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\\%: STATEMENT BY EUGENE DUNNE,

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21
\/ . ‘ BURGC STAIRE MILEATA 1913-21

No. W.S. /8637

-Adrigole, Bantr Co. Cork.

I was: born at Cappaleagh, Adrigole, B
January lst 1888, My parents were farmers,
educated %t Adrigole Natlonal School untii I
age of 15. When I lef£ school I went to wo

with Bantry Bay Steamship Company.

I joined the 4drigole Company of the

&ntfx on
1 was:
reached the

rKk as & clerk
|
]

t

Irish

Volunteers: in February, 1917. The strength of:the unit

at the time was about fourteen. As a matte
Wwe were known locally as "The Twelve Apostle
pioneers were: ¢ - Eugene Sullivan, Florence
(Droumlave), Dick Doyle (Cappanaparka), Jame

(Gortnarea), Eugene Dunne (Gortnarea), James

r of fact,
s, The
Sullivan
s. Dunne

B. Sullivan

(Droumlave), Matthew Sullivan (Curragh), Richard Nicholson

(Adrigole), Patk. F. Sullivan (Derrincorrin)

, Con Sullivan

(Lackavane), Jerome Kelly (Crooha), James Le

Bugene Dunne (witness). The officers of th

0/C - Eugene Sullivan
lst Lt.-lFldrence Sullivan.

ary . (Faha),,

e unit were : -

The only type of training carried on Wasﬁclose

order foot drill. - This was carried out und
offigers. Parades were held on & couple off

week,

er our own

nights each

We were all members: of the local Sinn

and of the Gaelic League. Both of these or

Féin Club

ganis&tions

~

were composed mainly of Voluntesers and the membérs of

their families..
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The prime mover in Gaelic League activitﬁes was
Mort O'Shea. He taught Irish in the classes which were
held twice weekly. -

The.strength.of Adrigole grew slowly |as 1917

advanced. Selected men in the district wererihvited to
join and by the end of the year there were about thirty

on the rollss.

The threat of the British to impose: conscription

in the early portion of 1918 led to a further increase
. |

in strength and the majority of the new-recguit%
|

continued to serve after the threat hadipassed.i At this

time - about March, 1918 - the: officers of theibompany

a 1
were: - - i

0/C - Florence Sullivan

st Lt. Eugene Sullivan

2nd Lt, « Matt Sullivan
Q/M - Richard Nicholson
I/0 - Bugene: BPunne (witness):.

In the year 1918 I was; employed as: agent for Bantry
Bay Steamship: Company at Bere Island. My'dutiéﬁ included
the checking of Inward and outward goods carried by the

company . In this capacity I had access to the military

sitores: on the island for the checking of goods carried

for the military authorities.

s e

During visits to the Royal Engineer?'s stpres at
Rerrin - adjacent to Royal Engineer‘Barracks.- i discovered
a large- guantity of gun-cotton, primers,. detona%ors and:
other explosives. I reported the: matter to Migh&el
Crowley, 0/C Castletownbere: Battalion, and also;to the

0/Cs: of Bere Island and Adrigole Companies.




It was.decided to capture and remove
explosives to Adrigole Company area and dump
Sullivan's: land at Inchinteglin, Adrigole.

0/C Adrigole Company.

Gn the morning of June S5th 1918 the o
started at 12.30 a.m. It was a dangerous: o
as: the Royal Engineers' Barracks: was only ab

yards from thé store,.

3.

the stock of
it!ln Eugene
He'was then

t

peration
perétion

out :fifty
|

The job at Bere Island was: carried out by the:

members of Bere Island Company under Con Low
Each box of gun-cotton weighed about 56 1bs

ney, e/C.

and‘had to

!
be carried by han&.from the store. to the pler on the island

a distance of about yards. It was: then

loaded on to

Volunteer Tim Moriarty's boat - fifty -two boxes in all -

' comprising gun-cotton, primers and detonator
of gun-cotton, two exploders, 2 coils of ele
and: one large bag of black powder-had. to be
on the island as the boat was fully loaded.

'material was;dumpgd in John Houlihaﬁ"s gtore

close to the pier.

removed to a: dump at Battalion H.§. and were

connection with the attack on Allihies R.I.C
in February, 1920,

S Six boxes
ctric cable
left behind
Tkis

wh&ch was

The six boxes: of gun-cotton were later

used: in

. Barracks:

While the removal of the gun-cotton f

Engineers' store to the pier was; being carri
I was on duty assa.sentfy between the R.E. B

the store..

T heard a person walking from the dir
of the barracks. I passed the signal to th
duty near the store and lay down on the side

I recognisad the person passing by as. Staff

ro@ the Royal
ed 6ut

arrgcks.and

ection
!
e scout on

of the road.

Sergt. Herbert,



L.
Royal Engineers. He passed on by the store|and did not

observe any activity by our men. \
|

When Tim Moriarty%s boat had been losded lat Bere

Island Pier thé crew of men from the Bere lsland Company
rowed across the harbour to Bu§§ow, where the mén from
Adrigole and Rosmacowen Companies were waiting and ready

to remove the captured materials to a prepared dump in
Adrigole Company area. The Battalion 0/C GMicﬁael Crowley)
and 0/C Ca&tletownbefe Company (Wnm. O"Neill) meé the boat
&nd helped to transfer the cargo to Adrigole Companx
transport.. !

The crossing of the harbour was a very dangerous
operaﬁion during the e&riy hours of the morningi
as; several destroyers and other boats from the Hoy&l Navy

were anchored. in the harbouf.

The cox of the boat: which transferred the captured
. !

explosives was Jim Houlihan, Rerrin. !
|
This: stoek of gun-cotton was removed from the dwmp
: o g
in Adrigole area. to Brigade: H.Q. in small quantities: at

a time. It was used in the manufacture of minés;and

bombs: which were used at Crossbarry, Drimoleague,

Roscarbery, as well as on the attack on King S5t. Barracks,

Cork, by the men of Cork 1 Brigade. With the pxception
of the supply, which was: collected by car b the men from

Cork 1 Brigade for the sttack on King St. Barracks,

the remainder: of the stock Was: removed as required by

boat across Bantry Bay from Trafask to Carbery shore -
often under théssearchligbts of British destroyérs in the

bay .




The bag of black powder, exploders and electric

cable were sent by me on one of the Bantry Bay Company s

boats; -~ "“Lady Elsie" - to Adrigole later: in

the year.

Being engaged on Intelligence work in the areca

I 4ia not make 1t too obvious: that I waSsassocigted with

the Volunteers..
part in a;l training activitles: which were

carried on at night. .

Beyond normal training there wes: no t
activity in the area during 1919. However
With the other members of Sinn Féin and the
in the collection and org&nisation of the f]

Bireann loan during the summer of 1919.

However, I ‘attended parades and took

usuglly

1nushal
I.ﬁook part
Volﬁnteers

rst DE1l

About this time I arrenged for the transfer of

two rifles (which had been obtained by the (

/C Bere

Island Company, Jim Sullivan) to Adrigole area

for dumping.

In addition, I obtailnedi 2,000 rounds of

.22 ampmunition and a revolver from a sympathise; on

Bere Island..

As far as: I can recollect, the armament

of Adrigole Company was now increased by about eight

shotguns which were obtained. in raids in the area,

There was no change in the officers of Abrigole

unit, nor was: there any unusual activity in

theiarea

until Easter, 1920, when ddrigole R.I.C. Barracks,

which had been evacuated, Wasadestroyed;.

of the company were engaged either on the de

of the building or as scouts. We tried to

building on fire but the attempt was not a

so it was blown up by & couple of charges of

&
ol

1A hembera
astrﬁction
setithe
;uccéss,

gun~catton.




During the summer of 1920 I lay in ambush at night
: i
on three or four occasions with other members of the
|
company (Adrigole) for enemy patrols, but we failed to

make contact with,theaenemy.

Towards the end of August, 1920, I went with
Jim Sullivan (O/C Bere Island)g Michedl Og O'Sullivan
(Adrigole) to the vicinity of Glengariff where ﬁe were to

meet some men from Bantry Battalion to take part in an

ambush of a military convoy travelling between Bantry

and Castletownbere. We were: armed with rifles!and

travelled by cycle. The ambush did not take place

as kthe.convoy did not travel énd we returned ho@e.

In this-caée it later tranépire&.that the Bintr& men

had a. skirmish with the R.I.C. in Glengariff &é%they

moved Lowards their home area. T™wo R.I.C. men%were killed
as far as I can recollect.

' ]

o
When it wes decided to establish a Brigade: Column

on & permanent basis, theaBrigadefCouncil, Cork 111 Brigade
decided tc make a levy on all landholders and.p}operty
owners to finance the equipment and clothing of the

column. The duty of arranging for the coliectlontof

this levy - called Arms Fund Levy - was;delegatpd to the:
officers iﬁ each area, I took part in thiL wofk in Adm@pig
Company , Wheré the amount of the levy was. paid willingly

by the farmers and householders. This'collectéon was:
carried out during the months of October and November,

|
1920, | | |

It was: now approaching Christmas, 1920, and there
was very little,activit& in the area. The |men from the
battalion (Castletownbere) ﬁho had been with tﬁe Brigade
Column returned home.  Their return created aﬁ interest

|

in activities in general.




The column was: reassembled about mid Janﬁary, 1921,
and about six men from Castietcwnbere.Battélion:area
were called wup. i don't think that there was:a%y
represéntative from Adrigole ares. in this call up.
However, early in March Miche&l @g Ot'Sulliven réported
to the column with, I think, Christy Of'Gonnell, Dick

Spencer and filve or six others. These men [took part

in Crossbarry engagement on March 19th 1921. é

At this: periocd the members of our compan& (Adrigole),
as. well as: the members:of all other units, ere%regulérly
engaged in cutting trenches, ﬁlocking roadsT demolishing
bridges and doing everything possible to hinderjenemy
| administration. The road cut%ing parties usuaily
operated in conjunction with armed scouts who held key
positions while the work of trenching-or demoli?ion

went on. During the spring and summer of 1921

I was regularly-engagedfon guard duty for these! operations.
. 1

In the spring of 1921 the British military
authorities ordered the masters of the shipssoleantry
Bay éteamship_Company to cease calling at any piers .
in Bantry Bay. The boats Were now ordered |to operate
direct between Castletownbere-Bere Island and Cbrk.

As they were not now touching at Kdrigole, my s?rvices
were no longer regquired and I was dismgssed, & then
operated as; a-wholetime officer on I.R.A. activ#ties

until I was: arrested. on July 3rd 1921.

'
In March, 1921, the Mate of the Bantry éteamship
Company 's boat - "Lady Elsie™ - reported to | me ﬁn his
arrival at Adrigole that some British military on board
were armed with revolvers. Y immediately informed the

Adrigole Company 0/C (Florence O'Sullivan), and with some




other members of the unit he held up three B

on board, finding only one revolver.

- 8.

ritish officers

When the members. of Rossmacowen Company took part

in the shoot-up of British forces at Furious
May lith 1921 I was ascting as an armed scout
Edrigole—Gléngariff road. In ﬁhis;engageme
casualties were: - three dead, two wounded.
operation was carried out in response to an

H.Q., 1lst Southern Division, and as a repris

execution of I.R.A. prisoners in Cork.

On May 25th 1921 I commandeered & mot
(mail car) for the Brigade Vice 0/C who had
attending a Brigade Council meeting in the &
this time also all cycles in the district we
commandeered and held in readiness as & mean
for the ‘men of the column or other officers

ough the area.

'

operating in, or passing thr

As Intelligence Officer my main actiy
underground.
H.Q. by dispatch riders - mainly members of
mfen. |

I was arrested on July 3rd 1921 when,

to Glengariff, I ran into an enemy round-up.

taken to Bantry where: T was detained for a week

All messages: were: transmitted

Pier on
onfthe

nt ﬁhe enemy
This

order from

al for the
|

or car
|

|

been

rea, About

re

s of transport
|

and  men

itiés;were
to'Battalion

|
Cumann ne.

on'my way

iI'_ was:

‘pefore

being removed on my own in a.destroyer to Fu
After some weeks at Furious: Piler I was remov

Island Internment Camp &t the end of August,

|
rious Pler.

ed %o Bere

19?1. I was

later removed to Spike Island, thence to Maryborough Prison

..(now. Portlaoise), from where: I was released

8th 1921.
Signed:

/¥

4

Date:

on December

Witness: Qz%i2§}h4vdMQ£

(Investigator)




