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I was born at my present address in-Februar;'1898.

My parénts were farmers. I was educated at Castlelack National
School and Bandon Technical School ﬁntil I was_a?out 16 years
of age when 1 left to work on the home farm. ‘

I Joined Kilpatrick Company of the Irish Vélunteers
when it was first organised towards the end of 1913. The
strength of the uﬁit was about a dozen. Some of thg‘founder
membeTs were: Bob Walsh, John Ipordan, Michael ﬁordan, Dan
Lordan, Jerh. Healy, Wm. Coveney, John aniffe,FWilliam
McDonnell, John and Michael Doyle, Jamengoyle QWitmess).

Bob Walsh was elected to take charge of the uniﬁ. The unit

|
was attached to Cork Brigade.

The only type oflfraining carried on by us!was close
order foot drill. Training was usually carriediout at night ar
and on Sunday evenings in the fields in the are?.

There was no change in the s trength of the wnit until
about the spring of 1915, when the membership ihcreased to
about 20. Bob Walsh was still in charge. Thergxwas no
change in officers wntil after Easter Week 1916} The training
during 1915 and early 1916 included arms drill %ith wooden
guns. The only arms held by the unit prior to. 1916 consisted
of a few s hotguns and a number of croppy pikes.?

On Easter Sunday 1916, 12 men from Kilpatrick Company
went to Macroom. They assembled in Bandon abou& 9 a.m.
and marched with ther epresentatives of the oth?r units and
sections in the area to Macroom. The strength bf the |
combined force was in ﬁhe neighbourhood of 80.i Tom Hales was
in charge. When we r eached Macroom we met the representatives

from other areas in West Cork and Mid-Cork as ﬁell as a strong
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contingent from Cork city. All sections paraded under
' ) |

their own officers in the Square, Macroom. .The; parade was
addressed by Tomas MacCurtain (0/C. Cork Brigade, Irish
Volunteers) whose speech was of short durationj At the
conclusion of the address the officers of the éssembled units
‘held a consultation and the parade was dismisséd - all units
being instructed to return to their home areasland toawait
further instructions. The men from our unit (ﬁilpatrick)
reached home early on Easter Monday morning af?er marching
through the night. The parade was then dismisfed and we
weTe ordered to "stand to" and await orders. éll members
met regularly during Easter Week but no furthe% orders were
received. , i

As far as I can recollect, the names of séme of the
men who went to Macroom on Easter'Sundayvfere:E Mike Riordan,
Tim Riordan, John Doyle, Jerh. Healy and Jeromé O'Donovan.

During fhe first week in May 1916, the O/b. (Bob Walsh)
and Wm. McDonnell,{Castlelack, were arrested b}'a.raiding
party of military and R.I.C: They were remov%d to Cork
and later to Frongoch internment camp in Waleg, where they
were held for something over three months befére being
released. During this period the members of éhe unit
(Eilpatrick) continued to meet at intervals aéd the
Volunteer organisation in the area was kept iétact.
Following the general release of internees abéut Christmas
1916, there was increased interest in Volunteér activities
and a scheme of reorganisation was soon in prégress

1

throughout the area. |
|

The strength of Kilpatrick Company increése& to about
25 in the spring of 1917. The officers at this time were:
o/C. Denié Lordan; 1st Lieut. James Doyle (wiéness); 2nd
Lieut. Michael Riordan. ;
F
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Beyond normal training in close order:foot dﬁill and
occasional route marches, there was no activity in 1917.

The sfrength of the Volunteer organisation in theiBandon area
was, however; growing apace and units were being érganised in
neariy every parish. In view of the progress beiﬁg madé, it
was decided to organise the district on a battali%n basis
early in 1918. At this time, there were companieé of varying
strength in Bandon, Ballinadee, Kilbrittain, Kilpétrick,
Tinkers Cross, Newcestown, Crosspound, Innishannoﬁ, Gaggin and
Clogagh. These companies were organised as Bando# Battalion,
Cork Brigade. As far as I can recollect, the‘office:s of the
 pattalion were: 0/C. Tom Hales; Viee 0/C, Patri?k Dwyers
Adjutant Hugh Thornton; Q.M. (1 cannotlrecollectb.

When the threat of conscription loomed up inf the e arly
part of 1918 there was a large increase in member?hip - the
strength reaching about 50. There was no change!in the company
officers at this time. During this period all m%mbers of the
unit were engaged at one time or another in collécting all
availablearms not already held by Volunteers. About 25 shot-
guns, one Lee-Enfield rifle and one .22 rifle weJe collected
in these raids. The total armament of the Kilpaﬁrick Company
at this period consisted of about 30 shotguns together with

the two rifles mentioned above. ]

Five or six men from the company - I cannotjrecollect
their names - went to Waterford in Marech 1918 tofcarry out
protection duty for Sinn Fein supporters in a by#eléction in
which the candidates were: Dr. Vincent White (Siﬁn Féin) and
‘Major Willie Redmond (Irish Parliamentary Party)i The
Redmondite supporters were composed in a large pgrt of the
relatives of soldiers serving in the Britishe1rm& in Franca
and they were violently opposed td the Sinn Féinipolicy.c

Training as usual continued throughout 19IBi It was,
however, becoming more advanced. Occasionally aﬁ ﬁeekends,
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adjoining companies and sometimes the wholeibattalion
would assemble for manoeuvres in whiech the units?engaged
in skirmishing, moving across country umder covéfr and
suchlike activities. ' ‘

There was no activity in the area in connection with
the general -election in December 1918, as the Simn Fein
candidate was returned unopposed. However, about a dozen
men again went to Waterford city to engage in pr@tection
duty as on the occasion of the by-election in thélpreviogs
March. ' ' !

Early in 1919, Cork Brigade, which embracedgthewwhole
county, was divided into three brigades, as follows:

Cork City and Mid Cork (No. 1 Brigade); North Co%k (No. 2
Brigade) and West Cork (No. 3 Brigade)., Our batfalion (Bandon)
now became the 1st Battalion of Cork III Brigade. The
battalions in the brigade were: Bandon (1st), Cionakilty

(2nd) , Dunmanway (3rd), Smibbereen (&), Bantry ¢5th) and
Castletownbere (6th). The latter battalion was iater

(March 1920) divided into two - Castletownbere (éth) and

Schull (7th) battalions. The first officers of Cork III
Brigade were, I think: 0/C. Tom Hales; Vice O/Cl (Cannot
recollect); "Adjutant Liam Deasy; QM. Pat Harté.

Beyond this organisational change there wasino alteratioh
in the position and normal activities in traininé and parades
continued. - However, we were all becoming more aiive to the
military nature of our activities and every oppoftunity was
availed of to increase our store of information andarms.
With a view to increasing the efficiency of the Qrganisation
the brigade staff arranged to hold a training caﬁp at Glandore
in August 1919. As far as I ean recollect, our'éogpany
(Kilpatrick) was not represented at this camp. ;

There was increased training activity folloﬁing the eamp

|
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at Glandofe and all unitsvrere visited by one oribther of the
battalion officers who had undergone training thére. The
tralining schedule now became more.advanced and:selected men
from each unit were trained.as scouts, signallers{and engineers.
The occasional manoeuvres at weekends gave the néw trainees an
opportunity of putting the information gleaned in these courses
of training into practice. All such combined operations were
usually carried out under the supervision of one or other of
the battalion officers. BEvery aspect of training was being
intensified at this time ﬁith a view to preparing as many men
2&s possible for the engagements ﬁhich were in progpéct in the
early part of 1920. -

The first major activity in which I took part was an
attack on Farnivane R.I.C. barracks towards the epd of February
11920. Prior to the attack, a mesting to arrange ;f'orc-the
operation was held at Hurley's, lauragh, Bandon. . It was
attended by the battalion officers and the 0/Cs. Qf the
companies in Bandon Battalion which were situated?north of the
Bandon river (Kilpatrick, Crosspound, Tinkers Cross, Newecestown)
With Frank Burley (0/C. Tinkers Cross) and John Lordan (o/C.
Newcestown) I was deputed to select the assembly ﬁoiﬁt for the
units to take part in the attack. We selected thé poéition
and all units were duly notified. On the night of the attack
I led the men from Crosspound and Kilpatrick to tﬁe appointed
'spot which we reached about 11 p.m. Through some;unforeseen
circumstances, the men from Tinkers Cross and New&estown
assembled at a different point. After waiting_foﬁ about two
hours, having, in the meantime, got in touch with ?urley's,
lauragh, and ascertained that the others (Tinkers bross and
Newcestown) had proceeded towards Farnivane about 50 Do, ,

our party decided to withdraw.

We were withdrawing towards our home area whenh we made
|

contact with the men from Tinkers Cross. We were #ow within
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about two fields of the barracks. A shotgun was, at this
stage, discharged accidentally by some member of the combined
party. This put the garrison on the alert. Ho?wever, after
a short discussion, it was decided to go ahead with t he
attack. The combined party was now divided int|o sections
and took up positions around the barrack under. cover of the
wall °f,? farmyard at the r ear and behind a 1ow,bank and

hedge in front. Fire was opened onAthe building| by all

sections and a few bombs were thrown, but. ai‘terl an exchange
of fire lasting about 30 minutes all sect:lons w|ere withdrawn
as there was no prospect of capturing the building. The
strength of the attacking party was about 20. I was one
of & party of three who were in position at the{ front of the
building. Another member of this party was Jack Corkery.
Ve "ﬁere all armed with rifles. Tom Hales (Brig!ade O/C.)*was
in charge of this operatiori. * i
. | . o

On Sunday, 2nd May 1921, I was one of a party of seven
(two rifles and five shotguns) who took up an ax!nbush' position
to await a patrol of R.I.C. from Farnivane barz-acks.' The
five shotgun-men were in a position behind a roadside fence
at a ¢ rogsroads about 300 yards from the b’arrac]?: on the road
to Farnivene church. Armed with a rifle I took|up a position
behind a fenee about 100 yards from the enemy pr!>st so that
I could prevent any of the other occupants leav%.ng when they
heard the attack on the patrol. Dick Hurley, aléo armed with
a rifle, was in position behind the roadside fence between
crossroads and the church so tﬁat, should aﬁy of{‘ the patrol
get through the party of shotgun-men 2t the Crosés, he was in
a position to deal with them. We were all in po;sition about
8 a.me. although the patrol was not expected to bie operating .
until after 10 a.m. About 10.15 a.m. one member of the

|
garrison left the barrack. He passed by my position on the

way to the arossroads where he was fired on by the shotgun-men.

Fe Aoalhead atratrr eorem and m dele m omboocee - b & - om0 e



Dick Hurley whose rifie misfired. The R.I.C. man continued
his dash in the direction of the church while Dick Hurley
went on to the roadway to fire atihim, but all his ammunition
was ineffective. As the R.I.C. man had now madé good his
escape, we all withdrew to our home area. Somé?of the
shotgun-men were: Donal Mahoney and John Brien; '

Towards the end of July 1920, two men fromwmy éompany
(Kilpatrick) - Michael Doyle and John Coveney -!were detailed
. for protection duty at the home of Sean Buckleyl(Brigade I.0.).

A section of military made its appearance in the vicinity'
and our guard opened fire. The enemy suffered oﬁec:asualty -

lance Corporal Maddox - killed. Our men withdrew having no
casualties. 5

About ‘this time the Brigade 0/C. (Tom Hales) and Brigade
Q.M. (Pat Harte).were cabtured by the enemy. They were
replaced on the brigade staff by Charlie Hurley and Dick
Barrett respectively. Charlie Hurley, who had béen Vice 0/C.
Bandon Battalion, was now replaced by John Lordan (0/C.,
Newecestown Coy.) The officers of the Brigade ané Bandon

. Battalion now were: :
i

Brigads. C Bandon Battalion.
0/C., Charlie Hurley 0/C. Sean Hales.
V.0/C. Ted 0'Sullivan V.0'C, John lLordan
Adjit. Liam Deasy Adjt. Jim O'Mahomey
QM. Dick Barrett Q.M. Tadhg|Su111van

About this period it was customary for a miiitary cycle
' patrol to travel from Bandon via Innishannon and .Brinny back
to Bandon. About daybreak on 29th August 1920, an ambush
. party drawn from Kilbrittain, Timoleague, Crosspéund, Kilpatrir
Tinkers Cross and Gaggin Companies took up a position at both
sides of Brinny Bridge on the eastern side of th% road. Two
g
.men were placed in posit;on some distance west of the road to
deal with any members of the patrol who migh£ tage cover at
that side of the road during the engagement; shouﬁd it take
place. The strength of the ﬁérty was about 30, ailairmed -
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We were still in position about 3 p.m. When our men west

‘of the road were surpr}sed by an enemy oarty wh%ch opened fire
on them. These two men escaped and made contact with my
section on the eastern side of the road but norﬁh of the bridge
The party south of the bridge were next engagedlby the enemy
and in an exchange of fire Lieut. Tim Fitzgerald.was killed.

As it was now obvious that the enemy were awareéof our

position and were endeavouring to surround us, éll séctioﬁs
were withdrawn from the position without further casualties.
Sean Hales (Battalion 0/C.) and Tadhg Sullivan CBattalion Q.M.)
were in charge of this operation. Some of those who made up

the ambush party on this occasion weré: Frank Neville,

Paddy Leary (Crosspound Coy.), Con Lehane, Jim Hartnett,
(Timoleague Coy.), John Doyle, Michael Doyle, wm; Coveney,
Jim Doyle (witness - Kilpatrick Coy.), John She%‘(Tinkers
Crossj). The enemy force removed the body of Tiijitzgerald
to Bandon military barracks where it was claimedinext day by
his relatives. He was buried within 400 yards of this
enemy post with full military honours. |

Towards the end of September 1920, a trainiigc:amp for
representatives in Bandon Battalion from companigs north of
the Bandon river was set up at Ballymurphy. I a%tended this
camp as 0/C, Kilpatrick Company whichwas also r;presented
by John Crowley, lst Lieut. and Mike Riordan, 2nd Lisutenant.
The officers of the fbllowing companies also took part in
this camp: Crosspound, Tinkers Cross, Quarries bross,
Newcestown. The duration of the camp was one we%k during
which those in attendance underwent an intensivejcourse of
‘training in the care and use of arms, extended order drill,
the use of cover. There was also a series of 1eétures on
various subjects of a military nature. This camb at
Ballymurphy had been preceded by a camp run on similar lines

for the companies south of the Bandon which had been held at
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Clonbuig in Kilbrittain Company area. Tom Barry, who had only
recently been appointed brigade training'officer{ was in charge
of both camps. i

On completion of the training at Ballymurphy, all men
returned to their home areas, Towards the end of the first
week in October 1920, we were all mobilised againlapd, under
the new column 0/C. (Tom Barry), we moved into Dunmanway
battalion area where we took up ambush positions at Fanlobbus,
about three miles from bunmaﬁway on the Ballineen%road.
The strength of the column was about 40 men, representative of
all companies in Bandon Battalion. Tom Barry (coiumn 0/C.)
was in charge. Sean Hales (0/C. Bandon Battalion) and Liam
Deasy (Erigade Adjutant) were also present. Although wé
remained in the position all day, thefe was no apéearance by
the enemy. We withdrew from the position about hip.m. and
moved into billets in the district. I think that this
abortive operation took place on the first Thursday in October
1920. i

We remained in this area until Saturday evening when we
travelled back to Newcestown where we arrived between 9 and 10
pe.m. Sean Hales (0/C. Bandon Battalion) was in chﬁrge on the
return journey as the column 0/C. (Tom Barry) and Brigade Adjt.
(Liam Deasy) had moved off to seek further ambush Sites.
When we arrived in Newcestown we were billeted in %wo farmers!
houses (Corcoran's and Lordan's) for r efreshments. The 0/C,
(Sean Hales) and Battalion Adjutant (Jim O'Mahoney) went into
the village (Newcestown) where they went into a shép. They had
only done so when two lorry loads of British military drove
into the village and halted in the square. Some of the enemy
party entered the shop in which Sean Hales and JimiO'Mahohey
weTe but theywent away again without comment. Immediately the
" enemy rarty left the shop, Sean Hales and O'Mﬁhone& dashed back

~to Corcoran's where I was having tea with about a dozen others.
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Our party was mobilised immediately and word was%sent to
the section af lordan's to proceed to Newcestown; Our party
moved at the double back towards the village. Béfore we got
within half a mile of.the village we saw the ligﬂts of the
lorries approaching. We dashed across the roadsiﬁe fence behind
which we tobk cover. We were extended over a‘diskance of about
- 100 yards. When the leading lorry entered the ambush position
it was fired on by the men on the flank at which ?t entered.
It ran along for a short distance and collided with the fence
on our side of the road. It was now fired on by %he men in
the immediate vicinity at point blank range. Meanwhile, the
second lorry had halted outside the ambush position and I
moved in its direction under cover of the fence, }As I reached
the corner of the field in which the remainder of bur force
was operating, I heard the sound of people getting over the
fence from the roadway into the adjoining field. EI realised
immediately that they must be the occupants of thé second lorry
and I reported accordingly to the 0/C. (Sean Haleg) vho was
a short distance from me. On his instructioné, withdrew
with Con Sullivan (Innishannon) and Bob Fitzgerald to the rear
of our position until we were one field behind theimen on the
roadside fence. Having reached our new position wg listefied
for and heard the sound of enemy movements in the hexf field.
We opened fire in the direction of the sounds and the enemy
party replied. After an exchange of fire lasting ? few minutes
the enemy withdrew in the direction of the road. |

Our 0/C. (Sean Hales) now r eached our position and took
the three of us (Bob Fitzgerald, Con Sullivan and myself)
across the road about 200 yards on the Newcestown (west) side
of the ambush position. The lamps on the lorries én the road
were still‘lighting and it was impossible to see aﬁy of the
enemy in the surrounding darkness. Sean Hales now!instructed

Bob Fitzgerald to go into Newcestown to John Lordaﬁ for some
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bombs. As he had not returned in a short time I*%as sent after
hime On my way I met a local scout who informed‘ﬁe that Bob
Fitzgerald had gone into the village. I then retﬁrned with
the scout to my old position, but before I reacheh it, the
enemy lorries had driven off., It was ascertained later that
the enemy had suffered some casualties, one officer being
killed and several other ranks wounded. We had nb casualties.

When the enemy had retired, our party moved to Green Hill
in Newcestown area where we remained next day andﬁuntil early
on Moﬁday morning - the attack at Newcestown took;place on
Saturday night. We remained in the area as we expected the
enemy forces to return to the district forl'eprisgls. As they
had not put in an appearance by Monday morning, we moved before
daybreak to Crosspound area where'we'disbanded. A1l men now
returned to their home areas. E

On return to my home area (Kilpatrickj I car%ied out
normal training of my unit. The men were now becéming really
interested and were keen to learn how to handle tge rifle and
smallarms. I was engaged In this work until, I think, the
evening of 25th October 1920, when I received instructidns to
report to the column with two other men from nmy uﬁit. I
reported to the column 0/C. (Tom Barry) in Crossp@und area
on the evening of 25th October. I bas acpompanied by John .
Crowley (1st Lt. Kilpatrick Coy.) and my brother }ohn Doyle.
At Crosspound we found a number of men from other.companies
assembled. On the morning of 26th October 1920, we moved into
position at Toureen on the main Cork-Bandon road sbout 8 miles
from Bandon. We took up our poéitions about 6 a.ﬁ. The
strength of the column was about 30. All were arﬁed with rifles

The column was now divided into four sections. Two sectior
of about eight men each were allocated to flankiné positions |
east and west of the main position. I was a membér of the

section on the eastern flank'of which Liam Deasy was in charge.
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We were extended behind a fence gbout 150 yards %ast of the
main position ﬁhich'was at thé gate of Roberts! farmyard.

I was in position behind a fence about 60 yérds from the road.
The m&ln attacking party consisted of ten riflemén under the
column 0/C. (Tom Barry). The Briggde'O/C.(Charl%e Hurley)
with, I think, Peter Monahan, was placed about 60/70 yards
east of the main position. He was behind the roadside fence
in the garden éttached to the farmhouse directly;opposite the
spot where a mine had been laid in the road. This party was
to explode the mine under the leading lorry of tﬁeexpected
convoy. Sean Hales's flanking section to the weét'was
approximately 150 yards from the main position. ! _

The convoy which we were expecting was to bg composed of
two or three lorries. The leading lorry was to e allowed
to pass thfough the western flénk and by the maiﬁ body to be
dea1£ with by the mine. The secondllorry was to be attacked
by the main body under Tom Barry, while if there %as a third
10rfy, it would be the:responsibilit& of the section on the
western flank under Sean Hales. Our section on the eastern
flank was to deal with any enemy'force which broke through
the main positioﬁ, - .

The 1eéding lorry in the convoy of two drove:into the
ambush.position from the west about 8 a.m. It vas allowed to
pass on to the mine, but'this failed to explode a;d the lorry
passed on to our position rather unexpébtedly. Wé opened
fire on this lorfy but, in a matter of a minute o? two, it
had speeded out of range and dfiven hurriedly on fowards Cork.
The second lorry was fired on by the main:attaékihg party at
the gate of the farmyard. It crashed into the roadside fence
and, after an exchange of fire, the occupants surrendered.
The main party now collected thea rms and equipmeﬁtf’rom the

enemy prisoners and - all sections being called iﬁ - the lorry
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was set on fire. The booty consisted of some 12ior 1% rifles
with a large supply of ammunition. The enemy casualties were
one officer killed and several other ranks wounded. Our
casualties were nil. We now moved across country to Ballinadee
crossing the Bandon river at Kilmacsimon Quay before noon. We
remained in this area until next day. |

Within a day'or two whilewe were s till in t:hev.ljcinity
of Brandon, we moved into the town about 9 p.m. éo attack a

curfew patrol which patrolled the town during curfew hours.
We took up positions in various pargs of the town about 9.30
p.m. but, although we remained in our positions uptil close
on midnight, there was no appearance by the enemy. We now
returned to Kilbrittain area where we remained in billets
until next day when we were dismissed and returned to our
home areas. |

At this stage, my unit (Kilpatrick), as wellias all other
companies in the area, was engaged in intensive t?aining as
well as in the collection of the Arms Fund levy. :Therexnas a
considerable number of hostile r esidents in our a?ea and the
collection of the levy necessitated the s eizure oi stock from
them to the value of £450 at this period. .

On 1st December 1920, representatives from K#lpatriék,
Quarries Cross, Croéspound and Newcestown Companiés to the
number of about 30 took up ambush positions at Clashanimud,
on the old Cork-Bandon road, aboﬁt daybreak. ‘Liam Deasy
(Brigade Adjutant) was in charge. The party wgsa:rmed with -
14 or 15 with rifles and the remainder with shotguns.

We were in position behind the roadside fence andiin Quinn's
farmyard. We were extended over a distance of abaut 100 yards.
Although we remained in position throughout the déy, the |
expected enemy convoy did not put in an appearancé. We with-
drew to billets about 4 p.m. We occupied the samé position ihive
throughout next day, but Qur wait for the enemy“waé in vain,

1
I
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so we again retired to billets where we remained| next day
until about midday when we again moved into the éame ambush
site. We wefe about to withdraw as darkness set: in when we
heard the sound of lofries approaching. In a shbrt time
six lorries of Tans, R.I.C. and military passed through the
position. We immediately opened fire, but the convoy, which
was rather too strong for our party, passed on fﬁr sone
distance before halting. The occupants of the lérries now
left their transport and continued to fire indiscriminately
for about five minutes before boarding their 1o#ries and
driving off towards Bandon. We had no casualtieé but it was
later rumoured that several of the enemy had beeﬁ'wounded.
We now returned to our billets in Crowhill where:we were
dismissed and ordg%ed to return to our home areaé. The men .
from Kilpatrick who took part in this operation ﬁere: John
Doyle, Michael Doyle, John Crowley and James Doyie (witness).,
All were armed with rifles.

During the remainder of the year 1920, the main activities
in the area consisted of the cutting of enemy 1ines of
communication by trenching roads and demolishing pridges.
This work engaged the wholetime service of the majority of the
members of the company at this period. I was engaged in
organising and assisting in this work until I rejoined the
brigade column early in February in Castletown-Kihneigh area,

The column was now moving around this distri¢t until the
night of February 9th when we moved into Skibbereén to search
the town for enemy forces. About a dozen men mov?d into the
town while the remainder of the column tobk up ambush |
positions on the approach roads. This operation is described
in Tom Barry's book "Guerilla Days in Ireland", cﬁapter 1k,
The details recorded arg,as far as I can rememberé substantially

correct.

|
1
|
|
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On the night following the occupation of Skibbereen
“the column was in the vicinity of Drimoleague wh%re'we
billeted next day. During the course of the dayia'large mine
was constructed by Peter Monahan and some others{ The column
0/C. (Tom Barry) was driven into Drimoleague to inspect the
layout of the R.I.C. barracks there by a member of the local
Cumann na mBan.

Towards .midnight on 1llth February sections of the column
led by local scouts were led into positions at thg:rear and in
front of the barracks. I was a member of a sectibn to the
number of about ten under Sean Hales which took ub a position
behind a low fence about 30 yards from the buildihg. All were
armed with rifles. Another section was detailed %o carry the
mine into the village and to lay it against the wall of the
barracke. This party travelled nearly a mile in their stockinged
feet carrying the large mine, referred to above, on a trestle.

" When they r eached the barrack they laid the mine on the barbed
wire entanglements which lay between the boundary wall and the
wall of the building. When the mine was exploded;there was a
deafening roar and fire was immediately opened onithe building
by our section at the rear and also the section cdvering the
front. The garfison returned the fire and sent u§ Verey lights.
The mine did no effective damage to the building.!Intermittent
fire was continued for about ten minutes and, as there was no
prospect of takiﬁg the Building, the signal to wiﬁhdraw was
given. All sections now withdrew to Castledonovan area where
we arrived about daybreak. The column moved into billets.
Sentries and outposts were posted. We had hardly turned into
our billets whensentries reported the approach of;a lorry load
of enemy troops. The'enemyHapproached to within about quarter
of a mile of our billets when they turned round and left the

area, As there appeared to be a danger that a rouhd-up was

|
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being attempted, the column was withdrawn to the !top of a

hill in the district where we remained throughoué the day until
all danger of encirclement by the enemy had passéd. .

The column was moving round the area for some days
following the attack on Drimoleague without cont;cting any
enemy force. We were in the neighbourhood of Ba%don on the
evening of 23rd February when it was announced that we were to
attack a military curfesagioiown that night. Theicolumn was
divided into a number of sections which weére to approach the
town from different directions. I was a member o% a section
of 9 or 10 men under Sean Hales which approached the town from
the north. We took up a position on Convent Hill; about 200
yards from the military barracks. It was now about 9 p.m.
Some other members of this section were: Pete Ke#rney, Denis
O'Brien and, I think, Con Flynn. The main body of the column
under Tom Barry (column 0/C.) had moved away to tﬁe east
from which direction they were to enter the town.i Our duty
was to endeavour to confine the enemy forees in tﬂe military
barracks within this post when the main body had épened the
attack on the curfew patrol. When the shooting broke out in
the centre of the town our section 6pened fire onithe enemy post
The garrison replied with heavy rifle fire and macﬁine gun fire,
Our section continued to fire an odd shot for abodt 20 minutes
in order to keep the enemy occupied. At the end of this period
we w1thdrew to the north where we billeted in the Kilpatrick
area. : : |

The column continued to move arcund the area hntil March
16th 1921, when we were in the neighbourhood of Tubgh in
Crosspound company area. Early on the morning of St. Patrick's
Day (March 17th) we moved into ambush. positions at;Shippool on
the Innishannon-Kinsale road about 7 miles from Kiﬁsale. The
strength of the column was now about 90, Al1l were%armed with

rifles. We took up our positions behind a wall bounding the
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road and were e xtended over a distance of about EOO/EOO yards.
I was a member of No. 1 section under Sean Hales; The strength
of this section was about a dozen men; two of thém vere
Jack Corkery and Dan Corcoran (Newcestown). We #emained in
position throughout St. Patrick's Day, but the expected enemy
force did not turn up, so we withdrew at dusk to billets in
Skough in Innishannon Company area. We remained in billets
until about 9 p.ms on 18th March 1921, when we m&ved to
Crossbarry area where we went into billets about 1 a.m. on the
morning of 19th March. We were all warned that we were to
remain in billets and on the alert as there werejlarge enemy
foreces moving inithe area. Sentries were posted and the men
of the local units were operafing as scouts, Abdut 3 a.m.
all sections were alerted, ordered to 'stand-to' and await
orders as the presence cf the enemy forces had been confirmed.,
Arrangements were now made by the column 0/C. (Tom Barry) and
other brigadeé officers thaézaould take up ambush @ositions
on the old Cork-Bandon road just west of the vill%ge of
Crossbarry. ' l

The column at this time had been divided into seven
sections under zmelected section commanders as foliows:'
No. 1 section (Sean Hales); No. 2 (John Lordan); No. 3 (Peter
Kearney); No. 4 (Mick Crowley); No. 5 (Denis Lordén);
No. 6 (Tom Kelleher); No. 7 (Christy O'Connell). tEach section
was compoéed of about a dozen or so riflemen. Ali sections
were allocated to positions extending from east tévwest north
of the road at the site selected. They were extepded over a
distance of about 500 yards on the main front - séctions 1 to 4.
while the sections under Denis Lordan (No. 5) and;Christy
O'Connell (No. 7) occupied flanking positiéns to ﬁhe west and
east respectively of the main position. The section under
Tom Kelleher (No.6) occupied a position on high ground to the

|
|
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rear of the main body_to cover off any possible attack from
the north. _ |
y I was a member of Sean Hales's section (No.il) which was
allocated to a position at the western end‘of thé main body.
The sections under John Lordan, Peter Kearney ané-Mick Crowley
were extended along the main front to the east. Our section |
was under cover of the roadside fence while the others had
somewhat similar cover in Harold's and Beasley'slfarmyards and
along the road to'the east. All sections weére iniposition about
6 a.n. by which time two mines had been laid in the road -
one at the extreme eastern end pf the position aﬁd the other
between the positions occupied ﬁy our s ection under Sean Hales
and that of John iordan on our left flank. Everithing was now
‘in order and we lay in our positions to await thé next move
by the enemy. Some members of Sean Hales's sectfon on this
occasion weré: Jack Corkery, Bob Hales, Denis 0'Brien and
Jim Doyle (witness).

Except for the distant rumble of enemy transport, all was
quiet until about 8 a.m. when the leading lorry ;n the enemy
convoy moved into the ambush position and had oniy passed our
section when it halted. The second and third 1ogfies in the
convoy halted at the same time. Tﬁere was a distance of about
25-30 yards between each lorry. From our positi&n we were
unable to observe whether the other lorries in the convoy
halted at the same time. Immediately the 1eadiné lorry halted,
our section, as well as the section on our.left,fopened fire
on the occupants of the three lorries within viewf The
occupants who were not killed or wounded by the o'pening fire
sprang from the lorries, dashed across the fence lon the
opprosite side of the road and made sff, apparenbhy across
country to the south, because we saw no further t}ace of them.
The occupants of the other lerries in the convoy @ust have also

decamped because, except for a few shots exghanged with
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Christy 0'Connell's sectlon on our western flankJ there was no
further activity by the enemy at our end of the ﬁosition at
this stage. I should have mentioned that, just a§ the
shooting began, Florrie Begley - a member of the brigade staff -
began to play marching tunes on the bagpipes. HeSfas to the
rear of the centre of the main ﬁosition in Harold}s or Beasley's
farmyard where the column 0/C. and other brigade bfficers had’
‘'set up their H.Q. ‘Another incident which occurred %n our
vicinity was the escépe of a prisoner who was being conveyed
by the enemy forces in the leading lorry.. When firing opened
he jumped from the‘lﬁrry and scrambled over the'rbadside fence
into our position shouting that he was a prisoner. As there
was no reply from the enemy after the initial burét of fire =
their forces having@ecamped - our section together with .those of
Mick Crowleys John Lordan and Peter Kearney were moved on to
the roadway by the column 0/C. (Tom Barry). All arms and
equipment left behind by the enémy, which includeé a number of
rifles, a Lewis gun and a large supply of ammunition, were
collecteds The two leading lorries in the convoyﬁrere then
- set on fire. :

While we were collecting the spoils on the réad

shooting suddenly broke out on the eastern flank énd with the
other sections on the road we withdrew up a boreeﬁ leading to
the north at the e xtreme western end of the ﬁosition. We had
travelled some distance along this boreen to the #op of the
hill when a party of enemy troops was seen to the east. The
0/C. (Tom Barry) now ordered the assembled force éo line the
fence of the boreen and to open fire on this party. After
about three rounds had been fired by each man, thé enemy party
disappeared. We continued to withdraw until we reached Cross-
pound where we were joined by all the other sectidns of the
column. A check up on our men now revealed that #e had lost

three men (Peter Monahan, Con Daly and Jerh. O'Leéry who had
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been killed), while two men (Dan Corcoran and Jim Crowley)

were seriously wounded. While the wounded men wefe being
attended to by Dr. Con Lucey and Eugene Callanan, it was
observed that a few men who had been engaged on outpost duty
had not r eported back. I was now instructed by the column 0/C.
(Tom Barry) té remain behind to pick up these menras I had a
good knowledge of the area. I was accompanied on this mission
by Mick Crowley and Peter Kearney. When we had béen.scouting
around for about half an hour I observed a couple of men
crossing a fence about 400 yards away. Thinking that they
were some members of our outpost. party, I got on fo a fence
and waved to them to advance in uy direction. Within a minute
or two, five or six other men made their appearance at the
same s pot andwe then real-ised that the party we were waving to
were members of the enemy force who had apparentl& lost their
way. We now withdrew back a field from the roadway on which
ﬁe were and travelled under cover of the fence in the direction
taken by the main body of the column as it withdr;w. Aswe
moved along I observed a small enemy force travel;ing along
the road. I signalled their position to Peter Keérney and
Mick Crowley who were behind me. I then opened fire on the
enemy, who jumped over the fence only to come undér fire from
Peter and Mick. This enemy section now withdrew hurriedly
and we continued on our way to pick up the column as we had now
made contact with the missing outposts. The coluﬁn now with-
drew to Secart where we halted for some time. We iater moved
on to Gurranereigh where we went into billets in the early
morning of 20th March 1921. During the withdrawal of the
column from Crossbarry the members of the rearguafd were:
Peter Kearney, Mick Crowley and Jim Doyle (witnesé).

We were billeted in Gurranerelgh on the night of 20th
March (I think) when news came through that the Brigade 0/C.
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(Charlie Hurley) had been killed in Crossbarry érea on the
morning of 19th March 1921. He had been,billetéd in Forde's
in Ballyhandle area when it was surrounded by aéstrong force
of enemy troops. He tried to fight his way thréugh the
encirecling ring, but was killed in the attempt.; His body
was taken into Bandon by the military where:it was placed in
the morgue. In a day or two it was taken from Fhe morgue
by some members of Cumann na mBan and remofed té the church
in Clogagh. It was decided to give the BrigadeJO/C. (Charlie
Hurley) a military funeral, so the whole coluﬁndmoved off
on the evening of March 21st to Ahiohill_where we billeted
that night and next day. We marched that night 'to Clogagh
which we r eached about 2 a.n. na;t morning. Ihé local priest
was ¢ alled and the coffin containing-the body of'our o/C.
was carried on the shoulders of his comrades to:the graveside,
When the grave had been closed, the column O/C.E(Tbm Barry)
delivered & short oration and a firiﬁg party, of.which I was
a member, fired three volleys over the grave;

The column now moved into Clonakilty battaiioﬁ area
until the end of the month without making conta@t with any
enemy forces. We were in.the vieinity of Benduff on 30th
March 1921, when there was a heavy fall of snow4 We were
confined to billets all day. About 9 p.m. we wére_paraded
and informed that it was proposed to attack Rbsscarbery
R.I.C. barracks that night. The column was nowldivided into
a number of sections of varying strength. Some Eections were
allocated to cutting lines of communication and holding
approach roads. The main attgcking party was di&ided into
sections as follows: |

l. A section to lay a mine at the door of %he barrack.
2, A smpall-arms section to rush the breach.
3. A sectiona rmedé with rifles to follow on.

I was a member of the section at 2. Some other members of

this section were: Con Flynn, Bob Hales. I cannot recollect
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the names of the others. The mine-laying party ?ere, I think,
Denis lLordan, Mick Crowley, Peter Kearney, Jack ?orkery, Tom
Kelleher, Christy 0'Connell, Ted Sullivan. Tom Barry (column
0/C) was in charge. The strength of each section was about
eight men. |

The barracks was a strongly fortified buildihg at the
eastern end of the village. It was surrounded bﬁ barbed wire
entanglements except for a passage leading from the roadway
to the door of the building. The column moveé to the
vieinity of Rosscarbery where we arrived about midnight. On
the outskirts of the village the men in the main attacking
party removed'their boots and moved in their.stoékinged feet
to a position at the gable of the post offiee, about 30 yards
from the barrack. The mine-laying party - led bf Tom Barry =~
took the mine to the door of the barrack and laid it there.
They dashed back to our position and we all threw ourselves
on the ground to await the explosion. Within a ﬁatter of
seconds there was a loud explosion. The mine-laﬁing and small
arms section dashed towards the barrack followedzby the rifle~
men. We now found that the e xplosion had not dorie as much
damage to the door of the barrack as was expecte&. The rifle-
men now opened'fire on the building to protect oﬁr party
while we were examining the breach in the barrack wall. As
there was no hope of getting into the buildiné, i% was decided
to set it on fire. Supplies of paraffin and petrgl were
obtained and poured by Tom Barry (column 0/C.) thfough the
breach in the doorway. Lighted torches were now hurled into
the breach and the hall and stairway were soon on fire. We
vere still.collecting supplies of paraffin and it:was being
fed to the fire by Tom Barry and Mick Crowley whiie the riflie~
men were continuing to attack. Several calls to %urrender
were shouted to the garrison during lulls in the %iring, but

there was no response. Fighting continued until ébout b a.m.
%.
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when the garrison were forced to evacuate the bu?ning building.
However, we captured no booty, as the enemy threﬁ thelr a rms
into the fire before evacuating. Two members of?the garrison
were killed and nine were wounded. We had no casualties.
It ﬁas now about 5 a.m. All outposts and covering parties
were called in. We were now assembled on the Square and
after a short delay we moved away to billets in ﬁossmore area.

On the night following the attack on Rosécarbery, we
marched to Newcestown district via Murragh Bridgé. We rested
here for a couple of days when we moved to Quarries Cross
area where about half the column was disbanded. EI continued
to serve with the column and we were moving arouﬁd the area
throughout April and eariy May without making coﬁtact with
the enemy. We were, however, helping to train tﬁe men in
the various companies in whose areas we billeted%so that,
at this stage, there was no scarcity of trained @en.

When the general order for the shoot-up ofienemy forces
on sight, fixed for 14th May 1921, took place, ILwas awaiting
transport at Finnis on the Bandon-Macroom road, about three
miles from the former town. The transport, through unfore-
seen circumstances, failed to turn up, so I missed the action
on that day. |

During the remainder of the period to the Truce the
members of the column were moving around the area and
harassing enemy forces when met in suitable streﬁgth. The
activities of a large enemy column - to the numbér of about
400 ~ under Major Percival, which was operating in the
district with field kitchens and travelling acrogs country -
moving often at night - was too strong to be engéged as a
body by the forces available. This enemy forceaﬂdopted ruses
of all kinds to trap our forces or individual meébers thereaof.

|
On one occasion towards the end of June 1921, Peacival moved,

|
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with his column, into Kilpatrick area about nigh;fall. He
compelled the local schoolteacher (Miss Mary waléh) to give
him the keys of the s chool into which he locked ?bout 30 of
his men. He took up a position in the teacher's residence
himself and ordered the remainder of his force t? move on
to Bandon. In this way, he hoped he would be able to pounce
unexpectedly on some of the local I.R.A. men or;perhaps
on a section of the column which might move into the area
on the assumption that the whole of his (Major Percival's)
column had withdrawn to Bandon. The trick did not work on
this occasion, but, having questioned the teache? as to the
whereabouts of my home and getting no informatioh, he
proceeded to carry out a series of raids in the district next
morning duripg the course of which he did actualiy rald my
home where he arrested a workman L Con Murphy and my brother
Jerry. |
The officers of Kilpatrick Company from 191% fo the Truce
were, as far as I can recollect,
1915-1916 0/C. Bob Walsh
1917-1919 0/C. Denis Lordan
1/1t. Jim Doyle (witness)
_ 2/Lt. Mike Riordan. |
Dec. 1919-1921 0/C. Jim Doyle (withess)
1/Lt. John Crowley ,
2/Lt. Mike Riordan

My rank at the Truce: 0/C. Kilpatrick Company,
Bandon Battalionl, Cork III Bde.

The strength of the company at this time was about 78.

Signed: 79iyvhgza q&j;?hé?

Date: 9/?}‘"‘"& )?5'7J

: i .
Witness: (;%<zgsavvwwccf |
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