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T was born at Park Street, Monaghan on the 15th Mirch,
1893, T attended the Christian Brothers' School in M?naghan
until 1909, when Y left to take up the position of pupil teacher
in Clones, Boys' National School. T worked there until 1912

when T was called to Training at St. Patrick's Training College, .

|
Drumcondra,. 1912-1914, |
|

During my early days in Monaghan T took an active interest in
the Caelic Athletic Assoclation and the faelic I,eague.i To my mind

these organisations were the cradle of the Irish Volumﬁaeerovement

which was to follow. _ |

My chief mentor in this work was Thomas Traynor, %n engineer,
attached to Monaghan County Council. Traynor was traﬁsferred to
Wexford as Assistant County Surveyor in 191l. He,wasiafte?wards
arrested in Enniscorthy in 1916, At this time, 1911, I was

|
Secretary, Monaghan County Board, G.A.A. and after Traynor's transfer
|
T was acting Secretary of the Ulster Council G.A.A. 1911—'12, until
the permanent appointment of Foin O'Duffy (later Ceneral O'Duffy),

Clones, ' ' l

After qualifying in Drumcondra Training College iﬁ 191%, I
obtained a post as teacher in Loughrea, County Galway,iNational
School. 'While there T became identified with the Siné Féin
m;Gement then In existence in that town. Despite thai, T must not
have attracted police attention to myself as I was app;oached by a
British Army recruiting agent (local D.I., R.I.C.), ané offered a .

| Commission in the British Army if T would consent to jéin. This
|

offer I promptly refused,
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Tn September, 1915, I was appointed Prsedysml Teac;hér in
Bundoran Boys! National School. After settling down 'r;,here I
commenced to organise the G.A.A. and Gaeiic League where, up to
this, 1t had not previously existed, At this period, iCounty
Donegal had gotr away from Gaelic games, football, hurli:ng ete.,
and Soccer was the popular game, With the assistance éof a few
G.A.A. enthusiasts T succeeded in form:lné the first Donegal G.A.A.
County Board in 1917, GCeneral Eoin O'Duffy, Secretar} of the

Ulster Council, G.A.A., presided. '

Towards the end of 1917 I was approached by Mr. Ben Maguire,
now Independent T.D. for lLeitrim, with a view to organjlsing a
Company of the Iﬁsh Vqlunteers in Bundoran., He inforimed me that
Volunteer (General Headquartiers had recr;\mmended me as .ttie most
guitable man for the work, I told him that T would giive every
assistance but that, as yet, I was not sufficiently well acquainted
with the young men in the area to take on the work by my%e]_t‘. 1 ‘.
recormended two 1<_>ca1 men, who had national aSpirations% and would be
anxious to assist. They were Thomas McShea and Patric!k (Pappy)
Johnston. MeShea and Johnston were later sentenced to death for
killing bv chloroform two policemen while endeavouring Ito escape
from Derry jail. The sentence was commuted to ten yeafrs'

imprisonment in Peterhead Prison, Scotland, five of whi:ch they served.

We then set about organising a Company of the Irislh Volunteers
in Bundoran. and succeeded in enrolling a good number of men, I
refused to take any rank at that stage as I considerad l:’Lt. inadvisable
to draw attention to myself. T agreed to act in an ad%visory
-capacity and also as Intelligence Officer for the éompany. This,
T considered, in the light of later events, to be a wise decision

as T was able to make contacts and obtain useful information from
|
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British Military Officers stationed in Finner Cémp, ﬁhom I met
in the hotels they frequented in Bundoran. I was aiso in a
position to.make'acquaintance with prominent hotel pfoprietors,
Justices of the Peace etc., who were In close touch ?ith high-
ranking Police Officers Iin the area. I often procufed useful
information through these sourcesjy alsc from Stationmasters and

Post Office offlcials, !

'

Turing 1917 and up to the garly part of 1918, tﬁe Company
was mainly employed in training. Prior to, and up #o the date of
the Ceneral Election in 1918, the Volunteers were ofﬁen called out
on protection duty at meetings held under the auSpicés of Simnn

’ |

Féin.

Tn Necember, 1918, my school was closed for a 1éng periocd, due
"to a serious outbreak of influenza, T was asked toéaccept the job
of organiser for Simn Féin in the Xillyhegs, Teelan ;nd Carrick and
Mflencolumeille areas during the CGeneral Election campaign. I agreed
to do the work and took up residence in Killybegs with a sister of

P. J. Ward., Ward, who was elected T.D. and who had%long
associatién with Sinn Féin and later the Volunteer mﬁvement, was
appointed 0/C. of our (Lth) Briéade. Patrick Byrne,éa merchant

in Killybegs -~ an uncle of P.J, Ward and a very.good speaker - gave

me mreat assistance while I was in the area.,

Shértly before the date of the election, Ernie O'Malley came
to Nonegal as general organiser. A final rally Sinn?Féin meeting

|

was_annéunced for Donegal town to be held on the eve pf pelling
day, Rumours got around that the British Authoritieé had decidéﬁ
to prohibit the meeting. A hurried call was sent oﬁt and
Volunteers from all parts of the county arrived in Ddhegal town,

The meeting was held as arranged and attracted a veryilarge

attendance, iro attempt being made to interfere with 1}.
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A meeting held in Ballyshannon which was addressed by '
Eamon De Valera also received Volunteer protection. Volunteers
from Bundoran wére obliged to proceed by the back road'to
Ballyshannon sé as to avoid passing Finner Camp, headqﬁarters of
the Bedf;rd Regiment and wherelthey were liable to be ;ubject to
assault. Tn Ballyshannon a very:successfui meetiné wgs also held

and no’'untoward incident occurred,

A Sinn Péin meeting arranged for Pundoran at whici; the principal
speakéré were to be, Madame Gonne McBride, Sean Milro} and P.J.Ward,
was banged by the British Authorities, A Company of ﬁritish |
Military from Finner Camp together with a large force gf armed police
froﬁ outside areas were drafted into Bundoran to enforée the
proclamation. As an actlve Volunteer I organised a décoy party
composed of Harry KelLy,-proprietor of the Marine Hotei, a visiting
priest from Manchester and an English lady visitor whoébore a most
‘striking resemblance to Madame Gonne McBride. Arrangéments had
already been made to hold the meeting at the West (Sligo) End of
Bundoran., T told the Committee that it was my intention to travel
“through the town with my party in the direction of the ‘East End and
hoped to attract the British Forceé in that direction.f Accordingly,

the four of us set out and people began to follow in groups.

Yhen we reached the outskirts of the town our parfy broke up
and took a short route to the Strand and climbed to the top of
"Rogey" rock, from where we could see military and police follow at
the double in the direction of the Easi End, Immediately the
mesting got into full swing at the West End, we could hear the voices
of the speakers and the cheers of the crowd resounding;clearly
across the Bay. A warrant was issued for the arrest 6f Madame
Conne MeBride, but she did not tgrn up at the meeting.é Count

“Plunke tt replaced her as speaker. ‘ |
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The: British Forces, realising that they had been' hoaxed, got
back as qhickly as possible, only to find that the meéting had
just concluded. The military were ordered to fix ba&bnets as the
. B

surging crowd, returning from the meeting, advanced'déwn the
street, The same Manchester priesﬁ addressed the pe;ple from a
window in the Marine Hotel, and asked them to dispersé quietly
and not gi{re the British forces an opportunity of rep?ating the

occurrence &t Bachelor's Walk, Dublin. i
&

By 1920 the British Authorities had got to the pc:>int. of
banning all competitions crganised or held under the ;ugpices of
the G.A.A. Their excuse was: that such meetings we%e likely to
lead to a breach of the péace. A hurling matech arraéged between
Ballyshannon aﬁd Kinlough was adyertised to take placé in Bundoran
on a particular Sunday afternocon. The next thing we?saw was a -
proclamatién posted up, banning the match. T was aléeady aPpointed
official referee fgr the game and was determined to c;rzy it through
if at all poésible. " We got a bogus team from Ballys#annon to
travel tq Bundoran and proceed to the playing field a%ready
arranged., Ve had collectors at'the gate where some %pectators
turned up and paid for admission, I turned up at thé field
myself to glve mofe colour and publicity to the affai#. In a very
short space of time the police were on the scene, in étrong force,

I

to impose the ban and disperée the crowd.

Ry that time I had left the field by another rou?e and,
conducted by two scouts, arrived a# the rendezvous yh%re the rateh
proper was to take place. Both teams and é large croyd of
spectators had already assembled. I got the teams 1%ned up and
explained to them that I would not use a whistle as it was liable

“to attract attention. The prearranged sigal to ind%cate a foul



was the waving of a white flag and an indicatien by finger as to
the direction of the free. The game was concluded in a very
sporting spirit and at its conclusion the large crowd of
spectators cheered lustily. We all had a happy feeiing'that., once
again, we had outwitted the British forces in their attempt to
"quell our national spirit and outlook. | |

About the end of 1919, Companies were organisedi into
-Batta}iops. Hitherto they had operated on an independent parish
basisf._ The 1§t Battalion was now organised with hezadquarters in
Bundoran and was composed of the following Companies: : -
Bundoran, Ballyshannon, Belleek, Kinlough (Co. Le:_ltré.m),

|
- Tullaghan (Co. Sligo), Donepgal town and Ballintra, |

|
The following is a list of officers appointed to the

Battalion sta_fi’ at the time :-

Battalion 0/C. Thomas McShea,

n Vice 0/C. Patrick Doherty,

" Adjutant . Patrick Gilvarry, .
mo Quartermaster Joseph Meshan,
" I. O. Joseph Murray. i

The first major event in which members of the Battalion were
engaged was a raid on the Customs Office in Ballysha%mon on the
30th May, 1920. A general order had been issued toE Volunteer
units throughout Donegal to raid all Customs Offices? and remove
the documents on that date. At that time the R.I.C. garrisen in
Ballysharnnon consisted of, one Di;e.t.rict Inspector, o;:xe Head
Constable, three Sergeants and about twelve Constables. Small
parties of armed Volunteers were posted at strategic% points to
protect the men carrying out the raid. The staff wiorking in the

Customs Office was held up and all documents removed without
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difficulty.

1
I

At this stage the military,statiocned in Finner Cajmp less than
two miles distént, had got information about the raid arnd had
thrown a cordon arownd the town of Bailyshannon. A n;umber of
soldiers were noste& on the bridge, the only exit by rioad to

Bundoran, and were using a rope to line up people for ;interrogation.

Thomas McShea was anxious to get pack to Bundoran: as he was
afrald of being identified as one of the men engaged in the. raid.
He walked over to one of the soldiers on the bridge and, acting like
a fool or simpleton, said, "I*1l1l bet I jumpt that rope:”. The
soldiezfs thought they would have fun with this buffoonf ,a8 they
took McShea to be, At first they held the rope too ﬁigh for him
to leap over 1t but eventually lowered ﬁ. to a height |he was able
to cross. When MeShea got over the rope, he s?.id “éNow, am I not

a great fellow", The soldiers laughingly admitted t.hfat. he was and

let him go without question.

|
| - i

During the month of August, 1920, I attended an ZFrish College
in Gortahork, County Donegal, During my sojourn ther%e I was
transferred to the Cloughaneely Compariy, 1st Donegal lérigade,
together with some other atudenté from Donegal and otr%er counties
who wefe already members of the Irish Volunteers, T}_\e Company
Captain, Barney O'Dom:xell, an employee of the Gortahor;k Co=Operative
Stores, called a Company meeting and told us that he ;;roposed to
ambush an R.I.C. patrol that travelled from,Falcarrag}jl to Gortahork
at falrly regular intervals, particularly on fair day;, when the
patrol was almost certain to come to the village, This meeting
was atitended by Volunteer students from the College tciget.her with

some members of the Company. ' I

The plan of campaign was as follows:«~ Some men ﬁere to be

1ssued with shotguns, which were to be dishantled by removing the

'
i
[
I
|
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stock so that they could be concealed under the overcbats to be

worn by the men, The shotgun party was detalled to %ake up

l
positions at second-hand clothes and other stalls which are a

regular fair day feature in Donegal.  Another party,iof which I was

a member, was detalled to use revolvers.

_W§ were instructed to report at the Co-Operative' Stores at
10 a,m., on the morning of the 6th August, 1920, which;waslfair day
in Jortahork. We reported as instructed and were is?ued with the
arms and ammunition as arranged. The party armed wi%h revolvers
was ordered to remain under cover at the stores untii such time as
we got information that the expected patrol had arrived. Around
11,30 a,m, we got information that a party of three RLI.C. was
eyeling into the village. Captain O'Donnell had a;ready'
explained to us that when the R.I.C. moved through thé fair he would

i

produce a white handkerchief and go through the motioﬁ of cleaning
his nose, This was the signal for us to ﬁove into p%sition. When

he repeated the handkerchief movement it was the signal for attack.

The three R.I.C. men came into the village, plac%d their
bicycles against a wall and stood witﬁ their backs ag;inst It for
an hour or longer. They suddenly decided to move th?ough the
fair and unsuspectingly walked tﬁree abreast up the village. As

the Company Captain's handkerchief came out for the sécand time

; :
‘the Volunteers closed in. Ohe member of the R.I.C. drew his
revolver, Just as it cleared the holster, a Volunte;r named
McSorley a native of Omagh and a student av the Colle?e, fired and
shot him through the wrist: the revolver fell from hi% hand as a
result, The R.I.C. then éurrendered wlthout any ?urther

residtance and were relieved of their caps, tunics,,bélts,revolvers

and ammmition.
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The Volunteers now withdrew towards the Co-Opera?ive

Stores, in the opposite direction to that in which the R.I.C.

would return to.their station at Falcarragh about two miles distant,
Tt was then I ﬁoticed that the three R.1.C. men's bic;cles h&d not
been collected and they were about to set out on them; Realising
that they would reach Falecarragh, if cyeling, in aboufiten minutes
and from there communicate with British military stat#cned at
Dunfanaghy, I called on them to halt, I called the éompany
Captain and asked him was he going to allow the R.I.C; to take their
bicycles, He then ordered them to drop the bicycles?and return on
foot, which they did, .The wounded Constable was ablé to proceed

with his comrades.
i

The next events of importance were attacks on th% R.I.C.
Barracks at Bundoran and Ballyshannon on the 30th August, 1920,
These were by way of nulsance attacks and were intendéd to test the
reaction of the British troops in Finner Camp whea.théy would get
an urgent call {rom the R.I.C. for assistance, also to distract
attention from a‘major raid planned to take place on $e11eek R(I.C.
barraéks on the 5th September, 1920, Actually the Bfitish troops
were slow in turning out to Ballyshannon and Bﬁndoran:although

numerous Verey lights had been sent up by the R.I.C, in each place,

Plans were made for a surprise raid on the R.I.Ci barracks at
Belleek on a Sunday morning. The success of the raié depended to
a large extent on securing the use of an ambﬁlance, oﬁe time used
by the British Army and easily recognised as such. At this time
the -ambulance had been handed over to and.was the proﬁerty of the
Board of Guardiens and was located at the Union Hospital,
Rallyshannon. .The plan was :~ that this ambulance would be used

to convey the main raiding party, who were to be dressed in British

i
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Army uniform, into Belleek and right up to-the door of; the R.I.C.
barracks without arousing suspicion, also as a decoy towards securing

the copening of the barrack door,

Arrangements were made to have a requisition sentito the
Master of the Union to have the ambulance sent to the Belleek
‘district to convey a patient to Ballyshannon hospital ;t'a specified
time on that Sunday morning, A Volunteer,named Sheerén;from
Ballyshannon Company,and the regular driver of the amb&lance,- was
instructed to be in readiness to take it out at the apéointed time,
He drove out the Belleek road at the time arranged. éome distance
out he was held up by the Volunteers in the British Arﬁw uniform,
Here another driver replaced him. To cover Sheeran‘s;part in the
affeir he was tied to a tree. This also gave him a good excuse

for not remorting the loss of the arbulance for some considerable

"time later.

The party now set out for Belleek, according to pﬂan, arriving
vwhile an early Mass was in progress and where all the éoman Catholic:
members of the R.I.C. were in atiendance, The grrivaﬁ of the
armbulance was the signal for the Volunteers, already posted for

|
the purpose, to cut telephone and telegraph wires and lock the Church
doors., The locking of the Church doors served a dual ﬁurpose.
(a) Tt vrevented the R.I.C. from getting out in a hurry in the event
of any shooting starting in the village. - (b) It wouldialso prevent

l
the congregation from creating a panic and getting hurt.
|

The ambilance driver proceeded to the barrack doorjwhere he
pulled up. Oné of our men, who was in the front passenger seat, got
out with a large official envelope held consplcuously i@ his hand,

A member éf the R.I.C. opened the door; he was handed the envelope

and told it was a dispatch from Finner Camp, As he tufned around
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to enter the barrack the remainder of the Volunteers ;iumped from

the ambulance, where they had been'concealed from vievi}, rushed

into the barrack and held up the R.I.C. at revolver paint.
Possession was taken of all arms and equipment, including two machine
guns, .which were speedily removed. Bedding was sprinkled with
petrol and set alight. But the fire was later got under control
before the barrack was rendered uninhabitable. Our nien then cleared
out and, having deposited the booty in a safe dug-out ,T they

abandoned the ambulance and then sent a message to the hospital as

to its location.

I

On the 1ith September, 1920, the home of James Connolly,
captain of Kinlough Company, was raided by R.I.C. and British troops.
After thoroughly searching the premises and failing to find Connolly
they shot his father, leaving his body riddled with bullets, At

KINLOUGH A

his funeral two days later in Tudlaghan cemetery, I delivered an
oration at his graveside .- From that date, I became mlore openly
active as T had drawn attention to myself by speaking in public at
the funeral, Up to that period T had been teaching e;venin‘g classes
in the Orphanage, Bundoran, after finishing my work fo:r the day in
the National School. I also stayed there at night. ' Fearing a
raid for me on the place and resultant panic among the; children,

I resigned my position there and left the place on the evening

following Mr, Connolly's funeral,

- A patrol of R.I.C. left Bundoran fairly regularly on Sunday
mornings and cycled in the direction of Tullaghan ,‘alon‘g the main
road, returming later by another route, ’I_‘homasl McShe?a, Battalion
0/C., decided to ambush the patrol. He mobilised some men from
Bundoran, Tullaghan and Kinlough Companies, The position selected

was situate within 100 yards of Tullaghan National Scilool, which.
1
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was the mobilisation polnt and provided good cover ana an easy
getaway. The men were placed in position and a scou% named

éoe Tfloughlin.(now Carda Loughlin, stationed in Kilmainham,Dublin)
wag sent oﬁ a bicycle out the Kinlough Road to a spot;where he
would have a clear view of a patrol for a distance ofltwo miles,
Abouf 2 p.m..the scout returned and stated there was ho patrol

out up to then, As a result of that report it was c?ncluded that
the ﬁatrol would not move out that day and the ambush:party was
"about to be disbanded as the "Hun" Dohertj, Jim Carroil and myself
were to play in a football game in RBundoran that day and it would

arouse susvicion if we did not turn up,

We had left the ambush position and returned %o £he school,
where masks were removed and the shotguns dismantled Qhen,suddenly,
a member of our party rushed up to inform us that the R.I.C. patrol
was coming along gulte near us. The shotguns were hurriedly
reassembled‘but'we had not time to get back to the sel?cted-poéition.
We succeeded in taking up a position behind a low’stoﬁb_wall
without being observed by the R.I.C. After a shortponsultation
1t was decided that we could not hope to carry out a sﬁccessful

attack on the patrol from the position we occupied and:as a result

we kept under cover from view and let it pass.

Willie Gilmartin, 0/C., Cliffoney'Company, got in' touch with

"Hunﬁ hoherty and myself and arranged to meet us in coﬁference at
Peter Finlayv!'s house, known as "The Rock" just outsideEBundolz'an and

approachable by a narpdw bye~road, The object of theiconference

"was ¢+ to enlist the support of Bundoran Company andlhéve its co~
operation in the destruction of Mullaghmore Castle, éilmartin had

information that the place was about to be taken over and occupied

by British forces. The conference was not long in seasiop when a
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membe_r. of the_ household rushed in to say that two 1c.;rry loads

of Br:itish' forces were coming in the bye-road, We decided to
éeparate-?and make good our escape from the place, wh:_ich we
succeeded in doing. Ia very short time Finlay's ihouse was
surrounded and searched, The raid was mqst unexpecited and
naturally we thought that some person had given .il;ifo-rma.tion about
our location on i.;h:-._tt. night. We made enquiries later but could
not find out the cause of the raid. I got into the Marine

Hotel and from there I could see the British forces :t.aking

John Brennan into custody. Brennan was one of our Company
Tntelligence Officers and often conveyed useful information, which

included the location of Belfasti 'boycott' goods. '

On one other occasion we had reason to suspect that the
R.1.C. were receiving some information about our plans, On the
30th October, 1920, we had made plans to attack a regular R.I.C.
patrol that travelled along the main road from Bundoran to
Tﬁllaéha.n. The position was selected at a spot behind the
Protestant Church, The ambush party mobilised at John Conlon's
shed within easy reach of the position., Scouts uere posted to
watch and given warning when the patrol would set o'ut{.. The
ambush party remained in position but no patrol came in their
direction on that day. Considering that the patrol was almost
a daily routine at the time, we were naturally very s;uspicious

about their decision not to travel the route on that day.

About this time arrangements were being made forg an atfack
on Tempo, County Fermanagh, R.I.C. Barracks. The Battalion 0/C.
there asked for Voil\mi-:eers from Bundoran Company to assist if
called upon, The Company waited in readiness all t.h; night butl

was not called upon. T learned a short time after that the
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' DURING
barracks was captured, one Volunteer being shot dead bofowe the
L

engagement. ‘ ;

On the 22nd April, 1921, the Battalion 0/C., Thoma;s MeShea
and "Poppy" Johnston, who had been 'on the run' for a EOnSiderable
time, were arrested in their homes at 4 a.m. "Hun " QOherty's
home was raided on the same nigh£ but he was absent. IFollowing the
arrest of McShea I considered it imperative to prove t& the British
Authorities that there were stlll officers and men lefﬁ to carry on
the fight. "Hun" Doherty was 'on the run' and not av;ilable to take
‘chargé of the Battalion, Therefore I considered thatiI should take

over as T was, by now, the senior officer in the Battalion.

T received information from John Brennan, tq'whomzl have
referred earlier, that a consignment of Belfast ‘'boycott! goods had
arriv;d at Bundoran Railway.StatiAn, consigned to variaus traders
in the town, T mobilised some men'of the Bundoran Coﬁpany and
posted an armed party to cover the R.I.C. barrack, whic% was situated
convenient to the Railway Station, with instrugtions tﬂwfire on any
E.I.C. man who attempted to leave the barracks. The remainder of
the .party proceeded to the goods store and from there r?moved and
destroyed some tons of goods. Sometime later we raideﬂ shops and
removed Belfast goods, takingz the same precautions to kgep the R.I.C.

confined to barrack,

At a meeting of the Battalion staff and Company Officers, after
the arrest of McShea and Johnston, I was proposed&nd unanimously
elected as 0/C, of the Battalion. I asked to be alloﬁed to withdraw
in favour of "Hun" Doherty; he was Vice 0/C. of the Bat%alion up until

then and I did not wish to accept the appointment over his head,

About May, 1921 I was called, as representing the ?attalion, to

a Brirade Council meeting at Laghybar. Henry McGowan, Knoclk,
' !
]
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Rallybofey, was then O/C. of the Brigade. He asked me to act
as Brigade Adjutant and assist iﬁ organising the Brigaée which was
ther in bad shape as no attention had been pald to speéial services,
such as good dispatch system, engineering etec., which Qas very
important. I immediately set about getting these services organised
and functioning in a fairly satisfactory manner. Henry McGowan was
arrested about the 10th June, 1921. As no Vice 0/C. had been
appointed, T acted Brigade 0/C. until the appointmeﬁt éf Sam G'Flaherty
Castlefinn, as 0/C. towards the end of June, 1921, From then wntil
the Truce and afterwards T acted in the capacity of Vice 0/C. and

Adjutant of the Ath({Donegal)Brigade. /57 NORTHERN DivVisIoN.

Henry McGowan was arrested in a dug-out at a place calle& .
Kelly's Bridge, betwsen Pettigo and Donegal town, aloné with some
merbers of the Active Service Unit which he commanded ét the time.
Two members of the A.3.U, were shot dead on that occasion while
attempting to escape. Our G.H.Q. ordered an investigation into the
matter as it had received information to the effect that an agent
on the estate of Lord Caledon, near Kelly's Bridge, was alleged to
have given information to the British forces about the:location of
the dug-out. The Brigade 0/C. detailed e to carry out the
investigation, Tt was arranged that T would call on Fhe agent
disguised in the uniform of a British Army Officer with six
Volunteers from the Ballybofey Battalion under the comﬁand of Michael
Doherty, now residing at Ashgrove, Liscooley, Castlefinn, who were
to be dressed in the uniform of British Army privates.; The
Ballybofey party was to convey all uniforms, including:the cne for
me, to Kelly's Brigade, i
l
I? was arranged that I would travel as a pilgrim Fo Lough Derg,

from Pundoran to Pettigo, with a Volunteer named Eddie Kelly from

Coonev, Killeter, County Tyrone, near the Donegal border, From
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Pettigo we travelled by hackney car, driven by Owen O'i)onnell,

0/C,, Pettigo Company, ostensibly under the pretext of buying

sheep at Kelly's Bridge. Kelly was in the sheep trad&a and had a
good knowledge of the country around Kelly's Bridge where he had
often bought sheep prior to this, Our appointment with the
Ballybofey party was timed for 11 a.m,, but they did ‘not turn up
until 11.30 and then they had no uniforms, They infoi'med me that
théy bs;rely escaped interception by a party of British. forces on

the way and were forced to abandon the uniforms. How?ver, T was
able to investipate the matter on the spot without int:érviawing the
agent and satisfied myself, beyond all doubt, that he was not in any
way responsible. Tt is my opinion that.. proper precaui‘.ims were not
taken to conceal the location of the dug-out. Such timings as empty
food tins, cigarette packets ete. strewn around an :I.soiated spot was

almost certain to attract attention. ‘

After carrying out the investigation, I parted wi‘il:,h the
remainder of the party and set out across the mountain' to the north
shore of Lough Derg where I had arranged to m\eej;, Owen {i)'Donne]l,
who had returned after settling me down in the morning.r When I met

O'Donnell he was glad to see me again., He told me that on his way
back from Kelly's Bridge he was halted from a distance; He ignored
the order and increased speed, Some shots were firedtand he
pointed ou® the holes in the side screens of the car c;used by

bullets,

'

On Christmas morning, 1922, while I was Adjutant of the
Auxiliary Garda Depot at Collinstown, I reiated the ab&ve story to
other Carda officers present. The Poiice Instructor — later
Chief Superintendent Magulre of Limerick City, seemed deeply

interested in my story, asked me to continue and 1eave:out. no detail,
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¥hen I had finished he said, "My God, Joe, were you in charge of
the I.R.A. party on that day? I was then District Inspector in
Raphoe and in charge of the police and military patrol on that day.

You can thank me that you were not all pulled in",

As a result of the organisation of Intelligence Units in the
Brigade aresa, ralds were frequently carried out on mai18. Any
correspondence addressed to members of the British for:ces and
suspects was opened and carefully scrutinised. Any information
gleaned from this source was passed on to me. Reports on the
strength of each R.I.C. and military posts together wj:.th the names
of the off{icers stationed there were, at this period, ?regularly
furnished to me. T still retain in my possession a 1E-eport. on the

enemy strength in the Brigade area, dated 7th July, 1921.

I also have in my possession a document of the -safmn date
setting out the organisation of the Lth Donegal Brigade, lst
Northern Division, also a nominal roll of the-Brigade.land Battalion
staffé. The Investigator has had an opportun.’;ty to t;axamine thia

document and the following is an exact cof:y t—

The 4th Brigade comprises three Battalions:

Quarter—;
0.C. Vice O.C. Adjutant master I.0.

BRIGADE STAFF

S, O'Flaherty. Joe Murray, John J.McCool, Fd,Cassidy, M.J. Fagan.
1st BATTALION STAFF.

M1, Doherty, John- Navis, Wm,MceMennamin, Jer,mlrray.; Ed,lMcFeely,

2nd BATTALION STAFF,

Thos., Daly Ml, ILangan. P, McDermott. Ml,Gallagher. - -Knox

Ia_—both 4&.}# ,

Dan Gallacher. ¥d,McCrane, Jas . McKenna., Vin,McCabe,: John McGrory.

]
I
I
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SPECIAL SERVICES.

Scouting &

Fneineers Siemals Transport Despateh,. Training,
BRIGADE STAFF, :
T.-.’m,McCloske&. Thos.Steel, Seamus O'Donnell, - | Paddy lee.
1st. BATTALION. |
Joe Hanniean. Hugh McMenamin, Ml,Bogan, Jas, Foy,
'~ 2nd BATTALION,
Sea;gs_nuf‘fv - Bonnar, Joe MeGettigan, P, T, Munday 1
oz 3rd BATTALION. |
Ower. 0'Donnell - W, Gilligan. Hugh MbDonneil.Jose

gh
McCusker.

The above report on officer personnel was submitted at a Brigade

Staff Meeting held on Sunday 10th July, 1921, |

SIGNED: 4 _
(I Murray) /
Date: 2F af b uw«r—;/ 1857
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