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@ STATEMENT OF MR. MARTIN NEWELL ’

i 7y Liam Mellows Terrace, Loughrea,

formerly of

|, .|
! Caheradine, Craughwell, Co. Galwvay.

My father, John Newell, was Centre of the I.R.B. for the
Barony of Dunkellin in the 1880.s. and, during that time,
thére was considerable agrarian trouble in the area. In 1882,

he|worked as a ploughman for Dr. Burke of Rahasane, a landlord.

Ab?ut the only geood quality Dr. Burke had was that he never
in#erfered with the men who worked on his farm.

i Agitation was high against the landlords at this particulax
time and Dr. Burke left for a holiday in England. On his retury

from holiday, he had with him for his protection two English

t
. soldiers (Redcoats) who were armed with Winchester rifles.

f
In [the afternoon of the day of Dr. Burke's return home, he

valked to the extreme end of the farm to where my father was
ploughing and walked alongside of him, talking to him for a
considerable time While he was ploughing. The folloﬁing _
morning, Dr. Burke went to Gort to get ejectment oréers against

some of his tenants. He travelled in a back-to-hack horse trap

acqompanled by one of the soldiers who, of course, was armed.

%hls way home from Gort he was ambushed at Castletaylor by
i

five I1.R.B. men armed with shotguns. Dr. Burke, the soldier

and the horse were shot dead. :The slugs used in this‘éttack
vere éctually in my father's pocket the afterncon before
whén Dr. Burke walked alongside him whilst he was ploughing.
’ After the attack, the men crossed.the farm of another
langlord named Shaw-Taylor, and on the way ﬁet Shaw-Taylor
him%elf. Some of the men wanted to shoot Shaw-Taylor, but as

allifive men did not agree to do so, no attempt was made on hin.

menfgot safely away and, that night, according to plans



pﬁeviously made, the men brought the guns to my father, who

h%d them on Dr. Burke's farm.

: My father was one of the jurymen at the inguest, and_
|

Shaw-Taylor, who was summoned to give evidence, never took his
? 8 ?

|

e%es off my father during the whole of the proceedings. Vhen
qéestioned if he knev any of the five men whom he met on his
farm after the shooting, Shaw-Taylor stated that he knew
intimatély every man who lived within a six-milemdius of where
he himself lived and none of the men he saw on his land lived

wilthin that radius. Although, in fact, two of the men lived

- within one mile; one lived within three miles; another within

four miles, and t@e other man lived outside the six-mile radius.
It was believed that Shaw-Taylor had recognised the men but,
through fear, gave thé evidence he did. ‘

The Captain Taylor who later introduced a Land Act in the
British House of Commons was a kinsman of Shaw-Taylor. |

The five men who tool pért in the attack on Dr. Burke

wg?e: William Greene and Maftin Connolly, both of Rathcosgrave,

' Cr?ughwell; Brian Grealish, Kileeneen, Craughwell; Pat Gegan,

Guirane, Kilcolgan, and Patch Connolly, Ballymana, Craughwell,
Al? fivew ent to America. Greene and\Grealish returned and
di%d here; the others never returned. |

1 The connecting links between that period and the founding
of| Sinn Fein in 1905 were certainly the Land League, the I.R.B.
movement and the G.A.A.

When the Sinn Fein movement was started in Galway in 1905,

Thomas Kilkelly was I.R.B. Centre for the county, but he
'stood by' the Parliamentary Party. AL that time, Tom Kenny
of Craughwell, became I.R.B. Centre for the county Galway and
he |was appointed from Dublin to lead Sinn Fein in the county.
He was assisted by Stephen Jordan, Larry fardner, both of
Atgenry, and many others, and the younger men of the distriet

rallledziround hinm.

|
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i"From'this timezohwar&s,'Kenny used go to Dublin fairly
: dften and-became ecqeainted with Tom Clarke, Sean MeDermott,
Austln Stack, Sean Hllroy, Eoin O'Duffy, lorcan 0'Toole, Dinny
'McCullougn, Dick Fltzgerald and many of the leaders. I was
famlllar Ulth the names- of these men from llsuenlng to him
telllng of discussion he had'w1th them long before -they became
kn?wn to the general public. |

'i Kenny had come under police notlce and was r egarded by
.them_as being a dangerous man. On his trips to Dublin and-
eléewhere he wee“elways folloeed'ﬁy two detectives. Often'
heltrled to trick them, but only’ once was he successful and
that was on a 30urney from Dublln to Uaterford when ‘he
sudceeded in evadlng them. . _
L “Tn 1909 there was a dlsbuted farm'in-Craughwell anﬁ the
-waﬁls ‘were broken down twice. Tuo baillffs were sent out from
'Loughrea to bulld thex:dlls under pollce protectlon. A meetlng-
of ;he Cranghwell Clrcle of the I.R.B. was held to dlscuss
| what aotlon should be- taken._ It vas declded to appoznt three
menlto flre at the tuo balllffs, not Uith the 1ntent10n of
kililng them, but only to frlghten "them off. On the app01nted
h daylthe balllffs Uere flred at and both of them were wounded.ill
An H I Co man named tholdrlck, Uho‘fas protectlng the balllffs,
gflred at the attackers and fblloued them, the. attaokers flred
_ oacL at him s0.as to stop him- from followlng them. In the end

McGéldrlck got so close %o ope of. the men that he had no optlon

'..“ut to shoot tholdrlck dead. After the shooting, an R.I.C.
| ;

‘ fhut“was built in Craughuell toaiccommodate the extra pollce'

who | haa beeﬁ drafted 1nto the v1llage.. ihere Uere 36 R.I. C..

statloned 1n Crausnwell betueen the barracks and the hut.

i Two men ~ Tom Hynes and Michael Dermody - were arrested

" and 'charged with the murder of Constable McGoldrick. Both of

.them were TI.R.B. men but vere not at the shooting. They were
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tried in Galway and Limerick and on both occasions the jury

di?agreed. They were then brought to Dublin and the jury again
di%agreed. They were released in June 1910, and on their
return home they got a great welceme from the people, even
meébers of U.I.L. joined in.

There was a strong branch of the U.I.L. in.Craughwell

and the members of it were‘véry antagonistic towards Kenny, due
to'the fact that he and his associafes were attracting many

reéruits to Sinn Fein from the U.I.L.

About this time, the English Under Secretary made a

statement in the Bnglish House of Commons which included the

phrase "Was Ireland going to be governed by a Water Bailiff in
1

Dublin and a blacksmith in Galway". Major John McBride was the

! .
pefson referred to as the Water Bailiff, and Tom Kennyas the

Gaiway blacksmith.

A fight between the supporters of Sinn Fein and the members
ofithe U.L.L. started in Craughwell on 16th December 1910. The
U.;.L. was supported tooth and nail by the rifle butts and
baéons of the.R.I.C. The fights broke out every week énd
continued for almost two years. The R.I.C. always took the

si@e of the U.I.L.

The U.I.L. initiated a boycott against Kenny. It proved

very successful. He worked as a blacksmith for Mr. Concannon
of}Rockfield, who sacked him on crders from the U.I.L. |
Atithis time, Sean McDermott came from Dublin to Craughwell as
meéiator, but_the‘U.I.L. refused to discuss the matter with him.
Evéntually the antagonism died out.
I was sworn into the I.R.B. in i9i3 by Archie Heron as a

member of the Craughwell Circle. Tom Kenny was Centre.

' In June 1914, a company of the Volunteers was organised in
Rockfield. It was started by the supporters of Sinn Fein.

|

Some time later, a company was formed in Crauvghwell. It was

|
started and controlled by the U.I.L. I joined the Rockfield

t
I
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CJmpany on its formation. Drill parades were held twice a
Weék. The instructor was Johnny Naughton, an ex-soldier of
the British army. The first captain'of'the combany was Morgan
Hequ, After about four or five weeks, a meeting of the
Cr%ughwell I.R.B, Circle was held.  Kenny pointed out that
He%ly was not suitable for the job, and the Circle decided to
ha%e him r emoved. Subsequently thiswas done, and Gilbert
Morrissey was elected captain. Gilbert was an I.R.B. man
There were approximetely 40 men in the company, about half of

|
whom were I.R.B. men.

About the autumn of 1914, a. review of all Volunteers in
Co. Galway was held in "The Fark", Athenry, now the Kenny
Memorial Fark. The salute was taken by Colonel Maurice Moore
anq The O0'Rahilly was on the platform. The town was decorated

with bunting, banners, etc. for the occasion. I remember one
i

I . . s
of the banners across the street bore the inscription: "Home

Rulle or else".

I continued with the Rockfield Company until some time in
l9ﬂ5, when I got a tranéfer to the Clarenbridge Company of the
Volﬁnteers and to the Clarenbridge Circle of the I.R.B., as
Clarenbridge was nearer to me and all my friends and associates

were in the Clarenbridge area. Eamon Corbett was captain of

the Clarenbridge Companys. The split did not affect the company

|
as most of the members were I.R.B. men.

A monster review of the Volunteers was held in the Phoenix

Park, Dublin, at which John Reqund‘t@ok the salute and

addressed the Voluntee?s. The Clarembridge Company did not

att%nd this review, but the Craughwell Company, which was
controlled by the U.I.L., attended it.
3

E Some time in 1915, Fr, Henry Feeney was appointed C.C. of
Cla%enbridge and he threw himself wholeheartedly into the

advéncement of the Volunteers and did everything in his powver

-

|
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to fncourage us. Meetingsof the officers were held in his
h0ﬁse, and even bombs were manufactured there. He always

attended our parades.

Soon after my transfer to Clarenbridge, the company was

visﬁted by Liam Hellows. He was very boyish-looking and full

of enthusiasm for his work. He impresged us tremendously by
his determinétion and, looking at his slight figure and boyish
appFarance, we wondered where all his determination came from.
He %isited us several times until hewas arrested and deported
to England.
On St. Patrick's Day 1916, a parade of all companies of
the Irish Volunteers in Co. CGalwvay waé held in Galway City.
The| Clarenbridge Company, under Captain Eamon Corbett, marched
from Clarenbridge to Oranmore railway station and went by rail
to balway. All the members of the company ca;ried shotguns.
On arrival at Galway we marched to the rere of the County

Buildings which was the assembly point. Practically every man

on Fhe parade was armed with some kind of weapon. The vast
maj%rity had shotguns and a few had rifles; others had long-
hanfiled pikes. The parade moved off through Shop Street,
cirLled to the right and through Newecastle hack to the assembly
poipt. En route, ve wefe spbjected to cat-calls and jeefs from
thei'separation women', i.e., the wives of British soldiers

|
who!| were serving in France, ete. R.I.C. men from every barrack

in %he county were present andrplaced themselves at different
points along the route, and in their notehooks wrote the names
of men they kﬁew who carried arms. It was from the lists so
compiléd that the Volunteers were arrested after the Rising.

J .
Later, when the Galway prisoners were being questioned by the

1
Sankey Commission, the chairman of the Commission told them
the|type of weapon they carried on the parade. Ve feturned to
Craimore by train and marched-from there to Clarenbridge where

we were dismissed.



7
Training from this on was intensified. We continued to

|

|

|

|

parade regularly twice weekly. Ineddition to drilling,
inétruction in the use of arms and lectures on military
suljects? we carried out field exercises and manoeuvres.

I On Holy Thursday night 1916, Liam Meliows arrived in
Loéghrea in disguise and slipped quietly into Mr. O'Flaherty,
Dréper, by the back way. O0'Flaherty was an old Penian and was
one of the pall-bearers at the funeral Qf O 'Donovan-Rossa

in [Publin.

At this time, the house of Mrs. Walsh of Killeeneen wa.s

thﬁ recognised headguarters 6f the battalion. On Good Friday,
Joﬁn Corbett, Patrick Walsh (both since deceased) and my
brother, Ned Newell, all members.of the Clarenbridge Company,
were instructed to go to 0'Flaherty's of loughrea and to escort
Liam Mellows to Walsh's of Killeeneen. EFach of them took turn
in jcarrying Liam on his bicycle andarrived safely at Killeeneen.
That night, Volunteers armed with fevolvers were placed on the
roahs leading to YWalsh's where Liam was staying. I was on duty
on phe bohereen ieading to Rhynn village with Peadar Corbetf,
sinLe'deceased. Our instructions vere not.to allow any
sus%icious—looking stranger to pass. We wererelieved after a
few!hours. This outpost duty was continued day and night until
Eas%er Monday night when the Volunteers were mobilised for the -
 Rising. |

|
i

i

, i :
Confession on Easter Saturday and to receive Holy Communion

During Holy Week we received instructions to go to

at 11 o'eclock Mass at Roveagh Church on Sunday. e ®Were also

{
instructed to bring a&llarms, equipment and a few days' rations

and’that‘we would have breakfast in the church grounds after
|

Masé. The breakfast would be prepared for us by the Cumann na
_ .

rBarl.

A11 the Volunteers attended the Mass, as instructed, and
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|

i
af#erwardS'had breakfast in the churchg rounds. Fr. Feeney,
Li%m Mellows, EFamon Corbett, Martin Niland and Pat Callanan
”TQe Hare", along with some of the Cumann na mBan, were there.
. About 3 o'clock in the afternoon we were dismissed by
Eamon Corbett. He told us to.remain near our homes and to be
regdy for a quick mobilisation.

Early on Easter lMonday morning I went with another man

for a car of seaweed to the village of Tawin, a distance of

about 12 miles. On the way home with the seaweed, somevhere

beéween Oranmore and Clarenbridge, ﬁe met "The Hare" cycling
toﬁardsus. He jumped off the bike and said: "Hurry home,Newell.
thg Volunteers are out in Dublin and I'm going to Oranmore.

When you have delivered the seaweed, go to Killeeneen",

T arrived home at about 5 p.m. and went to Killeeneen, In the

meantime, "The Hare" had been back in Killeeneen and had left

again. Later that night, I was sent by Famon Corbett to
Cla}enbridge to instruet the Volunteers to come fully armed to
Kiileeneen. All the men of the combany canme to Killeeneen
tha% night. Among those present at Walsh's that night were:

r

Feeney, Liam Mellows, Eamon Corbett, Martin Niland, Padraig
Fahy and, of course, Mrs. Walsh. (I would like to say here

that Mrs. Walsh was a grand type of Irishwoman. She had an

intFnse love of' Ireland and everything Irish. She and her
famﬁly were heart and soul with the Volunteers. From before
theéRising and right'through the War of Independence her home
ﬁasg”open house" for the Volunteers and I.R.A. and there was
alwéys a warm welgome for them. She was most self~sacrificing
and| it is wellknown that very often, having fed the Volunteers
at night, that she had nothihg left for the family breskfast

in the morning; but she was only too happy to help the cause

‘of freedom. She adored Mellows and he held her in the highest

|
est?em).

i
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At about 8_o'clock on Tuesday morning we were lined up

g — ~Q———""

utside Walsh's. Practically every man was armed with a shot
m. DBefore we moved off, Eamon Corbett sang the following
ong: 1.

"For thee we stand, O native land,

. To thee we pledge devotion;

Cur love for thee will ever be
As boundless as the ocean.

For ages past, with voices massed
Have poets hymned thy story;

But soldiers now upon thy brow
Shall poise a crown of glory.

CHORUS

Then forward for the hour has come
"To free our fettered sireland;

'#¥id cannon boom and roar of gun
We'llmfor God and Ireland.

Fiehr IT

What matter if the road be long,

We'll tread it to the end, boys;
- What matter if the foe be strong,

Our country we'll defend, boys.

The star of hope illumes the way
Our fathers trod before us,

God send the light of freedom's day
To dawn in splendour o'er us.

Repeat chorus

IiI.

i Out yonder leaps the beacon fire
To guide us through the valley;
Around us throng our martyred sires
to harken and to rally.
Strike home for God and Ireland now, -
Strike home for all we treasure;
And if the foeman drink - we vow
| To. give him brimming measure.

*l...

Repeat chorus.

We set off to march to Clarenbridge, a distance of about
four miles. On the way MaRtip ;Nilano\and I collected a quantity
of ammunition at Killeeneen New School. We called at the house

and
of [Edward Burke, ane x-R.I.C. man % seized a single and a double

barrel shotgun, a revolver and two bicyecles. We continued
through the demesne and arrived at the convent gate, Claren-

bridge, where we were halted and given right turn. Mellows,
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|

standing at the right-hand side of the company, addressed us.
He a sked for twelve Volunteers to step out. Fractically the
vhole company stepped forward. He then selected twelve men

and instructed them to proceed in front of the main—body into

the village. We proceeded into Clarenbridge and launched an
attack on the R.I.C. Barracks. During the attack, the Farish
P%iest, Fr. Tully, came on the s cene and remonstrated with
Mgllows to call off the attack. Mellows refused to do so unless
the ﬂ.I.C. surrendered. He asked Fr. Tully to call on the
pélice to surrender. Fr. Tully did so, but they refused, and we
resuned the attack. After a while, the attack was called off.
_Before the attack, all roads leading to Clafenbridge had
begn blocked by trees, mineral water cases, etc.

Shortly after the attack had started, a policeman cycling
to Clareﬁbridge from Kilcolgan was called on by the outpogt

to, halt and put up his hands. He made ang ttempt to draw his

reyolver and one of the outpost - my brother Ned - dPened fire
|

on| him and wounded him. Hewas brought into the convent where-
" he| received medical attention.

l About nobn; we proceeded to Oranmore to reinforce the
Maree and Oranmore companies who were to attack Oranmore R.iaC.
baT:ack. When we arrivea there we discovered that they hed
already attacked the harrack, but without success.

Mellows got a message from Galway that a strong force of
R.I.C. had got on the outgoing train at Galway and that they
were coming to Oranmore. I don't know who brought the message,
but the train had hot-reached Oranmore when he got it.

Imﬂediately, Mellows received the message, he sent a Volunteer

to [the railway station, a distance of about three guarters of a
mile, to find out if the police got off the-train and what

‘ - :
thelir strength was. The train arrived in the station before

theiEolunteer got there. They got off the train and.%potted'

i
|



|
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|

%he Volunteer and opened fire on him. The Volunteer jumped

on his bike and in a stooped position and under cover of a
wall got safely away and r eported to Mellows that the police
had got off the train. '

There were three companies of Volunteers in Oranmore at
this time.” They were: Maree, Oranmore and Clarenbridge, about
ﬂ30 men altogether. We got the command to 'fall in' and we
marched out the Athenry road. Mellows remained behind; he.
was the last to leave and took cover at the gable of Reilly's
public-house until -the R.I.C.'arrived in the village from the
sFation and, vhen they were about to enter the R.I.C. barrack,
h? opened Tire on them,'wiﬁﬁf I think, an automatic pistol
f%om a distance of.25 yards.

i Ve marched along the main Oranmore-Athenry road to the
Agricultural College, Athenry, a distance of about six miles.
We¢ arrived at the college after dark and the follow1ng companies
Uére already there: Athenry, Rockfield (Craughwell), Newcastle,
Dérrydonnell, Cussaun, Kilconiron. We:meained.in the farmyard
aﬁtached to the college fhat night and slept in the outhouses

ol hay and straw. On the grounds of the college therewasan

Sobn after we took over the farmyard, the R.I.C. hurriedly
evacuated the hut. On instructions, some Volunteer went to the
huF and took away fecords and documents which the R.I.C. had
1e?t in it.

! We paraded early next morning (Wednesday). Ve were order-
ed!by an officer - i cannot remember who he was ~ to yoke the

|

ho#ses to the carts and load them up with potatoes etc.
| _
While we were doing so, a scout named Casserly came with the

news that Castlegar and Claregalway -companies had.ambushéd a
convoy of R.I.C. at Carnmore Crossroad and were on their way
after him across the mountain to join the mainwbody at the.

farFyard. They arrived about a quarter of" an hour later.
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A scout came inffrom the Aﬁhenry direction with the news

'l
|
|
|
|
| :
ﬁhat a number of R.I.C. men had moved out of Athenry and had

gone into the Agriéultural College land on the opposite side
B
of the road and were moving in .a south westerly direction

|

towards the farmyard. Captain Eamon Corbett got five or six

men a rmed with rifles’ across the main road into the Mulpit road
a£d opened fire on the R.I.C. men who were advancing towards
them. The police returned the fire and retreated back into

the town. While Corbett was advancing to meet the R.I.C., &
Voluntéer named Good'from the Athenry Company, took a party

of Volunteers and travelled along the north side of the railway
towards Athenry with the intention of coming in beﬂind the

RJI.C. and cutting them off from the town, but before he had

cqmpleted the movement, the-R.I.C. had already retreated back

to‘the tovmn.

Neither side sufifered any casualties during this engage~

me%t. tle then got the order to 'fall in ' and marched to

Mo&ode Castle, about four miles distant. We remained in Moyode
| .
that night and Thursday. Mellows established his headquarters

in{the Castle and there was considerable headquarters activity
- while we were there. Patrols were sent out on the different
roads to get any information about enemy activity and to attack

en%my patrols that they might come across.

I

| During our stay in Moyode, Tom Kenny came several times
. l ’
on Porseback and had discussions with Mellows. .On Thursday,
a party of Volunteers went to the R.I.C. barracks in the

1 :

viliage of Tallyho. The barrack had been evacuated and the
|

Volﬁnteers took away the documents and r ecords.
| N
| The potatoes commandeered in the farmyard proved to. be

|
unegtable, and a party of Velunteers viere sent out with horses

I

Farts,which had also been commandeered &t the Agricultural
Colﬂege, to the farm of Joseph King, an ectensive farmer, to
/

- f

and

|
|
.i
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|

g%t some good eating potatoes. While the potatoes were being

l ‘
loaded, the escort saw a party of R.I.C. moving in the direction

| .
o% Moyode. The Volunteers got on the roof of a shed and opened

|

fire on the R.I.C. and drove them back.

1
!
l

agsemble in the yard. Mellows and AlT Eonaghan addressed us

On Thursday night, all the Volunteers were instructed to

and pointed out that any ma8n who was not prepared to continue .
with them was'free to leave and that they could do so honourably
and that nothing worse would be thouwght of him. When some of
th% men Were leaving, Martin Niland was standing on the archway
ledding to the yard. He was waving a tricolour and saying in
gsolemn tones: "This is the flag, boys, this is the flag".

Hi% object was to encourage the men to stand firm. The majority
oftthe men who left that night returned the following day

(Fﬁiday).

On Friday Mellows got word in Moyode that the Craughwell
CoAp&ny of the National (Redmond) Volunteers were prepaved to
joi% up with us if we would accept them. On receiving this
inf?rmation, Mellows sent Gerry Deely and myself out to the
vil?ages to contact the prominent members of the Redmond
Vol#nteers. Our instructions from Mellows was to tell them
tha# they would be gladly accepted if they came. Ve carried
out!these instructioné by interviewing several prominent members,
butltheyz'efused.'

1 On our way back to Moyode we came across a party of
Volu%teers of the Moyode garrison who were commandeering two
1oad% of potatoes from a local farmer, when two cartloads of
flou%,Kbeing carted from Galway to Farrell's Bakery, Loughrea,
came|along. We left the potatoes with the farmer and command-
eered the flour which we took to Moyode.

On Friday evening, the garrison was assembled in the yard
and marched out towards the south and continued for about ten

milesi. Ve were halted at a place called Coxtown; two priests hac
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tLenelrrived on thé scene. They had consultations with Mellows
a#d his staff, after which we were marched on a mile further
té Lime Pafk'House which was unoccupied at the time. Those of
us who were not on outpost duty went into the outhouse for a
sieep. After some time Ve were }oused by the blowing of a |
whistle.and told to assemble at the frontjqf the house.
Mellows and a priest were standing on the step in front of the
haildoor. The priest addressed us. He pointed out that the
sagrifice contemplated would be useless, that the position we
weLe in was untenable, resistance futile and thatwe had
nothing to offer in the nature of retaliation, and that for
future s ervice to our country as living Volunteers, we would
be%more uéeful than to go through the holocaust that would be
inevitable. Someone shouted: "What is the captain doing?®™ -~
Me%lows'said: "is for myself, I am fighting on", and Tom Fahy
of{Tawin, Oranmore, and William Kelly of Colwood, Athenry,
shohted: "We stand with you".

We disbanded. I went home and then went on the fun.. I
eva?ed arrest until.the morning of 12th May when I was arrested
and’taken to Moyvilla R.I.C. barracks; from there on the same
day*I was taken to Athenry Barracks. Iater the same day,

I was taken by train to Broadstone Station, Dublin, and marched
by éhe back streets to Richmond Barracks. We were put into
rooms, 25 in each room. When we entered the room allocated to
us‘ﬁhere was a young man alréady there seated on blankets. We
got hnto conversation with him. He told us that he had been
woun?ed in the leg during the Rising in Dublin and that he was
not %ble to stand and that he had not yet received any medical
atte%tion. His name was lioel Lemass. Two days later an
ambuiance came and brought him to King George V Hospital.
During our stay of one week in Richmond Barracks, wé Were

|

fed on| bully beef, dog biscuits and water. After a week we were
l
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paraded on the s guare and marched to the North Vall, put on

c#ttle boats. OCur boatwent to Glasgow and we were brought to
B#rlinnie Detention Barracks, Glasgow. About 60 of the
pfisoners on our bqét were put on the train for Perth. On the
v%yage to Glasgow the spirits of the men were very high,
a%though we 4did not know our destination.

l' We were kept in Barlinnie Detention Barracks for four of
f%vexveeks and all the time we were in solitary confinement.
Vel were then served with internment orders which stated that we
were to be interned in an internment camp at Frongoch, North
Waies. Tvo days later, we were marched to the station and put
onia train. We travelled all night to Balla wvhich was beside
Fréngoch Camp. Ve were interned in the south camp which was
anjold distillery and had been used until a short time bhefore
our arrival as an internment camp for German prisoners of war.

{ 'Qinger' O'Connell was the first éamp commandant and he
wa4 replaced by Michael Spaines. There were about 2000
pri%oners in the camp. After some time we were brought in.

bat%hes to London to appear before the Sankey Commission.
_Uhile‘in London we were kept in Hoymwood Scrubbs Prison.

Vihen I appeared before thé Commission: I was asked if I took
part in the rebellion in Galvay. I said "Yes". I was asked
if llf was armed., I said "Yes". I was then g sked who was the
lea%er. I said "Liam Mellows". I was also asked vhy I had
tak%n uparms., I replied that I thought that my count;y had a
righ& to be free. He then said: "Is.that all you have to say
for %ourself?“ His next query was: "Do you know Edward Burke?"
I sa%d: "Yes", Héx'eplied by saying: "This is what he has got
to séy about you". "That you with others on the morning of |

: 25thiApril called at Edward Burke's father's house and took

- avay.ltwo shotguns, a revolver and twe bicycles.! That finished

my interview.

|
|
I
|
|
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1 During the few days we were in Wormwood Scrubbs Prison we
v

I

ere visited by William Duffy, M.P. for South Galway. He
seemed very sympathetic fowards us and asked us if we had any

'c?mplaints.
E As a result of the investigations of the Sankey Commission,

Ve made no complaint.

about 1500 prisoners were released during the next few weeks

I ,was one of the 500 prisonérs who were not released until
|

Christmas 1916, Some few weeks before we were released,
|

J%hn Redmond stated in the English House of Commons that
' tﬁe best Christmas box the Government could give to the

Irish people was to release all the prisoners.
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