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STATFMENT BY CAPTAIN TAURFNCE MORROUGH NSVILLE,

"Marie-Therese”, Baaumont Park,
Blackrock, CGORK,

I was borrn in Ballinlough, a suburb of Cork City on the

South side, My father was a market gardener,

On Nood Triday, 1916, I Jjoined the Cork City Battalioen,
Irinsh ‘J’oluntee-ra, and participated in a parade held in the Volunteer
Hall, Shearea'.Street, Cork, on that day. At that period, there
was only one battalion of Irish Volunteers in Cork City. At the
rarade 1n.quest‘lcn. T remember seeing Terry MeSwiney, then Vice-
Brigadier. So far as 1 can remsmber, none of the Volunteers carried
arme on that occasfon. I was not mobillsed for Easter Sunday,1916,
when the fNork City Nattalion loft tha city under arms, for Macroom;
sonsequently, I camnot pive any details of the events of that day,or,
of the week which followed. -I am, however, aware that by
arrancerent hetwaen His Lordship, Host Reverend Doctor c::halan,
Bishop of Cork, the Yolunteser leaders Tomds MeCurtain and
Terry McSwiney and t.he Bv-itish Military aut."lorit.iea, 1{ was agreed
that the Tolunteers should.hand over their armb for safe-keeping to
the Lord Mayor of Cork - Buatterfield, I do lnow tha‘t._\ quite a big
mmber of the Cork ‘.’oltmtee!-s-:'em'sed to hand over th}e}.\% waapons.
Az a matter o" fact, one of the guns, a heavy “erman ainple-.loading
one, was brought to my home in hindm:lll 'toad, Ballinloug;:, Cork, for
safe-kesping by Michael P-.'urphy.‘; , 'I'he lat‘er waa, at F.h?.t time, a
Volunteer without officer rank. "He, pt;‘bsequent.ly, be{c T Commandant
of the 2nd Battallon, Coerk No. 1. Brigé?é‘(CIty), I.R.AE, in which 1
sarved as one of his Company orficém‘i Hiurphy tovk t?;!'a gun from
our house about five years later when h.e'a laft the city JuM.h a Flying

. . It
folumn, for the Ballyvourney district of West Cork. [ i
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way algo a member of "D" Company from its inception.

The period from 1916 to 1918 was comparatively quiet in
rferk as far- as Volunteer activitieas were concerned.
A reoreanisation took place, which resulted in the formation of two
battalions for Cork “ity. Roughly speaking, the lst Battalion
'covered’ an area north of the Mver leo. The 2nd Battalion area
*lay' south of the River, At this period the Battalions were
divided into four Companies with four Sections in each (ompany.
The iat.tar numbared approximataly,one hundred men at least so far
as mv particular Company was goncermed, viz: "D" Sompany, 2nd
Battalion. I was appointed a Section Commander eoms time in 1917.
Our fompany area lay sovth of the River lee, and comprised the

Alstrets - "onglas, Pallinlough and Blackrock. My brother Patrick

To the end of 1918 our fompany activities could be classed as
mainly of a train:lm;v natore. We drilled in the district of
Rlack Ash, which was open hilly country and gave cover from the
prving eyen of the R.1.C. who were then taking an active interest
in the movements of Volunteers, Close order and extended order
drill was the general routine and we were lectured on guerilla
warfare and the use of revolver, rifle and bowb. I lectured on ths

rifle, vsing Mick Murphy's 1916 mun for the purpose.

Pollowing the threat of comscription by the British Covernment
in 1918, a very large mumber of .Volunteer recruite jolned up. Hany
of thepe left the Volunteers when the threat passed, but the numbers
of Tclunteer in Cork City had so inereased at this period that it
_became necessary to split the Battolions into eight Componies.

This, occurred, 8o far as I can remember, early in 1919.

In addition te general tralning, our Compeny took part in many

public parates of Volunteers. These parades wers a feature of the



latter part of 1918 _ilhen a Neneral Flection was in progress in
Necember of that year, . Volunteer units syetematically canvassed
their districts, acted as stowards at election meetings and
helved ponerally the cause of the Sinn Féin candidates for (ork
tity, viz., Liam do Roiste and J.J.Yalsh. DBoth thess men wore
treturmed' with hﬁa wajoritien over their oppoments of the

"' Parliementary Party, then laed by John Redmond.

The Sritish, having failed in their efforts to enforce the
Conscription of Trishmen into their armed forces to fill the gaps
in their rezirents which were suffering heavy losses in the 191i-
1918 war, now intensified their recruiting campaign. Meetings
ware frequently held in Cork City exhorting the young men to join
up and fight for the fresdom of smmll nations. These meetings
were, invariably, broken up by units of Volunt.;.'.en all over the
ity and every effort made to caunter the British recruiting
campaign, by tearing do';m recruiting posters, holding anti-recruiting
meaetings and suchlike. 'e often came Into conflict with the R.I.C. .
who were on duty "to preserve law and order® at these recruiting
meetings, sticks and hurleys being used against the batons of the
police. - ‘

The year 1919 found us still drilling and training but,,-.:ié the
end of that year avproached, our activities increased as our b
orzanisation ioproved. Tt was at this perfod that 1 wss appointed
né'otain of "D" Company, 2nd Battalion.

Our ereatezst problem now was the securing of arms and
amrunition with which to carry the fight to the enemy, who was -
berinning to stap up his ralding activitien on the homes of
Volunteers. This involved the arrest of many of our members

and compalled othors to leave their homes and go 'on the run!




to avold arresat, He:;-e T meht wention that, when a Volunteer
officer was arrested, his rank was irmediately filled by another
Volunteer. Such elections, so far as they applied to the

Companies, were made by votes of the members.

To augment our very myagre supply of arms which, at that
tims (late 1919) 3n "D" Comreny, consisted of a few rovolvers
and ghoteuns, raids on houses of well-known loyalists were carried
out hy instructions of the Brigade. These raids were made at
nipght-time by three or four Volunteers. Very often none of us was
armed on these occasions, but, invariably, cne of us carried a
revolver more with the ideal of intimidation than with the
intention of using 1t. In our lompany area there lived a very
strone loyalist element, particularly in the Douslas-Hlackrock
Aigtricta, Many of the 'big' bisiness men resided there, as did
many retired British army officers. Ncne of theme people ¢ould
be regarded as sympathisers of oursi indeed, almost without
exception, they were bitterly iantam:lntic to our cause, if not -

alwava openly so.

The results of the raids were rsasonzbly satisfactory from
our point of view. Fe succaeded in getting up to tweanty shotgquns
and mms of & sporting type, a few revolvers (some rather antique
models}, swords, booke on military tactics, field-glasses and aoms
aquiprent, A ouantity of shotaun ammnition was also secured.

In no instance did we oncounter any active opposition, although -~
as can well be understood - nome of the guns was handed over with
good grace.. The captured ‘stuff' was taken t.o-the premises of
the Cork Show Mrounds at the Warina, Cork, where my brother Paddy
was employed as charpe-hand at t:ha time, (I, too, was on the

sta”f). Thoe Show premises was,from late 1919, used as a battalion



dump'for any captures made from the enemy.

hilst wéekly parades continued as usual, notwithstanding
increasing visilance by the enery police and military, we now
formad special sections to cater for engineering and Mtelngenoe'
work, The engineering section was engaged in the mamtacture of
bombs, repairing muns and the like, The !.#elllgeme section
was wnder the control of a f‘._mpany Intfen!.gence Officer to whom the
noverents of enemy tropps, police, agents, enemy stores, were
reportad., These reports wers, when deomed necessary, passed on
to the Battalion Intellipence Officer and from him to the

Trirgade.

Y was particularly concermed with the manufacture of bombs,
inasmuch ag ry hore in Balliniough was the place in which they
wore made. Ve were halped in this work by my sisters. The
mathod ‘of making these bombg was rather ingenious and was suggested
by Wek Murphy, our Battalion O/C., who was & carpenter by trade,
A shallow box was made of timber and secured with screws. ‘
Tnaide the box were secticns somewhat in the style of the modern:
ege boxes, The scotions were also of timber, These sections
were tharoughly greased and cémant. poured into sach to a depth
of about four inches. A well-greaned stick was then insorted
into the centre of each compartment and into the cement were
also put vleces of merap iron or bolts and nuts. The top was
coverad by an eipht-inch plate with an opsming in the centre.
ifter about forty-eight hours, whan the cement vas set, t.hé screws
holdine the box were removed when it was a simple matter to tap
avway the timber surrounds and remove the central stick, leaving
the cement vombs'intact. A stick of gelignite was then inserted

in the centre and a detenator and fuse attached., We made quite
e



& larse mmber of these crude bombs which we put into barrels

and buried in our parden. We testec-l a8 few bor'ore storing them

but di4 not find them satisfactory. 7 remember well that

one of our lads had his hand almost blown ofm:ying out one of
these bombs. To the best of my recollection they were never

used arginat the enemy. "9 also made. what we called a 'canister
bomb?, acmewhat éimilar in-princivle to that which I have described,
excent that in this irnstance wr used tin cans as a container for

the cemsnt and gelimite. This, too, proved to be unsatisfactory

when used and v ceased waking them after soms time.

T the early part of the year 1920, inatructions were
received from the Battalion that raide on enemy atores in our area
were to be undertaken at every nossible opnortunity, enemy
transport was to be destroyed when possible and every effort made
to hamper the movements of enemy forces. In addition, raids on
Post. Office majls were to be undertaken, with a view to capturing
correspondence which might contain information of value to the

British authorities.

‘Burérons raids took place by day on the premises of the
Bandon and ¥acroom rallway and on the Cork and Muskerry Light
Railway. ‘These were, what might be called "clearing stations®
for enemy stores being t;ent out to military barracks at Ballincollig,
Macroom and other centres in the Scuth and Yest of the County.
d!‘ten, at. vory short notice, about six of us made our way to the
rallways and on lorries or care commandeered en:route, removed
vwhatever military stores ws could lay hands on. Invariably, we
were advised beforehand by employees on the rallwvay who were,
thenselves, members of the I.R.A. Tt would be almast impossible



to glve datalls of our captures on these occasions: they included
¢lothing, boots, bicycle norts and provisions of all lkinds. These
were removed to our hide-out at the Zhow-grounds on the Harlna,
Cork. uite a quantity was sent on later to the Flying Columns
in the County. So frequently did these reilds occur that the
British tried to outwit us by forwarding, for instance, bicycles
with the wheels missing, or, as happene& on one occasion, a large
conpignent of boots, all of which fitted the left foot only. T.
reramber on cne rald we captured twn dosen reveolvers comsisgmed to
Auxilisries in Facroom, but the cylinders and hammers of the guns
wore missing. Tn practically all of these ralds wu carrded
revolvers, particvlarl® from the late 1920 period onwards, when,
in soma myaterdous fashion, revolvers in greater numbers made t;heir
appearance in "D" Company. It must net, howavey, be'underst.ood
from this t.,hat we had a plentiful supply of these‘gung. On the
contrary, they were atill far too few to arwm oven tgn per cent of
our members, which, at thie time were, approximately, eightyto a

hndred men.

Tn late 1920 and early 1921, as the fichting $ntensified, it
hecams more difficult for prominent 1.R.A. officers and men to
live in their homes because of the imminent danger of arrest and
execution by the British. For this reason I, too, had to remain
away frop hore at might when enemy raiding in our area was etepped
un and, at the sams tima, I changed my name to "Charlie Ross",
which nare somoared on the list of occupants in houses where I
chanced to pass the night. Tt should be explained that the British
had ordered that all honseholders should keep a 118t of the names
of those in thBﬂI; houses cach night, so that each one present

could b3 identified by any British raiding party.
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Shootine of William 0'SulMean, 3pv.

On 15th February, 1921, the first Britisch spy was
exacutaed b} men of D" Company. This man's namo was tilliam

Q'Su)livan from Cork City. He was a British ex-soldier.

On the evening of the day in question, 0'Sullivan was p:lckaq
up by members of "D¥ Cazrany and taken to a place called Tory
Top Lane, & quiet. locality off the main Kinsale road in the
southern outskirte of the city. He was there shot and killed
by revolver fire. A label, on which was written "Sples and
informers beware®, was pirmed to his body. This man's execution
was carried out on the instructions of the Battalian .0/C.,

Mick Murphy. It may be of interest to record that wﬂlﬁm

G*Sullivan hat a brother who was then a mamber of ny Company.

Shootinz of Finbar 0'Sullivan, Spy.

On 22nd Februsry, 1971, occurred the shooting of a sccond
spy in onr Aistrict. His name was Finbar 0'Sullivan, a man in
his early twenties. He we-m, to the best of my recollection,
unemployed at the time, and was not a momber of the I.R.A. | Fo

lived in "D" Compamy area and was well-imewn to me from boyhood,

Orders were received from the Battalion O/C. to apprehend
this man and shoot him as a spy. He was taken into custody by
“i11liam ("Sailer”) Barry, a membar of "D" Company and brought at
night to my home in Tmllinlough. He was then taken down to the
riverside ard shot by a revelver party comprising three men and

ayrelf.

Shnoting of N. Vehonald, Spy.

On 23rd February, 1921, a civilian named D, Melonald,
{kmcwn to us 88 "Monkey" McDonald) who lived in the Company ares,
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was waylald on hie wav one night and shot by men of "D" Company.
HeTonald was badly wounded but recbvered fraom his wounds. Tt was
allered that he,subzecusntly, accompinied British trcope and Black &
Tars in an armoured car to point out mombers of the I.R.A. in Cork
fity, and to identify I.R.A. prisoners. Purther efforts to apprehend
and shoot this spy falled. To the best of my lmowledge,McDonald
left Treland before the British evacuation. He has not been heard

o’ since,

Tt would be quite impoosible to give details of all the varied
activities of the Company with which I was associated during the
'hottest! period of the strugrle from early 1921 to the Truce of
11th July, 1921. A fow examples of what was, in cffect, vwholetime

I.R.A. service will suffice.

On 15th April, 1921, T received instructions from the Battalion
to proceed with a amll party of men from "N" Company to the premises
of Messrs. Lunham, Bgccm Yanufacturers in Kemp Street, Cork. The
time was-abont 3 p.m, The party consisted of William Barry,

Jeremlah Coughlan, his brother Patrick and ‘James Gearons. All of us
ware armed with revolvers. Ve were informed heforehand, that a

larpe quantity of bacon,conaigned to the Military at Victoria Barracks,
Cork, was beinn loaded and we .were instructed to capture the

conaignment and destroy the lorry.

Arrivinz noar Tunhams we hid in a store until we saw ths lorry
loadéd up and ready to leave with two civilians in the driving cab.
¥hen the engine was started I rugshed out on to the street followsed
bv my comradas snd ordered the two civiliam, at revolver point, to
get out.. Tearoms and I then sat into the driving cab and fearons

drove the lorry through the city up to the Dallinlough distrioct,
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where we dunmed the bacon into a store ocwned by a8 butcher named
Preonan, VFe than drove the emptv lorry to the Douglas Rcad area
wvhere wo get it on fire. Some short time afterwards we sent about
threo tons of this bacon te Nonaghwore, County Cork, to the IL.R.A.
Flving ﬂolumﬁ. Cormand-ering a horse and car, we took the bacon

fron Presnan's across the city to the Cork and uskerry ILight

Rallvay whare we consigned it to a ¥r. Murphy at Donaghmore. Heedless

t0 add, we pald no freaightace!l

Shootina of Rlack & Tan - Sterland.

Or 9th Yay, 1921, instructions were receiwved from the Rattalion
to proczed to the Pob Roy Fotel, Codk Street, Cork, to shoot a Black &

Tan Tntellirence Officer named Sterland.

Accompanisd by 'Sailor! Barry, Jeroms Courhlan and Bob Aherns,
81l armed with revolvers, I went to the Rob Roy Hotel which,
ineidentally, was in the citv centre. T, teo, was armwed with a
rovolver., Tha day v’ns Sunday and the time about 5 p.m. On arriving
at the hotel, T posted one of the men at the cormer ¢f Cook Street
and the South Y31}, and another at the corner of Cook Strest and
Nliver Flunkett Streoet. These men were to give warning of the
approach of enaxy troops down Cook Street, as I found, on arrival
there, that thero was a Rritish armoured car less than a hundred
yards from us on the South Mall and there was also an armed foot patrol

of acldiers in the vicinity of Cnok Street.

Accompanied hy Aherne I entered the hotel and discovered that
Sterland was upstairs in the bar having a drink with two I.R.A,
Intelligence Officers named Prank Mahomy and Charles Cogan. These
two men hod lured the ymsusrecting Sterland to the Rob Roy to have
a Arink and thon sent word to our Battalion O/C of his (Sterland's)
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vhereabouts. Having allowed ourselves to be seen by Mahony,
T took up position at the door of the hotel and Aherme at the foot
of the staire leading np to the bar. At length Sterland appeared
coring Aoem tho stairs and vhen he reached the bottom Aherns drew
a revolver and shou'ted'. "Hands up!” vheroupon Storland Rit Aherns
with his fist and rushed for the door where I was standing. I drev
my mun, faced him and ordered him to put his hands up. He did so.
T searched Mm, taking from his hip pocket an unloaded .45 Viebley
revolver, together with all the papers in his possession. While
this was proceeding a lmock came to the door. Aherne opened it
and found throe Pritish soldiere vho were, apparently, calling.for
a drink. Seeling the revolver in Aherme's hand they ran for their
lives., Y then told Sterland to get in front of me and getl ot of
the hotel.

ho died. VYo made our escape over Parmell Bridge
at the eastern end of the South Mall: there w» jumped on a passing
side-car ant ordered the driver to go to Evergreen Road.(in our
Battalion area). Noext morning I reported the facts %o Connie
Neenan, a bnttalim_officor, to whom T handed over ths captured

revolver and papers.

2t 11 a.m. one day in ¥Vay, 1921, Bob Aherne and I waited at
the bottom of Yigh Street to shoot a looal R.I.C. Sergeant by the
name of Cook from Blackrock barracks. ihile we waited for him to
come along word reached us that an I-.R.A. arms dump in the immediate
vicinity was being cleared as a ratd by the Military was anticipated.
Ye ware then instructed to call off the shooting of Cook 1n case
we should draw the British to the district before the dwmp was .

gafely cleared.



On 28th ¥ay, 1921, s civilian opy namad O'Sullivan, who
lived in Hlameoy Street, Cork, was shot by owr lads at Model Farm
Road., His funeral the following day was attended by, amngaf.
others, a particularly active R.1.C. Sergeant named Hollywood.

He went to the funeral with another R.1.C. man, both in rufty and
riding hicyeles. Five of us were hurriedly mobilised to shoot

Hollywood on his return to the city. Donal 0'Donoghus, Battalion
Vice-Commandant at the time, was in charge of our party. All of

us carried revolvers.

Of our croup only Bob Aherne knew Hollywood, so it was arranged
that Aherne should go to the graveyard and (after the burial of
0'Sullivan) cycle a chort distance in frant of Hollywood and his
companiocn on their return journey. He wonld then give an agreed
8ignal vhen passing us. As the time drew near vhen our quarry was
exrected to como along, O'Dmo'yma noticed that the position he had
selected for the attack was very close to the residence of
Sean O'Hegarty, then Brigadier of the Cork Mo. 1 Brignde. I do mot
know whether O'Nonoghue had any information that O'Hegarty was at
homa at the particular time. (I very much doubt that he wns as he
was a badly-wanted man well kmoun to the British). At any rate
O'Nonoghua decided, at almost the last moment, to call off the
attack.

Somotime aftervarde we learmed that the same Sergeant Hollywood
had gone on a visit to his hame at Uindmill Road, Cork. Fiwe of us,
arped with revolvers, proceeded to the house to shoot Hollywood.

Bob Aherme, - Fitzgibbon and I went to the rear of the house;

3111 0'Brien and another man, whose name I have forgo'ten, went to
the front. A1l were "D" Company men. Aherne, Fitzgibbon and I
rushed in by the backdoor and searched all the rooms. Thore was

no trace of the man, vho, we wore told, had gore there. s brother,
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rather like him in appearance, was, however, in the house.

Pessidbly ocur informant had mistaken this man's ddentity. Onea
arain Hollywood had fortuitously escaped and, so fer as I am
aware, was never 'got' aftervards by any of our lads, This R.I.C.
Serpeant was nown to have shot and killed & prominent 2nd Battalion
Volunteer, Tadg Sullivan, in Douglas Street, Cork, on 20th April,

19213 hence the repeated efforts to shoot him.

I hava referred previously to the Eattallon dump in the

premises of the Cork Shw-gmnds at The Marina and I regret to have

to record 1% eventual discovery by the British, The circumstances

vere 28 followss-

On a Saturday evoning in early May, 1921, three of ocur lads
from "N" Company were dewn in the Shw-gx-ounds packing stuff
{clothes, boots, hicycles and provisions) for despatch to the Flying

Columns in the country, As a 'l'eﬂt;lt of the enforcement by the

T.R.A. of an order from D1l Tireann to boyoott goods from Belfast,
ﬁamr‘ selzures of pools from traders in Cork City were made by the
I.R.A. and conveyed for sate-kceping to t;he Shoy-grounds, 1In
addition, we had sbout five hundred téns of petrol there (taken by
uc n a rald on the Irish-Ame~ican 011 Company's store in Cork)
t.op_e.\thar with 3 mmher of shotruns, rifles, revolvers and a machine-

gun.

Shortly before the Black & Tans raided ths place, ten rifles
and the machine=-gun had bsen brought to the grounds with the idea of
ambushing the Dritish Admiral 4n charge of Cobh who, it was learned,
would be proceeding up the river by motor launch from (obh to attend

a conference at "idney House, Cork, the headquarters of Ceneral
Strickland, British Commander-in-Chief in the Seuth. The Show grounds
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were very close to the River lee and ahout midway betwsen
Rlackrock and the City. Unfortunately, the plans to ambush

the Admiral miscarried as he falled to trawel by the river route
es wo anticipated - actually he came up to Cork by mo.tor oar. -

The rifles were then taken away from the Show-grounds, leaving the

machine-pmn which was intended for despatch to the Flying Columns.

Cn th: Saturday evening mntic-med, 'Sailer! Barry and two
of the lade were engaged packing some atuff for the 'Columns' when
Rarry chanced to go out into the prounds for a moment and, to his
amazement, saw a party of Hlack & Tans cutside on a rallway bridge
adjacent to the mrounds, obviocusly preparing to raid the place.
Barry hurriedly arned his comrades of the danger. Al) three of
them made their t;scape under fire t‘ﬂlm the 'Tans’ by kmocking out

some timber surrounds from the sheep 6hed which adjoined the Cork

“Athletic frounds and allowed the boys to get away east to Blaclrock.

A8 the gatés were locked it took the 'Tans' some time to gain
admittance, thus helping our boys to-escape. The premises were
subjected to a thorough seareh, with the result that about %cu tons
of clothing, boot.a and provisions and five tons of bicycle parts,
were captured. VYorse gtill, the machine-gun was alscovered
together with about two dozen shotguns which were concealed in a
large box buried under the floor boards of a telephone kiosk,

The five hundred tins of petrol were also taken away.

Following the rald, my brother Patrick, who was in charge of
the Show-grounds, was instructed by the Battalion 0/C. to go 'on
the run', as it was alrmost certain his home (and mine, incidentally)
would be raided. Same weeks later our home wae, in fact,

aurrownded by wilitary one night. In response to whistles my
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wother opened a window and to an inquiry in an wEF"nglish accent
as to whether any of the boys were at home, she replied that there
were no men in the house, Very soon afterwards our place wad
ratded again and searched from top to bottom by a party of Black &
1\'!‘t;ms under the command of Captain Moran., ‘These ralds, which proved

fruitless, becama- very frequent and Captain Foran became well-known

‘to my mother and sisters. Vhen hostilities finishad he paid us a

I
1 Priendly visit quite often. Tt 415 of interest to record that the

game Faptain subsequently became & priest and 4s now a Ganon of the

Gatholie Church in Wales.

late in May, 1921, my brother Paddy was arrested at 01d Court,
Riverstown, Cork, where he was 'on the run'. He was sentenced to a
term of imprisorment which he served in Splke 1sland, Cobh, and
later in Yaryhoro' gaol. He was detained until the general release

of pelsoners in January, 1922.

At thie time T was sleeping in different. houses in various parts
of the 2nd Battalion area due to the constant raiding of my owvm home
by the Aritfsh. Whilst going to a house in Evergreen Street, Cobh,
one ni:_ght not lt-:ng before the curfew hour (10 p.m.), T wet a member
of "N" Company named feorge Purke, who told me that the "Tans" were
raiding the homs of Mck Murphy (the Battalion 0/C) in Nouglas Street.

The 'Tans' were in civilion attire. Burke gave me a Mills' grenade.

He had a revolver. He suprested we should have a crack at the 'Tans!

a's they left Murphy's house. Ve watched them leaving and tralled

three of them as far as “orth Main Street when we decided to 'have a

[go' at them. It was now ¢lose to curfew hour (10 p.m.) and many

]people were rushing to get home defore 10 o'clock, Tt was hopeless

ito walt until the streets cleared as the place would be swarming with

ﬁilitary and 'Tens' after curfew. As there waa very grave danger of
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111ing innocent passers-by, we, very reluctantly, decided to

lat the 'Tans' go withont attacking them.

Thines had now reached the stage vhen I had great difficulty
i{ndead in avolding arrest, so I was advised by the Battalion to get
out of the fity until such time as T was called to the Flying Column,
At this time, June, 1921, the Cork City Flving Column, which had been
orerating in the Rallyvourney district of West Cork, hod been
dishanded temmorarily. T left for Crosshaven, Co, Cork, where I
still retatned the name Charlie Ress and was in this district when
the Tyuce came in July, 1921,

Before concluding T wovld like to refor to the conditions under
which sy Company fimetioned during the four or five menths prior to
the Trace. Tue to increasing enemy vigllance it was not posaihle
at all times to obtain prior Battalion sanction for our varlous
actlvities, On many occasions we undertock !Jobs' at very short
notice, as opportunity offered. Except in cases of the shooting
of sples, where prior instructicns came from the Battalion O/C., it
could be said, without exapgeeration, that the Company acted on the
initiative of its officer persoﬁnel in the varled activities, in which
it took part, both by day and night., Here I would like to pay a
tribute to those members of "D" Company, 2nd Battalion, Cork No. 1
Brigade, who took a very active part in the strucgle without ever
fiving a shot. These men, soms of w‘hom were the back-bons of ocur
“ntellirence Service, or vho, perhaps, wero for long periods and at
frequent intervals engaged in the more presalc wprk of scouting, or
who sought out billete for men 'on the run' or performed duties of
a non-spvectnoular nature, deserve to be spoclally mentioned in any
“istorical re;:ord of the activities of the Comparny with which I had

the hononr to be associated,
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