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\§ Toana, Kinvara G a

" “The Green Cockade® and "The Forge of Clohogue®. One I

' sumzer of 1915. I was recruited by Fr,. O'lechan, C.C.,
Kinvara. The number of Volunteers in Kinvara. Company w?s

|
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STATENEN THORAS RE

I was born in Tovna, Kinvara, in September, 189L,

and was educated at Kinvara Hatlonal School until I reached

the age of fifteen. There was no Irish or Irish history,

taught in school at that tiwme, iy parents were both Irish

spenkers, 1 often bheard my mother say  that when she was
going to school she was punished for speaking Irish.

y father took an active part in the lLand League

and United Irish Leagus. 1 remember in my young deys that

the old men at social gatherings clasped hands and sang

Irish songs together. In the winter time dances were held

ragularly in our townland.. Patriotic songs like *Hichael

Duyer™ and "The Bold Fenion Uen® wore sung at these gatherin

I heard stories of the Fenians and so became aware of

Se
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Ireland's struggle for her fresdon. In addition, I read all

the broks on Ireland I could lay my hands on, Amongst the

books I read wera A.l. Sullivan's "History of Ireland®,

liked particularly wall was “The Irish Chieftain® or %A
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struggle for the Croun® by Captain Blake Fostor, & patr10t101

Catholic landlord of Galway City and Ballykale, Kilfenora,
Co. Clare. There were only a fev coples printed., This
book d&ealt with the Battle of Aughrim and the Siege of

Linsrick,. It gave a va-r} detailed account of the Irish

|
i
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soldiers dividing into two camps after the Treaty of Limerick.

I Joined the Irish Volunteers in Kinvera in the

about forty. John Burke of Cahermore was Company Captain.
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There were no Lieutenants at that time, Drilling took place

every Ounday. The drill instructors vwere Eamonn Qorbett. '
aftornards a member of DAil Eireann, and Patrick Cellanan
of Kiliesneen, niclknaged The Hare"™, Liam Hellowes camJ and
drilied the company two or three times,  In additlon to fooﬁ
drill, there was close order and extended order drill and i
route marches. Two members of the R.I.C. statloned at |
Kinvara fbllowéd us ¥herever ve went, whether it uas along t&e
‘public road or across the fields. .Sométimes we lost them !
in the fields end they laughed vhen they caught up with Ws. {

3 L
Yie bad no arms and received no instructions ia any kind of !

weapon..

We knez nothing whatever of the coming Rising.

tio wera told by Fr, O'tieshan to go to Coenfession and

. Communion for Easter (1916) and to wear our groen Volunteer
hats which he had given to us. He also regularly distribute
copies of the 5inn F&in papers, including *Hationality® Jnd
*3cisaors and Paste™, He gave them to us free of charge.

I remember he pot & parcel of these papers every uveak.

(ne tnhing eapeclally I romembsr about Fr. O'Meehan 1s thot

e e R

he alsays told us not to insult the R.I.C. as he was of

opinion that they tould change over and join with us when
the time came to fight. I remember algso that he told us

thet there was to be & big parsds of Volunteers in Qort on

St. Patrick's Day, 1916. This parade 418 not take place.
I nover heard why.

On Baster Sunday morning more than half the company

turned up at Kinvara Church for Mass and Holy Communion I
in accordance with Fr, O'leehant's wishes. The recsainder
of the company 61d likevise at Doorus where there was a
second church in the parish, After kass I went home for

breakfast. I went to the parade of the company that Sunday




evening as usual. The parade took place at Qartron,_a gquarter

of a mile from Kinvara. .1 do not remember Who was drill’ing |

Iramemberwenadnoarmaon‘thaj

the company that evening.

parade. Ve were dlsmissed as usual.
Things wore Jjust tho sams as on any .

Wa knew :nothing of

the coning Rising.
other Uunday evening,

I heard nothing of the Rising in Dublin until the

following Wednesday morning. Pldraig Eilkelly, aftemafds'

1st Licutenant of Kinvara Company and later a member of [1id
Clere Flying Column, then celled to my house and told nme |
that there was an insurrection in Dublin and to go at once
When I arrived at Clonagee

to Clonasee near Kinvara,
Fr.

the majority of the company were assembled there.
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He addressed the company, sayingf

Qff2enan was there also.
that the Rising had taken place in Dublin, that we also
were going into the fight and that probahiy sora of us
Ha sald that if there was any

i
I
i
i
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were going to cur deaths.

VYoluntesr on parade who u:lahed to leave, he could do so
and he (Fr. 0'Fachan) wonld think nono the less of him ror
doing so. Hao repeated: "lot any mon who now wants to lezlave
gtep out of the ranks%. DHNone of the msan stepped out. I‘

Tha R.I.C. hod evecuated the barrack in Kinvara a a
day or two before this, They went to Gort and took 'l
PSdraiz Fahy, an Irish tescher from Ballycehalan, & pxiiao:;'er
with them. P8draig had come to Kinvara to seo Fr. O'Heehjan
either on the Monday or Tuesday of Easter Week. I ttli.nk?

it was i‘ueaday morning. A man named Horrissey from At:h.enry
and another called O'Dea from Stradbslly were with P&dra:lg.
The R.I.C. were hidinz in a grove ocutside Fr. O'lachan's ‘
house. When Phdraig Fahy and his comredes pulled up in a
motor car the R.I.C. challenged thom 8nd there was & stru:ggle.
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I heard after@ards that ons of the two men with Pédralg Fahy

|

vas teken prisoner and that PAdraig and the other man went i
; :

to rescue him. In any event, P8dralig was ceptured and| his

t"z:o companions got avay in the car, which the R.1.C. fired
at and hit as it left. '

)
Fr. O'Lashan,having addressed ns.. gave us Genoral !
Absolution and told us to collect all the arms and ammunition
we could in Kinvara apd the surrounding district. Ve theni
marched into the towvn of Kinvara and halted at avory house 1
we knew contained a shotpun. At each houge the oc#ner 1
was asked to give his gun. The majority gave willingly. E
Some refused end in these cases we took the guns by forl::e. i
I remomber one such case clearly. Bartly Birmingham, t.hen!
8 Justice of the Pesca, struck PAdraig Kilkelly, afteraards;
1st Lieutenant Kinvare Company of the I.R.A.. Hichael Kilkelly,
8 brother of P&draig, lnocked out Birmingham #ith & bloy |

of his fist and took the gun., Frederick J. Johnson, &

i
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nardware merchent in Kinvara, gove us all the guns he had in
the shop (five or six) with & big supply of cartridges.

He died quite recently. [Lr. Johnson vas visited by the H.ll.C.
shortly after. Thoy wanted to know the nages of the !
Volunteers in the toun who took the arms. In spite of l
thraats of imooting. he gave no information to them.. :
In all vwe collected 20 to 295 shotguns in the town.

i
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Captain John Burke then marched us in the direction |

of Northampton where us expected to find a gun or two in
the house of Mr. Brady-bBurray. Northampton is about ts

|

quarter of a mile from Kinvara we saw a. small party of R.I.C.

L]
miles from Einvara in the direction of Kiltartan. About a
coming towards vs on bicycles. The R.I.C. sightsd us about%

the same time Bs wve sighted them. Captain Burke ordered us
to taks cover. We 414 this, some remaining on the road and

1



soms finding cover inaide the fence. The R.I.C. openszd

fire on us with their rifles, We returned the fire, but :
X i
88 we were armed with shotguns our fire vas not cffective '

i
‘as the R.I.C, were not within rango. - However, after f:lringj,
a fev rounds at us they jumped.on their bicycles and rode off

|
in the diresctlion of Sort. ) J
I

a returned to Kinvara, where mo collected some food °

~ vwhich we brought to 8 disused house outside the tovn and j

cooked a meal. After the meal Captain Burke gave thoe order

to *fall in'. He told us we were going to march to Hoyode j
Castle to join the other Galvay Volunteers who wers J
mobilised thore under Liam Melloves. ¥hen me had marched '
about three miles we mot a dispatch rider with a dispatch Ji
from Mellowes instrmecting us to return to Kinvara and await;
further orders. We returned to the disused house out.side

the tovn and that night Captain Purke had & consultation ]
with Fr. O't'sehon, who advised him to distand the Volunteers
but to hold our guns and bs ready for another mobilisation !
at short nouce; No further orders came. On Saturdey {
evaninz we heard that i;he Galvay Volunteors under Mellotlles I

_ !
had éisbhanded and ve dumped our guns.

The follotzing Tladnssday, 3rd Uay, a party of between
30 and 40 R.I.C. mon under e District Inspector came to
‘Kinvara and the surrounding villages and raided for the
Volunteers, About 20 Volunteers who had moved out %o F:ake

_ i
part in the Rising were arrcsted. -The R.,I.C. had the names

|
}
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of all the Volunteers who haed mobilised for the Rising.
_ Yy brother, John, and I got vord about the ralds and left

the house before the R.I.C, arrived. (e evaded being
arrasted that déy and went '‘on the run'. ;'
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Fr. O'’sehan was between 30 and LO years old at the tiz;:xé-.
fle was o netive of the parish of Clarenbridge. He was a fine

man, 6 feet nigh. He usoed to como to Hynes of Dunzora
to tesch an Irish class with PAdraig Fahy. He also taught
First 414 to the Volunteers at Aynes, He provided us with
. .‘

all the.national papers of that time and, gorerally, was an i
1

!
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ingpiration to us by his addrosses, loctures etc.

A dcy or tuo after the 3rd Lay the R.I.C. came back
to Kinvare and searched Pr. O'Loehan’s house with the !
intention of arresting him, but he ®as not there. They !
then went to tho Convent of the Jisters of flarcy, Kinvara, i
and searched the convent., They want behind the High Altar I

in the convent chapel and even vent into the nuns?! cells .l
looking for him and Liam ifellowes. The following Sunday .

| the Parigh Priest, Fr. Thomas Burke, who was very .11l atl thel
time, got out of his sick bed to cslebrate second Mass in i
Kinvara Farish Church end condemmed in very strong language :
the action of the R.1.C. in raiding the Convent of the !
Uisters of Larey. |

|

3y brother and I continuod to evade arrest until |
the end of June by slecping in an improvised comp - & cort |
covercd with o tarpaulin. We used hay for a bed I:
and blankets which we had brought from our home to cover us.

In the moantime several residents of XKinvamwvare

Volunteers who hed mobilised for the Rising. ULost people
refused to give any information or answer questions
in spite of the throats made by the R.I.C. Horevar, e:lght:

parsons gav9 statomonts to them., These people were taken !
|

|
|
questioned by the R.I.C. concerning the activities of the i
|
|
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to Dublin dy the R.I.C. I heard thet it was for the
purpese of glving evidence against the members of the compa:'mr
who had been arrested and removed to Dublin. When the

4
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|
|
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witnesses arrived in Dublin the arrested men of the gompeny

;

|
had alrsady been deportod to Zngland. These .people 3
definitely assisted the R.I.C. The principal ampongst themi
vwas who wés dofinitely hostile towards us}
The others were young boys who wers fooled by the R.I.C.’ i
and; for that reason, I would not montion thelr namas.

Eost of them ware on our side aftervards,

|
|
‘ - |
About the end of June & party of R.I.C. surrounded 1
our camp in the esrly hours of the morning whille We Were %
asleep. ‘They arrested me but di4 not take my brother. |
I was taken to Kinvara R.I.C. barreck and held prisopner
for only one day, as I suppose the R.I.C. thought that

things had calmed down and some of the local Volunteers

who were captured in the general round-up had slready

There was nothing eventful after thet until the
East Clare by-election in 1917. Fr. O'Leehan got a big
nurber of people, 1hciuding a number of the Volunteers,

i
|
|
|
been released. !
|
|
|
_ i
and & band to go to Ballyvaughan to the Sinn Féin election |
meeting thera. All the aveilsble side-cars in the combined
parishes of Kinvara and Doorus were used as a means of i
transport. Hundreds of people, young and old, went to
support de Valera's candidature. The young men of the i
parish joined with the Claremen and marched in militaery '
formation through the streets of Ballyvaughan. Our |
company captain, John Burke, was arrested shortly afterﬂardsi
and got a sentence of aighteen ionths for being in charge i
i

" of the parade. James Lynch of Clarenbridge, now an ex
Sergeant of the Girda Slochfina, also got a term in Jjail.

During his term of imprisonment John Burke was on nunger—strike
with Tom Ashe, who died as a result of the attempts that

ware made by the prison authorities to foreibly feed hiw.

|
|
|



I rejoined the Volunteers when the company was

reorganised sometime in 1917. I can't remember the month

-

It was known as Kinvara Company, 2nd Battalion, Galway
Brigade.. There ﬁere about 20 men in the company. The
officers were: John Burke,‘Capt,{ Patrick Kilkelly, lst
Lieut.; and William Quinn, 2nd Lieutenant,

There was no anti—recfuiting campaign in our;grea
as there was no recruiting campaign in 1it. I remember
prbclamations belng posted up forbidding Irish boys to
emigrate at that time, the 1dea being to keep them at home
to join in the fight,

In 1918, when the British Government threatened to

impose conscription  in Ireland, the membership of the company.

jumped from 20 to about 60, but when the conseription was
defeated those who had Joiggd up during that perilod left
O

again,. I remember some Ahese advocated passive resistance,

but Fr. Otlieehan advocated the use of every type of
weapon, 1nclqd1ng pltchforks,

After the establishment of an D&l Eireann in 1919,
Sinn F&in Courts, as they were called, were established.

PAdraig Fahy, Pldralg Kilkelly and John Fahy were appointed

Justices for our area, 1 acted as Court Clerk. There
were no regular sittings of the court. It only assembled
when there ware cases to be heard. The cases Jealt with
were mostly of & minor nature, such a3 drunkenness,
disorder of conduct, trespass etc. . There was no sarious
¢rime in the district. The decisiona of the court were

always obeyed and the fines imposed were duly paild.

In 1919 I collected for the DA3) Eireann Loan

in the villages of the parish of Dooras. Other Volunteers

ceollected in the parish of Kinvara, The loan was well




supported in both parishes. i remember getting at least
five subscriptions of £2 each from small farmers. Tho

money, with interest, vas later repaid to all subscribers.l

I romenber, probably it was the end of March, 1919,

|
that John Whrisky, & clerk of the Paetty Sessions, colleoted

the money due for dog licenbes (2/6a per dog) in the cLurthousa.
Kinvara. I, with five or six others, waited near Dungora
Castle to hold bim up on his way home to Ardrahan and taka

all the books and the monsy he had collected. Ve walted all
day, but after meeting & friend of his he went home a |
by-road. Those With me were Volunteer diehoel Rynss,
Volunteer Joe Kilkelly, Volunteer Seamus bavenport

and one or twWwo others whose names I cannot remember.

The money for dbg licences was collected on the last

Wednesday in Larch every year.

T'hen D&8i) Bireann imposed a boycott on Belfast goods,
1, with other Volunteers, visited the shops in Kinvara |
to see that no Balfast goods vare stocked and to warn the%
shopkeapers not té purchase any such goods. |

Barly in 1920 I was aeppointed Company AdJutantT f

We continued to train and occasionally we were visited by |
|

officers of the Battalion Staff. {

tthen the R.I.C. evacuatgd the barracks in Kinvara

we decideq to destroy it so as to prevent it from being

re-occupied. As it was situated in a terrace it was not
1

possible to set 1t on firs oving to the danger of the whole
}
terrace being burned dovn, so we removed all the slates
from the roof, broke the dcors, windows and stairs. e

removed the steel shutters from the windows and dumped theém.

'
|
|
|




10.

' | -
Somo 1time later we heard thet the R.I.C, were going
to occupy the Courthouse, so we did the sece with it

and burned all the books and records that were found in 1t.

Ve also carried out a general raid for arms in the
company arsa. Ve got only & few shotguns, a3 practicnlly
all the arms had been collocted during EBester Veak, 1916

Company activity increased grastly from tho autumn
of 1920 onwenrds. We harassed the enemy in every way
possible. :We constantly blocked the roads and cut the
telograph wires. On ono nizht we cut down six telegraph ‘

poles betwean Kinvera and Ardrahan.

On one oceasion, scting on instructions from the ;

Battalion H.Q., We held up the mail cer and captured the |
mails, which ve then censored. Vie found nothing except '
coples of the "Hue and Cry* which were addraessed to the
R.I.¢. 8t Lisdoonverna. These we sent to the battalion

and tho mails were returned to the post office. i

Duriﬁg this pariod we prepared six ambush posltions

which we occupled and ramained in position'all day; but

no enemy forces came. The positions were salected on
routes which we expocted the enemy would travel., One of
these positions was near the village of Crushoa; another was
on the Kinvara-Ardrahan road and others at Dungora, Kinvara,
Baliyclara and Drimharsna. The latter position was outside

our company &res. {

The officars at the trucs were:

John Burke - Capt.

John Olynn -~ lst Lisut..
(1} 98 Quim - 2!1!3 Lieut- B '
Thos. Reidy {(omyself) - Adjt.

Hichagl Hanlon - Q/H.




cher.mmbers of the company -wei'e:_

'Peter.-nu'rke,-'brothéi- of the Company Capt.

Jonhn. Callinan
John Dealy
Pati. Hanberry
Ilichael Hynes
711116 Hynes )
P&dr;:\ig Kilkelly
lchael it

)
) b_rothers

brothers

St e St Yo’ Vot

Joe .
James WhHelan
J oh:n (Thelan
Martin Hynes
Thos.. -ﬂeidy )
} Brothers

John )

Jack To.bin
 James Picker

Paddy Burke )

Richard Burke ;'brOthers :
" Thomds Kilkelly

John Burke

John ﬂ;:Inarney

Jo&m Kilkelly

Iichasl Hanlon

Patrici: buinn

8toephen Laech-

-Dm.rld ‘Hanlon

Patrick Burke.




" Witness:

. Iraadiately after the Truce I uas appo‘inted
Pattalidon Sipmal Oftficer trith the rank of Stafi’

Lioutamnt. . 1 underwont o course. of trai.ning for

1aven dnyo at an orﬁ.cars' trailning camp at Crusheen,

c°. CInra’. .I afterzards spent nine weeks attenﬂing

signal couraen. I attonded a thrae we_oks' course
at aach of tho follo‘:r:l.nr' throe campst Ks_.lbapanty‘;
Kiltortan and Dogrybrian. Baving comploted this
coursa, _I.tpen gave instmciiégs to tho signal
‘section in gvery coapany in the battallon,

Signed:

Data:

(In'\n.ae_iugator) -
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