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4‘@ GUREAU OF MILITARY KISTORY 1913-21

BURC STAYRE MILEATA 1013-21

(I ?\ No. W.S. /572

>Q\> STATEMENT BY PADRAIG § CATHAIN (PATRICK KANE),

Castlecomer Road, Kilkenny.

Brief teétimony of Pddraig O Cathdin (Patrick
Kane)who was Adjutant of Carlow Brigade in
1921, and now, in December 1356, is the only
survivor of the then Brigade Staff.

PRELIMINARY

This 1s the most difficult job I have ever had.
I am now sixty-two years of age, and have a defective
memory in cgnsequence of a road accident over two yeAars
Ag0. In addition, with the passage of time and the
passing out of old comrades, many things and incidents,

which I should normally remember, are lost to me.

I was born in the townland of Ratherogue in the
parish of Tianryland, Carlow, a few miles south—eaét of
Carlow town, on 21st February, 1895. My father, who
lived into his advanced 80's, was one of a large family
of an evicted tenant from the Carlow-Wicklow border.

My mother wasM ary Smullen - still alive, thank God,
in.hér advanced 80's - and her father was a member of

the Fanlan organisation.

I went to the local national school at Tinryland
where, in turn, I had two excellent prineipals, Tom
Kennedy and Pat Shine. The former was a wiry, cultured
little athlete from Tullow, County Carlow, and the
latter was a similar type from Macroom. I was not a
good pupil, nor were any of my school mates. We all

had outstanding merits as mitchers and home-work
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' ldodgers, but I managed to collect enough knowledgel to

. 1
secure, first place in a post office clerks' open

. l
competition in 1912, after which I was employed in.
. !
Carlow, for several years. :
' 1

[}

'Home Rule and its controversies were in the air
at thio time, and I naturally became interested, b&t I
was more interested in athletics, Gaelic football and
the language movement. In 1913 I was inducted into
the-Hib?rnian organisation by an old palnting contr?ctor
who waslborn in the Cowty Tyrone. He lived and worked
in Carlow. ~He did not stay long in the Hiberniansi—
nor didiI. 1 soon got sick and sore of thelir secret
signs, oefore—and-after-meeting-prayers, and their
wangling and placa-hunting |

I was in the National Volunteers in 1913/191h
and a member of my local company which was then dril;ed
by a competent reserve sergeant, named O'Brlen, who was
killed at Hons. The old painting contractor, Patrick
Donoghue, left the Hibernlans too, and was later the |

local head-centre of the Irish Republican Brotherhood.

when the Parliamentarians sold the Volunteers }n
191l;, I refused to attend a parade which was reviewed
hy a blg Unionist and estate owner, who was a British:
army reeervist with the rank of major, as wall as 8 |
Catholic priest and who later saw the light, mended his
ways,.and?nenﬂered good service to the nation. He w;ll

1
be referréed to at a later stage.

That parade, at which all the men were advised

: i

and persuaded to join the British army and fight for !
someone eise‘s king and country, finished my associatibn

with the National Volunteers. !

1
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"A few weeks later, I was detailed to a tsleéraph‘
statioo at Aghado. Rostellan, on the south of Cobh3
harbour. I. spant some ﬁime there, and, as the staiion'
served a big military camp, I learned s good deal about
militdry organjsation, signalling by land and sea,

communications and codes and ciphers.

This brings me to 1917 when, back in my. home
County, I Joiped the Volunteers again, and was quickly

detailed to intelligence and communications dutiesl.

. At this stage, I am enclosing a map, Showinh the
set-up of the Carlow brigade in July, 1921, and the
rest of my narretive must, of necessity, be writtep

round it. (SEE OVERLEAF.) =
| J

I was, for a while, on the strength of A. Company
{Carlow). and was later included in B. Company (Hurney).

I kept a watchful eye on all police and army -

communications by telegraph, telephone and post, but
nothing much happened. The organisation of the f
Volunteers and Sinn Pdin went ahead. At that time,
there came to Enockbeg College, Carlow, as a professor,
Geard;d 0tSullivan, who had been released from Frongoch
where;he had been interned after the Rising. Ho took
an active part in both organisations, and became O/C of
1st Battalion. The first interesting police oipher 1

intercapted related to him.
l b
He was 1in West Cork on a vigit when he made a

gseditious speach. He had returned to Carlow when the

1

police at Skibbereen sent a cipher wire to the police in
Carlo;. I sent it back "REG™ (for repetition), to delay
it while I mads a copy whiech I went to Geardid, w*th a8
oovering message that it was probably an order for his

arrest. When 1% was later deciphered, I was rigﬁt.
. . i

i
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Geardid had to go "on his keeping", but was soon selzed.

and given a sentence in Cork_Jail. He never returnéd
to the Carlow brigade. He was later ?.D. for Carloﬁ-
Kilkenny; and Adjutant General of the I.R.A. ]
1 |

'Apout the end of 1917 also, Eamon'Price, who ﬁas
in Jacobis factory in the 1916 Rising, came to Carlow as
Gaellie Lemgue organiser. He d4id a good Job at this{ but
his chief task was as Volunteer organiser, and he can be '
said to have been the architect of the organisation Qf
the brigéde. When in the Carlow area, he lived in tbe
same lodéings with me at No. 1 Montgomery Street, and we
occupied the same bedroom which we named "the Republik".
It was through Eamon originally that I was in constant
contact with how things were going. He could be both
wittily #nd sarcastiecally polite, spoke very good l
English and other languages. and dearly loved a “half-
one". He gave me the task of organising 1ntelligence in
the post pffice servVice, and, with that end in yiew. #
got myself elected to the Natiohql Executive of the Past
Office Clerks' Asscication which gave me scope for
travellinh and widening my conpacts. All 1nfbrmatioh
that came my way was to be passed to the then Brigadel
o/C, Sedn 0'Farrell, an ironmonger, of Tullow Street,
Carlow, Progress was slow, and I was out of Carlow for
more than a year, in Athy and Portarlington, from
Detober, 1918. I made one useful contéct in Athy, ai
lady named Kathleen Dooley, an I.R.B. man's daughter,i
who later . was the wife of the Brigade Commandant, Eamon

}
Malone (B,I.P.). :

The conseription scare fill the Velunteer ranks,
but, when 1t had passed, many of these new recruits !
. '

vanished with it.
i

\ : |
Raids for arms were the next phase, but ylelded
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nothing . exciting in the way of weapons, and many of the
shotguns taken up were badly stored and detariorated, in

some areas by 1921.

Our fifst plece of real activity was a raid on
Baltinglass police barrack which took place in the
winter of 19i8/19 - bafore the first critical date
stated in the 193} Pensions Act. It was carried ogt by
men frog the 2nd Battalion and Carlow town Company, and
was led by J. Gallagher, 2pd Battalion 0/C, a Wexforﬁman
who worﬁed in Baltinglass. An attempt was mades to rush
tha ‘oarzl-aek when an evening paper was being passed in,
and the raiding party got into the dayroom, but withdrew
without seizing the prize. Two police were wounded,
and one.of them died. |

]

?y early in 1920 I had contacted post office .
1nt3111§ence workers as far apart as Wexford, Kilkeqny,l
Clonmel; Limerick and even Belfast, but I do not take the
credit bf having organised them. About this time too,
Carlow, which was a junction for postal, telegraphic
and telephonic communications, was being serviced by
three otners. along with me. These were recent
transfbrees - Charles Reynolds, born in Donegal, his
wife-to;be, Miss Dolly 0'Shea of Kilsheelan, Clonnel,
and Miss Altce 0'Sullivan of Kenmare. Little escaped
us, and,we escaped, luckily, several times, but we were

still carrying on when the Truce came in 1921.

About 1919 also, we found a County Carlow man,
Michael Carpenter, in Kildare. He was arrested early in
1921, and gét a heavy sentence for being in psssession
of wire+tapp1ng instructions which he should not ha#e
had-, After his arrest, the homes of suspected

“disloyal" post office officials were rigorously searched.
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1 was frequently raided and held up on the streets after
this. Ve were unable to replace Carpenter.

By thiﬁ time, a Brigade Intelligence Officer,
Pddraig Conkling, a Dublin secondary teacher, was
functiéning. and all our captured information, from
cipheré to tapped telephone messages and lntercepted
informers' letters, passed to him who passed them:to
headquérters and the brigade staff. We never kept any
documeﬁts which would betray us, or anyone else. }
Conkling had ingenious ways of hiding documents, etc.,
one being a innocent-looking child's stool, with a false
bottom; and another was up the handle of a big
sauceﬁan which nearly always stood on the kitchen fange.
Togetﬂer, we worked out the keys of many ciphers for
which we did not have the keys. He dld a good Job unfil
abont 'the end of 1920 - the time of the general round-
up - ﬁhen a party of Tans and military railded his house
at 2.00 a.m., threatened to shoot him which they could
have éone, had not his wife thrown herself in froﬁt of
him when they tried to do so. He was then warned to
get out at once or be shot. I was at a wake in é houge,
three!doors away, while this was happening, and some of
my friends advised me to go too. Conkiing had to go,
and ﬂe joined the Ddil Local Government staff in Dublin.
I stéyed, but was careful of my movements and where 1

slept.

Finding a new Brigade I.0. was then another

problem, but we succeeded in a short time.
i

| 1920 was a difficult year. Ralds and arrests
and ?entences depleted company, battalion and br#gade
staffs, which changed so often that it is now impossible
to r?member them, The house of a Volunteer was burned
at Clonmore, two shops, in which Volunteers worked, were

|
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. burned in Tullow following an ambush in which two police

were killed, and two Volunteers were killed at
Barrowhougse in & badly sited ambush. A ¢ivilian, who
was alleged to be consorting with the Tans, and an
innocent man; who was with him, were shot demd in Borris;

and a Tan was badly wounded outside the barrack door.

The Brigade Commandant, O'Farrell, and some others
w2are removed because they had consclentious objections to
carrying out certaln military orders. Towards the end,
we had lost the Intelligence 0fficer {Conkling), the
Quartermaster (P. 0'Toale), ﬁﬁo died in Ballykinlar camp,
and the Adjutant (Sedn Hayden), who was captured asleep
in the bunk of a canal boat on the Bgrrow, while on the

run.

I had a narrow escape about this time too, as I
was held up and thoroughly searched one night coming from
work. I had the coples of halr-g- dozen cipher wires,
written closely on flimsy press paper, in the band of my

hat which, fortunately, were not found.

Eamon Maloné (R.1.P.) was then Brigade 0/C. He
had been 0/C of the Barrowhouse company and 5th Battalion,
and had led the 1919 Mount joy hunger-strike. He took
over a difficult assignment, and had much re-building to
do. Rigi from his taking over, the police and military
had orders to shoot him at sight, his name having been
got amongst papers found in Professor Carolan's house
in Dutlin, following a dramatic fight and escape by Sedn
Treacy and Dan Breen. But the threat did not worry
Eamon who frequently came into the different towns,
under their noses, to see his friehnds. He was small,
wiry, courageous, but rather delicate - an excellent

scldier, but not a good organiser.
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Bill Brennen (R.I.P.) of the Kilkea company, 5th
Béttalion. was appointed Quartermaster, and Jim Lillis

(now Colonel and Quartermaster-General of the Defance

| Forces) was appoinied Adjutant,” and also acted as

Intelligence Officer.  From this onwards, I was in daily‘

contact with the three.

.The question of suitable arms was our paramount
difficulty, but a deal was made for money, when a
sizeable number of rifles were secured from the Curragh.
I was not in on the deal, and am not aware of the number -

variously said to be between thirty and ninety.

The general round-up at the end of 1920 made
further gaps in the ranks, but many succeeded in evading
the net.

Intelligance work became our important development
in these days, and some documents and information were
captured. If they could have been kKept, they would be
interesting. I was able to secure a few times the
military cipher keys which were issued from the Curragh
camp. The 6th Battalion did ﬁseful mail ralding at
Cherryville junction and Kildare: “hen the military and
informers' correspondence, over p wide area, were
selectively held up and censoreﬁ. The police went from
plain ciphers to figures - ciphers which we quiclkly
learned to deal with‘- and we were beating the anemy in ever,
phase of local and general intelligence and- communication
work, even to the extent of hav;ng the exact times arnd
areas of the night Lancia car patrols which they sent out,
but we were unable to capitalise 1it.

A captured letter to the police, giving information
about a man, who was a Sinn Féin Justice, "'caused us to

pass the word to him to be careful, as he might be
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raided and arrested.- On receiving the information, he
promptly left home, with hig wife, for a fortnight's
visit to friends. The night he returned, he was raided,

searched, arrested - and released!

In Graigueculien. across the bfidge from Carldw. a
police barracks, which boasted s beautiful crest in cut-
stone, was vacated. One Saturday night, some of the
local Volunteers, with more enthusiasm than sense, started
to hack 1t down. While they did so, a watchful loyalist
took their names, and posted them in an anonymous letter
to the police. 1 intercepted 1t an hour after it was
written. The Volunteers were not arregted, btut the
writer of the letter was - and given orders to get out in

twenty-four hours.

About this timz, there was a very pompous, amd
incompetent - Thank God, from some of us! - old police
Superintendent in Carlow, named Townsend. There was &
quarter sessions, or assizes, held which he sttended in
full dress, complete with sword - a presentation. In
the afternoon, he met a few of his ilk at a hotel where
they slaked their thirst. Townseﬁd was coming home,
scmewhat tenderly, on his feet when two Fianna Scouts
came behind him, one pushing him and the other grabbing
the sword from the scabbard. Both made away at top
speed, with the sword, and the old fellow panting and
puffing after them. &11 the police and military were
alerted to seek ocut the sword which was never recovered.
A month later, 1t was used to cut a wedding cake, not

far from where it was saized.

Completing the Brigade 3taff at the end of 1920
was Tommy O'Connell, a woodworkerrénd a native of

Edenderry, who had held different ranks in A. Company



{Carlow} and on thé 1st Battalion Staff, Tommy Was &
‘courageous, impetuous type of Volunteer, with much fire
end ability, small and tough, who let nothing stand in
his way.

Also about thié time, there came to Carlow, Liam
Stack, a Listowel man and chemist's assistant. He had
to leave Ennis where he was supposed to have been engaged
in some attack on police. He went under the name of
“Leahy", and was employed across the road from the post
office. He was not long there when his rooms were
searched, and he was very searchingly questioned. His
then employer, who was friemdly to us, asked me whether
he should leave. TWithout knowlng anything about Stack
then, I sald, "No" - that, if the police knew anything
against him, they would have detained him. We applied
for his transfer from the Clare brigade, and, as far
as I recollect, 1t never came through. He did a "line"
with a Miss Sorcha Reynolds, a sister of my colleague,
Charlie, and soon became accepted in our cirele. He
was well placed to handle intelligence and communications
reports, and, as we needed an Intelligence Officer. badly,
I recommended that he be appointed.. After some time,
this was done, and I was detmiled to instruct him in his
dutles. I had reason to live to regret this decislon,
because Stack was indolent and jittery, and unwilling to
take advice from, or coioperate with others. He was an
undistinguished Intelligence Officer, but was appointed
Brigade 0/C and Liaison O0fficer after the Truce. Amongst
other things, he became my most bitter persconal and
polit%cal enemy . Hq joined the pro-Treaty side, entered
the Army as a Comﬁandant. later became a Gdrda
Superintendent, marrled Miss Reynolds, by whom he had a
big family, and died many years ago. '
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Up to this stage..no serlious efforts were made to
carry out any large scale military attacks. The
changing state of organisation. the lack of rifles and
ammunition, and the state of the terrain over half the
brigade area made the selection of activities very
liﬁited. The 6th and 5th battalion areas, covering the
southern plains of Kil&are end dominated by the Curragh
camp, provided scope only for maintaining our own commani-
cations and interféring with those of the enemy. The
2nd battalion area, embracing part of the Dwyer country,
was sealed off by Coolmoney camp and a garrison at
Baltinglass. The greater part of the lst battalion
area in north Carlow is so bisected and 1ntersected with
roads that any position sited could be overrun or
surrounded.l There remained only the strip of territory
stretching along the west bank of the Barrow river and
the hilly and mountéinous Zrd aﬁd Lith battalion afeas of
East and South Carlow, skirted by the Wicklow and
Blackstairs mountains and more or less delimited by the

rivers Slaney and Barrow.

1921 dawned, with a more or less reorganised
force, about twenty to twenty-five rifles, man who had
little or no effective training, limited scope for
activities, and with big concentrations of enemy soldlers
and Tans in Carlow, Tullow, Bagnalstown, Borris,
Inistioge and Kileenny. The problems of where and how
to strike the mest vulnerable blow were always in mind,
and hard to find.

Early in 1921, 1t was decided to attack
Bagenalstown police barrack, but the attack was badly
planned and co-ordlnated, and shotgﬁn ammanition was so
S %Wllen that it would not fit the gun breeches, 30 that

the attack had to be abandoned.
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A second aptack. planned sometime later, had no

‘better fate, because news of the attackoreached the
police there on the morning of the day for which it was
fizxed, and 1t was only a series of lucky accldents and
incidents which saved all the attackers from being

annihilated.

dbout mid-day on that day, the Bagenalstown
policé wired -« in plan language - to the police and
military 1n Carlow, Kllkenny, the Curragh Camp and

Wicklow that they had "reliable information that the
barracks was to be attacked that pnight by Sinn Feiners
from Carlow and Kilkenny", and to send reinforcements.
I knew this to be the case, and sent despatéhes and
couriers at once to the Brigade 0/C and Vice 0/C and to
the Battalién and Company officers within the immediate

area, I was in despair all the evenling, and this was
heightened at about 8 p.m. when I saw the convoys of

troops that began to 1oll south from the Curragh.

Next morning, I learned that none of my warnings had reacte
4

the assembly points, but the too-early move in by the

British reipnforcements was the big factor in saving a
hY .
worse sg§uation. Scouts observed them in time to

prevent the Volunteers moving 1n to the attack, but not
before Vice (0/C 0'Connell was trapped, with about ten

men, between the town, the Barrow and a road which runs
east-west from the railway station to the Royal Cak,

which was heavily patrolled. However, he led his men

out of the trap without belng observed, with greet skill.

Thus another action failed.

There was a high level inguiry intc the leakage
of the information, but it yielded little. Some time
afterwvards, a man was shot in the district, but whether
he was trled by court martial, I cannot say, nor can I

say to what degree he was gullty or innocent. But he
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did have a bad reputation in national éirecles.

Early in 1921, it was decided to form a number of
useful men, who were on the run, into an active service
unit under the leadership of Larry OtNeill, a Tipperary mar
vwho held different ranks in the Carlow company and lst
bagtalion. They did their preliminary training 1ln the
difficult-to-approach hilly and small-farm terrain of the
Killeshin company, where the people were very sound, west

of Carlow, and on the borders of Lelx and Kilkenny.
Thelir headquarters was an embty farmhouse, and the

neighbours fed them.

While they were there, a Tan, named Duffy, and an
informer, named James, found their way in, %o find out
what was dolng. Duffy was shot dead, and James was 30
badly wounded that he was out of the way for good.

Also about this time, a #ayo-born
peeler, named 0'Boyle, stopped half-a-dozen L5's in a
Carlow street, but, as he wore a chain waistcoat, he did
not die, and to-day - December, 1956 - still lives 1in

Carlow.

The then Master of Carlow Workhouse (the late Wr.
%.P. Morrow, R.I.P.) was a good friend of ours. Jim
Lillis's mother was a teacher in that institution, and
Jim, the Brigade Adjutant, imprudently visited her too
often. One morning, 1 knew he was there, and went to
see him with some documents, including a few ciphers.
fle discussed some things for a while in a small ante-
rcom in which he had a typewriter. There was an alarm
that the place was being surrounded by police and
military. Lillis went one way. A Rurse Brown - long
since dead, R.I.P. - came in and grabbed the typewrliter,
and carried it ani all the papers on the table away.

1 had gone another way and, knowing the locality,
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climbed over & wall into the Protestant Minister's
grounds, and got away. Lillis was caﬁtured and interned.
A few days afterwards, I was ordered by the Brigade 0/C
to take over his duties, and I had a big task on hands

as I had feﬁ records,but my general knowledge was helpful.

The A.S.U. opened 1ts campaign with another attack
on Bagenalstown, but explosives were necessary to succeed;

it was abortive, and we had no useful engineer to call on.

They went south into the jth battalion, in the
Ballymurphy company area, and were not long there when
high-level 4isaster overtook them. Camped in the
townland of Mullinsglown, they were cleaning thelr
rifles, with no scouts posted, and preparing for an
inspection by Simon Donnelly of the G.H.Q. training
staff, whom C'Connell, had gone to contact in an adjacemt
company area, when they were surrounded on three sides by
police and Tens. Only -four were able to grab their
rifles and fight a rear-guard action. 4 Volunteer,
nﬁmed Fay, was killed, O'Neill and a Volunteer, named
Ryan, were wounded, and two innocent farmers were shot
dead. All the rest of the unit were arrested and
given long prison sentences in Dartmoor ancd other

English prisons.

I got a report of the catastrcphe a few hours
afterwards, and promptly went to Kilkea where I Xxnew
the Brigade 0/C was staying, with the Quarternaster,
Bill Brennan. When I went in, Malone, who was sitting
down to a cup of tea, looked at me and said - because he
must have seen the painful look on my face - "What
disaster has happened now?" I explained all as
quickly as I could, and Malone sald, "My God, this is

nearly the end! All the rifles we had,have gone too!*
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The 0/C's words were blunt and prophetic. We had

enough men, but no arms to -~equip a second A.S5.U.

The aftermsth of the A.5.U's defeat held one bit
of compensation. The people of the Lth battalion &rea
{excluding Borris) were sound and solid. They sold

no one.

After 1920, the sources of British information

about the I.R.A. had so dried up that Tans and soldiers

were travelling the country as spies, disguised as
tramps and bachdchs. One of these had spied on the
A.S5.U. men, and led the British to their location. He
was captured near the Tans barracks in Borris by men
of the lLth battalion soon afterwards, arrested, and
detained. He tried to disarm the guard, was shot dead,

and nearly 2100 was found on hin.

The Mullinaglown tragedy gave Stack, the
Intelligence Officer, an opening to reveal his impish
sense of irresponsibility. e caused letters to be
typed and sent to the Tans and military in Carlow,
congratulating them on their murderous behaviour and
threatening them with the fate in store for them when
tﬁey came up agéinst the "4th Flying Column*! It wes
typed on a machine which was kept in the home of a
member of Cumann na méan. Immediately, there was a
raking search for the typewriter, and the author of the
stupid missive, during which I had a narrow escape. 50
had the typewriter which was covered with a frock in a
dressmaker's workroom. There was some disorganisation,
in consequence, but not with our intelligence activities;

Stack reported to G.H.Q. that, following raids on the

Post Office and some post office workers' homes, and

others, it had broken down. A trusted emissary was
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sent from G.H.G. to me for a report, and I was able to
send him back with an assurance that, though disturbed,

we were carrying on our end of the Jjob.

Some scattered men were having a hard bettle to
evade capture. A few were staying in a farmhouse in
the Ballon company area of 3rd battalion when, one
night, I got information that they would be rounded up
next morhing. I had a sister, Christine, in Cumann na
mBan, and 1 got a postman, who started his round at
6 a.m., to go out of his way and guickly deliver her a
letter.This letter gave her instructions to go to the
farmhouse - twelve miles away - and tell the men to get
out. She got there 1in good‘time, and, when the raid

took place at breakfast time, the birds had flown.

Two othér incidents about this time I recollect.
A section of the North Wexford brigade were in the
Carnew area, and, late at night, I got information that
they were to be rounded up next day. I sent a ¢ourler
to Tullow, to pasé on the news, and was relieved when,
next day, I read a Tans telegraph message that the
round-up had failed.

The Kilkenny A.S.U. was resting near
Graiguenamanagh when, late one night, again I listened
in on the telephone switchboard to police end military

in Carlow and Kilkenny, arranging a scissors round-up

of them at dawn next day. I quickly wsnaged to get a
cyelist courier whom I sent to Borris, with the news,
and to have it passed on at once. 1 cannot say how my

message was pesed from Borris, but I was greatly

relieved next day to learn that no one was captured.

The only other thing,which I can remember at

this perlod, was something that did not happen to myself.
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Some drunken Tans tried to force their way into my
(nominal) “digs" after midnight, but my landlord, who
had a short chain fitted to the front door, refused to
admit them. Anyway, I was not at héme to them. - I had
to be mighty careful in these days, and I was almost

always unarmed.

And then came the Truce, tfaining camps, the
Treaty, the Split - amd disaster.

TBAINING, ETC.

After the Truce, I visited all areas, checking on
membership, organisation and tralning. I accounted for
a little more than nine hundred members of the Brigade
on 1ith July, 1921, and these iﬁcluded internees,
sentenced me), some of whom were politicals, but not

I.R.A. men.

A brigade tralning camp was opened at Duckett's
Grove, a blg estate, four miles east of Carlow town,
then in the hands of a land committee. Our first
training officers were Captain HcCurtain of Kenagh, a
gentleman ami soldier who was, most unfortunately,
kiiled at Tunduff, Leix, in an ambush in the early Civil
War days. The other was a - ex-British

cavalry man, named Heaslip,

He went to the army afterwards,

Stack was appolnted Liaison Officer and Brigade
Commandant after the Truce. talone was placed on the
reserve, on the alleged compassionate grounds of 111-
health, but it is my opinion that it was because he

was not 8 complaisant yes-man. Stack did not hit it



of f with any of the bdrigade or battalion staffs, and

there was constant schism, discontent and inefficiency.

I spent a month on a refresher course at the

Camp, and was amazed at the low standard of training and
diseipline in all ranks, but we did our best to improve N
them. Most of our exercises conéisted in covering wide
‘areas of the country, and trying out attack and defence .
points, because we believed that a renewal of

hostilities would prove guerrilla tacties to be the best.
Two Irish ex-American army offlcers spent a week with us,

on machine gun training, with special attention to the

then new Thompson gun.

Jim Lillis escaped from internment, and reverted
to his post as Brigade Adjutant, and I became Directér
of Orgenisation, my task being to build up a new
intelligence system, communications, engineering,
transport, supply and first-ald. I cortinued in this
capaclty ovntil the S5plit.

About this tim:, our men rescued Mick Carolan
(Belfas?®, a man named Trainor, and a third, whose name
I forget, from a Curragh internment camp. They needed
medical care, amd, with the connivance of the then
manageress, a Miss Byrne from Wicklow, and the"boots"',
named ¥artin Whelan - a relative to "Pakes" Whelan of
West Waterford - they were concealed in the Royal Hotel,
Carlow, for a month, although a Black and Tan officer

was then staying there.

About this time also, Nurses Linda Kearns and
Coyle and another young lady escaped from internment in
the North Dublin Union, and we put them up at Duckett's

Grove until passing them to quieter and more suitable

: gircles.
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About September, ‘1921, the Kildare, -Rathangan
and Brownstown companies of the 6th battalion were .
transferred to the North Kildape brigade, as maid to

organisation and administration.

On 5th December, 1921, I was ordéred to gt a
good car and ériver, and go to G.H.Q., Dublin. I
selected a good Volunteer, Tom Dillon, a then county
footballer, for the mission. At G.H.Q., I was given
four envelopes to deliver, and their general contents
were revealed to me. They were to the effect that
the London negotlations were breaking down, and gave
instructions about the military methods to be adopted
if they did. 1 had to deliver one to the Offaly
brigade at Tullamore, another ;o North Tipperary at a
training camp, near Réscrea, another to Kilkenny at a
‘ camp near Castlecomer, and the fourth to my own brigade.
Pillon and I carried out our mission, and, having
travellad all night, reached our own headquarters about

7 a.m. on the morning of 6th December.

Exhausted, 1 went to bgd. had a long sleep, and,
when I awoke late that night, there was hell to play
about the Treaty which had been signed and which I had
not read. Yhen I did, I did not understand it, but

instinctively felt it was something I did not want.

Divisions quickly grew. We took over the
evacuated British garrison posts, and I tried to carry '
on my organisation work, but there was only
disorganisation everywhere. I argued and fought
against the Treaty, Civil War and military dictatorships,
and was suspect by both sides. Finally, the second
day after the banned Volunteer Convention, I refused
to parede before the late "Ginger" 0'Connell, and left
Carlow militery barracks - but not for good. I was
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back there, as a prisoner, before the year ended.
FLASH-BACK.

From 1912, I was. intensely interested in the
language, athletics and the G.A.A. I was also active
in the trade union and labour movement, and became a
Labour Councillor in 1919, I never jolined Sinn ~Féin,
as I did not like Griffith's "kings, lords and
commons" stuff, and, green as I was then, I could
foresee catastrophe when the Republicans and Sinn Féin
coalesced under de Valera's leadership. ¥y old painter
from Tyrone, Pat O'Donoghue, who had brought me into
the Hibernians in 1913, later became Head Centre of the
Irish Republican Brotherhood in Carlow, and, some time
after 1918, I Jjolned his eircle, but rarely attended
meetings. During 1920-1922, T was Director of the
fconomic Boycott in the Carlow area, and this nearly
earned me a sentence afrer J was released from
internment in 192l,.  This flash-back, at this stage,
is neceésary. as my background determined my further

national and political thinking and action,

----------

Captured at Mullinaglown and sentenced to a
stretch in Dartmoor, was Padralg Machgamhna (Patrick
Gaffney) of Killéshin, who had previously served a sentenc
for reading the 1916 Proclamation, He was a. strong
Labourite, and we were kindred spirits. He was chosen
as Labour candidate "or Carlow-Kilkenny in the Pact
election of 1922, and I was appointed as his Director
of Elections very shortly after I had left the military

barracks,

Gaffney, who was anti-Treaty, got a big Labour

vote and a big share of the anti-Treaty vote, and beat
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My. ¥WI.T. Cosgrave, later to replace Griffith, by a two-
to-one vota. 7ithin ten days, the €ivil War broke

arouné our ears, before the newly elected Parliament met.

Within another fortnight, my old and reliable
colleague, Miss Alice 0'Sullivan, and myself were
removed from ovr jobs in the post office, on the
alleged grounds that we were "associating with and
assisting the Irregulars". It was only the volume of
opinion behind me that prevertal my being interned at once.
As 1%t was, I was arrested, end released, iIn Dublin while
a delegate to the Trade Unlion Congress in August, 1922.

I was again interned in Carlow, Wicklow and the Curragh
early in 1923, without rhyme or reason, ani for my
opinions and criticisms only, as I had engaged in no
military activities whatscever from the day I had walked
out of the Carlow military barracks. T had stood, and
spoken against Civil “ar, and had meant it. To-day,
thirty-four years afterwards, I am happy to remember that
my attitude was right, for that Civil %ar threw the

progress of Ireland back half a century.

During the early days of the Civil War, Southern
Divisions penetrated as far north as ﬁlessington. and
were forced to retire via Tullow, Enniscorthy and
Vaterford. Their all-round resistance was doomed to
fail agaiost superior numbers and equipment. At the
Split, about half the members of Carlow brigade went
:naatral, and the other half divVided, about squally,
between pro- and@ anti-Treaty. #ost of the Republicans
were quickly rounded up and interned 1n July-August,
1922, and there was then little or no active
resistance in the Carlow brigade area, except by a

small A.5.U., which, I am glad to say, was made up of
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halfl the mén who had been captured and sentenced after
the Mullinaglown debacle. They had succeeded in
evading capture at the Cease Fire in 1923%, and were led .
by the former Brigade Vice 0/C, 0'Connell, and Larry
0'Neill, who led the 1921 A.S.U. 0'Heill still lives,
I am glad to say, but O'Connell was killed in a road
accident in 192), after he had made a éramatic escape
from the Curragh glasshouse. They had not achieved
much, beyond capturing and disarming a numbar of Free
State troops in a schoolhouse, and a successful ambush
between Castledermot and Baltinglass, following which a
man, named Lillis, from Bagenalstown was execut.ed:.

All the policiecal and military conditions were against
them, and they did extremely well to have been able to

carry on to the melancholy end.

----------

I must pay a very high tribute to great railwaymen,
drivers, firemen, guards, checkers and porters who
rendered colossal national service during all those
years., Drivers walked off their footplates, and faced
hunger for themselves and their families, rather than
carry British troops, and all of those great, quiet men
helped us to maintain our intellizence and communications
services. It pains me greatly to-day to meet some of
those men who have now retired and are trying to keep
their great souls and bodies together, on pensions of
six shillings a weoek, plus the old agé pension. The
nation owes them a debt of more than gratitude which it

can never repay.

I also wish to pay a tribute to the great-hearted
women of Cumann na mBan who could never find snough to
do, and were wonderful in helping us to maintiin

commnications. It is really invidlous to name any
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of them, but I must, and, if my memory causes me to

omit some of thelr names after all those years, théy
are still revered by me just the same as those whom I
name. I cannot resist naming the Listresses Geogbeghan
and Kearney (Carlow), Hulhalll(Tullow). Dundon and
Lennon (Borris), and the Misses Daly (Klldare),

Cosgrave (Castledermott), Laffan, Colgan, Kurphy,
Fitzgerald, Bolger, Maher, Prendergast, Brophy, Doyle,
Quigley and Wocds (Caflow). Some of them were better

than many of our men.

I finish on the note on which I started, by saying
that ﬁhis has been my most difficult task. I have
forgotten many things, and I have had to deliberately
exclude many details, but, if you want any
amplification of anything while I live, I shall be
glad to assist you. I have little literary ability,
and, 1f I have not done this Job as well as I would

like to, then I have done it as well as I am able,

After my release from internment in 1924, I spent
nearly ten years in England where I had to go to find
employment. I worked in four lmportant Industries
and qualified as a Factory Cost Accountant. I nave
worked in four ilmportant Irish industries since 193},

and have Jjust been compulsorily retired on the
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hypoeritizally-compassionate grounds of ifll-health,
fron> the fira of Padmore and Barnes (Ild4.), Ltd.,

on a small pension which still forces me into the
inbour market, after twenty years' hard work and
goocd sarvice. This industry, like many others, was
sat up b’ Irish capital, but control of it has been
acquired by an ursCcupulouvs bunch of inglish
finaneiers and exploiters. Vo, of the 0ld movement,
did not achieve all we had hopad, but vie diad help to
set up native govuernments to promote and protect
native industries - not to have them oxploited, or
probably extinguishod, by adventurers. Ané so,
another of ay ideals and awbitions hns one down in
dust and ashes unaor ny feot, and 1ife has to begin

again at sixty-two!
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