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STATFMENT BY Mr. RIWARD HALIEY,
Fallywater, Callan, Co. Kilkenny.

Pormerly Tice-Commandant, 7th Battalion, Kilkenrny Prigade.

T was born on 12th July, 1287, et Ballywater, Callan, vhere

, T now resida. !y father was a farmer and I, having completed my

|
education at Rallyline Mational School, worked with him on the
farm which T subsequently inherited and which I now own.

Por some years prior to the outbreak of the 1914-1918 Great

War the political position in rural Ireland, as I saw it, was one
ot solid support for the Irish Parliamentary Party and its policy

of Home Rule for Ireland. Vhen, therefore, the Irieh National

Volunteer movemant was lavnched in Hovember, 1913; with the support
and blegssing of that Party and of 1ta leader John 5. Redmond, it
soread rapldly and most able-bodied men in the towns and countryside

were enrolled as members,

Y bocame a menber in May, 19ilo, when a Company of this new
movemsnt - the Trish National Volunteers - was formea in the nearby
Anongst those
#who were responsible for organising the Company were the late
P%t.her Nalahunty, C.C., Callan, and the late M. John J, Durme,
failan, both of whom, T am glad t-o say, played a prominent part during
later years in the struegle for independence and to wham I will refer

azain in - the course of this statement.
"he formation of the Ballyline Company arocused a great deal of

local interest and, as far as I can recollect, we had scmething 1ike

200 wsmbers. Under the direction of an ex-British Amy Sergeant
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named YecMahon, good progress was made in drilling and training.

Parades were held on three nights of the week and on Sundays Mass

varades and marches were carried out. An election of Company
| offdicers was held. 1y first rank was that of s section commander,
| Tater T was elected one of the Company's lieutenants, Mr. Matthew
Keatine, M.P. for South County Hilkemmy, presented a rifle for which

a shooting competition was held and presented the rifle to the

winner,

On Faster Sunday of 1915 we travelled te Dublin and tock part
in the review of National K Volunteers in the Phoenix Park. The split
in the Voluntser movement had then taken place and, as we marched
along the Sou!.h uaye, we Baw Irish Volunteors marching on the
opnosite side. Tt was probébly for most of us our first time to sees

an “rish Yolunteer contingent and we wondered which side had taken

the proper course.

On a Sunday, about two montha later, a parade of National

Voluntee:}:,"-mnies which we attended was held in a field at Ballybur

the late Feter N'Loughry of Kilkenny, Father Delahunty was atill at
that stage a supporter of the Redmordte policy, whilist D'Loughry,
who was an I.%.R. man, espoused the 3inn Féin and Irish Volunteer
cause. Needless to remark they expresased confiicting views but the

peneral assembly of Volunteers were not asked to take any decision,

That parade at Ballybuf was the beginning of the end of the
Fational Volunteers in this area. Father Delahunty's ardour for
-the movement cocled off, the parades ceased to be held and the
organisation was kept alive in a half-hearted way until 1914 by
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During Faster Week of 1916, when the news of the
Tnsurrection in Mblin had trickied through, Father Delahunty
¢alled a meeting which was held in the Cencert Hall in Callan.

He seid that his only recret wan that he was not with the
Volunteers who wers fighting in Thhlin, and I may say thut he was

exnresging the views of all of us who were Jistening to him,

When the Trish Volunteers were reorganised in 1917, T joined

and wes elected lat Lieutenant of a Company which was formed in
Rallycloven, Thomas fleeson, the Company Captain, left this

district soon afterwards and I then became O/C. of the Company
with Patrick Cody and Fdmond PByrne as the other Company officers.
There was little activity at that time with the exception of

organisation work and secret parades for drill and training.

Murine the Conseription crisis period in 1918, the parades
and trainine were carried ocut openly and our small supply of arms
was sugmented by shot cuns for which we raided hostile houses.
T remember being sadly disaponointed when we ralded Major Poe's
raesidence at Harleypark, Ve exmpacted to get quite a haul of armo
there but found only a cliv of rifle ammnition, a few shot gun:

cartridees and a cartridpe filtler, He had handed sver his arms

for safe Veeping to the British Military in Clonmel a few days

previously.

Ahout, September of 1918, the 7th Battalion, FKilkermy Bripgade,
was formed. It at first embraced nine Companies - those of
Coolegh, Tunecargin, Huggirstown, Ahenure, Kilmanagh, Ballymack,
Callan, ullinahone (Co. Tivperary) and cur Company at Ballycloven.

James Roughan of Ahenure was elected Battalion Cemmandant and
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tohn J. Dunne was elected Vice=Commandant. At a subsequent

reorranisation the Dunamapgin and Hugginstown Companies were
tranaferred to the &th Ba.t;t.slion. ¥hilat he held no official
rank, Pather Delahunty might also be described as a Battalion
Afficer, Ip to the time of his arrest at the end of 1920 ho was
familiar with and was consulted about Volunteer activities. He
attended Rattalion Council meetings, was & well known speaker an

Sirm Péin vnlatforms and was in the confidence of Simn Fdin and

Volunteer leaders,

I should hsve mentioned that in 1915 about twenty-five
Martini rifles had 1_:-Ben received in Callan for the use of the
National Volunteers, -Turing the intervening years they were
held in 0allan by perhaps either Father Dalahunty or Jokm J. Durme.

Subsaquent to the forration of the Baitalion they were distributed

. amonest the Companies and my Company in Ballycloven received either

eight or nine of them,

Tt is Aifficult now,after such a lapse of time, to recall all
the incidents of that period. Beyond the usual work of Volunteer
Companies of the time I cammot recall any incident worth recording

with which T was associated during the year of 1919.

When the feneral Nrder was received for the destruction on
Faster Saturday night of 1920 of all evacuated R.I.C. bnrra;zka s I
was allottsd the t;ask of destroying Kilmanagh barracks. I went
thare with four Volunteers, forced sn entrance into the barracks,
sprinkled the stairs and woodwork with paraffin o!:} and set it on
fire. The fire, however, burned itself out after we had left

without doing mueh damape to the barracks. I discusseéed the matter
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with Jim Rouphan, John J. Nurme and Father Nelahunty and got

some pelipgrite from them. Two wueks later I mobllised twenty

men for the jab, We broke in the rdoi’_, heapsd up the furniture

and set 1t on fire and blew out the walls with charges of

pelignite,

The next incident was in connection with the attéck on Irangan

R.I.C., barracks which took place on 4th June, 1920. On that day

T received a dispatch to report with another officer at Cahill's of
Thefe was a good number of
Jim Roughan,

fanpahenry at 9 p.m, that night.
Voluntears assemblad at Cahill's when I qot there,.
the Nattalion Commandant, anncunced that the South Tipperary Brigade

ware to attack Prangan barracks that night. He, himself, and eix

riflemen from the Ahemure Company were going to Nrangan to assist

1in the attack. The trouble ther was that we all wanted to go to

Mrancan, He detalled me to take charpe of a party of men to bloclk

the Jamestcwn-Mullinahome road and to continue blocidng the road
Other partien with simtlar instructions were
By the time we had commandesred

until daybreak,

detailed to block other roads,
cross—cut eaws and hatchets, and felled trees at various points on
the road 1t was well after daylight.. and we returnsd home. During
the-niq?.zt woe heard the explosions in Drangan and saw the verey
1¥#ehts which the police were sending up, but it was not until noom
cin the following day that T wot the newns of the success of the
attack., From then uﬁt.ﬂ the Truce in .July 1921, road blocking and
road trenching was a continuous feature -of c.mr activities.

Tn October 1920, with a party of about 25 or 20 selected men

drawn -from the Aherure, Mallinahone, Callan and Ballycloven

Companies, T occupied an ambush position on the Idsmolin-Mul14rahone

road sbout 13 miles fram Mullinahcne. This was to be a joint



operation and was planned in co-operation with Nenis Sadlier,
Vice-Commandant of the 7th Pattallion, 3rd Tipperary Brigade.

The 4dea was that Szdlier was to arrange for the burning of hay

én a farm then occupled by a man named Boyle. Boyle was what

we called an "emersency” man. He occupied a holding from which

the former owrars were evicted and he was recelving police

_protection. Tt was expected that following the burming of the

hay, BAritish military from either Mullinahone or Killepaule
would po out to Boyle's place to investigate. If they weiit Trom

Mllinahone we were o attack them and 1f they went from

Killenaula, Sadlier, with men from his Battalion, would amuush

them at Horan's Crosa on the Prospect road,

e were in pozition from about 8 a.m. until 1 or 2 p.m.
when one of Nenis fadlier's brothers arrived with the news that
a cycle party of about fourteen British soldiers had left
Killenaule but, unexoectedly, had taken the Vilford road.
asked us to ro to Wilford, which was. about three miles away, in
the hopa that we wonld be in time to ambush the militax-} there.

On reaching Wilford we were informed that the military had passed
This was clearly evident for the
There was

He

about fifteen minutes before.
tracks of thelr bicycles were still fresh on the road.

then nothing further that we could do only to disperse and get

back to our homen,

In Mecember, 1920, follewling the arrest of Ernie O'Halley
near Inistlogue, there was widespread activity and ralds by the

British forces. In this area 1t led to the capture, amongst
others, of Jim Qoughan (the Yattalion Commandant), Jolm J. Dunne
{Rattalion Vice-Tommandant), Michael Shelly of Callen (Simm Féin

T.N. for Sonth Kitkenny, ard, I think it was at that time too,

that Tather ‘-Wela‘huntv was arrested.



On the following falr day in Callan, which was the a’_econd
Yadnesday in Necember, 1920, I met same of the officers of tke
other Companiea. We had a prellminary talk aboﬁi. carrying out
an ambush and arranged to meet again that night at Paddy Ryan's
house at Kyleadora, commonly lmown as'Ryans of ths Wood. 1 . Pour

Companies vere represented at the meeting in Byan's, those present

being Tamon Alyward an? Paddy Fyan of the Ahenure Company,
4. : ,
Pat Fpan, James Raleiph end Wed wof the Mullinahone Company,

Jirmy Leahy of the Coolagh Conpany end Patrick Coady and waalr

from the Ballycloven tompamy. lLorries of British troops or police

thenA frequently passed along the wain Clermel-Kilkenny road and we

dscided to mobilise the Cowpanies under arms for the morning of

Yonday 20th NDecember, 1920, at a point about 300 yards from the

villare of Yine Wile House. There was an excellent ambush positioen

there where the road from Kilkenny to Clonmel turns sherply to the
right and then, abont L0 or 5N yards further on, twurn= sharply to
the laft hefore -ent.erimx the village of MNine Mile House. The road
from Yullinahone to Fine Mile House Joins the main road at the

latter sharp bend. There was ample cover along the steep slopes

on the left-hand side of the road and & perfect view of the
countryside,

Armed with a mdscellaneocus collection of weapons, shot guns,
rifles and revolvers, over eighty men assembled -at the ambush
poaition about 7 a.m. on the morning 'Ar the 20th, I had a Service
rifle which Father Delahunty had broupht from Dublin and given to
me scmatims before his arrest. Ammunition was our bigrest worry,
as a check~up re.w“realed that there was scareely ten rounds per man,
Pat Egan, Captain of the Mullinahone Company, was selected to take

charne, He was as»isted by Famon Alyward and Jimmy Leahy.
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By R a.m, final instructions had been 1ssved and all men

had taken up their positions. T was placed in charge of a party

of fourteen or fifteen men from the Kilmanagh and Ballycloven

Companies on the left flank of the vositlon. As a precaution to

vrevent informetion reaching the military in Callan, road blocks

were not erected.

The day wore on with no sisn of anv lorries of British forces,
hut about 2 p,m. we saw 2 cycle patrol of fourteen British troops

and two R.T.C. men coming along the Mullinshone road, They
diemounted from their bicycles and slowly pushed them up the steep
inciine towards the main road. It looked as 1f they were going
to he sitting ducke when thev entered the ambush position.

“nforttma_tély, at that stage, one of our men fired an accidsntal

shot. The two R.I.C. men who were at the rear of the patrol

turnad and cycled back towards Fullinahone. The soldiers Aiscarded

thelr bicvcles and ran back down the road. Ve opened rifle fire

on them at 3N vards ranee btut without effect, The soldiera lert

the road, mt- cover in a hoe and from there had an exchanpe of fire

with us at a ranre which I eave as Y00 yards. One soldier was

wounded in this latter exchanpe. The engagement was broken off

almost immediately afterwards, our only booty being the soldiers!

ricycles,

On being dismissed the men separated to go to their om areas,
With about thirty men I retreated cross-country to Garryricken and
Trenchmore and afterwards crossed the Kilkermy-Clonmel road at a
voint shout two miles from Callan. There was no sign of British
forces on the road when I reconnoitred it but they arrived on cycles

from Callan within minutes of our crossing. Ve had not gone more
than 20N yards from the road when two of our men, Paddy Ryan and
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a chap named ¥aher, who was cycling from Nine Mile House on two
of the captured bicycles, came into conflict with the military.

Shots wera exchanged in which Ryan shot one of the scldiers, a

Private Seuid, through the head. TLeaving thelr hicycles on the

roadside, Ryan and Maher crossed the fence and, under fire from

the mlitary, made good their escape. It was dark at that time

and we, asauming that the fire was directed at us, tcok cover for

some time. It was only later that we got the details. British

forces were by that time concentrating into the area and firing

was roing on all over the com_\tryaide. It was particularly heavy

in the Mallinahone direction but that, as I again learned later,
wag due to indiscriminate firing by British troops who had run

amok,

Another party of British forces arrived from the Callan
direction and, mistalding the troops who had pursued Fyan and Maher
tor I.R.A. men, opened fire on them. The mistake was mutual and

the fire was roturned with the result that a Constable Walsh of

the R.I.C. was shot dead. As I have sald, it was dark when all

tris was going on and we had no idea at the time of what exactly
was haniening but ¥ would say that the confusion amongst the British
forces was a big factor in enabling vs to reach our homes safely.
That night and o the following day Awxiliarles, Black and Tans,

and troops concentrated into the area arcwnd Nime ¥lle House,

Theare were widespread raids and searches. ‘They terrorised the

inhabitants of the village, burned stacks of hay at farmhouses

and wrecked 0'Sullivan’s licensed promises, On 23rd December,

the day of Constable ¥alsh's funeral, the British Authorities

ordered all houses in Callnn. to close. One womsn, a Mrs. iyen,
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in whose licensed premises the pollce were in the habit of drinidng,
opanad heor hall-door to look at the funeral as it passed. She was
irmediately fired wpom by oit.har the troops or the Black and Tand,

and died within a few minutes from Ler wounds.

As T have said the n;;ttalion Officers were arrested in
Necevher, 1921. Ahout the first week in Jamwary, 1921, a dispatch
was received by Patrick Torpey in Callan requesting tho attendance

of twn represontatives from the 7th Batialion at & Brigade Council

meetinz in Kilkenny that nisht. Torpey and I went. The meeting

wns held in Tom Butler's howse in Parliament Street, and Ceorge
0'Mvyer, then newly appointed Frigade 0/C., presided. Also present
was an oreaniser from C.P.Q. named Patrick Medlar. The

ropregentatives of each Battalion gave a verbal report to the

orpaniser of the position in thelr areas., I was aquestioned about

the Wine Mile Youse incident and -asked to know who aut.hor:lse.d it.

T explaine? the position, that, aftar the arrest of Roughan and the
others, we had no Ratialion Staff and that the Company Officers took
the reasporsibility on themselves to carry it out. The organiser
ther asked Torvey ant wyself to arrange a meeting of the Company

Officers for the followinz night and that he wounld attend 1it.

Mue to the fact that Tornoy and T had to remain overnight in_
Kilkenny and that scme of the Company Officers were 'on the run' ’
1t was impossible, -in the short time at our dispesal, to arrange a
mll'l. meetine, Those whom we did contact mot tl;e organiser at

Cahi1l’s ef Cappahenry. Modlar zould not watt until a more

reyresentative meeting was held. He sald he was going back to Dublin

and irsisted that before he left that n:l-uht wa would have to elect a .
Commandant an? Vice~Commandant. Jirmy Leaty of the Coclagh Company

{now of Poulanacapple) was then electad Cormandant and I was
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eloctad Vice-Comwmndant. He left it to us to appoint two
suitable men as Adlutant and Quartermaster. I am & bit doubtful
about who was appointed Battalion Adjutant. It may have been
Mck Pellard of Callan who held the post for a brief period and
waa sncceeded, also for a brief perdod, by Joseph VWalsh of
Millinghone. Thomas Yeagher of Callan was det‘inibely appointed
idfntant vhen he returned from serving a prison sentence about

Harch of 1971 and he held that rank up teo and after the Truce.

We had no heaitation in avpointing Famon Alyward as RBattalion

Mugrtermaster., Ye was one of those men whom we had been unable
to contact in 4ime for the meeting at Cahill's of Cappahenry and,
had he been present, I imapine he would have besn & unanimous

choice for Battalion Commandant.

About that time too - January, 1921 - the Battalion Active
Cervice Unit came Into being. It was organised from men 'on the
rm' and its earliest members included Jinmy Leahy, Famon Alyward,

Paddv “yan, Faddy Tutteral, James McKerna and Sedn Quimn.

Several attemnts were made cbout that period to ambush a
natrol of R.I.C. which, as a rule, patrolled tha?«iﬁfg—ﬁ the
barracks to the Convent wall every night, The most sultabla .
position to attack them was from the fonvent grounds and on at
1east four nights"fw%'-t;) five or six men irom the Company, I occupied
the position theres the patrol always turned back. from Bridge
Street. ©On another nicht when I wont to the same position I
foumd the A.5.T. there awalting the same patrol, Sedn Hayes,
from the 3rd M™Moperary Bricade, was with the A.5,U. that night.
After a while a scout came along with the news that the patrol had

left the har:racks. Arain they only came as far as the bhridge.
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Me monber of the patrol, a Sergeant Casey, came on to the

bridge for & few minutes and had a look round. Ye could easily
have ghot him but refrained from doing oo as we were hoping that
the full patrol wonld cross the bridge and advance into the ambush
position. Tt was evident that the police were being tipped off
whanever wa occupiod the position, but the source of their

information remained a mystery.

On Saturday morning, 12th February, 1921, I received a
despatch from Jimny leahy (Battalion Cenmandant)}, instructing me
to block the roads on ths following night as he intended to carry
out an attack on the bamck;a in Callan. ‘ That Saturday afternoon
T had a visit from the Parish Priest. "that.!'s this", he saild,

"T hear youself and Leahy intend to do tomorrow night”, Needless
to remark, I gave him no information, and he went on to glve me a
lot of advice, saying things were bad enough without making them
worse, that the military ani police would wreck the town if
anything happened and so cn. How that good man got his information
T do not Ymow but it was another inatance of the difficulty of

keepdng our intentions secret.

On Sunday morning I mst Leshy and told him of the Parish
Prieost's visit. He confirmed that ho would go ahead with the
attack which, by the way, was only to be a heavy sniping atﬁck
from four or five different points, The etrength of the garrisom
{both mlitary and police) and the fortified state of .the barrackse
ruled out anything in the nature of a seria;m effort to éapturo it.
After blocldng the roads, as requasted by lasahy, I learncd that two
lorries of RBritish Forces had passed through Ballyline goling
tovards Tullaroan. T assumed they wounld return later by the same
route and, instead of taking the men into caum to asaist leaky,
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I ocoupled an ambush position at Tingarden. Ve were sadly
disappointed for the lorries returmed to Ballykeeps. From our
position we could hear the firing going on in Callan and could

see the verey liphts sent up by the garrisen.

On the 12th March, 1921, the A.S.U. had a successful encounter
!dtth military and pol‘.lcq at .'."varryrioken House, and on 13th April,
1921, carried out a successful ambush of two lorries of military
at Kilbride. As I was not present at either of these engagements
T am unable to give any flirst-hand information about them. On a
Sunday night about one week after the Kilbride ambush I reported
for duty with the A.5.U. which I met at 'Ryan's of the Wood'.
Tgmen Alyward was then in charge as Jimnyy Leahy was 111. Alyward
was also acting in charpe of the Battalion and had set up a

Battalion FHeadguarters at Martin's of Ballylarkin,

The strenpmth of the A.S.U. when I joined it was twelve men.
Ve were Joined sowe days later by two more men from t.he Coolagh
f‘ompa'ny and then moved off to Kilhoganfiy. '~ At Springfield on the
Filmoganny~Pilt.own road we lag in ambush for a police patrol which .
was qrpecﬁ_d to come ocut from Pt_lﬁmm but, :dtrent wesuld, a5 the
Patrol did not come. We then went on to Clogga, Mooncoin, and
Kilmacorr, with the intention of attacking the R.I.C. barracks in
the latter place, This intent.i.‘on had to be abandonet'! for, to our
surprise, the local Companies were not prepared to co-oporate.
Lator 1t transoired that there wes a remscn for this. They were
then planning and preparineg for an attack on an R.I.C. patrol - a
}ob tvhich they subsequently puccessfully carried out - and which
they wvere jealous to do then;selma and they feared that any prior
activity in the area would spcil their plans. The Colmg::}il.ag;t)

roturned to Kilbricken.



4.

On the iritation of a Company Officer, Buddy Kalsh, the
Colu=n next moved to the Flddown district with the intention of

_ambushing & patrol of eight or nine R.I.C. men who were regularli
‘seen on the Tiddown-Piltowm road. Ye were joined by about twenty

men from the local, Ath Battalion, and at about & a.m. on a
Saturday morning v cccupled a farmmhouse - Daoley's of Peet¢h Farm,
This house was situated on the roadeide about 250 yards from the
Rarracks in Plddown from where the patrol was expected to come.
Jinmy Leahy was then back with the Colum and himself and Alyward
wore in charge. Seouts and ocutpaste were put out and ve made
lcop-holes in the walle and laurel hedges from be‘hind wvhich we
proposed to launch the attack.

Avout 9 or 9.30 a.m, we ;a\r sn Awrdliary R.I.C. man pass in
company with a eirl. - fe returned alone st-lort.ly aftorvards on his
way baclk to the barracks and we took him prisoner and interrogated
him. Ho peomod a decent type of and hie ptory wms an
interesting ane. Fe sald his nama was Caragan and that his wife
and two children were living in Fngland. He himpelf was an
Fnplistman. He showed us his medals and sald he had served for
ten years, including the war years, in the Britich Aroty. On his
discharge he was awarded a pension of twelve shilling per week. He
had applied repularly in Fngland for employment, but esch time wms
told at the Labour Exchange to go and join the Irish police where
he would be paid £1. per day for hie services. This he eventually
444 and wos posted to Woodstock, Inistiogue. He told us that he
prew to detest 1ife with the Auxiliaries in Woodstock and had
tendered his resismation which was not accepted, but instead he was
transferred to Fiddewn. He guessed that we were wmaiting for the

patrol and he asked to give the polices an oprortunity to surrender,'
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which he wap sure they would do. We placed him wunder guard

in the haybarn. He was unarmed vhen we captured him,

Ao there was no sign of the patrol coming we evacuated
Dooley's about 3 or 4 p.m. and moved off tmrda Hullinbeg,
brineing the Auriliary with us., When passing through Bessborough
Nemssne, . what at first looked to us to be sheep turned ocut to be
British soldiers. They were lying down in extended formation on
8 helght and when we saw them, they were about 200 or 300 yards
awvay. The Awrlliary saw them about the same time and stoed ocut
on the path saving, "They won't fire when they see my uniform".
Then came & voiloy fron Lewis michine puns followed by rifie

- grenades and the last we saw of the fuxiliary wes vhen he throw
- .himself into cover. Fortunately for us, the military firing from

a helght had not got the correct range, -and their fire clipped
twlgs and leaves from the trees over our heads. Va had been taken
by surprise but got reasonably good cover along the banks of a
stream from where we replied with rifle fire to the fire from the
zilitary. Using the banke of the stream for cover, we moved away
in groups of twos and threes, reached and cross the demesne wmll
and, erossing the road, got up into the hills near Templeorum,
From therse we could seo military lorries and armoured cars
patrolling the roads and tho demesne itself was ssarming with
soldiere, Tt wae evident that they thought we were etill within
its confines, Tt was evident too that they had got informatien
about our presence at Nooley's farmhouse. They had coma out from

thres pointe, from Carrick-on-Suir, from Clonmel and frem
Waterford. .

from Templeomm we moved off to ¥ullinbeg and Kilmoganny
where we epant that night and then returped to the Callan area.
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On, I think, the followlrg Sunday night the Column moved of?
by Poulanacapple, and Nine Mils House towards Orangemockler. A%
fahill's of Templemichael we learnt that Sedn Hogan's Column of
the 3rd Tipperary Brigade had sniped Glenbower barracks that
evening and had then moved into County Kilkenny going towards
Kilmopanmy. Ve went on tn Dangarﬁm near Dunmamaggin vhere we
mot Hogar; and hig Column,., Pat Walsh of Dhmamaggin, vho was just
hoﬁe from serving a prison sentence, joined our Column there,
Taton Alyward was then in charéo of our Column and himself and
Hogan agreed to join forces for the. time being. The jJoint Columns
moved off next day and billeted that night at Newtown near Kells,

On the follewing morning we inspacted an ambush position on
the Kalls-Callan road. Alyward and I were keen to occupy the
positien but Hogan would not anprove. He wanted to go to
Kilmanapgh and he also proposed attacking the military and police
barracks in Urlingford on his way back to County Tipperary. Ve
amreed to continue on with him., 7The irony of this incident was
that a single lorry of police and mﬂitary-, who were out serving

sunrons, passed by the proposed ambush site during the day.

Yo marched to Kilmanagh thst ni-ght and occupded the village
at &6 a.m. next morning. Ve occupied every house in the village
and no one was vormitted to leave, IAnyone who entered during the
day, such as farmers coming with milk to the creamery, vere made
vrisoners, Hogan's colum occupled the creamery and the lower
.end of ths villape whilst cur column occupied the upper portion,
My position was with six riflemen in a corner house covering the
anproach of the Callan Road., ‘The Post Office was occupied by
Tom Looby and another member of Hogan's colwmn. ‘The local Company
had been mobilised and supported both columns., '
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At 10 a.m., Tom Lochy 'phoned from the Post Office to the
military in Callan telling them that the Post Office in Kilmanagh
had heen ralded by arwod men, It was hopad by this ruse to bring

‘ one or two lorries of military and police out to investigate.

The ruse failed and about 5 or & p.m. it was decided to evacuate
the villape, The local) Company were dismissed and the two Columme
moved off to Oldtewn. Hogan, Alyward, and Paddy Ryan drove in a
car to the village of Tullarcam which T believe they had to leave
immediately, for enemy forces were assembling and lorries of trecps
had passed throush the village. The orders were for both (olums to
zo to 9im ¥alton's place at Raimeen mnd, as the Tipperary men vere
strangers to the area, we acted an their guides. ¥hen about one
mls from Raimeen the Timperary men halted at a group of farmhoubes
where they deecided to remain, Tt will be appreclated that by this
time we wvore all pretty well exhausted for we had no rest for the

previous 36 hours,

HWith thirteen mewbers of our own Columm XY continned on to
Raimeen vhare we were met by ons of Sedn Hayes' brothers who was
a8 teachor in Tullarocan. Tt was then about 9 p.m, Hayes teld
ug that the military and police ware assembline in great forcs.
This was not exactly news t.o us because for somo time wo had been
listening to the hum of lorries on the roads and we had seen soldiere
apparently scouts, on the hille, Hayes was critical of the way
things were being handled and particularly so of Hogan for driving
around the roade in a car, On his advice we took cover in s grove
at the back of Valton's place untl)l derimess set in and then we
moved off to a rlace called Coldenfield. This was almost ret.raeiné
our tracks but keeping east of Kilmnagh. It was, however, good

tactice for it was clear that the enemy forces were encireling the
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area into which the Colurms had retreated.

Wo reached foldenfield without incident and got billets
there, Durine the night T discussed the position with an
exporienced soldier and member of the Column named Kelly. We
concluded ?‘,hat after a brief rest we would be able to get the
Coltﬁm safely btack via Desart to the Callan area. During t;ha .
early hours of the morning a scout arrived Qith a despatch teﬁJn& .
me to bring the Column to Houlthan's of Caulstown at 4 a.m. This
instruction amazed mo and left me in a quandary. To go to Gaulstown
meant going back into the area which the British forces had, or
were surrounding, which T personally considered would be ahear-
madness and Kelly, whom T consulted, agreed with me, On the other

hand, verhaps the despatch was written before Hogan and Alyward

'were aware of the seriousness of the position, I assembled the

Columm and explained the position to them, telling them that they

" were free to act as they themselves decided, but that I did not

intend to ohey the order. . Some of them decided to go to Gaulstown
and left with the s'cout who fh_ad brourht the despatch. Kelly and

T returned to the Callan area via Desart as we had plarmed. I
carmnot, therefore, glve an pye-:_witnéas account of the fight at Tubrid
vhere parties of hotl-‘n Columms wera surrouvnded by the British forces

and in which Sedn Muimn and Pat Valsh (who I mentioned as having

" joined the Colum at."nangﬁnmore ‘a few days previcusly) were killed,

T4imanagh was occupied on 13th Vay, 1921 and the fight at Tubrdd
took place next day, 14°h May, 1921.

Kelly and I rejoined Alyward and the remainder of the Columm
a few days later at Ballylaridn. The officers of the Kilmsnagh
fommany produced sworn evidence that a British ex-soldier named

Michael Keefe had gnided the Rritish forces during the round-up
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following the occupation of Kilmanagh, Keefe's friend, another
ex=soldior nanied Vartin Darmody, was also involwved. I had
experience of Narmody during the day we were in Kilmanagh. He was
very troublesoms, threatening our men what he would not have done

to them, and we had to lock him up in a pig-house. Alyward was
definitely satiafied with the eﬁdance and 1t was decided to exscute
both men. Two mombers of the Column were detailed for the task and,
accompanied by two members of the Kilmanagh Company, they took Eeefe
and Narmody prisoners and brought them to a sandpit at Barrack

where the exscuvtions were carried out.

Shortly afterwards we had a visit from Emie O'Halley vho was

. then '0/C. of the 2nd Scuthérn Mvision. He was accompanied by

fion Yolongy of Tipperary. Alyward and I represented the Battalion
at a Aricade Council meeting which was held at Teshan's of Shipton
and at which O'Malley presided. Me heard reports from all the
Battalions and appearsd to be more éoncemed about organisation than
about activitles., He was critical of Battalion officers who moved
away from their areas with Columms, sayﬁ,né that at least two battalion
officers should always be present at the Battalion Headquarters so as
to ensure prompt attention to' correspondence and despatches. He
harped on the necessity for repgular and frequent Battslion Council
meetings. He criticised cur intelllpence service. Ve should, he
sald, have up-to-date and genuine information. It was not easy to
gao how the latter could bs got in our area, for we had no contacts

within the enemy ranks.

Thare were twb or three further attempts to lure the police and
rilitary in Callan into ambush positions but without success.

Road trenching vas carrded out within earshot of the barracks but
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that too failed to draw therm ocut. Seeing that they would not coms

out, James Kelly, Patrick Dowmey and I went into the towm on the
evening of 3rd Juns, 1921, with the iutention of firing on any

policemen we wight find out of barracks. As we went up Bridge

Street T noticed two onetables named Butler and Cooke coming along

s.0me distanée bebind us. e turned around the com-.r of HWest

fitreet end walted for them, “he policemem made an effort to draw
their revolvers as thoy passed the junction of both streets and at

the came moment we opened fire on them. Cooke fall seriously
womded tut Futler ran and got safely hack to the barracks., Later

we laarmed that two R.I.C. men were paying attentions to two maids
in a house at Nesart and went there frequently to vieit them. Ve

vatched the house for four or five nights but the R.I.C. men falled
to show up. Ve concluded that they had been tipped off to keep away

from the house as, at that time, there wore people who, while having
no sympathy with the enemy forces, were in daily dread of the
reprisals vhich would follow the shooting of an R.1.GC. man or two,

Shortly hofore the Truce a mysterious body of armed men in

civilian clothes billeted for a fow days at Mountgale, Ve assumed,
and I belleve rightly so, that ther were enemy forces from Kilkenny

poaing as an 1.M,A. Colurm. ‘e arreated and interrogated a man

named C'Meara vho had hbeen seen with them. O'Meara
was unable to give us mch information.

He told us that they gave him drink and cigarettes but, as far as wo
cou)d ascerfain from him, they had not questiomed him in any way.
Ho warned C'Mears to keep away from them but tho warning was scarcely

necassary for the mon disappeared as mysterlously as they arrived.

On the evenling of 9th July, 1921, there was g brief axchange of

shote with two lorries of military at Priars Quarry on the Callan-
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Eilkenmy road. The mail car had been held up earlier in

the day and the mails taken, With five members of the Column
and five or six members of the Callan Cozpany I walted for
some time in the nosition at Priars Quarry in the hope that a
police patrol would come out to investigate. The two lorries
of military came along and the £allan men opemed fire on thenm,
There wore no casualties on either eide and, as far as I am
avare, these vere the last shots exchanged with enemy forces

in the Pattalion area prior to the Truce which toock place two

days later,

The first Commndant of the 7th Battalion wms James Roughan
of Ahenmure who held that rank until his z.irresf. in December 1920.
He was succeeded by James lLeahy of Coolagh {now of Poulanacapple)
who fell sericusly 11l in April 1921, ard Patrick Egan of
¥ullinshene acted as Battalion O/C. for a brief peried prior
to his arrest and intemmment in June 1921. The late Joim J,
Turne of Callan was the Battalion Vice~-Commandant from its
formation until his arrest in December 1920 whan I was elected

to succaed him,

The Battalion staff dn 1lth July, 1921, wore i-
RPattalion Cou;.mandant - F.ﬁnm Alyward,
Battalion Vice-Commandant ~ (3elf) Tdward Eallay.
Rattalion Adjutant - Thomas Hoagher.
Fattalion Quartermaster - Patrick J. Downey .

T™he sevon Compznies which compriced the Battalion and the

c oms ) were. ‘ . e e wem A P e T AL — T
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Company Aren. g o/c.
"A" Compary,  Ccolagh James Cody.
"B" Company, #ullinghone Patrick Egan. )
later Jams O!Brien. )
"gn Company, Ahenure tdchael Noolan.
"D¥ Company, Banyclmn {1st} Thomas Gleeson.
: : {2n1) Tdward Halley (self).
then Patrick Cody.
"E" Company, Kilmanagh Patriock Duggan.
"F" Company, = Ballymack James Mng. )
"G Company, - Callan {1st) Patrick Punchion
later John F. Downey.
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