” _ _

Praetically touohing h'm 1n fact._e'i.n

He wae quite nears .. ' _
And you mnet hawe been:prectieally toudhing the Distriet :
Inepector behind beeeu e the whole dietance between you |
and the eoeueed was onl& three feet? A, Yea that 19 ao.‘
A good deal cloeer than I em to my 1eerned friend here?

Yes. oloser than that., The offioer wee here ready to ge

ﬁin to the gnnﬂ door ‘and I waa here eloee behind htm Juet

. !
-

Qe
Q.
Q.

A} Yee, right 1n front of 1

Q.
Q.

A.

Q.
A.

Q.

J giving him enough roem 1n front of me. 1;>_7ﬁfjjj4"

You eay the aecueed fired & ehot? A.Yee.
With whioh hand? A, I'could not say.
Did the Distriet Inepeo or fall ‘down®

in the gutter.

You were etill only th o feot from noKeon? A.Yea -
Eoing up to the house y u anticipated some resistance
and 1 euppoee you were repared with your riflee ready
We did not anticipate thing 1ike that. We were only
going by pure ehanee. t 1nk1ng we might find somebody ;
napping. There waa not 1ng againet him and we naver
thought we ahould get h m eo oleerly ‘a8 that. _
There was never enythi i euepieioue against him before?
No we were Juet going tJ ‘the houee on ehance.e o

As _you were approeuhing the houee you had your rifles at
the ready? ? .Ho. Wwe. were not prepared to fire but we ,Q
had them ready. E ' B L




R I kapt him 1n. ,

Q,’;M the dietanca of 3 feL;t? A.Yes - gi few fegt'l r.k_ex}'t." '.--'T. -
. hin'in. b:v t-he ﬂ.ring. I R b RV

o :,!" . Q,‘g'mxen the Dietriot Inepeutor fell you ha.d not very much t.ime.
o o -': tut ap rar ae ‘jou- coul.d aea at that moment. was he dead t.hen?
Y 'Yee. he fe11. dead. ol R .' R )
q,. You are quite sure he waa dea.d? A.Yea, he fall dead _'

marently. '!’hore was. no movement 'by him from the waw he "

-

S Q'.f 'I'ho ancuoed made his euc pa frum the front or the house.

......

where he made,hi.e eseape from;

(r‘
'0‘

, S went round to the baok ‘ '
R Q. How. far away i‘rom you wao ‘the pereon eaoaping from the front
SRR of the house when yon rn‘L t saw him? 5-30 01‘ 40 yardu. ,
O Ee would be ooming from the diraouon oi‘ the front doors. .
R "._,q,.-.l I auppoae he would go outiby -the. m little gate you’
} E"',."{ o : oa.me in’ at as tar as you could seo. A. He was going avay
- | o rrom t.he direotton or tho gate. | Lo
LR He hed 3ono out of ‘the front door’ e,nd either g;one through
' [, the gate or somewhere at ‘1 e: eide. . .
A. He got ,o.ut of tt;e.dqor and| cleared otr to the 1@!’1: and up
L ' ‘towards the'hillé. The, Fol*Loe would be at the gate.
P ... Qs You startod fo:l.].owxng hlm 1heAn‘ at a distance of 30 or 40 |
| ,' | : i ‘Y&rds? . AsYos, _: : . . | |
i Q. What wae he wearing? A Aong tov-coat- .

\; ' o Q. Did you not:l.oe mvth!.ng elsa a'bout hirn?
| | -_ "‘z-”Q,'_.""Otherwiue he was dreaaed much t.he same a.a ha 19 at preaent.
o ‘ A. Kuch the same. LT PR RN
| . | .5Q'.'.,:,You ronowed htm? A.Yaa. B
_".s : Q. _I supposa you never got with 1ﬁ ranse 61‘ e"-a;c'h"'u ther = Sr o
e were yon withi.n range? " Ae fn 1th:lu 30° or. 40 yarde of
éaoh’ other. of, coume ‘lie w'um be gain.‘mg a little aft.er

" ‘that, m:en x atopped to load he would gain and he knew

L the path he ms running on

/?

"‘6 I was on’ t-ha rough. He was




‘_. i B e

. banging wla.y a.t me and 1 was bans:lng at him. ﬁ"'.; '

By t.he time you lost. Blght or hm yon muat have been aoma

"._“dia uanoe anay from t.he oottage? A. 600 or 600 yarde- .

i : q..;

It would not be poes:l'bi e a.t any time after the Diatriot

) ‘Inepector had baen ahet. for t.he aooueed to ha.ve gone over

to him and apoken or sdid anything to the Diatrict

".'Inepeotor? A.Ho.

Qe

. Ae
. Qe

T

Because the D:latriot Ir apeotor you have told ua wae dead

Yea. as fa.r aa I cou:l.d see. _‘

1 any susgeat.ion 16 made that the accuaed went and eaid

' a.nything to the Distriot Inapoctor and that the niatrict

Al

Qe

. .Inapeotor wag. anve a.t thnt. ume tha.t would 'be all nonaenae

It would, bacause I waeg there for. two nours with t:he D.I.

It would not havo been poaaible for the aoouaed to have

" oome ‘baok. : A. It wou%ld not. If he he.d done ao I would

about 8 o'olook? A.Yee » I want to the Barracka with his- -

| '-'-have rired at him. o .' SRR o 'Z i e
» Aﬁ

: j-and the two women that owned t.he oottage 3 and I arrested '

However in you say he d d not come ba.ck
No. : ms mother and eietere a.nd his brother cama back

‘You to].d my 1earned frilend tha*t. t.he aoeuaed could not
) have come baok to the : ttage? A.No. R

?You stayed ‘there until 7 ‘ovolock I think you aam? Ades -
-You then went to the Baﬁ'raoka 'and” came baok to the houee"-' .‘

Mother and Biater and e two vomen b arrested a.t ‘the |

| .'.cottage with:ln eeven or eight yards of where the officer

. "I'wa.a 1yin3. I took them 10 the? Barracka ao ‘that they

v ahould notu tnuch an.ythi meide the cottage. :

. a

N

8o fa.r a.a yon know bwtuean ? and 8 the aocueed might
have eome ‘baek. A. Yes ha might ha.ve come back then

You have been aeked how I?ar the paraon waa awa.y from you |

) -when ha Oa.me out: from the n_'_opt of the house. . Could you

l‘:i‘-,h‘ ;9'0

.ok



8.

P aama man as the man th

Q, .

= e

say whether the man whE céméVOut frbm:the front was the
t f:lred t.he shot? A.Yes. ha '

was’ the same man.

'You have no doubt abou it? A.No, he‘waswonlj about o

30 or 40 yarda away fr m me’ and he turned round right

‘in front of me on one ccasion, that 18 the time vhen |

- he sald "come on you b oody whore®, Of. couree he

%

A,

- Qe
A

Q.

'Qf
A,

Qe

A

Q-

A

.q‘

A

Qs

;Q..

Qe

was trying to bluff Mo j= .
You have no doubt he wao the man you had eeen befbre?

Ho, no doubt

You. xn fired eeveral ), ote at him out of your rifle?

Yes, ; o o .
You éaid you first fired at him whern he wae in the doorway

of the cottage? -A.Yeé.

How far would he be aw' from yan at that tlme?
He would be about 3. fee .

How far? A A fow feet|e about 3 feet..

Vas he standing still 0 what wae he doing.

At the time I fired he

in a'flaéh. He Jumped back to the protection of the wall

s jumping back. 1t vas all done

That is why you missed Him, I suppose
Well. 1 fired as much to kaop him in a8 to hit him.

rotherwiue he would have come out and shot us.

That is what I was coming to. In answer to a question I
put to you you sald you ept him in by your firing?

Yes. c _ _

When you firet saw him;h came dut avout a foot from the
door of the house? A.Yes, '

Be then jumped back agai and by your firing at him

you kept him inside the Touse? A.Yea. and he only

put his hand out afterwands. |

Were you Just behind the 1nspeetor‘when you went towarda

L the house or a little to |the right or left of him?.

A¢

4 wae a 11ttle ‘to. the 1e' t of h:lm. 1 was waiting for
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"'COUNSEL FOR THE DEFEECE‘-

. THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: : Yee.
.COUHSEL FOR THE: DEFENGE:.-

Ay I came back about half-elght.‘

: "Ao YGB.

him to step 1n ao that I might step in after him.

‘$jQ. You'did’ not notice muoﬁ:about the door at that tima?
" A} No, T did not notice the door much,. until thie man loomed

out right 1nto the D.I'a faoe and shot _him down..;)il:”'

""gQ. ‘You hawe been aaked abo't what he 1ooked 11ke. can you tell

e ua at all what the aocuLed did look like. what was ‘the -

appearance of thia man?rﬁ

. . B
. " ; ' - “ ‘ . ) “ o

A Ha aid. not 1ook as trim|as he does now. he had his fawm

overcoat on. *ﬁ“fF"' I e | |
To clear uﬁ'ihé‘times,Vmay I.ask

another Queation Sir?

fou told my learned friend you left

: at aeven o'clock ‘and came back about eight,

9 .

lfQ, In your atatament you say you atayed there from 1vwoo hours

to 19-00 when you returned to the’ barracke and about po,oo

'hours you came back agai to the cottago. o

. h;'Ahout eight or half-eight.

C The Witneas Withdrawa

';lj.

i;a : f"-_ '- ;_~ 13 oalled 1n and having | .

been duly aworn ia examined by cQuneel for the

, o Proeecution ag foll a:-_” B

';'Q;-Are you 8 conatable of the Royal Iriah Constabulary?

A. Yea. ’ : . L s A X . . .
Q;¢Were you with the last Witneea on the 7th January of thia

IS

'“.year? ;‘ .Yea. o

Q;'Did you go with him and aeveral othera to a house 1n

'Kilahruleyv _ .Yes. _ e
Q& Vae that ahouee belonging o a ‘woman callad Anne Martin?



10,. _ Q. Did you get to the gat,?  AJYes. ‘ Lo
Q. Who went through the g te tirat? A. D 1etriot'1hpector

»McGra.th and Sergeant ! went through the gate. Bergeant

’\!-

Ryan openad the gate.
Qe Did you. follow them thromh? A. & did nﬁk %ﬁwﬁm‘ﬁw&ﬂa
Qe Wae there another constable behind you? A.‘I'here wae
Qe And.another one bohind him ¢ A.Yes. A |
Qe Going through the gata did t.hey 80 on towardethe Houae,
A Yes, towa.rda ‘the front door of tﬁe house.

Qs How near had matr:lot Inepeotor uoora.th got to the houae

when you heard anything.
A, Abaut 4 yarda from th doon;ay? ' \ﬁ\
e Qs You did not see anythIng? did you - t.he\i? |
A, At that momant I- was loolciug to my 1e£t }towards tha windows
-,II‘Q,‘.What d:l.d you hear? At! hea.rd a sht}q. v ; o
T, coum you teil ‘from which direction that ahot oauia, - .

:l

A, From the doorway? . . B

.

h!

Qs From the doorway of the houee? A.Ye
- q. You looked round I euppoae? A.Yes.\
Qe ‘What d:ld yon see? A.I Juet eaw with:the tan of ny right
.eye the flash from ’the doomay a.nd Juet then t.he bomb
- went oﬁ’ that was f:l.nng £from the doorwa;r. _
Qs Did you 1Y) anyth!.ng happen to :the Inachtor before the ,
_ bomb wq_nt 0L£? A. res, about half & hébond berore the
bomb went off .- | /)/ ‘ \ -
Qe That d.td you see he.ppen to the Inepentor before the bombd

_went ofg? . - .| - /\v\ N

A. I jmst t.urned round in time after T hee.rd the shot. and

the Diatrict Inspector apun rounﬂ and \fell on hie face.

Q. You eaw him do that? A.Yee: | A

‘- \

Q. Was that in front 0 you or beh:l'nd yoq? *A.In front of me. ,

" Qe It was very —o;l.ooe _t you waa it not ¢ ‘About 4 yards. :

it
. !
[ B
|
|

e —




o round into tho dooruqy
'>;Q.

. a
S A-

Vas. 1t the left cornor“or the right ? _ |
Paat tho tront and round the“top oornor of " the housa to'

. the left, - .- _f' coa _'.J;'_ P
‘Did you have a look at toa“d;ﬁprfotfxoopooﬁogﬁorier_ﬁhu&f?
In vhat oondltion wan hn“? :, A Apparontlyghp ‘'was |

"”dying. he was- ahot through the throat.;__.° \"='f:';_i'
Whon wae 1t thnt anything happened arter you went to tho

i . '-' Q.,l-
D, I, ? A Whon I npproaohed thn D I ‘a ahot ‘came rrom the .

u.i'Q-

-71t hit you I thifk ? T
_%And woundod yon 1n th

1the house ? A Yba.

Thon you Bay:a bomb

_ :' A, Yes." o _
leg 9 i A In both 1638. m'

Did you. tall to tho g ound when that bomb exploded ﬁ
-iﬂo, , otaggerd againo tho wnll of tho houae.;“-' :
, Did you uso your r1r1 at. a11 9 ;' _: N e |
que. whsn I ‘wag. againat the wall of tha houae 1 fired ‘one -

Did you soo anyth:ng happen to Borgeant Ryan ? A Yoo.
Juat arter tha bomb we,t off and ¢ waa leaning aga:nst tho--

vall or tho houoo - I 8. a bit daszlod by tho flanh and

the earth thrown up. « ?nd Juot as I opened my eyoa he'

'jﬁwao going round the oorner of tha houoo.

Qt
A

'-doorway and aplintered e‘atook of my - rifle..

"J;q; That. wao urtor tho Borge t had gone kound to. tho baok ot-

..;,.

-KI Juat sav that the shot wao firod rrom the doorway. ;ho

*-peroon 1nsids waa 1n the shadow and 1t being almoat

e
| A,
.

'.; go round the corner of tho houee and he dtaappeared from

aithero. ST :
' You heard some movement. in’ tharo but yon did not gee’

'1tw1113ht b o oould not aoo anything hut 1 heard aomebody 1n g

dn'y'bod&_i'?"' Co ) 'A'.'--_H_o. not dhtinouy.‘ L .‘ '
_Did.yoosaeo anybody after that.,running away or anything?
_35; .;-- . "':fjf"_ o

Did you see. what happenad to tho Bergeant ? A, I oaw him

JZG‘

flung from thn doorway ? A Yeo.._

sy

-Did you aee anybody oomo out or the houoo then ? A, Ho, but



ﬁjﬁ3ga
v._Q- | .
'*CQUﬁSEL FOR THB anEncm- T suggest 1t e uaual in theee

VIGWQ

ﬁfgi?

o
.;Q"
O L:.jbehind the 8ergaant ware you not? A.Yes.
Qe

R

o

PR

Did you hear anythi . from the direction 1n which the ' ,
Sergeant had gone? .Yee, 1 heard nise rifle being fired. -

You' heard hie rifle ut you did nat notice tha Bargaant )
Wooo ' L a

As the Diatriot Insp otor approached the.door you were' -

was’ the Sergeant walking bahind the Inspector or, how waa .

. he walking? Ao wae walking almoat abreaat of tha
' - 'f_f_“*_——*vwf“

"{Inspeotor.

B :g;

»

'On his left or on his right? A.On hie right.
.That would be on your right too? A.Yes.- g':"
LAre you quite eure of that? A.Yas.

,Court-Martial oaees that whon a witneae 1eaves the Witneae
":gAjchair he’ ehould remain 1n some place in the COurt. That :

”hae been the practice 1n other Courta Martial and I aee

*,that the laat witneaa as left the Court.

"' baCk. - .. .&

B 5',1eft when you.oame 1h by the little gate. A On my left.
R |

’ ' ;houae was 4. little bit

and on the Distriot In peotor'a right.'

Ce .THE JUDGE ADVOCA?: i 1 a geeted that that course’ should be

followed and I thought_he was 1n Cuurt. Let him ve brought

(The laat w1tnes‘ returned into COurt.) T

' cnassamxauxnmn BY COUNSEL FOR' THE DE?FnCE

Was the door of ‘the Co tage on your right hand or on your

Therefore the Sergeant walking up on the right ‘of the

District Inepaotor wouﬂd be nearer the houee than the .

:Diatrict Inspeotor? A No, the Bergeant was on my right

) s .

“When you were ooming 1n through the gate,the door of the

o your. 18147 A. Yaa._:T-

fWhen thoaa two men were walking up there the one who was'
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o

. Q. V411 you explain to

i e

was on the Jeft; 48 not that cofrect? .A.Bb.

e wha.t. pogition the two of them were

in?

A, Buppoae thig is the doorway of the house. We came in |

through the gate nore and walked towards the door,. The
District Inepoctor was on the 2ft of the Sergeant, about
nere and the Sergeant was on the Dietrict Inepector's

right avout hera. (Deseribing) Distrioct Inapector MeGrath

@1 wae nearer the doorway than. the gergeant .

» Then t.hey ware pot facing stralght towards the doorway?
A. They were on the left incline towards the doorway.

. Qe X£ they wore walking gside by side the one on the right

hand side would ve nearer the house than t;he otner one?
A_; Eo. the houae and tha doorway are on the 1oft. _
Qs I think I an correct o
THE JUDGE ADVOCATE I &o not think so.

. GOUKSEI. FOR THR DEFFMCE: It may be my faulb _
- THR msmxma- I have e a rough sketach plan here from

_ what has ‘bean said. Perhaps you would like to look at it,
This seems to be the poeition_(mplaining .gketoh to
1earned Ccnmael) .

COUNSE), FOR THE DEPENCE: I was putting the house and not the
door (To the witness)| 1 just want to gei the position a®
noar as I ca.n. The Diptriot Inspeator and the Sergeant wer

both 'batwaen you and the doorway © A Yos.

Qe Did you see the door ’pening the firat time ¥ A. No, X

eou].d not eee the doo opening beoause 1 wag nearer the

‘ wnll or the houae.
Qe You do not._ know from hich side the door opened - -whet.her
ﬁxa lonk wag on t.he 14ft of the door or on the right hand

_ 8ide of 11: ? A wo. )
_Q. The ﬂrat. thing you aaw waa when the shot was fired and
the D, I. foll. A, Yes. | |

Q. You 4ia not see anything at that moment: gnd when you came

a6

!
s
'
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i

:,JCOUESEL FdR"THEjrﬁOSFCUTIOH' ' The Patrol ooneieted of

':the Digtrict. Iﬁeoedtor, the Sexgeant. youreelf and three

-

Qe
4Q.
;’;g gete 1n front of you? ‘ A.Yee.
4y

B e

other conetablee? Yee._;- _
You went to the house of uiee uartin? . A.Yee.-';i
Did the Dietriot Inep ctor end the Sorgeant go through the :

Did yon eee anything 1eppen whon you got to the door of
the houoe? ; .1 afd, |0 PN

Q% What happened? A.Ae the Sorgeant and the Bietriot fyi o

-t

"', Inepeotor approached the door I eew the door open ond I

=en the dooiﬂzgg ehut agein. Then

'1t elightly opened an: a man'e*anm came out with a revolver‘

. in. Mo ‘hand and. thé D.Jo fell” . __:':‘,;:1{",

. Qs
- '[;1t opened firet end ‘
o _k a 11tthe ‘and ﬁhe arm ol;
1 ii'Inepeotor epproaohed 1_?
-'feot. ae I wae going t .erdo 1t, but when 1 did 1ook

A
'“S5f Qo
s

Q.

'.men at the door. 1t v
-.door ehut again.. Then 1t opened egain slightly. Juet
~enough to get a ha.nd [ t and the hand ‘came out with a

_Yea. ehote were fired.

You think you o&w the oor open end then ehu 'A;Yee;lhf

}ehut end then 1t opened egain L

‘.1.

out with the revolver.
.I Ty not underetend.-”'oo notieed the door vas ehut as the \

I wee not 1ook1ng at t e door at firet. ee a metter of

towarde the door I eaw the man.- The firet I aow wae e

' Juet ror en 1netant. end then the

revolver in 1t and ato ed the D.I.. )

Did you notice a-rwthing when the hend oa.me out?“ ST

pid you notioe anything hepoeo to_§hef§1etrloﬁﬂiheﬁeoto§}

Yon. . AR L o :
When? A. When the hand | céme out ‘snd fired and . the D, I.fell..

How far away were you Y. A. ebout 10 or 11 yarda. I oould

‘-not tell you the exect dietenoe.




16‘... ,

- Qe

Qo

Qe
A,

- Re
Qs

Qs

- D.I. then.--
Qe
‘D14 you ses h&mxfn&& that he was injured? - A.Yes, and

. - house,

Ae

Qe 1

‘. . A,

.
A
Qi
A,

»Did you gee- anyone oomr out?
3

You were about 10 0 11 yards away? A, I was by the gate'
p could ‘not tell you the diatance.

Waskthe!man you aaw! thia man. the acculed? A.I uculd not:

3, + -

Ceaye - ;ﬂ:»féﬁ S
Qi |
"As

Did you ‘hotice anything ahaut him? ,,“

Al I noticed waa tﬁat the man appeared to be unahaven;
that 19 all I notio d. I only eaw him for Juat an

. .“inatant and X could not recognise tha man again.
"ol Q”
: Juat'look odf'of:the door and’ go in again?
A.' l Y

Yhen you eaw‘him“gid you gee him do anything more than
That ia all 1 eaw.
Is that when you saw the Inspector fall?

Originally the. duor npened and shut again: and theu I

saw 1t open again an a hand came out and the D I.fell;
I heard two or ‘three shots. : FREE f. ' : _
That time you were by the gate? A.I was by the gata. |
Did you see the bomb explode? Al did.

Where were you then? A.I wae Juat going tuwards the

That i 8 the bomb vhich woundad the laat witneea? A.Yes

he came to me and tald ma he was wounded.

Did you seé the Eerge%nt go away round the corner. of the

Yes, 1 gaw him go to the redr-of the house, -
Yhat aia you do after'thé”Sergeqnt.had.gone.round.the
corner of the house? | - e

Arter he want round the corner of’ the houae 1 saw b o4}

‘the constable who waa wounded.

Did you atay in»frqnt.of;the houae?.
1 etopﬁed Jﬁst 158 the“gata;-f '

No I dﬁd not see anyon ,oomg oite

1x P
-y ]
’ ] T
LA .
o + N
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“17, . ©  CROSS-NXAMINED BY COUNSEL FOR THE DEFENCE

_ Qs When_ the. D.I. and the Se?geant' wez_-é' walking. up. tb"fhe.'
> | front of the house were they side by eide or behind each
| " other. . —.-w¥37'"_ _': | .'_'_ o A;, B
'A.'They were side: by, aide;'-_. I believe the 'Sergeéﬁt-v}aq _6#_'the
| _“left ‘of the n.x.{ I I O e
Qs The ﬂrat thing you- %m m;_a '- th; door opéning",éhd‘ aman
~ appear?. Adyes, | e R
Q. Round the oomer of the d&oi' or tﬁro‘ugh the apéniﬁg of
.the door. A.'I'hrongh
aoor open and. the, fl,

thé opening of the door. I ea.w ‘the .

or a man for an 1nst.ant and them
| ‘the door vas ahut ag in, I could not recoanibae the man
| '-_QQ When the door wae epeped could you ‘Boe right mto the "
houea.- Ao You coul.d not see right 1nto the houee -
Just t.he open:lng of the door, - IR
.. , ‘ _ | Q. Dig the man come righr. out in front of the doar?
: a A. Fo, only half-wa.y and then the door was shut a.gain.
.. Q. How mhoh of the man dde you see? '
' A. 'l’he whole of the ‘man, | S L 4:
Qe How 'wae he dreuaed? A.I cou.‘l.a not te:l.l you how he .
-was dreaaed' the whols th:l.ng waa only an 1nst.a.nt. L
Q. Did he co'i_ne r;gpt- m_ , nt of the door or Juat gtand 1n
i the doorway, J&.J':n' t:ha doorway., - __ '
q. He did not. fire ‘the fipst time? :gA;ﬁo. r .
‘ Qe "Ee went bank again and} shn€ the door? " AJYes, ..5_"
S Qi Did& any‘body fire at h the “r‘i_;'at time? A.Ho ) L -
i :?-'-»Q.’. :'It wae only after the ,oor’ ha(i shut and wae opencd again
. that the. first £iring -ook place?  A.That is so.

Qe ¥hat wae tha firat aho' fired from? A.From a revolver

e A. A bythemninthe doorJﬁis T
o Q;'That is. the one . wh:loh shot’ t.he D.I.? . .Yes. 1 '
Qe IVWho f:l.red naxt? Thare were two or three shots and
D t.hen the bod came.’ -, o ' | S
Qe \‘mo f:lred the two or thiee ah;jbé? .
30,

:
- ;
\ .. !




A. 'The an fowm ‘the dobrways e

‘Aq.‘Dld anyono on your 1do firo at all before the bomb? A.Ho

: Q. Are you porfootly e ro othhat? fA.Iiam perfootly
‘Q.'You.uoro in' a poaitioﬁ to see r@eihor_anyboo&-fireé or .
” not? AsYess S o

’ . ' o . . : { X

Q. 2 moan.you ware quitk oIOoo at the time? A.Yeo. -

Qs I take it that you W ara not expooting this sort of thing
.-'yo happan whon you 3 t o tho honse. You dtd- not go there
proparod to riro snt .the houoo? A.Bo,

Qe Whon tho reoolver sh t was firod did the man oomo out
. - altogether or did ho firo by Just nutting his' hand out
IA.”#not putting hie. han out of the doox. ool _
Q,'In oonooquonoe did ho, hit anybody? ‘AsHe hit iha D.1 ; )
Q. After that be d1d nodody elee? S
As The firet shot whnt into, the D.I. and. he fe1l. |

" Qe Aftor that did he hzt anybody? A.after that anothor

| 'oonotablo wao hit on the rifle by‘a revolver ohot

Qe When tho bomb wag thrjin d14 ‘the ‘man who throw it oomo out
C of the house? A.I di not gee anybody come out.

* . G Then the Sergeant rusnpd towsrds the Back of the house .

- . aa all the rest of yoy stay in the front? A Ve a4

Q. Did you see anyone’ leave. the houee?

1.

1
'
4

;

A;_No, T dld not see anyoﬂe leave the houoo. .
:‘Q. Did you soe the Sergeant dhaaing anybody away up country?
A Yos . X dld “{T.;“";, St ‘_f ISR PR -
"-kg.'You do not know how tha peroon got out of the housa 1f ._
| " he did get out® ,f AY d ‘not know how he got out; I vas
. -7" 'aoeing to the other con tahle who was wounded. : |
| 'rQ, Hobo&y could have got out of the front door an you'ware
quite close to 1t? A.Ho‘- ao a matter of fact I went out
into the road ano aav -to| the other oonetahle.

Qe Did the Bergeant gﬁve ordora to anybody when ho o

+

went round to the back o tho house?

_ 3; .



19, : A- ve had no orﬁere vhatever R f;'\ ' ':@ ”

_,Q;-You told ueyou wero - looking aftef the conetable who &as
'~ woundeds  AJYesd b : “} - "' /

Qe Is it while you WOre &oing that that a ehot hit the
conetable's rifle? | A.Ho, I\believe.it was - pafore.'zlamrl‘
not eure.:hut_this constable reported to me that he was
wounded and I attended to him on the road. & |

Q¢ You looked aftor him A.I 1ookea after him .

 Q.quu oannot tall us w ether you started to 1ook after him:
before he had his ri e hit or not? A.Eo. I cannot say

THE JUDCGE ADVOGATE pild you acttw.lly gee the D I. fall?

A. 1 gaw the D.I. fall. . s ?'

Qe Ybu heard the. shot 2ived Which eauaaa him to fall? A.Yes

"Q. Ie 1t your evidenoe that that shot wase fired round the
corner ‘of - the door by|a man who 444 not expose himself to
view? o . .

A. He. did not expose him elf to view wvhen tha D.I. was ahot -
Just the hand came ouﬂ of the doors . '

‘_couxsmL FGR THE PROBEOUT Oﬁ: Perhapa you woula ask him. upan ,

that what view he wauld have -of". the deor. whether he atood

-An the same place all fhe time"

| yTEE JUDGE ADVOOAIE:- Were you etandtug in the 9ama place all
the time? . A.Practically. I_went firsard Just at the
time the bomb exploded. R

" (The’ thne 8 withdrawe)*

EIN
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_g:' rroseeution ag. ollowe:-

rl

1/

A
Q.
A

Qe
Qs

Qe
As
.
Q.

Qe

Qe

Qs

,-cuuld not say the dist
Qe

. Q.
AA..

Qs
o - gottago.

Qe
A;
Qe
A,

.Q.

A

J%M, :

i cailed"in and'héving

been .duly eworn 1a

Did yon get a report
I aid. '
In consequanne or tth

I went to a place.

Did you go to a hous??
Whaae houge did you go
Did you find the Yo
Yes, 1 found a body

axamaned by counsel for the

IQ, Are you a8 Boetor prs ctising in Ballinallee? A.Yee.

1xq. on the 7th January of this year?

1

a4 you go to a houae?

e
o

'A.YOEJ. - ""
to? A.uiss Martin'e |

r of anybody there?

-Grao_

Of a District Inspec or? A.Apparantly gome offioer.

Was it the body of a

I did'pot.know_the man.

Wagz hé dead or slive?L
Wheréaéouta was'he 1y
wall of the houee.

Hoﬁznear to the door?|

About how many yarﬂa ki
at the timo I oo himg
You paid no, a&tantion

ng.

I paid no: attentian to

anything_except tho bohy.

Thie’is-q&ite & small

Can you say at all how
I 00“1& not.

istrict Inspector? A.I:do not know;

. . | ’

A.He wae dead whan I saw him
A. On the ground near the
‘AeA Tow yards from the door; I
ancae L |
Al euuld not aay. 1t waa night
to the door perhaps? -

‘the door; ;_phid no attention to

house, A.Ye9, a small labourer's’

long the max had been déad.

¥hat time wan 1t*when you aéw:him?

Avout half-past ceven in the evening.

Yhat wounds had he got

Ny knuwledge of the oase 1s\axtrenely nmeagre beeause I‘

only loocked at the bo

yith_the aid of a byoyole lamp,

33
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'Q{

'aecertain,what wasg

“You beiﬁgia doctor,

loéked‘at‘thé body'l;auépose to.

the cause of anth.

No, I was not conce

concerned to see if

'-1 was called to see

Qe

© A
»

Q.
A |
THE JUDGE anVQCATE:'?c

A,

Q. Juet above the shoulder.

How wag he shot or wounded.

Can you not tell th

‘I cannot

You_examined him?
1o§iéd at the body

L _raised the body Is

of the neck.
_One on the right an
That is 4t,

abouta they wera?

Down here, one on

to their localizatl

COUNSEL FQR THET PROSEC

on the'man.
‘ where the ‘body 1ay.‘
Qe

Qe

e

sgin.

the death was cause

I oaw

You satisfied yours
satisfied myself th
'CROSS-EXAMINY

Assuming, as I thin

ed by this wound or

rned with the cause of déath; 1 was
‘anything could be dona for the man .
‘AL could not tell you.

6 Court what caused thatiman to die

‘A.No} I made no examination. I sigply

for a few aseconds and as the police - -

t

aw two small marks, one on each side

d the other on the left of the neck?

+
i

B you show us on your own neck where

each side.’ (Describing)

A, YQB. but I paid-no attention
on. o o

UTION: Did you see any blood ? A. None

gome on the ground some distance from

(-
4

elf that the man wag dead ? A. X

lida) BY COUN%EL FOR THEH D@FEHCF
k you may sasume, that the death was cau,

wounde in the throat -

at the man was dead when-I gaw the body.

A. X could not assume that, because there might have been !

.other wounds which 1 d*d not eee. -

I am asking you to

i

take it as a hypothesie. Assuming that

would death be caused quickly or slowly 9 A. I know

nothing about the w

ound except that I saw the mark on the

1 do not know what direction it took,

&

C s

d by this wound or woumds on the throat -
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q.

|f )
-

”Aaauming one to dbe tho ontranoo and the other to be

A

tho exit wound woul that wound cauaa doath quiokly or

'falowly. I do not think that is a diffioult queatidn ?

lA It aoema to me to bo a difficult queation. It deponda

upon what damage wao done 1naido.

From tho pooition of it vao 1t likoly to do gravo damage

"of not ? A, It might do damage. and £1 might not do damage,

Take it that tho man died beoauao or it, was death likely
to be quiok or alow? , _ ' ' |
If 1t-sevo?eo a b;ood vessel death would probably be quick o

Did'horboar the appoarance of that having happenod ?.

AT cannot say. beaouuoo I 414 not examine thovbody for

. Qe

Q.

- THE

Q.

Q.

Q.

_that sort ot thing. 'I oniy lookoojat,the‘bodyfao.itriaythero,

in the 1ight-of a bioyole lamp. The body wae immediaiely'

removed by the polioe and I never saw-4t again. 80 that my
knowledge oftxna cage 13 oxtromoly meagre, . '

Have you any facts which would warrant yonrio giving an
opinioo as ﬁo.ohotherifho ﬁan was likely to have died inme-
diately arter the wound or some time afger. ? ALl havo no
facts within my own knowlodgo whioh would enable me to
Ba.y that, - _ _' ' '
Hothing rrom your qwn observation ? A, Nothing from my own

oboervation. ;’ L ' 5 ' fo

JUDGE ADVOCATE: :Did yoL haxe any light to oxamine the man

T

by 9. - e A s amall 'b:l.oyole lamP. '

)

You'di see tho woundo in the neok ? A Yea, I 'saw the =

two small wounds -in the,neok.
¥hat sort:of wdonobwoofto!, A; Like;ofomall wound 1n‘tha:
gkin, o o 5;5 SR : -. ) , |
Caused by'whaf él:*h Anything that oould punoturo the skin.
might have oauoed what 1 oaw.

Did you form any 1mpresaton as to 'hothor one of tho wounda

was a wound or entranoa And the other a wound of exit ?

I did not examine for thst purpoae.

iﬂj7
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k]
i

Q. Is it mot a thing you would 'noﬁ.ee at'onae A Not

neeesaa.rﬂy. Uy on:l.y oncern’ wae to P whather ‘the man
was wit.hm medical aid, and when I found he waa dead I dia.
‘not pa.y a.mr moTo attention to him beca.use X aaaumed there

' would be a post mortam | ater. -

of bumtng round the wound ?

Q.; Did you notioce any mar
A.'Ho. I ae.w nona - but I 1d not a.ook for a.ny of those things '
BY THE GOURTI Have you &v¢ r aaan a bnn.et wound ? Ae Yes.

-aince then.

Qe You had never eeen a 'ouuet wound before that day ? "A. Bo,

Idonotthinklhad. | o L

- Qs Could. you say whether his wound .réae,mhied 8 dullet wound ¥

A. Ne, I could not say that &t did. 'rheré were éﬁb small
puncturea .tn the skin of the neok and they might have been
‘gaused by anything that ould pnneture the eld.n. :

Qe conm they have been caused by a buuet ? A xt is quite

eonoeivabl.e that thoy mig t. but 1‘. could not atate it an

ﬁ faﬂto . s .

(The Uitness wit drm)?é/ L o
bs‘-c'aue'd in and khaving been
. duly swo ] is examined by connaez. !‘or the
' proaeaution as followst - .

: Q. You are & Serseant in the oya.l Irien conatabulary 7 A. Yesa.

COUBBEL FGR m raosmcu'rmm with regard to tha etaterment made
this wttnoaa. 1 do nat pPropose,
jend will aay. to mmine

on the Bmmnary of Evidence

apart from what my leamed
hin upon it until the polnt \where he teua the Btnry about.
“the oon:reaaion. But if my l!eamed friend wants the rest
~.ef 11'. I will take the Witnees right through hi.s atatement.
COUNEBL S‘OR m DEFEECE? I wonld prefer the whnle etatement.

_ GOUNSE!I- TFOR THE PROSECUTION: Yery wen. (To tha ’a'itnees) ’

~ 'On the 2nd ua.rch of this year were you praaent with a_ome
~ Police at Mullingar aailwaar tation ¢ A. I was,




2 Qs Did you see a man there ;hém you kﬁew.?A Ae I did-
Q
Qe
Qe
Ae

Do you aee him hera now 7 As ’Iea, he .'m now praaenh
¥hat is his name ¢ Av ’ ' '
Juat £él1 us how you ¢

VKeon. - o

[ to sée kim on the.t day ?

b ¢ wag preseént with the p uce &t the Ra.ilway atat:l.on when he
wag taken from a oarriaglp and handed 1nto ny oharge. ‘_I" :

., was placed as his escort|to convey him to thé goz.ice Station

and when going to tho Pol.ice gtation he a.ttempted to eeaape.

. and he was’ woumlea and re ~capturad. - ' o
Q. ima you sge that happen urself ? ° A 'Tee. | dfd. I wa.a .
| yraotieany the ﬂrat wp [to him aftor he hw& been woun@ed.
Tell us what happoned xr
then taken into the i»d:::‘: 3tation and he asked for o
" priest and a Doctor. ' ' |
" Qe Where was ho wounded ? A, He was ;eioundea in tﬁé'ﬁréaét.
Q. By a rifie shot 7  As By| He via¢ taken
" in to the Police Gtation hen and he asked for 2 Priest and
| a Dootor and they were brgught and -a_!;tended to bin immedie
ately. : B o | |

Qe ho wae reeapturad ? As. He was

a revolver Sho'i,-

Qe

Qe

; paregﬁiy'in a dying conditian at the time,
Q. Whide the Pricet and the D

Did the Doatcr attend to h

_Did he drass hie wounds ¥

Him 9. A. Yes, the Docto? attended

Die tha prieet Bae him ?
rouewing at.atement to me

‘A. Yea, he dressed his wounds,
.. ‘He 4id.  He then made the
d to all the othow po).;ce

who were present. but I took 4t down as I was ths &meanf..
Q4 He mide & voluntary statemént te you then. % A. Yes, after

the Priost and the Doctor

Ao HOO

aone.

Oi‘ omame he wae ape.

. l

ator \vere there nothing ha;pened ?

‘.5

Q. It_was not until efter they‘ had left that he made a otatement ?

.

As That is B0,

r

‘R» Vas ho in bed ¥ A. ¥o, he +as si%‘bing on & form near the

.'37
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“Q,‘?ell us a 1ittle more beut that ? A. He waaiver&-pa;e.
Qe Did ho speak dletinotly, ~A. Ho opoke distinotly, tut in

COUNSEL FOR THE DEFENCE: Yes, I prefor it all. R
THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: It 48 g

COUNSEL FOR iam_?nosmcuwgbn:

" window in the Bay Rooms .ﬂéfwaérthen aﬁﬁaréntlyfin a

" dying condition,

'
R
- .

a weak voloa.

" Qe Yhen the ?rtest and th noctor had gone did ho aay anything

. $0 you or to aayhody whq wan there 7. : ,

Ai Ho said. °1 ahot D.I. Mn,rathu 14 waa 1n a oottaua neay my
mother!s houae,when';.e w the Police coming om the straet,
I'had.a revolver in my right hand and a bomb 1njmw iaft.

| When the D.I. knocked at the door I opened 1t slightly,

f and with the revolvar I had 1n.my right hnnd I ehot the

D.Y. and than threw the |bomd at the Police who,wpreiin!

way.® He then said, "I,ésoape&
lawed'apd'keph firing at mes -/
as gone he went amay'and 8 4 went

the atreet and thay ran

and ono of the palica £

Then .all hio ammuniticn

aut t0 where the Dels va! dying on the gtrost, and whieparea

an ot of contrition in. 13 ‘ear as X knew ha wag a. cathalio.
GGUNQEL EOR THE PRQSEOU?IOH Do ypn ‘want the rest of_thiﬁ ¥

t

i

COUNSRL FOR THE PROSECUTION: Go on with the statement ho made

1] you ‘on’ the 2n4, March. : . e
te clear you want this:in ¢’
COUNSEL FOR THE DM¥RNCE: Yed, It is quite clear, I want it

all ip.

i

i i f
(G0 onm, Sorgeant, ' h

ader 0f the amﬁuah at aaxlihélea. |
ad and when the firat mina ax~

- A He then said, ] was L
I had a mine aat.on:tha.
~ ploded and.thé Agxiligrie in the. firat car game up and had
waxa keen killed and wounded, we kept firing at the second f
car and 1 called on them to surrender. They képt firiﬁg
for some time and then sur endered and one 6fthemiateppedi
- out and gaid, *Vho is the Commander ?te I atapped.for@;rd}f-,-
‘and eaid, 'I an Commandant [cKeon', and I disarmed them

35



Were you present. for s

'i=la11._:~

andput. t.hem j.n t.heir own Grosaley and sent them t.o -
. Longford. . X would not ahoot t.hem as - t.hay lem at. iy
-"“_“meroy and wore. ‘lmarmaﬁ.'.. A ' '

R -
D oee - S T

That. 19 all he said t.o 30“- '-'A- :'YBB-";‘ g,
' t.!ma baram he made tbe

| etatement. "'_A._‘ Yas,‘ I was. R ; IR

1

Q- D1d you see or asd- you not. see any threat.s mde -to thie

man.. A Ro. t.hara were not w.tmus nade to him a.t."

- - i

Just teil us about. t.hat.. Did you see any mvolvars
'bmndished at hm. . 'A. No, there was no mvolver .
" brandiahod at him beca 1 was: preaent the whols tive,
1In 3mu- opinlon. as’ you have told us, he wag appamnt.ly :
. “l.n a: dy!ng condition. ' A‘..' Ha was 1:1 my opinion 1n

a dying condiuon. N o o .
Was any :lnducemant held 1out. to him to make t.hat

]

: st.at.ament.. - A. No, t,heye waa no :lnduoemenu he _mde- 1t '
:'-voluntarlly. R S
Q T_No promlaa of being let ant. or anyt.hing or that. k!.nd.

Ho, %e never spoka to- t.he man or aalnad h:m anythzng; he

-‘made t.he stamments volunparﬂy.

Gross-examinad bxlcaunsel fox- -the Dafeme. Lo

You say 4t was a *xan»:!.m'nt.a!-yl stat.ement.' ] A, Yes ’ 11. was.
" a voluntary stat.ament. R R '
'Whan the acousad was at’ l'.lulnngar Railway ‘%tat.ion how

nany Po11ca wem aacorting hin, A, 18 or 30. |

Vere tho're ariy other prisoners. A, There wan anothar

o

one. _ _ .
18 or 20 looking after the two frisoners. ‘A, Yes.,
Was licKean handouffed then. A 'Fe was,

.-‘i .

Would you explain,u t.o the ourt hm it ceme about. t.hat

X
? o o




D

Fa ]

Fen)

" a "han_'dcuﬂ;féd prisoxﬁr e

loading file: t.hat was

1
S
!

céped from an escort, of'18 to 20

_ Ho wa walking in the centre or t.he file
of Peuce and he suddenl

gave a apl_‘ing out of the

fore him and he ran for about 40

or 45 yards. , . .
Did anybody run aftor him, . A. Yes. 3
Was it mcassary to firg at him.= 7':-A, Yasi:. . f
Vas there anothor patrol of Pol:lce commg down the
z-oaﬁ. ., 4. There was notl, N ‘j S
Thero were no P(:J.ice 'near except the part.y ascort.ing : |
him, A, Thatieall ; o
'\Hhen he was shot I supppse he fell 0. the ground._ A, Fo !
he did not. . He ttn'md aj - put, hj.a back againat. the wall ;
and séid,_ X anm a11 righi.; I w111 go with you". )
He was than led away. A, Fo _helped him down to
the Bai»racks.j o _ o
When he was put inside t.he Barracks what room was he put
in,’ ﬁ.' The Day Room. 11 .
i ¢ suppcse t.he priest. and the dootor wex-a sent for - y
1xmnediate1y. a. Immediately.. o
. When t.he priest and t.ha doctor wam m the room wem W
the Pollce in tha room al 0. = A, During -the . t.ime tha |
| priast. and the doct.or werq there there wore no policemen .
in tha room. S !
Aftor the pr:l_pst and the bct.or had left_uho.wais in .,-‘./
the 5ay floom. A, 15 or 20 Polioe. : B {
Some of the escort. _ A, Yes.
Had he actually knocked sofie of them down with his. i ;
handcuffa when he attempteq to escape. 4, Ho had ad
' not; he knocked no one dow _ : | ] |
Were they all armed._ : : . They were. B / ’n««
Thay had mvolvers. A, They had revolvers, f

zo




~_,.

sixth witness - do yon the one I am raferr;ngito.'.:

[SLEY

A Yes,

i

THE PRESIPENT: Do you inow what. his name- 1s? 4. I do,

. COURSEL FOR- THE DEFENGE- Did he take out & revolver? A, Ha

-did. not. Thera was no man handled a revolvar in'tha room
at the time - hacause aftar I cama in the men WBPB disarmad.
-They.had to put up their revolvers. I 19 our custom
_to get them to unload and put up thair revolvera and
~ rifies when’ mey como 1n. ' .
Q Do you swear that when ln the Day Room nobody . had any

l

revolvers.  A. The Guard.had. ' .,"_ : .y

1
v

Q ‘How many ‘were thore in the ;Guan_i.j Ae One.

- Q HNone-of ‘the other 15 to 20 had revoivers. ' A. ' Thoy had

not.

Vs

TRewr . - . !
Q ﬁ&sna‘this next witneas could not hava pushed a revolver :
in the face ‘of _the prxaoneri. . A&, He d1d not, {_"

'Q Or made any threat,. A, |HMe did not -- he made no

-thr@at:in myipféaenéé;' ' - .'}'7 ¥

Did any of ‘ths Policemen L’ho'wém iarea‘en?r. strike tha

SO

prisoner 4n ths face. - |AL Rb, no one did that.
Q_-Waa anything aai& about what the charge against him was,
A Ofﬂcourse ha was - told wha the charge against him was

when ha was arrested - shooting DI, EcGrath.

1

o
6 Dia ‘any of the Police tell! ‘him the chargé he was in on

while he ‘was theio in the Day Room. - . 4. Yes, the. Head
_ Constable ‘told him the charge hé wes in on,

@ Of course hb had béen ‘told| that charge when he had

‘been arreated 1n Langforﬂ. A. It was 1n Mullingar he

was arrested.

Q Before he made any attempt|to ascape at .all he had boen
told what ha waschar ged with, A, I do not 1mow whether
he knew that than, but ha as told 1n ‘the Day Room. B

4l




= S ORI EHR i at
i Q Why vas :lt the duty of . an one :ln t.he Day Room to tall
) -;‘ hi.m what. he was chargad wi h. It. ts genarally
Lo the aut,y ofa Foliceman to 11 the pr:lsonar what. h:a 15
o . charged w:lt.h. At. tha t.ime he wns arrested he was only
- o arrested on susp:lci.ons we 1d not antually knov him
: q _Har:‘i you Pound’ out aamet.hmg bet.wean the t.ime you arx‘-eat,ed"'
-+ hin & and the t.ime ‘he was put{in ‘Lhe Day Room, * ,_g. You,
i ,going down the at.reet. he sa ' "I am BEoKaon . He waa only |
- -arreat.ed on suspicion anﬁ I _":ld nbt. lmow him nntn
" QI prut. it to you t.hat. some of' t.ha Police came up to ‘
LY hin and ‘oalled hin’a murderer:. ‘rhey asd mot.
: Q Was the word ' nm.rder n*ention‘ad while yau were t.hem.‘
‘-Ai-It,was notduringthatimelwasint.heroou‘._ L
- QI t.hought. yon told me. that he ma t.old he wag armsted'
|- for the nmrder -of p.I, Ecﬁrath._ . hi The Head Gonst.a‘ble
o ",1""01‘3 him anﬂ he wag mking 'bling statament-a about, o
) shoot.ing D Hcht.h. - 7 o : -
,':c;‘_ Was t.hat. t.he onl;y pamozi who raid anything % abotxt. :
) mnrde!'. - Al That. 1s 311 1n my prasen o ,"A_."_ i
- '_‘_Q. 'Were ynu standlng elosa to-the. - rlsonar._ _.A Yes. ;'1
7@, '_'To protact h:lm. : A, To at.temti to him; he wae in’
e very weak cemdition.- B I,
‘It was .not’ to protect him from anyt.hing A, __Ho",f 'f‘_it.‘waa‘i. .
'not. necessary. U _ ’ .,'. N ..
a ‘-."Waa there a Diatrict. Inspact-or who uiu be ealled hara .
5 - " today in, the rooms | There was, |
Did hé do anything to reprimaml Constable in any way. N
o A No, he d1d not - I dta not saa hi . - 7,‘ g B *
- qQ COuId he/ﬂ&""done it wit.hout. your seeing mm. A.“.Ng_,'--r ‘; |
_do not. t.hink he could. - S 1
: -t o 4«2 . :
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s witnesa.

rcomsm. FOR THE DRFERCE:

D

f:How long was hh 1n tha
: the doctor had gone.

VWere’ vou in théAfooﬁ al

-jill-treatment whila he

- oounsay POR THE mosncm-mrt'-. "

Insyaetors. L

- -'connsnL FOR. THE DEFEHCE-

.are referring to..~ul-

‘f-"‘c‘oman FOR THE. FROSECUTION: ]
Xa that tha &N {Hanﬂing documant te witneal)? A. ixgs,li'f'

that 18 the man.

doing. anything to the ‘prisoner?
:'Did ha say anything to
of tha priaoner. A
"conm for him.. '
: and ata all we could for. nm. B S [

we éot

Tha!‘e am two D:l.st.rj_g;t;“
o o I " o i

. _'j o

J am raferring to tha eighth

'E'A;? I kna$ tha District Inspector*you

s

- I
HEE 8 "
oL

1 wm. write hiﬂ nare doun, -

-jwid he reprlmand a Constable ror 1; -

- He did ﬂﬂtlc S
any Constable about his treatmant,‘i’
Ho. Ve did 9.11 wo possibly o

him- hot we.t,er and gava him drinks ‘

qu Room afbcr the priesb and L
A He was in thﬂ Day Rocm for _‘

-about half-an-hour. 'Iﬁ would be somabhing about & . ;
o quarter paat 10 whnn via removed hlm to tha military 7; I
___noapital. ) " ' :

1 t.hat. uma. o B Yes, 1 waa.:-_ o

It would b@ shear 1nvantion to say that he raceived any

weuld be no truth 1n that whatever.
-:kindly a8 1t was posaibls to breat him i” L
:‘It would be a sheer’ 1nLention 1f anvbody auggested that

was ;Ln t.hat. Day Room. - A Thara o

He was treat.ed as -

murdarer.,.h..A.

‘Do you think hs krew what he was saying.

4

e

743" -.1 S

T _aomabody said somethlng to. h:lm about. hie bes.ng a
It w'cmld be.. | o

 How long d1d he: take 4o make tho at.at.en'ént.. AL 5or 6
ore’ 7 minutes..-ﬁe was wandering awuy and . talking the
whola time‘about what he had done.. ' f - i

-Hg was - -

_rgppanently'in_aldyihg condition and I suppoaa tha manﬁ.'



O T B : e
6 was. t.alnng the' t.rut.h as: hsdidnot.mimlwhat. happenedv
o t.o hm as he wag dying. Lo T T T »

e Q Do vou t.hink he kmw what he was saying. I eould

L ngt. say tlmt.. Ee was,’ apparent.ly :I.n a dy:lng conait.:l.on.
B . I noulcl no.. raay whet.har ie kner:: what. he’ waa aaying or

L : ot

Re-axamined bx ;connsm, FOR TBE mesx-:mmﬁ. .

Q Did yon haar quite dist.!.rlot.ly what. he aald. A, . Fas,,_ I i
uid.— ' ' EER N |

Q m.d ha Iuaka t.m at.a.temant to you b:lt by bit. or am n

'; ' an coma out uontinuously*.’ Lo “'He .- eame out. with

the whola n:tmm Btat.ament. in a cont.:hmons way, aentance j,::;_;-
after sentenca. C ' 3 SO o " _' _ :_ IR . S

-
[

Q You aay he w&s arrested at Hullingar on suspicion.' A, He

- Q Then hB was brought. Lo tha Barmeks as you hava t'gm N
"--‘us.'_ '; Ay Yes.. i b
Q. Whare ma he t.akan bo on be:lng hrought. mto t.ha _
S Ban-enks., - A ..,He:waa talmn atmight. 1nto the Day
N ::_.Q And you wam thare. > A-Yea,IWaa ther'eand helped |
. to cam'y “him in._ -
S a Waa he. t.here for half-an-hour. :'T'fk;-., Yeg,ammmg G
| h mom ‘than half-an—hour. R ' SRS

PR .

e

', q whne be was in the Pay Roon:you hava told us t.hat o
’ _was t.old what. he waa arreataed for. A, 'Ies, I t,h:lnk
SRR Who told hin t.hat.. - 'Z;_‘a:_.'_f.ﬂi ‘think 1t wasthe Head
Q Whoevar 1?. was can you t.ell us what. was said. A'. Hs L
aaid- "You ha'ma admit.t.ed now that you am McKeon and af' L

. : - : - . . . . L. P
.. R e . . - H i -
: - ' e L ‘. . . P A ey -
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: : _:_'c.nurse yon-are arrest.ed E'or t.he shooung of D.I. thrath .

& D | a.m not. quit.o sure of t.he words but, I t.hink that. 15 T
C I-what wag sam. P _'": "jj‘ ' _-_ [ ':'1'-.-: ,»
At-any rate he aaid somebhing to him to the effect - B
that he m :ln ror t.he ahooting 01’ D Xy LscGrath._” 1&,:_%{{'-:1 '

1930.-

D Yo
4w
LA I8

Y was not; formally ohar;:red. L | ‘:.: "‘H'e" wag "hét;'- S
wem you: 1n the Day Room during t.hs whol.e hslf-an-hour e
oF Bo whue t.he prisonor was. there. RETER mver -
Isft. the Day Roum beyond go:l.ng f‘or t.he doctor am‘% ror

R hot water. _ .. L R

: ﬁ’hat do you 8ay about threat.s or mdunements ‘na.‘mg nade
" te the prisoner during t.hat. hnlr-an-hour. A, No |
_ t.hreat.s anﬂ no &% mducementa at. an wera made to him \
- '.dur:mg the hnlr-an-honr he was ‘there..’ o ,
_ When was n. that, he askad for the pr!.est. and ths doct.or. h
A Go;.ng up-t.he yard he sam: "L am done. 1 'vant’ o. ‘doctor
N " gnﬁf‘é 'pr:la':at-" and before we got h:lm into the- Day Room :

.‘ »

" we sent at once for f.he doct.or and tm prieat.. : o
Did the pz?iest ‘é.nd tha: doct.or aea Mm in t.ha Day Room. .
Tm ﬁoct-or and t.he priest at.t.ended to hin m t.he Day

| 'Room. : , Lo
Art.er they had gone what. happened ’ Was ha atin 1n

- he nade :
the Day Room when/ the statement. t.o you. Y Yea. '

Q Art.er t.he doctor and t.he priest. had .gone. what. do you Bay -
' about'-any t.hraat.s or :lnducemsnts being made to h:l-. A, Thara

" were no t.hreat.a or indnucsment.s whataver used t.o hlm. —
| 'Dm ha. aay angthing t.o ;7 u about his oonﬂ!.tion - about. .
How he foit. A Hol 41d; he satd he was weak and of
.. . gourse t.he man waa undo tedly weak and very pale
' ‘:.‘_"_loo,king e '_ R ‘




e

3?; Q”;You have told us as’ raf
ﬁQ:iDid you maka any nota

:'_'connsm, FOR 'I'h}" DEFENCE: -

Q. You nave- told Lhe- Gour‘b

.?i‘fiwaa nurely voluntary.

| '-“1.'_;_':couan FGR THE moqmmxow-

j.g the- doctor had 5one° )

; f;,nmde against him.,,,.

- -_;—'

8. 5ou dan’remember what het s

-k

‘v R Yoo

_'.aaid. AL Dhaves | - 5 S
_-,'-v-it at. t.hat. t.ime. AYeg the
"naxt day I made 8 penc note of 1t. : ';“jff'ﬂi;i ;”‘
v I put another qusstzon as

to whethsr the usual leAal caution was given to the . T '
prisomr at. any t.ine be ore he mada a sf.at'.ement’ 1 shouldjf';..: "
have aaksd that quasti E . R '

,THE JULGE - ADVQGATE-a {To the Hitness) Was any. caution L
SR administeraﬁ to the ace ed bafora he mﬂde tha '1*l;ﬁ:}

statementQ'ﬂ - Ro, thmva waa not.

=

t 1t was’ a voluntary statemapt K

.-and a atatement maao at’ hia own su&geation." a,‘ Yes, gb- o

'-é- Bow many Police were there ln the Dag Room when he
R :actually mada th@ stat.ement. AL 6 or 7 or 8, but

' 'they wore, paasing :l.n and _'ut. I was. pmaent t.he
¢ whole, tima. ' EE T

In view of the 1aat quastion
© put by my learnad friend t"re is e quastion I shouma

" !f‘11kB to ask.,‘l did ask th 8 witnsaa whathsr bhere was

any. formal charga made aga st the accuseﬂ in’ tha Day f?bfi
';Rcom before the priest anﬁ'the doctor cama.' I should
;;lika to a8k’ whether aftor
) had gong any formal charge kns mada against tha

(3} doctor and tha priest

':”accused. ‘ S L
THE JUBGE ADVOCATE: Do you kn w whether any formal

' change was *ade agalnst the accused after tha priest and
A, -ﬂo,,' I do- not o

j_t.h.mk ihore was. 1 aia “not hear any charge

(‘I’he wu,naaa ,u.hamws )



D',@-:‘@ > O 'a‘_ja' >

.'@ » _b .

a.

'_'YGB. -

Yege .
'.About 9.0 clock wa.s .u...

- In t.m evening. : _A..

’Do ytm see him nrm.

g Dc you I—:now what hzs name

Were you praaent. at. the

'whgt. his rame was_. Ao

| 'Wh&t. diﬁ this man aay-

- Did he say where ha had

_asked where he had besn

- !.a called m anﬂ having 'mﬂn

Stauon at with a mrty

-~

Yes P

Prosecution as fmnoms.-

Of PO].’.\;G. ' _
"m ;ron make | search of t.ha t.rain from .Dub:l._in there. -

ﬁ.. .YGQ:, . !

‘v

duly swom 13 emmined by ceunsel for t.he - -

- . . - i

. You ar'e a, Bistrici‘. Inspact.or 1n uha R.I c at nﬁullingar.

A. Yea. ‘

Were t.hﬁ:_'s‘-a nuzbor of mas:angers lined up on- t.he B

pla;l:-forn‘; A- YGBQ )

Did you saa 8 man t.hare

Yea. '

13. _ A

YBS.

wh;;m you Bﬁbéeqnen_t.ly e.rfesf.ﬁd,

4. 7Yéa--g_ e
2014 ot know the an at all then. TR P
%atian when anybody asked hi.m

Gdﬁlﬂ"yo‘ﬁ "sa;'j whﬁt was s..a!.d by t,ha man who asked him

what. his nam was — a loliceman I anpposa. - A, .Ye‘s,. he ,

aaked hm °‘Jhat. 1s ,,rour
Sm:lth- v

Aughmcliffe.
In what_. Gour;&y.. !_&‘. Ir

Publin-for & holiday _hnn
He haWing said thut did

T

name®." . -..

come. From.

A, Yes, from

&y 'ﬁef sald his namo wes-.

and hs said he lmd baen to

you haar a Policaman who waa

on’ the ?nd zﬁarch 1aat mara you- ar !aulnngar Railway | . B

1 the 'Count.v. of Zongford. : He"ﬁaﬁ:ﬁ

-

‘that he. was going to Edgawm:'thstown.,



. A Yes. R ,' ' S S

there say aﬁything-t;o the éoused-. ‘A. Yés. _ i'.did- not

Know the 'gcduaeﬁ“éa I he exp].alned and T hpard &,

Policame.n say t.o him: "Ara you not John lIcKeon rrom

Ballﬁmlee » and ho sam. “No, you are maklng a mistaka“ '
Q ,"_Was ho. t.hen talcan away t.owards ‘the Polica Earmckn.

i

Q Did you go with the party. . A. Yes, T was in-the

. . |'
Q  Dig. you sos him at.tempt aseapa. A, I —éid"-not see

rear of the .party..

'him act.ually malm the atJampt. but. I heard F ecuff‘le.
Q@ Did you deo hip afterwards: . A. I Gtd. [
Q Eventually he wes t.aken o the Barracks. A, '_!’e's:.;
Q On the way did you hear Him say anything.‘. .. Yos.
 COUSEL FOR THE FROSECUTION: . You'want it ell? |
COUNSEL FOR THE DEFERCE: _'Ies,‘ '_ R , L
.,icoumux. FOR T FROSECUTION: Just t611 us what you heard
hib say?  A. He sald firet® 1 rade & soldier's attempt
to. égcape and failed® and farthex- down tha atmet e
- .paidi I know I am for a |firing aquad anyway ami in the -
_ "Bamck Yard he sald “T am: done%,. CGet me a dmt,or @
'Q Dida prie’st. and. é'duct.d:-' come... . A Yes.
e fwm..-.-e asd they see. - himi 1 8. In t.he'.Day Room_ofr :t.ha
L S
Q@ “ney went away after a time, ‘a18 they. A, iee.
Q What do you say about threats be:lng maéa to the accmeﬁ
«or inducements held out to him to say anyt.hzng to.

you. A, 1 know nothing at all about that. I dia not |
heaz' a s!.ngla t,hlng of the kind said to the mn.,-

Q' You were prosont with the part.y on the welk up. to the
Barracks. ~ A, Yes. | '

.Q And you were .tn the Day Roomwith them. A. “Not all ™
" the tim. ' ' ' '




11 a ';ag;‘:';

A

'Did you listen to what hol said. A, I did.

!

|

. .

At any rate you heard ncuhing of any hhreat or 1nduoemant.
. . b %

ﬁothing of tha kind. o

The priest and the doctor having been brought and gona
away did you haar anything being said aftar th9y|had

gone. ~ A. The priest ind tho dootor had goue about. 15
minutea whan 1 walked into ths Pay Room. The accused
was apparentlv ﬁaking & tatament and I got in as I
thought at the fail enu ef it.

Yhat can you recollect of} the stétamant ho was maﬁiﬁkv
Tha first thing 1 hoard him saying s : "I had a ravolver’
in my right hand and a bomh in my left, I fired at him
and he feil, Gilbart tell and hs was notlhit at all,

I flung the bomb and made| for the diteh, They ran eway,
I'went-ovef to McGraﬁh, ; fnew he was a Catgolln;?nnd 
altheugh I was his'anqmy.T éaid an act of'cohtfltiéh in
his‘ear\béforé hq-dieﬂ?.- Hg paused a. consi?erable time
tﬁen;and seemed to be % véry weak-and in pain, and then
hs said "1 suppese this wmlllba'used as eviﬂance,rbut
don‘t.cane“, N | | B ?

You heard him say that. A, Yes, B ﬂas‘léok{pg at

me at the timo he sald it. Mo aleo sald °I fought the
Aﬁ;il;ariga too and bsat: them but. one thing ! asa 1
would'nt allow the wounded to be killed”. Then he stopped
spaaking and seored to be wery 111, - | _ L
Did he appear to be in pain. A&, Ybs; he aamkn sFrnok
me aa being in pain. ' , _ . |
After he had finished 14 he do anything. 4. 5 was
reélining'Oh'hiseat‘bétweah two Tolicemen and I:ieft
hin there then'as ijaa angious to make arrangemeniq
‘to get him removed Lo tbelnilitary'hosp;tal RS Z00N a8
I could.

L9 ?




i ) ';:;-" _—-_ "-:- . . ".f‘.‘ ! _— o -E': :.t: - : -
: IR Cho R
the statement and .the 't he was remmd to t.ha
ST ‘

Q- You saw .no revolvers brandished at him, ) A, No,
Teonl e T ST

Q Or pushsd :lnto his face. - 'glo A Rol -



R
' i an attempt to oeoepe

. .

Hor.f‘q

; .1

.
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- Q

‘ the time t

[P .';}f- . “f. :
Do’ you know the witneea who 19 the sixth witneee here ow-

the one who aave evidenco after the Sergeant before you at |
the Summarw ? A. I do, yee.:;;iﬂf‘f{"Er.-.iﬂqlﬁ lf:‘ﬁ' L
What do you eay about hin. Wae there any sign %y him of
brandiehing a revolver 1n the .face of. the aocused T -

I eaw none.

',

: Were you there at tho eame time as the elxth witnees ?

Be wds there 1onger t -n I wae.f He, uee the man . sitting
: R R
on tha prieoner e righj eupportlng him.l;l Q;,ugs:t';ﬁm

While you wore thore yﬁu never eaw tho elx&h witnese threaten:
the,acoueed 1n eny eay ? A. I did not. 1”~f"f" v
N . L ’

X “-u...

Neither with a rovolvor nor 1n any other way ? A. I did not.

- dnoss-exaulnab BY couusan ron THE DEFENGE.

L .
L e
.‘.‘a .'.;.. g ‘. . ,. ,1 ' ' t
B N . . s
4

Yoo say.you heard & g0 fle at the time the ecouead made ;‘;
..; ; "“ L

ft.‘ir,Om the osoort ? A. 1031 , . -
i . e )

What exaotly did you 8 e ? SR .
I heard the ecufflo and I 8aw . the aooueed running auay and
the man running aoroee the bridge after him._*}f?'"d"

Were any or them knooked down or anything of that lort by

M il
-,‘.\ .

the accueed ? ;.71ffiiﬁ”f11{;.'i‘l=‘ REa

G . ;#‘rf:*f g
I did not eoe anybody knocked down, because I wae eomo dia-

tance tn’ the rear.__; “*Jﬁ;lz-_*J_lf;wi;”-:*¢3f;

Wae there enothar crown of polioe oo-ing down the street at

.J_ -

No, I saw no polioe conlng down the atreat. Tﬁere eefe -

millterw at: the station as we11 and they were ooming up

ot =
I LA G _..l‘_.‘._. s

behind. .;ifff*ﬁ%i?ﬁ“'

\

Aftor the prieet and the dootor 1oft the Day Room hou 1ong

wae 1t before you came into 1t ?

,_I_epou;d say pprhaps_lﬁ or 15 minumee. B

,hﬁheqiyou{cameeinto'the Day Room the elxth witnees vas eltting

. beside ‘MoKeon T A: Hel® wae- - ]'f.'-g'. -
N LA e Lt 5 ’ - “ .F: "E o




w e mies e

;Room - lt waa 1n the

. ‘NO, I dO not. § I:- ‘.".'Z.‘:- { '.: Yol ;-‘.
' Did he seem varyiweak wh

.-He did seem waak.:‘u} _:;,;'n- ST 'g.r,ma.

0' N s
N N N
. PEEERL
s s P
N e B
- L T < . .
S - i f .

J“J ’.-"

'Eow many polioe ware i ere in tue. room altogathar T

)
sr-

"I ahonld aay thera warT from 10 to 15 all ovar .the Day

Day Room ha uaa. ,:-;

.~ e daTad
It 1a a largé rqéﬁ ? A. A ralrly 1argp room. :
Ry

n.you eae him 9 .

. oot L
P s T

".. u’

......

'Would you agroe with the ast witneaa that he was ramblins on?
1 would not say that he ;Ls ramblins on, but he was apeaking

.“Lgﬁin disjointod sontonoes and botween each aentenceﬂhe would .
E ,'~ﬂ”pause nnd shnt his eyes and than open them again.. He appeared
"to be 1n pain at timos ‘an 1n a’ atate of collapae.,u.

Ha had his ayes closod, had he 3 A. Part of the tima.:\ -

He. wae not making any noti n ot any kind cea or was he ?

A He was seated llke that on tha torm lying baok with his head

'-Hfas socn aa poaaible., rf!{jij

'You wero 1n and ou& of tha

-and on- B ﬁijﬁi:"ﬁ'j.

A jfrestins like that on the shoulder of the polioaman who was
e aupporting nm. uy anx:let.y was to gat. hl.m to’ the- hospltal

fWho waa in charsa of him when-you left tha Day Room - 13 o




R TBE JUDGE ADVOCATE: Waa mhere a Head Gonatable present ? A. Yes.

q Waa he 1n chargp ? A. Yes, he wasg.

'COUNSEL FOR THE PROSECUTI

K THE JUDGE ADVOGATE:

'-A

e
A
f_THE JUDGE ADVOCATE:

'your knowledge or not ?

-He was.-
‘Waa the Haad COnstable A
" time. you ware there ?

 Yea, he waa there when l

'~acouaed in’ tha Day Room

:Whila you were there did
1n his hand at all ; .f‘
‘UNo, he ‘had no revolver Et

I looked at him.'q

Juat w

(The Witnesa wrota do n

I do not think ao.ﬂ, 
(‘ " K \ " :' .

rite the nama’down- L

the name of‘ ‘f’”

It is the naxt witnesa L]

before he was promotedi'j”

“.-'?counssL FOR THE PROSECUTION

think he was 1n charge T

Waa he in the room the r

RE EXAMINED BY cou

hen ha wau in a lesa canlor rank -

e .
) . . .
Lo ' .

: It 13 the eighth witneaa.‘ fénﬂ-

A Yea."i'f% ‘¥y5] ‘*f‘ff:?a*’ L

A

‘{‘.covmssn FOR ThE DEFENCE::Ahas he 1n the room the. shols time’ to o

A. I cannot be quite aure of that.'

i

hole of the time you waere there ?

. D T
- Co

n the'qqoﬁ”dupihé ény part of the’
was 1n thera. :

SEL FOR THE PROSECUTION.

You told us that the siith witnees waa sitting baside the .

Could you tell us at all
He-was aupporting McKaon
like this supporting him
his head resting on that

? A, Yes..V . -

what tha aixth w&tnasa was dolng 7
. He waa sitting on his right-hand
’. and MoKeon part of the time ‘had
man 8 ahoulder..  -

tpe,sixtq witness have & .revolver %

n bis hand. ﬂi‘ban,aéy that because

+

Do you know whether ha had one 1n his belt '

As far as I remember now

from Ballinalee Y 'f'l Jﬂ

?“'

1 would not be exact but

he had no belt on him at tbe time.

can you tell ua at all how far Mullingar 15

h)

1 fancy 1t would ba within 15 and




> 5 P> .0 O

o0 o P > p o >

20 milea.‘

Q Were, 211 the Polioo you had at Hul;lhgaflﬁén'who-uére

‘atationed at’ Mullingar ? -A. Yes:

: Q i?here;ﬂata no Ballinale: Police there % A. B@aW

P P

'.;;.:' 13 calleh in and having baen dulz

ggorn ig oxaminad Qy ‘COUNSEL FOR THE _PROSECUTION

as'followaz»” -]

Were you etationed at M' Lingﬁr 10 March of this year tR A.Yes
:On the 2nd March uero you. at :;;hhglfgz;ysgitfg;};e K. Ybé.
_On the arrzval of: ths 9 é.olock ‘train from Dublin that night ?
‘Yesq:f' . : L ‘..
,bi& you.éee §6nafm#1e-ﬁaa engers on tﬁa.plattbrm:?“ “
 Yes, a-nﬁmber:ofrﬁalé‘pas enéors were- taken from the train |
after it oame in and 11ne up on the platform and searched.
Among them vas a man’ who ave his- name as Smith from
Aughnacliffe.: ' -
q'_When you heard him aay that aid you say anything %
A Yes, I recognised him and [ -eald “You are John James McKeon
£rom Ballinalee ‘. | L
Q _Baving recosniaed him as Jchp'James'ﬁoKOOn of,B#ii{naiée
: do you see that. man now Tl _. e
Yes, I-soe'ﬁiﬁ aittiﬁgroﬁpoéitg mé«.- ‘ :
That 13 the man T the accuéed 4 .4.‘§hat is the'man, yes.
You knew him pretty woll, dld you.? i L
I saw.him‘previouely-at:a Court. : '
I do not want 6 'go. into that but you knew hiﬁ'well.?l A. Yes.
Did yoﬁ proooéd to taka him [to ihe Barracks ¢ A. &ga;
Was he handcuffed on the way to thé Baévacka'?'fA' Yaa. a

-Dur:lng the Journey to t.ho Barracks did be make a determinad

attempt to esoapa from the egcort ? A. He did. - iy

5

I



"n"You are rigbt I am the m

o > o »

'anything ?

: Wben you reached the Barra

Were you #ith bim all thT

:No, not that 1 heard.

Waé'hé'?ecabiurqﬂ T -A. He

On the way to the Barracks

eacape and failed"

am for a firing aquad a

Day Room ?

Not all tbe tima.

Did anybody eay anything t

What do you aay about any
indueamsntebaing unﬁu held

The, after a pause he saild,

way"

Waao

)

Duringﬂtbe brooéas ﬁaé‘re fired at and wounded ? A, Yes.--‘

after being wounded ﬂid he eay

-Yes, 3oing on towards the Barracks he turned to me and aaid,-'

an. I mada ¥ soldiar 8 attempt 40

"I know I

Il
cka did you go with him into tha

_Yes, he was brought 1nto the Day Room.

time he was 1n the- Day Room ?

' Waa a- chargs mada agalnst ‘hin 1n the Day Room ---'was he

4

__told what he vas arrested for. T A. No, not then. s

0 him about why he was being arrestad

threaie being made io'him of'any |

out to him to make a statement

: arter he was taken 1nto the Day Room ?

‘at all »

i“sent for.

quickly.

No threata were made to him at”all. Lo

Here any 1ndunamente held out ‘to him'? "As No, no inducements

Did be ask for anybody 10| be sent for ¢

Yes, he aakad for a prieat

Did he see them %7 A, He d

and a doctor and theé.wera'du1y>

LDid they come almoat at onoq ?'_A.‘Tﬁay did,_;_wghey came very

R

o

Did they. gp'awa& sventually P A Tney aid. after a tice.

Were you thare when the accused began to make -a statement after

.the priest and the doctor had gone T .

5
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'I oould not eay that Imwae there when he began beoause,f

LI wae 1n and out of the nny Room attendins to other

‘f"j‘.attera L arranging tor hia conveyance up to the military .

"hoepital for ona thxng. {But when I came 1n he~uas reolining.

DR R VIR PRY & - o e

"baok being supported by m conetabla. :“
fYou knoe that Gonatable,'l euppoee ? A. Yee. ,;_1ff”"]:
f-What do you say*as resards any threats being made or’

dmgtnduoemente held out by that Conatable to the aooueed ? _x  X

A I:4d9 not belleve they occurred. -

"Whan you were preeent did you hear anythlns eaid to him

or did you say anything to him ? }f

I did not.. I heard nothtng 1n the nature of threats and I o

'eaw nothing 1n the nature of lll-treatment.

- Had the Gonstablo who Wae supporting him a revolver ?

R

Every Gonatable has a revolver.

»Q_,Had the Oonstable who was eupporting MoBaon a revolvar 1n ,f

" bis hand ki ;?{l*

#; Hot to the beet of my bel eve he had not.l-,\ 'i.,w'h
QluYou told us you wore 1n a'd out of tbe Day ‘Room- bu& you
L heard the aocuaed makins J statemant ? A. Yea.wiﬁ?ﬁ‘ ,; _
.Kél First of all tell us a little bit more abut the other people'
35; who sere’ tharq, Bow were they atanding t3 ﬂ;w;rjr;-
"A"They uere around the wounded man.  He nae reolinins baok
-I{f against ‘the uall aupported partly by thie Gonetable,
: ff'and then there were three jor’ four othere eurrounding oim.
?Q"What eort of oondition did he’ appaar to be in 7 ‘.’”
_A He appeared to be 1n a dying condition and zn great‘pain.
.3'ffﬂe eeemed to think that he| was dylng ae far as I oould see.
_QT Ead those other policemen revolvers 1n their hande ?
' A':Some of them 1n the Barracke bad: revolvere.;'"'
::é.dﬂad they tnem 1n thelr hande:?~ - | .-
. A o, i ada, not Bee ‘any "ot ‘theis' with feéqlvé}é;1nJ£§$iQ*ﬁands;if

F

Aféj
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faooueed maka ?

' YOB.

Rl

.Tell ua uhat you remembeg or the statement 3ou heard the

S,

~

PN

He made this voluntary sdatament ELT I

" You gayahe_mada a voluntarw statement ¥ A. Yes. 1

You argaﬁdpﬁéﬁoﬁed to thel taking of these atatqmehts; 1 suppose

Why do you say. 1t was a waluntarj'ohef?j“
not - ) ' '

' Because he iaa/qneationed orlaakéd'to.¢é§9'an;'étﬁié@eh@.

'Hq_made a voluntary state ent so. fér'aa you oouldejﬁdge'? '

Yoa.. He aaid, I shot D I mcﬁrath.. I had a revolvar 1n

'.my right hand ‘and a bonb in my left. I fired at the D.1..

-‘and he. fell.‘ Another Cothable fell reas him, bux be wap

not hit at 811. I then got bebind a qtﬁoh,and kﬂpt firing

on the othera and after a tima'thay'rdn"duay. T gpt over

- the ditoh and went to wherp D.I. noﬂrath was 1y1ng and

‘treated“

Y

s o

i :#1. b

) would have told him what he

‘18 not ‘that the ueual thing to do 3

whisperad an act of contribion xnhia ear. 1 knew he uaa
a catholio, 1 414 1t althoush I-wqa his enemy .,
Did:hp-say:anything about %oﬁe Auxillaridb'f'

ae‘aid.ﬂ He said, "I hava 1ouaht the Auxiliaries too- Théy '

" were brave men and 1 did not allow their wounded to be 111--

. o~

- CROSS EXAMINED BI’GOURSEL FOR THE DEFEucs.f“f*,

You tola the Court that wheL be waa arrosted you recognxsed'
' MoKeon as John James HoKeon of Ballinalee ? A. 203.,

'Did you uot gp on to tell htm what you had arrested hi- ror T

¢ ‘ : . ’

r

Fo, I’ did not.‘;;:: i ,“ .a;_,. B S

% ‘-.J‘ R - . ¥

- ¥ 1

but ' ' o o
Yes,/at that stagp be persigtad so muoh in saylng that he L

was not MoKeon. He !ln aai' I was making a alight niatakeaf'

and that his nanie. as Smith'

1f you had known. ‘that hls ndme was John Jamas Hoxnon you

was wantad for ?



'ffied by<Polioe from Lo:gford..“ﬁ

ﬁJames McKeon you then.

. turn to the left and dash

- there ? .. K l. [ ., r ' LT ) . &

‘i.YBB’ if .we ‘had baen do: initely auro and he had bean 1dent1-

.\.__ e .

v _-';,_ ,;.'
N

On ‘the’ way to the Barrjcks when he told you his name waa John

told him what he - had been arrested for?

. No, we did not. t.mnk it right t.hen t.o t.en him that. because -
;.ne wae serioualy wounde . and apparently 1n a dying condition.
-He aas 1n oharge of 18 r 20 Police and yat ‘he was allowed
'to escapa in the way he did. How did that come about ? h
'A~Bacause he 1s a very da ing man. It 19 only one man in twenty
.lwho would attempt 1t. He made the attempt and ‘did not succeed:
1 You say thera waa no negLigenoe aocording to you on the part

"of tha Pollce or anythin of that ‘sort, ?

No, he was. handcuffod and plaoed between two men and oonveyed

from: the Railway Station along with the rest of the- eacort.‘

It is rather 1mportant 1 the faoe of what 1t 15 suggeeted

the. Police did afterwards for us. to know thiss Would you des-‘.

| ;cribe what - he, -did’ 1n tryi g to effect his esoape ?

Ee. made a” sudden bolt whon about. half way between the'.

'_}Railway Station and the Police Barracka —— at a placa
-:called tha Green Bridge. We would have to turn to the

right there and just ae weLgot to that apot he: made a aharp

Offn_ Be uaa oalled upon to B

Balt eeveral times, but ha kept running unt11 he wag fired on'

. ‘and brought down.

. Did he strika the Police | en he tried to 3at away ?
¢ oould not tell you._ I wasg not watohing the exact 1n01dents.
-I uaa marobing alongside and the Police 1n oharge of him were

fwalking one on . each slde of him. 1 know ha partly knocked

“one of them down and tore t e greatcoat of the other._:.
fThe first thing you heard w 8 the Bhouting, I auppoee T A. Yes

; You were in the Day Room al the time after he waa brought 1n



D oo P

Fo I S I

No, 1 was in.and out attepding to other mattérséf‘
Thbfq were 16”0?.16f?61100 in the Day Room ?

Lo

7Yea, or there might have jbeen oné or two more. 1
_-While the prieat and the dootpr;wepg thare you weré not in
.;'the room ? 7%' . | ”‘.'. L |
h””Ne, naturally not while the}'gére aiténdihg to hlm_bui‘i‘
came in very‘sppn after they left <« potﬂvery iénéafter‘
they left.. _ oo o .
‘What poslﬂion Was:thbiacbused in when you came in %

He was .at the very ond- of the room ohlé_gyooljin‘a'racliﬁing
position against the wall, - '_' - f .
Who wag beside him'¥ “A,[A Constable. -

Was 1t the one who gave évidence ~ea the sixth Witnesa in
“the Summary of Evidence | 3 | |

: Yea' 4 belaeve that 13 the one. ‘ R
Ycu.aay.soma~of,tpa men in the Barracks have revolvers ? .
Yea.'\H} ..: - , e , |
" That means I take it that some of;ihe'meh in the;Dﬁj Room had
jrevolvers ? A. Yea. ' | :

The revolvers are not universally 1left outside before the

Police comé into the Day Rocm ?. A. In the ordinary way

_ they would be paraded and that would be dome 5ut:otherwiée
their revolvers Would bs in their holsters. o | |
_'So far as you could see ali th@se that haq'rpﬁoiveré_had ‘.“
j tpen 1h_the1f'hb1st9ra ?; A. So far ag I could Qee, yos. .

You wbuld have preventad the takingkbut of any hevoivéra

“in that_room;'l guppose |? A. Certainly I would. _ |

. Was théra anj:atteﬁpt mede by any of the Constablee to strike
;the prisonar ? Au Gertéinly not. while I %as there. He was
treated with avary oonsidqration-

It would not be correct. to say'that"you actually stopped one
: anstable from striking him ? A. It certainly would .not; I

50
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-t

' never did any such thing.
P

:’Inspector McGrath while . ou were 1n that room T

‘~.Inepector Meﬂrath that he

Pié you. ever ‘hear any. talk about the murder or Diatriot

No, nothing exeept what cKeon eaid himeelf.

Nothing was eaid by anybody to him about 1t g A. Ho._n

How was it when he began |to ma ke a atatement that he went |
etraieht on: to- the subje t of the murder of District’ Inepector
McGrath Af nothing had been sald to him about 1t beforehand g
It ooeurred to me at the time-that the reaeon he did 1t wag
because he thought he wae dying and 1t would ease his con-
ecience - tbat 1t would be better 1f he made a confession.

I take 1t the priest had

he had.
Whatever his reason wae,

een with him Just before ? A Yes, .

| 1though nobody had epoken to him

on the eubject it wae te. he eubjeot ef the murder ef Dietriot

1
turned 1mmed1ately he began to meke

a statement T A. Yee,lbut he man have eaid something else to

" lénd, up.to 1t vetore I came on the goene..

: Did you take & note of,the statemant,he-made.?

I,madeua‘mepgaleno&adt the |time aed'then Itwpote it eewe the '
eeit day. " | | Lo | e

The veri words he ueed 1 2 |

Yee, ee well as I oould remember them.

(The Witness withdrawe)
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Q'
L

'i: Q;

~ -. q‘.

”_Q-‘
,platform?

H}'QE

T

. .A-.

1AQ‘

..Q'
¥ ‘Q.

f iQ§-

A

Ky

Ae

-

:Bid you hear him Bay

,I did not see myealf

'the Day Roum?
Qe
"‘A,
Qe
o A
" Q.

e ., been duiy ewo

Y the Preeecuti

itk
- b, .

19 called 1n and having
rn 13 axamined by CQunsel for

on - aa follcws:--,

Are you a Head Conatthe 1n the Royal Irieh COnatahulary?

Yee ..

At Eillingar?

was there 8 aearch

A.Ye“
On the 2nd Earch 19”-
| to the aaimway statis
:i:?Qu.

. I was then. B ‘;'l Lol
did you go with e party of Police
n at uullingar? A.You..

ade of the train - the 9 p.m. train

from Dublin? A.Yaa.,: 3

And a nuﬂbar or passengers 11ned up a!terwards on the

.Yes. '

|
A

Do you eee anybody here now who was one of thoee men? o

YGS .

Yes, b § heard him say

anything? ‘
that his name was not LcKeon7

Waa he eaaorted to tha Barracks and did you,see him make

Had he been wounded?

an attempt to eacape on the way”: AJYes, -

'Was he fired at? . A.Ygs. o | N o |
And recaptured? }giA.fﬁé. e 11 ~ '} E . . N

And then’ taken ta the Barracka?: ;A;YQSo' L

A.Yee.

wounded?

Did you see hoq_hgwE: o _ N
Yes, I eaw what appe ed to be a gun-ahot sound on the
' 'right breast. | ' ' o

How far wes he. orf whsn the. shot waa fired? :

When you reached thJ
Aa

Practically 311 the
I think a,Doctog and
Yes.

And’ they cama? A

Ba?racké\dih you go with him into

.‘1..

'Were you there all . the tima in the Day Room? v

time,_

a.Priest were sent for immediately? .

.Yee.

6(
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‘Q, While they were therp what happened to the Police?.
;A.swhen ‘the Doctor and therrrieét wore there the ?olicej;efﬁ
1 r the Day Room.‘— |

//é. Than the Doctor and the Priest and the Prigqner ware

R

,/“ \alone together?

AJes.
/ .

L}-

.

-;revulver near his face?

Q *
A.

.
| "'hand side.
Qe
A

Qe

"‘swear to the consta

‘Threats to this many|-

;Yea.

'Ahaolutely none.

buring the time -that| you were in the Day Room what do
you.eay ahout\any.threatslbéing.made by anybody?

~

-‘Thera‘wére néuﬁhreaﬁs‘made Whétaoever to this man.

Vﬁr any inducements held out to him to make a_etatement?.

' While you were there did you see anybody hold a

- a.Ko.

You were there nearly all the time? L ?

Yea - I‘was holﬂing him up in fact. eupporting him, and

'it could not hare o curred.’

On wiich side of him were yan? A.X wae on his left

¥as thare another ¢ nstable on his right?

Yés, there was another conatable on hla right glde.

Is that constable h.re taday? | A. I cannot really

le who wae-on his right aide. There

wns eome confusion at the time. I lmow all the

. consfables who were|there but I cannot really ewear

- to the constable who wae on the right-hand side.

Qe

Q.

e

 to you?
Ad

fnu supported him on the left~hand nide and:somsbodﬁ
else supported him‘an'thé'otﬁer side? .A.Yoe.

Did you hear-the priéoner say anything before he started
to méke‘a-etatement to.you? A.I want tq be-quite

clear about that. | .. |
You told us he made a'gtatément to you. Did you hear

him say anything before he started to make a statement

Yes I heard him firet of all ask for the Priest and
6a




- Qe

What happened then?

a Doeter and he aaid that he wag Qgggpdone.

A. I held him up as X hamL stated. He was nat able to sit

“and I kept him' in a hnlf etanding position - the paeition

1n which he appeared to

aerive moot comfort. Hie face'

was then ghastly and his condition 1ndicaxed all the '

'gappearance of approdching death.

@
Q.
_ A

. him did not wait to be

You,beiﬁg close to him

could hear what he said? A.Yes.

Tell ue what you‘remnmbsr of the statament'he—madea‘

He said * D.I.McGrath i

fell, the Policeman who wae with

dhot. He fell himself. I had a

. révolver in one hand and a bomd in the other. I afterwards

_ kopt up a fire on the g

died.

.g'

A

ran behind a a:teh'ana

took up 8 poaitibn from which 1
>thers until they went away. I

then returned to the DI, and remained with him until he

I ktiew he was a

act of contrition in his

Catholic and I whiapered an

a ear“

That 4o the substance of what he aai&? '

Were you there all the

atatement?

That is the. substance 9f what he eaid.

time while he was mﬂking the

A. The statement I have Jﬂht_givenmyau-ncw?

Q.
Qe

Yee. Ao YBB;:

Were you there when he

started to to make 4t?

A. Then I had him in my arms he made that statement.

Q. How long did that take?
A. That took not more than

5 or 6 minutes I expect.

Q. During that time wliat do you say about‘any'tthAte'

béing made to him?

A. There were absolutely no threats at all made to him.

- elee.

There was in fact more

63

sympathy shown him than anythingu




Q.

A.
Q..

A,

Qs

Qe

. Qs

A.
Q.

As

Qe
A,

Q.

.q..

Q.
. your account of the?hrfair absol&tely.:

A,

. .

' not have been; "

-Had the other constahle who waé éhpporting him on the

other side a revolver in his hand?

No there was no revolEer produeed whatsoever.

Did you tell us in th Statement the accused made when

you ware holding him.up whether he mentioned the name of .

the District Insvector?

Yes - D.I. MoGrath.

As the man-he had shot? A.As the man he had shot, yes,
CROSS-~EXAMINED BY counsm. FOR_THE DEFI‘HCE

Were you holding him n your arms for some minutes

before he began to make the Statement?

‘Yea.

That was. %he first thing he said, was it,"D.I.McGrath

'fell‘? A. ”D.I. EcGr th fellw; those were the firet

words that I caught.
He aid not mention th nama of the Policemen that he-
Baid dld not wait to e ahot, but fell?

No - at least I did not catch it._:

Of course you were nearer to him than anybody else?
1 was quite close to him.

What elsg did he aay? »
e sald that after the D.I. was shot he ran behind a
ditech and kept ﬁp a fire agqinét the others until they

went away..

And then he returned to the D.I. and remained with
him until he died? . Quite B50. ) _
You have not been in cLurt during the evidence ¢f the
first witnesses who. hawe been called? A.No,.

Would,you be su:prieed to hear that they all contradict

Which aﬁconnt_ig_thgt?'.-
They eay that McKeon wis not anywhere near the D.I.

for hours after the D.Ii had fallen, and that he could

_6_91 - ' L




A.

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: X
.. presentation of the ¢ase. ' :

COUNSEL POR THR PROSECY

1 am only stating what McKeon aaid to me.

y not surs that that is ‘a~true

3.

*Y6N:- The evidence was that nobody

eaw the accused come back. .

COUNSRL, FOR THE DEFENCR:t- It 18 a matter of comment. (To

. a8 you heard?

Qe

As
Q.

Qe

" witness as 5eing th
"the other eide?
COUHSEL FOR THE PROSECUTION:

COUNSEL FOR THE DEFENCE:w

A

Qe

the’ Witness) that wap the end of the statement so far
A.Yep. o N |
Were you out of the robm before hé wag taken awaj?.
Yes I was. ' |

A

That was somé 1itile time later?  A.Yes.

1 srould like to kngw whethér you reaognise the sixth

man who was holding McEoen up on

Bring the Sixth Witness into
Court and let him be identified. o |

(A Constable wae brought into the Court)

Vas that Witnese aitting on the
other side of HeKeon? )

That Witness was there, but I cannot aay whether he

was thefman whé wéa sitting on the other side of him

of not. Theré was gpme confusion at the time. Xnd as 1
have said, and I do not Temember. |

We have been told that some of the ‘Policemen had
revolvare‘1nftheir'holstera end gsome had not. You do
net’remémhef vhethdr that aixth-witneas had-his revolver
in nis Lolster? A.Fo, I do not, but I know I had

' my revolver in my'holeter.

Qe

A.

Q.
A

‘Had anybndy any co

eraation with the prieoner before
he began to make h s statement? h '

Nobody had any ccn ereation with him at all befure he
began his etatemen_. o

Was there no epeak ng at all in the room?

Yes, yeé, but therp was no conversation, in the sense

in which the word fconversation® is understood, with
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him with such a crimel at a time w}hen he was appgrentiy' ,

_dying.

. THE J’ﬁDGE MOGATE - Ybu aid not ocatch it but those are the

mct worda he used to 1earned Counsel for the Defenoe.

(The Witnees Withdraws}

i . ~

" (The Court adjourns at 1.5. ).

{The Court resumes at 2.45.)

{The Accueed is égain_ brought before the Court)

“duly sworn is
- followa:e
COUNSEL FOR THE DEFENCE

is called in and having been
examined by the Prosecution as

- -

.. Before thie witneas is examined

may I say -there is another witness that I should like to

'call for the Defence
I have only Juat ha.d
" He is going to prove

saw him in Dublin the ne:ﬁt day.

and who I understand isnow in Dublin..
instructions. It is Colonel Palmer,
the condition of the accused when he

I 40 not know whather it

R will l;e poasidle for him to be produced.

_ THE JUDGE ADVOCATE:
Dublin..
COUNSEI, FOR THE DRFENCEH

with ou't. nim. I am

beacause we have only

COUNSEL FOR THE PROSECT
possible, but it is
going to help. (To %

We will find out whether he is atill in

;

: if he is not in Dublin we must 4o
not going to aek for an adjourmment,
asked for him at the eleventh hour,
ITION: He will be produced if it 19

a little difficult to see how he is

ne Witness) Are you a Constable in

the Royal Irish Constabulary at Mullingar ? A. Yes.

Q. On the 2nd March of

’ parracka ‘at Mullinger ? A.

Q..' Where were you whon

this year were you in the Police
YQB'. A
this man was bdbrought in ¥ A. I was

in the Day Room. of the Hullingar Police Barracke.

ey




Qe
Q
. K e was ta.ken ‘tq .

Qe
N
.f- 9 or 10 minutes..
8. B
; ’by this man ? A

"
Q.

-e.tatemént.' ;

Had you got a. revc
Whera wa.s he taken

telephone. T

How BOQB wvae thﬁt

Before they ware ]

-

o _; L
lver on you at that time ? A. Ho. ;
to in . the room what part of the room‘

the far end of the Day Room near t.he

'Did you hear him aPk for a- Pr:leet or a Doctor ? A. Yes. -

after he came- in ? A. About ten ml.nutea

=S

?nt for di.d you hear an,y atatement made ‘

| Ho. _Aﬂ'._o;r they went awa.y he made a

,Then the Prieet ancl the Boct.or oame ? A. ‘i’eé. B

-

You went out and lm m :I.eft a.lone with them ? A. Yeo. e

-Then you cmne ba.ck

a.:ln a.ft.er they lmd gone 2 A. Yea. ’

Qe

£l Qe When you came back where ms the accused man i.n the room ?

: Q. Were you eitting d

Ao _He_ was ei_tting in the sa.me poaition.
Q. Did ;’roii eo ov"ér to h.tm ? A. - Yess -

Qe 'rell us what happened ? ‘Ae Ho stated 1n my preeence tha.t

" he was the man who thot B.I.Ecerath. S

Q. What d1d you do _~ d4d you sit down or what 7 Al stooa

7 Qe Wan a.nybod,y elae there ? A. Yea, there were several c::n-,

et.ahlea in the Daar Rdom. - - E :
Q. Did ynu hear thia say anything ? }.. He made a statee

ment,

5%. Did he say anyih:lng before he made B. 'étateﬁent ? ;A. Ro.

G Where ware yon when he bega.n to make a, atatement Y A. X
was just on his r:lght hand side. ' -

. Q%" Was he sitting on a bench'? ‘A. He: was aitting down for _

‘a t.tme, and then he - tooa up aga:ln. SR

? A. Firet of a].l 1 was aitting
down a.nd then.I etood up with him.-

B Bad you a revolver. t en T A. Ho.

Qe Befora he started to _'_e the etatement what do you eay
. as to any 1ndnoementsrbeing held out or amy threats -

heing made to this ; T A I used neither t.he one nor



9. ‘the oﬁher;“_jf_’ - B

o Q. Did ho begin to nake *ho etatement while you were eitt
~down on his tight, hannﬁside ? . A..Yes, .

Q. Yhat _d;l_.d he eay? . -He. He enid he was -th‘é man rho chot
| _HoGreth_.;'t'het. he was ip a oottage near his mother's hous

- and the'"'n-.tf. a'nd'-five oonetablee eame up the otroet..- The

.I. knocked at: the do "and ho oponod it, and when he oa
B ,’:they were police hé fip , a ¥ revolver that he had 1n hie
' right hand’ aad ehot th ' D.I. » -and the.t he then threw a
bomb whioh he had 1n h -3 left hand out at the poli.oe in
tho etreet and then th y ran azay. Be eecapad -
Q.. 'can you remember whst w rde he ueed about the eeoape ?
- or do you mea.n that h h:lmeelf eeoa.ped ? A. Yee he eaid
L 4 eeoa.ped.q..' 2utieem and that a poli¢eman whom he lned
followed him and kept f r:lng at him a.nd that when all

his amzmmition was. gone e went 'baok and that 1ater on '
'_he himeelf oame back an whiepored an Act of Contrition

. into the ear of the D.I. as he knew he was a Catholie.,
Qe .I want you to -‘be oorerul before you anewer thie question:

Did you or did you not v anything to the eooueed man - |

- bhefore he eta.rted to ma.k hie etatomont. Make qu:l.te sure
in your own m!.nd before 'ou answar t.he queet :Lon.'_ A. Nothing

. i

'-whatooever. : o : : o
&+ D1d you say onything abou him being a nmrderer ? #.. Ho.
Q. Quite sure.? - A. quite sur _ :

. Qe You t.old ne you had no regolver. A. I had not.‘ |
Q. Did you have any revolver at an;y time while he was me.king
 'his statement ? A, H_o. - - ‘
Q\. Neither ;.n your hend n"or ' your beit T -A. I had oo ‘

. revolver on my person at . .1.. P '

- Qe Where,w-ae'.your revolvor-;?’- A, Hy revolver wae in my 1ockor

" Qe You say you sat do\m enpporung the prieoner for a bit a.nd then

i

' you atood up R 2 A. Yel.

Qe _Who support_ed him efter you etood up ? - A. I eupported him; |




o ;he atood np with me._ o

- Qe wa.s he aupporting t.he

y _-:not positive who tha 1 _ _
" Qe Was there some‘body on ha other eide of the accused a.n

Qe :After the accused had

Q. You were in the Ba.y Roo. of tha Barracka when HoKeon was

' A. ‘Between ‘seven and ien.

) ’from beginning to end?

Qe ’Eould youahow the COn t hmr you mere eupporting him ?
A. Yas.- “He was weunded n the right side, up here. and he had -

‘hig right arm- round ny nack ‘and 1 had my left arm round

':hie body ‘and he waa 1' elining round ‘on me. B

L Q. o yon remember the hea.d. conatable who gave evidenoe here -

. you remember when you wera called 1nt.o the roam thie
. ',:.! T '

-

: morning and he- 1dent1 ‘1ed you 2 A Yaa. :

3 réused during the tim he waa making-
a atatemant 22 A ) 'rhe e va.a sumeone on hia left, “but - I am =~

ihn wagh |

. the time you were ther ? “Ae Yes. ’
Qe __Bo far a8 you could se wae thav'e a.ny threat or inducement .
| "by h:lm tc the accuaed
- by him. |
Q. Or by. anybody ? A.. Dr; :

A. Ro. there was no inducement

-

y anyhody. N
de ‘the statement what happened

" 't.o him, He was sat d aga.in. end he was- t.aken aavay._

. Q. Do you know where ha w ) taken to? AL ‘I'o t.he beat of L
| nw benef he was ta.ken T t.he muta.ry Hosp:ltal. R
T Q. Was he talcen m an’ am‘butnee ? A1 cou].d ‘npt aé.y. .
. . d ’

cross- hine

' Gounsel for the Defenoe.

'Q. You were not up at the R]ailway ata.tion ? Ae No.'.-

brought in?. A.Yes,.

T Qe How many other oonsta‘ble were 1n the Day Room with yon?

A, 1 could not say:’ there w re a good many. -

. Qe Roughly. about how many ere there? '

-

‘ . Q. ‘rhat was berore the eseo t. came m with Bzcxacn? A.Yes.
Q.;You cu.d not’ know him befope? A. Ho. - '
LR Ha.d you hea.rd. ‘of him? . A

.Yee I had heard of him
Q.lﬁov; 1ong had he been in t e Da.y Room. the whule time,

"‘:wi* .



-

A From once ha came in. until he was taken away?

Q Exactly. A I would be ‘over hnlf-an-hnur to the ,‘f
best of my-estlmhtibn.- '
Q . You had a revolver, or.céﬁfaeg'outaida the day-room.

A Yes. | i o - '
'Q You say it was not 1nside. but you had it aomewhsra or

l

other in the Berracks. | - ° A. Yes.

Q 'And-dll the Police h%d revolvéra_somewhere or other.

A "I axpect s0. _ ¥ R _ .
Q Some of thém.héd them| in the.day-rbom, had they not.
A I cannot say. R o

Q ¥hat was the first thing that was said either by or to

McKeon when he ceme in. i - A. i-do_hbt'know;'l cannot
say. _ _ | _ . o

Were you not very near him when hs waa brought 1n.

Yes, I was quite near gim

You could hear what he satd. - A. -Yeé. j

¥hat was the firat'thiLg he did 8ay. . A..- He asked for

prie;t and a doctor --- . priest first. . i |

Those were his first words. .- TIA{' Ieé.

Was anythlng said to ‘nim. - f'}'A._ I could not say.

You would have heard it if there had been.

I could have done but my attention was not directed to 1t

> O O O P O O > O

- at the time..

Q@ Did you know when -he wau bronght 1n or after. he wasa brought

| in what the charge against him was. . A, I did.

Q You knew ;hare was a cha ge-agqinst him of the murdér ofi
'D.I.McGrath. A, | Yes.- " _

.Q Who told you‘that. 'wés it befors he was brought in or efter
he. waqﬂ brought in. - | a. I knew ‘1t bofore he was brought
ih -- that there was a charga of murder against him.

Q This par;icular.mnrdér. A. _Yes.‘

Q So that whenhe waa_biéugni 1h'you knew at once that was
the mﬁﬁ who was supposed|to have shot D. I. McGrath.

5857{_
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or was it all in 3efk$ - sléﬁly; . A.

" So. that ha could not

I cama to that conclusion.

You did not hesr any ody telling him what the charge against

"him waa. A. ..

You told us that he was wounded and wag not very well able

to support himéelf. A. Yes.

Did he seem generally vefy me¢kJﬂ ‘A. He aid.

%hen he began to be able to speak was it consecutively,

Slowly; he appeared.
to be in pain. . )

Did he say anyghiné e éépﬁ ﬁh&t you have t01d us.
No,iﬁot_in my presenca. ‘: . ‘ | |
Of course before hé 53 en to make the statement you were
close ‘beside him. A. Quite close beside him.
For some manntea. A. Yes. _
ve aaid anything before what you.
i

have told. us, without our haaring it. " A. " No.

%When he had finlshed alout the act of contrition he remain-.
ed silent. co a. Yos. . | |
He did not say anything after that. "~ A.  No. -
You wera supportlng h1 - 'A.-. Yea. o
When he hed finished hik atatgmeht you left.

That éart of his statemont. .

How long did you.remgin-after-he hadrfinishédathgt part.
of the statement. A I wént‘pway immediately.'
Did ﬁou kﬁow he wes going to say something else-.
Yes, I thought he aég géing to say something more.

You kmew 1t was very important and yet -you went away. o

I went eway when he made that part of the statement:

Did you not realise that) he ﬁight be going to say some-
thing'elsq_thgt wés of bmportance. o A No.Xnnx

- You réalised pﬁat what he had already said was 1mportant.'

YGB- . . —' - : .. R - . /f 's

Will you tell us why you

suddenly formed the conclupibn

that anjthlng'else he'migﬁt say would not be important.

R
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Q You caﬁﬁq\‘make any su

. Barracks. . A. Yos,

A 'i'eame to the conelu ion that when he was making the state-

ment to me he appear d to be in great pain. He sat down
then. and .he closed hils eyee and there was ailence for a few'
minutes, snd I.vwent away then. _

Q@ Then, &8s far as you ow,.that wasg the -end. of the etate-
ment.- A. Yes, thbt|is the conclusion I casme to, -

Q I thought 80. Have you any euggestion to maka why the

. accused mentioned the name of D.I.McGrath except the euggee-
tion whlch you know 1 being made here. A. Tt wes a
voluntary statem nt he ‘made.

Q I ynow. WHe have heard| that word "voluntary etatement“
‘several times. Can you make any suggestion why he made a
voluntary statement ab ut District Inapectcr McGrath rather
than about any other sub joct. A, No.

Jgeepion with regard to that.
VNO{ . S _ .

Q It:eould be & felse sug eetioe if anybody sald {t was be-

csuse he had been called & murderer in the .day-room of the .
that would. he quite untrua

Q It would be false if 1t was stated that a revolver had bean
drawn and’ presented at him. A, Yes, that would be
entirely false. . . . _
RE-EXA&IHED BY CJUNSEL FOR THE PROSFCUTION.
€& You ars a Const&ble. -,A.: Yos.
Q It has been suggested that you ought to heve made quite
_ sure that he had finisheJ.hia statement before you wont

away. Were there some other Police officers present while

. he was making hils statement. ~A.  Yss.

7Q- And District Inppectors. . A, Yes, )

Q@ How many. A. . There VWes one to my knowledge.

Q And a Head Constable._ | _ AJ. -Yes..

Q@ And the Sergeant.who has g ven evidence here this morn-

ing. ~ A. Yes. | , _
43 The}~were all present while he wasAmaking the statement.

7;5,
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A Yes.

Q ‘And & number of other Constables too. A. Yes.

. THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: As|I understand‘}ot, you .were actually |

holding up this man during the tima that he was making
this statement? |4,  Yes. _ | _

Q Did‘ﬁoﬁ notice whether he was in pain. = A. Yes.
Considerable pain. - A. Yaa; 60931defable pain.

Q fou were practically holding on td him,. were ﬁou not -- I
_meanrsupporting him entirely.

A lot entirel&l- he wasireclining on ms, you see.

| | (The wit ees_withdraﬁs;),

.

IS CALLSA in and having been duly

gworn 19 examined bg Counsel for thﬁ Prosacution as

follows :-

Q Are you-a Sergeant in he Royal Iriah COnstabulary. A. 'Yés.

QR On the 2nd. March of this year were you in chatge.of the

Police Guard over thls man at the Qilitary Bgrnacks, Mullin-
gar. A. I wag. | N |
'Did_jou golto‘the cell pof the accﬁ;ba dﬁiing the hzght.'
I did, regularly. | . | |
How often. ‘@. 1 :lac_d.the:guards every‘hogr. _
Did he say anything to you when yo@ wdnt io see-h;ﬁ at
.any time. A, Yes, I heard him make statements.
Q Just tell us what he said to you. - A. He said he was
- the men that led the attack on the Auxiliaries, and.that he
shot McGrath. )
‘ CROSSEXAMINED BY ,OUNSEL FOR THE DEFEKCE.

Q- What time of night did y‘u visit the accused in his cell.
A I started about 12 o clock, and I visited him every hour
until about half-nine th fol1ow1ng day.
Q Did he make the statemen to you once obp twice'dr how ﬁaﬁf
~ times. ) EZ, He r l1terated it; hé was boaéting
“about the thing. - |

Q Did you meke eny observat on as to his physlcal conditbon,

74
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"Twhcm he. was: making stat

B0

" ‘end the killing of ponc'

Vrnot say 80. .l- Do "_.{_ -

Yo, I A1d; end he tdld me himsslf sbout it. * At one

, Yea he did. _
Would you agree'witBVOi

-iimefa CGrﬁsrglzcamg down from the Adjutant s office to

;gétlﬁis égrract-gama %nﬂ addresa end 1 entered,the cell -

'"'?ﬁand 1eaﬁéd up!agéinst thB wall ﬁith.a piace of paper to

.-, reached - ;
take down his name an. addrass and ha xmzhaﬂ up to me and-

5'caught hold of my bel hsra.' o .

Pas. he 1y1ng on tha £ oor. . f:._fh; "Ro, he had & sort

}of bed in the cell. _y revolver was on that, side end I

' took 1t anﬂ pasaed 1t to the man outside. -MGKeon said’ .;i,‘
" "You naed not mind ‘as [T G dying men, but I. am a good :
'shot. ut.n hot.h my righ}t end left hand“.

'Did he appear to be 1n & dying conditlon.k

I'em not a msdical man and-----'

-

I know you ‘are not, hnb surely you can tell without being

:.a medieal man nhether e uas 1n a dying conditian or not.f '

'_neak.

elae to yau on any cfygur visita.

"My visits to him were: ‘brief and a6 I ‘tell you only once .

en hour, énd thare weraLothar men. in the call with him to

manta.

Did he talk to you abou a nnmber of other thinga.'

or ths titneases who deyoaed to

‘his earlier statement t_at he was “rambling on" A No,
- the other ‘things I was '

-_'rerring bo are, thinga snpposad -

not to be relevant to ti 8 cese - about leading attacks,

in other parts of the country.

Vias he talking about difLerent piggg and differentavents.
All the events dia potn pp@n At the‘same time‘ybd‘éee. ',"
I kﬁow they . did hpt, b A Thﬂre might, h&va basn a moht
betwaen_thq-éttacka on -sgme of these Barraeks. . s
. . 4 L

Wbdld‘yqu'agree witﬁ,tna.opher-w%tnqss who aa;dgtﬁat'he

wes telking in a disqu%q sort of way.. A. I would
.{!_ : . Sl g
WOuld you say he was perfactlyi‘alm cool end collected _

._ .;"

35
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‘ of it, but.-he was. talki

 Auxiliaries and that he

and ‘& bomb in-the other,

and was giving you a traightforward logical atory and the

aequence of events. . A. He appeared to be clear'

_enough’ in his mind me tally.

And physically. “‘A.' I pave told you hﬁ was weak, but
I could not go into th degree of weakness.

_ You were not present in the daeroom at all, were you.

Yes, 1 was there most of the time he was there .

D14 you hear him meke dny statement in the day-room.

'Yes, I heard him making a statemsnt in the day-room, but

there wes another man t king & note of'that.
Would you tell us what you haard him say in ths day—room.
The killing of Mr McGralh e

-I do not want a descrip ion of what he said I want to'

'know‘the words he used. A. I'did not take a nots

of having epistol in one hand

nd shooting Mr HcGrath at the door
of the cottage, and thatihe haa led the attack on the
ad?ieﬁ'aoﬁe of them off when he
had them ih‘his power. ~ |
In which part of the day- oom were you. o A. ‘I was
at the other end of the d y-room..

There were & number of other Police in the -day-rodm were

there not. A. . Yes, a good many.

‘May I take 1t there was a cortain amount of conversation

‘going on between the Polic rthemaelves} A. WNo, I

do neot .think therse was much.

You do not suggest, do- you that the,Poliéé wefe in the
room for half-asn-hour withdqut speaking to each other.

I gave not made sny sugges fon at all; I seld there was

not rmuch conversetion.

I ask you was there not a certain amount of conversation
going on bstwsen the Police during that half-en-hour.
It 18 quite possible that one men may have meds a remerk

to another, but there was n suchfthing as aggneral'
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R COUNSEL FOR THE DEFENCE.

Aa!-.u
. {;..

-

_coﬁvé%satiqn“qf-d;scuééion going on. -

- . R

I was not thera the

_whbié of.fhé'time;f h do not. know the exact time he came '

tortha Police Barrac

s, poseibly about 10 o olock, and -

at 10 30°I left the olice Station with ﬁcKeon to-go to-

the Milltary Barracksg,

&nd during that half-hour I had

been out of the day-room for aoma time..'

Q' Was he speaking 1n,a-
across the déy;room:‘
ahaklng‘hgnds-with the

Q After thet he made the

- hear 1t;‘.“f'-'{}.44
- him, '

THE JUDGE ABVOGATE' Yéb,

-A Yes, Icould hear it distinctly.;

am talking now.,

- of the dying man about

T

aqfficiently"strong'voice to be ‘heard

A;_ When I went 1n he was

clergyman

statement.-- o A. o Yes.

‘And he made';ﬁ 1h.a“suff1cient1y atrong voice for -you to

_ I waa not paying mch attention to .

but what he did say you could hear?

He was talking Juat aa I
.. Feo

Lhen thare could not have been.much

him Af thet 18 802 - - A.. I do

. not know anything about that he said himaelf that he was

@ dying man., .
Q 'You remember ths sixth
in here before ma? f”[
Q Yes.'l,“' A{E Yes. |
"Q- ﬁhera was he- ahen you ¢

‘not tell you._

Q You remembar the Head-c

Q I do not know his name

who he was.

. COUNSEL FOR -THE pRosmoUTToa
- COUNSEL FOR THE DEFENCE:. .
© COUNSEL FOR'THE "PROSECUTION:.

on this piece of paper.

WItnega;; e A. The ﬁaﬁ vwho came

Emg 1ntq the rbomQaj A. I could

nstﬁbié;”:‘" A.J_'mr S -

No doubt my friend will tell you

taquyou want me to tell him?
Yes. . . L
-I-ha%e wfiﬂtan his hamé“dowﬁ e

(Slip of paper handed to witness).

'CGUNSEL FOR "HE DEFEHCE.a Ba you remsmber him?

e Certainly.

Q He was present whan you

came 1nto the room. :'ﬂ;imYéS-.

e
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Do you remember where ho-was when you came into the room.

No I do not.

O o

In féct,.jou do not re'nmber mich except thése words you
hesrd in a strong volce across the room. - A. If you had
| boen there you would npt have been taking aﬁy parti&ular
note’ where each men 1g the day-room was standing, and if
you &sk me éftérwards the position of each of these people
in this room I am not %ﬁle to tell you.
hen did the accused go to the M111tary Hospitel.
At half-past 10 , whan we:laft th§ R,I,C, Barracks.
. The same night. A. | Yeg. ) ' s

o o > o

What time wes it-whgn he was puﬁ into‘the cell. A, I
d1d not make & note of It at the time. Fe mwent into the
Vard and the Militery dbctor dressed him, end I should sﬁy,
giving an hour for that, that it wgﬁld be about half-eleven
when ﬁe was put in the cell. - He had to be put into the
Ferd first of all and'pis wounds dressed, and there is-a
Aaistance of about 400 yards from the cell to the Vard.

' { The witness withdrawa).

1s called in

énd having been duly sworn 1s examined by Counsel for the

Prosecﬁtion a8 follows :-

On the 12th April d1d you arrest this man. A. Yes, I did.
Did you charge him. A. I did.

Where did this take place. AZ. 1In Mountjoy Prison.
What did you charge him 1£n. A. - I charged him with

the murder of District Inspector Thomas MeGrath at Kilshruley

: ) - January
Ballinalee in' the County |of Longford on the 7th Kaxzk ,1921.

Q Did you give him the usu 1l legal ceution. A, 1 4iq.
Q Did he say anything in a éwar to the charge. A. No, he
made no statement. | ‘

Q Did he make any statementi to you st that time. A. No.

COUNSEL FOR THE DEF+NCE: Ildo not cross-examine.

COUNSEL FOR THE PROSECUTION:| The accused mads no statement
al the taking of the Summery of Evidence. and reserved his
defence. That 1s the casé for the Prosecution.

L .
e :
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T -THE JUDGE ADVOGATE:
' Defence ¥ | B
* GOUNSEL FOR THE pn&é%?é%;gﬁf.
THE JUDGE. ADVOCATE: Any W

' GOUNSEL FOR THE DEFENCE: . it

decide whether their evl

toi.character or not, but I

P
LI

o

" .- .
B T O

L iniend to call witnesses for the

Yei;

LtﬂBBBOB as to character 7

13 rather diffioult for me to

danco will be considered 8s going

propose to pall saveral.'

(
GOUNSEL FOR THE DEFENCE:

while I make 1t.
I

which he wishes to read.
“taken 6?:.,1 |

THE PRESIDENT:  Very well.

accused makes his statemen

. from tha accused. )

LI

'THE ACCUSED: el orricer

| THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: (To_thd accused): Do you Wish to make &
statement in your Doten%e 1 | '
'THE AGCUSED: Yes. Perhaps you will taka off these little things

Indithing the handcuffs ).
undeqatphd he has Written a statement

That is the reason whﬁ he wants them

Let them be taken off while the

t.” (Thq handcuffg_yébe removed

and Gentlemen of the CourtJMartial,

the people of all nations
services of their sons in
that the principle, which

Slavs and the Gzecho-Slavo

5d treatment aa_an Officer.

. a8 & murderer.

their darénce as a right.

But you are hare to try .
Why ? --= just:

defpncé of my native land. The

dheo of ones native lé?d,hés ever been a privilegeito

and éll nations have demznded the
Be sure
is a proper principle for the Jugo-,

kians, the Belglans and the Serbians,

is eduallj.a principle ths
my -atand on that principlej.
of byftﬁe people of Irelan

t is propeé for the- Irish. I took
That stand hae beaen fully approvad

d and I am glad to fael that in

carryiné out my duties‘to-%y oountry 1 have alwaya acped 1n

. 7

e i

5

] : , _{
,‘________k—-r’/” r—f‘-—@ ‘

~




,ﬁ; my_ baok.uhen he saw me
o as 1 was rising up I wa

ie
H

' ﬂ Anyone can underatand

‘ ,atabulary.a
- few moments previoua t

_--- and they had advan

. up: on me beroro I foum

Y
T
o d

A -
’g s

the back -—— porhaps te

reason to disparaep ‘them.

, 1s not trua, but they
did 1t according to thair
o they did 1t without or

: prove that nhen they W

time, whether they uo

'myself or allow them t

‘I was oalled a murdere

atterwards._ I fell on ny face and

B
”\

s beatan a11 along witb rirles on

n- strokes risht on the back. I have no

1n any nay or to say anythlng that

did that. 1 will not say that they

ordera and I will not say that .

dor.

re’ prisoners of mine I did not at any '

Bn& I am oalling witnesses to

wounded, -or unwounded 111-treat them -
be 111-traated by any of our men.
1n the - pay Room ofuthe,Barraoks.

asily'tnat when I Went into the Day

Room thare nas a hubhub o “uoﬁson the. murderer 13 1n .

Yes, but I aa.yp "Moﬁ.oo

In the prese

p the man wéf’igfiﬂﬂﬂa.

nt case you uill try me for the murder

of ur McGrath a Diatriop Inapqotor.of the Royal ;rish\cpn-_,

What happe

in & small labourer 8

néd on‘tpaﬁsbcoasipn ¥as this: I was

‘cottage. . i.had c@llad there oniy é

o'thd arrtvalfof'the rorce. I uas

surrounded by the Crown Forces - what I oall an enemy force

neﬁ}withou& my. knowledge. They were"

d 1t out: There Were Lwo very o1ld

| ladies 1n the houae and natufally 1£ nould not have been

renaonable or risht for me to start to raise a row 1naide

or to put up a defanc
atreet and mat them.
tnough the odds were
Inspector had his rev

ranks had their rifle

1ns£de. So ruahed out on the

11 met my enomies face to face, even

:eavily asainat‘ﬁa. Tha Distriot

iver at-the “Present““‘.ﬂia other

. X o
.at .the “Ready ~== @very one. ' ‘Fire

I .

wag opeged by both siiae_aimultanoouely.5#nd after the

. that his men Were runbing asay down the road.

&1

: fifstfexchangp I nbt;béd tpat ihs:qfflcer-had‘fallen~dnd

Bﬁﬁfl wish
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fo_emphnsiie_thétJI\firod at an enemy force - not at any

particular individual.| I fired at that force as it ‘appeared

 before nes Qergpantﬂ an swears that,he fired at ma. Sergean
:-Giemens'sweare that he |[fired at me, Constable Gllbart swears

-'innt he fired at no,”-_ e Officer wvas between those mon and

i mjse;f'and ii wou1¢_5¢ fuat as reasonable to supposo that

“the District Inspector. Ias killed by. the firo of any of then

ag bi wme. He 8imply fell 1n the fign% and 1t aight as. easily

‘1have been any other member of his force. It might more easily

. have been myself 1n‘v;e " of the,mannér in which I was surround

and outnumberod. ’ o .
‘ It has been sworn also that 1 made cortain statement'

1n the Polioe Barracks @t Mullingar. Woll, 1 do not know

whether I mnde then_on,nrt, but I remember,dtstlnctly{one

_statement ihét 1 aia mnkE .I.have & distinct rocolleotion

of it.* It was that Thouas Devine of Ballinalee was wrongfully

". convicted even according to. Ensllsh law,." 1 said at Mullingar

-oertainly ha did not do A

'that if the witnaases wh had beon awearins against Devine

- Were brought 1nto my pre ence thay would Boe that I waa the

man ‘-who had been 1n oomm nd and not he. Yet Devine 13 now

-sufrorins a 1ons term of 1mpriaonnent for’ eomething ahich

d whioh { as certainly’g;g%,

-

I aish to aay t nany that I am not guilty of the
foul offence_of murder. he peopla of Longrord who have
elected me. thoir reprosonlatlve know thot, and the peopla of
Ireland who have mod 80 me

/—

that. I tako this opport 1ty of thanking ths people of

of my fellow offtcers als0o know

v

Longford for their confiddnce 1in me. . That conridenoe 1o uy

Justification, as it is my authority, for nhat 1 havo done..
I-iako:thisropportuniigﬂgi o to pgy-tributa to the ga;lnntry

and loyalty of_theoonradet.lho bave fought by my side. They
bave atood up to supeniortnumbera hno snperior oquipmenﬁ, and

-




I _'.:,.

’” an Officer of the Irieh Army and 1 merely claim the same rlght

’ own people.;;’

- made by the prisoner I

: which haa been, 31ven b,

| Poasibly 1f the prison

I havo no doubt the C

,,,,,,,,

evary time they: have come-outjvict6p10u5§¢J 

L From you I ‘erave no merey éﬂd no?faVOur; ‘I am

x
N

f"at your ﬁands as you would have received at mine had the fors"

tunes of war raversed»the posltiona._ It you do not glve me’

that right ‘and 1f you

exeoute me 1nstead then tbere 13 one’

r: request that 1 make. MIt ia that you giva mg daad body to my ‘

relativas so that mJ remains may be 1aid to rest amongat my

"’l“_ PR

(The handcuffs Wered replaced upcn the accused)

GOUNSEL FOR THE DEFENCE-

atatement whloh he hag

for aome little time 1

dendélfér the'crown.

‘After the atatament uhich has been

do not propoae to waata any of the

‘jtime of ‘the - Court by diacusslng the details of the evidence

y the wvarious witnesses for the Crown.
or. had not made the very full and frank
mada, I aould have had to detain you.
n discusaing Bome disorepanoiea, which

ourt hae obaervad, ‘between- tha accounts‘

3
, given bylvarious mggb#rs of the Crown Forces uho gave evi-

I might have had_tq.say aomething about

':‘the difflculty 1n accepting the‘alléged Biatemént made by
‘.the priaonar in mullimgar as evidence,Ahaﬁlnélregard'to
 :the fact that 1t was deposed to differently by diffarent
q :w1tnaases for the Crown, having regard to the fact that
S ) described the priaonar ag' coming baok and whispering

:-5~an act of contritlon 1nto the ear of the dying Diatrict

Inspector, when ano*her witness had proved, I think pretty

,_conclusivaly that ha cpuld not hava besn there at that

time and gLao that-the Dlstrict Inapector dled upon the

- sppt?aftér“peingfsnpt;f

.

But oi couree, those are, as I

perfectly recoguise, minor ﬂiscrepancies, Bnd in view of

v ’ - . S
s . . .
Joel .. . Lo
. % . . .
B - e W



e — }.'théiaﬁtitude whioh the grisoner himself naélpakéﬁ up'I
o do'ﬁot intend to d¥ell upon them ényffurthep.. _
-'Thefﬁvidancé~whiéh I intend tGSCallliarthe evfdence,
" curiously enough, of .threa members of the Auxillary Divislon
‘ of;fhe‘R6§a1 Iriah Constabulary. It ‘9ill be for this COurt
to s8y when they havetn rd:that_év;dppco whe@heg it 1s .
strictly speaking to be racbived aé eQ;denoe ae'to character
" or as evidenqe-in the ordinary aonse-§£ tbé-uofd; I-pfopbse
..ta,oall them to pfove what happened in tha ambush at Ballinales
" which was rékérgéd to'in the statemenh which numerous witnesss:
bave sworn the prisoner mgde 1n uplliqsaq, and ;_sgbmit that

as the statement has been bﬁt in evidence ---g:

bouﬁsmn FOR THE fnosﬁo‘uwxor: ' AL your :'equost.
COUNSEL FOR THE DEFRNGE: I quite asrae, at my requeat. As 1t'
| haa baen put 1n ovtdenca and aa, of course, it must in some
1 degree affoot1he court, I ask tbe Court, both aa evidanoe as
to ‘character and as ov dence in the ordinary senge of the
word, ror 1eavo to oal the witnesses to prove what really ,
took-place on . thdil oce sion. I submit that.I &m entitled to
. '-‘dqth_at. B | | N |
i ' - ﬁdw, Sir, m :i tell you,very éﬁ§rt1§'1 hope, what
| thefevldence uili be w th'regard to that _ambugh. It.there :
is anything I say which is not supplemented by the avidence
e /Qf the three gsntlemen I am about to call, I hava sufficilent
confidence in the Courf to know that they will be able to
s : : dispoﬁnt.it-in'so far as it goes beiond the'e%idsnco I.nbpe f
| they win ,g;ivé -e= but|I do not. think it will go be;ond that.
-I ask the Court now to accept me as speaking for the prisonar.
It 18w long-étory-and it would be difficultjfor the prisoner,
the Blacksmith of Ballinalee, to make it to the Court, and

' g I £her9fora ask the Court to let me hake_the'aiatement on




s tha”abootiﬁg
. ders of Auxillg?ﬁﬂﬁb

' ;'f1rat tendar and some

. will'be told by the oy

.',1: they. surrendared th
 ”‘After they had surren

. "fes" and be told the

.on tﬁa'bc

L

?..hia‘ﬁephir;,
of Distri

' an . amhuah in *he.road
H

'ﬁ:_glve-eV1dehce will'tel

'blown up by Ahe’ sxplos
Lkillqd;and_otparsrwcne

- éthér tender behind i

';f a force of the Iriah Rapublican Army..

4 ¥

aalon, uhich waa a short time after -
L Inppootor MoGrath thsre had bean
1th a land mine.-Thero Aere two tan—
‘he cadets who are going to*appear and’
3 you that aome of tnem wera in the

in’ the second. The 11ret tender vas
lon of the” mine.

q;, )
All were thrown out,

gome of tho occupants
The

came’ to B halt and was attaoked by

=in;ured.

A fight want on for

"T:some oonaldarablo L1560 wen I believe for thraa—quarters of

tlgan hour .or more; . and Jn

atruggle aeatnst attac

':outnumbered thom, the

]“Hcﬂeon, tho Gommander

1

w;'rired ‘after him; I bo

' and went on and then

'he deserves his life

fOne or the other woundeé

.';Kgon what ho was goin
anawered ”I guppose 1

'know what would happaL

”ryou; 1 w111 treat you as you ahould be treated“
who 1is here tofday said,

Moﬂbbn'anawéred "No,
of the Gadeta came up
g Bounded; may I &o down

own wounded. Anogper

Auxiliaries tinally suruendared.

ered one of tuem ran away.

and said

the ond, after putting up a gallant
kers who had shelteras and oonaidarably
You
tnasaes thét they were called upon by
of tha Foroe, to. surrender, and that

ey nould be treated aa priaoners of war.
_ Shote vere
1eve he waa hit, but he got up again
cKeon 1ntervoned and aaid, "Let him go,
ona and that partioular man got awvay..
d &uxiliariea cama out and asked Mc
't6 do with them. He saye tuat MoKeon
we changpd plaoes 1t would be aasy to
' I em’ not gplng to do anything to
'Cadet- Keeble
TAre you not going to do us in" and
I am not gping 10 do you in®. Anotber,
"Our. Gommander is aefiously

T

and aee after him?“ hnd McKeon said,

'-'r

rast of tne- to go and see after their
Cadet, Maddocks,'oame to him and said



oatn

-,-.'advantasb ---.that thi will not be corroborated by any of :

Y A .'.'

that héxshﬁted’ﬁhia?”fﬁy the. wounded‘and Mcﬁaon sent bim

Iloff with tno other Oadets and tno of his own men to maka sure

:,ﬁ;hat thay would be abla to &t 1t to a neigbbourlng oottage
',;vof‘ﬁéior to use for tbmir own WOundad., A message waa sant,.
.r_ . v

_{to hig that ona of tho Offlcera of tha crown Forces who ‘had " |

’

-ffbeen aariously woundad wanted to apeak to him. I Hant to ,'

'“tell you boforehand -=p bacause 1 do not want to tako any

T

the three witnasses Uh will ba called. I am merely making«
' a atatement non uhich 8. uncorroborated axcept by Mcﬁeon

himgelf. It 13 a stat mant that iaa made by MoKaon himaelf*

‘u{ and I suhmit, making this statement on hia behalf I am
entitled to put 1t befLra the court and the COurt can accept
-:. 1t for what it 13 wort 3o MoKbon went to this Offioer and |
'the Ofxl ar aaksd him "are you tha Commandant“ aud MoKeon _ *
: 'rep11sd “Yes ) The dyiug Officer -~ for be. was dying ——— E
- ‘'said. to hlm, 'For mysﬁlr I do not mind, as I ‘am dylng, but f
what ara you going to do uith my fellows?“ MoKaon ansnered

"“Your fellowa w111 ve all’ right but I suppoaa 1f we changad

"placea I know how. 1t léuld be with us*. .The Officer —

“Ho, I would treat ya all right booause I aee you can play

"the game.. If I sent ly men away 80 tha:b;ymay no* hsar might
"1 ask you your nawe. s I am dyins?" HoKaon answered "There
 13 no. need to aend your men'awﬁj; The Britisb Govornment '
';allege that I am: a muwderer, but I want Jou to undaratand
' that. neithar T nor anv of my -on are. murderers and he. then
-: 'told the Officer that| ne was Gommandant MoKeon. The Officer
A';then aasad him “Wny dld you 1sane oreera for this ambuah?"

‘McKeon answoradr“ﬁhatﬁright bava you here. Thie 1a. our

f?_ oountry ‘and we are fi#hting in’ dafance of 1t“ ' The Cfficer

-
P

'anawered "Yes, right. You daserve your freedom, you can

e »"

‘play the game and he shook hands with McKeon and then died.

4
e s N % . B ..\ .
M : : : C




!

'

McReon will- tell you that after that he went over to one

of th_lorrieslin order to burn 1t. One of hia men there

' sa® a Sinn Pein flag wrich bad been ————

COUNSEL FOR THE PRQSECUTICNS I do nci want to interrupt my

19 very 1rragular.

1

friend but raally.this
Nobod

THE JUDGE ADVOCATEI

you do that you are irr
~but inasmuch as the aca

in circumstancee BO dif

the Gourt to stop you.

COUNShL FOR THE DEFENCE:

1t was not quite, regul

for the_accuaad. I am
ions and I'feel 1t my
put what he has told m
'technlcally sneaking i
© be ev!ﬂence‘as‘to_ohar
H _McKeon says
‘ seeing a Sinn Feln fla
.tﬁe,lér?y and he made
This will be told you
ﬁaid "These are prison
‘do nothing of'#he kiné

saw another Officer.

what his name waa but l think it was Clayton.

was wounded 1n his arm

McKeon "Are you not go

Then.the O0fficer said ¢
difference.unleSS'you'c

then produced some rudf

to bandage up the woun

1

X recognises probably better than

egular in making the se obsarvations,

uaed is on trlal for his 1ife and

ficult I do not think I should advise
|

I kiak have already msaid that I knew

r-aad that I was mékihg?this statement
actlng‘slmply on.my oliaﬁt’s fnstruct-
uty, 1f-tﬁe Court wilil permitgﬁa,'to‘
‘before the Gourt. I admit that
would not be evidsnce, ‘but, 1t would
cter. u ' % '
hat one of his mep ﬁasrannoyed at .

which apﬁarantly wae traliling behind

3 .though to shoot one or ‘the Auxiliariee

y Maddooka. MocKeon Btopped him and

rs, I am '1n Command here and you will

After ] while McKeon went -down_ and |

The Cadets will be eble QO tell you

This Officer

and side and leg. Ke again asked

mngrto do us“in?" and HoKe9n satd "No".
o him "I am agraad'it'ulll make no

:an.gpt us,somé msdical éid". McKéqn
lmentary first-ald outfits and began

ded Officer. As he Hag doing that

the Officer said to him that reinforcements were coming.

&1
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"COUNS&L FOR TEE DEFENCh: Ve

-
¥

Of course, as I have told you, one of the cadets had ‘already
.. escaped . - '
" .gBked and this Officer aaid to MoKnon, "You had better be off
-'otherﬂiae you nill be captured-. HcKoon said “I am in no

'hurry, I will finiah this Job" and he finished mhat particular—

. job and.bound up the Offioer.r Thia wiil be oonrirmad by

- the Cadéiéiﬁﬁbrﬁre.éoing to be produced. Mcﬂeon-then led .
. his men away no doubt to taks up another poaition._

| “ I quite reco tsa that part at any: rate, of
f"what 1 have. said to»the Gourt s not 1egally evidanoe but .

- I thought it ny_ggpy to put 1t before the COurt becauae I _
'-'£hink'1t 1é-vary}imbcr£#nt having regard to the speeoh which

:Hcﬁeon himsalt has made Lo show you that what ha has said

i was not raally amis-placel boasting but that he really does
:guoccqpy_the_qhazaotgr_whinh he olaima to occupy.;E
L Now, siF, may.1 rafar to an 0fficer in'the British

.Fordes, Hahorﬁdompfon;SmJth and to the 1ast letter ——ew

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: We do tot, know what the purport of this

te gotng to be. | ..

COUNSEL POR THE DEFEHCE&' i_nas onlj gplns to draw a parallel

between the conduct of. JcKeon and that of Major Gompton-Smith.

THE JUDGE ADVGGA&E: If you are goiag to read something to us

out of a nenspaper I do not think we can tave it,-

wall, Slr,_I bow to your ruling

at once. All I wanted to'lmake clear to the Court 13 tnis,

that in the seenes of tra'edy which are surrounding us every

-day now 1t is a great thing to gpt an ocoasional glimpse of
" something which is bettarn¥ne brlgbt. 1 have put this
‘ before the Court to ahow tmat somathing better and brighter
"does axist and that ﬁcﬂson 13 not aa ha has said the

‘ ordinary murderer he is said %o be. If this Court-Maruﬂ.ﬁmds

it 1ts duty to find bim guilty of murder, what I want to |

56

V-




:ehow the Court 15 that te hae never been guilty of anything .
'.that oan be oalled cold-blooded brutality, and that he
’Jx‘oannot be called ‘an aeeaeein, elthoush technioelly the law ::
tf may oall him a murderer. Take the 1noident eith*regard to
:‘whioh he 15 nou charged wnen a foroe of eix—Police-came to

the oottage 1n which he mee alone with two old women.; Finding

.himeelf ageinlt euch eupsrior odde there 1e no doubt ‘that

7. fhe fired e ehot and no doubt he fired firet but regarding
: -him, as he regarde himee £, ae an Offloer 1n a hoetile foroe,.
was there anything wronJ or anything criminal or unoivilieed '
- in- what he dld end when you oome to the other epieode, ehen

J-he hed prisonere in hie care whom he might have eleughtered

R if he had been thinking only of. hie own eafety he certainly

would have kllled, beoauee every one he let go wae a poeeible

‘F.witnese efterwarde asain t him -—e 1e 1t not a high trihute

f to hie oharaoter end ohi elry that he let them gp 7. You

‘ heve 1t from hie own ett tude. He has etated himeelr that
17 he would not get the ‘sam treatment from the other eide ee
‘he aocorded to them. Ta

i

in:the face of that not elieving he would be treated with

e that as hie own attitude. A man

AR

T"——“U'“T’W—O

'”i olemenoy 1f he was’ ceugh knowing that he would be tried

. on.a oapitelgoherge.when ver he wae caught yet he never

lexeroieed any right te k1ll - hle prieonere. He bound up

" with bis own hands the Wounds of thoee who Were woundad,_

i

1ty, and he let both them and

I-‘-—*O-——F—O‘"-

.1fafforded them every feoi

the unwounded ao.f”' e

N . I have very 11 tle more to add hecauee I think
'-ﬁhie own etatement mede 1 perfeotly oleer what hie atti— 3
tude is. but whether I addreeeing myeelf to you, or |
‘f‘to whatever authority 1t nay be which 1n time may have to
- confirm or to review the eentence ahich you may give nay

I expreae the hope that hoth you and that euthority will

fg%f - .'.ulﬂf '”_ o )
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'waa able to play the ga£

'*QI
"COUNSEL FOR THE PROSEGUTIO i

. COUNSEL FOR THE DEFENGE.I

Q: Were you thrown out ? A. I was dazod.

o> B > P

> O

. Ballinalee ? . A The 20t

At that time were you st

?Whera were you ? A. I w
ftender.
._Was there an exploslon o

i roado

Yes..

take 1nto account the we

-.,!..":

£ ‘\.
MoKeon waa a man who in

GADET MADDOCKS 1L

3 v ' . .
P T ] '

rda of Lhe dying officer whom L

I hava mentioned, and that you will realisa -l whataver ﬂ

-
P

2 teohnioal view tﬁe law’ may take - that at any rate,

the worde of that dying Offioer o

e. . I oall for Cadet Maddocka. o

dul gworn 15 -]

DEFENCE aa follo

Iriah Conatabulary ? A
1 believe so-e lxttle tl

oalled 1n and. having been _ _:‘

ined- b GOUNSEL FOR THE

_-“,‘fq Are you a Cadet in the uxillary Division of the RoYal

Yea.,3 , o "iﬁjfi{__

me ago.-t---;3fi .

1 think you may lead.. .
ihat nas. the date. of the émbush at
h February, 1921.

ationed in Longford T CA. Yes.

Did you take part in thﬁt ambush F; A. Yes.

1 think your partchonsi
Auxiliariea ? A“\Yes.

1y what happened.until I

Some of your companions

-

Yes. . - -_ﬂ .Rj" o

: After putting up a fight

surrender Ly A. Yae.la.

Yes.

sted of two motOr lorrias containiz

as onﬂthe driving-aeat_éf';ﬁe'fifd
f a 1and mine 1n t.he road ? A.,Ya
I did not know exa

found myself on the aida of the

%épé killpd and'adme woﬁﬁdedi?_f_.'

s

_¥Was fire bpeneq upon you aﬂq upon thé‘aecond'iqrry-i'

:or some time did you finally

Do you know ‘#ho was the Jommandaut of the oﬂpeb.siqe'? .

90|
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o P o o

'to go down the road. He

the firlng'and gave us p

“Who was it éf‘ﬂa"wné acéused._'

”D1d he aay anything to: you after you aurrendered ?

Yea,'I spoke to him and asked him &ho wag in charge.

What did ha say T A. He

McKeon of the Iriah Repubiipan army .

replied: "1 am.é.I ammcommandanti

-

After the aurrender did be aay anything about the right you

had put up T
Yes, he congratulated us

Was anything ‘sald to him

in my haafiﬁg on -the fight we had

:put up and sald he was sorr&’that We had 80 ﬁaay paople hit.

about your uounded people ?

Yea, } ¢ asked ‘him myaelf Jho was in oharge for the purpose of ..

getttng permisaion_to go

some of his men were firi

down and draas the Woundad because
ng at us every time we attempted

then ‘Dlew a whlatle and atopped

rmisaion to g0 down.'

Did you go down and atterdd to the wounded ?.

Yos, we walked about the
Did any of them ask for

men'were“calling out for

and attended to the wounded.
ater ¢ A. Yes,,aoma of the wounded

watver. We @asked him 1f we could go

.- and get water and ha aaid “Walt a minute; I will send & ﬁan

with you

man he aent with ua to a

to any. of your bartyﬁ?

And I went in company‘with another Cadet and this

neighbouring house and got water.

' pig you-see any of hia‘men attempting to use any violence

Yeos, one“of_thd ambﬁahtng party whom 1 have not sesn since

. went to stfika.qe_ia.tna

- earlier in tha day.

bear tender.
1 believe there wag some
the tender ?

There\waa a mascot which

we had a Sinn Fein flag too.

-

race as we WBre standing by tha

rtfigy, or flag, or something in

ve had aeized in a raid on a house

That! wae stuck on the radaator and

»
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- any of your Wounded ?

,.-Q
THE JUDGE ADVOCATE:

. three'ascaped without

‘the undamagad one and

‘this occasion ¢

.. So that there would be .
BY

'Did MoKeon do anything
Yas, ha put up his arm

is anough of that“

VWas any euggestion mada about shootins you T

Yes. 1 asked McKson

ask him what he Wag golng to do.wipn,ua[

company when he fired

He haid he would fire

Lthe tender. and he would-let'ﬂs g0+

when thia man attempted to h

and stopped the blow and said

_yself and 1 alao haard other people

1 wasuln.McKeon 8

the petrol tank of the other tender.
the damaged.tender and let us have

he said we éould put our wounded 1n%6

RN

While we were dresslng

the wounded reinfo:cements arriveddfrom Ballinalea.k

.Do.you . know whether McKeon himself dressed the wounds of

I did not actually 886

&

bim dresaing any WOunds but I saw bim

knealing by the side of a wounded man --- I thlnk D.I.Taylor.

I could not see.exactly who 1t waa, because there #as anothe:

man in between ﬁa.

'CROSS ELAHINED BY bOUNSEL FOR 1HE PROSECUTION.:

-1 did not aee any of them in uniform.

offioer 8 Sam Brown belt.,
e

,Had he any uniform on ¥

i = Lo

Two were actually killed.

the other one a couple
How many wWere wounded i

I could not saj;ek&ct;;

-Were these men who attackad you 1n unitorm ¥

MocKeon was wearing an
e TR ’ .

A. No. . J RS

How maany of the Auxlliariea were killad on

!

3

One died the next morning and

of days 1atenm‘

y o R
' bow many were Wounded, but I know
ny soratches whatever out of aboﬁt 17:

about 10 wounded ?

THE COURT: Do you knoW what the atrength of the attacking

force was %

e
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. Q
Q_

‘A

_Q

- N Q
. I‘Q ..
Q

" A

9

e

, A 

- qQ

1B A

" gmorn s examined by co%mssL FOR_THE DEFENOE ‘f’lﬂ“

'.ambush ? A. In the aecon .

¢ saw’ tha mine sp up.; .

R lthat aort 3

to McKoon ?

No, I do mot; I.4g nbt-tnfﬁkftney'pllicgﬁe’ouu,f
. Bow many did you Boa ?

There were about a- dozen or ilfteen that 1, aaw. ;gv.ff‘]

.~ (The Witnass withdra i, [}J;QR

OADET SHITR 18 callad lu and having been dugx

" a8 follous:.'”

Wera you 1o the firat or acond 1orry at the time or this

T

You saw the first lorry b'own up 1n ‘front of yon ?_[

And then your lorry waa g_opped ? A. Yea.jfj‘%:?Lig;f”” .

Waa rira then opened upon you 2 ‘A Yea.

'. Yes.,

Several-people called on s to surronder.,;'

There*laa no 111-treatmen of any of you aftar'the aurrendar

# - - .
:,—--.- \_,7.,‘._.___ ___-‘.._',7.- .

NO- '_3-- ) _."_._ .

'Aftar the surrender and you had" been disarmed did you Speak

ﬂold md'we-had-put hﬁla good fight. After that he 1eft me |,

"and. 1 went up to nim asaiu after a. time and aakod 1f I could

: go and get 'some water for some of our’ nen who were wounded.

Re gava me’ parmission to.gp and aaid he would send one of

hie men—l;th uqland I went with anpther cadep gnd.gpt-the

‘ water.-}.__ RO ..*;' PR S

. I
LI B

D14y you soe any attempta Tt violence at any of your party 7

g3

1 apoka to-Hchon.;_Firét of all he ahook hands with me and

I
[4
R



e

i
St - T ]

"A Ve saw one of 'the men cn|the other ‘side of the road hit =

b

Cedet-Maddocks across the face and slso dake s statement

- N T T
.~y . . h .

that he wanted to, shoot hs but McKeon stopped himi’

Q After a while did you see McKeon ddips anything for a@y.

{

:of'ﬁour'woun&qd'?-'ﬂ "'ﬂ_ R ;f"v_,‘r
- . | | o

A :He'attamptad to help D.I. Taylor.to;bandaga_hié ﬁ;uhds,'3‘p
but he did not bave tim, because the Police arrived.

-
I

. v

Q ‘He ieft'becaﬁés yoﬁr.rempforcéméﬁpé werg-&oéiég;u§lgi$
A Tﬁat.ié cérrecﬁﬂ.t
Q Do yoq-know:qpethér hqi&age ang‘aprﬁngemantg ap;;t yé#?..
| taking 65@ of Yoér 1or?}é§ to g@fayajliﬁ_?_‘ .-;

A Yes, he sald that we qquld'hava qqe of;our‘1orr;eé to. take’

the dead and wounded away in and also that he wouid send a.

doctor along to us. :
COUNSEL FOR THE PROSECUTION: No gquestions a

(The witness withdraws).

LPCR

. Con
"
. ‘ L]
. tor o ' I &
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~ CADET 7.J.WILFORD is cal).
is

-
R

*

ed 1n and having been duly sworn

~and tolﬁ us tha; we had put up a good fight.

‘the first.

- and that he would send fo

exemined by Counsel for |the Dafence as follows :-

Were you in the & first qr.second lorrya ~ A,

ed. . A. No, I jumped on

As we have heard, YOu put

I was in

:u

fhen the expléaion_came mere you thrown out, or what happen-.

t.

up a’ fight for some considerable

_tims and finally you sur endered. A.  Yes.

Afterrgha surrander dtd cKeon say anythlng to you or to

énybodj else in'your~preéénce._' A

we came up on to ths road
‘thatrhe‘wou1d give ua'one

one of his fellows with u

Did you haar another Cade

Yes, he did. When
he came up to tha five of us

He Lhen said
1orry to getTOur wounded away

r a doctor, and that he would send

B 10 get some water.

L. called Keeble agk for anything.

Yés;- I heard him say “No you have killed three or four

. of .our fellows and wounde

can'. -

' saveral of them are you going

to take our 11ves as well “, anﬂ McKeon said "No, I am

going to 1et you go, and et your wounded away &as best you

-

Did you youraelf see him

elp any of your wonnded. A. I

dia not actually gee him m aelf do that.-

of your men. : A. e No.

COUNSEL FOR THE PBOSECUTION-

COUNDEL FOR THE DEFENCE:‘

Did you see any ‘of" bis men|. .using any violehce'tbwapda any

No question.

-

Tha. is my case, 51r, and I do not

propose to address the Cou:t again.

COUNSEL FOR-THE PROSECUTION:

tbe 1193 of the accused ma

After what we have heard from

himself I do not propose to

say anytqing whatever to the Court on the queation whether

~ this men 1is guilty or not

- of Diappict.lnspector McGrath.

. He haa confessed to the murdar

With regard to the sentence

Sir, I do not regard it as part of my-province to’ say one

7%
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-entirely a question for: you

- had been takan. is also a q

N 18 my duty to say anytai

" hes made a‘siétement-befofe

statement he hes admitted f

7‘ence that haa been given b3

" man he is gu;lpy:of murder

)

'word as to that.- There'ié only cne sentenca which you gir, and

. the other mamberé of the Colirt can pass 1. this case. As. to _

whether you add anything wimh reference to that sentence is

consider.- Whether you will
that on a subsequent occaai

mit the man who ware gith h

T

SUMMI N‘G

and it 16 a question tﬁat you will
pay any attention to the fact - |
sJe thia man apparently did not poer-
1m from killing the prisoners who
uestion for you, and I do not think :

ng more with reg&rd to that.

. U'P;-'"

TEE JUDGE ADVOCATE: . cgll
accused in this case is chy

to say, killing with maiice

onel Darry, and gantlemen, tha

rged with wilful murder, that is
District Inspector &cGnath. He
you, and 1n tie course of that

iring at and killing the District

Inapector.- Gentiemén;'if his statement is true 1f the evid-

13 not now, as I underetanc

Counsel for the Defence -~ .4

r the Prosecuticn 18 trus - and 1t'
1 1t, contested by the léarned '

.hare 18 only one flnding which you

" can poasibly coms to. Th$ learned counsel for the Befence

stated toygu -- and I am. sure we are all prapared to admit

the great skill wiph which
difficult case .-- that the
though " the law may call 1t
stand- 1t, the law knows no
If a man_wilfully and'with

tion, scme psople may call

between them. You havé to

he has conducted an extraordinarily
accused cannot be called an assaaeih.
murder. Gentlemen, s I under-
difference of dagree in murder.
malice aforethought kills & fellow
Some peOple may call it asgassina-

it murder, but it is murder none

- the ls&ss, and as I have gaid there 18 ne difference of degree

be’ satisfied whatever the accuaad

haa said, and wh&tever 11

Prosecution have carried

e hia counsel has taken, thet ths
ut the duty which lay upon them,

' and still lies upon thém,'of proving to your satisfgction

that the Distriot Inspector was killed by the accused .

9%
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him had a rifle but 1t wae

| his statement, what he is

If you are satisfied of tla
view of the course which tr
admiseione which heve.been
18 any otﬁer'f;hding you cd
guiltyof wilful murder. T y

nis statement that the fir{

Inspector‘s death was in tl

t, and 1t 13 d1fficult’ to see*in

5 case has thaken and the very fullw

mede by the egcueed man,thet there

uld ﬁeke,except the finding of .

Inderstood the accused to say in.

ng vwliich brought sbout the District

1o course of an interchange of

shooting between the Police and himself, the Polics beihg

well armed for the fray, and,'ee he called 1t; edvéhcing upon

him, and he hed to,take measures such &s he would take in

the cese of a pitched'batt]

Gentlemen, the evidence bef

Q between two. oppoaing forces.:

ore pnu, 1f I remember 1t right

13 that the District Inepeetor had no revolver in hia hand,

and thet the Sergeant who was following immeﬁiately behind

fire it readily.

not in a poeition in which he ceuld

However that may be, the shooting is fully

admitted,‘and'the eccueed I tnink has not now mentioned in

th&t he visitad the Distri

and whiepered ‘&n act of €0j trition 1nto hie ear.

1leged to have eald in the Barracks,

t Inepector efter this had happened
You will

probably think thet the ev: dance that the District Inepector

was dead before he could h

ve done that 1e true. However ‘1t f

mey be, what is a¢1ittle Qifficu;t to underetand,ie,why this

whispere&'act of cohtr;tion wee“hecessary'if»the eccused was

engaged in an act of legitimate warfare as 1s slleded in this

caso.

| COUNSEL FOR THE DEFENGE}

rather different significalion.j

The act of contrition has a

'
-+

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: I Tay be wrong. I am not & member

of the Roman -Cathollic Ghuruh, and I entirely withdraw it.

COUNSEL FOR'THE DEFENCE;

If I might state 1t to the Court

very shortly, an act'of contrltion Ais a sentiment of con—

trition for all ths sins of his past 1ife which a dying man

eould'natural;y‘wieh-to'exprese personally, and if the dying

7]
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. himﬁelf had ezpressed 1t.‘

aaying something to theDist

the District Inspector woul

‘out, was nho doubt acting un

. Inspector in the excltement

after coming to your findin

has baen glven, and having

" THE PRESIDENT:

" THE' PRESIDENT:

T

maﬂ;ﬁpﬁearsfioﬂbe.sb woak that he would not himself be sble

to express ip; any Catholic

inspector'aseented to 1t it

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE. You

' GOUNSEL FOR THE DEFENCE:
THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: I e
COUNSEL FOR THE DEFENCE:

to do vhat wa as Cathplics
 THE JUDGE.ADVOCATE 'Iq

: | Gentlemen, as the
‘has pointed out, the really
cqnsider is whether_yqu_wil
the procéedings. Ih the me
be satisfied beyond all red

by the accused himself, ihs

would consider 1t his duty to

| rapqat the act of contritioh into his ear, and if the District

would be the same thing es if he
ééén the accﬁsed is in ihis case
rlci Ingpector'which he  thinks

d himeeif have 1liked t0 express?
Yes. ' o :' - |
ntirely withdrsw whet I said.

Tbe aécused, if ; ﬁight pqintAit
der the 1mpressidnuthat the'Diatric£
of the firing might have forgotten
think so essential before death.
ulte aceept that. - {

learned Counsel for the Prosecution;
substantial thing for ynu to
1 add anything to the‘sentenge
g-on fhisAchargeiat the end of
antime, ail-you'have'to“do ié to- -
sonable doabt oh the evidence that
regérd,to the admissions mede

t the accused has been proved by

the Prosecution “to be guilty.éf wilful purder. -

At 3. 55 the COurtiis cloged for'consideratiﬁn

of 1tg find;ﬂg

+

At 4.10 the Cout

5.0

*t‘is'reopened.

The sccused 1s [:

.

xgain brouggt before the Gourt.

THE PRESIDERT- Have you aAy evidence to producs aq to the 

character of the accu.a‘ed?::,

COUNSEL. FOR ‘THE PROSECUTION:

COUNSEL FOR THEDEFEHCL. .No, Sir.

(To .the Accuséd)

-1No, Sir, I have no evidence. o

Do you wish to address the Court?.

ﬁo ydu wish to say an&thing;'

9%
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" To
The Court have fourid you guill 7 6ff Gl f

- The Court have passed a seni@neevor

1

¥+ b
The Court have made n recox'nmendagion

You shoﬁld cleaily understand :~—
&

(ii) That the authority having

‘back to the Court, for revisigh.

i Yo
den s, s s

‘by the proper authority. . S .
pos¥er to confirm the finding or findings and
sentence may withhold confirmation of the finding or findings, or may
withhold confirmation of tlie sentence,
remit the sentence, or may fend the finding or ﬁ‘ndings and sentence

GHERIGUIDANCE OF COURTS .
ENTENCE OF DEATH HAS. .

T3
death upon you.

(i) That the finding or findings and sentence are not valid until confirmed

. -If,yioh_dgf not c'leaquly understand the) foregoing

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21
BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1913.21

NO- W.s.

FETTIOO T | ]

Army Form W, 399,

or may mitigate, commute or

you should request to see an

officer, who will fully explain tlie matter { " you. ;

i 4 . N |
. N e President. * ‘
b o) . . t ‘ !
S _/C Coote m S Count Martial, . i
\Z?L,KZ«/ . P]ace.‘_ { ‘
- ) — ' ‘.;L,‘ . " - 1 :
gg. e vio.s /,'92/ Date | »- - e ;
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= -my -declsion-4in -the mat.ter' Pwasg reached after“go'rn‘g
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the mgm ‘was anxious to, :_*1,-1"_‘-;_;5""

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913.21] & ‘f‘ﬁ)
BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1973.01 c)
No. W.S. /915 E .
| |

. — 3 '

L R Pt e |

o

( ﬁ Gipenitne' 7" Y
—_ . o
- Confidential. "» DUBLIN

b . ’

29th June, 1921,

My dear‘ __, o

I do not know what ‘was im the r"Fr-eeman c?r any
other paper in r-egar-d to McKeown 'S trial but I have read
it myself most carefully, together- with Mrs McBrath's
letter and several other communicationa that have been

received in connection with it, and I need hardiy sy that

t.horoughly 1nto the case, Land such as it ‘Wwas, I can only ‘

say I formed it to the best of my ability. I might
I

S e hl
lives of certain police,x vt this incident occurred some

-"I il‘l 2!:’,.

three weeks after the murder of D,I. McGra

mention thet great stressL:ras leid on McKeown saving the

th, and iy would

be only ndtiral to suppé“s 4?i?,that having commi tied a mur'der-,
gA H :

» acquire merit in case
1 )

N RN
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INCIDENT OF THE McKEOWN AFFAIR.

An incident in connection with the

agitation for the release of Commandant

McKeown 1in Augyst narrowly escaped exposing what

-

appeared to be |a

of the 8inn Fein

serious cleavage in the ranks

Party,

On the 3aturday evening, 6th August,

Dublin Castle issued the following, which

appeared in the|Sunday Independent:

"In keeping (with the public undertaking

given by
Ma jesty's
in every
now being

Ireland,

the Prime Minister that His
Government would facilitate
practicable way the steps
taken to promote peace in

it has been decided to

release fprthwith, and without

conditionsg, all members of Dail

Eireann who are at present interned,

or who are undergoing sentence of

penal servitude or imprisonment, to

enable them to attend a meeting of

Dail Eireann, which has been summoned

for August 1l6th.

"His Majesty'ls Government have decided

that one

member, J.J. M'Keon, who has

been convipted of murder, cannot be

released.”
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The exception of McKeown caused great

dissatisfaction

in Sinn Fein cirecles, and in

what might be cplled the left wing more than

any other. During Sunday, it was stated in

Press circles that the special correspondent of

the Press Associ

ation went to Greystones, and

saw Mr, De Valera. Whether this is true or

not is-not clear, but anyhow, during the

evening of that
from this Press

newspapers'! offi

The Press

night:- The

day, the following telegram
Association reached the Dublin

ces -

Assoclation stated last

Government's decision to

make an exception in the case of

Kt*Keon, who 1s the only member of Ddil

Bireann not to be released, has

created a situation of gfave anxiety

and danger.

The Dail Eireann Cabinet

sat till a 14

te hoﬁr on Saturday night,

and it was éuthoritatively stated that

unless Mr. M'Keon is released there'is

a possibility
almost immedi

During Sunday

that Sinn Fein will
ately terminate the truce.

wires have been exchanged .

between Sinn Fein and the Government,

and a special

despatched to

courier has been

Mr. Lloyd George.

On receipy of this message, the Irish

Times endeavoured [to get in touch with leaders

of Sinn Fein to ascertain whether this was true.

A representative

waited on Mr. Duggan, Liaison

Officer, at the Gresham Hotel, who said that a
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statement would be sent to the office. Some.
time before midnight, Mr. Duggan; accompanied by
Mr. Michael Colllins, arrived at the office and
dictated the folllowing to the Irigh Times night

reporter -

Official Statement.

Sinn Fein's Attitude.

—m———

It was offidially étatea last night on
behalf of Dgil Eireann that there can,
and will be po meeting of Dail REireann
until Commanant J.J. McKeon is
released. t was added that thee

refusal to release him appears to -

-
-

indicate a desire on the part of the‘
English Government to terminste the

truce.

This statement wals exclusive to the Irish Times,

a fact which caused some surprise.

On Monday| afternoon, Mr. Childers of the
'Sinn Féin Publicity Department, in reply to
guestions by Press correspondents, described this

statement as "wholly unauthorised".

Attempts were made during the Monday

. afternoon to get Mr. Duggan to explain his &nd

Mr. Collins' position in regard to the paragraph.
Mr. Barton was seepn at the Qresham Hotel, but Mr.
Duggan was not avajilable. Mr. Barton promised to
represent the matter to Mr. Childers, which he 4igd,

and later that evenhing Mr. Childers came on the
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'phone, to say fthat he had desecribed the report
as "wholly unauphorised" under a misapprehension.
He was asked, oh the 'phone, to put this under his

own name for publication, but did not do so.

The Irish Times on the Tuesday published

the following -

A Questioned Report.

In thg Irish Times'of Monday we printed
the following paragraph:-

"It was officially statedlast night on
behalf of Dail Eireann that there can and
will be no m%eting of Dail Eireann until
Commandant JJJ. McKeon is released. It
was added thdat the refusal to release him
appears to indicate a desire on the part
of the English Government to terminate °

the truce.t

Mr. Erskine Childers, a member of Ddil
Eireann Publi¢ity Department, is reported
to have said yesterday that the statement

which we published was "wholly unauthorised".

In the circumstances we find it
necessary to séy that the statement as
printed in the| Irish Times was brought to
our office on Bunday night by two members of

Dail Bireann.

On this sa+e (Tuesday, 9 August, 1921)

morning, the Freemdn's Journal published the

following editoriall -
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PL?Y THE GAME.

Yesterdey‘the "Irish Times" published

a statement |regarding Mr. W'Keown, T.D.,

which, it stated, had been issued

officially on behalf of Dail Eireann.

The offieials of Dail Eireann deny

that it waé 50 issued.

It was, they declare,

What 1is t
of the people

Juncture?

1t cannofj

cause of peac

This is n
have been mad

Irish settlem

"wholly unauthorised".
's spokesmen at this critical

have been meant to help the

e.

ot the first time that attempts

e in the same gquarter to wreck an

ent ,

Why cannot the Irish edition of the

"Morning Post' play the game for once?

Thus the matter was allowed to drop.

It was appprent from the whole incident

he meaning of this misrepresentation

that there was a marked absence of co-ordination
between certain branches of the Sinn Fein ?arty.
Apparently, Messrs; Collins and Duggan were much

more determined that McKeown should be released
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than were the others.

Mr, De Valera, however, scheeded in
bringing the parties more into harmony by the
issue of the following document on the Monday
afternoon, a fe# hours before llcKeown was

released from Mountjoy prison:-

(From Irish |Times, Tuesday, 8 Aug. 1921.)

MR.PE_VALERA'S VIEW

A supplement to the Irish Bulletin,
issued yesterday /Tuesday/ before the
release of M. J.J. MecKeon, contained the

following:-

Communication to the Press by President
de Valera as \to the effect of the British

Government's |detention of Commandant McKeon:)
\

President de Valera made- the following

statement: -

"T do not| believe that the exception made
in the case of Commandant McKeon is the
result of a definite considered decision of
the British Government, but gather a decision
taken by subordinates on the basis of
technicalitiesg. If the detention of
Commandant lcKeon 1is persisted in, I cannot
accept respongibility for proceeding furpher

with the negotliations.

 “"Commandant McKeon typifies, in his

person, everything that we have been fighting

3\
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for. The #hole Irish people are proud of

him; for inlhim they see the patriot-

soldier that

their histbry has taught them

to love. e is the ideal citizen, whose

dauntless ¢

rage and readiness to sacrifice

himself for his country is matched only by

his chivalry| as a soldier. We, the Irish

Government

Irish Army,

d the Héadquarter staff of the

re proud of him as a splendid

representatiye of the type of Irish soldier

this fight h

s developed, and as a living

model of what we want our Army officers to

be.

"His conduct in the field, as borne

testimony to |at the British courtmartial,

and his spee#h and conduct at the trial

itself, prove
of man he 1s.

phraseology he
for us and, I

to the whole world the manner
_ In British legal

is termed a murderer, but

believe, for the world, he is

an heroic Irighman.

"Were he kept in prison, and were we,

ds a_Ministry,
D4il Eireann,
question of ne
feel certain {

its postponenme

"Moreover,

negotiations,

at the coming seésion of
to propose to discuss the
gotiations with Britain, I
hat the Houée would insist.on

nt.

when it is a question of

it is men like McKeon, who

have fought hardest in the field, that are

most ready to

take the broadest view, and
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see what is

legitimate in the claims of

their opponents, and who prove most willing

to meet the

principle."

in all that is consistent with
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2. Mamiseript note on Gresham Hotel notepaper dated
11.8,1921, relating |to questions of General MacEoin's
release. .

3. Letter from C. Bean ni Bradalg (Mrs. Brady) dated
11.3.1921.

4, Typesrcigt letter to!Secretary, General Prisons Board,
dated 9.6.1921, signed Michael Noyk.

5. Typescript letter to|Michael Noyk, dated 10.6.1921,
in reply to letter at k.

6. Typescript letter from Governor, Mountjoy Priscn,
dated 7.6.1921, to C irman, Prisons Board.

7e Manuscri t note from Assistant Provest Marshal,
dated 8.6.1921. .

8. Prisoner's Record Sheet.

Documentary Records:

1. Roll Book: Brigade and Battalion staffs and Brigade
Police Officers.

2., Roll Book: Divisional !staffs and Organisers (includes
a record of.payments).

3. Manuscript statement by Captain Sean O'Sullivan,
formerly O/C “A" Company, 5th Battalion, Longford Brlgade.

4, Minutes and Notice (froem files of General Prisons Board,

List of Contemporary Documents deposited with

Bureau of Military History by Lieut.-General
Sean MacEoin, T.D.

¢.D. 308,

1 MacEoin's speech in his defence
1, in his-handwriting, prefaced
o Mrs. Brady and a note written
Se

at Courtmartial Tri
by a note from him
by General M. Coll

dated 22,1.1919) concerning legal inquiry into disorders
at Belfast Prison, June 1918. Press cuttings (Freeman's
Journal) on. same subject.
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6.

Pic;ogial Documents:
1.

)

2e

Typescript list ofl companies in Iongford Brigade
vwith date of affilliation. ‘

Headings for an address to a Convention of Company
Officers 3 1003519190

Photograph of General MacEoin's signature.

Newspaper ("Daily Sketech" August 10th, 1921) cutting
of photograph showing General MacEoin with two of

Photograph of General MacEoin with appended photograph
of the destroyed MacEoin family residence. The
latter photograph includes a group ldentified as -

Captain James MacEoin

"Archbishop Curley

General MacEoin

General MacEoin's sister
General MacEoin's wife
Count John MeCormack
Canon Pinkman

Photograph of General MacEoin on occasion of a hurling

Typescript letter d#ted 1%th January 1919, to Sean Cawley,

(acecompanied by Dan McCarthy).

leain“ Adjutant General.

Manuscript letter dated 18.2.1919, signed “"Tom Cullen”.

Typeseript letter dated March 12th 1919, to Mr., T. -
Redington, Shroid, Longford, signed "Miceal 0 Coilean®

Typescript letter dated March 19th, 1919, to Mr. T.
Redington, Comdt.é anford Brigade, signed Miceal
en

ral.

Typescript letter dated Bealtaine 13, 1919, to Tom
Redington, Comdt.é Longford Brigade, signed Miceal
en

2.
his prison guard.
3.
(from left to right)
4.
match at Croke Park
ILetters:
1.
. signed "Miceal 0 Coi
24
3.
Adjt. Gen.
%,
0 Coilean, Adjt.
5e
0 Coilean, Adjt.
6.

Manuscripﬁ letter dated May 21st 1919, to Mr, T.
Redington, signed T. |Cullen.
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8e

Ge

10.

11,

12.

13.

Circulers and Pam Sy

Printed pamphlet:
and Rules of Sinn

1.

2e

Typeseript letter
Longford Brigade,

Manuseript ' letter
_Signed T. Cullen.

Manuscript letter
T. Redington, sign

Typescript letter
signed T. Cullen.

Tygencript and ma
1928, to Canon Gui

Typescript letier
MacEoin, signed Mi

3

dated 21st May 1919, to T. Redington,
signed Miceal 0 Coilean,. Adjt.General.

dated May 29th, 1919, to Tomas,

dated Monday, June 3rd, 1919, to
ed T. Cullen.

dated July 10th, 1919, to Tom Redington,

nuscript letter dated 25th February
nan. .

dated 21st April 1920, to General
ceal 0 Coilean.

Typescript letter| dated 5Sth Dec. 1927, to General

MacEoin, signed "

Typescript circula
1922, by the Army

1923, by -

"~ Typescript copiles

(a)
(b)

ugby 14 o t

Constitution, Scheme of Orgaﬁisation
Fein. '

r: Issued under date of 25th April,
couneil from Four Courtse. .

of “Order of the Day® issued May 24%th

-~

Eaan de Valera
Fra

nk Ailken.

¢ Additional contemporary documents are attached
as appendices tp the statement of General

MacEoin and referred to in the text thereof.‘
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STATEMENT OF LIEUT. -GENERAL SEAN MacEOIN.

CERTIFICATE BY ['HE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU.

This statement b

¥ Lieut. -General Sedn Mac¢Eoin

consists of 213 pages, +igned on the last page by hium,

and 10 appendices.

OCwing to its bulk

‘the Bureau, with the apj
it in one piece, and it

in stitching, been separ

, 1t has nol been possible for
bliances at its disposal, to bind
has, therefore, for convenience

ated into two sections, the

first, consisting of pages 1-213, and the other,

containing 10 appendices

separation into two sect

4

A certificate in
Director of the Bureau, -

parts.

, "TA" to "J" inclusive. The

ions has no other significance.

these terms, signed by me as

is bound into each of the two

DIRECTOR.

(#. HcDunphy)

6th December, 1957.




Rk

e

'ORIGINAL

&

VBUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1013.01
BURO STAIRE MILEATA 191341

{NO. W.S. /216

ROINN

~
3
L3

COSANTA.,

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY, 1913-21.

STATEMENT BY WITNESS.

DOCUMENT No. W.S. 6.

Witnass

General |Sedn MacEoin,

“Cloncqose !

Stillorgan Road,

Dublin,
ldentity,

Donnybrook,
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General MacEoin, who was held office at various

periods as Minister for

Justice and Minister for Defénce,

deposited with the Burepu, when holding the latter office

in 1955, a collection of documents and narratives as the

material for a draft statement.

This material was

agsemoled, co-related apd edited as a chronological

narrative by Colonel J,M. MacCarthy of this office, and

submitted to the witness early in 1956, together with a

questionnaire and notes

On this basis, in :
over 1% years, the witng
a further sequence of rg

the draft narrative, ang

and to make wvarious amendments.

h series of interviews extending

tcollections to fill the gaps in

swer points in the questionnaire

were then co-ordinated with the original draft and the

whole submitted to the witness and accepted by him as his

testimony.

record what in his view

The witnesg went to great pains to put on

was an accurate picture of the

events of the period and of his association therewith.

He appears to possess a good memory and was in a

position to consult original documents on many points

where there was a doubt

in his mind.

General MacEoin appeared to be most careful to avoid

inclusion in his statement any reference to political

and other controversies

Date:

138 Becenntey 1957

wWhich arose in later years,

COLONEL,
J.J. Confay) ‘

as to episodes requiring further data.

;88 dictated to me and a stenographer

These further instglments
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STATEMENT OF LIEUT.-GENERAL SEAN MacROIN.

CERTIFICATE BY THE DIRSCTOR OF THE BUREAT.

This statement by Lieut.-General Sedn MacEoin

conslsts of 213 pages, signed on the last page by

him, and 10 sppendices.

Owing to its bulk, it has not been possible
for the Bureau, with the appliances at its disposal,
to bind it in one piece, and it has,. therefore, for
‘convenience in stitching, beén separated into two
sections, the first, consisting of pages 14215, and
the other, containxng 10 appendices, "A" to "*J",
inclusive. The separation into two sectiéné has no

other significance
A certificate in these terms, signed by me as

Director of the Bureau, is bound into each of the

two parts.

Wb

(M. MecDunphy)

DIRECTOR.

6th December, 1957.




LA

o

Early ;nfluence
Schooldays

duae

Dispute with United Irish League +....

_ _Chapger 11,
Political aﬁd Cﬁlﬁﬁfal Influences.
Irish National Volqnteers ensws
Irish Republican Brotherkood ceees

Gaelic League

LK 3N 3 N )

Gaelic‘ﬁthletic Association cenes

Sinn Fé&in _
Sinn Féin Lrd Fheis and

Yolunteer Convention

Chapter IIJ.

Military Déye;oggents

Organising against conspription .....

ILongford Brigade Organisation sacas

Chapter IV.

Background of the Military Campaien.
_ Its Constitutional Basis. '

First D4il
Status of President, Su
Oath of Allegiance
Official Roll of I.R.A.
Local Administration

breme Council, I.R.B.

~ Fersonnel ..

10 - 13
% ~ 15

16
16 - 21

22 - 24

25 = 27

27 - 28
28

29 = 30



"‘.

Qnaéigx_l-

Preliminary Military Oﬁgxgtiggg

and Actiy

Anti-Conscriptien acti
Kilnaleck (Raid)

Raid for aﬁmunition

Attempt to disarm R.I.

Ddil Loan:
My Arrest and Trial
Lodged in Sligp Jail

Plans for e scape-

ities.

vities coses
C. . [ RN

Chapter VI.
Military Operétions

i

Attack on Drumlish Barracks Y

Burning of evacuated Harracks sesss .

Cumann na mBan

Planned attack on enemy lorries .....

Wounding of Thomas Sheridan .....
Edgeworthstown Barrack attack  eese.
Ballinamuck Barracks gttack = +....

Obtéining‘arms from Lg

ngford Barracks

Plans for attack on Eallymahon Barracks

Our surprise attack on Longford Military

Barracks sesse

Attack on Ballymahon Barracks svens

Killeter "Ambush"

Plans for attacks on Mohill, Ballinamore

LA I B A

and ATVE ecesse

Attack on Arva Barracks cesen

. Shooting of D.I. Kellgher -  <eus.
The Battle of Ballinalee ceres

Visit to Dublin to report to Gen. Collins

Incidents on return Jjourney . eesss

31 - 32
33 - 36
36 = 39
Lo - Wt
W - 4
46 - 49 -

50 - 51

52 - 57
8

' 58 - 60

60 - 61
61 - 63
63 - 65
66 - 68
69 - 71
71 - 73
73 - 86

86 ~ 93
9l

95 - 98
99 - 103

103 - 107
107 - 128

128 - 129

130 - 132



g

Attack on enemy post

in Ballinalee senae

Reprisals - Call on Wilson, brother of
Field Marshal Wilson secas

Reprisals - Call on Rev. Johnston  «....

Journey to Dublin

Consultation with General Collins  .....
Reconnoitring visit to Ballinalee cenes

Enemy raid on Martin'
Shooting of District‘

Dr. Keenan's‘evidence

Sunmary of evidence
Tierlicken Ambush
Local "Sinn Féin" Cou

s cottage esece
Inspector (McGrath)

re D.I. McGrath's
Death L I N I N

L IR B R

rts - Charters Case

Execution of Charters and E1110tt  eee.s

Clonfin Ambush
Capt; Wilfordt!'s accony

* e ad

nt of Clonfin Ambush

Plan to attack British tféin CONVOY saase

Ordered to Dublin

Interview with Minist
(Cath

Plan to wipse out‘Brit
Reaction of Gen. Coll
Visit to Munition Fac

Train journey to Mull
Arrest at Mullingar
Attempt to escape
Wounded and re-captun
Attitude of clergyman

er for Defence
al Brugha) senvne

ish . Cabinet

ins to plan

LN B NN

tory, Parnell Ste aee

C er VII

My Arrest.
j.ngar [ I X B N}
ed ) . 'R XN XY

. ke e s

nPagess

132 -

13 -
135 =
137
139

139
140 =

140 -

141 -
142 -

146
| 147
148 -
156_-

157
158

159 -
162 -
165 -
167 =

171 ~
173 =
177 -
180 -

181

134

135
136

11
141

k2
143
1

155
157

162
165
167
170

173
176
179
181



il

Il1l-treatment by Black|and Tans esvas

Hospital treatment and

prepérations for

ambulance journey evses

An early plan of rescu

Operated on in hospita
Refusal to take genera

Mesgsenger from General

Aﬁotbei Trescue plan
Rgmpvgd to Mountjoy
Preparations for escap
New plan of Trescue
Warder Breslin

Attemptéd rescue

r VI

1 anaesthetic eveee
Collins censas

K .
LN RN
L IR B BN R
| 2] sv e
L I
ase e

c
al.
Courtmartial Proceedings secee
A desperate’ plan of esgape ceees

Speech from the Dock
Evidence in my‘défance
Sentence of death
Message to Longford Fl
Appeals by prominent

General Macready's rep

Intervention of Frank
. of Lloy

Visited by General Col

L B AL A BN
L3 3

LA B

ying Column cesse

rsons against
ecution essee

ly ) LA B BN

Hemiming ( Emissary
A George) cesas

linS ) sess e

Pages

181 -~

183

184 -

185

184 -
'186 -

187 -
188
189 -
19%
19%
196 -

1198 -
200 -
201 -
202
202
203

204
204

205 -

207

182

185

185
187

188

19%

197

200
201
202

207



o

w

Split in D44l Cabinet

LR B 3 Y

Press repdrts 6f conflicting news in
Cabinet ceosne

Release

Return to Longford

LI L N 2

My proposal (by direction of I.R.B.) of

. {de Valera

as President ...

My membership of D4il Eireann ceves

Appendices: mAB, @wBn, ugw, wpw  nge

List of Contempors

with Bureau of

Y BT R Ry

Iy Documents deposited
P Military History.

Pages

1208 ~ 209

209

209 - 210

210

210

210 - 212



ORIGINAL

T ~ ]
AUREAY OF MILITARY HISTORY 1813-21
BURG STAIRE MHLEATA 1013-21

No.

W.S. 71k

STATEMENT BY LIEUTFENART-GENERAL SEAN MacEOIN, T.D.,

'cloncoose, Stillorgan Road, Donmnybrook, Dublin.

Chapter 1,
+EARLY DAYS.

I was born in my grandfather's house, John Treacy's,

Ballinlough, Ballinalee, County Longford, on the 30th day
of September, 1893. |My father, Andrew MacEoin, was the
fourth eldest of a family of seven, five sons and two
daughteras. He was born in Molly, Aughnacliffe, County
Longford, in the parish of Columbkille, and my mother,
Kétherine, was the yo st daughter of John Treacy's

b -

second marriage.

The MacEoin faEily had been blacksmiths for
generations, having, at the same time, three 1little farms

on the hill of Molly. The Treacys have had falrly large

farms in the parish of Granard for seversl generations.

I have never traced the ancestry on either side, but it
suffices to say that the Treacys of the parish of Granard
are a numerous clan tp-day, while the MacEoins 1in

Columbkille are just hs numerous.

At the age of 18 years, my father left his home and
went to work at his trade in Dublin. This was for the |
purpose of gainjng e rience in his calling. After six
or seven years he camé back to his native place, building
a forge in the village of Bunlahy, three miles from
Granard. After fi%e years working there, he married my
mother in June, 1892. She returned to her father's houae,

where she remained until I was born in 1893,




" grocer's store and hs

My father had
he was about to build
vacant near Ballinalq
there on 1st November
There my father did 4
brothers and sisters

glaters.

no house, only the forge, in Bunlaly;

a house when a house and forge became
e. This my father took, moving

s 1893, when I was barely one month old.
good business, and thefe all my

were born, four brothers and three

While a youngster of about four years,iI became a

great favourite with
s8ay, with the three g
Edward Killane (R.I.F
farmer and mill~owner
old man; Joe Dowling
of the Royal Irish Ri

He was a very clever
phrase to his custome
returns", The third

of Killane's, who was

three peculliar old men and, strange to
t the same time, These were

.), 8 Dominican layman, a large

s & Vvery fious, clever, industrious
(R.1I.P.), an ex-Brifish;Sergeant-MaJor
fles and Indian Army, who had a

rdware shop and, of course, sweets.
business man and I remember he used one
rs regularly, "Small profits and quick
man was Thomas Kenny, an old workman

a Penian local leader, a stern o0ld

nationalist and a great reader of the 0ld énd New

Testaments and could recite at will any chapter or verse

of elther.

In the morning,

Killane would walk from one of his

mills to the other and I would accompany him on this walk,

His ambition was to te
walk. I would then ¢
me, He went for a rd

o'clock and he would

ach me all my prayers, etc. on this
ome home and Dowling would call for
gular walk every day at eleven

ell me of his fights, as he would

call them, in India aw: tell me all about a goldier's 1life,

His ambition was to ed

school, knowing more t

ucate me and have me, when I went to

han any boy of my age, and to save my

pgnnies_to be thrifty and buy a nice alarm c¢clock, which he




had for sale, instead

3.

of sweets, so all penniee which came

my way went into my saving box in Dowling's shop.

" Kenny went fon
unable to work, and I
house, where he would
Molly McGuires, and
parish of Clonbroney
activities to get Ire
of Granard to me, and
local leaders, and of
at the white gates ne
blood to boiling poin
in the world as the B

a walk at two o'clock, he now being
would go with him and back to his
tell me of the Fenians, Ribbon-men,
11 the things that happened in the
in these times, of their fights and
land free. He described the Battle
told me of Farrell and Deniston,
Farrell's jump on his biack mare'

ar Granard, stirring up my young

t that there could be such bad people

ritish,

Then I would repeat some of Tommy's story to Joe

Dowling, and he would
s0 I would have to co
and would tell my mot

and a story would be

give me another version of the story,

me home to get the matter decidéd,

her or father. They would smile,

told to me of some part elther a

Treacy or a MacEoin h

d taken in some of these struggles.,

One story in particulgr comes back vividly to me as I

write, told me by my mother - that when the French landed

at Killala and came o
boys went to meet the
pass vietoriocusely thr
at hohe'ao expecting
riding into the villa

*

then and welcome them

to Ballinamuck, some of the Treacy
and every day they were expected.to
ough Bunlahy. A brother waiting
svery day, saw a body of horsemen
ge and ran out with his pike to meet

, but, alas, they were English,

and he was put to death at the big tree of Bunlahy.

I have never queationLd the accuracy of this story, and I

don't know what truth

there was in it, but itlleft me

thinking that Tommy XKenny was the hero, and he continued

to tell me what I now

of all the struggles

British. -

know to be fantastic stories

in which he took part against the
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All this made [an indelible impression on my young

man and be able to dd

people, the gnglish.

.mind, and I longed for the day to come when I would be a

something against these terrible

At five years (old, I was a sturdy young lad going

to Ballinalee school

having all my fights with other boys,

and not very particular sbout my education. ) I continued

school up to fourteen

years of age, but, unfortunately,

the last two years wdre very short school years indeed,

having spent only 57 |[days and 36 days respectively

in these two years.
examination, after ha
My schoolmaster decid

In the last year, I went for my
ving been absent for several weeks,

ed to send me home, for he said,

"You will disgrace the school,and all your comrades

are far before you, H
this I replied that I
the examination, and

when I headed my clad

aving full days at school", To
would have a try anyway. I sat for
imagine the teacher's surprise

8, beating every other boy by many

marks. My teacher j:s so pleased, he told me if I would

go to schobl that he

ould make a scholar of me,‘bﬁt asking,

at the seme time, how I managed to do so well. I told

him I had been studyi

ng at the anvil at home, and this was

the result. Unfort

ately for me at this time, my

father had trouble with his workmen and they left, He

then sald@ he would
help him,  Thus, at

ploy no more men but that I must

the early age of fifteen years, I

began to serve my time as a blacksmith with him.

I worked in the forge from morning until night -

at night studying geo
and shorthand (Pitman

graphy, reading and writing, arithmetic

's) for four nights of the week,

and Irish and Irish dhncing on two other nights. This

contimied until I was

I came to the conclus

about eighteen years of age, when

ion that a blacksmith did not require

80 much education afterp all
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About this tipe I joined the United Irish League,

being appointed on the parish committee and a delegate

to the North Longfor Executive.

At the same time, a fife and drum band was started

in the parigh, and great agitation had sprﬁng up for the

~divipion of the ranches and for purchase to be carried out.

. At this time I had resd a bit of Irish history and
commemoration meetings were being held in Finea for Miles
0'Reilly the Slasher I attended one of these meetings and
heard an oration delivered by Very Rev. Canon Langan, the
P.P. of Abbeylara and now P,P. of Moate, and the

Archdeacon of the Digcese of Ardagh and Clonmacnoise;
speeches delivered by Alderman Cole, Bulmer Hobson,

Williem Ganley, Alderman Tom Kelly, Dublin, = There was a
bit of fighting strain in the speeches of all the latter

and I began to think (seriously of the position of Ireland
'then; but a great misfortune happened to me @t the time.

Two nelghbours, one tenant and the other a farmer whose
house this tenant ocdupied (both small), had a dispute

and the farmer ﬁroce'ded to evict the tenant. The

United Irish League declared a boycott on the farmer.

At the meeting where [this resolution was passed, I voted
against the motion but got no support. The eviction came
off, and I happened tﬂfbe going to Ballinalee and went in to
see the place juatlasgthe eviction had taken plsace.

I remained there some time longer than I should, and while
there the house was knocked down. On the following

sSunday, the United Ir;sh League paeaed a resoiution
condemning my father Por sending me to-be present at the.
eviction and declaring him boycotted, expelling both him and

me from membership of|the United Irish League.
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There was no iruth in the charge, and when he was
called for an explandtion he refused to attend asnd the

resolution was confi:nmd.dnrigg the week, I had also

been expelled from the band.

The boycott wgs put on my father very heavily,

and after some time three business men were called before
the League to give an explanation of their cdnduct in
doing business with my father. There were sgcores of
farmers doing business with him at the time, but the
League could do nothing to tﬂenu They could manége thg
buainéss people. One of these business men came to my
father and said.he éhould g0 into .the League and finish
the matter. This he |[did on the Sunday morning on which
'the three businegs men were to turn up, he telling these
men to stay at home, which they did. He went into the
meeting and, as a result, the boycott was taken off and

matters settled down,| but my father's heart was broken

to say that the popular national organisation would
declare him an offender of its rules. I again withdrew

to my rooms after my Hay's work and set to study-going.

I went to a shprthand teacher, Miss Conefrey, who
held & night school fpr shorthand and typewriting in
Peter Keady's of Ballinalee. This class was attended by
a‘ number of boys of my own age, including James Fealy of
Cloncoose, Patrick Mclirath of Ballinalee; and William
Wixted. This was in|1912, and I continued at this for
almost a year, when my father became seriously ill.

This terminated my shorthand and typewriting classes, and
I had‘to tgke up full+time duty in the forge. My father
died in Febrﬁary of 1913, when the full responsibility for
the management and working of the forge - witﬁ my brother,

Michael - was.placed'on my shoulders,
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Chgpter 11.

Political and Gultural'Influences.

At the end of (1913, the Home Rule movement was the

red-hot topic of the |day. When the Ulster Covenant was

drawn up by the Orangemen of the North, led by Sir Edward

Carson, a Provisional

and an armed force off

Government for Ulster being formed

the Ulster Volunteers initiated,

all this was the sub;ect of heated discussion every day

and night. The fach

stop the discussion.

that we were working hard did not
I may mention that, from my father's

death 1in February, 1913; until 1917, both my brother and

myself worked as long

as fifteen hours per day for a six-day

week, with sometimes |an odd Job on outlying farms on a

Sundey thrown in, During that time, we purchased a farm

for £400 in Kilshruley, and another one in 1915 from

Brady of Kilshruley flor £300; and all that money was made

and saved in the period, 1913-1915. So, even though

there were very hot discussions upon all questions,

including, as I say, [the political question, the work of

the forge was not interrupted.

The Irish National Volunteers were formed throughout

the country; and similarly in the parish of Cionbroney

of which Ballinalee was the local villsge. On its

formation, we were placed under a committee, - The local

Catholic Curate, Fr. Patrick Higgins {later Parish Priest

of Shannonbridge) was
committee was formed
Brady, Tulleawn; an

appointed instructor.

appointed Chairman, A local

to direct our activities. Brian
ex-British army reservist, was

The number on the roll then was

about ninety-six - just under the hundred.
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After three months,  an examination was held for
officer appointments, |and John Keane, Drumeel, and myeelf
qualified, and were promoted as Section Commenders.

After a further three months, we were appointéd to 2nd

Lieutenant. There were no further-appointments;

The company wag still under'training, gnd we ware
under instruction for| promotion to a higher rank when the
1914-1918 War burst upon the world. Some time prior to
theloutbreak of the war, a parade was held in Granard, at
which the Inspection Officer was Major Dease of Coole,
Co. Westmeath. Therp was a competition amongst all the
companies from North'Longford and portion of Cavan.

The competition was in drill, infantry and rifle.

Clonbroney Company tbok first place, winning a .22 rifle.

After the outbrreak of the war, the Irigh
Parliamentary Party, {through their leader, John Redmond,
offered the Volunteers, to fight in an Irish hrigade.
This was rejected by [the British Government, but it was
sufficient to split the Volunteers from top to bottom,

and our company dwindled to nine.

At the end of (1914, I was sworn in s member of
the Irish Republican Brotherhood by John Cawley of Granard. .
Meetings were held in Granard, but there was, as yet, no
Circle establiahéd in Clonbroney. I was attached to the
Grenard Circle only, |and I did not attend meetings very
regularly, John Cawley died in 1957. |

I was not mobilised for 1916. It appears that,
when the messenger called to the house, I was away at my
gncle's place in Molly. On Easter Tuesday night, Jémes.
Fealy and ﬁyaelf éut all the telephone wires from

Ballinalee to Longford, and from Longford to Edgeworthstown,
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and threw two émall gun-powder bombs into the R.I.C,

barracks.,

the ,22 rifle.

It wae our only weapon of offence except for

I was aware that an attempt at an

insurrection was to be made, but I did not know when.

In 1917, a Circle of the I,R.B., was formed in

Clonbroney, and. consisted of Sedn Connolly, Sedn Duffy,

Joe Keenan, Ned Tynan

Sonny Greer, James J,.

sy Jimmy Tynan, Joe Tynan, John Treacy,

Killeen, and myself. The first

official inspection of that Circle was by Tomds Ashe.

In 1917, the I/R.B. was organised in every parish

in the County of Longford, and in 1918, the first County

Circle was formed, présided over by Martin Conlon,  That

meeting was held in McGuinness's boot-shop (upstairs)

in Longford. I was

I held until my arres

elected County Centre, a position

t in 1921. In the meantime, I was

elected to the Provincial Circle, but, as this story

concerng the Longford

any further.

Brigade, I will not deal with that

From early 1907, the Gaelic League and Gaelic

Athletic Association
with the Ancient Orde
Irish League.
was a very tiny plant

during these years.

flourished in the Gounty; interspersed

r of Hibernians and the United

The independence, or separatist movement

, and found it difficult}to succeed

The separatist movement in the County

was initiated from and developed by Granard and Longford

towns. To Sedn Cawl
Longford, and William
credit can be given f

separatist movement i

My colleague,
G.A. A, circles and in

in 1917. He was the

ey of Granard, Frank McGuinness,
Ganley of Creevy, Granafd, much

i
or the growth and development of the

n the County.

Sedn Connolly, was prominent in
the reorganisation of the Volunteers

h captain of the local football team,




and Johnny Smith was
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captain of the hurling team.

In 1917, the McGuinness by-election in South

Longford did much to
of the separatist mo
the success of the 8j

Longford election,

assist the growth and de#elopment
ement in the couhty, éspécially
na Féin candidate in the South

This, with the West Cavan by-election

"in 1918, had a very great effect upon Longford.

The success of Captain Redmond in the Waterford

by-election brought things to a head in Ballinalee,

The Irish Parliamentlry Party's supporters decided to

organise a victory c

lebration. Acting under the

authority vested in

e. as Centre of the I,R.B., I

proélaimed the celebrations and enforced the decision

with the aid of the
c¢lash with the Irish

olunteers. This was our first serious

Party supporters, and our last one,

I want to pay this tribute to them - the Irish Party

supporters, When the Black and Tans were our principal

enemy, many of the Ipish Party supporters gave us greﬁt

help and assistance in every way.

The political

organisation of Sinn Féin was

carried out in the parish in 1917, but, while I took a part,

as directed by the opganisation, I d4id not bécome a

menmber except for thge period of organisation and one

Convention in 1918 ih Dublin, one £rd Fheis. Rev. Fr.

Markey was President of the Sinn Féin Club, and James

J. Killeen was Secreftary.

After Joe McGhinneas wag elected and later released

from jail, a great Sinn Féin rally was held in Longford,

which our small party from Clonbroney attended. We

decided to invite g

meeting at Ballinal

e of the speakers to address a

at a later date. The late Tomés Ashe
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and the late Michael
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Collinsg came. We had a very

successful meeting, gnd the speeches delivered by Collins,

Ashe, James J. Killane, and James O'Neill, Lismeen, were

very useful and added to the development of the

organisation., . Thmfs Ashe, in his speech, was forceful,

and it had far reaching consequences for him ‘and resulted

in his death later,

The battalion
Drumlish and Killoe (

was mobilised for the Ldngford meeting.

lompanies joineﬁ us at Kiernan's

Crossroads, snd we' then marched to Longford. ' We marched

all the way.

I may here mes

1tion that, in regard to Tomds Ashe's

speech, unknown to us, a person took a shofthand note of

what he was alleged
Dublin Castle. The1
present at the meeti)
leave, and a Constab]
decided that the saf¢
at Heraty's of Ballil

hundred yards from tI

to have said, and reported direct to
re was no member of the R.I.C.
g, The sergeant at theé time was on

le Boyers was in charge. - The latter

2gt place for him to be on duty was

nalee, a publichouse, about two

he meeting place. The first

intimation that he had that there was anything wrong was

when-Dublin Castle, or his headquarters, sent him an

extract from the report made, and he and Constable Quigley,

who were supposed tq

have been on duty, were asked to

state if Ashe had used these words. As Boyers himself

said later, he replied in the affirmative, but said that

he did not regard them as having any significance.

Ashe was charged with having uttered the words,

conf'irmed by Boyers,

and Boyeré and Quigley éonfirmed,

in evidence at the tprial, that Ashe used theée words,

although they were not present, and never heard them.
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Ashe was convicted under the Defence of the Realm
Act, His hunger-strike and death followed as a
consequence of his speech in Ballinalee, the garbled
report of a would-be British agent, and the false
testimony of the two [police officers.

The trial of Ashe, and his hunger-strike and death,
are already well recgrded, but his funeral was made the
occasion of a great rallying of Volunteers and Volunteer

officers from all ovear Ireland.

' After the Ballinalee meeting, which was addressed

by Michael Collins a Tomé&s Ashe, Collins addressed a
meeting in Dromard, 8t Legge Church. The R.I.C. were
present at this meeting, and a report was made by them.

This led to a most e tfaordinary development..

Colline was a rested, and brought to the courthouse
in Longford, He wag charged under the Defence of the
Realm Act. There was a preliminary hearing before
Jephson, the Resident Magistrate, and it was decided to
take depositions. Jephson decided that, during the
taking of the deposiiions, Collins would be allowed bail,
which was guickly forthcoming, Michael Doyle and Michael
Cox going security for him, Of course, that waes the last
the British ever saw|of Collins until they met him in the
Council Chanmber duri the Treaty negotiatioﬁs, although
as much as £10,000 was offered at a later stage as a

reward for his capture,

The organised effort by the people to resist

British rule in IrelInd and to break that power was made
up of many sections ¢f our people that were organised in

different ways. As|I have already stated, we had the

Supreme Council of the I.R.B. and its various circles and
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centres as the organiging body, the Volunteers or army

which grew up attached to this organisation and which later

became the army of the elected Government.

We had the political side, Sinn Féin, which, like

to-day, was Jjust a pglitical pérty, seeking to secure the

votes of the people to support them in their political

view. This organithion was originslly formed to

secure "the re-establishment of the Independence of

Ireland, composed of King, Lords and'CommonB", or, in

other words, the repdal of the Union. This was in

keeping with the various Leagues in the early century,

including the Irish League, of which Justin McCarthy,

a member for North Lgngford, was the Secretary.

I think T should mention that this constitution

of Sinn F&€in remained

in force until the Sinn Féin

Convention of December, 1917, when the objects of Sinn

Féin were changed frgm the estsblishment of an Independent

Monarchy to the estahlishment of an Independent'RePUbiic.

This change was carried by a resolution at the Sinn F€in

Ard Fheis in 1917.

In the constitution of Sinn Féin enacted at that

Lra Fheis of 1917, it

was further agreed that, on the

establishment of our independence, a plebiscite of the

people would be taken

to decide whether we would be &

monarchy or a republic, that, in the first instance, it

was easier for the wogrld to understand what our aims were

for declaring a republic. No actual plebiscite has

since been held upon |that issue.

Working alonggide Sinn Féin, we had an active

Labour movement, working in harmony with Sinn F&in to

achieve our objects.

Then, in a more vigorous form, we

had Fianna Eireann and Cumann na mBan,
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Of course, it
believed that they we
organisation. The t

efforts of all that b

1k,
s true to say that each section
re the key or principal part of the
ruth is that it was the united

rought sbout what succéss we had.

The change from the monarchy to the republic

was the first compromise between the Supreme Council

of the I.R.B. and the political party, Sinn Féin,

The decision to have
made to the Supreme G
party, Sinn FPéin, fon
republic.

At this time,
wag the Supreme Coung
of the Supreme Counci
This continued until
when the first meetir

election, was held ir

Our branch of

first Ard Pheis after

a pleblscite was the concession
ouncil of the I.R.B. by the political

the change from the monarchy to the

the sole Government of the Republic
il of the I.R.B., and the President
1 was the President of the Republic.
after the general election of 1918,
)g of the D4il, elected in the 1918

) Janmuary of 1919,

i

Sinn Péin was repreeented at the-

+ 1916 by James J. Killeen of

Curragrane and Very Rev

. Canon Markey, P.P, ' A Convention

of the Volunteers wag held in Dublin on the eame date as

the Ard FPheis, and K1

lleen attended this Convention,

representing the Volynteers of Ballinalee and district.

At this Ard Fheis, Mp. Griffith and Count Plunkett withdrew

their nomination for

election as President of Sinn Féin-

in favour of Eamon de¢ Valera, who was elected President of

the political organigation, Sinn Féin, at’ that £ra Fheis.

This election led to

some confusion afterwarde, ‘as some

people thought that his election as President of Sinn Féin

meant that he was algo President -of the Government, but

Sinn Féin, being only a political organisation in support
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of the Govermment, cdquld not elect a President of the

Republic, no more thjn.the President of the Labour Party

could be described a

ag President of Cumarn

In the 1918 Cq
general'elecﬁion of 1
every parish in the (
with truth, from almd
Cloﬁbroney,and Ballir
Féin-Conrention. I

along with Father Ma:

President, or Countéas Markievicz,

n na mBan, might be so dbscribed.

nvention which was held prior to the
918, there were delegates from

o. Longford and, it could be gaid
st every parish in Ireland. Again,
jalee were represented at that Sinn
was a delegate to that Convention

'key and others. Plans were made for

the selection of candidates to fight the 1918 elections,

which the Supreme Coyncil decided should be fought,

slthough there was mmch misgiving as td the ﬁiadom of this

course, as it was a recognition by us of an Act of

Parliament of the British Parlisment. It was suggested

that an election should be held on somewhat tha same lines

as the Referendum which had been taken and subscribed to

by the overwhelming majority of the Irish pedple to

have Ireland's case iubmitted to the Peace Conference,

but it was felt that

it would be better to wqu the

- machinery made availdble to us by the Britisﬁ Government,

to achieve our objective.
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Chapter 111.

i

Military Developments.

The Volunteers|were reformed in 1917, but still
remained a very small|unit - not more than nine or ten
menbers, There was no appeointment of office?s, other

than that of myself as Centre of the I,R.B.

This situation| continued until the paséing of

Conscription in Ireland by the British Governpent, and, when
a committee was formeg'to resist Oonscription, the
Volunteers sprang to %ull atrength, There were over two
hundred menbers on parade in the week in which Conscription
was passed. It was fthen decided to hold an glection of
officers. There werg four nominations for the rank

of Captain, and five pominations for that of Lieutenant.

A parade was held in Foster's Field in CIOncoése, at which

I was elected Company| Captain, Seén Connolly, 1st Lieutenant,
and as the company was eo strong, there were two 2h4 Lieuts,
appointed - Michael Kenny and Sedn Duffy, Seamus 0'Connor,
N.T., and Michael Kang, Drumeel, a shop aasisfant in’
Reynold's, Ballinalee|, and a brother of John Kane,
previouély mentioned,| were in the nominations mentioned
above. 3

|
|
|

Organisation proceeded apace, and Longford was

- brigaded by order from Headquarters. There were two

battalions - 18t (Longford) and 2nd {Granard).

The 2nd'(Graﬂard) Battalion comprised seven or eight
companies, including Clonbroney Company, and the officers

were asg follows: -
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0/C, 2nd (Graner) Battalion - John Cawley,

Vice 0/C, d.o. -

Sedn MacEoin.

Adjutant, do. L - Paul Dawson Cusack.

Quartermaster, |do.

Michael Drum.

This organisation lasted only a few weeks.

5

In 1919, the Brigade was organised into four

battalions,

o/¢,
o/c,
o/c,
o/c,

with headquarters at Longfora, the 0/Cs being: =

Ballinalee - Sedn MacEoin.,

Longford " =  Jim Keenan.,
Arddgh - ILeo Baxter,

Lanesboro - M.J. Ryan,

To summarise the various changes in the orgasnisation

of the Volunteers in [County Longford, the brigading

squence‘is here set |down as follows: -

In 1917, therq was one battalion for the whole county,

under the Athlone Brigade, the officers being -

0/C

Viece 0/C

- Hubert Wilson, Longford.

John Cawley, Granard,

- Paul Dawson Cusack, Granard.
- 1 Frank Clarke, Lanesboro.
- M.P. Connolly, Longford.

;n February, 1918, Longford was organised into

two battalions, the ¢officers being -

1st§Logg£ordl Battalion

o/C -  Hubert Wilson.
Vice 0/C|{- M.P. Connolly.
Ad jt. - Thomas Redington.,
QUM -  Frank Clarke, Lanesboro.
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I should mentibn here that, prior to this organisation.
all Longford was one pattalion, brigaded under Athlone.

Seamus O'Meara was Brigade 0/C. ;

1

On the formation of the Longford Brigahe, the

officers were as follows: -

o/¢, . 1et (Longford) Brigade - Thom?s Redington.
Viece 0/C, - do. - M.P.;Connolly.
Adjutant, . do. - Fra#k Clarke,
Lanesboro.
Quartermaster, do. - Nedfcooney.

In 1919, a complete reorganisation of the brigade
took place, the offi¢ers being as follows: ~!

0/C ~ Thomas Redington., |
Vice 0/C| - 8edn Connolly.
Adjutant| - James Flood.

* Quartermaster| - Ned Cooney. i

. 2nd geeanardl Battalion.

0/C - John Cawley.
Vice 0/C| - Leo Reilly, Ardagh,
Adjutant| - Jim Flood.

Quartermaster| -~ Michael Drum.

In that same year, about May or June,;1918,
Longford was reorganised, and a brigade was formed, the

Brigade Staff being -

. - |
0/C - Thomas Redington.,
Vice 0O/ - W.P. Connolly.
Adjutant -~ Frank Clarke.

Quartermaster - Ned Cooney.
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In 1919, the Longford Brigade was re-formed, the

officers being -

o/C - Tom Redington.
Vice 0/C - Seén Connolly.
Adjatent - Jim Flood,

Quartermaster- Ned Cooney -
with four battalions,

18t (Ballinalee) Battalion,

o/C L Seédn MacEoin {myself).

Vice 0/C + John Murphy. |

Adjutant + Sedn Connolly, Ballinalee.
Quartermaster + Frank Whitney,

2nd (Granard) Battalion.

o/C - Sedn Cawley.

Vice 0/C = Sedn Murphy.

Adjutant -~ Jim Flood.
Quartermaster = Paul Dawson Cusack.

This organisﬁtion continued until early September,
1920, when Seén Connplly was transferred to G.H.Q.‘and
detailed for duty in Roscommon, Jim Flood was arrested,

and the brigade was re-formed, the Brigade Staff being -

o/C ~ Tom Redington.
Vice 0/C/ = Seén MacEoin (myself).
Adjutant| - Michael Heslin,

Quartermaster | - Ned Cooney.

This organisgtion of the Brigade Staff continued
to March, 1921, when I was arrested, and Patrick Callaghan
was appointed Vice 0/C to replace me, The Brigade Staff

then wasg -
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o/C
Vice 0/(
Adjutant

guartepmastez
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- Tom Redington.

- Patrick Callaghan.
- Michael Heslin,
Ned Cooney.

I attach, as Appendix "AY, details of the Brigade

and Battalion Staffs

after the Truce.

as supplied to me by General Collins

From the orgaIisation in 1919, all special

services were attach
ete,

I may here mej
and re-organisation ¢

time, Pat. Garrett, a

d to the Brigade Staff, engineering,

ntion that, during the organisation

pf’ the Longford Brigade from time to

G.H.Q. officer, supervised and

directed&the organisation of the Volunteers from early

1919 until the Truce

he was sent from G.H

, and when the Truce was arranged,

Q. as sBpecial courier, announcing

the decision that the Truce would take effedf 11th July,

1921. He later was
Staff in 1922, and 4
several N.C.0's and

Longford durihg that
under his instructioi

Flaherty, and Seamus

In 1918, much

with the manufacture

attached to the Adjutant General's

ied in 1954. He held and superviged

pfficers' classes in North and South

period,-and many officefs qualified

n, including Tommy Earley, Harry

Conway, from the Ballinalee district.

of our -activities were taken up

of ammunition, attempting to perfect

home-made mines and ¢xplosives of various types,

including the manufacture of gun-cotton. This was not

very successful, but

looking back on it, weiwére very

fortunate that we avoided blowing up ourselves.
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The late Sedn|Connolly made a very special

effort to manufacture.

.shotgun cartridges from 0ld empty

cart?idges. He seciired moulds, presses and varidus tools

for this type of work

from Henry Greer of Roose,

and Smith's of Loughill. Connolly and the Mullervy

brothers set up a small factory for this type of work.

The refilling of thel cartridges was a succesé, but we

used very, very few pof them.

From 1918 to 1919, there was the enforcement of law

under the guidance and instructions of the Supreme Council

of the I.R.B., which| developed later into the Republican

Police under the Ministry of Home Affairs, of which

Austin Stack was Mini

ster. In 1919 there was very little

delay, in the Longford Brigade area, in establishing the

Republican Police, thus enabling the Ministry of Home

freely.

In the local e
selected, pledged to

to contest the County

by an overwhelming
candidate, but was j:

along with James Kill

try of Local Go#ernment:to fuanction

lections in 1918, candidates were
support the new DEil aﬁa Government,
Council election, and were elected
jofity. I 4id not go forward as a
-opted to the Longford County Council,
een. At that time, the Council had

power to ce-opt two members. This was my first

experience of public

life, !
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Chapter 1V.

signatoriea gave Just

of the army. Though

BACKGROUND OF THE MILITARY CAMPAIGN: ITS CONSTITUTIONAL BASIS.

Few people realise to-day what was the constitutional

basis on which the na

period 1919 to the Truce.

Lional struggle was waged in the

When the Government of the

Republic of Ireland ipsued its Proclamation in 1916, the

offices or Ministries

of the Republic. Ea

their names, without stating the
which they held in the Government

ch signatory held a particular office

and appointment. Am%ngst the signatories to the

Proclamation was the

the various Offices o

"Provisional Governme

held to-day by the He

Ministers.

President of the Republic, Ministers of
[ State, and a Commander-in-Chief
they described themselves as a

nt", there is no doubt whatever that

.each man held an appointment or office similaf to those

pd of the State and by the various

When in Decembbr, 1918, the Irish people got an

opportunity to elect jan independent parliament, they did so

by an overwhelming maljority in practically all Ireland,

and though, when it :Esembled on January 21st, 1919,

some of the elected

mbers of Parliament refused to take

their seats in the First D4il, as that parliament was

officially named, the

ir absence did not lessep its validity.

When the First D4il

'which is followed to
- Comhairle was procee

the first holder of that office.

t, it carried out the same procedure
ay. The election of a Ceann
d with, and Cathal Brughs becamé

Father O'Flanagan

opened the session with a prayer, invoking the Divine

blessing upon that first elected parliament of the Irish people
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The roll was then calle&. All elected representatives,

from Antrim to Cork and

been summoned to attend

The Constitution for th

from Dublin to Galway, had already
and their names were called.

DEil was submitted and approved.

The Declaration of Independence proclaimed in 1916

was confirmed and was

French and English.

blished in & new form, in Irish,

legates representing the Irish

nation were appointed t¢ the Peace Conference in Paris,

and a message of peace

free nations in the worl

d goodwill was sent to all the

.. A democratic programme was

enscted and in the report of that programme is the first -

official recognition of

e President of the Republic.

It is given on page twenty-two of the official report of

that first session which contains the phrase: "We declare,

in the words of the Iri
right 6: the people of
and to the unfettered cd

pddraig Mac Piarais, we

govereignty extends not

h Republican Proclamation, the
reland to the ownership of Ireland,
ntrol of Irish destinies to be |
e language of our first Pfesident,
declare that the nation's

only to all men and women of the

nation, but to all ite material possessions, the nation's

soil and all its resourc

clearly established that:

es". In this quotation it is

we had a symbolic and executive

Head of the 8State in i

-The second sessio

g8 first President.

of the D4il was held on January

22nd, when Standing Orders were approved and a Government

or .Ministry was appointe

Gathal Brugha was elected

President of the Ministry pro tempore, as reporied on page

twenty-six of the official report.

" The following Ministers

were appointed; — Finance, Eoin MacNeill; Home Affairs,

Michael Collins; Forei

National Defence, Richar

Affairs, Count Plunkett;

Mulcahy. On the same date,
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Sedn T. 0'Kelly, our prgsent President of Ireland, was

appointed Ceann Comhairle in succession to Cathal Brugha.

The next m@eting of the DAil was held in private in
the Mansion House, Dublin, on April 1st, 1919. Sedn T.
0'Kelly was confirmed as Ceann Comhairle. . The Priomh-Aire,

or Prime Minister, was then nominated, and Eamon de Valera,

Member of East Clare, was elected. On the following day,
as stafed on page thirt -éix of the officisl report, the
Prime Minister submitted the names of his Ministers for
the approval of the D4il. -Each Minister was proposed and
geconded by a deputy of |the House, as follows: -

‘8ecretary for Ho Affairs, Art § Griobhtha.
Proposed by Liam de Riste (Cork City). Seconded by
P, 6 M&ille (Connemarg). Approved.

Secretary for Deflence, Cathal Brugha. Propoged
by J. MacGuinness (Longford). Seconded by Plaras

Beaslai (East Kerry). | Approved.

Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Count N.G. Plunkett,
Proposed by A, Griffith (East Cavan). Seconded by

P, 6 M&ille (Connemard). Approved.

Secretary for Labour, Countess Markievicz,
Proposed by Liam de Réiste (Cork City). Seconded by
8. Etchingham (East Wikklow). Approved. '

Secretary for Inﬂusiries, Eoin MacNeill.
Proposed by Cathal Brukha (Waterford Co.). Seconded

by Sedn MacEntee (S. Mpnaghan). Approved.

Secretary for Finance, Mfchedl § Coiledin.
Proposed by A. McCabe {South Sligo).  Seconded by H.

Boland (South Roscommoh). Approved.
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Secretary for Local Government, Liam MacCoégair.
Proposed by John Mahony (S. Fermanagh). Seconded by
R.C. Barton (W. Wicklow). Approved.

Heads of Departments: Propaganda, L. Ginnell;
Agriculture, R.d. Barton. On April 4th it was decided
to publish the names of the Ministers or Secretaries of

State.

There is in the foregoing a clear picture of a
properly elected and demgcratic government establiished by
- the votes of the people to guard the interests and rights

of the Irish nation and its citizens, and to speak both

internaily and external on their behalf. It is

difficult to realise to-day that the situation was not fully
appreciated at the time by a great number of people,

including some who had teken a very prominent part in
bringing it sbout. It was not realised by all that there was
a symbolic.head, or Presifdent, oflthe Republic at that time,
just as definitely as there had been one who signed the .
Proclamation of 1916. The fact that the head of that
Government was described as a Priomh-Aire, or Prime Minieter,
should have been a clear indication to all reasonasble and

intelligent people that he was Prime Minister to a President.

I do not propose to give that person's name in
this coﬁtext, but I wish to stress the fact that it was by
his orders that I was directed, at the meeting of An D4il
in August, 1921, to propose that Eamon de Valera be elected
Pregident of the Republic, This motion was seconded by

Richard Mulcahy. From the date of the Proclamation of the
Republic in 1916 uniil the assembly of the First D4il in
January, 1919, the Government of the Republic was in the
hands'of the Supréme Councill of the I.R.B., to whose President

all members had sworn cbedience and allegiance as the Titular
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Owing to the fact that the country

.was under enemy occupqtion at the time, the democratic

election of a Republican government was an imposeibility

and the I.R.B, Government was, in fact, a predecessor

of the meny patriot underground governments which

functioned and received recognition during the recent war.

During this period, the armed forces of the Republic

conalisted of the Volunteers, under the control of their

own elected Executive,

under their Centres.

An entirely new

and the Circles of the I.R.B.,

situation arose with the assembly

of the First D4il and its re-affirmation of the

Declaration of the Republic and 1ts'acceptance of the

social principles embofdied therein, . There was then in

existence an established government appointed by the

legally elected repres¢ntatives of the people, and to that

Government the Supreme

Council or the I.R.B. &t once

voluntarily ceded all its powera except one, The

President of the I.R,B.

continued to be regarded by the

Brotherhood as the President of the Republic until 1921,

when, as I have alréad;

nominated and elected t

_ This prompt and

in the moment of triump

r stated, Eamon de Valera was

o succeed him,

voluntary cession of its powers,

h, by a secret revolutionary body,

has few parallels in h
demonstrate more clear

inspired the Supreme C

story, and nothing could
the high patriotic motives that

cil, This voluntary ebdication

in favour of the new Gorernment has never been fully

understood by the publie

Having voluntari

executive powers at the

e

Ly divested itself of its

commencement of 1919, the Supreme

Council of the Irish Republican Brotherhood, howevern,
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d1d not.itself dissolvé until five years later. As long
as the sﬁruggle conti ed; there was danger that the |
elected Government and |[D{il might, at eny moment, find
themaélvqa qxtinguishe by enemy action, and, should thie

- happen, the Supreme Council held itself in readiness to

carry on the fight as a "caretaker" government,

The British declared war upon the Irish people and

their Government by prdclaiming the DE1l, forbidding it

to meet or function, and by proceeding to arrest, intern
and destroy, in sc far jas it lay in their poﬁer to do so,

every prominent member [of the D&il or of the armed forces

established under the Ministry of Defence. The I.R.B.
and the Irish Volﬁntee 8 were already in being and‘
constituted a readyéma e army determined to support and
defend the Irish people'and their Government againét all

enemies, whomsoever.

At various meetipgs of the D£il, as reported in the
first, second and .third volumes of the D&il Debates, each
Minister made written reports on the administration of his
Department, with the exception of the Ministgr for
Defence, who made oral preports. 1In one of those verbal
reports he informed the béil that the enemy was attempting
to draw the Irish Army Into a defensive action suitable
to the British, but added that his Department intended to

use "their own methods"|

It is true that it was not until the private session
of August, 1919, that the Oath of Allegiance to the
Republic was decided upgn, but it was agreed that it must
be taken by: - (a) all D&il deputies; (b) the Volunteers;
(c) the officials anmd clerks of the D411l; (d) any other
body or individual who, |in the opinion of the DEil, should




take the same oath.

pages 151 of the D41l

The Oath of All
officials in October,
building of a parliame:
At that meeting the Br
was announced, and sut]
Defence to undertake t)
from this aggression.
became known as the Ir]

throughout the thirty-i

into brigades, battali

28.

&hese decisions are reported on

Debates for August 20th, 1919,

pgiance was taken by the deputies and
1919, and thereby was concluded the
ntary and governmental institution.
1tish proclamation banning the D4il

nority was given to the Minister for

he task of defending the nation

The Volunteer Army, which then

Lsh Republicén Army, was orgsanised

two counties and had been formed

ns, and companies. Accordingly,

not alone had we a pro erl& constituted government, but

we also had a properly|constituted national army, all

menbers of which had t

en the Oath of Allegiance prescribed.

by the Government and FParliament of the people,

I have in my pogsession a roll kept by the Director

of Organisation from Jdnuary, 1919, onwards.

dating from January, 419
Price and of Diarmuid O
published in my article
the National Struggle",
"With the I.R.A. in the
Kerrymhn.Ltd., Tralee.

permanent loan in the B

This roll,

19, is in the handwriting of Eamon .

'Hegarty. Its contents have been

, "The Constitutional Basis of

which appears in the book

Fight for Freedom" published by The
I am depositing this roll on

ureau of Military History, together

with the other documents listed as contemporary documents

in the list appended at

This roll gives
Brigade and Battalion §

only written record of

guarantee of its accuraf

promotions, removals, a(

end of this statement.

the personnel of the Héadquarters,

Laffs. It is, in my opinion, the

its date, and the asuthorship is a

ry; but 1t must be remembered that

iditions and other alterstions
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were very numerous bet

Many vacancies

and in the Irish Repub

29.

een early 1919 and the Truce in 1921.

n the Government and Parliament,

lican Army, were caused by enemy

action which included ﬁurder, arrest and deportation.

Elements of our forces
fight by every means a
Republican Army was at

throughout the country.

in enemy hands were continuing to
t their disposal, and the Irish

tacking the enemy at many points

A judicial system of arbitration, Parish and

District Courts, and a

police system had been built up

under the auspices of the Sinn F&in Party. The majority

of Local Government bodies, such as County Councils,

Distriet Councils and (
allegiance to the elect
British administration,
down in a great part of
military, Black and Tar

maintain the authority

forporations, had declared their
,ed government of the nation. |
the courts included, had broken

" the country, and even the British
38 and R, I.C. were unable to

of the Imperial civil arm.

Under the British system each ¢ounty had a civil head in

the person of His Majeaty's Lieutenant of the county,

and Deputy Lieutenants; but they were unable to give

effect to, or to carry

In some areas, like my

out civil administration.

own in Ballinalee, County Longford,

there were units of the Ulster Volunteers in existence.

In a great number of ¢

were very decent Iris

ses, the men who belonged to them

n, but they felt bound to give

their loyalty to the King of Great Britain and to their

brothers in the North,
for Ireland.

ho were ‘opposed to self-government

The gallant prispn struggle of Terence MacSwiney,

Lord Mayor of Cork, who|died in Br;itoﬁ Jail, having
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endured the long agony| of a hunger-strike that had lasted
for seventy-four days, drew adﬁiration from most parts

of the world, and, I am sure, even from some of our
enemies, Following his death on October 25th, 1920,

and his funeral, a genpral order was issued by the Minister
for Defence and by the, Headquarters Staff, for an
intensification of our|defensive measures. It is‘arising
from that order that I|can tell the story of what has
become known as The Babtlé of Ballinalee. My purpose

is to show the extent to which the people had united
against British aggreSfion. It was the Sinn Féin Party
which had been given the mandate at the General Election
of 1918, to set up an independent Irish Parliament.

In that election, Sinn|Féin had wiped out the Irish

Parlismentery Party which would have continued to send

M.P.s to the British Parlisment at Westminster,

Yet,'once the British Iad declared war on the independent
Irish Parliament, which had become known as the First
D4il, every nationalist element in the country rallied

to its support. Side by side with Sinn Féin stood
Labour, the Irish Parliamentary Party and the Ancient

" Order of Hibernians. {In a word, priests and people

stood shoulder to shoulder against the common enemy,

united in their defence of DZil Eireann.
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V.

In April, 1918, 1
Great threats were bein

Commons of conscripting

ATIONS AND ACTIVITIES.

the European War was in full swing.
r made by the British House of

the youth of Ireland, that they were

not taking their full share of the war, although more
Irishmen joined voluntarily, at the behest of the former
Nationalist leader, John Redmond, than any other portion
of the Britieh Empire in proportion to population.

The Volunteers were in failr stréﬁgth all over

Ireland, having been reqrganised after.the Buppression of

the attempt in 1916 to shake off British rule, The

Irish Parliamentary or' ationalist Party were then in the
British Houée of Commons and they maintained that the only
way to resist conscription was by constitutional action

on the floor of the House.

Notwithstanding all their protests and votes, the
British Commons passed the Bill into law for the Consceription
of Ireland, and then the| Party had to adopt the policy
which Griffith had advocpted for years, namely to withdraw
from the British House of Commonsg as every day the Party
who were there simply gave England the apparent right to

legislate for Ireland.

The older generation in Ireland was in complete
¢espaié when the Conscription Bill became an Act.
The only oréanisation in|Ireland that looked on witﬁ a smile
was the Voluﬁteers.- Although their arms were ridiculously
poor, they were determined to resist to the death. The

real leaders of Ireland, (the Catholic Bishops, met in
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‘officers who had rifles,
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council and they, who ate the steadiest body of men in

the world, declared that the proposed blood tax, as

Conscription was called,

was liniqultous and unmoral; that no

country had the right to conscript the Irish save an

Irish Parliament. elected by the peopie,'and that it was

an enactment that shoul

be resisteq by every lawful means

at the disposal of the Irish people.

This opened up a

Volunteers.

make the act inoperativ

drilling, training and preparing to resist.

purchased where poesible.

new era and new work for the

The political parties took various steps to

» and the Volunteers went on
Afms'were

Explosives were purchased,

begged, borrowed or taken from merchants, Gouﬁty Councils,.

traders or merchants who|traded under licence for the British

wore interviewed.

Some of them were quite willing to hand

over their stores, which were little, without any fuss,

while others had to be

receipt given, Farmer

if possible, before the

taken.

I may mention tha

aided and the stores taken‘and a

, sportsmen and ex-Britiéh Army
shotguns, etc., were called upon,

British ﬁuthoritigs, and their arus

t we were often going awa& from &

place when the British would be arriving to take up the arms

also. Some people charged us with stealing or robbing these

people of the arms, etc.

, but in the case where ;the British

took them, it was only dollecting them for safety.

Several thousands of a

thus taken are at present rotting

in the custody of the Inish Government towday and owners

cannot be identified.

Each company of VYolunteers had to secure arms for

themsgelves,

The Ballinalee Company was no exception to thé
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rule and its arms at this time consisted of two double-barrel
gshotguns, one Winchester Repeater rifle, and a .38 'revolver

which the Company O/C held and carried. For the shoiguns

we had twelve cartridges, and for the rifle, a few rounds,

and for the revolver, teén rounds.

A raid at Kilnaleck: |

It would be about this time that we staged a raid

for arms in Kilnaleck. This happened to be the second

incident of my "fighting career" and, although in the light
of after events it was & very minor and trifling one, to me
at that time it was a very thrilling affair indeed and one

that I shall always remember,

It was during the Conscription period of 1918,
and the total arms in our battalion area was one rifle
and one , 38 revolver, and, as we were determined to resist
Congcription, we were searching far and wide foé arms and
emmunition of any description. Now, I was told that a

Miss Sheridan in Kilnaleck, Co. Cavan, over seventeen

miles away, had some sporting rifles, gunpowder, etc,

In Longford, at this time, everything had been taken by

the British, but in Cavan, so far, nothing had been seized.,

Well, we were goling to get that suff, by hook or by

crock, and hit on a plan.

The late Sedn Connolly (my
" Battalion Adjutant), Sefn Treacy, Seamus Cohwa&'and myself
got on our bieycles one|summer evening and rodé:to Kilnaleck,
arriving there about 9 ¢'clock, armed with the .38 revolver,
We had separated a short{ distance from the town# two going
in at one end and two at the other. Conway and myself

were shabbily dressed, But Connolly and Treacy were

"disguised as gentlemen!.)
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Now, the plan that these two well-dressed gents

were to operate was to go in to see Miss Sheridan,

engage her in conveérsation and see how theiland lay.

|
If she was agreeable to sell the stuff, well and good;

if not, they were to find out what she had, and when

they were about half an hour in the house, we two

rough=looking fellows were to walk in (arméd with the

. 38) and seize the

stuff by force - and we thought

ourselves as valiant as Napoleon)

Well, when they had been inside for sbout half

an hour, we walked

in, as arranged, and just as we

entered we heard he¢r explain that she was in the very

difficult position

of having been notifiedito have the

stuff ready to surrender to the Government in the

course of a day or

and various small arms.

so, and we saw on the table a rifle

"Your difficulty is sblved,

Ma'am", I said, "w¢'re taking 1t"! The lady swung

. round, very startléd, then, recovering herself,

said laughingly, "Gh, take it, and good luck to the

two of ye"! Then

like ye're method @

to the other pair, "But I don't
£ matchmaking"! ' '

\

The bicycles were outside the door and we

brought our two 1in,
containing a Lee En
revolver or two, et
and behold, when we
our booty, there we
the footpath. or
conclusion that we
with my .38, decide

whole lot, and brav

tying on them the parceia

rield, some other small érms, a

c. and some ammunition. But, 1o

opened the door to go oht with

re eight policemen standing on

course, we immediately'cﬁme to the
re “sold", but I, beiné armed

Eethai I could easily shéot the

e ly pﬁshed my biecycle with the parcels
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out through them (clgsely followed by Conway), at the

same time calling bagk to those in the house, "Good

night, we'll be back

for us, and we got on the bicycles and rode off

lixe ‘billeo’’)

shortly". The police made way

The police haI evidently seen us go in, became

a little suspicious

nd had come up to investigate,

but were reassured by our apparent friendlinéss with

Miss Sheridan.

Now, we had p

reviously arranged that we should

meet at a house of anh uncle of mine, about eight miles

from Kilnaleck. We
near Finea, about 10

but there was no sig

arrived at the uncle's house,
or 11 o'clock, waited for an hour,

n of the other two boys, and we came

to the conclusion thamt if we had escaped, they had not.

We took off t
uncle, and rode back
in an agony of appre
arrested and nothing

he parcels, left them with the
to Kilnaleck, All the way I was
hension: - those two boyé had been

would clear me, I was:the

Battalion Commander and had brought them into a hole,

and left them there,

We arrived at

ete, etc,

Kilnaleck, and found the town very

quiet, I went to the house of an aged band:master

arrested in the town

1
ed 1f he heard whether anybody was

that night. To our great relief,

‘he said "No"! He had not heard of any arrésts.

A 1little reassured, we then proceeded to Miss Sheridan's

and found that the boys had left there an hoﬁr or so ago.

They had gone astray!
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That little episode will always remain in my
mind, and as I have mentioned it as the second incident
of my operatiéngl career, I may as well give* an account
of the first such ing¢ident. This was a raid on Heraty'é,

Balllnalee.

At this time we dbcided to get some ammanition
from a merchant in Ballinalee which he had in store,

Arrangements .were being made to get it when infonmation

reached us that it was to be.mOVed to Longfogd, that its
return had been-aéke for by the local-Sergeant of the
R.I.C. Accordingly, the late Sedn Connolly and I held
a consultation as to|how it could be securedﬂ The
merchant (Mr. P.J. Heraty, R.I.P., who will come in

for mention several times later) could not g;ve us the
stuff. His foreman, Volunteer Frank O'kKeeffe, told

us of the wheresbouts of the stuff, and also declared
that he could not give the ammnition, that,iif it was
taken, he would have |to report the loss. S50 it was
decided to raid for the stuff at 10 p.m. vhen the shop

was about to be closed.

At 8 p.m. on g night in July, 1918, Se4n

Connolly, Paddy Callaghan (R.T.P.), Ned Tynan and one
or two others were in the forge, as ordered. Connolly

and another man, who name I forget, were to watch thé

police barracks; Calllaghan and another were to take up

vosition at Hannigan'ls Bridge; Tynan and I were %o raid.

the shop. The other| four Volunteers went to the village,
in pairs, and took up positions as directed., ' Tommy
Earley was to patrol Fhe town, and let us know if all was

clear, by walking down the old lane at the end of

‘Heraty's at 9.45 Ihnur Tynan and I proceeded across

fields to Ballinalee,|armed with one small .38 revolver,
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being the little one
only revolver in the
revolver which Sedn

it might not.

Ned Tynan and
and, when we got to
arranged. His info
in Heraty's, apparen
leaning on the count
revolvers, and that
were in the party.
and were particularl

was who swore agains
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I have mentioned before, and the
place save one old Bulldog pattern

Connolly had. It might fire, and

I walked quietly across the fields
the old lasne, we met Earley as
rmation was that four poiicemen were
tly having no business but quietly
er, that they were armed with
Constable Boyers and Sergeant'Smith
These itwo men were Protéstants,

v bitter against us, Béyers it

t Tomds Ashe. Earley further

informed us that Connolly had withdrawn and had told

Earley to tell me that I should withdraw also, that he

suspected treachery.
it and run the chanc
chuckled a little, a
We dismissed Earley,
Just as we walked up

in the direction of

We rushed int
and, to prevent them

old school satchels,

but put up their han

I asked Ned was he game to stick
g of raiding for the stuff. He

nd replied, in realrstyle, "Sure't!
and went up to the end éf the house.

, out.walked the police,;and went

the barracks.

b the shop, held up the assistants,
saying they knew us, we. wore two

with two slits for the eyes on each,

- over our heads. The assistants offered no resistance,

is and faced the wall ini proper style.

Ned remained at the halldoor, with his revolﬁer in his

hand. A brother of

Mr. Heraty, not knowinggwhat our

errand was, and thinking the day's cash was in danger,

dashed out the light

and made