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STATEMENT BY THOMAS P. WATERS, E
|
|

I am a native of Bantry, Co. Cork. Some't ime

5., Harbour Hill, Cobh. Co. Cork.

early in the year 191l I happened to be attending a G.A.A.
|

meeting in & hall known as The Griandin in Cork Qity,-

when I got into conversation with two men from C&rk who
were discussing the formation of tne Volunteers ﬂn the city.
One of these men was Seéan O'Sullivan, Adjutant of] the Cork
City Battalion, Irish Volunteers. As a resultiof the
convention, I decided to get a Volunteer companyiln Bantry,

|
and on returning there I commenced to get to wor; on the job.

|
At this time, Co. Cork was in the hands of two

national factions. In West Cork, William O'Brl%n had a’
very large following, while the Reduondites (supﬁorters of
John Redmond, the leader of the Irish Party in the British
House of Commons), who opposed the O'Brienites, were treated
1 2 most hateful fashion similar to that wihich #@ read

vwes being handed out at that time to the Jews 1nlother
countries. Arthur Griffith saved a few of us 1ﬂ Bantry
from this scourge of factionism, mainly through ﬂhe columns
of his newspaper, "Nationality'. When I thank back on

the work of Griffath during this period, all I can say

is that he showed us we had a country worth flghﬁlng for

and that the factionism by Wnich wWe were surrounded was not

nationality at all.

\
I organised a Volunteer company in Bantry. It

could scarcely be called a company. A section would,
|
numerical strength was only about a dozen men. I was in

parhaps, be a better description, seeing that our
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cherge. Ye had very little arms - a few shotguns at the

most - but we felit capable of carryinzy out Eoin MacNeill's
instructions "to' take charge of the local R.I.C." when

1
the occasion arose,

When the Great War broke out in 191, we éaw all
the so-called respectable people of the tcwn lining up on
the side of England. In the eyes of these peopie, we
of tha Volunteers could not be considered respecﬁable.
After all, our sisters did not knit socks or colﬁect €Eg25
for the "boys™ from the locality who joined the %Pltlsh
army, lured on by the tale that they were fightlﬂg for the
freedom of small nations. Even some of the cleﬁgy joined
in a recruiting campaign with the local landlord% Leigh
Wnite, whose ancestors achieved fame by their acﬂlve
opposition to the French military force which lanhed in

Irefand in 1798.
|
This was the situation in Bantry town during the

early years of the 191,-18 war, and, I might addﬂthe cowtry

' 1mpressed

by the loyal respecteabls shopxeepers. As an exauple of

neople were very little better. They, too, were

.
the lack of national spirit in tne people at tnls}tlme,

I remember one day talking tc a young farmer and ?xplalnlng
t¢ him why he shculd join the Volunteers. I poxéted out
that the war, in which England was then in the thrbes,

would give us a chance to strike a bLlow for freede.

The young farmer listened very attentively to WhaF I hed

to say and, when I had finished, put to me this qﬁestlon:—
"I wonder, Tom, wWill this war affect the price ofloats?m
This fairly typifies the general attitude of the Lountry man

t

to things national pricr to the 13136 Rising.



|
In West Corlk, the nearest Voluntezr compaﬂles vare
in Bellirgeary, about *wenty miles to ths north,iand in
Dunmanway, eizhteen nmiles south west. Practlcaily all
West Cork was dead, so far as Ireland was concerﬁed,

except for the factionism to which I have alrecady referred.
|
|
The training activities of our small company 1n

Bantry consisted chiefly in drill.ng and practice wlth a

[{}]

|
.22 rifle. We usually met about twice 2 week. | Th
chief, and indeed the most pleasant activity wasiour
attendance at British army recruiting meetings, HecLllng
the speakers and askang awkward (for them) questﬂons
regarding the rights of small nations, for whlch|Britain
was supposed to be so solicitous at that partlcu%ar time,
It might not be out of place Lo record an amus;né incident
which occurred at one of these recruiting meetlnés. Home
on lsave from the Britisn army was a young mail fﬂom
Inchigeela in West Ccrk by the name of Mike C'Leary.
He had been awarded the Victoria Cross 1n recognﬁtlon of his
valour in action against the Germens and wes beiﬂg used by

|
the Eraitish as bait to encourage other young meni

tc join
the Bratash forces, hence his appearance on recrdlting
platforms. At the mesting in question, like O'Leary's
father was on the platfcerm, and when the poor maﬁ was put
fornmard to speak he did his best to warn his llsvgners

of tne terrible conseguences which would befall %reland

if the Germans were victcrious. He concluded hl% réemarks
by telling us that i1f the Germans came Lo Irelan&, they
sould do here what the British dzd in days gone b%.
Doubtless he was pleased with the terrific cheser which

greeted this feux pas, of which he was blissfully unaware.

1
1
I
i
\
I
I
1
|
!
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t was, I think, late in tne year 1915 when we

attended a Volunteer parade in Cork City. There we were
addressed by Sean MacDermott, as. well as by some}otnars.
He made a great impression on us. He was so dlfferent in
appearance and in what he had to say when comparéd with
those 0ld fogies who claimed to be Ireland's leaéers.

We returned home happy at having ssen and heard %hat great

little man MecDermott. It was jJust the tonic we needed.

Easter, 1916:

|
t
|
|
|

On Easter Sunday, 1916, I mobilised the fcllowing men
for whatever duty we were called upon to perform{ - Ralgph
Keyes, MNichael (Sonny) O'Donovan, Mick Hurley, Jéhn
0'Sullivan (cooper), Dan kacBwiney, lkark O'Sullivan,

Chraisty Walsh, Dan C'Regan, Alec lMcCarthy, Murt,iJohn and
Patsy 0'Sullivan, three brothers from Pearsonsbridge.

I was in charge of the party. My instructions @ere Lo
contact the men from Ballingeary, who were 1in ch#rge of Sean

Q'Hegarty, later 0/C of Cork No. 1 Brigade.

We left Bantry on bicycles beflore noon. :Fe were
badly armed, having only a .32 revolverw and a f%w shotzuns.
We reachad the village of Kealk:il esbout seven orlelght mlles
north east of Bantry, Where ve met up with O"Heg%rty and
nis party. Sefn told me to take my men back to}Bantry,
2s there was nothing doing. I did so, and for tﬁe remainder
of that fateful Easter Weex received no further instructions
as to what action we should take,

I would like to state here that We would have been
proud to have soldiered w1£h C'Hegarty as leader.{ We knew
rim to have an outstanding nation2l outlook and tb have
already suffered from British oppression even at that early

stags in the struggle for freedcm.
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|
On our return to Bantry, we had to put up With a
zrest deal of insults from those people who considered
themselves respectable. Dastrict Inspector Crulse of the
R.I.C., who was in charge in the Bantry district,! made no
arrests. We were simply ignored and insulted.
|
Following the Rising, when the leaders Weﬂ

Dublin, a great wave of what I would call uysteria svept Une

e shot 1n

distraict. The Volunteer section (it was no mor% than that)

became a strong company and, strangely enough, electad
|
none of tne pre 1916 members as officers. The shownen,

|
with grand green uniforms, were now 1n charge. T renember

|
being 1a the ranks one day with my friend Ralph Keyes

|
and remarking to him that war would scon put these showmen

in thear place. How true my words turnsd out tao be
|
sybsequently. N '

I left Bantry late in 1917 to Work at my %rade as an
electrician i1n Passage Docks in Passage West, Coﬁk.
I started at once to organise the Volunteers 1in ﬁochestown,
Passage West, Shenbally and Carrigaline in South East Cork.

This district was dead netionally speaking, and if the

|

1915 Rising was heard of at all (Whicn, of course, 1t was),
l

very little heed was taken of the sacralices mad% and the

objects for which those who fought in the Rising zave
their lives. The fevi sections I got together hére and
there were attached to the 2nd Battalion in Cork101ty.
The Battalion 0/C at the time was, to the best of my

recollection, a man named Scanlan who worked in ﬁhe
|

wholesale firm of Ogilvie and Koore in Cori.

I continued like this for sowe months, and one day
. ) |
in the course of my work I happened to be un the house of
lir. Craig, sub-manager Passags Docks, vhen along came the

|
]
|
I
'
i
|
|
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|
local sergeant of the R.I.C., a man named Storey.' He

asiked me to account for my movements since I left;Bantry.

I refused to tell him anything, and asked him wes' I a
|

ticket-of-leave man. I was sacked the following, day.

1
The management weren"t going to make 1t e=asy for Fe to

continue organising somethins they hated. The electrical
|

trades union, of wnich I was a member, never raised a
nurpur at my unjust dismissal but proceeded 1nste?d to 211
my job by another member. Some of these union officials

|
became very republican in their outloock afterwvards.

|

If I wanted to continue 1in the diastrict asEan
unpaid Volunteer organiser, I had to get a job ofisome sort
there. I did get fixed up as a labourer and worked (and

organised) for some months until I got tipped off that I
!

was to be arrested by the R.I.C. for jllegal drllilng.
|
4s things were getting hot, I decided to get out of Co. Cork,

so I made my way to Belfast, where I arrived early in the

year 1918. In ny lodgings there, I met a Cork man

who got me a job as a navvy buildingz the Aldergrove aercdrome
|

1

. i

I wasn' very long in Belfast until I made contact

outside Belfast.

vith O'Donovan Rossa hurling and football club. IThis club
was founded by SeAn O0'Sullivan of Kealxil, Bantry{ and was
the centre of all Volunteer activities in Belfast!  Soon

I became a member of *B" Company of tne Belfast Battalion,
w¥here I met. as fine a lot of lads as could be found in
Ireland. dloysius ("Wish™) Fox was. tne Company Qaptain
in charge of from forty to fifty men. Amongst tﬁe me.nbars
Was. another West Cork man named Jerry Hurley, tneq, like

myself, working in Belfast. Hurley returned latdr to Basy

Corlk, where he was i1n charge of the active service unit in



that area and carried out many very successful attacks on
|

Britaish forces and R.I1.C. barracks. Be was killed in

action early in 1921 near hidleton, Co. Cork. %fter sorne

wonths in'B' Company, 1 was eppointed one of theiLieutenants.

|
]

¥Yihile in Belfast I learned that revolversjcouli be
bought from Italian i1ce cream merchants in tne ciiy.
I cannot be sure where these men got the guns, but I rather
think they got them from sailors off boats comln% n to
Belfast. At any rate, I was able to purchase séme
and had the pleasure of handiag them over to Tad?g Manly,
an East Cork Volunteer and now a mewber of D&il Zireann.
Possibly Jerry Burley, wWho was a great frisnd of:Tadhg,
told him that he could g2t some guns 1in Belfast.t However,
Tadhg returned to Cork with about half a dozen precious
revolvers and ammunition. The guns were later used by
Manly and Hurley (wath others) in the first succ%ssful
barrack attack in Ireland, viz. the attack on Carrigtwohill,

Co. Cork, R.I.C. barracks, which was taken by aSﬁault by

men of the Lith Battalion (East Cork), Cork Mo. 1 Brizade,

|
I had got a job in the famous shipping yard of
|

Harland and Wolfe, Belfast, and during my work Iibecame

2arly in January, 192C.

friendly with an Orangemen there. [He was a nat#ve of
Hollywood, Co. Down. ter mach beating around;the bush,

he promised to get me some Steyr rifles at a certain price.
These rifles were dumped in Hollywood after being

imported from Germany some years previously by E&ward Carson,
the Ulster Volunteer leader =zad politician. Thg iew rifiles
I was able to get, I sent them by Jackie Q'Leary of

Donoughmore, Co. Cork, to the Cork No. 1 Erigade. He, too,

was Yorking at darland and Wolfe's then. Jackle was

|
|
\
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|
aftervards a Battalion O/C in West Cork and had charge of

|
the Dripsey ambusih - where a number of ocur men were

b

1

captured.

A Mrs, Lindsay and her chauffeur were executed by
|
the I.R.A. for their part in giving information to the

|
British of tne whereabouts of ocur lads on the occasion 1in

question. i
\

The burning of inccme tax offices 1n Belfast kept

|

us busy for a while until some time early in 1929,
when I went with Commandant Joe McKelvey to help the Co.

|

|

Down men in an attack on Crossgar Barracks. !
|

Attack on R.I.C. barracks at Crossgar, Co. Down: |
1

Crossgar 1s about eighteen miles south of \Belfast.
The barracks was in the middle of a row of houses in the
village street. It was a two-storied building ﬁith a
slated roof and had a garrison of eight or ten R.I.C. men.
The plan of attack was tc enter the two houses a%goinlng
the barracks and,, having rewoved the occupants té a placs
of safety, explode a charge of gelignite agalnstéthe
dividing valls, We hoped to effect an eatry into the

barracks from botn sides through the holes made by the

explosions.

3

I left Belfast at night in a motor driveniby Seé&n
Leonard, a Sligo man. With me In the car were Aloysius ("Wish"
Fox, Joe lcKelvey, Roger MeCorley, - O'Brien an& Andy Furlong

a Wexford man. Near Crossgar we met the Co. Down men.
!
These men were armed with rifles or shotguns aand were
!

placed in houses overlooking the R.I.C. barracks.
|
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|
It was vary late at night when we entared ithe village

and proceed=d to evacuate the inhabitants of the t'7o houses
already mentioned. This was no easy Jjob, as caﬁe had to
be taken not to alert the R.I.C. to what was happ%ﬂlng.

In fact, the police did 'get wise' bafore we tried }o breach
the walls, "and they proceeded to throw grenades oﬁt into
the street and to send up Verey lights. Wie procgeded wWith
the job of exploding the gelignite, and when the Pust hed
cleared we discovered that the hole 1in the wall on the side
of which I was was not big enough to allow us 1ntb tne
barrack building even one at a time. On ths far;51de of

* the barracks to us the explosion was also 1nsuff1?1ent to
allow any of our lads in through the small hole mﬁde.

We now decided to throw bottles of paraffin in th?ough the
aperture and tried to set fire to the barracks. ;Thls alsc
was not a success. Unfortunately, we nad not a %adder

available to help us geat on to the roof, where we' could

have removed slates and fired the Larracks from that position.
x

Meanwhils, our men across the street kept up a steady
fire on the barracks. The R.I.C. replied Vlgorobsly with
rifles and grenades. I understand that tvwoe R.I.E. men were
shot 1n these exXchanges. It was ncw fairly ev1d?nt that
our chances of taking the barracks by assault wer% negligible.
Upwards ol threz hours had passed since we first %ntered tne
village, and we were 1n grave danger of mseting uﬁ W1tﬁ
enemy reinforcements, with whom we could not poss#bly cope
as our ammunition was practically exhausted. Daybrezak wzs
approaching when Joe McKelvey ordered a general r%tlrement
from the village. As I got on to the street with those men
1n the house, we had to run the gauntlet of grinades being

|
thrown out by the R.I1.C. garrison. W= ascaped injury
1

I
I
|
|
]
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and McKelvey, Fox, MeCorley, O'Brien and furlong and I sat out
on foot for Belfast, eighteen miles distent, which we reached

safely.

|

|
Here I rmst pay traibute to Lecnard, who drove us
from Belfast. When we got to Crossger, I told him to go
back immediately to Belfast in case he would be missad

1
aad suspected of being engaged in the Crossgar esttack.
' \
He refused tc do se, saying he woulé rcemain on*until the
|
fun started®™, - Later on 1n the year he was capiyred and

santenced to death in cornection with the shocting of
District Inspector Svanzy of the R.I.C. 1in Lisbuﬁn.
Swanzy was the man who led the R.I.C. pang vho mdrdered
Lord Mayor Tomas MeCurtein in Cork in Kareh, 192@.
Luckily for Lezonard, the truce of July, 1921, saJed ham
from execution. I believe he 15 now alive and ﬁell in
hi1s native Co. 3ligo. Hc was a brave man. I
Attemnt to raid Kilroot kilitary Camb: L

My next venture with the Eelfast men was ﬁn an
attempted raid for arms cn Kilrcot militery camp 'outside
Ballymena, Co. Antrim. Joe MNcKelvey was 1n charée of our
party, whaich vas armed with revolvers. A local %oldler
told us that ths camp would be easy to capture, ahd of'f 2red

to act as our guraide.

We went in two motor cars at night to Kilrbot.
I immediately climbed & telegraph pole and cut th% Wires,
and when I got to thz ground McKelvey told me that our
soldier guide was bacling out of his promise to us.
Some mewbers of the garrison, including the offlcér in
charge, had meanwnile been held prisoners by our ;ads, who
caught the soldiers as they were returning to camp.

From these we lesarned tha‘® there was nmere than the guard

on duty and that we would have no hope of taking the place
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1
|
i

bty surprise. In view eof this informat:ion, but more

particularly because of the defection of our scldier guide,

I
1t ¥as decided to call off the job. . We then reﬁurned by

motor to Belfast, bringing the camp O/C witn us. Ve tied

hiz up and left him in 2 ditch near Belfast, where he was

found next day unharmed. I remember that the newsparpers
|

next day reported the affair as being a schoolboy, prank.
|

It would never do 5o admit that they were very near to
|

losing an armed camp. |
The police in Belfast were now very active on by

|
track, so I decided to accept an invitation from :led

|
O'Leary of Nenagh, Adjutant of the Tipperary No. :l Brigade,

[
to take up a Job in Nenagh, Co. Tipperary. I qut to

|

I'enagh about June or July, 1920, and obtained a position
\

as electrician #ith the Urban District Council, Who were

then installing electric light in Nenagh for the first tine.
I

I was to spread the light in anothsr sense too. | I did my
\

best to act the part of a hard-working, respectable man by

day, when under the eyes of the R.I.C. At night, of course,
I hed the usual Volunteer work to do. !

In October, 1920, when Terry lacSwiney ofiCork died
on hunger-strike in Erixton gaol, we deciced thaé some of
thz loezl R.I.C. should pay the penalty tco. Aé R.I.C. man
from Cork - licCarthy by name - was shot at and wéunded in
Nenegh one night, and late on the nignt of the sﬁooting
the Blacx and Tan murder gang railded my digs looﬁlng for me.
I was actually on my way to my digs at the time, (When the
prayers of someone directed me elsewhere and saved me from
certain death. The murder gang Were strangers 1n denagn
and did not know the son of the house, Who happened to te
the same build as myself. They took him out toisnoot him,
but his British war service medals (he was an exisoldler}

saved him. ‘
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b

After this, I cculd rno longer act the respectable
citizen, and as the active service unit was theﬁ‘belng formed
(about October, 1920} I became a member. |
i

Ned O'Leary of Wenagh was 0/C of the 4A.5.U.

It comprised about thirty men armed with rifles %nd
revolvers. The names of the column, as it was %alled,
vere, so far as I can now remember, as follovs: ; Ned
CGvLeary, 0/C, Jack COtLeary, Nenagh, (a Killarney:man) who
died of wounds received in action, Eddie John Ryén, Nenegh,
Jo: Starr and Pat Starr (killed in actaon 1n Lim%rlck) of
Nenagh, Paddy Ryan Lacken, later a T.D. who refuéed to
enter the D31l with de Valera and vent to the U.%.A. 1 1932,
Mickx Kennedy and Tom LcGrath from Newport, Co. T%pperary,
Mick Vaughan, Killaloe, Paddy CO'Brien, Silvermines,

Jack Harty, Toomevara, Hugh Kelly, Joe Liffey, Jack
Collison, Jer Larkin, Tim Gleeson, Paddy Kennedy% Joe
Mannion, all from Moneygall, Mick Brophy, Ned Quinlan,
Robert Powell, Ned Maher, all from Roscrea, HNed Davorer,

b

Mick Joyce, Lorrha, Seén Glennon, Lorrha, Jim Deﬁaney,

Toomevara (killed in action), and myself. |

|

We moved from place to placs, billeting in tne
houses of the country people. To me 1t seemed % lot of
useless trotting around. Wa never seem2d to ma#e contact
with the enemy. I attributed this chiefly to odr poor
intelligence service, but as time went on I learﬂed that a

\
few of our aintellagence officers were inclined to give us

|
misleading information on the movement of enemy QOrces in
our area. I ascertained that the reascn for thfs was
the desire on the part of some of tﬁe 1ntelligenﬁe offacers
to remove the probabls scens of action from dlstﬂlcts in
which relatives of theirs resided and who might QQ the
subject of drastic reprisals by the enemy if he was attacked

|

by us in those particular districts. :
|



anbush at Latteragh. Co. Tippsrary:

Our first ambush was at Latteragh, a district between
Borricsoleigh and Nenagh. The pericd was before 'Christmas,
1920. We had been lying 1n walt many times 1n Qne hope
of engzaging lorries of British soldiers coming fﬁom or
going to the town of Nenagh. One evening as dusk was falling,
twvo lorries with military approached our p031tloﬁ behind
hedzes on the roadsids. We opened fire with rlﬁles and
shotguns. The soldiers replied to our fire w1tﬁ rifles and
Lachine-guns. Unfortunately we weren't 1ucky‘eﬂough to get
the drivers of the lorries, with the result that!tne conveoy

got safely through with but a few casualties. :
|
|
1

Ned O'leary was in charge of this aflair, His

I
cbject vas to capture arms and ammunition rather than

inflict casualties, but as tne enery force had che on us

unexpectedly we had no time to prepare road-blocks to halt

the lorries, which would enable us to do a much better job.
|

Ambush at Xilcommon., Co. Tipperary:

It was, I think, late in the month of December, 1920,

|
when the ceolumn was in the district of Xilcommon, about
' |
four or five miles north of Upperchurch and closé to the
|

border of Co. Limerick. The weathar was intensely cold,

with heavy frost and ice everywhere. We lay 1n{ambush for

long periods awalting & patrol of Black and T=ns which

|
occasionally left the barracks at Kilcommon. A5 this patrcl

invariably went by different roads, the column was divided

|
on this particular morning, one sect.ion Laking ug a position
on & mountain road, whiilst I, with abovrt esight mgn, nlus a

few local Volunteers, wernt on to the main road, where ve

\
took cover behind the ditches lining the road. We spent

1 -
a perishing morning there, in frost and 1ice, andlwere namb
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with the cold wvhen scouts reporved that the eneny patrol
was approaching cur position. 1 had previous t§ this
detailed two of tne column men, larkin ancd Meaghér, with
tv'o local wen, to a position near a house up thefroad,

vitn iastructions to a2llow the patrol to pass tném and conme

|
on into the ambush position which I and the others held.

In the event of the Tans trying to return back tﬁe road

when they came under fire from my section, it would be tne

duty of Larkin and Leagher to prevent this. |
Iventually the patrol came along, to the #umber of
ebout six or eignt so far as I remember. When it reached
my position, we open=d fire with rifles at about 'tventy or
\
tnirty yards range and knocked out at least half 'tne party.

I
The others scattered into the adjoining fields. | We crept

up by the datch and got on to the road where the Tans lay,
soie wounded, some dead. e ccllected about siﬁ rifles
and a large quantity of ammunition. I had a faizxst-aid
outf1t and tended to the wWounded Tans as best I éould,
bandaging up their wounds and pouring in 1od1ne.i A
Constable Bundy, who was badly wounded, had a considerable

|
R |
sum of money on him wnen 1 searched him. He appealed to

me not to take the money. I had no notion of délng s0,

andi told him that. I took his gun and ammunltlén, and also
a pair of handcuffs he nad waith him. The latter I still
have as a souvanir of the occasion. s regardsithe money ,
we had orders later on to take any we found on c&ptured

soldiers or police, as 1n many of their raids on homes of

paople they robbed money and valuablss. |

|
l
The ambush at Kilcommon gave us some nice rifles
and mmch needed auwminition, and after this I gotito know

that tnese lads of the Tipperary Ko. 1 Brigade Flying Column

were as faine a bunch of lads as could be found anywhere.
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One of them, Paddy Ryan (Lacken),was an outstanding DA .

The Brigade Staff were, however, what might be termed very

careful men, too careful (over cautious) for the type of

work which .'e had to do. Indeed, they gavs the}column
|

In the spring of 1921, I was asked by Mick NeCormack

very little help or guidance.

to join the staff of the Division which was then: being
formed. I decl:zned, as I covld not see any point in
becoming a staff officer and just looking wWise wnen there

|
yias so mach other work of a mors active nature tg be done.

In late March, 1921, we vere in the Moneygall district
and I had made 2n appointment with s dentist in ﬁoneygall
for Sefn O'Leary from our column Who was sufferlég badlys
from a toothache at the time. The appointinent %as for
Easter Sunday, 27th March, 1921. Five of us - Jog Mangan,
Eddie John Byan, - Ryan (Kilmallock), Seén O'Leaﬁy and
ryself set out for lioneygall. I remember teiling {'Leary
that Moneygall was 2 busy spot for Tans and mlllﬁary ard,
for that reascn, we would not go armed 1nto the G;llage
in case we might create trouble for tne dentist or his
farily if, perhaps, we were seen going to his hoqse
and would have to shoot 1t out 1f the enemy atteqpted to
capture any of us. Wle therefore walked unarmedialong
the road towards loneygall, when suddenly we walked right

+

into a couple of lorries of Auxiliaraies. Three 'of the

lads jumped the ditch on the right-hand side of the road
and got away, whilst Sedn O'Leary and I got over Fhe ditch
on the left-hand side and made acrocss a field. [ire

was opened on us and I fell, shot in the hip. O'leary
also fell, badly wounded. The Auxies came up onlus and
some of them wanted to fainish us off. Ii' tney h?d found

what I had in my pocket, they certainly would have finished
|



me off. Some time nreviously I was down near the Shannon
in a disused hcuse. Pulling out a drawer, I foﬁnd several
sets of artaficial teeth. I had these with me to take to
the dentist in Moneygall in case he might be ablﬁ to use
tnem on Seén Q'leary. If the Auxies had found them, they

might easily have thought I had tsken them from the bodies

of their comrades killed in Kilcommon. |

To give the devil his due, the Auxies gavé us fairst-aid
treatment and pub us 1n‘one of their lorries. % was in
terrible agony. I remember poor O'leary saylng;to ne,

"I ap worse than you, don"t be moanlnrr“'.° Both éf us

were bleeding profusaly. ¥le viere draven to Nen%gh R.I.C.
barracks, where the lorries halted. Cne R.I.C.:man, a
Wexford man nzmed Kane, when he saw us said, "You b----- 5,
we got you at last™, We were thea taken to Neuagh
Workhouse hospatal, where a nun named Sister Eliﬁabeth tooﬁ
us over. She orderecd the soldiers out of the w%rd and
thea sent for Dr. Courtney of Nenaga, who dresse& our
wounés. Sein O'Leary died from his wounds and éhen I heard
I was to be moved to Limerick. However, Dr, Coﬁrtney
explained to the military offaicer that I couldn"t be moved

|
bzcause of my condition. In fact, there was no1hope of my

living.

After some days I noticed that an R.I.C. %ergeant

named Flannery, a native of Mayo I think, calledito se& hou

I was getting on. I thank he had to report on my

1
condition daily, with a visw to my transfer to lamerack

1if I showed signs of improvemsnt. I must pay tribute to
this man by stating that he continued to report that my

condition was bad when, ir fact, I was making prﬁgress
slowly. :

I
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While I was 1n i{he hospital, I was delignted to
raceive a visit one day from the late lost Reverend Dr.
Fozarty, Bisnop of Killaloe. I remember asklng%hlm, mWVall

I die?", and his reply, "No, Tom, you won't". The Bishon's

visit and his words of encouragearent bucked ne u%

tremendously and I continued to improve,

|
I was transferred to Dublin after the Truce of
1

July, 1921, where after seversl operations 1 had |three
inches taken off my leg and found myself on crutches.
liy hurlinz and foottall days were over and 1 waslunable to
wori. . &

|

To conclude, I would like to refer to the attitude

of our n=tive governmant to 1ts wounded soldiers. No

i
attempt was mede to train mwen disabled as I was i
for suitable employment, and their pension schemé 15 1in
the Patrack Sheehan scale (a Craimean var veteran wWuo,
accordingz tc an old bzllad, vas avarded g dlsablément
pension of a penny & day). It would appear tnaﬁ the
aupber of casualties 1u our ranks were too few td concerrn
the differert politicai factions. Suen 1s the Qratltude
cf all governmsnis to their wounded scldaers. 411 I can

|
claim for my long service is tnat I did my best, &nd nc

nan can do wore,. I thank God to be a2live still.

|
|
-
Slgned#mw /44);»6/7
|
Date: 205 Uire d 19
A x |

|
Witness: K e it _

Fd
(Investigator)
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