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STATEMENT BY Mr, _DA_VID HALL,

Knutstown,  GCarristown, County Dublin,

]_I wag born in Dub}in_cj.ty but was reared at Culmullen, County
Meath, by an aunt of mine, I received my education at the local |
gqhopl in Ctﬂmpllep. The subjecte taught at this school were the
o:fd:_ingry on’_es for that time and there was“nothing cutstandingly
Irfish. I _joinedﬂ_the Kilmoré_Cmnparw of the Irish Volunteers,

James McCanp vas the (}apt.ain or__this Company which then had a strength
9?_ apcut eigt_utee.r_l‘ men, Ttaere were no arms of any sort in the Company
_th_en.' ~ James Maguire of Dunboyne did the instruction. He had no
;érevious ;nilitary gxpeﬁence s but he was intelligent and, with the aid
of B:_-it,ish Armv Maxmalg , he made a successful job of it. On joining
then, we had to take some form of oath, the gist of which I cannot
g-emember nov, VWe pa_id some qma.ll subscription t_o a Gom'parg- fund

towards the procuring of arms, equipment and other expenséa.

In 1912 when the Conseription crisis loomed on the country
there was only a s_light influx of men to join the Volunteers and our
strength only increased to about twenty-three. This was contrary
t.p the ugual_ tg-end of events at this time when gengrally the strength
of Vqlunt.eer_ComPanies went up by leaps and bounds, There was
plenty of activity at this time. .Parades were held in public and
the Vqlunteerg were 1nstr1ments.in having everyone sign the Anti-
Conscription pledge and in t_zollégting:monies for the National Anti-

Conscription fund. Other than this activity there was nothing done

to meet the_ menace and_we waited for instructions and a lead from

Headquarters in Dubli_n_. When the Vcrisis had died down our small
increase remained on, in the Volunteers, and drilling and training

were resumed and became routine,
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Things ‘uare very quiet until the latter part of 1918 when

a ‘Genéral Election was held and a wave of election enthusiasm
gripped the comtry. Sinn Fﬁin had decided t§ contest the elections
against. the.. Redmond or N_at.’_l.om.l Party. There were meetings galore
and parades. of Voll_mteerb to these meetings and so forth. Simn
Féin was not well organised in Meath at this time and the main brunt
of the work fell on the Volunteers who, of course, were also Sinn
Péin, Tha_Vol‘_llnteelfn_pa'nvas_s_ed voters. on behalf qf Sinn Féin
and made collections for the Flection fund. In fact, they did
practically all of. the pre-Election work for Sinn Féin. On polling
day they_ha_d transport organised to take the fotgr to the polling
_stations_,__apd t_.hey had men on duty-at the stations to ensure that
the guppor_'ters_ of Simm Féin were not prevented by the opposition from
casting thelr votes. The R.I.C. also had men on duty at the
poll:lng stations.  The R.I.Q. wore even at this stage openly
. hostile to Si.nn F‘éip; yet t.hére_ were no clashes between them and

the lfolunft.eerjs. The Volunteers were used extensively to "personate
voters” on behalf of Simn 1?6*!_11l and the slogan "Vote early and vote
often" became the slogan of the day.  As elsewhere in the country,

8irn Féin won the election in Meath by a big majority.

~ The First D41] assembled in Dublin early in January 1919, or
rather_ what was J.gft of them, Vaa quite a number_of them were in
jail at this time. Having established themselves as the
Covernment of the Irish Republic, one of their first acts was to
float a Loan in order to get money to finance their operatioms.
Here a-gs;!.t'n the Volunteers had to do the great bulk of the work in
.ca.n'_va.slsing-ar.nd collecting for this Yoar. I have no recollection
of the amomnts that were collected for the Loan, but I would say
that they were disappointingly low for a county like Meath,

Rural Meath was composed mostly of the landed aristocracy and large
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grassland farmers, The aristocracy were hostile to Sinn Féin
and everything Trish and the grassland farmers, with some exceptions,

were not much better.

_ The D&ﬂ. now took over ;-esponsibi;lity for the- Volunteer Force
and they became the ‘Ariy of the Irish Republic and under the control
of the Minister of Defence in the D431 Cabinet. Every officer and
man was nor required to take an Osth of Alleglance to the Irish

Republie. A1l our officers and men subscribed to this. oath,

A11 of the County Meath at this time constituted. one Brigade

_area, and the districts geneg-a.lly of Dmboyxie to the Kildare border

on the south and to the County Dublin border on the eaét, and to near
Tara on the nor_-th and Batterythn_ and Summerhill on the west side,

. made up the 1lst Battalion area.

Sedn Boylan of Dunboyne was the Brigade 0/C,and James Fimn
of M;hboy m _tt_ae Brigade Ad.jutant, I cangot remember now who held
the rank of Brigade Qusrtermaster then. Our Battalion 0/C. was
Bemarfc_i_'mmpe of Dunboyne. The Adjutant was Pat.::_l.ek Eenny of _
Dunshavghlin and Jaqeq Maguire of Dunboyne was Battalion Quartermaster,

'Therg was a 1arge‘nunn?pr Bf wnits or small pockete of Vqlunteers

sggptere_d th:rqughqpt t.he_mt Battalion area anci, as yet, not properly
organised into Companies.

N The Kilmore Company of which T was a m_e;nber were disbanded
because of some differences they had with the Brigade 0/C., and the
Company Cormander ceased to be a Volunteer. New Companies were
started in Killale and Kileline and the old Campany of Kilmore was
div:_ldeq up and its members transferred to these new wnits, William
Smith and Y remained of the old Kilmore Comparqr and were unattached,
and our only a.ct:l_vit:les were the carrying of dispatches and such 11ke'
wo:l-k_. There were no other particular activities in the area at this

time,
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This was the position wntil June 1920 when we joined the
Dtmshaughl:in Company, being. re-sworn on doing so, Patrick Blake
was Capfzain_of the MMugﬂm Company which had a strength of
abgt;i_:_twgnty-eight men. The only arms in the Company were some
shotgune, & few revolvers of different types and a few old pattern
Service Rif.l_.es_. I do not know what make the rifles were, but they
were of Servic_e' type and c_l_efinijte_]y of very old pattern. I doubt
if there was any azmmm_it?.c_m_ for them. We paid, I think, a
sgbscr;pt;pn of a sh_ill:l.ng per month towards Company funds.
?ginir;g__ parades were usually held Vt_teekl,y and in secret, and were
carried cut usually in the fields at Gerrardstown. The R.I.C. had

a force of policg in a barracks in Dunshaughlin, but they never

ir;terfered with us,

The Batt.alion»grea was still the sané, but more Companies
had come into being, There were now new Companies in Skryne,
Ratoath and Curragha and a section in Dunboyne. There was also
& Company in Culmllen and, as I was living in that area at the
time, I was transferred to this Company as was also Smith.
Patrick Rooney was the Compeny Commander here which had a strength
of‘ a.l:"out thirteen ~ There were no arms in the Company except for
a few odd revolvers. Tra_.ining went on the same as usual, but also
at this timg the Volt_mteez_'-; were ‘carrying -_out the duties of policing
the comntry. This gave us plenty of additional work to perform in
the way of patrols and so forth, but our area was a very quiet one
and we I}&t} not Nto make any arrests and we had no unknown

destinations" in our area which was a blessing,

The Sinn Péin Courts were established in the area around July,
1920, and T was appointed President of the District Court. Sittings
of the Court were held in a school in Dunshaughlin and in a shed in a

field., The cases dealt with were the usual ones to be met with in a
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comntry d!.stric_t. such as trespassing a.nd such like. There were

one or two cases pf sheep-.-atealing. The R.I.C. did not interfere
with the Simn Féin Courts at this stage, ’I'hé Circuit Court also
held sessions in Dunshaughlin. Martin O'Dwyer of Clonee presided

over this Court,

| _About. August or early Sep@ember a general raid for arms was
prdgre;! by_I.R.Af Headquarters. There had been gporadic raids
pr_eviz_ms to this, Ve _req_eived a quantity of shotguns of various
types, quite a number of _whit_:h were quite useless, We got a few old
j:istolg in Parsonstown Manor. While we were in the Manor house we
were surp:_'j.aed by a party of Military from Dunshaughlin who nearly
caught us. Four of us had_ entered the house and, Jus't; as we were
leaving, a party_of Military drove up the avenue and we had-to get
a.way_at the rear. Wg_ had an outpost at the road for our protection,
but they _f'aii!.ed to give us warning and the Military almost caught us
in the house. I was in charge of this raiding party although I held
no rank at’ the time, We got a.uﬁy through the woods at the rear of
the house. The men who _enteréd the house with me were Patrick Duffy
of l?unshaughl_in a.nq Joaaph Lynch of Dunshaughl:ln_ and Thon_:as Wallace,
Mrs, McKeever and her two sons lived in the house and both she and her
sons resisted violently. Wallaqg grabbed Mrs, McKeever and held her
gga.ip_s-t, the -wg.ll and the two sons, who were only young lads, then gave
up resistance,  McKeever's maid had eliépec} out of the house unaware
of us and haq gone for 1_:1'_@- Military, __Clonrose Hquse was also raided _
and here we got on_é shotgun and an amount of assorted rifle ammnition.
Alt_h_cn;gh we made a thorough_ seigrj_ch”of t‘.he_lplace we could not ﬂm} any
rifles, and the local informtion wes that there were rifles in the
place..  The fact of findlinlg the agmgnition there was & vez_-if;cation

of this information. Nearly every farmer in the area had a shotgun
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of some sort a.nd_ these were handed over to us withm%ﬂ: any t_rouble.
The arms were handed over to the Quartermaster in Dunshaughlin,
who had them d@ed. E
jl'here were about one hundred and eighty of a Mj‘.lit.ary garrison
in Dunshaughlin in the old Workhouse at this tims. ‘ They had
estaylishéd themselies there some time previocusly and had fortified
the place with barbed wire entanglements and sand ba:g posts.
Sometime previous to this a box of bombs was consign;ed by rail to
Dunsgaughlin by G.H.Q., Dublin, The box was lsbelled as containing
"Nails" and eonsigned to P.J, Murray, Dunshaughlin ailnd to be collected
at Drumree which was the station tha_it served Dlmshaultghlin, The
Bgt'f.al_.ion Adjutant hs_.d been detailed to collect the i_;ouc at the
station when .:‘lt arrived there by Seamus ﬂiggins who \lm.s then Brigade
Quartermaster. The Adjutant failed to collect the bax and instead
Mr, Mun_-ay's man collected it and took it to Murray':%! premises in the
village. Vhen the box of "Nalls" was opened it was:fownd to contain
bombs and Mr, Murray immediately conqluded that tim:l.s iua.s a trap
planned by the R.I.C. to ensnare him, He itmnediateiy informed the

R.I.C. and they came and took away the box of bombs. |

| .
The Batt.alion Adjutant was now suapended over this incident.

He was not co_v.;rtx_nartia.lled but was brought before 1'.1'19I I.,R.B. for
an explanation of his failure. He ct;uld give no redsonable
explanation and his suspension was confimed. Culnmllen Company
revolted over the suspension of the Adjutant and threatened violence
and they were 1‘1kewise all spsper_xded except four men Iwl:u: took no
part in the revolt. The men who were not suspended ?‘were Thomas
Gannon, Michael Bruton, Joseph Kelly and John Smith. | They had a

good sense of discipline.
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Trim R.J.C. Barrecks was captured on the 20th: September,

1920 which was a Sunday morning.  Our Batt.alj.m 1r:lare engaged
on b]_.ocl_r.l;ng roads from very early that morning. A] big depth
of coumtry or rather roads were blocked by felling Itrees across
them so that Trim was cmpletely isolated from the .rest. of the
country. So successful was this demolition work that, although
the Barracks in Trim was captured between 8 and 9 o_l'.clock in the
morning, no reinforcements imcceeded_ in reaching T::i.m mtil 3 p.m, \
in the afternoon. Some of the officers of our Batitalion took
part in tﬁe actual capture of the Barracks. My particu].ar Job
that night and morning was keeping a watch on the military garrison
:I.n"Dm__ashaughli.n while they were being blocked in. i’l'hey did npt .
get outside the barracks for any distance of imporu:mce wmtil 3 p.m.
that Sunday aﬂ;e_moon. :
|

. Several times we mdo attempts to ambush policie patrols around
Dunshaughlin but had no luck as the patrols did notg'eom out. On
one occasion when we were in ambush position the opératicn was
called off by order of the Brigade 0/C, On this particular night
the patrol «d’i-d* come out when we had left our poa_!lition. We did
not f_ecein an;r explanation of why we were reca]led.E The Black and
Tans had reinforced the R.I.C. by now and we were pa;.rt.icuhrh

anxious to have a crack at them, : c

|
Around this time a "spy" chasing fever had set in in Volunteer
circles and it was a regular affair to read in the plapers that men
h_ad bger_: found _shot_ l_r.tth labelsra‘tta.chegi to theu} uhich read _"Spiea
and Informers Beware." We had vpr,‘v strong suspicim:.s abost a man
cg.lled Gavigan who lived in Kﬂtale and we an_-gsted I;hi:n. While
awaiting a courtmartizl he escaped from his Guards a:Pd got away,

and joined the Black and Tans who had their Headquarters in
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Gormanstown. He returned to the area from Dublin, 'l-djxere he was
stationed, and arrested John McCormack of Pélletstowlfl, Janes
Wildridge of Drumree and Matthew Wallace of Batterstii'.mn. All three
wore courtmartialled in Dublin Castle. McCormack and Wildridge
were 1n1;erned :ln the quragh and nglace _received a isentgnce of
igprismmnt and was sent to Sapdhurst P:iaon in Eng]l‘.and. He lms
only si:.:teenlye_arevs of age. They were charged with 1f;he mlawful
arrest Qf G_a_v;gan. The Tans also lqoked for Wallacé's brother but,
luclc_g for him, they did notli_’ind him, At this time ‘;I was also fon
the run' as they mere looking for me alao and my wifel had to go and
live in Trim. ¥y house was raided _regnlgrly‘_for me.% Cavigan - the
spy - disappeared after the Truce came into opera.tic;n and was nlevier

hela.rd of since, |
|

The strength of the lst Battalion, as regards m:%nbers, had
increased substantially by now, but the arms ‘po_sit.ion: was very poor
indeed. The Dunboyne Company was the best armed unit in the area,
having al_:opt_ seven Mau%ser rif}.gg_ and thirty revolversi and two
Automatic pistols. At this time Volunteer William Reilly of
Dunboyne was shpt dead by his own comrades. The mmt::oyne Company
ware holding a drill parade and had an outpost line pé‘-otect.ing this
parade against surprise by enemy forces, O'Reilly t::d.'ed to get
through this outpost line to the parade centre and was: shot dead in
trying to do so., He was buried in Dunboyme cemetery;with full

military honours, - |
. L
|

Sir John Freneh had visited Ba]_.lymacqll House out!;side. Dunboyne
on a c9u1?;l.e of qgc'asiona. Bal_ly_maqoll House was occtilpied at this
time by the Honourable Kay McKee who was a big noise in the Horse
Rac:l.pg_and breed.ing industry.” We received informatic&x: from some of

the household staff that French was going to dine therfe on a certain
: |

i
|
|
|
i
i
1
|
|
|
|
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night. We laid an ambush for him on the road between Dunboyne
and Ballymacoll House, but he did not turn up that n::lglt. We had
about fourteen men armed with six rifles, revolvers land shotgune

in position behind the hedges and banks on the roads:ide and in the
woods, | |
|
N A week later we took up ambush position at ‘l_;he' éguw of the
entrance to Court Fill House. The County Inspectoriof the R.1.C.
and his bodyguard uwsed to visit this house which vas|owned by Mr.
McCarthy. ~The ambush was called off by orders of _tl:n Brigade 0/C.,,
|
and twenty .mj.nutaa after our men withdrew from the p?sit:lon the D.I.
and a_no_thgr’F_t.E[.Q. officer and their escort passed tl%rough the gates
gnAt?:_e myto-the house. No_explgm_ltiop was ever g.t:ven to us as to
\‘ttw_the“att,e_mpjt‘m cancelled, It was peculiar that any aitempt
that wvas made to do anything in the Dunboyne area watal aims cancelled
I
by B_riga;_!g_ orders and it took.som t:l.me before it became apparent to
us t.hat the Brigag_ie gtaff_, wl_;o h_ad_their hudquarters:,there, were
dei;en_n;!ned to keep it a quiet area. This was very diaheartening to
the men of the Dunboyne Company and surrounding areas! who were really
good lads. | |
|

. . |
" 09r_B_atf.a1iop_§:3q prinpj:pal;y_tm_ptmbayne area {F:aw becase an
area of great activity in another direction, It became a clearing

-hous_q_ fgr all despatches to and from the North and No?-th-ﬂest of

. |
Treland. Likewise, arms and explosives and all type? of small

equipment were being passed through Dunboyne en routei to their

destinations in _tﬁe_.N?rth ar_xd_'_qutti-West of Ireland. li Our men were

continvally pgnaiing' this sort of material and passing it along,

This often .grit.a;led_ long journeys by egc_!l,e at pight. E The roads were
none toorsafe at this time as one g:ight_.lz_-un into hold+ups at any time,
Yet by careful gc'out;ng and with the co-a_pg;'ation of the local

Volunteers everything was handled very successfully arLd without loss,



-~

10,

So bad was the pressure of work that we were compelled to commandeer
c_yelg_s from the civilian population in orde;- to kéep our men on the
road. meholas_noran was the cm Captain in Dunboyne and he

did an enormous job of work in organising and in keeping in operation
this shuttle service and accounting for it. Moran was one of the
officers from our Battalion who had ta.ken‘part in the capture of
Trim barracks. Tt was now quite apparent why the Brigade were
keapmg.Mbmp and' aur Battalion area generally a quiet zone, Had
anything taken place there and the British had established more

posts in it or throw a large number of troops into it, it wowld
hgve.been impossible to keep this essential line of commnication
open. The Dunboyne area was also used as a rest centre for men "on

the run" in Dublin city and many of them, including Michael Collins,

- often came out there for a few days.

. About, the end of April, _1921, the lst Eastern Division was
organised and & reorgg.nieation of the whole Meath and surrqunding
areas also took place. Seén Boylan, formerly Brigade 0/C., became
Divisional Commander, Patrick Clinton was appointed Divisional
Adjutant. Seamms Higgins, who was formerly Brigade Quartermaster,
now became Div:lsiqnai Quartermaster. Eamon Cullen became Divisicmal
Fngineer and Seamms Finn, sssisted by Paddy Mooney and Arthur levins,
became Divisional Training Officer. Headguarters of the Divisioen

was at Dunboyne,

There were nine Brigades making up the Division as follows :=
lst Brigade which was owrs comprising the area of South Meath and
portion. of Kildare along it's northern border; 2nd Brigade, the
area, Navan and Trim - 3rd Brigade, Kells, Virginia and Mullagh in
the County Cavan: Ath Brigade comprised the Delvin area: 5th
Brigade comprised Mullingar and North Westmeath area; éth Brigade -
the Edenderry area: T7th Brigade ~ Naas and South Kildare: 8th

(Brigade) Fingall, which comprised all North County Dublin and



East Meath, and the 9th Brigade which comprised Drogheda and

South County Louth,

The officers approinted to command the. different Brigades were
as follows :-

lst. Brigade: I was appointed to be 0/C. of the Brigade.

2nd n " 0/C. Patrick Kelly
5rd Brigade " " Patrick Farrelly
Lth n " Michael Hiney
5th " " James Maguire
6th " " John Powell

- 7th " " Thomas Lawlor
8th n " Michael Lynch
9th n "  Fugene Kavanagh.

As T have said, I was appointed to command the 1st Brigade
although I had held no rank previously Michael McCormack of
Kileock was appointed as my secondf-in— cqmmand , and Bermard Dunne,
who was formerly our Battalion 0/C, was appointed Brigade Adjutant.
James Maguire of Dunboyne was appointed Brigade Qugrtermaster.: The
Battalions compr_ising the Brigade were - 1st Battalion, Dunboyne area;
2nd Battalion, Dunshaughlin area; 3rd Battalion, leixlip area and the

Lth Battalion, the Kilcock area.

The officers appointed to command the Battalions were :tw

lst Battalion - Peter Callaghan (deceased)
2nd " - Cus Gillie

3rd n - Patrick Mullally

hth " -~ Michael Flyrm.

The arms position in the Brigade was bad. We had twenty-five
old Mauser rifles, two Winchester repeating rifles, two old pattern
long Lee Enfield rifles, quite a good few revolvers of all types
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from .22 to .45 Webley and Colt. But there were only a few of
the latter. There were a couple of hundred shot guns of all
types and, I think, sixty-three bombs or gremades of the G.H.Q.
type. There were also a couple of Automatie pistols - Peter—~the~
Painter type. We also had three Thompson sub machine guns with,
I think, t\fenty-nine pans of ammnition given to us for custody.
These had recently arrived from Amerdica and were the. forerunners
of a large consignment which it was proposed to have landed near
Skerries on the Dublin coast. The ship conveying these never
arrived as it was seized by the Americans Customs Authorities. I
understand there were five hundred gms and a big supply of
ammunition on it. Aw_zmunition for all our weapons was very limited
and ytqqld only amount to a few rounds per rifle. _Thefsituatim

as regards revolver ammmnition was slightly bettér.

Th_e Divisiopal Headquarters had a._Divisional dump in our é.rea,_
but what they kept there T do not know. ¥When Trim R.I.C. Barracks
was captured somewhere between twenty and twenty-five rifles of the
lee Fnfield Carbine type were got there, together with hand-grenades
anummvition_and revolvers. The vast bulk of the material was, I
mdérstand, held in the Divisional Dumpj but we were never gliven
any of it and it never came under our control and the only time
it was brought into use, as :ar as I know, was at the' ambush attempt

on the troop train at Stuckumney.

Training in the Brigade area was now intensified, A Brigade
Active Service Unit or Flying Column was established and went into
billets at Woodlands, Batterstown, for training, Patrick Mooney
of Trim, who was Assistant Divisional Officer, supeﬁised this
training, bnt he had to look after the Fingal Brigade Column at
Moorestown. T took command of our Colurm. We had twenty-six

men in continuous training and we also took in men from the
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different Battalions for short courses of training, Loeal
Volunteers also came in in the even:lggs and on Sundays to train
with us, The Column proper was composed of men who were mostly
fon the run' at this time and were drawn from the whole Brigsde .

area.

‘ For armament the Column had twenty-one Mauser rifles and a
large number of shotguns. There was -also a number of revolvers
of different types available, _We had no prqéer. beds but lay on
straw in the old buildings at Woedlands which were well in from the
public road, We commandeered & number of horse rugs for training
stables near Dunsany which we used as blankets. We also commandeered
some proper bedding. ‘Tha weather was very fine and warm at the

times so bedding was not one of the main troubles,

| - Ve purchased our groceries and cigarettes from Mr. Kerlin
ofuthg "H»atchet_'._ _ 'We had no money to pay for:them and yét, to
¥r, Kerlin's credit, he never refused our orders. He delivered
the goods in ’his own van to Mrs, Ceoghean of Woodlands where we
collected them. When the Provisional_Govefnment was established
we succeeded in having Mr. Kerlin paid. His bill was one hundred
and thirty-three pounds odd,

We also commandeered a number of sheep from farmers, making it
a point - like the Fox - never to take them fram any of the farmers
in ther vicinity c;f our camp.: .It. Was mostly from Mr. Delaney of
Portrane we took the sheep and here again Mr, Delaney never
compigined, Wg always took the gheep at night and the following
morning gave Mr. Delaney a receipt for the animals. He kept all
these receipts carefully and later on he was paid for them at the
rate ot"_7£5. per sheep, We had to bury the skins and offal as it
mﬁld not be safe to dispose of them, We kept a continual guard



on the camp and in this we were assiate‘d by the local Volunteer
Companies. The British Authorities never found out anything
about our wi)ereabguts and, as far as T fmow, were completely in
the dark about us.

The King of Fngland had come over to Belfast and opened the
Northern Irgland Parliament and for this a lgrge number of troops
had been drafted to Belfast from the Curragh. The troops were
conveyed by train, I_t was now planned by our Divisional Staff to
a.mbush one of these troop t.rains at Stuckumey whan it was ‘
retuming to the Curragh and an extt-aordina.ry thing a‘baut it was
that :lt. was the biggoat train cmta:ln‘.l.ng several hundred aoldiers
that m_ selected, There was another train which contained only
three hundred troops and this, one would think, would be the ome
to be attacked. The dates and times of the train's departure from
Belfast and Dublin were lmown to the Divisional Staff.

The.re.m intgn_se activity by the mvision now preparing for
this event, The ground had to be reconnaitred and maps studied.
Materisls,which included a number of concrete mines for placing
between the raile, had to be conveyed to the site secretly and plans
made to get the mn away after the ambush. In the latter case it
was planned to c@mdeer a number of motor cars and trucks and
have them standing by at Stuckummey to take our men away. This
also meant selecfing capable drivers who were none too plentiful
then, All this entailed a huge amount of work and planning and,
as Divisional .Hegdquarters_ was in owr Brigade area, the major part
of it fell on us,

About one hundred Volunteers were mobilised for this affair
which was a big affair and was the first operation on a Divisional
scale in the area and, I think, also in Ireland. The Fingall
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Erigade and men from the. 2nd Brigade and other units were called

in for it. 'A11 men were armed with rifles of a Service pattern
and the Thompson Sub .Ha.chir_;e Guns were also amongst the equipment,
Eleven of our Column tock parf.. ‘The Volunteers assembled near
Dunboyne on Friday night thg wf J"[ y _ apd proceeded across
comtry to Stuckumey, This, in itself, was quite an undertaking
to take so many men across country at night. On arrival at the |
selected spot the men were put iato two houses nearby while the
Ehgj.peelja prqcegded to lay m!ngs on the r_ailyqf. I think about

seven mines wére laid between the down rails, The railway runs

th_ral.agh_a. s_liglxt cntti_x_:g at the point selected and there was a road
bridge over the railway in the centre of the cutting and from this

bridge it was intended to detonate the mines. All the engineering
work was the responsibility of the Divisional Engineer Eamon Cullen,

The Yolpr_xteers were to ta_ke uwp position behind the embankment
of the ;_eu_t._t.ing and when the mines _explgded under the train they were
then to rake the train with rifle, Thompson gun fire and grenades.
To my-mind the site selected for the ambush was not at all suitable,
A11 went well on the morning of the attack - the mines had been
sAut_:gessmI_l__fl? laid and ct_)_nn_ect._ed up and t!ae last of our ﬁen were just |
sbout. to take up position when a party of British military in
logries.az_-rivedrm the scene and opened fire on our men. A short

fight ensued between some of our men and the British military,

This surpr:l.sg attack on our men now meant that the ambush of
the train was off, The train contained six or seven hundred
troops and was almost due and this put our party in a nasty position.
Our men were caught in the back of the attacking party of British
soldierp _md'they were very lucky to ext.ricgte themselves which they
d1d without sustaining any serious injuries. All the Volunteer
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attacking party now retreated, but our mines had to be left in
the railway and were lost. The different parties succeedod in
getting _lsai"ely_ awgy after many individual adventures and returning

to their own areas.

_ Ona man belonging to our Column broke__ l:ﬂ.s leg when :)mlnping

a bank, He rolled himself into a ditch and concealed himself in
gha .erzfgrumdf The British gilitg;y searched_ the area
thoroughly but did not find him. Mr, Wardell's herd found him
the following day and loaded him fato his donkey's cart and took
him to his own howse. This man's rifle was loat and I believe the
military picked it up.

The failure to bring off this ambush after such elaborate
preparations was a severe blow to our morale, and shook our
c_onﬂdence_ 1n our higher goumngiera. . It was the first operation
under Divisional control and why they_should have selected one, on
such a..n.elaborai_:e scale I do not k.now, but T think G.H.Q. were
pressing them for big things at this time, 'Peelers for peace were
being put out by the British Coverrment at this time and G.H.Q. and
the Dé'.L"!. wanted to put on the pressure on a big scale to impress
the British Covernment. The fact that so many men could be
asgembled under arms and the mj.ne_a on the railway and so forth I
suppose had same effect in this respect. A peculiar thing about
the operation was that, while the principal members of the
Divisiongl Staf? ‘were present and lookin_g after the:!.r own aspect
of the operatioen, there_uas no one really in charge. The Divisional

Commander was not there,

The Truce came i_.rgtp force shortly after this and we had no
further opportunity of having amnother crack at the enemy. We did
not really know what to think about the Truce - we seemed to be all
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in a dream and it toock some little time to get accustomed to it,
apd tt_: realise ome t_:ou]d go home and sléep and go about freely
‘again. None of us, however, thought that it would last very long
as we did not trust English politicians and, accordingly, plans
and t._ra.in:!:_lg were intensified to meet the situvation should a break
take place. On the whole we had come off lightly in the previous
years. Ve had aboutnireteen Volunteers from our area arrested and
now detained and there were about thirty-five to forty men on the

British 'wanted' list and 30 ‘on the rm!.

We had destroyed about t.ue:;ty bridges in the area, all on the

| main arteries used by the enemy. We had tried to destroy the bridge
on the main Dublin/Navan Road at Clonee, but this had failed us, It
was & very strong bridge and would require the use of explosives
which were not available. Our men were continually engaged in
cutting telegraph and telephone wires and poles and thus interrupting
enemy commmications, and in felling trees across roads to block
them to the ememy, When we were trying to throw down the bridge at
Clonee we had tyenty men in an ambush posi@ien in case a party of

enemy forces might come aiong. None came,

We had Intelligence sections organised within the Brigade and
Battaliens under Intelligence Officers, They were not of much use
from the Military Int;e]ligenee point of view as, with the exception
of Dunhanghhn, there were no 1argé enemy posts in our area, '_fhere
were & number of R.I.C. and Black and Tans' stations in the area.

The Intelligence sections were useful for keeping watch an people

who were inclined to be friendly or halpful to the enew and 'm-‘l‘t.he
tracking down of local lawbreakers, EVery Volunteer was an
Tntelligence agent and reported all items which attracted his attentier

There was a Cmsta'ble.nalone serving in the R.I.C. and

stationed in Dunshaughlin. This man was very useful to us, He had
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a motor cycle and usually travelled up to us in uhiform with a
civilian coat averh:ls uniform, He kept us informed of all bits

of mrorma._tit_m he could _'.lgy hands on, such as who was3 giving
mformatlon to _th_e eneny grov!md Dygs_haughlin, and the areas and
persans who yal_-e_yantedj by the police and the houses and districts
that were gt_:_ing 1.;0 be raided. Much earlier‘ on Malone was going

to resign from the R,I.c. but we prevailed on him not £o'do so, _
8¢ he could render mch better Service to us by staying in the Force.
There was also a Constable Crean in Dunshaughlin Bsrracks who vas
a..l_so‘ helpfu_l_ and he collaborated with Malone., A Mr, Cqstigan, who
was a Nlat._iqml ifegchgr in Dmshayghlin, ‘was also useful. Costigan
was not a member of the I.R.A. and was very friendly with the Police
and with the District Inspector of Police. In this way he was .
gble to pick up useful bite of informtion which he handed on to us.
The Pq_st__O_ﬂices in the area were not of any use to us, The pecple
who ran them were afraid to co-operate with us,

There were three men dealt with for being Eritish Intelligence
agents !.n the area. Patrick Duke of Warrenstown supplied information
to the pol_icq in Dpnshanghl:ln about the whereabouts of a Volunteqr
who was 'on the mm' and for whom the ememy was looking. The ugly
part about this wes that Duke was a particular pal of this Volunteer
angl_they were 'naarly always together, Duke was an ex-British Army
man. 'Duke gave a note to Constable Crean in Dunshaughlin telling
him wh_erq his paliuas. 7 Crean had, of course, to hand the note to
his __supegriow but, before doing 8o, he showed it to Constable Malone,
Malone took a-copy of it and came up to us that night with it but,
in the mmtipe, t!_ne Volunteer had been arrestoed. We were now
1c:'oking_ for Duke but he flisappearerd. ~ Some days latér, Colenﬁn, who

was our Brigade Signal Officer, came to me and told me that Duke was
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in a certain public house after coming off the train from

Dublin and that he was speaking to him.

_ Coleman had only left me when a dis;_ntch arrived from Dublin
by motor cycle whic;a-was marked "Urgent". The dispatch stated
that two T.R.A. Intelligence Officers in Dublin had seen Duke
coming out of Mublin Castle that afternoon. They followed him
and he entered a public houée in Capel Street. They went into
the pﬁhvand_got into cenversation with him and, putting on English
accents, led him to bel:levo they were of the English Forces. He
showed he was in sympathy with them about the I.R.A., They asked
him why he qid not join the Br:l.jl'.ish Fgrcoa and he j.old them he was
an Intelli_gepce }gent. for the_Bri_.t._’Lsh. . They got his name and
address from him, They followed him vhen he left the public
house and saw him board & train at the Broadstone Station for
lzu:;boyng gn;l the Meath line. The time of departure by train was
given in the dispatch.

_ Hh_en_ue went to look for Duke he was gone but the following
Sunday night two Volunteers named ILynch,who were not brothers,
went to his house and found him there. One of the Volunteers
m-a.rm_ed; the other was not, They took him cut and when some
distance from his house told him to kneel down and say his
pg-a;;e;-s as he was going to be shot, He made as if to kneel down
but instead jmped m the armed Volpnt;or, knocking him down,
and !Wd_t? grapple with him to get possession of the gun,
'l'he othe? V_qluntoer gave Duke a few kicks and he, Duke, then
Jumﬁud up and.made_a dash for liberty, There was plank across
the ditchfrm the road to the field and he made for this,

Of course, he knew the area around his own place well, As he
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turned for the plank the armed Volunteer fired at him; but he
succeeded in getting across and disappearing. Tt was dark at the
time. The Volunteers searched for him but could not find him and
he got_ Qlﬂ&_l'_' away. Duke now Jo:!ne_d tl_le_ .R._I.C. a_.nd was i_!tationed in
the Depqt_in the Park, Dublin. He a1d not behave badly, however,

and. did not lead the Tans in any raids around his native place,

~ Vhen peace came_a.gain Duke returned home and subsequently
married a local _gj:rl. _ I was often speaking to him about the affair
and he showed me a long scar across his chest where the bullet fired
by the Vplunteer“had caught l:zim. He believes the act of turning
for the“plank saved his life. He also told’me be knew the two
Lynchs quite well that night and that while they were searching for
him in the field they almost walked on him a couple of times,

_ Apgther man named Cavigan, whom the evidence was also strong
againet, succeeded in escaping from the Volunteers who were holding
him pending his Courtmartial, This man also joined the Tans and
sgbseque_nt_;ly lod them around his native district and was responsible
for ﬁaving a few Vqlﬁnbeqxfa arrested. He flec_l the country when the
Tans were disbanded and was not heard of since, John Denoghue of
Ratoath was emeﬁted for spying, Donoghue, although very young, was
also an ex-British Arw aoldiexf_. He had been giving‘infomtion to
the police in Dunshaughlin about the Kilbride Company. As a result
of the information supplied by him,Michael Manning was arrested by
the Black and Tans and given a bad time. He was beaten and made to
dig = hole for himself. They put him in the hole and then filled
it up to his neck w:lth clay. They did not shoot him however,
Nonoghue was shot and tied with the usual label - "Spies and Informers
Beware", _'.lfhe_zje were other people suspected In the area, but there

was no concrete evidence against them,



The only gmnitions that were made in the area were buckshot and
concrete mines. Quite a few of the latter were made. We made our own
bnckshot_ and _filleq it into caftridges, but it was next to impossible to
keep cartr_-ic_lgea‘ dry in dumps and it was hard to load them and well nigh
jmpossible to extract them. We did not try to make bombs, as we could

usually rely on G.H.Q. to provide these, and we had a fair share of them.

Ve raic_!ed the mails many times but the principal raids were on the
mail trains. Twice we seized the mails but we never found anything of
value in them.

Just shortly before the Truce we raided the house of the former
Captain of the old Culmllen Company. This man had ceased to be a
Volunteer when his Company was broken up and he retained the few arms
the Compeny had and refused to give them up. We recovered two Winchester
rifles, three or four revolvers and some explosives. Another man named
Wallace was known to have a Colt revolver but would not admit having it.
After the Truce he was going around flaunting this gun and vowing tlhat
anyone who mtefrered with him would get‘t.hga gontients. He was an
undesirable character to have ﬂth a gun, One night I was on my.
bieycle on the road and 1 came upon this man. T was armed and I held
hixgu up and found the Colt revolver on him which I duly took possession

of.
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