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STATEMENT BY EDWARD HORGAN,

13 Sheares' Park, Glasheen Road, Cork.

T am a native of Cork City where T joined Fianna Eireann

in 1917.

During my service with the Fianna up to late 1918, we drilled
in the Volunteer Hall in Sheares' Street, Cork, and held.Publié
parades from time to time. There was, at that time, on1§ one
Fiamma Sluagh in Cork City, so far as I can remember. A man named
0'Callaghan of Blarney Stfeet, Cork,'uas the officer-in-charge.
Theré were, to the best of my recollection, about sixty members in
the Sluagh., So far as I am aware, the Fianna had no'guns then,
There may, possibly, have been a few revolvers owned-by individuéls;

but T camnot state this with any certainty,

¥her: T joined the Volunteers in thé laﬁter‘part of 1918, there
was only one Battalion in Cork City. My Company was lnown as "H"™
Company and when, in early 1919, the Battalion was divided into the
1st and 2nd Batialions, Cork No, 1. Brigade, I was still attached to

" the same Company .

When the Cork City Battalion was diiided,.the lst Battalion
covered the area north of the River Iee. The territory of the 2nd
Battalion'lgy south of the river. Although "H" Company comprised
districts south of the Lee, we still weré attached to the lst
Battalion., The districts covered by our Companj could, generally
speaking, be outlined as follows :~ (flasheen Road, Magazine Road,
'College Road, part of Western Road, Bishopstown, Model Farm Road, and
as far as Ballincollig village, The latter is, approximately, five

miles south-west of Cork City.
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¥When I joined "H"_Fompany the officers were :- Captain -
Sedn O'Sullivén; 1lst Tieutenant - Joe Murphy; 2nd Iieutenant -
Sean Hﬁrley. We had Jboﬁt sixty to eighty men in the Company,
which was divided into four sections under Section Commanders.
We drilled in an old slaughter-house in a yard at Dennehy's Cross
and, when the weather permitted, in a quarry at Sandy Hill in tﬁe

Bishopstown area west of the City.

-When the General Election of December, 1918, was held, our
Company, in common with other Volunteer Companies, was actively
engaged, canvassing votes, stewarding election meetings and
helﬁing generally to further tﬁe cause. of the two Sinn Féin
candidates for Cork City, viz. Liam de Roiste and J.J. Walsh,
Both these men were elected by large majofiﬁies over their
opponents representing (1) the loyalisté in Cork and (2) the Irish

Parllamentary Party under the leadership of John Redmond,

On 11th November, 1918, a éensation was created in the City
and indeed, all over the counfry, when news was received of the
daring escape from Cork gaol of Donnchadha MacNeilus, a Cork
Volunteer who had been arrested and charged with shooting an
R.I.C. man, who took part in the arrest. MacNeilus was assisted
in his iisuccessful attempt to escaperby picked Volunteers from
the City Battalions, some of whom actually entered the gaol on
that occasion. My reference to this particular episode is,
mainly, for the purpose of placing on record the fact that two
men of "H" Company, lst Battalion, named Denis Coghlan and
Jack Allard, were amongst those Volunteers who took part in the

rescue of MaclMeilus,

Our main activities during 1919 consisted of regular weekly

drills and occasional qarades. Our arms consisted of a few
!
i
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revolvers and shotguns.} With.a view to improving the general
-arms position the Briga@e gave instructions that the Companies
should undertake tﬁe.raiding of private houses in our district -
. where we had-reasén to believe there might be a gun or ammnition.
The occupants of these houses were, in practically every -
instance, of the so-called gentry class, They were all pro-British
in thelir sympathies and many were ex-officers of the British Army

or YNavy,

Small parties of three or four of us carried out these raids
at night. One member of our party would, invariably, carry a
revolver; the remainder would be unarmed., = I know that in
thirtéeﬁ of these raids we succeeded in getting about twelve éhot-
guns and a couple of revolvers, The latter were taken from the
house of a man naméd Footer who was employed as a water bailiff,
Another fevolver was got in the house of a man named Norcoit in

the Bishowstown districﬁ.

So far as our Company was concerned it would be correct to
state thaﬁ the arms position showed only a little improvement as
a reault of these raidsggz’view of the fact that we had about
eighty men in the Company, generally speaking the results were, in

my opinion,out of all proportion to the risks involved.

Early in January{ 1919, in company with Jer Flahérty, '

Owen Jackson, Peter Yﬁung, Bill Barry and Tadg Murphy, all from
"H" Company, T went about & p.m. one night to raid the house of

a British Army Captain home on leave, at The Loﬁgh, Cork. I was
armed with a revolver. The others were unarmed. Our faces were
blackened to avoid identification, as some of us, at least, were
known to the occupants, Ve knocked at the door of the house and
gained admission, The British Army Officer's father, who was an

1
R.X.C. man, was inside. ' We told him what we had come for,
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His son (the officef) happehéd to be upstairs and, apparently,
overheard what we had‘said. He came down the stairs with a
rifle pointed menacingly at us. I—produced my revolver and
pounced on him and discoveréd, Juckily énoﬁgh for us, that the
rifle was unloaded, In the struggle, our caps fell off and we

were, apparently, recognised by the ex-R.I.C. man, However, we

left the house with the captured rifle.

. Two_nights followiﬁ;?the-raid in questioﬁ my home ati Glasheen
Road, Céfk, was raidedisy.police and military and I was arrested
and taken to the Bridéwelf, Cork. When I got there, I found that
fhree others of my comrades, who had taken part in the raid with
me, were also in custody. We were chérged with compliéity in the

raid on the ex-R.I.L.'man's house and remanded to Cork gaol,

In the gaol at the time were a number of Volunteer prisoners
from Fermoy who were chafged as being members of a party of
Volunteers who had attacked and disarmed British soldiers, en route
to Sunday Church Service, in the sfreets of Fermoy some time
previously. So far as I can remember, thingé were getting hot for
thé Fermoy prisoners at this time and they were in danger of being
found guiity. Possibly the British had evidence-of identification
in their case, To counteract any move by the British it was
decided on instructions (conveyed by some means to the pfisoners)
from the Brigade that we should all go on hunger strike. | This we

duly did.,

After about eleven days on hunger strike, I was removed to the
- hospital of the Sisters of Mercy, Cork, where I was to undergo an
operation for the removal of tonsils. While I was in the hospital

I was guarded day and night by drmed R.I.C. men. I was only a few
. ! .
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days in hospital when -cr:xe_c-:f the house Doctors named Leo Aherne,
himself a Ccl)rk Vblunteeg (better kmown as "Stetto") told me to
hold myself in readinese; to -attempt an escape, Owing to the
presenceA of the police the project fell_ through on the ff:l.rst
ocqasion. Itr was ‘then decided that the Reverend Mother should
lodge an objection to ‘th'e police being constantly in the wafd
where there were other patients besides myself. Eventually, the
police agreed to withdraw on the condition that they would bé'
allowed to enter the ward every half hour to ensure that I was
still there, This was agreed to by the Reverend Mother who,‘
doubtless, was quite well aware of my intention to escape at the

first opportunity.

One night (13th January, 1920) I was told by Leo Aherne that
arrangem_ents were being made to help me to get away. Vhen the
police were absent from the ward T was brought to c¢ne of thel
toilet rooms where I was given a nurse's cap and gown and 18
- revolver and told to leave the hospital by a side exit where some
Volunteers were wait.ix_'ng to escort me to safety. When I left the
toilet disguised as a nurse, I met an R.I.C. man in the passage.

I turned hurriedly away from him and, even.’c.ua;lly, found myself

in the hospital mortuar,;r. T came out the mortuary door on to

the street; but, as it had been arranged that I should leave by
another door, T found nobody to meet me. Leo Aherme did, in
fact, inform th;e waiting Volunteers shortly afterwards that I had
left the hospital. I proceeded to the house of the Misses Wallis,
St. Augustine Street, Cork, where I met Seén Hegarty, 0/C. of the
Cork No. 1, ﬁrigade. " He arranged to have me supplied with

sultable c¢lothes.



.I remained in the City for about three months sleeping in
different houses at night and then got out to the country to the
6th Battalion area at Donoughmore, a few miles south-west of Cork,
where I stayed with a friendly farmer named Dinny Lucey, and
linked up with the local Courtbrack Company of ﬁolunteers. While
with this Company I helpéd to burn down a few evacuated police
barracks in the district. One such bnrﬁing was at.Baﬁnow Bridge
near Leemount, Cork, vhere in:April, 1920, we used petrol and
straw to destroy the barracks. About thirty men took part in this
oreration,

Attack on military and police convoy at
Ballinacarriga Bridge.

In the month of May, 1920, during which period T was in
and ‘out of the City at various times and in touch with my own "H"
Comﬁany, it was learned that a party of armed R.I.C. éscorted,
at regular periods, supplies of blastinz powder to Jenning'é
guarries near Victoria Crﬁss, Cork, and also supplies of food to'
the military on duty at the viaduct in the Bishopstown district
of Cork, Tom Demnehy, the Captain of "H" Company, decided we
should attack and disarm this convoy at ﬁallihacarriéa Bridge which
is situated on the old Cork-Ballincollig road and about two miles
south-west of the City. Our party consisted of the following :-
Tom Dennehy (Company Captain), Jamés O'Donoghue, Jack O'Regan,
Patrick Murphy, Denis 0'Sullivan and myself. We were all armed

with revolvers,

We were moving to the ambush posi%ion (in the forenoon) when,
to our surprise, we heard lorries approaching from the Ballincollig
direction earlier than wé'had anticipated.  We hurriedly took cover

behind ditches and discov?red that, not aione did the expected police
I
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party arrive, but also J:,r,wo lorryloads of armed military, This
unexpected develorment faut. paid to our plans, We could not
hope to take on this much supefior enemy force with the numbers
.and weapons at our disposal, However, as the convoy passed, -
we emptied our revolvers into it and then had no option but to
-beat a hurried retreat. I.c-:annot Say what casualties (if any)
" we inflicted on the eneéy who, I might add, replied vigorously

to our fire.

Attack on Blarney R.I.C. Barracks.

On the night of 3rd June, 1920, an attack was made on the
R.I.C. barracks at Blarney, County Cork, in which a large number

of men from the Cork No. 1, Brigade took part.

At that time, T was in the City and left with "H" Company

for outpost duty on the night of the attack.

- Our party numbered, -approximtely, thirty. Most of us' weife
afmed with shotguns, the remainder with revolvers, - We were
" instructed to take up pgsitions at Healy's Bridge, which is about
two miles on the City side of f!larney .(ori jt's south side) and our
instructions were to engage any enemy relieving force which might
come along while the bar;-ack attack was in progfess. Thié force
was expected tf:) come from Ballincollig four miles to the south-

west where there was a very strong military garrison in barracks,

After the attack on Blarney barracks had concluded and before
we left our position, several 10rry16ads of Cameron Highlanders
approached-Healy's Bridge, coming from Ballincollig, We poured
voll_eys from shotpuns and revolvers ‘int.o the Camerons but failed

to halt their progress. They replied vigorously to our fire, but,
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as T have stated, werﬁ able to continue on in the direction

of Blarney., I under;tand that they were held up further on

By road;blocks set up by others of our party, with the result
that all of our men engaged in the barrack attack got safely
away. Yle pulled out of our position when the Camerons had gone

out of sicht and we withdrew to Courtbrack, six or seven miles

to the west,

Shortly afterwards, I again returned to the City because

of intensive raiding by military in the Courtbrack district.

Attack on R.I.C. barracks -at King Street, Cork,
On 1st July, 1920, at about 6 p.m. an attack was made on

the R.I.C. Barracks, King Street (now MacCurtain Street), Cork,
By men of the lst Battalion. The barracks was situated in one
of the main City thoroughfares and.was-only'about & quarter of

a mile from Victoria (now Collins) barracks, which was the
headquarfers of tﬁe British‘Miiitary Command in the Sout.h‘of~
Treland. The plan of attack, as I now remember it, was that.a
charge of gelignite be exploded against the sidewall of the
barracks from the inside of an adjoining house; the barracks was
then to be rushed and captured by a party of Volunteers spread
here and there in King Strbgt in.the immediate. vicinity of the
barracks, " The plan miscarried, by feason of the fact that before
the explosion occurred a Volunteer fired with a.revolver at an
R.I.C. man ontside the.barracks; This alerted the garrison and,
although the gelignite was exploded, causing great damage to the
barracké, 1trwas decided no£ to proceed with the original plan

as the element of surprise, so necessary to success, was gone.

With about six to eight men of "H" Company, I was stationed

: i
down near Patrick's Bridge (a few others were in King Street),
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which is about two hunired yards from King Street barracks

and covered the approaéh to tha£ street by eneﬁy relieving
forces coming from the (South) centre of the city, e.g. Unién
Qu;y ﬁarracks. We were all armed with revolvers, When the
assault plan proved abértive for the reasons stated those men
who were to take ﬁart %ere instructed to get‘away from the

{
district, As they left, word was conveyed to us to do likewlse.

Military dispatch rider captured at
Carrigrohane Road.,

——

Early in the month of July, 1920, five members of "H"
Company, armed with rev%lvgrs, with ?om Dennehy, the Company
Captain, In charge. 1ay.in wait aloﬁg the Carrigrohane Road to
capture a military diépatch rider conveying diSpatches from
~ Ballincollig military barracks to Cork. It was previously
observed that this dispatch carrier passed this way at regulaf

periods,

The soldier came along on a motor-bicycle one evening as

expected. The boys fired a few shots across hiﬁ, whereupon he
crashed into the side of the road, His dispatéhes, revolver
and motor-cycle were then taken away. .He was‘unhurt. A short
while after this particula¥ inci&ent Tom Dennehy was arrested
and charged with having%taken part in the occurrence, He was
sentenced to a term of penal servitude which he sefved in a gaol

. 1in Fngland.

Raids on Military Stores and Mails,
During the year 1920, "H" Company carried out many daylight

raids on the premises of the Cork-Bandon and Cork-Macroom railway.

"
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Provisions aﬁd equipmenr (céats, boots, shirts) for the British
forces in the South and West of tﬁe county were céntinually
-passing,through the Cork termini. Whene#er.a consi%nﬁent arrived
a£ a railway station, information t6 the effect was passed_on by
I.R:A, menlemployed on %he railway. The faids were usually

| carried out by from six}to ten men armed with revolvers; the
captured goods were taken away by horse and'car ér by motor ;orry
commandeered by us for the purpose, Theée captures were safely
‘stored and eventualiy sent on to the countﬁy for the use of our

Flylng Colums,

Mails consignéd td;military aﬂﬁ police barracks were also
taken from trains very frequently during 1920 and 1921. All
such corresbondencg was passed to the éﬁttalion Inteliigence
Service fbr scrutiny. |

Destruction of military lorries at
Dennehy'!s Cross,

T
On 15th July, 1920) word was received that two military
|

lorries had stopped at bennehy's Cross, apparently having broken
down, Two armed soldiers remained to keep a ﬁatéh on the
lorries, Four of .our lads armed with revoivers were hurriediy.
mobilised and proceeded to the scene. They held up the soldiers,
disarmed them énd thenpﬁet the lorries on fire. All of the 5oys
got safely away. Dennéhy;s Cfﬁss 1s about one and a half miles

from the City centre and on the main Cork-Ballindollig road.,

| Shoo#ing of Michael Walsh, Spy.
Early in the year, 1921, instructions were received from
the Battalion that a civilian named Michael Walsh was to be located

and ‘'shot., Walsh was an ex-British soldier, and, accordingitoe

!
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information received by our Intelligence Service, was giving -

information about I.R.A. men to the enemy.

We knew Walsh quite well and on many occasions we watched for
him, armed with revolveré. To the best of my recollection this
maﬁ took refuge in the mﬁlitary barracks, Cork, because we failed
to find him in his usual haunts. Eventually he was located in the
hospital wing of the Cork Union from where he was taken on léth
February, 1921, by a party of i.R.A. men - not from "H" Company -

and duly executed.

Shooting of ﬁlack and Tan at College Road, Cork.

Yollowing an ambush o} Black and Tans at Dripsey, County
Cork, in February, 1921, after which a number of I.R.A. prisoners
were brutally done to death.by the fTans', an order was issued by

the Cork Brigade O/C. that men from every Company of the two Cork
| City battalions should patrol the streets under arms on the nightl
of 1lst Mareh, 192], and shoot every member of the British forces
to be met with whether they were armed or not, This was to be
done by way of a reprisal for the brutal murder of our comrades

captured at Dripsey,’

Armed patrols went out in our Company area that night. Only
one of these patrols met any of the enemy. This happened at, what
is known as, the fGaol Croés on Collepe Road, very close to the
heavily guarded Cork géoii Here, four of our lads contacted a
group of Black and Tans coming out of the gacl, Fire was opened
on the.'Tans' who replied with revolvers and then hastily withdrew
to the safety of the ggolf On; of them was wounded:and 1atér died.
.In the exchange of fire a;member of "H" Company named Augustine O'Shea

was also wounded, but recévered subsequently.




12,

_Burning of Victoria Cross Police Barracks,

The R.I.C. barfacﬁs at Victorla Cross, Cork,‘was one of
the strategic points in the enemy's posté covering the entrance to
the City on the south—weé? side.. Tt was in close proximity to
the City and on a route very frequently used by enemy forces leaving
and entering Cork., Sometime in March, 1921 (I am not at-all
certain of this date) the barracks was evacuated., Immediately we
were instructed to destroy it to prevent its reoccupation by the
British and, on the day folloying the evacuation, a party of seven
armed men from "G" Company entered the building during daylight,
sorinkled it with petrol and set it alight. Particular care had
to be taken on this occasion because it was feared that the premiées
had been mined before being evacuated and there was every dange} too
that the I.R.A; party would be surprised by passing sqidiers or 'Tans'
before the destruction oflthe barracks was accomplished. However,
all went well; the job Ha% compléted to our satisfaction, our lads
getting away safely just béfore a strong force of military arrived .

on the scene.

Bﬁrning of Pike's Mansion at leemount, Cbrk.

At about the latter end of May, 1921, the Company was -
instructed to destroy arla%ge mansion then bccupied by people named
Pike at Leemount about a mile from Cork. This waé a wellfkncwn
rendezvous for British officers, the Pikes being strong loyalists,

A party of about thirty of us proceeded to Leemount one niéht. We

carried tins of petrol for the job. Arriving at Pike's we ordered

all the occupants (aﬁout-t;enty) out of the building at the point of
the revolver, and set fire%to the'place,.completely destroying it.

There were no British Army personnel there that evening.
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Attempt to shoot Br;tish Intelligence Officers{

On variocus occasions in 1921 we lay in ambush to shoot
British Intelligence Offlcers who frequented the house of a
loyalist in the Ihchagaggln district, not far from Ballincollig.
There was one partlcular|off1cer, whoge name I have forgotten,
whom we were particularly anxious to meet. Unfortunately, we
missed the fellow on the many occasions we lay in wait for him.
He was, however, eventua%lf shot and killed by Leo Murphy,

Commandant of the 3rd Battalion (Ballincollig area).

A-feature of "H" Company's activities in 1921 was the
frequen£ blocking of roa&s in our area by diégiﬁg trenches and
felling trees. This was done to obstruct military operations
which were then being carried out on a large scale and were
directed minly against our Flying Colums in the south-west of
the county. As an instance, I would refer to the successful
ambush by the West Cork Flying Column under Tom Barry which took
vlace at Crossharry on 1§th March, 1921, TImmediately before this
ambush took place we were busily engaged blocking'the roads in
our area leading south-westwards to the ambush poéitién.< I am
sure that our efforts on that occasion helpéa in some measure to
foil the British attempt to surrouﬁd and capﬁﬁre Barry's Column

after the Pight at Crossbarry had concluded.

In-the months preceding the Truce of July, 1921, our
activitieé, in general, concerned the disruption of enemy_lines
of communication to the south and west of the county. Telephone
and telegraph wires were éut, trains held. up and searched for

enemy mails and goods, parties of enemy troops were sniped and




14.

every effort made to obstruct and confuse the British Military
- Authorities in their efiforts to wage more intensive warfare.
T was engaged in this work with "H® Company when the Truce called

a halt to hostilit.ies,l

" During the perdod of the Truce I attended an officers’
training camp at Bishoﬁstown, County Cork, and, on the outbreak
of the Civil War fought on the anti-Treaty side until the 'Cease

Fire' Order in 1923,
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