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STATEMENT BY DANIEL £ DONOVAN,

Burrane, Timoleague, Co. Cork.

I was born at Burrene, Timoleague, in Sepfember 18390.
My parents were farmers. I was educated at Clogagh National
School. After leaving school I went to work on my parents'’

farm.

I joined the Clogagh Company of the Irish Volunteers
when they were organised in the early part of 1917,
Clogagh Company was at this time 'E' Company, Bandon
Battalion, Cérk Brigade. The 0/C of the battalion was Tom
Hales. I cannot recollect the names of the other officers.
The strength of Clogagh Company was about Lo, The officers
of the unit, which was organised mainly by Eugene and l
Michael Walsh, were: -

0/C - ©Eugene Walsh

1st Lt. Tim Sexton
2nd Lt. Jerome Harte,

The only type of training carried on was close order

foot drill. Parades were usually held in the fields 1n
the area. All training was carried out under our own
officers.

During 1917 all members of the Volunteers were busy
organising Sinn Féin - the political wing of the Republican.
movement. This organisation was composed ma}nly of
Volunteers and the members of their families, and in many
cages the officer posts 1n 1t were held by Volunteers.

At this time I was Chairman, and Tim Sexton (lst Lieut. of

the local company) was Secretary of Clogagh Sinn Féin Club.

When the British threatened to enforce conscription

in the spring of 1918, there was a substantial increase in



the menbership of the Clogagh Company. The strength of the
unit now reached about 60. There was no change in the
officers. At this time, all arms - mainly shotguns - which
were not already held by members of the Volunteers were
collected 1n raids 1n which the majority of the members took
part., The total armament held by the company nowwas about
15 shotguns, with a2 small supply of shotgun cartridges.

In addition to collecting arms, making buckshot and
refilling cartridges, the memﬁers of the unit were engaged in
organising the general public to resist conscription and in
collecting subscriptions for the anti-conscription fund.
When the conscription scare had passed, towards mid-summer,
the majority of the new recruits who had joined up in the

early part of the year dropped out.

Normal training continued throughout 1918, and
oceasionally during the summer and early autumm three or
four neighbouring companies took part in combined operations
on Sunday evenings. The object of these manoceuvres was 1o
train the men to move across country utilising available

cover.

The next event of importance was the general election
which was held in December, 1918. There was very little
activity in our area in connection with the event, as the

Sinn Féin candidate was returned unopposed.

Barly in 1919, Cork Brigade, which covered the whole
county and had been organised mainly by Terry MacSwiney,
Tomds MacCurtain and Liam Deasy into about twenty battalions,
was divided into three brigades. Our battalion (Bandon)
now became a unit of the new Cork 111 Brigade, which
embraced the West Cork area. There were five other
battalions 1in this brigade - Clonakilty, Dunmanway,

Skibbereen, Bantry, and Castletownbere. The first 0/C

of the new brigade was Tom Haies (0/C Bandon
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Battalion). I cannot recollect the names of the other
officers.
Normal training continued throughout 1919, In

August a training camp, which was 1in charge of Dick McKee
(0/C Dublin Brigade), was set up in Glandore. All battalions
in the braigade were, I think, represented at this camp;

but, as far as I can recollect, Clogagh Company did not have
a representative there. Following this camp, training

was intensified throughout the area. The representatives

of the various battalions visited the companies 1n their
pbattalions and gave a boost to training. ve were all
beginning to realise that there was a fight in ﬁrospect

and the intensive training continued until the end of the

year, ,

The first major activity undertaken in the area
took place on the night of February 25th 1920, wpen
Timoleague R.I.C. barracks was attacked. This was a
battalion job and Sedn Hales, who had replaced his brother Tom
ag Battalion 0/C (Bandon), was in charge. Representatives
from the following companies, viz, Balllnadee, Ciogagh,
Timoleague, Kilbrittain and Barryroe, took part in this
operation. I was 1n charge of a party of eight men who
were engaged on blocking the msin Timoleague-Bandon road
at Knockbrown, about 3 miles from Timoleague. I was armed
with a shotgun. T cannot recollect the names of my
party. We blocked the road with a barricade of farm
carts, gates and some branches of trees. This road was
also trenched by another party about # mile nearer to
Timoleague. In addition, there was a rifle parﬁy of 5 or 6
under Eugene and Mick Walsh 1n position behind a fence
about 100 yards from the road at the Knockbrown barricade.

The attack was opened about midnight and continued until
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5 a.m, A mine was laid against the door of the barracks,
but it failed to explode. Fire was then opened on the
building by the I.R.A. covering parties, who were in position
in houses across the street from the barrack and behind fences
at the rear. When the mine failed to explode,la load of

hay was pushed up to the door and set on fire in the hope
that this would explode the mine, but it was no use.
Intermittent firing, which we could hear quite élearly in

our position at Knockbrown, continued throughout the night.
Approaching daybreak I went towards Timoleague to ascertain
how the attack was progressing. I met Sedn Hales, who

was in charge of the operation, within about 20d yards

of the village, and he informed me that the attack was being
called off. I then returned to the party at Knockbrown

and all sections withdrew to their home areas. | The
following companies of Bandon Battalion were represented 1in

L
this operation - Ballinadee, Clogagh, Timoleague, Kilbrittain,

and Barryroe,

When the evacuated R.I.C. barracks at Courtmacsherry
was destroyed in accordance with a general order for the
destruction of such posts from G.H.Q. at Easter,|1920,

I was engaged in the demolition of the building with crowvbars.
Other menbers of Clogagh Companx/ggge similarly engaged were:
Tim Sexton, John O'Donovan (brother), Mick Walsh, "Neilus"
and Paddy Canniffe, Paddy 0'Ne1ll, Several other menmbers

of the unit were engaged on-scoutlng and outpost auty.

Representatives from Barryroe and Timoleague units also took

part in this operation.

Republican courts were set up 1n June, 1920, on the
instructions of the Government of the Irish Republic - Dé1l
Eireann. A parish court was established in Clogagh - the

menmbers being Tim Séxton, Ned Dalton and myself (Qan 0 ' Donovan
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Our court dealt with minor cases, such as breac£ea of the
licensing laws, petty larceny and such like. The more
serious cases were considered by the District Court, which
dealt mainly with questions of title to land, claims for
damages. I cannot recollect the names of the members of the
District Court for the aresa, In the early stages the work
of enforcing the orders of the courts fell on the shoulders
of the I.R.A., who were also responsible for the protection
of the courts. This work was at a later stage taken over

by the Republican Police force on its formation.

When the Local Government elections took place 15
June, 1920, Tim Sexton (1lst Lieut., Clogagh Company) WwWas
elected to membership of Bandon Rural Distraict Council
for our area, It was a regular policy throughout the
country at the time to elect members of the I.R. A, to such

bodies. .

Barly in July, 1920, Eugene Walsh (0/C Clogagh Company)
retired from the I.R.A. He was replaced as 0/C by Tim
Sexton, The officers of Clogagh unit now were: -

0/C - Tim Sexton
1st Lt.- Ned Dalton
ond Lt. - Dan O'Donovan (witness).

About this time the following members of our
company (Clogagh) - Dan O'Donovan (witness), John O'Donovan
(brother), Tim Sexton(0/C), John Murphy, in conjunction
with five or six men from Xilbrittain unit and seven or
eight from Tlmoleagué lay in ambush for a military cycle
patrol at Killavarig on the Timoleague-Ballinasca?ty road
about 2 miles from Timoleague. The men from Kilbrittain
wererarmed with rifles, while all the others were armed
with shotguns. We took up positions behind the roadside

fence at both sides of the road about 12 noon on a Sunday.

We remained in position until about 3. 30 p.m., but the patrol,
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which normally travelled within this period, d4id not put 1n
an appearance. Sedn Hales (0/C Bandon Battalion} was 1in
charge, and we were extended over a distance of about 120

yards,

Towards the end of July or eérly‘August,‘l920, a
fe1s was organised in Ballinadee. It was anticipated that,
ag was customary at this period, the gathering would be
visited by an enemy patrol, as all Irish Ireland gctivities
of thls nature were banned by the British authorities and the
military were usually used to reinforce the R.I.d. to enflorce
the ban. The Battalion 0/C (Sedn Hales) argangéd for the
attendance of a strong force of I.R.A., representative of all
companies 1n Bandon Battalion, at the Feis. Itlwas
proposed to jump the patrol as 1t moved through the crowded
village street and seize their arms. I was a meﬁber of the
main body which mixed with the crowd and whose duﬁy 1t was
to carry out the seizure of the arms. In addition to this
main party, an armed covering party were 1n p031t;on behind
the wall of the graveyard at the end of the village street
(Ballinadee). The enemy patrol did not put in an appearance,
so the men of all units returned to their home areas.

Amongst the men frow Clogagh unit who took part in this
operation were: -, Eugene Walsh, Mike Walsh, Jack ﬁlynn, Thos.
Flynn, Paddy and "Neilus" Canniffe, John O'Donoven, Dan
0'Donovan (witness), Tom Sexton, John Murphy, Bob Walsh and

Ned Dalton.

When the first training camp was establlshgd at
Clonbuig in Kilbrittain area at the end of Septexber, 1920,
it was attended by Tim Sexton (0/C), Ned Dalton (1st Lieut.),
and myself (2nd Lt.) from Clogagh Company. The opher
companies represented at this camp were Ballinadee,

RR

Ballinspittal, Kilbrltféln, Timoleague, Ba¥iyroe, and

Innishannon. The total number at the camp, 1ncluding
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Brigade and Battalion Officers, was about 3Q. Tom Barry,

who had just been appointed Brigade o/C Training{ was 1n
charge of training. All present were put through an intensive
course 1n arms drill, close and extended order trglnlng, with
lectures on various subjects of a military nature. At the
conclusion of the course, each man fired 3 rounds from a
service rifle. The camp was carried on for one Week,
beginning on Sunday and ending on the following Saturday
evening. All present were now ordered to returnlto their

own areas and to return at the end of 3 days.

With Tim Sexton (0/C) I reported back to Clonbuig
on the evening of the thard day. The representatives of the
other companies who had taken part in the camp reﬁorted at the
same time, When the whole party had assembled, we were
paraded under Liam Deasy (Brigade Adjutant) and moyed across
the Bandon river to Newcestown where we bllleted. : Next
night we marcned to Dunmanway Battalion area, where we took
up an ambush position at Fanlobbus on Friday to awélt a
military convoy. The convoy did not turn up and we were

-

withdrawn from our position about & p.m. We then moved

into billets in the area,.

Next evening (Saturday) we travelled in horses and
traps back to the vicinity of Newcestown village, where we
went into ballets. Sedn Hales, who was now 1in chérge, went
into Newcestown. While he was in the village, two lorries
of military arrived there. He (Sedn Hales) immediately sent
word back to the billets to assemble the column and to move
into position to attack the convoy. The column was
assembled in small units with three or four men 1n each,
and moved back towards Newcestown village, As we ﬁpproached
the village the lights of the oncoming lorries were observed,

and the men with me - about five - took up positions on high



ground behind the roadsiée fence south of the road. This
fence provided little cover, but we overlooked the road from
our position. ‘ While the party with me were moving into their
positions, the other sections were occupying positions on the
opposite side of the road. It was now dark, Within a
matter of minutes the leading lorry reached our position..

We allowed it to pass through and then opened fire on 1t.

The second lorry now halted and did not reach our posirtion.
The men on the opposite side of the road opened fire on this

lorry. Intermittent firing continued for about helf an hour

and my section then withdrew towards Newcestown, where we
mede contact with the other members of the column. , We had
no casualties. British casualties were two officers killed

and a number of men wounded.

The colwumn now moved into billets in Newcestown area,
remaining there until Monday morning when we moved‘to
Crosspound. wWe moved across the Bandon river to Ballinadee
that night. We were now disbanded and instructedito

return to our home areas. '

During the first days of December, 1920, I was sent
by the Battalion 0/C (Seén Hales) to the Brigade Q/M (Dick
Barrett) to collect explosives required for the demolition
of Timoleague Castle which, it was rumoured, was about to be
occupled by enemy forces. I collected the explosives 1n
Crosspound area and took them by a roundabout route to
Clogagh, taking them later in the same week to Tlmoieague area
where preparations for the operation were being made. On
the same occasion the evacuated R.I.C. post at Tlmo}eague,
and the house of Colonel Travers, which was also due for
occupation by the eneny, Were due to be destroyed. The
combined operatien was carried out by representatives from

Clogagh, Barryroe, Timoleague and Kilbraittain Companies.

A1l buildings were completely destroyed.



On the night of January 2nd 1921 I took part in an
attack on Kilbrittain R.I.C. post. I was accompanied by Tim
Sexton, Tom Flynn, Dan Flynn and Con Lehane of Clogaghk unit.
Representatives from Xailbrittain, Balilnadee, Timoleague,
Barryroe, and Ballinspittal Companies also took pa;t. The
combined party, which, as far as I can recollect, was 1in charge

of Sedn Hales, assewbled in the vicinity of'Kllbrlttaln about

11 p.m. A mine which was mounted on a trestle was taken .

into the village and placed against the wall of thé barracks,
which was an 1solated building. I was one of the  party who
placed the mine in position beside the door of the barrack.

Other sections, armed with rifles, revolvers and sqotguns,

were in position around the building under cover of fences

at a distance of about 60 yards. The mine failed to explode.
Fire was then opened on the building by the rifle and shotgunmen,
and continued i1ntermittently for about an hour. As there was

no prospect of capturing the post, all sections were ordered

to withdraw and return to their home areas.

The Kilbrittain post was again attacked towards mid
January, 1921, Liam Deasy (Brigade Adjutant) was in charge
of the operation on this occasion. The stftacking ﬁarty was
drawn from the units which took part in the attack on January
2nd. Tﬁe plan of attack was much the same as on the previous
occaslon. The covering parties moved into position round
the building, and the mine, which consisted of an attach® case
filled with gelignite suitably detonated and fused, was taken
1into the barrack grounds, and when the fuse had been lighted
1t was thrown on to the barbed wire entanglements in front of
the building. This mine again failed to explode. On thuis
occasion a par?y of seven men armed with revolvers were to
fush the building should the mine breach the wall. They
were to be followed by a party of about a dozen with rafles

and fixed bayonets. I was a menber of the latter party.
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We were in position apout 30 yards trom the barrack
awaiting ihe result of the explosion. When there was no
explosion the covering parties fired a few shots, and after

a few minutes all sectilons were instructed to return to

their home areas.

Some days following the attack on,Kllbrlétaln
T recelved instructions to stand by to block th% roads 1n
Clogagh area should an attack which the Brigade Column
under Tom Ba;ry were planning for Mawbeg, on the:Bandon-
Ballineen road, develop. The column took up positions,
but although they remained in them from daylightlto dusk

there was no appearance by the enemy.

The Brigade Column, under Tom Barry (Column Q/C) was
bilieted 1n my company area (Clogagh) on JanuaryLQMth 1921,
pnefore it moved into Bandon that night to attack Bandon
Military barracks. While the éolumn was in the'area I
was responsible for posting guards, outposts, and the dumping
of surplus stores (arms and ammunition). In this attack
Dan O'Reilly - a member of the colurm and Kilbrittain Company-
was killed. After this attack the column moved:into
Clonekilty Battalion area, where they escaped encirclement
at Burgatia House in the early days of February. I should
have mentioned that Clogagh Company was represented on the
regular column at this time by my brother, John Q(bonovan,

and Tim Sexton.
——l
The Company O/C {Tim Sexton) and lst Lieut. (Ned

Dalton) were arrested during February, 1521, and I was now
appointed 0O/C. The officers of the Clogagh Company now
were; -

0/C - Dan #"Donovan (witness)

1st Lt. - Michael Donovan
ond Lt. - Patk. Dempsey.



11.

I joined the Brigade Column at Castletownkenneigh

on the second Sunday in HMarch, 1921. Other representatives
from my company {(Clogagh) who joined at the same time were:
Michael Dondvan, Patk, Dempsey, and Dan Donovan. Another
member of the unit - Cornelius Daly - had reported to the
colunm about two days before. The strength of the column

at this time was, I think, about 80. The column now moved
round the area for a few days, and on the night of March 16th
1921 was in the vicinity of Shippool in Innishannon Company
area. We were now informed that we were to take up a
position at Shippool on the Innishannon-Kinsale road about

1% miles from Innishannon.  On the morning of Mérch 17th

we moved into position behind a stone wall adjoining the road.
All were armed wiih rifles. We were extended over a
distance of about 300 y?r@s. We took up our positions
before daybreak, by which time three mines had been laid on
the road along our frontage by the members of the local
company. Although we remained 1in position until darkness
set in, the expected enemy convoy from Kinsale did not
travel, so we were all withdrawn to billets in the area

where we remained next day.

During the night of March 18th the column moved across
the main Cork - Bandon road to Ballyhandle in Crossbarry
area. T was billeted with a number of others in Beasley's
farmhouse. Christy O'Connell was 1n charge of my section.
Sentries were posted and scouts were sent out. It was now
well after midnight, All sections of the column were alerted
about 2.30 a.n. We were paraded before the 0/C (Tom Barry),
whol 1nformed us that large enemy forces were raiding in the
are; and that we were taking up ambush positions op the
0ld Cork-Bandon road at Crossbarry. The colum was

divided into seven sections under the following section leaders

Chris. 0'Connell, Sedn Hales, John Lordan, Mick Crowley,
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Pete Kearney, Denis Lordan, and Tom Kelleher. All sections
were allocated to positions north of the Cork-Bandon road
where the road ran east to west. for a distance of
approximately seven hundred yards. The sections under Sedn
Hales, John Lordan, Pete Kearney, Mick Crowley took up .
positions behind the roadside fence and in the farmyards of
the Harold and Beasley families. The sections under Christy
0'Connell and Denis Lordan were allocated to positions on
the western and eastern flanks respectively. Thp strength
of each secition was about a dozen. All were armed with rifles.
Two mines were laid in the road - one at each end of the main
position occupied by the four sections extended aiong the
roadside fence and the two farmyards. I should have
mentioned that the seventh section, under Tommie Kelleher,
took up a position on high ground to the rear of yhe main

position to cover any chance of surprise from that direction.

When Chrasty O0'Connell's section to which ; was attached,

reported to colurm H.Q. I was sent with another man, whose

name I cannot recollect, to take up a position on high ground
about 200 yards west of Beasley's farmyard, where we were

to act as outposts until the sections had taken up their
positions. We then returned to Christy O‘Connellgs section
which was holdaing a position on high grouﬁd gbout 100 yards
west and a little to the rear of the section occupying the
western end of the main position. We were under éover of a

low fence and were facing west.

All sections were i1n position sbout 5,30 a.m. and we
settled down to wait for some evidence of activity by the
enemy forces which were reported to be closing 1n on the
area. It nust have been close on 8 a.m when we saw a long
line of lorries moving along the road from the west. When
the three leading lorries in this convoy had passed into the

main ambush position, they were fired on by the men in the
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malin position, The other lorries in the convoy halted
immediately. I should have mentioned that, from our position
on the western flank, we could not see what was happening in
the main position. Our section (Christy O'Connell's} now
opened fire on three or four lorries which we could see on
the road, but in order to do so we had to leave the cover of
the fence and move into the open field. The enemy returnedl
our fire for about ten minutes and then withdrew from our
view. At this stage all firing ceased. The main body now
burned the three lorries which were within the main position,
as all the occupants who had not been killed or wéunded
had now retired to the south, Amongst the booty captured
was a Lewls gun with a good éupply of ammunition, and sbout
a dozen rifles. Our section still remained in position
on the western flank. 1

The collection of the spoils and the destruction
of the enemy transport had only been completed wheq there was
an outburst of fire on the eastern flank where Denis Lordan's
section were stationed, Whep the engagement on this flank -

with an enemy party south of %he road - had gone on for some

minutes the enemy withdrew.

At this s@age an enemy party to the number of about
twenty were observed i1n the fields about 200 yards away on
our front. On ghe instructions of the Section Commander
(Christy 0'Connell) we opened fire on this party, which
withdrew hurriedly without reﬁlying to our fire. '

The next enemy attack came from the north where Tom
Kelleher's section were holding the covering position to the
rear. Reinforcements were despatched to this section by the

0/C (Tom Barry), but the enemy had been driven off before

the reinforcements reached the position.
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With the exception of our section and Tom Kelleher's,
all others were now called in and the main body withdrew in a
north westerly direction. Vihen Tom Kelleher's men, who had
been the last in action, had been withdrawn from their position

we joined the main body.

I forgot to mention earlier that when the attack opened
there was a burst of music on the bagpipes, played by Florrie
Begley, from the rear of the main position. He continued to
play until the cease fire. He was, I think, in position in
Harold's farmyard where the Column 0/C (Tom Barry) had set up

his headquarters.

A

The column was now formed into column of sections,
flankers were thrown out, and we began a march across country.
Shortly after we had begun to move away from Crossbérry area
a small body of enemy troops was observed in the distance.

We were now halted and ordered to fire three rounds per msn at
this party. The enemy now scattered and the column again

formed into colummn of route and marched away to Gurranereigh -a

distance of about sixteen miles - where we billeted that night.

The enemy casualties i1n the engagement at Crossbarry
were never known, We lost three men killed (Peter lionghan,
Jerh. O'Leary, Con Daly) and two wounded (Dan Corcoran and Jim

Crowley).

Next day while in Gurranereigh we heard that bharlie
Hurley (Brigade 0/C) had been killed on the morning of
Crossbarry {(March 19th 1921) in an effort to break through a
party of military which surrounded the house 1in whichlhe was
billeted at Ballymurphy. The column remained in Gurranereigh
area until the night of March 21st, when we moved to Ahiohlll.
We billeted here until the night of the 22nd, when we travelled

to Mounteen., We then moved to Clogagh where the body of
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Charlie Hurley lay in the local parish church. We buried
Charlie about 2 a.m. on March 23rd, and the Columm 0O/C (Tom Barry)
having fired a shot.over his grave we returned to billets in
Mounteen, As the men with the column from Clogagh Company

were now in their home area we were instructed to remain there.
These men were: Daniel O'Donovan (witness)}, Michael Donovan,

Patk. Dempsey and Dan Donovan,

In addition to these activities with the column
I was engaged more or less full time - as were all avallable
memberg of Clogagh Company - on the cutting of enemy lines of
communication, digging trenches, demollsﬂlng bridges, raising

rallway lines during the spring of 1921.

Towards the end of April, 1921, a section of the Brigade
Column under Sedn Hales was-billeted in the Clogagh area.
Information was received that a party of military were to travel
by train between Couftmacsherry and Ballinascartihy. It was
decirded to endeavour to ambush this force. Positions were
taken up on the railway embankment a short distance from
Timoleague Railway Station by the men of the column reinforced
by men from Ballinadee, Timoleague, and Clogagh Companies.
I was one of a party of six to the rear of the main attacking
party. We were on high ground and were to act as a covering
party in the event pf a forced withdrawal by the main body.
When the train arrived at the ambush position there were no
military on board, so the men from the column withdrew to billetls

and the men from the local units returned to their home areas.

On May 10th 1921 I paid a short visit to my home. I had
only left and was on my way into the adjoining company area
when I ran into a section of Major Percival's columm and was taken
prisoner. After short periods of detention in Bandon, Kinsale,
Victoria Barracks, Cork, and Cork Gaol, I was eventually removed

to Spike Island Internment Camp where I was detained until July 11t

t
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I was now transferred to the Internment Camp at Bere

Island, where I was held until the general release of prisoncrs

followiﬁg the signing of the Treaty on Deceniber 6th 1921.

M& rank at the Truce - O/C Clogagh Company, ﬁéndon

Battalion, Cork 111 Brigade, I.R.A.

at the Truce was about 80.

Witness: %rkmb%

(Investigaior).

The strength of the company

Signed: EMM

Date: JD'I[/M /19‘572
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