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CHRONOLOGY .

Irish National Association founded in Sydney.
Eastor-week Rising,.

Resolution favouring "Home Rule" adopted by House
of Representatives and the Senate of the Common-
woalth Parliament.

Regulatione under the War Precautions Act gazetied
to control Sinn Fein and to prohibit the advocacy
of the dismembership of the British Empire.

Internment of seven members of the Irish National
Association,

Rev. Dr, (later Monsignor) Patrick Tuomey prose-
cuted for seditious utterance.

Irish Rece Convention in Melbourne.

M¥r. Osmond Thomas Grattan Esmonde deported after
being prohibited from landing.

Mr. Hugh Mahon, M.P. expelled from Federal Parlia-
ment for disloyal utterance.

Irish Self-determination League of Australia
launched in Sydney.

Rev. Fr. M. O'Flannagan and Mr. J.J. 0'Kelly de-
ported.

Yisses Kathleen Barry and Linda Kearns for
Republican funds,



THE INDEPENDENCE OF IRELAND.

@ THE MOVEMENT IN AUSTRALIA.

: The ratio} of the Irish to the non=Irish portion of the Australian popula-
tion during the period under review (1913-1921) was as one to three. Since

then Irish blood has been more and more dispersed and the Australian population
as @ whole has been diluted by the influx of just over a million migrants since

1945, Only 2 relatively small proportion of the migrants were of Irish origin,

 Up intil ai least the second decade of this cenmtury Irish blood was in
purer form than 1% subsequently became and consequently there was a more vivid
consciousness of relationship to the Motherland.
Prior to 1916, and for some little time after the Rising, the nat:lona.l
policy for Ireland in Australia, as in other parts of the world, was "Home Rule.”

. That policy had been quite warmly championed in Australia, not. only by Irish.

people, but also by many of their friends. It secured the support of even some
Australg.an governments and of non-Irish public men (as indicated in the within

account .
- The Irish lndependence movement was initiated by the Irish National Asao—

ciation, which was founded in Sydney on 21lst. July, 1915. In the following two

yoers branches were established in Brisbane and Melbourna. - - '

As will be apparent in the following account, "Home Rule™ continueéd to be
advocated by many until well into the year 1919 and even later. The Irish

. elections of December, 1918, may be sald to have hastened the ultimate disin-
-tegration of the "Home Rule™ policy in Australia, as elsewhere. .

The names of the various Irish organisations in Australia during the
period under consideration may here be listed:- '
Sydney: The Irish National Associmtion, founded 1915; still (1956) in

‘existence, was the only Irish organisation Sydney with the exceptiom of - ~
: ‘Cumann na mBan set up as a ladies' auxlliary to the Irish Nation-
a:l. Association in 1919 by Mr. Liam MacGuinness. It was active until about

‘19213 and ,
' The Irish Self—determination Leagus set up in Sydney and in
.other Australian centres by Miss Kalhryn Hughes on 26th. February, 1921.

Meetings were called in a large number of cities and towns., It did not
"survive for more x» than a year or so.

Melbourna: The Irish National Asgociation, founded by Messrs. Francis J. Max
MacKeown and Maurice Dalton on 1l4th. September, 1917. It did not survive.
after 1920. . (It has been revived this yemr, 1956).

‘ "~ ' Young Ireland Society set up at the end of 1916 (exact date not
now ascertainable) to pramote ideals of Irish-Ireland and independence. It
also did not survive after 1920.
: The United Irish Lezgue, & constitutional orga.nisation which had
_ been in existence for yeasrs. It exhiblted active hostility to the ideal of
‘independence and ceased to function when that ideal was vindicated.
St. Patrick's Society, which was largely a social organisation,
endeavoured also to foster Irish culture., (No information is available re-
, garding the date of its foundation or its duration, but it has not func-
tioned for many years).
‘ The Gaelic Leagus, founded by Mr. Francis J. MacKeown in April,
' 1912. It carried on for only a relatively brief period. |
; The Shamrock Club. This was a small club mainly of a social

' éharact or. .
The Celtic Club was in existence for many years prior to 1916.

- It was constitutionalist in character and during the critical period fakled
- to associate itself with the separatist movement. It had its own premises
" . with a liquor licence. Its membership was iairly extensive. It still
flourishes. At the instigation of Dr. Thamas J. Kiernan, during his am-
bassadorship in Australia, it is supporting financisally the establishment
" of a Chair of Gaelic Studies in Melbourne. .
' ' The Irish-Ireland League of Vicioria. The mltipl:.city of Irish
. organisations in Melbourne led to disunity. This League represented en at-
tempt to rectify the position. It comprised the following organisationssi«
St. Patrick's Society, Irish National Association, Young Ireland Society,
. Shamrock Club, Hibernian A,C.B. Society, Irish National Forassters, Catholic
Young Men's Society, Ausiralian Catholic Federation and the Catholic
Workers. It was not successful. .

(Brisoane.
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Brisbane. . . The Irish National Association. Thisjwas'éstablished-by'MeSSré.
'George McKitterick, T. Fitzgerald and W.J., Fegan on 10th.September, 1916.
‘ Tts objects were idemtical with those of the Sydney branch. It ceased to
operats after the death of Mr. Fitzgerald about 1921. | T
¢ .7 " - The Queensland Irish Aésociation is the. ¢counterpart in Bris-
‘bane of the Celtic Club in Melbourne. . oL _
Adelaide. = The Irish National Society was founded in 1918. There-is no in~
. formation to indicate the period of its existence. In its first amual
‘report (3Cth.June, 1919) it stated: "The Society has completéd its first
year of existence. It came into being &8 the result of onslaughts made -
- upon the freedam of Irishmen and theéir déscendants in the Commonweslth. We
‘are pleased that the Irish section of the citizens of South Australie were
- not subjected to such fonatical treatment as was meted out to the meimbers
" ‘of their racs in the other States.” . - ' . e
Throughout “the whole period ‘of the war a rigorous cénship was exercised
and it was directdit s rabidly against Ireland as sgainst England's overt and
" active enemy, Germany. In 1916, when a Gaelic’ sports carnival was held in
~ Sydney on 2nd. August, 1916, the handbil;rissued'said:ifPlease contribute to
the Irish Relief Fund initiated by the Irish National Association for the re-
.1ief of those who so gallantly fought freedom's fight in Ireland recently. "
The Censor thereupon issued & peremptory werning with a threat of prosecution
' ‘for any repetition of such an offence. o T '
After the internment of the seven members of the Association on-17th.
~ June, 1918, the Victorien Censor interdicted any press reference to the inci-
" “dent, and forbade any public criticism of the Government's action, .
About 1917 {exact date uncertain) Senator Pearce, Minister for Defence,
censored & photo-play, "Ireland a Mation," on the ground that "it was not wise .
to resurrect the times of Robert Emmet in these days of stress, -as it niight
. ' cause disaffection among His Majesty's subjects.” - _ L
‘ The anti-Irish animus was menifest as early as l4th. Jenuiary, 1916,
when the "Sydney Morning Herald" .gaid: At the close of the play, in response
to recalls, he (Mr, Gerald Griffin) sang "The Wearing of the Green," which in
present -circumstances was scarcely tactful." L S , :
. During the period under review (exact date not known), Rev. Fr. J.A.
Roche, a. Sydney priest, was fined £5 at Auckland, New Zealand, for seying that
' the Germans wers better civilised than the .English. : R o
. In December, 1918, Rev. Dr. P, Tuomey was fined £30 in Sydney for ‘ad-
voceting independence for Ireland. (Details later in this. record).
) In December, 1917, Mr, William J. Fegen, of Brisbane, was arrosted and
interned in Darlinghurst Gadl, Sydney, after he had been found guilty ofwa
gseditiocus utterance" in a'letter_addressed'fo the press. He was released on *
19th. December, 1918. - S IR o - o
In June, 1918, Mr. Michael Kiely, of Warrnembool, Victoria, was also ar—
- rested and interned in Darlinghurst Gaol, Sydney. He was in a state of -i11-
.-~ health and had been holidaying in Tasmania. He was denounced by one, John
Luck, & hotel-keeper in a.northérn Tasmanian town.where Mr. Kiely was tempor-
.arily quertered. He stated that the only pretext that could have been émployed
against him was that he had warmly defended Archbishop Mannix. - ,
e Other incidents, which are referred to. in greater detail later .on in
this account and which are illustrative of the temper, of the times wxm were
the internments on 17th.: June,- 1918, the deportation of Mr. Osmond-Thomas
Grettan Esmonde on ‘3rd. March, 1920, the expulsion of Mr. Hugh.Mahon from the
Federsl Parlisment on 13th. November, 1920 and.the deportation of Rev. Fr. M.

0'Flgnnagan and Mr. J.J. 0'Kelly in 1923,

, Every effort was employed by the authorities to suppress authentic news
from Ireland.  All correspondencé was heavily censored. Irish and Irish-
: American newspapers of a national character, such as "Nationality," “Young Ire-
“Jand," "The Gaelic Smerican™ and "The Irish World" were not permitted entry
", Tinto Ansftraliz. Irish books of a national character were also in the category
of prohibited imports.- - T ' L A : : .
-+ Drastic regulations were gazetted on 28th. March, 1918, which, in effect,
' -banned Sinn Fein .and forbade the advocacy .of the "dismemberment. of the British-
. Empire," i.e., the separation of Ireland. '

, The attitude of the Hierarchy to the principle of Ireland's independence
was unfavourable until long after the Rising. The exception was Dr. Mennix,
who,‘ insofar as the Hierarchy was concerned, was the first to appreciate its-
real significance. Prior to the Rising, there was no evidence, outside the
renks of the I.N.A., of siupport for such a principle. : .

. . Generally;, it would appear that the pattern of Irish thinking in"-Austra-
-+ 1lia resempled ﬁhat in Iréland. The course of the independence movement ran

S ?-." .k o S .. :_ . (closely.
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closely parallel in both countries, a.lthough it was naturally modified by the .
fact that in Australia the- Insh race was 11v1ng in a predominantly Brltzsh
environment, . : o . .

. (A.T. Dryer,
- Polding Strest,
- Bossley Park,
" New South Wales)
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VERY REV. MONSIGNOR PATRIGK TUGMEY, P.Pe, D.Phu; SeT.L.

11th, 'September, 1885. Born at "Iremore," near Listowai, Co. Kerry.

18th, February, 1955. Died et Sydney, New South Waies.

-

o ' o o o
Educeted at St. Michael's College, Listowel; Carlow College and the Irish Col-
leget Rome. - . ' .o

' 19th, May, 1909. Ordeined et Rome. Graduated as Doctor of Philosophy.

November, 1909. Arrived in Sydney.

N

Harchf 1910, Professor of Dogmatic Theology, St. Patrick's College, Manly, .
SdeéY- ) ’ o .- - - L

_Decemﬁer. 1§11. Aséistant Priest, St. Benedict's Chufch,iBroa@way;-Sydney.

\ - : . . ’ - ’
December, 1916. Priest-in~charge, Parish of Mittagong-Bowral, New South Weles.

May, 1922, Parish Priest, Erskineville, Sydney.

November, 1935. Parish Priest, Dulwich Hill, Sydney.

In the history of Irish-Australia the Very Rev. Monsignor Patrick Tuomey -
ocoupies a niche.of unessaileble pre-eminence. His work for the cause of Ire-
‘lend's independence was carried out mainly through the medium of the Irish -
National Associamtion, of which he became a member immediately after its founda-
tion in July, 1915, and with whose ideals he was in perfect accord. In that
organisation his intense zeml and dynamic personality promptly established him
a8 an inspiring leader, : : .

At & point in history when advocacy of such a principle as the right of
Ireland to absolute independence was held to be not only quixzotic but sub- -
versive and evil, he dedicated himself unreservedly and devotedly to that

i doctrine. Under the spell of his excelling oretory, multitudes were led from
the prevailing concept of "Home Rule" as the ultimate expression of Irish

- freedam to a full realisation of Ireland's fundemental national right. During
the nine monthe preceding the Rising, that is, from the time of the foundation

. of the Association, his voice alone, emong the clergy, was reised to assert

" that right. ' _ ) ) ‘ .

Throughout the periocd of the war and until the world commenced to adjust -

- itself to the idea of an Irish Republic, the defence of Ireland's freedom de-

. manded courage in Australia, as it did in Ireland. In a war-crazed community,

. Dr. Tuomey suffered from ecclesiastical disapprobation for the course he was
following., The entouresge, lay and clerical, of the Archbishop of Sydney, the
Most Rev. Dr. Michael Kelly, wes strongly imbued with the Xipk loyalism of the
time, 'and the influence of this group upon the Archbishop induced in him a
spirit’ of hostility to the ideal of Irish independence. Dr. Tucmey's transfer,
a8 Priest-in~charge, to the parish of Mittagong-Bowral, eighty miles from -

© Sydney, was held to have a definite relationship to hierarchicsl sentiments,

In the field of Irish patriotic emndeavours, Dr. Tuomey was a central figure.

‘He was regarded by competent judgment as one who ranked emongst the very

. greatest. Certainly, his firmly-held convictions, expressed by oratory of the
most excelling eloquence end power, were probably the mosl fruitful end effec-
‘tive factor in New South Wales in moulding opinion in favour of complete Irish
freedom. ' : -

The success of his efforts extended beyond the tolerance of the military
suthorities, for, after an address given on the 4th, Septenmber, 1918, he was
prosecuted and fined £30, a

In' defending the cause of Ireland.he was forthright, vehement and direct,
although his character was gentle, kindly and charitable in a conspicuous
degree. His manliness and courage, under testing circumstances, never faltered
vhen Irelend's righte or honour were at stake. In the tradition of the great~ -
est of Irish patriots, he never counted the cost to himself. His was indeed a
life of selfless devotion, and the most eloquent language of praise could not
adequately asseas the real character of this pre-eminently noble and patriotic
priest. ,
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- 24th. February, ‘1955, - "Catholic Press."

REMARKABLE IRISH .PRIEST MOURNED.

The best-known and perhaps the best-loved of the remarkable band of Irish-
priests who, came to Australia upwards of 40 years ago =nd developed the - -
vigorous Faith characteristic of Australian Catholiciam today, died peacefully

at Lewisham Private Hospital last Friday (18/2/55). .

He was the Very Rev. Monsignor Patrick Tuomey, parish priests of Du}wich
Hill, extreordinary apostle of charity and one of the most loyal sons of Ire~
lend ever to carry the torch of the gospel to distant lends, -

: His loyalty to Ireland was equalled only by his love of Australia, which .

_ foundlexpresaion in his positive hatred of social injustice and the alien
tyranny of communism, which he saw as the greatest menace to Australie's
future. -

' A'Cardinal, four Bishops, 300 prieats, the State Premier and more than
3000 Catholics attended his funeral from St. Paul of the Cross Church, Dulwich
Hill,ion Mondey morning. It was one of the most impressive tributes ever paid
to a priest of the Archdiocese of Sydney.

pPatrick Tuomey was born at "Iremore", four miles from Listowel, County )
Kerry, on September 11, 69 years ago. Two brothers, Eugene and John survive
him in Listowel and two sisters in Irelend., He had not long returned from a
happy yeer with them when the first signs of his fatal illuness showed, i

' He had sisters and brothers in the service of the Church in U.S.A. One

sister - a nun in Texas- accompanied him to Ireland. The other sister has a

son a priest and a daughter a nun in America, Of his two brothers who were

priesta in U,S.A. one, Father Jemes, survives him in the Diocese of Rochfort.

The Tuumay name is well in keeping with the proud tradition of Listowel. It

has given more priests and religious to the Church and more scholars to '

‘Christendom than any town in Ireland - "and that'a saying a lot” as "The Doc".

would saye.

The acedemy with chief credit for this a.ch:Levement, 5te Michael's College,
Listowel, is still going strong. From Listowel he went to Carlow College
where he studies from 1902«06, and thence to the Irish College, Rome, for
theology. Patrick Tuamey blazed through a brilliant scholastic career. In
Rome, where he was ordained on May 19, 1909, he won his Doctorate of Philo-
sophy, and came to Sydney in November of that year,

He was stationed at St. Mary's Cathedral until March 1910, and from that
time, when he was appointed a young Professor of Dogmatic Theology at St.
Patrick's College, Manly, he was affectionately known to all as "The Doc."

His manliness, his fearlessness, his utter unselfishness soon mede him a -
pereonality among the priests of Sydney. His virtues ware apparent in explo-
sions of sterling piety end faith.

_ He came to Sydney in stirring days when bigotry was more articulate than

. now, and favoured frequent onslaughts on imsginary enemies in Rum, Rame and -
Ireland, Dr. Tuomey was in great demand for public occasions when he used his

- flery eloquence and ready wii to great effect. The going wes not aelways easy,
and at times he found himself.at loggerheads with authority. But he was first
end alweys a man of God and of kindliness, end his difficulties only enhanced
his esteem with bishops, priests and people. _—

From Menly, in December, 1911, he wnnt to S5t. Benedlct's, Broadway, as
agsistent priest. ' )

:  His feme beceame Auatralla wide in the anti—conacriptlon campaigns and the
controversies eroused by Easter Week in 1916. Ireland end Austrelia had anm -

. unfailing champlon in Dt. Tuomey. He identified himself with the foundation
of the Irish National Association; he graced many a hectic meeting and was the
first sought and the first to greet every distinguished visitor from Ireland,
from de Valera and Frank Alken to Father Peyton and Sybil Connolly.

His helping hend and pocket were eover out to help young Irish migrants in -
their early days in a strange lend.

. In December, 1916, a new parish of Mittagong-Bowral was established with Dr,
Tuomey priest in charge. There be built his first presbytery end he put his
personality into that as he did in Erskineville (Sydney) end Dulwich Hill
(sydney) later. The house he built must be like himself, big hearted, generous
and open - a house of hospitality.. Hie good humoured kindliness won people
of all shades on all sides, ,

Sydney velcomed him back to Erskineville in May, 1922, when he succeeded
Father Kerwlck. Here in the heart of industrial Sydney "The Doc" was at his

best., He was the friemd, the father, the counaellor of the poor far beyond
the boundaries of his parish.

; L ‘ L o .‘ S (The presbytary.

I
:
i
}



| T
‘ {"Catholic Press," 24/2/55 = 2)

T%ne presbytery was not big enough for him, for his work, and his nmltitude
of callers in distress. He built a new one and a worthy one to remsdy that,
He became identified with the work of the Brothers of St. Vincent de Paul and
used his eloquence for every important appeel.

His neme will ever be revered in the Matt Talbot Hostel which he helped to
found and endow; in the Buckingham-street "Our Lady's Home" where the good )

Franciscan Missionaries of Mary have lost their Father Bountiful. His name was
a household word in the homes of the poor in the surrounding districts which
felt the full brunt of two depressions in his time.

In' November, 1935, he began his fruitful pastorate at Dulwich Hill. Here
he had full scope for new enterprises of zeal, for new conquests in militant
charity. He was elevated tp the rank of Privy Chamberlain with the titlie of
Very Rev. Monsignor in 1950,

He:first eniarged the presbytery to make it open deor for many visiting -----
prelates, for priests from far and near, for callers of every calibre from
Cabinet Ministers to job seekers, of every age from the children who adored him
to the aged to whom he was en earthly Guardian Anjel. Sunday after Sunday he
insp:.red his people with his infective generous piety and Dulwich Hill led
Sydney in appeals for special charities extending as far afield as the Ialanda
of tho Pacific, -

Father Peyton made it his first port of calljy the Mass, the Rosary, the ‘
':S‘I:a:hons of the Cross were the enthusiasms in piety of Dr. Tuomey. He used no
" book when leading the Stationa. His prayer at every scens was a sermon in it-

self. |

He was pre-eminent in encouraging and helpa.ng Australian voca.tiona for the
priesthood. His greatest help was silent and unseen. The Bursary Fund at
Manly had no more earnest advocate.

With ell his goodness and bubbling generosity wherever"fhe Doc® appeared
there was a genial diffusion of .earnest hilerity. ‘His presence was besought
at every mmjax function of major importance in Australia from Perth to Cairus;
he counted prelates like Archbishop Mannix and Archbishop Duhig amongst his

. close friends and his own Cardinal Archobishop has paid many public tributes -
to his worth end example.

His last public appesl was at the blessing of the new church st Ashbury for
his close fiiend Father Dan Galvin. This was appropriate for the founder of
that parish was the closest ftiend of Dr. Tucmey - the well beloved Father Ted
McMahon,

Monsjgnor Tuomey, Irish of the Irish among the priests of Sydney, was
always distinguished for his predilection and affection for young Australian
pr:lests, Dr. T\xomey was also & Judge of the Diocesan Tr:.bunal for Matrmonia.l
Causes. .

He had made three trips to hig homeland and was looking forward to another,
but death intervened.

- Monsignor Tuomey's funeral last Monday morning was one of the biggest in the

métropolitan area for some years.

The Church of the Immeculete Conception and St. Paul of the Cross at Dulwich
Hill was .crowded an hour before the Requiem Mass, which was celebrated for the .
repose of his soul by Very Rev. Monsignor P. Flanagan, P.P, (Earlwood).

Hundreds of people who could got gein admittamce knelt in the church grounds.

His eminence Cardinal Gilroy presided at the Mess and gave the Final Absolu--
tions. Also present on the sanctuary were Their Lordships Bishops Norton, of- -
Bathurst,! Fox, of Wilcannia-Forbes, McCabe, of Wollongong, Brennan, of Toowoomba,
and Garnoll, Auxiliary Bishop-to His Eminence. 'Hundreds of clergy in surplices
and . souta.nea chanted the mueic of the Mass. ’

- All sections of the community were represented at the Mass and those present
included the Premier (Mr. J.J. Cahill, M.L.A,).

Deacon was the Rev. Father W. Murray (Dulwich Hill) and sub-deacon the Rev.
Father E. Burton (Rockdale). Master of Ceremonies was the Very Rev. Monsignor -
M. Cronin (Swmmer Hill) and mester of ceremcnies to His Eminence was the Rev.
Father H. Kennedy {5t. Mary's Cathedral).

The funeral was to Rookwood Cemetery, where Bishop Fox ofticiated at the - .

. graveside mssisted Dy Bishops Brennan and Carroll. ’

A very large numver of clergy were present at the Solemn Office ot the Dead,
which was chanted for the repose of his soul in the Dulwich Hill ciurch on Sun-
day evening. Those in the sanctiuary ineluded The Lordships Bishops. Fox, Lyons
(Auxiliary Bishop to His Eminence Cardinal Gilroy), Brennan and Carroll.- R.I.P.

. _ i/
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POIding St.,
ﬁosaley Park,

15th. August, 1956.
15th. August, 1956.
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! VERY REV, DR, MAURICE JOSEPH O'REILLY, C.M., D.D.

1866{ Born at Cobh, Co. Cork.

25ths September, 1933, Died at Sydney, New South Wales.
!

-Educated at St. Colman's College, Fermoy (where he was a classmuate of Arch-

EbishOp Mann;lx), St. Patrick's, Maynooth, and Vincentian Seminary at
,Blackrock,

. Nove@ber, 1892, Arrived at Melbourne, Victoria.

1
1894, Went to New Zealand,

1903, President, St. Sta.nialana' college, Bathurst, New South Wales, until
11914,

1915- President, Castleknock College, Dublin, for three months.

September, 1915, Recalled to Australia to become Rector of St. John's College
lm.'l:hm the University, Sydney. He retained this office until his death.

1926. F::.rst Provincial of the Australian Province of the Congration of the

; Missions.

a' : ‘

.~ The Very Rev., Dr. Meurice 0'Reilly was a great priest, a profound

| scholar, & notable linguist, a refined, cultiured

| gentleman, & poet and an ardent patriot. As an orator he was known

| throughout Australia, especially in the eastern States. When the truths
- of religion were assailed and when he encountered injustice, the quali-
' ties of his mind were mansfested in memorable conirovZersaries. The

. sincerity of his commanding and powerful personality compelled the re-
" gpeot oven of those who differed from him, and he was for years a

. publie figure. The Rectorship of St. J ohn' 8 College within the Uni-

' veraity added to his staturs.

His immediate reaction to Easter-week was one of bitterness and con- _
damation, but within a few weeks he reversed this attitude. Thereaftar
his championship of the cause of the Irish Republic was a feature of the

- ! public 1ife of Sydney.

e e e e -
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JOHN TIGHE RYAN.

;s'ro.} Born at Milltown, Glt;nmxlty, Co. Tipperary.
20th. September, 1922. Died st Sydney, New South Wales.
Came to Australia in early boyhood. -

On a‘t“'a.ff of "Daily Telegraph,” Sydnay.

Austra.lian reprasecnta:tive of "Pall Mall Gazette, and leater of the "Westminster
Gaza‘tte. '

La.ter on became editor of the "Gundagai Times," New South Wales.

189'7. Appointed editor of the "Catholic Press," Sydney. He held the appoint-
ment until the day of his death.

+

John Tighe Ryem was regarded as one of the ablest journalists in Auatrélia-
Through the ingtrumentality of the "Catholie Press," which was a large weekly
journal, he exerted a powerful influence on the public 1ife of Australia.

He was possessed of great gifts of mind and it was fortunate for the cause ‘
of Ireland that he employed them as he did. It would indeed be difficult to
overestimate the tremendous influence which he exerted in moulding Irish opinion.
For year after year, and especially during the critical years from 1916 until
his death in 1922, a very considsrable proportion of the pages of the "Press"

. was intensively devoted to the presentation of every facet of Ireland's pro-

blem. Week after week emlightemment and information on Ireland poured forth
from its pages. The truly emormous amounmt of vital information he thus pur-
veyed +0 the public mind - restricted only by the rigours of a censorship

exercised by the hibernophobic Professor G.G. Nicholson - marked Tighe Ryan

. (a8 hé was femiliarly known) as one of the vory grea.teat oxponents and chempions

of Irish republican:lm in Australia.

Amongst those placed in a position to exercise the power of the press,
he was the first to realise, almost instinctively, the real significance of -
Easter-weak. If he was assailed at first, briefly, by some doubts - the almost
jnevitable effect of lack of knowledge of the plane end purpose of the men of
1916 - smendsin full measure were mede as he went on to magnificent achieve-

. ment through the instrument which Providence had placed in his hands, so that
. now, thirty-four years after hia death, the tradition he established then still

persist S

He died suddenly from cerebral haemon‘hage at the age of fifty-two, literal-
ly worn out :ln the service of Iraland. .
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ALBERT THOMAS DRYER.

1lst. March, 1888. Born at Balmain,.-Sydney. ‘
19th, Januery, 1893. Death of father.

Ancestry: Mother, Mary Cusick, netive of Poulnagoona, Co. Clare.
Father, native of Sydney.
Paternal grendmother, Catherine O‘Farrell, native of Co.

Laois.

Paternal grendfather, Caspar Dryer, native of Bremen, Germanys. ,

Educated at various primary schools in Singleton and Sydney, New South Wales.
1903, Joined Commonwealth Trade esnd Customs Department.

1913. Graduated in Arts, Sydney Universitye.

1914. Very strong interest in Ireland enkindled by Mrs. Alice S. Green's

"Irish Nationality."

21st. July, 1915, Founded the Irish Nationel Association in Sydney to pro-
- pagate the principle of independence for Ireland and to foster Irish
tradition and culture. Was first secretary for about six years. .

17th. June, 1918. Internmed in Darlinghurst Gaol, Sydney, with six other mem-
bers of the Irish National Associstion (including two from Melbourne
and one from Brisbane). ' .

11th. February, 1919. Released.

. :
1926, Graduated as Associate of the Sydney Technical College in (1) Science
and (2) Biology. - _

29¢h, April, 1933. Married Elizabeth Ellen Haymes, a direct descendant of
Tiernan O'Rourke. Issue: a son, Albert Benjamin.

1938. Graduated in Medicine and Surgery, Sydney Universitye e,

ist. June, 1948, Cheirman to Mr. de Velera's meeting in Sydney. 13,000 present.

1948. Secretary to the Australian League for an Undivided Ireland.

1953, Acted for Dre. T.J. Kiernan, Ambassador of Ireland, ﬁho initiated the

Lectureship in Irish Studies at Sydney University. Series begun by
Professor Myles Dillon.

1854, Acted similarly for Professor D.A. Webb,

Albert Thomas Dryer was the first person in Australia publicly to ad-
voocate the independence of Ireland and the ideals of an Irish-Ireland.

After the death of his father, before reaching the age of five, he re--
sided with his maternal grendmother at Singleton, New South Weles, where he
spent his childhood and youth. There was & strong Irish element in the local
community, but nationel ideas received no emphasis.

In 1914, Mrs. A.S. Green's "Irish Nationality" provided him, for the
first time, with insight into the authentic history of Ireland. The advance
from knowledge of the elementary facts of that history to its corollary, Ire-
land's right to independence and the cogency of the recovery of her Gaslic
civilisation, was ineviteble and sponisneous. Imbued with these ideals, he’
founded in the following year (21gt. July, 1915) the Irish National Associa~
tion, an organisation destined to assume & historic character.

This was the genesis in Austraelia of the movement for the independence
of Ireland. '




N

(Albert Thomas Dryer = 2).

HlB dynamic labours and high 1deels were recognleed as preponderant

factors which led to the degree of success manifested in the powerful and
- truitful influence exerted by the- Association in infuelng into the publlc_

mind the ideal of Ireland 8 1ndependence.a,;. _ -

On 17th. June, 1918, he was arrested with six other membere of the
Association and incarcerated in Darlinghurst Gaol, Sydney. He was released

“‘om 11th. February, 1919 - about two months after his companions - and. simul-

teneouely d13m1889d from the- Department of Trade and Customs.

H He is dietlnguiened ‘as the only Anstralian ever to have been in gaol in
Australia for the cause of Ireland. , .

A long perlod of the severesi adverslty ensued upon his release, wh;ch .
dzd not terminate until 1938, when, at the age of 50, he gradueted in Medicine

“and Surgery &t Syuney University. He pureued hzs studies in this feculty

under conditions of incredible hardehip.

In a life- dedlcated +6 the cause of Ireland since 1914, he accumplzshed

"his work with’ quist determination and unobirusiveness, fortified by & deep

knowledge of her history and culture. During the vital period both preceding
and subsequent to Eester-Week, his personality and energy became the heart and

-dmpul se of the indepenuence movement in New South Weles..

p

.7 The fact thet he is not. of actual Irish blrth has evoked cOmment when

consideration is given to his intense love of end sacrifices for Ireland dur-

' 1ng his very dlstlngulehed career in the service of her cause.
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. LIAM ) MacAONGUSA.
/
(Willi_.am MacGuinness).

10th, April, 1889, - Born at Belfest, Ireland.
1893, - Death of fether. '

1904. - Joined Fianna na hEireenn in Belfast, after meeting Bulmer Hobson with
whom he was to be nasociated for long afterwards., '

1904, = Joined Dungennon Club (Bulmer Hobson, president). Met O'Donoven Rossa
there.

Leter played part of Patrick in "Cethleen ni Houlihem" (Yeats) in the
Ulster Literary Theatre. ‘ .
(In 1916, in Australia, pleyed part of Michael in the same play, pro=-
duced by the Irish National Association in Sydney. ' '
1905, - In ceste of "Deirdre" (A.E.), produced by Ulster Literary Theatre.

Was associated in Belfast with Francis Joseph Bigger, Herbert Hughes,
‘Joseph Campbell, Jeck Campbell, Josephine Campbell, Lena Hughes, Jack
end Frederick Morrow, Robert Rutherford-Mayne, Robert Lynd, - McBurney,
Fred. Gordon, Cethleen Campbell and Denis McCulloch.

1906, -Sworn in to the Irish Republicen Brotherhood at Belfast. BN

Geve Sean MacDermott his first book of Sinn Fein‘ or Republicen writing =
a volume of Fintan Lalor's - when he came from Manorheamilton, Leitrim to
Belfast., The book belonged to Bulmer Hobson.

June, 1407. - Met Roger Casement in Belfast.

1909 to 1911 - Thereafter frequenily met Roger Casement with F.J. Bigger,
Bulmer Hobson and members of the Ulster Literary Theatre at feksesnna.. .
At these feiseanna at Cushendun, Cushendall, Ballycestls etc. met many
Abbey Theatre personalities, Padraic. Colum, Maurice Joy, Tom Kettle,also
Countess Markievicz, Alice Milligan, Robert Johnson (father of Anna
MacManus)? Dr, Patrick McCartan, Joe McGarrity and Seumas MacManus.

Wes a member of the Gaslic League and of the Geelic Athletic Associetion.

1910.~ When Bulmer Hobson wes going to Dublim to edit an Irish-Ireland paper,
it wes arranged that Wm. MacGuinness should accompeny him, but at this
time his mother insisted upon going to Anstralia to Join her son. He
wap, very reluctantly, obliged to accompany her.

January, 1912, - Arrived in Sydney.

August, 1915, - Joined the recently formed Irish National Association. Thence- |
forward for yeesrs, until he left Sydney for 'the country, he was an active l
exeoutive official of the Associatiom,.

1917. - Re~joined the Irish Republican Brotherhood in Sydney.

17th, June, 1918. - Interned in Darlinghurst Geol, Sydney, with six other mem-
.bers of the Irish National Asscciation. y

19th. December, 1918. -~ Released. 7
1919, - Foﬁnded Cumann na mBan in Sydney. i
1319, - Delagate to Irish Race Convention, Melboume; : |
1922, - Cast in role of "MacDara" in "The Singer" (Pearse), Sydney. |
23rd.November, 1923. - Merried Mary Dumne. (Issue: a son, Brimm).

_ | o
During his career in Australia, as a member of the Irish National Associa-
tion, Liem MacAonguea maintained the intense and unremitting devotion to the ‘
cause of Irish-Irelend that characterised him in Ireland. In all departments of |
Irish activities his wise and sustained enthusiasm proved a very significant -

factor in promoting the cause of Ireland's independence, as well as of her |

culture. His associmtes regarded as inspiring his personality and labours for
the cause, In the unusual quelities of hie character, he malnta.ined the very !

highest traditian%he rs.?e. - . : o
44 4 W” :
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ANDREW and MATTHEW ORGAN,

ANDREW ORGAN:

Born 25th. November, 18387, at Cork, Ireland.

MATTHEW ORGAN:

Born July, 1885, at Cork, Ireland,

Prior to the entry of America into the first World War, it was vitally
necessary for those committed to the cause of Irish independence to maintain
communication with Americe and, through that country,with Ireland. This work
was carried out almost enmtirely by Andrew Organ sided by his brother,Matthew.

They were both seamen engaged on the Pacific route between Australia
and America. .

Andrew Orgen was a man of intelligence end resource and a most erdent
patriot. Among his contacts in the United States were Rev. Fr. Poter C.
Yorke, of San Francisco, and Mr. Laurence De Lacey. His was tne key position
in maintaining the lines of communication between Australis, om the one hend,
and America and Ireland on the other, and he was instrumentel in obtaining
most of the material used by the Irish National Associetion for propaganda.
Correspondence inwards and outwards was handled by him, as were also Irish
end Irish-American journals (which at this period were prohibited imports
into Austrelia). In this regard he was also the trusted agent of prominent
people, such as Very Rev. Mons. Tuomey &nd Very Rev.M.J. O'Reilly.

Throughout much of this time, Andrew Organ was under police sur- -
veillance. Once when a well-known detective was travelling £pr New Zealand,
the crew were ordered to the upper decls, ostensibly for "boat drill." Upon
returning to their quert ers, the brothers Organ found that their personal
belongings had been disturbed during the interval.

_ Upon another oocasion a loyalist crew refused to sail with Andrew
Organ from Sydney.

His work was quite invaluable and through him the Irish National As-
gociation was able to apprise its members aend, through them, the public re-
gerding the progress of national affairs abroad, and greet credit is due to
the brothers for their efficiency and zesl. '
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EOMUND McSWEENY.

lst. January, 1861. Born at Burncourt, Co. Tipperary.
24th. February, 1929. Died at Syduey. |
Educated at National School and St. Michael's College, Listowel.

Founded branch of Land League at Ballydonohue, Vo. Kerry.
1882 or 1833. Was in England for a brief period.

1883 (epprox.)}. Came to Melbourne, Victoria; thence went to Auckland
and Wellington, New Zealand.

1889 or 1890, Came to Sydney where he resided during the remainder
8¢ his 1life.

Was a foundation member of the Shemrock Giub, Sydney.

10th.October, 1892. Married Elizabeth Mary Teresa 0'Connor (& saec¢ond
cousin -of The O'Rehilly) - (a son, William).

The 'Ninety-eight Mausoleum erected to the memory of Michael Dwyer
{(the "Wicklow Chief "), in Waverley Cemetery, Sydney, is considered to be
one of the most striking monuments to Irish patriotism in the world.
Edmmd McSweeny was secretary to the compittee which initiated and
cerried out the project in which his role was very prominent.

August, 1915. ‘Member of the recently founded Irish National Aesocistion.
Soon beceame an executive member, and was for a period its president.

1917, Member of the Irish Republican Brotherhood, Sydney.
17th. June, 1918, Interned in Darlinghurst Gaol, Sydney, with eix other
members of the Irish National Agsociation.

19th, December, 1918, Released.
1921, Member of the Self-determination for Ireland League, Sydney.

Edmund McSweeny was very deeply versed in the history of Ireland
and lectured upon the subject before the Irish. National Associetion,
Sydney, &s he had elready done before the Irish Nationel League in Auck-

land, New Zealand.
He was equipped with a sound knowledge of Irish music, literature

end culture generally.
Throughout his life, from his youthful days when he was assoclated
with the "Moonlighters" in Kerry, antil the last, he was devoted with
unusual ardour and singleness of purpose to the ceuse of Ireland. He
wes associated with every Irish movement in Sydney and was & foremost
‘advocate of independence for Ireland.

Earnestness end sincerity were prominent merks of his character.
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FRANCIS JAMES MacKEQWN.

23rd. March, 1884, Born in England.
31st. May, 1944. Died at Melbourne, Victoria.
Resided for an extended period in Dundalk, Ireland.
Ancestry: Father, James MacKeown, Dundsalk;
"~ Mother, Brigid MacCarthy, Galway.
17th. March, 1912, Arrived in Australia. Resided in Melbourne.
April, 1912. Founded branch of Gmelic League in Melbourns.
5th. August, 1916. Married Fodhla Quilligan.

Issue: Pearse Enda, Enda Colbert, lMeeve Maura, Terence
Patrick and Nessan Eugene.

14th.September, 1917. Co-founder and secretary of the Melbourne breach of
the Irish Nationsl Association.

17th. June, 1918. Arrested in Melbourne and interned in Darlinghurst .
Gaol, Sydney, with six other members of the Irish Netional Associa-

tion. .
o .
19th. December, 1918, Released.

1922, Co-founder of Terence MacSwiney Branch of the Gaelic League in
Melbourne. . :

Francis MacKedwn, an ardent separatist throughout his life,
employed all his faculties in the cause of Irelend. He completely sur-
rendered himself to the work of promulgeting the ideal of a Geaelic
Ireland and laboured with sacrificial zeal for the Irish lenguage.

The great warmth of his unaffected character endeared him to
all his associates.

T
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THOMAS FITZGERALD.

1876 (approx.). Bora in Dublin, Ireland.
1921 (approx.) i)ied at Brisbane; Queenslend.

10th,September, 1916. Co—founder of Brisbane branch of the Irish National
Assgociation.

17th. June, 1Y18. Arrested in Brisbane and intsrned in Darlinghurst Gaol,
Sydney. . :
19th, December, 1lyl8. HReleased.

Was secretary to the Irish Nacional Association, Brisbaue, from 1917
until his deatn.

1917. Beceme a member of the Irish Republican Brotnerhood.

Zealgysly devoted to the cause of Ireland's independence for which he
laboured very emergetically in Queensland and in that regard he very conspicu-
ously msjmrxrxks played a major role.

LB N LR N *es [ NN J

o MICHAEL ‘MauGING.
1876 (approx.). Born at Westport, Co. Mayb. Still living (1956).
17th. June, 1918, Internsd in Darlinghurst Gaol, Sydney.
19th, December, 1918, Relemsed. . |

Wes an official of the Irish National Association, Sydney, almost from
the time of its foundation.. :

A native spesker of the Irish languagé.

One of the very greabest‘ oxponent s of Irish dancing in Australia.

LK LR ] LA R I AL

| . MAURIGE DALTON.
1843 (approx.). Borm in Ireland (probé.'ply Tipperary).
1920 (approx.). Pisd in Melbourne, Victoria.

Was a member of the Irieh Republican Brotherhood in 1865 or 1867 in
Ireland. : . .

1917. Initisted the orgenisation in Auzstralia.

13th, Séptember, 1917, Was co-founder with Mr. F.J. MacKeown of the Irish
National Association, Helbourne branch. . .
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HOME RULE.

24th, February, 1883. "The Freeman's Journal"”, Sydney. {Catholic weekly).

Arrival of Mr, J.E. Redmond, M.P.

On Monday (19th.February, 1883) Mr. J.E. Redmond, M.P., the delegate of
the Irish Nationel Leasgue, accompanied by his brother, Mr. W.K. Redmond and
Mr. J.W. Walshe, the League representative, arrived in Sydney direct from i
Adelaide. -

3rd. Merch, 1883. "The Freeman's Journal."
The first address was given in the Academy of Music on Thurasday, 22nd.

Merch, 1883.

10th. March, 1833. "The Freeman's Journal," '
At = mesting held in the Protestent Hall on Tuesday (6th.March, 1883),
Sir Henry Parkes moved: "That this meeting emphatically protests against the
mission of Messrs. Redmond.” In the course of his remarks, Parkes saids "We
have met this evening to protect the purity of Australien public life." : i
(Note: Sir Henry Parkes, a prominent member of. the Orange order, was - °
premier of New South Wales, He was the author of the Education Act which made
education in New South Weles "compulsory, secular and free."” This was directed
against the interests of Catholic schools). .

Dc'acember, 1901. Vieit by Mr, William O}Brien, for health reasons.

17th.March, ©1905. Mr, William Redmond was present at St.Patrick's Day function. .

19th.October, 1905, v“gatholic Press," Sydney. (Catholic weekly).
Mr. HB.B. Higgins (afterwards Mr, Justice Higgins) moved in the House of
Representatives, on the 12th.October, 1905, the following resolutiog:-
“That an humble address be presented to His Majesty as follows-
May it pledse Your Majesty: ' .
We, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the mambers of the House
of Representatives, in Parliament assembled, desire most earmestly in our name
and on behalf of the people whom we represent, to express our unswerving
loyalty and devotion to Your Majesty's person and Government, o
Enjoying and apprecisting as we do the blessing of Home Rule here, we
would humbly express the hope thit a just measure of Home Rule may be grented-
t0 the people of Ireland. They ask for it through their representatives -
never has request more clear, consistent and continuous been made by any netion..
As subjects of Your Majesty we are interested in the peace and contentment of
all parts of the Empire, and we desire to see this long-standing grievance at
the very heart of the Empire removed. It is our desires for the solidarity and
permanence of the Empire, as a Power making for peace and civilisation, that
must be our excuse for submitting to Your Mejesty thia respectful petition."
The motion was supported by Mr. Alfred Deakin, the Prime Minister. It -
was carried by 30 votes to 21. ) R
Senstor Dawson moved a similar motion in the Senate, which was carried by i

16 votes to 1l.

2d. August, 1906. Messrs. Jos. Devlin and J.T. Donovan arrive in Sydney from
Melbourne.. : . ENET '
October, 1910. Visit by Mr. Willism Redmond.,

1911/12, Visit by Messrs. Donovan, R. Hazelton and W.A. Redmond .

June, 1914. Monster Home Rule meeting in Town Hall, Sydusy.
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THE IRISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
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Sydney, Thursday, August 16, 1956 11 |

Cultura In Austraha

HE II‘lSh Cultura‘ T ~Swéeny and Dr. Hanrahan
Centre, which is CLASS for the}
eins ol by the\ By a Specucd Correspondent A Gtudy of the Irish]

Irish Nationa] Assoclatlon in;

seomme Janguage was  directed
Devonshire- street, near the for several yearshb}’ MUESSI‘S
gsouthern end of the Central P. and J. Geraghty, Under
L] ' e

Railwdy Station, iz to be Mr. A, R. Welch, a war-pipe

| band functioned alsp for a
opened on Sunday Septem very long period. Amongst its
bez 18, .

members were several no-
"The Irish National Asso- - table =~ exponents = of lrish
ciation is an organisation dancing, in which regard the
which . enjoys historic status ; Misses F. and I poillesple
by virtue of the fact that it § and Mollie McCabe Wore
was the ploneer advocate in §
‘Australia “of the national in-
dependence of Ireland, as
iwell as of those Gaelic~Ire-
land ideals connoted by the
‘term “the - Irish  Renais-
‘sance.” Founded by Dr,
Albert. T.- Dryer on July 21
11916, its voice alone in Aug
itralia wag ralsed in defence
‘of Ireland's full ‘national
‘rights, '
At its foundation mdeting
ity chairman was Mr. John
£&Brien.. The proposal to
-estabhsh it Wwas moved by Dr.
Dryer (who became its firgt
sgecretary) and seconded by
{Mr. Peter Burns, Eighteen
lpPOpIe were preaent, includ-
Hng * Mr. €. C. Lazzarmx
IML.A., and Mr, P. O'Lough.

performed “Cathleen ni
Houlihan,” by W. B, Yeats.
Numerous concerts were pre-
sented by the association,
not only in Sydney, but inf
ielght or ten country towns
in Queensland and New
South Wales, . R
The music, songs andl
/dances brought to public at-!
‘tion by these functions pre-
served the authentic Gaelic
‘idiom in a notadle degree.
They culminated in the con-
cert in the Town Hall)
Sydney, in 1947,
presented in the form of a
cavaleade of eight tableaux
depicting important events inl
Irish history, which Mrs!

S ) e itiral Cent " Kiernan, wife of the Irish!
in, president and secratary, Artist's drawing of new rish Cuitural Centre Ambassador in Austraha,

. d to be the great-|
respectively, of the HA.C.B.g__» s l * » s fpwno“me |
. est gshe had ever witnessed.

Bociety. Survivers of thatIrISh I'eVIVa |S» alm 0 One historic incident in1
lmeeting are Messrs. P. Burns‘,i which the association was in/
4. Dryer, Michael Prender-

; 3 volved served to identify the'
gast and Joseph Quinn. | [)@W Sdeey Centre spirit of the association with!
, At the time of its establish- - that of resurgent Ireland'
iment, nine months prior towo_

ithe Easter Week Rising of Irlsh independence was theland “anti-Irish propaganda th 1:evv;gsofthiemi1:§:-;$§;?;i(;gl
1916, the popular attitude toDFime object of the associa-- In expounding its idealsip ooin. o el % ierg g0
'Il‘eland's status as a nationtion, but, as a corollary to |the asgociation was served There were four from the
'was a readiness to accept,; ‘that, it endeavored to extend 'by a number of lecturers, Sydney branch, Messrs. A
‘ag a final settlement, that de-the ‘influence of Irish ideals, some of them notable D-ryerYW Macr(}uinnesa "R
ivolution of limited powers of traditions and culture and to orators,  Pre-eminently thel MoSweeney, and M. McGiog,
government known as “HomeL08ter the study of the Ian. |ReV. Dr. (later Monsignor): two from. Melbourne, MessTs.
Rule.”, guage, history, literature, |Patrick Tuomey 8t ood/ o Qo Seo oo S moon
That cause had been vigor- music, art and dancing of forth. Dr, Tuomey's great and one from Brisbane Mr.
'ously advocated and  sup- [Freland, as well as of her |mind and greater heart were| . Fitzgerald. They "were
sports and pastimes. |devoted tg Ireland with al’: it
Pported in Australia by most | charged with the despateh of
Deople of Irish blood, as well| Notwithstanding the limi- devotion of which self form-| ;o "o Treland, through
‘as others, and even by some tatlons imposed upon the ac- fed no part. America, for the purchase of
\Australian Governments. Astivities of the association by  His sincerity, nis ‘magntfl- arms for the military forces
the minds of the mawmtyltha lack of adequate facili- cent personality, “his overlot the_Jrish Repu‘blic
,were then conditioned, it ap-1t98, it developed its objects whelming and impassioned: =g i yesident nt was M)
:peared to be a worthy cause, with Very great success. oratory d¢ominated the whole Johti O’Brien,*a very’ elderly’
jbut it led that majority to Firstly, it sought at its mmiseen-scene of Irish affairs,| 'man, Who, after a severe ac-
[rauonallse their attitude to Weekly meetings, by means|especlally in the earlier, cident, was compelled to red
such an extent that separa- of lectures, readings and dis- more difficult days of the as. .. "L "o @ e was filled by,
‘tism was held to he guixotic cussions, to imbue the minds sociation’s history. His exalt"M% P. O'Loughlin, then Dis-
’.a.nd impossible and, by some, of its members with the |ed sentiments fired the zeal‘trict Secretary of the Hiber-
to be even vaguely immoral. basic and authentic prin-|and inspired the souls of' . =~ =5 "o o oopy held’
| When the ideal of com- ¢iPles of Irish natlonality, thousands. The® cause of ., % 0 "0, years, and for]
'plete independence for Ire- FTior to the entry of Ireland isa permanent debtor:, re than two decades Mr.
land was projected into such America into the first World to him. Sean, Kennedy has been)
‘a milieu and presented to a "War, the lines of communica- | To bis name are added president. ]
community of war-condition- Itloa with that country and, those of the Very II{{ev gr Other prominent executive
d mentality, the evocation through it, with Ireland, were M- J. O'Reilly, C. ev. "1 14 |
g P. Gearon~0.C.C., the Rev.officers during the earlier;
f hostility was Inevitable, It | maintained through the E. ’ 1, C.M.'years were. Mrs.- Mary
was. accordingly vehemently ofices of Messrs./Andrew and Fathers T. OFa"& J. ?E;rown Misses Am Ryan,
Uenounced. Not until long Matthew Organ, who We"°|M‘ D. Forrest, S.C., iBeftha Harrison, §. er)GladY
a.fter Easter Week was the engaged on trans-Pacific ! Hearn, 8.J.° T. Fltzgera!d‘ 12 Manning. Messrs. G.
‘nzsoclation’s doctrine of Ire- liners. The information thus 'O0.F.M., M, A Sheehy, ). andoc ‘lﬁgm MacGuin-
land's basic right to absolute | obtained enabled the assoO Sullivan, -J. Rohan, J.P onnar,

i Sheridan, Messrs, H. X.ness, wiltrid Lillis, P.
2:‘:23“@ Cﬂmpletely vindx-fciatlion to counter much false Kelly, A T Dryer. E. Mo. Burns I F. McGuinness,_S

-
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lcluded. . The library is de-

»

O'Dwyer I F. Donovan J'
‘A, Murphy. Wm, Bourke M..
{’Brien, W, Organ, T. O'Deai
and M. MacGing

Other members who gave
‘prominent service included
‘Rev., Dr. Hayden, the Rev*
Fatherg J. Breen, E. 'I‘eehani
T. Barry, W. Barry {later.
Archbishop), H. Morris, T.
Duntea and D, O'Sullivan,
Misses M, Organ, M, Sheehy
M. Maloney E, Hayes B, M.
Hanly A. Quinn and RE.

Duffy, and Messrs. W, Stack,

D, Minogue {now M.H.R, for
West Sydney), J. OShea Al
‘Doherty (ex—Deput}' Lord
‘Mayor of Sydney and secre.
‘tary of the association), Mrl
and -Mrs. T. Higgins p!
Dolan and P. O’Halloran, * t

In June, 1919= the constitu
.tion was amended to provide
‘for the amalgamation of all ;
‘brancheg of the association.
The Victorian branch has re.!
‘cently been revived by Mr.l
Leo Port. As the move
ment extends, ‘the closer
'umty of the Irlsh race in Aus-
tralia will be effected. !
; During Dr, T. J, Kiernan's
term of office as Ambassa-
dor of Ireland, he initiated at
Sydney Unlversuy a Lecture-
shlp in Irish Studies, Pro-
Tessor Myles Dillen, of Dub-
lin, probably the world's
foremost Celtic scholar, was
the first lecturer. He was
followed by Professor D. A,
iWebh, also of Dublin, and byg
'Dr, Kiernan hlmselr who
has carried out 1mportant re-
'search into Irish-Australian
‘history. The LN.A. wag Dr.
Kiernan’s instrument for
negotlatmg the preject with
the University,

! OME seven or eight!

years ago, upon the
iinitiative of Dr., Al
bert Dryer, it was de’
icided to establish a reference
llibrary of Irish books. During
lthat period he has gathered
[an important collection of
svolutes  which will meet
iwith discnmmating approval)
. It includes a photostat!
icopy of the famed Book of
‘Kells, as wéll ag other rare
iand vainable works. A large
number of books in the
inational language is also in-

151gned for gserious scholars
iamd occupies a pivotal posi-
tion in the scheme of things,
{When ~the filnancial position
lmstlﬁes it, a lending section
y,will almost certainly be’ in—
lstal]ed

? A conference will later be
isought with the University
.authorities with a view to
‘the establishment of a Chair
joi Celtic Studies upon lines|
tso “successfully adopted by
Dr, Kiernan__in the Univer-
sity of Melbourne, where
Buch a-faculty will be set up
-within a measurable period.
IMany books in the LN.A.
I;librm'y wil be available to
;students pursuing studies in
that faculty.

HE new cultural!
centre will be the
‘headquarters of  the
‘association and the,
centre of ‘Irish life and

[Tafe dégree of saduess, Most
strenuously did he strivel
and plan to accomplish the
great enterprise, g

With his name must be'
joined those of Mr. Daniel’

thought .in Sydney. It ia!
being erected at a cost of -
more than £80,000 and is al
splendid achievement of the!
architects; Messrs., L, P[
Burng and, T. M. Maloney,,

and the builders, Messrs. T, l

Q. Whittle Pty. Ltd '

Its worthiness will © be,
manifest when it takes its
‘place amongst_the important
forojects carried out. in this.'
icity. Tt will be a source of!
pride and satisfaction to the
Irish community.

The ceremony. of formally:

and publicly opening the|
centre will be performed by
'Mr. Daniel Minogue, M.HR. ,‘
ion Sunday, September 16. Mr.
iMinggue has for many years‘
lgwen unremitting devotion!
jand intense zeal to the mag-
'‘nificent project, which will
‘reach 1ts culmination in that
lday, \
. The most advanced archi-
tectural conceptions are in-
corporated. in its design: It!
conglsts of two full ficors and
'a mezzanine, together with a
flat roof extending over the
full dlmensmns of the build-
ing

"N the ground level
; is the auditorium,!

which seats 600 persons,
{The floor "is specially
designed and constructed
'1'01 dancing. " A fine stage is
installed in the auditorium.
A most felicitous resilt
[has been achieved in the
interior decoration and finish -
lof. the auditorium, which is!
lchastef and- restrained In-!
ideed, d.very high degree of
yrefinement ig inherent in
the whole conception of the
centre.
LOn the first ﬂoor above _the
}maiil @@ditoriim ~ihere . i&°
ygituated another hall  of’

ample, but more moderata..

'proportions, which will ae-
icommodate smaller functions
.—lectures, meetings, gocial [
gatherings, and so forth. The ',
extensive library is also on|
this floor; this is comfort-
ably furmshed for the con-
venience of readers. Three
large offices on this floor will| '
house -the ~ administrativej
ydepartments.

, Cherished Ambltlon '

¢ The realisation of this pro-
ject has been a cherished
jambition of the IN.A.
‘for ‘many years. For much:
.of that long pwriod 1t1

was the dearest hope of thei

llate Mongignor W, J. . Hurley
ito see that ambition realised,
i{His death in Ireland a few
-ghort weeks ago, on the very
‘eve of the opening of the
.Centre, has, “with tragic,
irony, cheated_him of behold-
‘ing the fulfilment .of his.
, dream.
| cirecumstance fraught with .a

This is, indeed, & J ithe glory of God, the benefit

“Minogué, and the late Mr.
Michael O’Brien, To Mr, Min-
‘ogue is due much of the credm
for acquiring the site and he
was a vital force in the fin-'

rancnal affairs of the project..”

In this regard, too, Mr. P,
- O'Loughlin achieved an im-.
portant individual financiali
result. The secretary of the
building committee, Mr. John,
Pollock,' has veritably per-
formed prodigies of labor in
his exacting and responsible
office, ~

The efforts of the individ-
lual members of the commit-
tee have bheen generously
expended upon every aspect
"of the wundertaking. The
imembers are; President, Mr.
'Sean Kennedy; vice-presi-
dents, Messrs. J. McBride
cand Ald, E Drew; secretary,
Ald, A. Doherty {(ex-Deputy
Lord Mayor of Sydney); as-
i gistant secretaries, Mrs. N
‘Gallagher and Mr. J. Pol
lock; treasurer, Mr. M. O’Cal-
Jaghan; wardens, Mrs, N.
i Mitchell and Mr, L. Gal-
4lagher trustees, Messrs., D.
"Minogue, M.H.R.; P, Lenihan,
tand P. OLoughhn, commit-
tee, Mrs. Kz Fordham,
Messrs. A. - B.~Dryer, M.'
Sheahan, W, Rae, T. Man-
i nion, C. Dinan and Dr, Al
ET Dryer.
. Opening Date
l The opening of the Iris]:xT
Cultural Cenire on Septem-
ber 16 will be a' most mentor-
able event,.indeed, a land-
mark in Ir1shAustrahan
history. It is probably the
only edifice in Australia de-
voted esgentially to cultural
purposes, and it is doubtful
' whether any -other- building
exists in the Commonwealth
t devoted specifically to such
a purpose as the implementa-
tion of the . Association’s
natignal and cultural object-
ives, as expressed in its con-
' stitution,

Ireland’s . sentn‘nents and
traditions and inflzence must
not be permitted to perish
.trom Australia. To frustrate
.the forceg which make for
their annihilation is the
supreme task- of the Irish
| National Association;

j A consgiderable sum is yet
I required to ‘complete the fin-
,ancing of thée building, The
association, therefore, makes
fan earnest appeal to all
people of Irish sympathies to
help to liquidate the remain-
ing debt, thus to remove a
heavy incubus which would
| fetter the important work of
'l the aasociation

A ‘new chapter in Irish-
Australlan history opens;
\another -era ‘begins, The oc-
!icasion 1z here now when we
lgan unitedly co-operate for

‘of Australia and the honor

lof Ireland, _ .1 .

J
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Irish Natioﬁal Association of New South Wales

338 Elizabeth Street,
Sydney, 12th June, 1916.

Dear Sir or Madam,

By direction of the IRISH NATIONAL ASSOGIATION’we respectfully
appeal to you for the dependents of those who lost their lives in the
recent struggle in Dublin and elsewhere in Ireland.

For that event, to apportion praise or blame on those who are now
beyond the reach of both is not our funciion. It is, however, our duty—
as indeed it is the duty of every person of Irish descent or sympathy—
to alleviate the distress of the unhappy parents, wives and children
of the men whose gravest offence was loving their country—as millions
before them loved it—more than they loved their lives.

When it became known that a large part of Dublin was destroyed,

a movement of the Irish people sprang up to alleviate the wants of the
sufferers.

‘At 2 mass meeting in New York, the three American Cardinals—
Cardinals Gibbons, Farley and 0'Connell—showed sympathy with the
movement by speaking in favor of and monetarily assisting it. Even the
London ¢ Times'' prominently published a letter from ihe Lord Mayor
of Dublin, Alderman Gallagher, to the Irish in Great Britain for
pecuniary aid. . "

. Recent Irish newspapers assert that upwards of 40,000 people are
in absolute dest1tut1on in Dublin e¢ity.

All moneys received will be transmitted to Archbishop Walsh, of
Dublin, for distribution in accordance with the terms of this appeal.

The Treasurers will greatly acknowledge donations, with the names
of the donors, in the ¢<Catholic Press" and the ¢‘Freeman's Journal”.

We would ask you to kindly make known this appeal as widely as
possible. All communications to be addressed to the Hon. Secs., Irish
National Association, Hibernian Hall, 338 Elizabeth Street, Sydney,
and chegques and postal notes to be crossed and made payable to the
Hon. Treasurers. '

‘On behalf of the Irish National Association,

We are,

Your obedient servants,

E. McSWEENY, Chairman.

Rev. P. TUOMEY, Ph.D.?
G. P. O'CONNOR -ng:é
Mrs. M. BROWN ) :

A.'T. DRYER, B.A.

J. O'DWYER SSecrE:Z;ies
P. BURNS
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THE MOVEMENT FOR THE INDEPENDENCE OF IRELAND
IN_AUSTRALIA

2T ™ e ™ e T e™a " e™es ™

EXCERPTS FROM THi PUBLIC PRESS.

28th, April, 1916. "Evening News," Sydney: Axchbishop M. Kelly 2 Sydney.

"We must regretfully consider the Sinn Feiners - in policy irreconcileble,
in methods unwisely unpractical - as a standing antagonisn to sound national ..
policy. . S

"The Government by following hesitating lines of action regarding the Home
Rule Bill, furnished an oocasion for the propagation of disaffection. The re~
bellion, if the Dublin disturbance deserves the name, is but an untimely ebul-
lition of rankling, misconceived patriotism. Hired suborners will have pro-

?

1

}

|

cured this deplorable disaster. I think that at such the arm of law and order -. -

should strike. :

"Personally I am confident that the Irish in Australia promptly disown every

deed of disloyalty in the present war, and they stand behind the national o=
ganisation headed by Mr, Redmond and his colleagues."

28th, April, 1916. "Evening News," Sydney. Archbishop Carr, Melbourne.

"Evidence of Irish loyalty is sbundant. When the secret history of this

movement comes to be sritten, it will be found to be the result of German im~

trigue, or support from some Irish-Americans, of hostility to the Irish National-

ist Parliamentary Party and to the role assumed by a small know of desperate
irreconcilebles. © From every point of view I regard the disturbance as an out~
burst of madness, sn anachronism and a crime."

28th, April, 1916. "Sydney Morning Herald." - United Irish League, Melbourng, -
Cable to John E. Redmonds "The Irish in Victoria view with abhorrence the-
outbresk at Dublin of fuiile and meaningless rebellion, and sympathise with the
Irish National Party in its cruel struggles against the criminsal efforts of an-
ingignificant minority to thwart the noble objects of peace snd reconciliation
vhich had almost been accomplished. Buch fanatics betray gross ingratitude for
the benefits Ireland received through the long agitation and gemerosity of the
Irish abroad, as well as the valuable help rendered by the British and other
democracies. Brave Irish soldiers are sying at the front that their country may
prosper. Thelr nobility of sacrifice should shame rll wreckers of Irsland's
future, The guillt of this horrible bloodshed at Dublin be in the heads of the
misgulded leaders of the outbreak,"

28th, April, 1916. "Sydney Morning Herald." - Queensland Irish Associstion.
Cable to Redmond and Asquith: "Queensland Irishmen condemn end deplore the

disturbances in Ireland and re-affirm their confidence in the leadership of the
Irish Parliementary Party. Irish soldiers in the present war, by their valour
and devotion, have demonstrated their loyalty to the Empire."

28th, April, 191 « “Evening News," Sydney.- Hibernian Australasian Catholic
Benefit Sociely, Mwlbourne. '

At the annual district meeting of the H.A.C.B.Socy., Victoria district, a---
motion was agreed to unanimously deploring the “disturbing efforts of the mis=-
guided and insignificant portiomm of people in Dublin, and expressing its earnest
desire that the faction.will meet with its deserts, and loyalty of Ireland's
sons will remain unsullied." :

28th,_April, 1916. “Sydney Morning Herald,"” - Dre Chas,W, MacCerthy. |
Cable to Mr. John Redmond: "Sectional pro-German rioting disgusts Home
Rulers here, Take heart. Our race with you and gallent countrymen at font."

28th, April, 1916. “"Evening News," Sydney. - DreN.M.0'Donnell, Melbourne. -
*Dr. N.M, O'Donnell, president of the United Irish League, stated that he

believed there was a nest of Sinn Feln men in that clty, whose interests were in
common with those of the Sinn Fein Soclety in Ireland. They dissociated them-
selves from any activities of the Irish bodies mnd refused to march in the St.-
Patrick's Day procession on the ground that the processionists stopped outelde
Parlisment House snd sang "God Save the King." Such men must not be associated
with the Irish cause.”

|
|
|
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29th. April, 1916. "Sydney Morning Herald." -~ Celtic Club, Perth, W.A. =

"The Committee of the Perth Celtic Club has despatched the following
cablegram to Mr. John Redmond, M.P.: 'Irighmen of Western Australia regret the
Dublin affair. They have confidence in you. Reply, enlightening us.'"

lst. May, 1916, "Sydney Morning Herald.," = Archbishop Kelly, Sydney. “
"Speaking at the opening of a new wing of St. Joseph's Hospital, Aubutn, ‘

on 30th. April, 1916, Archbishop Kelly alluded to the disturbances in Ireland.
Dr. Kelly sald that, speaking of hospitals, one naturally thought of disease.
There was diseases of the body and there were political diseases. The Simn
Fein was a political diseesse and he had to condemn it. Ever since he had
firet heard of it he had condemned it . .... When they read of rebdellion and-
the efforts of the irreconcilables to put in opposition north and south and
west, they condemmed those who had taken an active part in a disturbance that-
had caused a scandal throughout the world. Taking the matter from the point.-
of eidher religion or eentiment, there was no reason in it - it was only doing
harm and causing bloodshed. Violence should never be resorted to against the
powers that be., In resisting the Government, they were resisting God, and the
fruit would do more harm than good. On the points of reason and of sentiment,
he would condemm 1t as a scandal egainst decency, against good sense and rea-

son,"

lgt, May, 1916. "Sydney Morning Horald.” - Archbishop Mannix, Melbourne.

“"He said that the outbreak was truly deplorsble, but they must not lose-
gight of the facts of the situation. People must expect to reap what they
sowed, and, knowing, as he did, what had been going on in Ireland before and
since the outbreak of the war, he was not altogether surprised at the lament-
able things that had occurred, sequence and response, as it were, to the cam
peign of armed resistance and civil war which the Carsonites had been allowed
to preach and prepare for within the past few years. Their leader, instead --
of being sent into prison, was taken into the Britieh Cabinet. He was quite
cleer in his mind that the British Goverament, by hts failure to deal with the
treason of the Carsonites and by its shifty policy with regard to Home Rule,
had - un¥ittingly, he supposed - led up to the result which they must all
deplore. He hoped that the immediate trouble was over or that it soon would
be, and he hoped, too, that those who were alresdy calling out for execution
would first peuse end try to fix the responsibility for the outbreak before
condemming the misguided leadere of the movement to be shot. They ghould re-
member that the leaders of snother movement were teken into the British .

Cabinet. (applause)."

1st. Mey, 1916, “Sydney Morning Herald." - Archbiship Jemes Duhig, Brisbane. .
"Spesking &t @& recruiting meeting held in Albert-squere, .Arcgbiship Duhig

sadd that the hearte of Irishmen were in the right place. .... They were par-

ticularly gratified that the arch-comspirastor, Sir Roger Casement, was now in

the hands of justice. He (Casement) had become & traitor to the EmpirE."

1st. May, 1915, "Sydney Morning Herald." - Archbighop Clune, Perth.

"] think that I shall be speeking for the whole of the irish by birth or
sympathy when I say that we look upon these recent development with deep re-
gret - even with shame snd abhorrence. I feel that the wvast majority of
those with nationalist sympathies and aspirations heve hed no part to play
in this insane work."

1st. May, 1916."Sydney Morning Herald." United Irish League; Hobart, '
. (Cable to Mr. John Redmond): Stating that the Tasmanian friends of Irelend

deeply deplore the fanatical rebellion in Dublin, and assuring him of their
entire confidence in Mr. Redmond end his Netional Party triumphing for Ireland
end Empire., M.M. Ryan, president. ‘ L
2nd, May, 1916. "Sydney Morning Herald." - Very Reve MoJ. O'Reilly, C.M.,S8ydney.
"That there should be a small irrsconcilable minority in Ireland need ex-
cite no surprise. The smaszing thing to me is that the great bulk of the peo~
ple should have buried their old hates, even while Home Rule, like Mahomet's-
coffin remains suspended between earth and heaven.. In South Afrioca, where .-
Home Rule was granted, the authorities had to deel not with a.riot but-with a
rebellion, Nobody seems to have emphasised the fact, out of 85 home rule con-
stituenciee, not & single seat was ever even meriously contested on the Sinn
Fein ticket. And the Parliamentary representation must be held to reflect the
opinion of the people. -
I left Ireland on my return journey to Australia only just ten months ago,
end it is only seven momths since I made the publioc statement that, after

{(three.




»

Iy

4

" three months spent in Ireland, it was plain to me that three~tourths of the
people accepted Home Rule as a final settlement, and were heart and sould
with the Alliee in the world-war. I see no reason to modify thet estimate
now, I am not surprised to find that all our representative Irishmen in Aus-
tralia, who have so far spoken, have been painfully shocked by the recent
riots in Ireland. It is horrible to think of the numbers of wretched dupes
whom a misguided patriotism has led into the shambles. A dreadful respons-
ibility lies on the shoulders of the leaders.

It is something to know that Casement is an Ulstermsn end & Protestant,
if only ‘o show that the rebels numbered smongst them the fools of ell parties.
But the stupidity of the ettempt is not its worst feature. Nothing oould well
be more criminal.”

2nd., May, 1916. "Sydney Morning Herald." = Celtin Club, Wallington, N.X.

{Cable to Jopn Redmond)s "Deepest sympethy with you in your present
trouble. The unfortunate occurrence in Dublin tends unjustifiably to cast
disgrace on our country and to discredit us abroad,”

(Cable to Mr. Asquith, Prime Minister of Englaend): "Irish here regret
painful occurrence om the part of a misguided section of the people, and feel
that firm and prudent administration by the British Government will secure an
oerly re-establishment of order. They express appreciation of and gratitude
for the splendid services of the Governmment to Ireland, and feel assured that
the administration of Irish affairs 13 in capable and tactful hands."

3rd, May, 1916. “Sydnoy Merning Herald. - Australasian Holy Catholic Guild
‘and Irish National Foresters, SIdnex.

(cable) "Executives Austrelasian Holy Catholic Guild and Irich National
Foresters representing ten thousand members in conierence assembled, deplore .
the uprising ot the irresponeible minority and express entire confidence and 1
support to the Irish Parliementary Party and ultimate succese of Britich amm -
armgs., J.E. Burke, T.E. Avery, secretaries, Castlereagh Street, Sydney."

9th. May, 1916. “Sydney Morning Herald." - H.A.C.B.Society, Broken Hill, N.S.W. .
The Sacred Heart Branch of the Hibernkan Society has carried the follow-
ing resolution: 'We Hibernians assembled at Broken Hill view with abhorrence
and disgust the rebellious spirit prevailing in Ireland and convey to Mr.J.E.
Redmond our deepest sympathy, and pledge moral support and unswerving loyalty
t0 the Irish National party under his leadership.' This has been cabled to -
Mr. Redmond." o - ’

10th. May, 1916. "Sydney Moming Herald," - Politioal Labour Leag}:e Gonference,
Szdnez.

“At the Polltlcal Labour League Conference on 9th. May, the following e

resolution was carried on the voices on the motion of Mr. J.D. Fitzgerald,

M.L.C., Bice-President of the Executive Council: *'That this Conference desires
to associate itself with the appeals for mercy which are being preferred on -
behalf of the misguided Sinn Fein leaders and their followers to the Prime
Minister of England. That the foregoing be oa.blod to Mr. Asquith through the
High Comnissioner for the Commonwealth.'" ;

11th. May, 1916. "Sydney Morning Herald." - Archbishop Duhig, Brisbsne. :
®"Archbishop Duhig this evening sent the following telegram f£o Dr. NMX N.H.
0'Donnell (president of the United Irish Lea.gue) of Melbourne:~ ‘'Congratulate
you on Celtic Club's cable to Mr. Redmond, urging clemency. Assure you Irish
Queenslanders, who have loyally and generously supported the cause of the
Empire and the Allies, grievously disappointed and saddened by the hasty ex--
eoutions, The Imperisl Government should know we believe General Maxwell's
poliey is.caloulated to do an immense injury to recruiting, at a most critica.l :
time, and is certain to be used for enemy propaganda purposes. People are al=-
reddy contrasting the wholesale death sentences on the Irish revolutionary
leaders with the clemency extended to rebels and mutineers elsewhere in the

Empire'".

13th. Max, 1916. "Sydney Morning Hereld." - Dr. C.W. MacCarthy, Sydney.

"The following cable was yesterday forwarded to Mr. Asquith by Dr. C.W. -
MacCarthy, chairman, New South Wales Home Rule Executives=- 'Our countrymen
-here bitterly resznt execution of Skeffingion and others. Such unequal treat-
ment, compared with that of Boer rebels, is disastrous to good feeling.'"

e3e ¢
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17th. May, 1916. "Sydney Morming Herald." - H.A.C.B.Socisty, Melbourne. -

"The following motion was agreed to at a meeting of the Bational Direct-
ory of the Hibernian Society today and was ordered to be cabled to Mr.John
Redmond, leader of the Irish National party: 'The Hibernians of Australesis,
representing 600 branches, in interstate conference assembled at Melbourne,
in union with His Grace the Archbishop of Melbourne (Dr. Carr), in renewing °
unswerving loyalty to yourself and party, publicly condemn the late 1lsmentable
folly of extremiste in the old land, but deeply deplore the ruthless retelia-
tory measure of the Home Government.'"

Undated, but about this time. H.A.C.B.Society, Sydney. B
(From Annusl Report): "Your Board regrets exceedingly that it should be

necessary to close this report with a reference to the truly lamentable occur-
rences which have just been reported by cable. As members of the representa-
tive Irish society of the Commonwealth of Australia, we feel inexpressibly )
grieved at the outbresk of disturbances which from every point of view are de-
plorsble in the extreme. The conference will doubtlesa teke en early oppor=-
tunity of voicing its abhorrence of such an utterly misguided course of action..
veses We look forward with unshekable confidence to the complete triumph of
Allied Arms.*®

17th, May, 1915. "“Sydney Morning Herald." - Irish National Foresters, Broken
Hili, N,S.Wales. IS

"At a mesting of the Wolfe Tone Branch of the Irish National Foresters, -
Broken Hill, the following motion was carried: 'That this branch of the Irish
National Foresters learned with the deepest indignation and regret the lament-
able ocourrence in Ireland; and that in view of the fact that the leader of
the Irish party had succeeded in getting the British Government to acknow- - .
ledge the right of the Irish people to govern themselves, any aitempt on the
part of the Sinn Fein or any other body to thwart the legal efforts of Parlia-
ment, mand of the majority of the Irish people, in bringing the Home Rule
measure into opermtion after the war, is disapproved of by every falr-minded
loyal Irishmen,®" o

17th, May, 1916. "Sydney Morning Herald.” - Mr. P. McGarry, Member of ihe
Legislative Assembly, New South Wales. s
"Mr. P. McGarry, M.L.A., stated yesterday that, as an Irishman who had
fought for the Nationalist cause for the past 35 years, he entirely condenmed -
the Sinn Fein rebellion. .... He folt that no true Irishman could have the
slightest sympathy with the outbresk, fomented as it hsd been by German agents.

18th, May, 1916, "Catholic Press," Sydney. . T
(Mr. John Dillon had said in the House of Commons that "The rebels had -
been foolish, but he was proud of them"). The following letter was published
by the "Catholic Press" from the Hon. John Meagher, Member of the Leglslative
Council, New South Wales:~ ' -
"Sir, I congratulate you with all my heart on your articles on the Irish
rebellion, but it was only what I expected from you. (Note: Mr. John Tighe
Ryan, editor). I was never so disgpsted as when I read the sycophantic mes=- -
sages cebled to Mr. Redmond by our self-appoinied Irish leaders and some of
our so—celled Irish societies in Australia end particularly in Sydney and Mel-
bourne. If I know anything of Irish opinion in Australia, it is not to be -
found in the timid coumsel of Dr. MacCarthy and Dr. 0'Donnell, but by the de~
nunciation by the fearless John Dillon of General Maxwell's blood assizes in
the barrack yards of Dublin. We all desply deplore the rebelliom, but ths - -
battleficlds of Europe and Gallipoli should have taught General Maxwell that
death is the last thing an Irishman fears, and that the hasty shooting of the
leaders of the late rising is not the best means of allaying discontent and
restoring peace in Ireland. esses I regrot the rebellion as much as anyone;
I have for years ardently hoped for a genuine union of English and Irish
hemso eessae
I repeat that the rebellion was a mistake, but the ruthless execution of-:
the leaders is a greater blunder, while De Wet and his fellow-South African
rebels are allowed their freedom on parole. If I know anything of our people,
they have already put the men who lost their lives last week in the barrack- -
yard of Dublin alongside BEumet, Wolfe Tone, the brothers Sheares, Father John
Murphy, Lord Edward Fitzgerald and William Smith O'Brien in the gailery of
Ireland's immortal dead,
Yours etce.
John Meagher.
Legislative Council, Sydney, May 15.

ode




18th, May, 1916. "Catholic Press,” Sydney. - Hon. John Meagher, MeL.C.
*The Hon. John Meagher, M.L.C., has sent the following cable message to

Mr. John Dillon, M.P.: 'Australia appreciates your humane condemmation of

tyrannical despotism. You are ever th® true fridnd of Irelend.'"

1st. June, 1916. "Catholic Press." :

“sir, More power to the Hon. John Meagher for his strong right-arm swing
on the anvil of truth and justice. ... Further, it's for the Irish in Ire~
land to say when and how they are going to manage their personal interests
free from the sycophantic messages from any self-appointed leaders in Aus-

tralie, Yours etc.,

"Egkbank"”, Wharf Road, Brisbsne.
(Note: Mr. Russell was a private citizen).

29th, June, 1916. "Catholic Press."” o -

"Sir, According to the latest cables, Messrs. Redmond, Devlin & Co. have- -
agreed to the partition of Ireland. Irishmen the world over have been looking
with snxious eyes to the leaders of Ireland to see what they would do in this,
the latest crisis, and, ales) what is the result? An admission that Carson-
& Co., the Orangemen of Belfast, have beaten them. Was it for a mockery of-.
this kind that the Irishmen @nd women of Australis and their friends (not to-
mention America) have for years parted with their hard-earned money to envoys
or chosen delegetes sent here to plead the cause of a national Parliement for
a united Irelan.d? sacew

*To sum up the situation, John Redmond andhis party failed utterly when
the supreme tesi came. . ~ _

Yours etc.,

Peul Russell,

Sydney, June 27, 1916.

Note: Mr. Collins was & member of a reputable legel firm, Collins & Mulholland, .

and had been foy long prominently associated with the Home Rule couse).

oth. July, 1916. "Catholic Press." ~ Excerpt from editorial.

"It 18 difficult to see how the bloody repression of the rebellion could -

scarcely have had peace for its object. The Government must have known that by
such methods it would only succeed in spreading deep-rooted anger and distrust,
England must reslise by now that the opinion of the whole civilised world is
against the ruthless conduct of Genersal Mexwell, for human nature is more moved
with indignaetion by the cold=blooded execution of a few men, accused of poll-
ticel crime, than by the bloody hecatomb of thousends of soldiers who fall on
the field of battle,"
13th. July, 1916. "Catholic Press.” , T T
A Requiem Mass will be celebrated by Rev. Dr. P. Tuomey, D.Fh. at 8 a.m.
on Sunday, 16th. July, at S5t. Benedict's for the men who died in the Dublin
rebellion,” .

20th. July, 1916. “"Catholic Press.” - Excerpt from editorial. :
"Interest in the Irish tragedy deepens every day. There are signs that
¥r, Redmond has et last been gtung into revolt. The most constitutional and
the most conciliatory of Irish leaders, it seems that he is now awaskening to
the fect that his friendliness has been mistaken for weskness. When the war --

_ broke out he trusted the Govermment absolutely, and he offered up Ireland's

sons on the altar of Empire. In return he expected grstitude. He has received
gibes and insults, Irish history is repeeting itself wilh a vengeence. eess
Imagine the condition of Ireland now under the heel of General Maxwell, and
taunted by a member of e Governmemt to which it had looked for liberty. Co-
ercion, as it always did, is naturally begetiing disturbance end ouirage, and
indeed it would not be surprising if the people were driven to despair.”

27th, July, 1916. "The Daily Telegraph," Sydney. :

"The Home Rule question was considered by the members of the East Woollah-
ra (Sydney) Labour League at its last mesting, and the following resoutions - -
were unanimously agreed to:- :

'That the Politicel Labour League Executive be requested to call & meeting
of the delegates from the metropolitan leagues to consider the following re-
solutions: T

*5e

Neal Collins. : Sl
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'{1) That the Federal Government be asked to communicate with Mr. Asqurhh
British Prime Minister, and protest against the comtinued delay in granting
gelf-government to Ireland; also to protest against the extreme measures .
adopted by General Maxwell in suppressing the Irish Democrats. o

. ¥(2) That the Minister for Defence be requested to commmiceate with the Imper-
ial authorities and ascertain is Austrelian soldiers, while on leave, volun--
teered and fought against the Irish militaut workers, while the said workers
were endeavouring to secure sslf-government for their countrymen; and if such i
proves to be the case, that the Federal Government be asked to notify the Im~
peorial Government that such action on the part of our soldiers is not consider-
ed to be in the best interests of a self-governing Dominion such as the Common~
wealth of Australia,'"

29th, July, 1916. "Sydney Morning Herald."

"Mr. TeJ. Ryan, Premier of Queemsland, who was interview in Dublin, said
that the view of self-government Australia was that the Irish question must
be settled in the interests and efficiency of the Empire. 'Australia,' he
added, 'did not want the Empire impaired by discontent and unrest in Ireland.'"™

24th, Aupust, 1916. "Catholic Press," Sydney.
“Archbishop Mennix, speaking at the laying of the foundation stone of St.

Joseph's Church, Northcote (Melbourne), on Sunday, 20th. instant, said a lot-.-

of money had gone out of the country for relief funds, and there wes one au:l’-
fering people that had been forgotten. ' They had remembered the Russians, French,
Serviens end Montenegrins, but there was a people more closely allied to them -
than the Montenegrins.. He referred to the sufferers in Ireland, emnd in Ire-
land's capital, Dublin. They had been disaeppocinted that no effort had been made !
to send relief to those sufferers. It was no use going over the horrors that--
had occurred in Dublin. They were wiser now ms to the course of events than -
they had been & day or two after the rising. They had read of the men who were
placed against the well and shot in ccld blood. Then there had been no word in
defence or pelligtion of the action of these men. They were wiser now. There
were those who believed in the undertekingsof the British Parliameni and the -
promise of khikk justice from those who held the destinies of Ireland in thed.r
hands. On the other hand, the Sinn Fein men said they had no confidence in the
British Parliement end British justice until it could be wrung from its leaders.
They knew now who were right. They knew that those who reposed thektr trust ip
the British Parliament were wrong, end those who distrusted were right. It
could be seen from the latest events that they never knew when the question of.-
Home Rule would be settled, end what the fate of Ireland would be in the future.
They know of the men who had given their lives for faith and fatherland, and in
that rising there had been innocent victims of barbariam end horrors thet had-
never been surpassed in any theetre of the present war. MNany of those were now
guffering in Dublin. The people in Australia would be very glad to have en op-
portunity of semding something to relieve their necessities, end give expression
and voice to their horror of those who had shot sterling Irishmen in Dublin.

He had subscriptions, end they would go to such a fund or be forwarded direct.
It was another burden for them to bear, but while they did their duty to Aus-
tralia they should do their duty to Ireland as well. (Applause).

i
i
|
i

7th.September, 1916, "Catholic Press."

"Spesking at Flemington (Melbourne) on Sunday last, the 3rd, instent, the
Codjjut or-Archbishop of Melbourne (Dr. Mannix) saids The people were told by the

they could not be loyal to the Comronwealth (of Australia) - he had perhaps. -
better speak for himself - if he couid not be loyal to the Commonwealth and to
the Empire without forgetting his own peoplein Dublin and Irelend, then he was
no longer loyal to the Commonwealth; no longer loyal to the Empire. The hypo- -
thesis was, of course, absurd. Gatholics could be loyal to the Commonwealth -
and loyal to their own people. His loyalty went all round. Ireldnd was -portion
of the Empire, and before he gave his unquelified loyalty to the Empire he had
to ask for loyalty to Ireland. He thought it necessary to say that he-ablded -~
by every word he said ebout raising e fund to assist the sufferers ia Dublin..-
The appeal that had gone forth was already assured of success, end the response
clearly indiceted that Catholics were not going to take their ideas of loyalty
from the 'Argus' office."

"Argus" that he had condoned rebellion; thet he was practically disloyal, If- i ‘
|
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3rd. August b "The Catholic Press,” Sydney. (Leader).

ASQUITH GOBRCES IRELAND.

The treachery of the Asquith Govermment towards Irsland is now com—.-
plete, and another dark chapter has been added to the history of the rela- ....
tions between the two Kingdoms. The Irish people had reposed absolute faith-
in Mr. Asquith, Since he came into office the Irish Parliamentery Party have
been his most feithful followers. In order to meet his wishes they ceased to
be en independent party, and became merely the silent supporters of every :
measure submitted by the Government. Their patience and fidelity knew no
limit, until, Mr. Devlin now confesses, "the Government seemed to think Irish-
men were good for nothing except to walk into the division lobby." When the
war broke out, the Nationalists threw the whole weight of Ireland on to the
English sceles, and, to the astonishment of the world, Ireland's sons respond-
od to the eall of their leaders. The Home Rule Act was on the Statute Book.
Trelend was at last to be governed according to Irish ideas; her rights as a
small nation hed been recognised, end Irishmen rughed to the colours to lay
down their lives for that sacred principle. There were those who doubted the
English Government's sincerity; there were those who warned Ireland that his-
tory had shown that, where she was concerned, the promise of an English states~
men was no more trustworthy than a dicer's oathesceceees -

After two years we discover that the prophets of evil were right. The
4rust of the Irish and the sacrifices made by them have gone for nothing; and
we find the Irish National Party abandoned by Mr. Asquith under the heel of a
military satrap whose deeds have shocked the civilised Worldeesssecsccs

In Australia sympathy with Ireland is an all-pervading end powerful
elemmt in our national life., Time does not weeken or overshadow it. Of all--
the Imperial or internationel questions, the Irish problem holds the para-
mount place in the hearts and minds of the people. It is the one Empire ques-
tion that has always been a question of practical politics, not only for the .
statesmen but for the man in the street. The character of public men is
estimated by their attitude towards Home Rule, which has been the deciding
factor in the career of many of our politiciens. Enormous sums of money have
been sent from Australis to help the Irish people at home in their struggle
for freedom; and every phase of that struggle has been as closely watched and
discussed as if the battle were being waged in our midsi. When Home Rule was

at last won, and put on the Statute Book, over the signature of the King, -
the heart of Australia throbbed with joy, and felt that it was not only a -
triumph for Ireland but a triumph for the Empire, an act of Justice which had
at last silenced Englend's enemies, and removed & bar to the perfect unity of .
all the people living under the English flag. e

The world has marvelled at the response the Dominions have made to - !
the call of the motherland since the war broke out two years ago. How far the -
belief that Ireland had at last been liberated was an impelling force in that :
epoch~making uprising of the Empire's sons in the ‘cause of freedom cen only
be measured by the bitter sense of disappointment which has now teken pos- ;
session of our people by the refusal of the English Government to-put the i
Home Rule Act into operation. God forbid that the Irish in Australie should
breme the people of England, or lose interest now in the common cause for -
which we are fighting. They do nothing of the kind, for they cannot forget-
that, election after eléction, Scotland and Wales stood unitedly behind the :
Irish Nationelists, end the majority of the English sléctord eventually made
the cause_'their OWllssanonsvevann . i
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17th. August, 1916. "The Catholic Press," Sydney. (Leader).

AUSTRALIA AND IRELAND.

WIDESPREAD _INDIGNATION. -

There is evidence on all sides that the continusnce of Martial lew in

Irelsnd is breeding deep discontent throughout Australia. The reason why no
public mesting has so far been called to give expression to Irish-Australian.

indignation is because our people desire to do nothing that would divert at=—.
tention from the war. Thousands of Irish-Australians have gone to the battle~
fields of Europe; meny hundreds have already given their lives in the cause of
freedom, end their kith and kin are loth to belisve that while they are risk-
ing everything in defence of the liberties of small nations, a small nation
within the British Empire, dearer ito them than any other spot on earth, cen
long be deprived of all its constitutional rights, and subjected to a military
despotism similar to that of the Germans in Belgium. They know that this is -
foreign to the spirit of the British Empire. They know that the people of
Great Britain are in no wey responsible for it; butthat it is a revival of the
evil spirit of English Toryism, which, in the past, had made the Government of -
Ireland a reproach to England throughout the civilised world. The Parlisments
of the British Dominions have repeatedly protested against the enslavement of
the Irish pepple. The Parliements of the Australian Commonwsalth and of the
Dominion of Canada have petitioned the King to remove the infamous disabili-
ties that cripple the Irish people and bring world-wide disrepute upon the
Empire, and to grant to Ireland a constitution similar to that which every .-
other dependency of England enjoys. The whole sentiment of Australia, New
Zealand, Canada and South Africa is in harmony with Ireland's aspirations, and
against the brutal, antiquated Tory spirit, of which Ireland is the last vic-
tim. Through that spirit we lost the American colonies & little over a cen-
tury ago. If it had had its wey, Canada would now be either an independent
nation or part of the United States; Ausiralia would still be a convict settle-
ment, and South®Africa a Republic. The principle of self-government has always.
been repugnent to the Toriss, Their policy has been, end is, to put down dis-
content by brute force. They are the junkerthum of Englend, and they are as
stupid and marciless as their prototypes in Germany. Thanks to the American -
colonists, who beat them on the field of battle, the other British colonies
escaped from their influence, were granted autonomy, end became self-governing
nations within the Empire; but Ireland has remained their playground to this
day. They seem to take a savage joy in torturing the Irish people. Their
motives no one can understandececscssesses -

The matter vitally concerns us, more so now than & eny other time in
history. What is the wie of talking of the rights of small nations, while the'
Habeas Corpus Act is suspended in Irelend, andthe country, in which there is |
no ordinary crime, is under martial lew? What is happening there no one knows, :
for the people are gagged; but we get glimpses in the English papers.icccsecsces .

There can be no mamer of doubt that if the Coalition Government cannot
find any other means of governing Ireland, the results will be disastrous. The
futility of it alll Yes, and the tragedy of it all, for the reactionary policy
which is responsible for it occurred at a time, when the democracies of the
two nations were reconciled, when they were fighting under the same bsnner in-
defence of a principle sacred to both of them, but now withdrawn from Ireland.
The Irish people do not doubt for a moment the good will of the English peopls,
whose generous intentions have been frustrated by the ancient enemies of both
democracies. And they look {0 the Dominions for a renewal of that sympathy and
help which has never failed them. We feel sure that, in the midst of their
horrors mid miseries, they will not look in vain to Australia.
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7th. September, 1916. "The Catholic Press," Sydney.

Sydney's Grest Demonstration of Sympathy With Irsland.
Speeches by Federasl and State Ministers.

Watching the steady stream of human life as it converged towards the
Sydney Town Hall,last Monday (4/9/16) night, one could realise how instant and
universal is the call of Ireland upon her children. The impending fall of
mighty Empires cennot drown their interest, the unprecedented drein of world-

war upon their resources cannot dry their charity. Ireland is in distress.

Ireland's hopes have been denied. With ready voice and open hand they bid her

call upon the children of the far-flung Gaels for sympathy and suppOrtescescs.

Among those present on the platform were His Grace the Archbishop of. - -
Sydney, the Right Hon. R.D. Meagher (Lord Mayor) and the Lady Mayoress. (Then
follows a long 1ist of the clergy-, the Hon. W.A. Holmen {Premier of New South
Wsles), Senstor Gardiner (Assistant Federal Minister for Defence), Hon. J.D.
Fitzgerald, M.,L.C. {Vice-President of the Executive Council), the Hon. G.
Black {Chief Secretary, New South Wales), Hon. John Meagher, M.L.C., K.8.C.G.,
Mr, P. McGarry, M.L.A., Mr. G. McGirr, M.L.A., Mr. P.J. Minshan, M.L.A., Sir
Thomas Hughes, M.L.C., etc., setc. '

"This magnificent and representative gathering of citizems in the .
chief city of the Commonwealth," said the Lord Mayor, the Right Hon. R.D.
Meagher, "is a splendid demonstration of the unquenchable love of country in
the hearts of the Irish race and its descendants, no matter in what part of.
the habitable globe they are situated. The mother State of the Commonwealth
has on overy occasion in days gone by responded nobly and generously when ap-
peals have been made either for funds for fighting the battles of comstitu-- -

tional freedom or when the gaunt figure of famine has thrown its shadow across -

the land, Today the great masses of the Irish people are in a sorely-strickea
condition. They are without the nécessaries of life - they are without food,
clothing or shelter ~ and their appalling condition calls aloud not only to
their more fortunate countrymen, but to the universal instinct s of humenity.-
“This position is due ito circumstances beyond théir control. Primarily,
to the gross breach of faith by & vaecillating British Government in felling to
carry out the compact mesue in regard toHome Ruke. Secondly, due to Duplin
Casile melaaministration, which vefore the war kept Ireland in misery and

wretchedness, and obtained for Dublin the unenviable notoriety of being one of ,.

the worst exampies of slumdom amongst the cities of Europe. .

"While =t this great cridis we deplore the rash act of the misguided
men which culminated ib laying part of Dublin in ruins - I say not in pallie-
tion, but by way of comment, that it is a realisation of the old adage, that
‘those who sow the wind must reap the whirlwind.' A Govermment which stood
supinely by and permitted Sir Edward Carson, 'Privy Councillor and Generalis-
simo of the Ulster Volunteers,' and other insurrectionists, armed with rifles
made in Germany, to rise with absolute impunity in open rebeilion against the
authority of the British Crown, must not be astonished to reap the whirlwind
of this evil toleration when impetuocus young men in patriotic and hystericel
zeal seem to combat broken promises, and in their view a constitutional be-.
trayal of Home Ruke, by following the diabolicel example of this leading and
responsible statesman end Privy Councillor. -

“Bad in all as the Dublin riot was, worse still are the after brutal
atrocities which even the blue pencil of the censor has failed {o prevent from
leaking through, as shown.by the report of the cebles in Saturday's 'Sydney
Morning Herald.' Has these deliberate and cold-blooded murders by a respons-
ible officer been committed in Brussels or in Lemberg, the world would have
rung with angry protestations.

"ge Irish people and their descendants pass as rapidly as possible
those sad incidents with pain. We only have one desire in our hearts and in
our minds - to end this dreadful war, with Great Britain end the Allies vic-

torious; and to end it we will concentrate our energies and stifle our emotion,

and throw & cloak of charitable silence on these sad happenings - happenings
for which the leading British pepers have expressed their shaeme and sorrow.
And while we are prepared to take advice from our frienmds and consider the
true perapective of events, we also must ask our friends to keep some of the -
tears they are chedding for the small nations - for Belgium, for Servia and

for Poland; tears for the mutilation of liberty amnd justice - we must ask them,

I say, to keep a few of those tears for dear old Ireland, the blood of whose
sons has on every battlefield, in every cenmtury, and in every clims cemented- -
the cornerstones of the British Empire; who todey, from her poverty-stricken

land, hes sent 300,000 gellant warriore into the front line of battle, end who

in the British army end the armies of the dominions has today & million of her

breed fighting for British civilisation and liberty.
'"We® have
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"We have had heavy drains upon our finsnces for various funds, bhut we
will always have a shot in the locker for the 'old sod.' Here in this land of
plenty, we are wrapped in the pleasant robes of an early Australian spring.
Then let us not forget the pitiable plight of the Irish people who are facing
¢hilling autumnel winds and the rigours of the approaching winter. Let us not
forget that Ireland is within the grip of marthal law, with her few tattered
1iberties torn from her, with breadwinners dragged from their femilies purely

on suspicion; workers dismissed; industries ¢losed; thousands of unemployed eand
penniless peoplemaking the horrors of the Dublin slums cry eloud in clarion
tones for succour and alleviation. This cry has gone across the Atlantic and
has been megnificently responded to by the Republic of the West. It has been
borne to our own land, and I am sure it will be answered as in days of yore -
Austrslia will not faill"

His Grece the Archbishop of Sydney (the Most Rev. Dr. Michael Kelly)
then moved "That an appeal be made to all the friends of Ireland to provide
funds to alleviate the acute distress now prevailing in many parts of Ireland,
and more especially in Dublin." Every pound and every shilling they gave in
answer to that appeal, said his Grace, substantiated their condemnation of the
misgovernment of Ireland under actual end past British rule. Nature had en-
dowed Ireland with fertile soil, a temperale climate, splendid harbours and
rivers and lakes and mountains. The Irish were & perfect race. Her sons pro-
spered everywhere. Why, the, did her-children not prosper in Ireland? Be-
cause of English misgovernment. A bad parent ghould be coerced. So should a
bad government. We would have Irelend for the Irish as they wished to have. -
England for the English., Until that happened there would be no peace for
England. The rebellion in Dublin lately and the sympathetic strike in Dublin
about three years ago would not have occurred had there not been distress.
When & man was mmgry you must feed him, You must not preach to him. When a
msn wes naked or & child was naked you must clothe them first. Until that was
done they should not wonder if they were cursed. Why hed not Dublin its own .

Parliament? Iﬁ;answering this appeal they were protesting against the betrayal

or attempted betrayal of the Home Rule cause, won by 50 years' peaceful agite-
tion. In answering the appesl they were protesting ageinst the suspension of
all liberty in Ireland. "There are many individual Englishmen who are better
men than ourselves,"” proceeded his Grace, “They are wiser, more practical,
end meany men in England did not sympathise with the treatment of Irelend."”
His Grace was once asked by the most eminent person on earth - Pope Leo XIII -
"Why are the English so hard on Irelend?" His Grace answered candidly, "When
you injure @& men you easily came to hate him." In conclusion, his Grace made
a stirring appeal for funds to help the distressed in Ireland. We had to o
build St. Mary's Cathedral yet, =nd had to do a great many other things, such
as the building of churches and convents; yet on this occasion we would put
our hends in our pockets and help our utmost.

The Hon. J.D. Fitsgerald {Vice-President of the Executive Council) -
seconded the notion. There was a burning desire at the present moment, said
the speaker, to do justice to small nations, end that was one of the purposes
for which they were assembled there that night - to see that justice was dome
to Ireland. As fer as her territory was concerned, Ireland was one of the
smallest nations in the wibrld; but there was elso a greater Irelend beyond -
the seas. Whenever en appeal was made to Irishmen for Ireland it was aliways
most generously snswered. There was a duty owing to Ireland, When war broke
out Irelend had sent her sons to fight for the cause in expectation that
Englend would give her what she deserved. Ireland’'s reward was the proclaim-»
ing of martial law inthat country. This great gathering had assembled for the

purpose B6f protesting against such treatment. It was a democratic gathering
composed of representatives of all classes of the commmity. It was a gather-
ing which spoke for the democracy of Sydney, end as such registered its pro~
test against the betrayal of Ireland in regard to Home Rule and the estab-
lishment of martial law there.. We made our protests as calmly as possible
under the circumstances, end protested firmly ageinst the conditions which
were cremted by English misgovernment.

The Hon. W.A. Holmen, Premier of New South Wales, then rose, amidst
great cheering, which lasted for some minutes. The Premier moved the follow-
ing motion: "That, with a view to the achievement of complete Imperial unity
in this great sational crisis, this meeting requests the home Government as
a metter of special urgency to treat the question of Home Rule, so that Ire=-
land, as one of the smaller nations, may pe raisea to the stazus of an auto-
nomous dominion, and take her place peside the sisier dominions of Canada,

New Zealand.

A e e -
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(“Catholic Press" , 7/9/16 -,3)
New Zeaeland and Australia. There was a special reason, said Mr. Holman, why a :
victorious cause should be fought for. The Home Rule measure had been passed,
but for reasons which he (Mr. Holman) had no doubt were good reasons, immediate -
effoct had not bemn given to it. "I say those reasons were good reasons," he
continued, "when acted upon two years ago. Our position tonight is that We
demand that those reasons must now give way to better one. The moment has ar-
rived when the clsar solution of any difficulty that has arisen today in Ire-
land is to put into operation some scheme that will secure autonomy for the
Irish people. The Executive Government of Ircland was the weekest Government
in thw world, because it was imposed upon a free-minded people, andm was not - |
responsible to those people themselves. Today the Executive Government of Ire-
lend was sn alien Government responsible to snother Parliament, responsible to
another nation. As a result, the sentiments of the people had heen turned
into hostility against the operations of the Dublin Caestle. The great mejority
of the Irish people were opposed to the recent rebellion, which really consist-
ed of a few hundred people, supported by a small number of sympathisers through-
out the length and breadth of the Green Isle. The vast majority of the Irish
people had no sympathy with physical force, or desired to tzke eway the leader-
ship of Mr, Redmond. For generations the people of Ireland had known that it
was no business of theirs to carry information to Dublin Castle Government.
He believed that Mr. Birrell was a friend of Ireland, but, at the same time,
he believed that if Mr. Redmond had been in lir, Birrell's place we would never
have seen the streets of Dublin running in blood. There was only one remedy
for the perpetual writhings of certain sections of representative Irish thought.
That was to give to the Irish people the same right of self-government as we
enjoy in Augtralis today. We in Australia were 12,000 miles eway, but the
voice of that meeting would doubitless be heard by the Imperial authorities at
home. Some settlement ought to be arrived at at onces. In the recent crisis
in Ireland it had been said that the Government had displayed the courage end
rosourcefulness of a tame rabbit. The Government sat silent, and when the
eruption took place the soldier was introduced add martial lew was proclaimed
over the lengthc and breadth of the land. In conclusion, Mr. Holman expressed-
the hope that, as a result of the deliberations of Mr. Deviin, Mr. Lloyd
George, Mr., Redmond and Sir Edward Carson, some scheme would be devised whereby
Home Ruke would become an established fact.

Senator Gardiner, in seconding the resolution, said that on that oc-
casion they looked forward to en early victory for Home Rule. The recent sad
happenings in Ireland and the misguided actions of certain men were deplored -
by ninety-nine out of every hundred Irishmen. These things, perhaps, might
have made more careful men than himself refrain from attending meetings such.as
the present one. But he would say that in his public life he had never yet, ..
and never would turn his back on friend of foe. The granting of Home Rule to
Ireland for which she had been for so many years asking, impressed itself upon
his mind as merely an act of simple justice and today it was the best thing to
bring about that Imperial unity which we all desired and which wes so necessary.
He recognised that ii{ was a daring thing to do to send requesits to Governments
at times like these when they were labouring under the strain and dim stress
of anxiety caused by the war, but within a few hours this resolution would be !
flashed to the Imperial authorities, and he hoped that they would give it
their favourable consideration in view of the splendid and noble manner in
which Ireland had responded to the call of Empire.

The Hon. John Meagher, M.L.C., who mmzmmird received quite an ovation,
said it was cheering to see that Ireland had so many friends in Australie end
throughout the world.

The Hon. George Black (Chief Secretary of New South Walas) said that
if there had been no drilling on the part of the Carsonites in the North of
Ireland, there would have been no drilling of the Sinn Feiners in the South.
The one called for the other s...... What was wanted was a united Empire eseses
Ulster would have to be included in Home Rule. The Irish flag must heve a
shamrock in each of its corners. There would be one for Ulster, one for Mun-
ster, one for Leinster eand one for Comnaught. That was the desire of every
lover of liberty. )

Dr. Chas. W. MacCarthy emphasised the need for unity of action.
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Tth, September, 1916. "The Caiholic Advocate,™ Brisbane:-

) (Note: The Queensland Irish Associstion mentioned herein fuunctioned as a
club. In policy it advocated Home Rulie, but it manifested strong imperialistic.:
sympathies). e

"In response 1o a requisition signed by over fifty mempers of the Quuwens-
lend Irish Associamtion, a special general mesting of the memoers was held in the
associgtion's rooms on Saturday last (2/9/16), o0 consider the following pro-
posalsgs~-

(1) Theat a sum of money be voted from the funds of the association to
assist in relieving the serious distress at present prevailing in Ireland, con=
sequent upon the unfortunsate reoellions rising which took place thers recently.

{2) That a subscription list be opened by the association for the col-
lection of further sums of money from sympethisers for the same Purpose.

. T@e p?agident, Mre. P.J. McDermott, I.S.0., occupied the chair, Most of
the distinguisned Irishmen of the metropolis were present, and the members were
present in large numbers. . . . . o . . ‘ ’

The Hon. J. Finelly, who received a most flattering reception, was
obliged to wait a considerable time tor the applause evoked by his appearance to
subside. His expressed sentiments were evidently spontaneous, and came straight
from the Reart of & true Irish Australian patriot. In the course oif his philip-
pic against the causes of the trouwle in Irelend, lir. Fihelly in impassioned
woras aeciared that no Irisnman, arter recent events in Ireiand, snouid ve
ashamed of his nationality or nave the impertinence to smpoiogise ior the reoels.

Untortunavely the Irish were too prone to ve apologetic. Those wno had
disd &t the hands of the miiitary chieis and satraps of Britain nad expiatea
their citence, and in doiug so nad achieveu immorsvality. Before very long their
graves would be visited like those of Wolfe Tone and other Irish rebels whose
memory was sacred to the Irish race throughout the world. Personslly, aad this
this could not be too strongly emphasised, he had no quarrel with England, and
believed that for a long time to come the dastiny of Ireland was wrapped up with
that of Englsnd. °The Gael could mix with the Saxon. ' o

As for John Redmond, in his opinion he had failed miserably, and he would
refer to him later on. With regard to Hughes (the Austrelian Prime Minister)
and others who were endeavouring to force constription of human life on the
people of Australia, they should be reminded that Irish Australians were not be~
ing atiracted to the recruiting station by the mailed fisted policy of Prussian-
ism operating in Ireland. The opinion is held by many young Australians that
every Irish Australian recruit means another soldier to assist the British
Government to harass the people of Ireland. The army gariisoning Ireland should
be diverted to Flanders. It was good to let the muthorities know these senti--
ments without any equivocation., Only recently he had heard an Englishman in the
Queensland Parlisment say, 'Lord deliver us from cent," England was the home of
cant, humbug asnd hypocrisy. Why, at the very time we heard such phous expressions
of horror at the Irish rebellion, a Bohemlan insurrsction was being engineered--in
London., A good deal was heard about the cases of Captain Fryati and Nurse Cavell,
accompanied by denunciations of the Germand, who, after all, had only done such
things against alien enemies, whereas England had murdered people whose com-
patriots were fighting for her by the hundred thousand. Irishmen would be
lunatics to conceal their abhorrence of the perpetrators of such acts as the
shooting of Skeffington and mere boys, which were not only worse than the Fryatt
end Cavell crimes, but also were useless and stupid. They could be understood if
thereby the Allies hed gained ancther 100 feet of ground in France or Flanders,-
or if they prevented the evacuation of Gallipoli, where thousands of good Aus-
tralians lost their lives through the bungling and ineptitude of British military
chieftains. There was nothing wrong with the English people, but the English
governing classes had refused to understand Irish sentiment and the spirit of
Irish nationelity. The rebellion in South Africa was far more serious, becamse
there Ingland had granted self-government, which was refused to Ireland.. Botha
did not get orders to shoot the insurgents. That kind of treatment was reserved
for Ireland. England showed hypocrisy by pretending to enter the war for the
smaller nationalities, and then acting as she had done. .

The conduct which was denocunced and treated so severely in Ireland, won-
applause in the case of Cromwell end Washington, in the case of Roumania about..
30 years ago, and in Serbia and France, and President Lincoln resolutely refused
to permit one man to be shot after General Lee's surrender in the American Civil
War. The leaders then took the seme risk as Pearse and his followers and had
done precisely the seme thing which he attempted. Sir George Reid had recently--
mede remarks offensive to Irishmen, and for this purpose had used a position he-
obtained through climbing into the House of Commons over the bodies of Ausiralian
soldiers who died through English blunders at Gallipoli. The Irish intellectuals
did not die in vain. They had re-discovered the soul .of Irsland.

i

They were.
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They were misguided because he (the speaker) could not understand how
:ﬁ:y Eould sit down to0 a table an? plag to achieve their purpose, but probably
oy knew the_hOpelessness of their objective, and knowing, died to instill the
spirit of nationality into Ireland. .
Redmond had arrived at such a stage that he was useless. He had got too
much money in subscriptions from Austrelis end America, in addition to which he
and his party had their £400 a year. He and his party were mentally unable to
interpret the spirit of their country. The Irish national party was corrupt
and impossible = corrupt from a political point of view and impossible as re-
gards the enactment of reforms, Redmond and Devlin were too near and friendly
with Asquith and Lloyd George. They had received too many favours, too many per-
quisites of office, too many kisses of friendship, and too many marks and tokens
of esteem, and they were utterly demoralised. In the past he (the spesker)
would not deny that Redmond and Devlin had done magnificent work for Ireland.
They hed reorganised her political forces and worked assiduously for her ad-
vancement towards her crowning hope and glory, but now, despite any sympathy
begotten of past services, they should be scrapped because they had failed.
Redmond had failed miserably. He should have said to the Government -
'Give us Home Rule &t once, and I end my party will spread ourselves over the
Kingdom on a recruiting mission, before which the average reeruiting mission
will pele into insignificance' - and why not when it had been sanctioned by the
people in three electlons? Redmond shoulld never more get one penny of support
from Australia. Although he had done good work in the past, neverthelee the
material and national prosperity of a nation must not be allowed to be put aside
by the individuality of any person. :
It was more urgent to give to the Dublin Relief Fund than to patriotic
funds here, however worthy, such as the Returned Soldiers', Red Cross or other
funds, There was no idea in Australia of the misery and poverty prevailing in
Dublin. In London there was poverty .alsc, but it was accompanied by unexampled
end waste such as could not be found in Dublin, where they could imagine the re-
sult of thoussnds of deportations, without any secmblance even of regard for
those women and childreng dependent upon the expatriated, who were left behind.
Tn Australis the case was also differemt - as 8ll knew - if the individual suf-
fered, then the Government looked to it. If they thought of comtributing to
local petriotic funds, they should, instead, for the immediate present, divert -
the money to relieve the distress in Ireland. Those present should ponder on ;
the fact that England stuck to Jamieson and his raiders, who were the attackers,
and almost went to war over the affeirs, which was worse than the Irish affair.
Irishmen should stick to their brethren. The shooting of Fryatt by the Germens
was no worse than the shooting of Skeffington. Ih conclusion he hopes that no
member of the association would be so impudent and offensive as to apologise for
the rebels, who had paid nobly the penalty of their misguided ideals. :
The Hon. W. Lennon said that he admired Mr. Fihslly for his outspoken
utterance. The time had come when the Irish should speak out =md refuse to allow
their country to be the doormat of England for ever. He did not agree with all
thst Mr. Fihelly said about Nr, Redmond , :

e " e o™ e™e™a™a™eMe

Under the same date, the "Catholic Kmadmex Advocate" published a leader, under--- :
the heading "No Apology For Rebels,” which said, in part:- .
"There is nothing of the "Yes-No" evasiveness about the Hon. Jack Fihelly,
Assistent Minister for Justice, He does not fear to call & spade a spade. When
he has a thing to say he does not go outside and whisper it to the windees.caaes |
It was like inhaling a breath of fresh air to hear his speech at the Irish --
Associgtion roome last Saturday nighteecscessss S
The keynote of his moving address was contained in his declaration to the |
effect that "no Irishmen, after recent events in Ireland, should be ashamed of - !
his nationality or have the impertinence to apologise for the rebels."” .ec.eeee
A great mervice has been rendered by Mr. Fihelly's speech which will long
be remembered as the epoch-making declarstion of =n intensely patriotic Irish- ;
Australian. They form = slogen which has in it a lesson for all of use" ececes i
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7th,September, 1916. "The Catholie Advocate," Brisbame., Editorial,

"No Apology For Rebels.”

There is nothibng of the "Yes-No" evasiveness about the Hon. Jack Fihelly,
Assistent Minister for Justice. He does not fear to call a spade & spade.
When he has a thing to say he does not go outside and whisper it to the wind.
To the school of thought which turns out wind-trimming politiciams like Sir
George Reid, he is a total stranger. It was like a breath of fresh air to
hear his speech at the Irish Association rooms lest Saturday night. '

To hear him declaiming against injustice to Ireland, with his own Irish - -
eyes flashing fire, was a revelation. Coming under the spell of his magnetic
personality, his hearers could have employed the remark uttered by Robespierre
about Mirabeau.- "That young man believes what he says; he will go far." No-
body could doubt his eincerity when he roused all present to a pitch of enthue-
iasm that was good to see. His love for the lamnd of his forefathers was de-
monstrated in the fashion in which Irishmen worthy of the name love to see it
menifested. His speech was one long thrill. -

The keynote of his moving address was conteined in his decleration to the-
bffect thht "no Irishman, after recent events in Ireland, should be ashamed of
his nationality or have the impertinence to apologise for the rebels." Bit. by
bit we are hearing some of the details as to the treatment of the Irish prison-
ors. Those details all tend to bring out more and more forcibly that Mr.Fihelly
emphasised, "A good deal," he said, "was heard about the cases of Captain
Fryatt and Nurse Cavell, accompenied by denunciation of the Germans, who, after
all, had only done such things against alien enemies, whereas England had mur-
dered people whose compatriots were fighting for her by the hundred thousand.
Irishmen would be lunatics to conceal their abhorrence of the perpetrators of
guch acts as the shooting of Skeffington and mere boys, which were not only
worse than the Fryatt snd Cevell crimes, but also were useless and stupid." -

We do not agree with Mr. Fihelly in his remakrks regarding Mr. Redmond.
Like the Hon. W. Lennon, we are of the opinion that his fault in the malter of
Trish leadership, though grave, was not intentional. There is but one way of
ghowing strengthj there are many ways of felling into error through weakness
at the criticel moment. Mr. Redmond did not take the narrow path thet would ..~ '
have mede him the strong manj he failed to pierce the mists thet ley ghead of- -
him, Mr. Lennon brought out this point strongly. He also displeyed his strong
spirit of patriotism when he said thet "the time had come when the Irish should
spesk out and refuse to ellow their country to be made the doormat of England.”
Thet is plain spesking, but it is plain speeking that is required at a time - -~
like the present, , ’ S

While disagreeing with Mr. Fihelly on this point, however, we cannot refrain
from giving full praise for his fiery denunciation of injustice to Ireland and
the Irish. Let the man smong us who apologises for thé so-called "rebels,"
after hearing all thet has taken place - let that man no longer boast of his
Irish blood. He iz a poltroon, worthy only to be used as & doormat. The Rev.
Father O'Flymn put it in a nutshell when speeking at the Dublin Relief mesting.
VWhile the enemies of Irelemd, he said, lauded to the skies the patriotiem of -
the small nations -~ Belgium, Polend and Servia - they would sink the patrioctism
pf immxsmnkkxmm Ireland, the amall nation at their own doore, to the bottom of
the seas, Why should the Irishmen of Qu eenslend care whether their motives. .-
wses were misinterpreted and misconstrued? BT

Over in West Australia the other dey the seme sentiments were expressed at-
the monster Home Rule demonstration. Politicisne on both sides of the State'
House vied with each other in demanding justice for Ireland. The distinguished
speekers there were not afraid to hit out. Mr, W.H. Carpenter, M.L.A., com~
menting on the report of the Commission inquiring iato the revolt, said that.

nif it was wrong to meke seditious utterances, md to drill men after the war

had broken out, why was it not equally wrong before the war, and if they could
hand the leader of onme rebellion during the war, why should the leader of a --
rebellion which had taken place before the war be rewarded by being put into
the Government?" Yes, why? Thet is what the Irish people the world over fail
t0 understand, '

A grest service has been rendered by Mr. Fihelly's fine speech, which will
long be remembered as the epoch-making declaration of an intemsely patriotic . .-

Irish-Australisn. His words ring clarion clear. They form & slogan which has o
in it e lesson for all of us. Instead of apologising for the so-called “rebels,*

let us be proud of whét they have achieved. When the epitaph of the lion-
hearted Robert Emmet can be writtemm the, but not till themn, can we write the
epitaphs of the martyred heroes of Baster-Weoek.
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18th, September, 1916. "Archbighop Mannix" by Cyril Brysan. e

At a public meeting in the Town Hall, Melbourne, Archbishop Carr presiding,
which was called for the purpose of inaugurating thse Irish Relief Fund in
Victorie, Archbishop Mannix thus addressed the audience:-

"An Irishman is proud on & night like this to live and work for Ause
tralian Catholics. I am not expected to speak at eny length tonight, but I
have been asked to announce to you the result of the appeal for the suffering
people of Ireland, so far as it has gone. I think that you will be as surpris-
ed &3 I am that the total to this moment is, as near as we can get the figures,
£4,400. You cennot be half as proud of that result as I am. I am counting no
promises, only cash in hand. Now, you h¥e came here for a noble purpose - to
give sympathy, aid end hope to the sufiering Irish people. Wour generosity
tonight esnd in the days to follow will bring comfort to these poor people who
are crouching amidst the charred ruines of 0' Connell Street, and this great
meeting and your unbounded aympathy will give heert and hope io all those
Irishmen, living and dead -~ bDecause patriotism is not buried in the grave -wha
love Ireland, and who, even ‘in Ireland's darkest hour, despair not of the
future of their coumtry.

"I think it was a happy inspiration that this meoting of Australians
should be addressed by Australians, Nobody in the hell, nobody in Melbourne,..
or indeed in Australia, wants to know what I think of British misrule in Ire-
land. Nobody wants to know how my heart bleeds for the suffering people. Now,
politically, Irels=nd is at the present moment passing through a grave crisis.we
are too far away, and our information is too meagre on this side of the globe,
to be able to pass a prudent judgment on a situation which is chamnging and
shifting from day to day. There may be differences of opinion on Irish policy
amongst Australians, dbut I am glad that at this great meeting tonight no hard -

"~ word has been said against any Irishman, who laves his couniry and loves it

well. (Loud applause}. Irishmen mnd the descendante of Irishmen are not like-
1y to forget all that Ireland owes to the Irish Parliamentary Party for the
long and succassful struggle which they made, and for the constitutional vie-
tory which they achieved, for they have achieved a victory according to all
the rules of constitutionel warfare. Mr. Redmond deserved better treatment -
from the British Government than that he should be thrown over at the bidding
of a few Orangemen in Ireland, =nd a knok of Freemasons in England. (Loud ap-
plause), But, while Ireland camnnot fail to regret Mr, Redmond's betrayal and

his failure, I hope that Irelend will never be unmindful of his services.
(Applause).

“I am glad, too, thabk no harsh word has been spoken of those brava
men who, according to a British Prime Minister, fought a clean fight, and who,
in the recent rising, loved Ireland, nol wisely, perhaps, but too well. Thelr

lives have been scrutinised from the cradle to the grave, and in them was found
nothing sordid or selfish. (Loud applause)., Whbtever may have been their
faults, they died the death of Christien mpem. In the iime to come, as an ‘
English writer has said, Ireland will take them to her bosom, as she took -
Robert Emmet end Lord Edward Fitszgerald, and every mean who gave her his love
and his life. (Loud and continued appleuse). It is not, therefore, for you gp
for me, howyer we may regret their errors, if there were errors, to darkem

_ their names, or refuse ald to their widows and orphans., We have enemies enough

and, if wo want to say hard words, let us keep them for our enemies.Let us now
and always deal gently with our friends. ~

"It is thisby years almost to the day since Gladstone, the grea.test
Englishman of his century, asked the House to pass Home Rule. He used on that
occasion these memorable words: "Ireland stands at the bar of your House, ex-
pectant, hopeful, almost suppliant. She asks for a blessed oblivion of the .
past, sad that blessed oblivion is of greater interest to England than to Ire-
land." Those were noble words and they deserve to be remembered. Bt a gemera-
tion hes passed away, and Gladstone has gone to his reward, and Ireland still
stands at the dbar. She is still hopeful, expectant; I do not say suppliant.
(Applause). She stands there bleeding, sensitive, exasperated. The blessed
oblivion that Gladstone prayed for has not yet come.

' "Only the other day it was again vetoed by a knot of Orangemen a.nd
Freemasons, Yet, people talk about Irish disloyalty. Some people even talk
about mine., {Loud laughter). If I were to recite for you tonight the Lord's
Prayer according to the Authorised Version, somebody would find treason or
sedition among the petitions. Yes, our loyalty 1s freely questioned. The
anegwer is that Irishmen are as loyal to the Empire to which, fortunately or
unfortunately, they belong, as self-respecting people could be under the cir-
cumstences. I, &t all events, am free to confess that deep down in the hearts

(of Irish.
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of Irish people and their descendants is a wealth of loyalty and a wealth of
affection that the British Empire has never deserved or won. And I am here
to0 hide nothing, but rather to proclaim openly, in my own name, and I think
in yours, that those depths of loyalty in Irish hearts will never be sounded,
that that rich affection will never be won, until England grants to Ireland
that measure of self-government that we are here tonight to plead for and to
demand., (Loufi and continued cheering).
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15th, March, 1917. "Catholic Press,” Sydney.

In the Federal Senste on Wednesdey evening lest week {(7/3/17). Senator
G. Henderson {Western Australia) moved:~ '
“That an humble address beforwarded to His Majesty as follows:~
'May it please Your Majesty: : ,
'We, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the members of the
Senate of the Commonwealth in Parliament assembled, desire most earnestly in
our name and on behalf of the people whom we represent, to express our un-
swerving loyalty and devotion to Your Majesty's person and Government .
'Enjoyinf and sppreciating as we do the blessing of Home Rule here,
we would humbly express the hope that a just measure of Home Rule may be -
granted without undue delay to the people of Ireland,- ' =
‘In this crucial hour, when the might of your Ewpire is being wielded
to maintain the right of self-government for smell nations, we feel confident
thet the whole people of Ireland would be most grateful, loyel and enthusias-
tidsupporters of that high policy through the gracious endowment by Your
esty of the same right to them. They ask for it through their reprecenta-
tives - never has a request more clear, consistent and continuous been made
by any Bation.. As subjects of Your Majesty we are interested in the peace -

and contentment of all parts of the Empire, end we desire to see this long-

standing grievence at the very heart of the Empire removed. It ie our desire
for the solidarity =and permance of the Empire, as a Power making for Peace
and civilisation, that must be our exéuse for submitting to Your Majesty
this respectful petition.*' o

The motion was seconded by Senator M.A. Ferricks (Queeneland) and car-
ried by 29 votes to 2. ' _

&950
Bakhap, TeJ.K., Grant, J., . Pearce, G.F.,
Baker, 8., Guthrie, R.S;, ) Russell, E.JO’
Barnes, Jay ’ Henderson, G., Senior, W.,
Blakay, A.T.Hoy_; Kea‘l‘-ing, JlH.’ Shmndn’ J.W.,
Bugacott, R., LYHCh, Puday Stewart, J.C.,
Earle, Jey M&ughan, WedeRay Storey, W;H-,
Ferricks’ M.A., Mullean, Jo’ ’ Turley, Hep
Findley, Eo’ Naedhm, E.' de Largie,
Gardiner, Ay Hewlend, Jey
Givens, T., 0'Keefe, l Dedey

Noes. . :

‘¥illen, E.D., " Gould, Lieut-Colonep Sir A.J. -

Senator Millen opposed the motion, "I am not," he said, "going to be
a party to any motion in favour of Home Rule which implies coercion of the
gix counties,"
9th. April, 1917. "“Catholic Press."” T~

At the Easter Week Commemoration held by the Irish National Associa-
tion, Sydney, on Easter Monday, & Celiic memorial cross was dedicated to the
memory of the heroces of that immortel event, end wes unveiled by Reve Dre Pe
Tuomey, who delivered the panegyric for the occasion.” .

15th, June, 1917. “The Courier,” Brisbane. _
At a large gathering of members of the Irish Natiomal Association of

Queenslsnd on Wednesday evening last it was unanimously decidea to forward - -
the following cebles "Lord Mayor, Dublin. Irish National Associstion of
Queensland repudiete Redmond. Support Plunkett and independence. Fiizgerald,
secrotary." : ‘

21st. June, 1917. "Catholic Press," Sydney. )

At the meeting of the Irish Nationsl Association, Sydney, on the 1lth.
instant, the following resolution was carried: "That the members of this As-
gociation request the President and Goverrment of the United States, His
Holiness the Pope, and Governments of all other neutral nations, to insist
upon Ireland's right, as an independent nationm, t0 be considered and.decided
at any Peace Conference between the belligerent nations in conformity with
the declaration of the Allies to uphold the rights of small nations."”

5th, July, 1917. "Catholic Press," Sydney. _ o
Meny were unable to gain admission to the lecture given under the aus-

pices of the Irish National Aesociation by the Rev,Dr. P. Tuomey, D.Fh., om
the 25th. June, on the subject of the men and women of Easter Week.




Sth. July, 1917. "Catholic Press," Sydney . e

A cable in the following terms was despiiched a few days ago to Count
Plunkett, Dublin: "Irish Netional Association here sendSkynmathy and gongratu~
lations to self and party.~ Dryer, secretary,.”

19th. July, 1917. "The Telegreph," Brisbhane.

(On behalf of the Irish National Assochetion, Brisbane branch), Mr.
Thomas Fitzgerald, honourary secretary, stated that the following resolution
was, on the 18th. July, enthusiastically adopted: 'That this mssociation
heartily congratulates Commandant de Valera, of the Irish republicen army,
on his vietory in East Clare, for Ireland’s independence, and the consequent -
vindication of the heroes of Easter Week, and that we congratulate the people
of Clere for proving that theirs is still the banner county.” It slso resolved
that copies of this resolution be sent to Commandant de Valera and to the Aus~
tralisn and Irish press. '

2let, July, 1917. "Sydney Morning Herald,"

.are not in accordence with their preconceived views,

"At & meeting of the Protestant League (Brisbene), held last night
(19/7/17), the following motion was cerried: 'This League desires to express
its unswerving loyalty to King and Empire, and its determination to uphold .
our netionel honour, integrity and solidarity. It especially deplores the
disloyalty evinced by the Irish National Association when they passed & resolu-
tion congratulating de Valera on his associetion with e so-called Irish re~
publican army, end for his efforts for Ireland's independence. We. further
deplore that any body of our citizens should spesk of the Dublin rebels of
Easter week as heroes, notwithstanding that they are the men who virtually
stabbed in the back our falthful soldiers at the front, who are fighting for
them snd us,’

26th. July, 1917. "The Bulletin," Sydney.

(Excerpts from editorial headed ."Sinn Fein"),

The Sinn Fein movement in Ireland, which last year made martyrs and now
makes members of Parlisment, las a force and significance which, far from
being confined to one northern island, is world-wide in its sweep. Though
the words are Irish their meening hes gained a firm grip on all the peoples.-.--
"Ourselves elone™ is practically the watchword of every nation os men worthy .-
of the name; and the 'rights of small nations' for which the tremendous Allied
forces bleed =znd battle is the practical acknowledgment of the principle behind
that watchword on the part of the peoples that have beem touched by netural
democratic evolution. ..... In fact every big movement of the time that seems
to possess anything in the way of decemt purpose is &t heart & Sinn Fein move~
mente. ses.o Now the universal uproar of a great war has blown away a thousand
obscuring non-essentials of human govermment, and as the dust begins to settle
it becomes clearer that nationality is about the one thing that really does ..
counts e«.s.s The State cen only edvance by the development of its individual
citizens; the world can only advence by the development of its individual race
families,

26th, July, 1917. “Catholic Press," Sydney. - Editorial.

The Irish Convention. T
. "There appears to be very little ground for hope that the secret Irish
Convention, which met yesterday, sill solve the problem of Irish self-govern-
ment . Of all the tragic blunders of English statesmanship during the past
three years that of Ireland is the greatest.
(Then follows a review of the politicsl events leading up to the Con-
vaention). ) o
It is.not an elective or popular convention like the conventions which -~
drafted the Australian end South Africean Constitutions. It does not get ite
lit'e power from the people. It is largely appointed by the English Government.
Above all, it“is not in eny sense representative, for the minority has dele-
gates out of all proportion to their numbers.. Again, the Ulster irreconcilable
representatives enter it pledged to reject ite decisions if these decisions
And Lloyd George has not
publicly abandoned the extraordinary theory that in Ireland the minority must
be allowed to thwart end frusirete snd overrule the majority. ,.... ' .
Still there is just a chance that the rise of Sinn Feinism end thewike~ -~
tories of the 5inn Fein ecandidates at North Roscommon, South Longford and East -
Clare may have awakened Lloyd George and his friends to the fact:that there is
another party in Ireland which must be considered as well as Sir Edward Carson's

{braves.
.2.
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13/9/17. "The Daily St'andard,“ Birisbene,. :

"At a council me .of the Irish National Association of Queensland, '1
held on Wednosday last (5 '9/17T), the followmg resolution was carried: 'That - *‘
members of this Asao; ation terder their sincere sympathy to the relatives aml
fEiende of the late Mrs, Muriel’ MacDonagh (midow of Commendent Thomas MacDonagh), '
of the Irish Republican Army, who was eXxecuted for Ireland in Mey, 1916, on the .
loss that they end Ireland have sustained owing to her trag:lc death by drowning.'!

17th.November, 1917. "Sydney Moming Herald "
(Note: The Second @onscription cempaign was in progress in Australie at -
this time.)

Cootamundra, New South Weles,
16th.November, 1917. -
The Premier, Mr. W.A. Holman, struck out on entirely new lines tonight in

his address to a large and appreciative audience. He made a specisl appeel to
the Irish community, in the interests of Home Rule, to support with might and -
main the necessary re-inforcements in the Australian army.

He seid: "I desire to make a specisl appesl to my old friends and constitu-
ents who are of Irish birth and descent to comsider closely the course into
whichthey are being urged by some of their so-called loaders. .« « « »

When this war is over whether it ends with victory or failure for the -
Allies ~ and no one knows which way it is going to end yet = if it is clearly
demonstrated that Irish influence has beon exerted to hamper the eperations of
the Allies and prevent the necessary re-inforcements being sent to the front,
Ireland will lose her claims to the support of the Allied races. . s .

On the other:hand, if the Irish community follows the mad leadership of
blind guides, who have brought every cause they have touched in Australia to
ruin in the past, they will ruin in turn the cause for which Ireland has bean
fighting so long, and the fruits of which are now within her grasp."
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Sth. July, 1917. "The Freeman's Journal," Sydney. (Catholic weskly).

NO JUSTICE FROM LLOYD GEORGE.

Why Sinn Fein Grows In Ireland.

Reading between the lines of the cables which have been describing the
situation in Irelend, we cen only conclude that the outlook was never more un-
promising, end that the All-Ireland Convention has poor prospects of unravel-
ling the dangerous tangle which has been the result of the English Government's
subserviency to Sir Edward Carson and his perty. It is evident that the Sinn
Feinersare much stronger than their critics would have us suppose, and that
they have captured the imagination of the country much more completely than
the English newspapers have ever admitted. We have ourselves pointed out from
time to time that the Irish Parliementary party is now largely discredited;
thet it is under the suspicion of having become almost completely Anglicised;
and that its leaders have lost touch to a greaet extent with the very Ireland
they were supposed to represent at Westminster. But the very boldness of the
Sinn Fein campaign recently, especially in East Clare, the nervousness of the
suthorities, end the candid assertion of Mr. de Valera's supporters that the
Sinn Fein policy is ™o make Ireland free and independent," should convince
most Australians that there has beenm a complete ohange in the temper and at~
titude of the Irish people on the question of Home Rule since the suspension
of the Home Rule Act after its enactment, and more especially since thet Eas-
ter wesk and its bloody aftermath. . -

His Grace Archbishop Mannix assuredly speaks the truth and nothing but
the truth ‘when he declares that the rebel leaders sis not die in vain. Much
as we may deplore the Dublin revolution, it would be foolish indeed to deny
that it has had an ewakening effect on the soul of Ireland and that the pre-
sent insistence of a large portion.of the Irish people on Home Rule in the

fullest sense has been the outcome of it. Constitutional methode having feil- |

ed, and conciliation having been tried to the limit without success by the

Irish Parliementary party, it is not to be really wondered at that the young
bloods and hot~hesds of the country should find a larger sudience and follow-
ing. No wonder statesmen view the futdre with alarm, We hope ourselves that

oven at the last moment the Convention may effect a settlement, but we are not :

afgaid to say that if it is ebortive and the next chapter in the story of the
Home Rule struggle is more turbulent than the chapters which preceded it, Mr.
Lloyd George will be much to bleme. TFor it is he - and his advisers - who are
responsible for the conviciion so widespread in Irelend thai, Convention or no
Convention, Ulster is to remain English, that Ireland is to be dismembered,
and that 17 per cent. of the population of Ireland in its north-east corner is
to block indefinitely the nationsl aspirations of the other 83 per cent. of - -
the people. When some people among us ~ they are few, but still they exist. -
marvel at the exasperation and distraction in Irsland over the Ulster attitude,.
they might ask themselves what they would think if, in the proposed liberation
of Poland, the negligible minority of Poles, who may be adherents of the Rus- |
sian Government or the Germen Government, should upon their own insistence be
partitioned off end permitted to retain their former connection with its spec-
jal privileges as ageinst the great mejority of the Polish people? We venture
to say that they would not hear of Russia or Germany meking such an arrange--
merntt. a

|
|
|

In considering the Irish question, the clear vision of quite a number
of excellent folk is sadly affected by the consideration that the Empire is

i
at war. Under such circumstances, they profess to believe that Ireland should I‘

really be contented with any form of settlement that would enable Mr. Lloyd
George to retain the affection of his Ulster friends, and allow England to go
forward with the campaign relieved of this distinctly demoralising semi-
domestic embarrassment. And as for talking of freedom and independence in
connection with Ireland - well, that is black-hearted treachery in the third
degree, even if it is merely badk taste in the case of South Africa. Many
Irish Nationalists who have flocked to the Sinn Fein banner probably would .- !
remind their critics that for nearly forty years they agitated for Home Rule, ‘
which was a peace measure, designed to ameliorate conditions which had become
intolerable. Those conditions are still intolerable. In fact, since the war
began they have become distinctly worse. The bad faith of the English Govern—. .
ment over the Home Rule Act, the Easter happening, the executions and trens-
portations, the promulgation of martiel law, the inecreased texation, the pover-
ty and distress in Ireland - these things are more or less directly connected
with the war, and.there is no sanity in the contention that what could be

(rembdied should
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remedied should not bs remedied while the war is on. If there are men in
Ireland talking of freedom and independence, instead of Home Rule in homeo~
pathic doses, they probably would argue that the whole world is talking in
the same strain - that the British Government itself has declared that it is
fighting for the freedom and independence of the small netions - of which
Irelend is surely one. They might argue, too, thet if this declaration were
truthfully uttered, there is nothing to prevent the English Government from
making an honoursble beginning, by conceding to Ireland what Canade and Aus-
tralia enjoy - instead of saying "Come into Comvention and we will concede
to you whiiever measure you cen &gree upon, " whilst being setisfied in ad-
vence that Ulster will not agree. In this comnection it must in all fairness
be remembered that Ireland has never apsndoned her claim to the status of a
distinct snd independent nation. She has every mark of one, geogrephically,
racielly, end in nationsal idealss Indeed, Ireland might be regerded as &
typicallé emall nation - e nation which has turnished gtat esmen, teachers,
and warriors to the whole worid from time jmporial - a nation which has
never surrendered its language, its customs, its religion, or its ambitions.
Why, the, should Ireland be blamed for pushing her campeign for complete
self-government st a time when her problem has the world's sttention centred
on it, and when the enemies of Iroland's nationality can do least herm?

There cen be no doubt thet the Sinn Fein movement received consider-

able encoursgement from the attitude of the United States of America, when

it asked Englend in very plain terums to settle the Irish question, Mr.Lloyd :

George's proposals were very badly received across the Atlantic, end, in a-
country that ie accustomed to plain speaking, some very plein speaking was
done. Not only is the Home Rule Bill condemned as being quite insufficient
and the proposed Convention as a piece 88 clever trickery, but Mr. Lloyd
George is teken to task for duiling the enthusiasm of America by leaving -
Treladd in much the position of Poland, Servia, or Belgium. Public men in -
the States are declaring that the question of Irtsh Home Rule ceased to be
e domestic affair the moment their Congress declared war. They are claiming
that it is ndw an affair of the United States as well as England, and that
it will continue to plague both England and the United States until their -
respective Governments have squared their deeds to their words. English
statesmen may contest this view, but the fact remains that the Sinn Feiners
have meny enthusiastic supporters in the Great Republic of the Weet , emnd
that they are prosecuting their campaign 3n Ireland fortified by the know-
ledge that Englend must now study Americen opinion. If the situetion in
Irelend were not more than usuelly gtrained and critical, ad if there were
not possibilities of grave trouble, his Eminence Cardinal Logue and the . -
Irish Hierarchy would scarcely have issued their recent manifesto. Yet Mr.
Lloyd George still arranges his Convention and dallies with a question that
cannot wait, whilst the friends of liberty the world over wring their hands .
Tt is indeed strenge that the English Government, which has done many. great
things during the present war, continues to muddle through with the Irish

situstion,
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aond. Octover, 1917. "The Ags, " Melbourne.

IRTSHMEN' 5_DEMONSTRATION.

Disagreement Among Societies.

Mr. M.P. Jagmers, president of the United Irish League, yoesterday
mede the following statement in reference to the meeting of Irish residents -
to be held in the Exhibition Buiiding on 5th. Novemberi-

“The Sinn Fein ur Republicen party is now meking a desperate attempt
+o0 usurp the position long held by the United Irish League as the official -
mouthpiece of the Irishmen of Victoria. That league, heving 37 years of EXEEEK:
successtul service in the Home Rule ceuse to its credit, reiuses 1o surrender
its outpost of the Home Rule army at the demend of a nuwber of youthiul re-
volutionaries of little standing in the commuaiiy. These youtns are Lanaed to-
gether in the Young Irelanu Society. The avsuraiiy of uhe whole situation
created by them is shown by the fact that these youths hired the Exhibition
Building and proclaimed the purpose of their 'monster meeting' withoul even
consulting the Irish citizens of Melbourne, in whose name they professed to
act. As o matter of fact they acquired the idea of & 'monster meeting' with----
limelight effects from the newly-formed Irish National Associstion, a profes~ '
sedly republican body, which had previously expressed its intention of hiring |
the Exhibition for a similar purpose.

"The United Irish League of Victoria is the pet aversion of all such
reactionaries on account of - {1) its defence of the Irish constitut ional
movement; {2) its loyalty to the Commonwealth; (3} its sympathy with the -
cause of the Allies; (4) its efforts to assist in the conciliation of Ulster;
end (5) its refusal, in common with the parent body, to desert the democracies
of the Empire, now engaged in their death struggle with the enemy. The pro-
posed 'monster meeting' at the Exhibition .Building cannot possibly improve
matters, for it will neither influence the Irish party, the British Cabinet
nor the Irish Convention, all of whom have the one object in view. On $he
contrary, it wfll destroy that splendid spirit of unity which prevailed _
amongst the Irishmen of Victoria and their Australien well-wishers, besides re-
acting upon Irish interests gemerally. It is easy to recognise that the per-
gpective of Sinn Feiners resident in Ireland, and unduly influenced by the
lementable incidents following the outbreak in Dublin, would become distorted,
and that it would be much different to those of wider vision living abroad.

wparadoxical as it may seem, the Sinn Fein promoters of the meeting -
are being assisted by such distinctively Catholic societies as the Catholic |
Workers' Association, the Catholic Young Men's Society and the Catholic Federa=
tion. Why such bodies should intrude themselves, for the first time, into the
Irish political arenz for the purpose of assisting in the attack upon the
Irish Parliamentary perty end the constitutional movement is a mystery to
everyone but themselves. The Hibernian Catholic Benefit Society's actionm in -
supporting ¥hEm Sinn Feiners is stranger still, considering that it is pledged
to support Home Rule, and has already selected a delegate to attend at the
oYening of the Irish Parliament. The extraordinary action of these four Catho-

ic societies bocomes furthér inexplicable from the fact that the Catholic
hierarchy of Ireland unenimously support the Irish Convention, and are repre=-
sented thereon by four delegates.

"It can thus be seen that the leaders of the Catholic societies re-
foerred to arse recklessly encouraging Sinn Feiners to flout such convention.
Then again the Melbourne branch of St. Patrick's Society sent its two dele~-
gates to the Sinn Fein conference without even consulting its president, who
is a strong constitutionalist, whilst the executive, or governing body, of the
society is of the same political belief as the president referred to. The
Shamrock Club has also countenanced the Sinn Feiners, though so far as is
known no vote of the whole of the mambers of that club, or of the four Catho~
lic societies referred to, has been taken to justify their respective lead-
ors' action in rushing to the standard of Sinn Fein. It is very evident from
the general mixup of metters, almost smounting to comedy, that many of those
concerned know very little about the difficulties of the Irish political ques-
tion., They have been attracted more by the romance attached to the revolu---
tionary movement rather than by its realities. As all the societies referred
to0 possess an overwhelming proportion of Home Rulers within their ranks their
misguided leaders may yet have to account for their indiscretion. -

The United Irish League is loyally supported in its defence of the -
constitutional movement by the executive of St. Patrick's Society, the Irish
Pipers, the Celtic Club, the Irish National Foresters' Society and the Irish
Hurling Association, and consequently the whole of these bodies =and their re-
spective supporters disavow any connection whatever with the proposed 'mon-
ster meeting of Irish citizens'™ : l
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25th,October, 1917. "Catholic Press," Sydney. Editorial.
'_—_('Sﬁ'sﬁé?rﬁame Rule meeting in Melbourne, Sth.November, 1917).

Tt is true that a small section of Irishmen have endeavoured to block
the movement, snd have gone so for as to engage the support of the venemously
anti-Irish Melbourne "Argus. These objectors call themselves the"United
Irish League" and "the official mouthpiece of the Irishmen of Victoria." The
"l engue" bases that claim on "(1) Its defence of the Irish comstitutional -~
movement; (2) ite loyalty to the Commonwealth; (3) its sympathy with the ---
cause of the Allies; (4) its efforts to assist in the conciliation of Ulster;
and (5) its refusal, in common with the parent body, to desert the democracies
of the Bupire, now engaged in their deadly struggle with the enemy."

Wnile they cleim to have & monopoly of these patriotic virtues, they de-
seribe the friends of Ireland who do not kow-tow to the “"league" ag "revolu-
tionaries." We trust no seli-respecting Irishmen will enter on & controversy
with the old gentlemen concerned, whose egregious vanity has evideutly been
woundei. They declare that no ome will be allowed to usurp the position
which they have so long held, a position which is known only to themselves.
Atter the forthcoming meeting they will discover that they have only the sym-
pathy of the Meloourne vArgus" and vhe people ihe “Argus" represeuts.

We coufess that it has been a surprise to us that of late there was no
active demonstration of Australian sympathy with Irelend. Last year great -
gatherings were held throughout the Commonwealth, and many thousands of
pounds were raised for the relief of distress in Dublin., The Federal Farlia-
ment has since petitioned the King to grant to Ireland her nationel rights..
But that is all. Yet there is no manner of doubi that imterest in everything
that relates to that unhappy country ie parasmount in Auetrelisn thought. The
premier of New South Wakes declared in Dublin the other day that the treat-
ment of Ireland by the English Government "hed in all probability postponed
the intervention of the United Stetes in the war for ome or two years. To - |
continue what Mr. Deviin has called this canker et the heart of the Empire, -
and to leave it without cure will do more to weaken the Empire than anything
else that could happen," It will be seen, therefore, that the question is one |
that intimetely concerns us, and that those who urge its settlement are the . 1
truest friends of democracy and of the Empire. T

It is a vital question, and it is Australia's duty to let English states«
men know that while our sons are dying in the trenches for the freedom of
humanity, Ireland cannot be held in thraldom. Mr. Lloyd George must be told
that when he reminds us of Belgium, Servia, Roumania and Poland, we cammot’
forget Ireland. When Russia had overthrown the Gzar, and freedom dawned upon
the Empire, one of the first questions put to Englend by the revolutionary - -
leaders was in regard to Ireland. And Ireland is the greatest war problen in
America, With Ireland denied self-government and under martial law, Presidant
Wilson has made the difficulties of his position very clear to the BEnglish
Governmont, The few Pecksniffien Irish in the community would have us bury
our heads in the ssnd, but that is not the way to a solution of the question.
By no strategem can the Irish question be brushed aside. Whai Gladstone '1
called "that cloud in the west" appears at the most inopportune moments. The ’
problem must be faced. And fthere is no time like the present, when every
other Power on earth is standing up against Germany for rights of small
natione and of all peoples to govern themselves. Must we remein silent in
regard to Ireland while we weep over the sorrows of the swall nations that |
are under the ruthless heel of Germany? '

We do not forget that the responsibility for the condition of Ireland -
resys not with the English people but with the English oligarchy. The Irish
heve no quarrel with the English people. The democracy of Great Britain has |
time and agsin declared for the liberation of Irelandy but the ruling fami-. '
1ies have been more powerful than the people, and have succeeded so far in !
thwarting their will, It is absurdly contended that any impatience shown by 1
the friends of Irelsnd is a reflection on the Nationalist Party, as if the !
Irish are the only people in the world who are not free to criticise, not to
say chenge, their political leaders. Leaders rise and fall in other lands.-
Why should Ireland be the exception? Everyone acknowledges the good service.: :
rendered by the party in the past; but there can be no denying the fact that ‘
they have got out of touch with the Irish people, and that Ireland has awaken-
ed only in time to save her national interests. . ;

Tt is to be feared thet the Parliamentary Party, with the very bast in--
tentions, sacrificed Irish interests to the interests of the Liberal Govern-
ment. When the Government, fresh fram the polls for thé second time in 1910,
was about to apply itself to the drafting of a Home Rule Bill, the party *
egreed to the request of Lloyd George that the Insurance Bill should have pre- ‘

|
|

cedence, notwithstanding the fact that it was the Irish vots in Ireland and -
' (Great Britain.
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Great Britain which had saved Mr., Lloyd George's budget and his own future..
From this time the situation was mishandled. By its own advisory commitioes,

the Government was recommended to grant Irslend full fiscal autonomy; dbut Mr,- -
Redmond declered that the Nationalists did not expect anything of the kind.
While the Bill was going through the Commons it was so emasculated by the Ulster
discontents and every other crank that it became a mere mockery of self-govern~

" merwt, & sham constitution that no self-respecting people could aceept. Bad as

it was it was hung up with the consent of the Irish Party, until such a time
as the ill~conceived measure could be still further mutilated in the interests
of the irreconcilable minority in Ulster.

The Ulster Unionists were allowed by the Government to organise armed re~
sigtance to Home Rule, to engage in gun-running on an immense scale without
punighment or even prosecution., But when the Nationaliets followed their ex-
ample they were shot down in the streets of Dublin. The Irish party acquiesced
in the dictum of Mr, Asquith, that "the coercion of Ulster is an absolutely un-
thinkable thing,"” which means the abandonment of the essential principles of
majority rule, upon which the politics of the British Empire is based, in order
that the physical force party in Ulster might enjoy a privileged position.
Then when a coalition Government was formed, Sir Edward Carson, the leader of
the Ulster rebels, who a few months before had been dining with the Kaiser, was
appointed Attorney-Genersl of England}

Was it any wonder thet many of the Irish people came to the conclusion-
that the constitutional movement had exhausted its possibilities, and that con-~
sequently & revolution broke out in Dublin? Whet followed did not tend to en-
courage the Irish people to restore confidence in the present English Govern---
ment. Very few Englishmen can be found nowadays to defend the Maxwell reg:.me. '

Then came the plot to partition Ireland, in which Mar. Redmond and his followers:

unfortunately were involved. It is quite clear that it is not the Irish people

|
.
|

who have abandoned the comstitutional principle, but the Lloyd George Goverament,!

for if they had been faithful to constitutionalism Ireland would have had a -
full measure of Home Rule long ago. o

Even now the Governmemt is once more pledged to violate the constitutional
principle, inasmush as they have detlared that even if a majority of the dele~--
gates at the Conventiom should decide in favour of Home Rule for ell Ireland,
no matter how large the majority may be, the recommendetion will not be put into !
operation as long as the minority of Ulster Unionists - the minority of a
minority - hold out for exclusion. That is the position of affairs in Ireland
today. The Convention, it should be remembered, wes nominated by the Govern=
ment and not elected by the people, and there is ground to suspect that the ob-
ject is to fool Ireland and the friends of Ireland throughout the wotld. For
this, if for no other reason, Australia should make her voice heard distinctly
and bring much-needed pressure on the Government and the Convention. We can
show, at any rate, that we are not hoodwinked, and that we understand the posi-
tion. The Australian peopls would not stand such treatment from an outside
Government, nor would any other people in the world whose civilisaiion has gone
beyond the stage of serfdom. Imagine a Federal Constitution druwn up for Aus-
tralia by & body nominated from Downing Street, and so fremed as to meet the
wishes of a small alien minority in the couniry? Or think of the liberty of
the Commonwesnlth depending on the whims of an insignificant minority of its -
settlers! We expect great things from the Melbourne meeting, end we feel sure
thet it will only be the first of meny similer demonstrations in Australia and
New Zealand,
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8th. November, 1917. "The Catholic Press", Sydney.
GREAT HOME RULE MEETING.
IN MELBOURNE.

The great Home Rule meeting, which created so much excitement was held
on Monday evening (S5th.Novembsr) at the Richmond Racecourse. Ever eince the -’
meeting was projected the foes of Ireland attempted to stop it. The "Argus"-
tried hard to create a split between the United Irish League and the other Mel-
bourne organisations of Irishmen, and the Orange section after feiling in an
offort to have the meeting prohibited, brought pressure 1o bear upon tﬁe
trustees of the Exhibition Building, which had been engeged for the evening.

On Thursday a deputation of Orangemen, including Dr. Leeper, Dr.Rentoul,
Aldermen Cabena end O.R. Snowball interviewed the Premier (Sir Alexander Pea-
cock), and urged that he should take steps to prevent the meeting. They said
thet they would wait on the Exhibition trustees later in the day, eand if neces~
sary they would ask the Federal authorities to prohibit the meeting under the
War Precautions Act regulations. Sir Alexander Peacock said thet the applica-
tion should be made to the Exhibition trusiees. .

After walting in a room neer the trustess' office for nearly an hour
the deputation, as maembers afterwards stated, was informed by the trustees that
it gould not be admitied to the meeting, as an application by the other side -
had been refused. Something more was conveyed +0 the visitors, which they de-
clined to state, but they made no- secret of the fact that they were well satis=
fied, and one of them declared that there would be no meetiug on the Sth.inst. |

At ‘a later stage the secretary of the trustees ennouncea that they hea |
decideu to cancel the contraci for tie use of the puilding in tne Sth.inst. |

Heving feiled to secure the use of the Exhibitaon Suliding ror holding |
a meeting to discuss the discuss the Irish situstion, the executive supervis-- |
ing the arrangements on behalf of the several organisations interedted, decided
to hold a demonstration on Monday night on tne Richmond rececourse. A depute~ |
tion from the Irish societies waited on Mr. John Wren, lessee of the Richmond |
racecourse, on Friday, and reguested perml.ssion to use the course for the meet- '
ing. They submitted a copy. of the resolutions proposed to be prewented to the
meeting., Mr. Wren granted the request. ' . »

The next incident wes the clearing up of the misunderstanding between .
the United Irish League end the Young Ireland Party. The League explains that |
the first misunderstanding occurred because the Young Ireland Society had not ‘
consulted the Archbishop or the Irish societies prior to launching the proj ect.
The old time rule of preliminary conferences, followed so successfully by the
pioneer Irighmen of Victoria, had in this case, and for the first time, been '
deperted from, and with deplorable results. The League recognises that, primar-
ily through the good offices of Archbishop Mennix, & considerable modification
of the original terms of the thres resolutions to be proposed to the meeting !
has been mede by the representatives of the societies concerned. Such modifica-
tion now brings them so close to the opinions held by the Irish Parliementary
Party that, as iis local representetive, the United Irish League, sees no ob-
jection to them. o

Speaking at St. Jemes' Presbytery, North Richmond, his Grace the Arch-
bishop said: The Exhibition trustees in solemm conclave came to the sapient -
conclusion that to hold the proposed meeting would lead to great bitterness,
end they cancelled the arrangement that had been made for the use of the build-
ing. Some of those who were snxious to avoid bitterness have the use of the
Town Hall to the Protestant Federation, one of whose plenks was to exclude
every Catholic from Parliement and every public position, as far as poesible.

Phe resclution of the trustees of the Exhibition Building was unenimously |
edopted by those who were present, and he hoped that fact would be remembered.
The mesting was going to be held in spite of the trustees. If the decision of
the trustees was e fair sample of their intelligence they were not fit to be -
trustees of a Punch end Judy show. From some of them he did not expect amy--.
thing else, as they were Orsngemen or well known to be sympathisers with Orange-
men, However, there wers others who did not pose as Orangemen Or sympathisers
with Orangemen, and he regretted to say that some of those had just as much
backbone in them as a stick of boiled asparagus. The trustees had done a silly
and futile thing. When the meeting was over they would look possibly gillier
than they did now. What had happened would not help recruiting very much.
People who had been hustled out of the Exhibition Building would not be very
anxious to go and listed to the same people on the recruiting platform.

The Meeting On Richmond Racecourse.

Though the night was cold end unpromising, a crowd, estimeted at

60,000, gathered ot the Richmond Racecourse on Monday evenilgesess wggz;hgrch-
L Te
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bishop Man?lx moun?ed No. 1 stand as cheirman at 8 o'clock there was a strong
demonstration in his favour. Two mounted troopers and a body of foot police
forced a passage through a cheering crowd for the Archbishop to reach the plat-
form. The visiting clergy from all parts of the State inciluded Bishop Foley, of
Ballarat, who, with the sdministrator of the Cathedral (Rev.Father J. Barryi
accompanied Dr. Mannix to the platform. f

. Dr. Mannix, who was received with cheers, addressed the audience as

Men and women of Australia, and friends of Ireland every one," end said that.
they were present first to vindicate the .right of free speech, . There was a
faction here, as there was in Irelan@, which, for political purposes, would be
glad to stifle every opinion but their own. The men snd women of Australia
@ad given their answer that nigh?.- They had been asked pertinently that morn-
ing whether they had changed their attitude since the meeting was projected.
They had not changed their sentiments in the least nor the expression of them -~
by one iota. Their original purpose was to stand behind one of the small
netions = Ireland. They had been called upon over and over again in the recent
past to rush to the rescue of Belgium and other small nations, but there was
one of the small netions whose wrongs they would not be allowed even to discuss |
if the political party he had referred to were to have its way. Through that ‘
influence those present hed been turned out of the Exhibition Building. There
was enother nation whose ecars were deeper than Belgium's scars. There was
another nation that they feared might still remain in slavery and servitude
when the Peace Conference had righted the wrongs of Belgium. That was one of
the reasons for their gathering, and encther was that the present condition of
Irelsnd was a standing disgrace to the whole British Empire. It had made Eng-
land and the Empire the laughing stock of the nations, and even the Russians
were able to cast opprobrium in their faces. What was the Fmpire thal they
heard so much about? Did it belong to England alone, or Scotland alone, or did
eny part of it, or any of its achievements, belong to Ireland and the Irish
people? He would answer in the words of oné of the greatest soldiers Englend
over possessed - an Irishman, of course - the late Sir William Butler. Of the
British Empire Sir Willism Butber said: "If it had not been for the blood, I
brein and brawn which Ireland had given to England, neither Englend nor her - -
Fmpire would be what she is today. I doubt, indeed, if the Empire as distinctw-i
from Englend would have any existence at all.” They could echo another passage,
"Ireland has seldom been thanked for her work," and another sentence approprisate ..
to them that night was, "It is time for Ireland to think of giving service to-
herself.," They wers told that they were raising strife in Australia, end that
Trishmen were raising strife all over the Empire, and they were asked by certain
plausible people to give them time - after hundreds of years they wanted a few
days - and everything would be well. According to Englishmen they should wait
and see. Ireland was tired of waiting, because during the years of waiting she
had been depopulated, her harbours emptied, her trade ruined, her people séatter=
ed, snd her life-blood had been flung away. He was convinced that the people {
who told them to wait were opposed to Home Rule now, end if the war was over
would snap their fingers at the Irish people. ‘ '

His strong advice to the Irish people was to say, "Now or never." They
hed an opportunity now that they were not likely io have again, and whichthey
would certeinly have forfeited when the war was over. If they did not get Home
Rule during the war they had faint hope of getting it when England was out of
her present difficulties. But, it was said, is not a Convention sitting in
Irelond? That Convention was 8 sign and symbol of the bankruptcy of British
gtatesmanship. Because they were afraid to face, as they should heve faced, ~ -
one little corner of Ireland in the north-east, with which they were so familiar,
they had been peddling with the question, and failed to solve it. They told the
Irish contending parties to go into convention and settle smongst themselves - -
the form which Home Rule should take. The people who had sent them to that
Convention had a shrewd suspicion that nothing would come from it, snd would not
have called it but for President Wilson end the people of America. It was
America's price for coming into the war, and he hoped that Proesident Wilson and
the people of America would see Home Rule through, in spite of the opposition.
The driving power of that Convention was not within the walls around the Con~
vention, but was out in the hillsides of Ireland smongst those people that -
called themselves Sinn Feiners. ' '

Here in Australia they had not the least idea what Sinn Fein meant. It
simply meant that the Irish Pecple were aiming not at revolutlon, but to have'
government of Ireland by the Irish people in the interests of Ireland. They
were determined that Ireland was no longer to be ruled by Englishmen and in the
interests of England, because when any question regarding Ireland turned up
the determining factor in the minds of the powers was, "Will this serve the
interests of the British Empire?" The men of Engkand Iroland today were detor-

mined that the paremount consideration in the judgment of every question
E (should be
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("Catholic Press", 8/11/17 ~ 3)

should be, did it or did it not serve Ireland?" It is the same principle you
have hers," said Dr. Mannix. "You are Simm Feiners, the more luck to you."
Australin was first. He knew it would be said that it was sedition, and that
he was disloyal. He was glad that his type of loyalty was different from that °
of his critics, He was glad that his loyalty to the Empire, such as it was,
did not prevent him from being loyal in the first place to Austmalis, his adopi-
ed country, and to Ireland, the land of his birth. Australians, as Sinn Feiners,
could sympethise with those in Ireland who were determined to wrsst, if they
could, the government of the country from English hands, and to set up in Ire-
laend people who would govern Ireland with Irish ideals and wikhxX for Irish in-
terests. Ireland in the recent past last her opportunity. Mr. Redmond had the
ball =t his féet and lost the game. Has Mr. Redmond teken the stand of his
predecessor {C.S. Parnell), he (Dr. Mannix) believed that long before now that
stain would heve been wiped out, and Ireland and Englend would have been saved
the tragedy of Easter Week. If the Convention succeeded, and he prayed it would,
the reason of its success would be because those at the Convention knew, and
wero made to feel, that if they came to an agreement thet did not give satis- -.
faction to the Irish people, they, no longer slaves, would tear it into scraps.
If the agreement was satisfactory, he, at =ll events, would go down to his grave
thanking Easter Week abd those responsible for it. But if the Convention did
not succeed, or failed to arrive at an agreement satisfactory to Irdlend, what
then? His advice to theln was to shake the dust off their feet in the British
Parlisment, and try to do what they could to build up the Irish nation without
any reference whatever to Westminster. The tragedy of Easter Week had not been
lost to Ireland, though she had lost some of her bravest, best and most bril-
lient sons., Jreland had knelt over their graves, and a new soul had ehtered
into the country. She was claeiming that Ireland should not be thrown on the
fiissecting table of the British Parliament, and that the Derk Rosaleen of all
her years should not be carved in sections in order to please the miserable
rabble in the north-east. "God Save Ireland" was sung as Dr. Memnix resumed
his seat.

L2
Mr. D.G, Carter, president of the Young Ireland Society, moved the
first motiop as follows: -
' That, wherees Great Britain is'the guardien end chempion of small---
nations, and whereas she and her Allies have entered upon the presemt war
in Europe to vindicate, against the might of an alien aggressor, the right
of small nations to live their own lives, this mass meeting of Irish-Aus-
trelians requests that the rights of the Irish nation be acknowledged and
respected, and that, in the event of the failure of the Irish Convention
now sitting, duly accredited representetives of Irelend be invited to any
Internetional Conference which may assemble to end the present war, and to
provide for lasting and universel peacs. '
- Mr, T. Finnegan, of Sale, seconded the motion...... The thunders of
assent could be heard a mile away. * . \
Mr. E. Adems, president of the Catholic Workers Associstion, moved the"I
second motion as follows:
That this meeting of Irish-Australians stands for an undivided Ire- |

lend, and protests against any proposal that would place any part of Ire-
land outside the control of the Irish Parliament which we hope and pray
may be soon opened in the capital of Ireland. |
Mr. T. Landrigen, of the Irish National Foresters, seconded the motion.
The motion was carried unanimously. .
The Rev. Father Merner, of Mansfield, moved the third motion, as under:
Thet this mass meeting of Irish-Ausiralians requests the British
Government, the representatives of a Christian people, to grant permission for
the exhumation of the remeins of the victime of the Dunlin tragedy of Easter
Week, 1916, so that they may be given Christien burisl in consecrated ground.
This was carried in silence,




(Note: The following quotation is taken from the book "Archbishop Mannix" by
Cyril Bryan. It refers to the fidxk second Australian referendum on conscrip=
tion, which was taken on 20tn.December, 1917) .

Prime Minister Hughes' Manifesto to the Australian Soldiers Serving Abroad.

Soldiers of Australia:- :

Australia is entering upon what promises to be a very bitter fight to
secure the necessary reinforcements for our four divisions. The Government has
submitted to the electors a proposel which is moderate, but effective, and you
will be asked to vote upon it. :

The Government appeals to you to vote in the affirmative. It declares
to you that the voluntary recruiting system has feiled to produce the requisite
number of reinforcements. Voluntarism has feiled end it cannot now be looked
upon to supply the dteady stream of recruits required to keep your battalions
at effective strength on General Birdwood's estimate.

The Government considers that, with authority to reise 7000 men per
month by compulsory ballot, to the extent that voluntarism fails to supply that
number, it can maintain this flow of recruits, which is necessary, but without
that power will not continue +o shoulder the responsibility with which you en~

drusted it when you placed it in power on a straight out-and-out "win-the-war®..
policy. .
It considers this power essential to the good government of the country,
and the fulfilment of its obligatiom %o the Empire. If you refuse to endorse
its policy on this quesiion, then it will have no option but to hand over the
reins of government to the extremists who are opposing it in this fight. These
extremists ‘have already made their policy clear. : -
Archbishop Mennix, who has assumed the position of leader of the Govern-
ments opponents in this fight, has preached sedition in and out of season. You
who are neer the vortex of world effairs know what Sinn Fein means. You know
its disloyalty, its insatieble hatred of Britain. Yet Dr. Mennix declared:
You in Australis are Sinn Feiners, and more luck to you." e
The Simm Fein, which has gotten German gold to ao Germany's dirty work,

declared that every men who wears xhaki is & traitor. Dr, Mannix, owing %o his- i

episcopal position, holds e commission in His Majesty's forces as Chaplain-
General, but, in his anxiety to escape the stigma which this commission would
place upon him in the eyes of the Sinn Feiners, he declared recently that peo-
ple need not worry themselves about his disgrace and obloquy, as he had not a
wmifomm to wear. -
Tt is Dr. Mannix who, now that Britain has sei her back to the wall,
and is fighting for her existence against the enemies of liberty end democracy,
declares that Ireland would seize her opportunity and strike for independence.
His disloyal utterences have moved prominent Catholics in Austrelia to public
protest, Mr. Justice Heydon, whom you 2ll know by repute, declares that Dr.
Mannix has proved himself to be, "not only disloyal as a man, but untrue to
the teaching of & Church of which he should be the guerdian." -
Mr. Justice Duffy, of the High Court, eand Sir Thomas Hughes, both

prominent Catholics, have followed Justice Heydon in his defence of the loyalty !

of Cotholics generally. They protest against the Archbishop endeavouring to
"1ead his flock along the path of sedition.”

Behind Dr. Meannix are arrayed the Independent Workers of the World
and the reckless extremists responsible for the recent strike, the pacifists,
and the pro-Germens. It is this type of mmanx men who are urging you io vote
"No" on this referendum. Think what they stend for.

The passionate loyalty which led you to risk your lives so willingly
can have nothing in common with this hatred of the Empire. Behind the "No"
cempaign are all the Sinn Fein, T.W.W., and anti=-British influences in our
midst. What they urge you to do is what Germany would wish you to do. Refuse
to play Germany's game. Vote "Yes." '

W.M. HUGHES.

Note: 1. The result of the referendum was:-
Yes PRI N N B » ...1’015,159
NOV 'EE N ENR N N LN .l-1’181’747.

2. Mr. Justice Duffy (Frank) was 8 son of Charles Gavan Duffy of "The
Nation."
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28th, February, 1918. "The Advocate," Mglbourne. (Cathol:.c waakly)

At the half~-yearly meeting of the Irish National Ass@ciation, Melbournae,
held recently, the following resolution was adopted:

"That this mesting of the Irish National Association, representing
Irigh public opinion of this Stete, demands the exhumation and restoration
to their kindred of the Irishmen shot during and afiter the insurrection in
Ireland in 1916, by order of the British courts meértial,

28th, February, 1918. "The Daily Standard,® Brisbane,

At a meeting of the Irish National Association of Queenslend, rapresent-
ing Irish public opinion in this State, and in conjunction with our Associa-
tion in New South Wales and Victoria, demands the exhumation and restoretion
to thelr kindred of the bodies of the Irishmen shot during and after the in----
surrection in Irsland in 1916 by order of British courts-martial. And we ex-
press abhorrence at the action of a so-called Christian Government in refusing
40 do so,

6th, March, 1918. "The Worker," Sydney. (Secular weekly). Excerpt from léader.

The case for Ireland is IRREFUTABLE. It is established by the struggles
end sacrifices of genmerestions; by a long line of martyrs and heroes; by the -
insistent demand of a people whom no persecutiona have intimiflated or silences.
But the diplomats comprising the Peace Conference will not permit that case to
move them. To do so would jeopardise the Balance of Power - that evil crea-
vion of their secret diplomacy, which the League of Nations is not going to-- -
supersede, . but merely to disguise. So it will be discovered that the Irish
problem 1s none of the world's business, but just = 1little household difficulty
which England must be left to deal with in the way that seems to her best.

And the devil of hypocrisy will hover over the Peace Conference with & smile
upon his face.

I do not doubt that Irelend will win. But it won't be with the assisi---
ance of the diplomats in Paris. No. She will win because alreedy SHE HAS -~
SELF¥-DETERMINED HER DESTINY; and because her own gemius and courage, backed by -
the sympethy of awakening milliona in every land, will sufi‘ice for the consum-
mation of her cause.

H.E. B. (H.E. Boate).

25th. April, 1918. "Catholic Press," ' -
" At a meeting of the Sydney Labour Council, ¥r. E.E. Judd, Secretary of

the Municipal BEmployees Union, moved: "That a cable be sent to the Prime Mini-
ster (Mr. Lloyd George) stating that, as the enforcement of eomscription in
Ireland would be unjust and calculated to create grave complications, the
Sydney Labout Council respectfully urges your Government to recomsider its
decigsion.” The motion was carried unanimously.

30th., April, 1918. "The Deily Stendard," Brisbane.

A big meeting of protest ageinst the imposition of conseription in Ire—
land was held last night in Centennial Hall, Brisbane. Senator Myles Ferricks,
emonget others, spoke., Mr. (later Semator) J.S. collings, an Engliehman,
called for three cheprs for Sinn Feiniam.

26th, May, 1918. "The Daily Mirror," Sydney. (Excerpt from special article).

"Is there such a thing es Sinn Fein in Australia? The question was dis-
cussed recently in the Sunday Mirror, and interest in it has been revived by-
the disclosures recently made regarding another pro-Germau plot in Ireland. -

"The general opinion appeers to be that Simnn Fein, as an organised body,
does not exist in the Commonwealth, although there are umdoubtedly individusal
sympathisers with the objects and ideals of the Irish body.

"There are unquestionadbly organised bodies of Irish Nationalists, who
heve striven,with their fellow-countrymen in Ireland, for the attainment of
the Irish smbition of autonomy, which has been the aim of the majority of
Irishmen for over & century. They must not, however, be confused with the
disloyal, lawless section which has figured so prominently in recent events,
and they repudiate and resant any attempt to associate them with that body."

19th. August, 1918. "Daily Telegraph,” Sydney.

An interview with Mr. Hughes (Prime Minister of Australis) appears in
the Rome "Ideal Natiocnale." He stttes that one of the essentlal peace terms
is the freeing of the Trentino end Triests from the tyranny of Austria. Unless
the right of self-determination is established for subjed races, all the
sacrifices will have been in vain,
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any were to say to him et was to be the hope of Treland he would reply "the
indomitable spirit of the race.” He edded that he was not an optimist with
regard to the Peace Conference.




rd

, .o . COPY,
CONNRAD AONTUIGTE ne nGAEDEAL,

{United Irish League}

Victorisn Branch,
Australasian Division,
C/o Celtic Club,
62 Swenston Street,
HELBOURNE.

Dear Sir,- ‘May lst, 19?8.

I weg to intorm you thet the Uunited Irish Leagus has now
completed its arrangements for the holding of another "VICLIGRIAN
IRISH CONVENTION," which will be held at the Cathedrel Hall,
Brunswick Street, Fitzroy, at 8 p.me., on Friday, the 10th. May.
The following will be the composition of the assembly:-

Cheirman: His Grace the Archblishop of Melbourna.
Supplementary: The Bishaps of the Victorian Provmnoe
and the Members of the Diocesan Council.

SOCIETY DELEGATES.

"

Four from each of the 12 Irish National Societies, and
and 4 from each of the 3 Catholic Associations, 10 from the
Secular Clergy, 10 from the Regulars, 8 from the Religious
Brotherhoods, and 5 from the Catholic Press.

o METROPOLITAN DELEGATES.

To be selected from all classes of Irishmen, but
limited to those who have hitherto taken & sympethetic interest
in Irish affairs. The classes alluded to are the University,
the Learned Professions, Science and Art, Mercantile and In-
dustrial Pursuits, as well as Political, Municipal, and
Social Groups, all without distinction of creed.

COUNTRY DELEGATES.

« Invitations will be sent throughout the State to sur-
viving members of previous Conventions, and to those of every
class who have more recently identified themselves with Irish
affairs. We have advertised in the columns of the "Advocate"
end "Tribune"” that any country district desirous of sending
Delegat es may do so, and that the names and addresses should be
gsent to us before the 6th inst. GCards of admission will then
be issued to the persons so nominated., As far as we can at
present judge, the Convention will probably consist of at least
250 members.

The subjeets for discussion are:-

(1) The Conscription of Ireland; ‘

(2) Consideration of the Home Rule scheme to be sub-
mitted by the British Cabinet.

(3) The restoration of unity amongst local political
groupa hitherto divided on the Irish questiom.

If you are agreeable to attend the Convention and thus
help on the cause, will you please send us your full name and
address, not later than the 7th inst., and we ghall forward a
card of sdmission. If you wish to nominate another person, of
whose attendance and sympathy you are certain, please advise us
accardingly.

With the fraternal greetings of the United Irish League,
I am, Sir,
. Yours faithfully, -
M.P. JAGEURS,
President..

——d
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REGULATIONS GAZETTED UNDER THE WAR PRECAUTIONS ACT

to
CONTROL SINN FEIN

and to
PROHIBIT ADVOCACY OF IRISH INDEFENDENCE.

(1918)
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REGULATIONS MADE UNDER THE WAR PRECAUTIONS ACT
( AUSTRALIA) DIRECTED AGAINST SINN FEIN AND THE
ADVOCACY OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF IRELAND.

(Title not official) ‘
THEY WERE PUBLISHED IN THE COMMONWEALTH GOVERN-} ;
MENT "GAZETTE" ON 28th. MARGH, 1918. ’ -

Any person who by word of mouth, or in writing,
or by any act or deed - {a) advocetes, incites or en~
courages disloyelty or hostility to thse British Empire,
or the cause of the British Empire; during the war; or
(b) edvocates the dismemberment of the British Empire, or
who says or does anything calculated to incite, encourage,
or assist such disloyalty or hostility, shall be guilty
of an offence against the Act,.

" Any person who wears or displays any badge, flag,
banner, emblem, or symbol purporting to be the badge, flag,
beanner, emblem, or symbol of a country with which the King
is now at war, or of any body or association which is dis-
affected to the British Empire, or the society, association,
or movement known as Sinn Fein, shall be guilty of an of-
fence against the Act.

The Minister may by order in writing direct that
any premises used as a place of public resort, or as a club,
the use of which in his opinion is prejudicial to public
safety or the defence of the Commonwealth, shall be kept
closed, sither altogether or during such. hours, or for such
purposes as are specified by him, and if the premises are
kept open in contravention of such direction, the occupier
or person having control of the premises shall be guilty of
an offence againgt the Act.

Where any premises have been c¢losed in pursuance
of this regulation the occupier or person having control of
the premises shall not occupy or control other premises as
a place of public resort, or entertainment, or as a club,
without the consent of the Minister. '

Any officer 8f police, ang any person authorised in

writing by the Minister, may, for the purpose of enforcing

the provisions of this regulation, enter, if need by force,
and search and occupy any premises in relation to which a
direction has been given,
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THE IRISH.- INTERNEES

in
DARLINGHURST GAOL, SYDNEY

1018-19.

Sitting -~ L to R:s Edmund McSweeny, Maurice Dalton,
Albert T. Dryer and Thomas Fitzgerald; )
Standing - L to R: Willlam MacGuinness, Francis J.

MacKeown, Michael MacGing, and William J. Fegan.
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THE INTERNMENTS.

The report by Mr. Justice Harvey sets out most of the salient facts con-
nected with this event, A few other relevant documents are enclosed. .

It was known in 1915 that the Irish National Association was under police
surveillsnce. The first overt moves in the episode were not made until March,
1918, when the raids commenced on the homes of same of the members in New South
Wales, Victoria and Queensland.

On the 25th. March, 1918, members of the military eandof the civil detec-
tive forces entered the homes of the president of the I,N.A. (Mr. John Sheehy},
the honourary secretary (Mr. Alvert Dryer), in Sydney, Hrs. Mary Weber (mother
of the latter) in Lithgow (100 miles from Sydney) end Mr. Williem Muir, in
Sydney. Various books, letters and other documents were confiscated.

The office of the I.N.A. was raided on the 23rd and 24th May, 1918, and
the register of members nemes, card index system, butts of receipt books, as
well as other documents connected with the Irish Relief Fund were seized.

On the latter date, the homes of the following members of the I.N.A.
were entered and material seized:~ lMessrs. W. MacGuinness, E. lcSweeny, M.
McGing, Jos.h. Murphy, T. 0'Dea, T. Neylon, P. O'Halloran, Jas. Brennan, T. Mee
and J. McVeigh. The home of Mr. G.P., 0'Connor, ireasurer of the Asscciation,
wes raided on the 25th. May/ . -

In Melbourne the homes of Messrs. M. Dalton, Yim. Butler, F.J. MagKukoxs
MacKeown snd T. Clarke, end in Brisbene the home of Mr. T. Fitzgerald were all:
similerly raided. ) C

A few days latér, Mr. Albert Dryer was called before a stipendiasry magis-
trate to be interrogeted, in camera, regarding the activities of the I.N.A.,
the existence of Sinn Fein in Australia and Irish activities generally. The
results were, of course, barren.

The arrests of the seven membgrs of the Assoclation were efiected on the
17th. June, 1918, They were lodged in a wing of the gaol hospital (converted
for the purpose) in Darlinghurst Gaol, Sydney. Mr. William J. Fegen, of Bris-
bane, who had been in the Gaol since the previous December and Mr. Michael

Kiely, of Warrnambool, Victoria, who arrived at the end of June, were associat-.

ed with them. , .
The matter was referred by the Government to Mr. Justice John Musgrave

Harvey to conduct en inquiry into the affair. This began on Tth. August, 1918,
and lasted until the end of that month. The report was submitted to the
Government in September by Judge Harvey. The Government decided not to re-
leage the prisoners. .

The wer having terminated on the llth.November, 1918, six of the I.R.B.
men, Messrs. Wm. MacGuinness, E. MeSweeny, M. McGing, T. Fitzgerald, F.J.
MacKeown and M. Dalton, together with Mr. W.J. Fegan, were released on 19th.
December, 1918. Mr,. Michael Kiely was released in Jamuery, 1919 and Mr.
Altert Dryer on 1lth. February, 1919. -

Excesdingly great public interest was created by the arrestsy hot only
in Australia but in countries ambroad. Very much space was accorded to the
gvent by the whole of the public press of Australis. (A few brief notices are-
appended hereto). Many public meetings were held in the cities. For the sup-
port of the dependants of the internees & public fund was opened in Sydney and
g sum exceeding £1,400 was collected. vl e

" On 26th. June, 1918, His Grace, Archbishop Mannix, stated in Melbourne--
gt 2 public function that his whole heart and soul was with the Irish National
Association which he congratulated upon its shand. He was cheered for several
minutes for his reference to the internees.

It was definitely known that at one stage the Government contemplated

bringing a charge of high treason against Albert Dryer. The Crown Prosecutor,-

Mr. A.G. Relston, K.C., also elluded to the matter before Judge Harvey. -
A number of young men in Australia were anxious to give military service

to Treland. After Seam O Deorain (John Doran) reached America, he correspond«

od with Albert Dryer with regard to this project, but it was found not to be

fecsible in the circumstances.

{A,T. Dryer,
Polding Street,
Bossley Fark,
New South Wales).
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20th. June, 1918. "The Daily Telegraph," Sydney.
AN IRISH REFUBLIC.

AIMS OF A BROTHERHOOD.

Association Alleged To Be A Cloek.
Acting-Prime Minister's Statement.

- m— e r——

yelbourne, Wednesday (19/6/18)/— "It has recently come to the knowledge - E
of the Government,™ MNr Watt said to-night, "that an Australien division of l
the organisation known as the Irish Republican Brothergood has been formed in- !
Australia., S

"This body has been secretly and systematicelly orgenised, and its object
is the establishment of an Irish Republic, indspendent of Britain, during the
war. An emissary inaugurated the movement in Austrelia, and then withdrew to
another country, from which his efforts have since been directed.

vpart of the plan of the organisation was to enrol volunteers, who were
to be despatched from Australia to America, and thence to Ireland, to aid en
armed revolution. The orgsnisation in America was in touch with Germany, and
money for hostile purposes was remitted from Australia,

"The members of this brotherhood in certain cases have been active
forces in the Irish National Association.

"Whilst the declared objects of this association are quite consistent
with loyalty and the employment of constitutional principles and methods, it
is clear from some branch rgports that sinister attempts have been made by
the republican extremists to pervert these objects.

“These extremists have been using the Irish National Association as a
cloak, apparently without the knowledge of the bulk of the members of that .-
association. ) -

"The facts having been ascertained and carefully comsidered, the Govern-
ment decided to take prompt and decisive action this week. It simultaneously
arrested seven of the ringleaders in this conspiracy and interned them. For
the fuller inf%rmation of the people, and in the interests of justice, a pub-
lic inquiry, as prescribed by the War Precautions Regulations, and presided
over by a judge, will be held. While the Government foels that it should
inform the people of its action and the reasons taken for the precautionary
stops taken, it wishes to assure them that there is no occasion for alarm."

27th, June, 1918. "The Catholic Press," Sydney.

A considerable sensation was ceused on Thursdey by e statement meds to
the press on the previous evening by the Acting-Prime Minister, that "an Aus-
tralien division of the Irish Republican Brotherhood had been formed," end
had “been secretly and systematically organised; and its object was the
ostablishment of an Irish Republic independent of Britein." The Prime Minis~-
teor added that the Covernment had “simulteneously arrested seven of the xkgh~
‘ringleaders of this conspiracy and interned them." Later on, Mr. Watt pro-
hibited the publicatinn of the names of the interned men, or any comments on
the charges until such time as "a pudlic inquiry, @&s prescriived vy thes War
Precautions Act, and presided over by a judge, would be held." Every fair=..
minded citizen who has hed experience of the dreadful prejudice against ac-
cused persons caused by sensational and partisan newspapers will commend the
setion of the Acting-Prime Minister; but, with all due respect due to the
Minister, it seems to us that he has himself cormitted the offences which he
has striven to avoid.

For in the statement which he has published broadcast he alleged that
the "plen of the organisation was to enrol volunteers who were to be de-
spatched from Australia to America, and thence to Ireland to zid armed re-
volt. The organisation in America was in touch with Germeny, and money for
hostile purposes was remitted from Austrelia." We submit that these state-
ments, according to the wise rule laid down by Mr. Watt, should have been -
withheld until the trisl, for they are certainly calculated to create pre~
judice against the accused in the minds of those who will later have to deal
with them. In these heated times, how many persons will realise that the
above statements are not "facts" until they have been produced by witnesses
in the presence of the accused, who will then have the right of cross-examin-
ing and rebutting the charge.

Then we have the Irish National Association dragged into the charges,
slthough Mr, Watt admits that only "in certain cases" were the members of the
brotherhood connected with the I.N.A. According to the daily press, one of
the accused has been connected with the University; but, as far as we know,

1

(this institution.
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this institution has not been implicated. The Irish National Associmtion has
certainly a just cause of complaint against the introduction of its name into
this matter. - . e

~ We also think that the highly-coloured account of the Irish Republican
Brotherhood in connection with the Easter week "insurrection," which appeared in
Saturday's Melbourne and Sydney dailies, should have been prohibited. We can
gauge from these comments how wise Mr. Watt is in preventing discussion of the ¢
pendinh charges. We are quite satisfied that, given a free rein, there are -
journalists in Australia who would be quits capable of curdling the blood of our
citizens with lurid accounts of the terrible risks we have escaped, in spite of
the Acting-Prime Minister's assurance that there "is no occasion for alarm.”

The men who were arrested will suffer, but we must not leave their families
without bread. So, until such time as the inquiry is held, we will be glad-to
receive suvscriptions for the support of those dependent on them. BSuch subscrip-
tions will be acknowledged in the "Catholic Press.,” -

29th. June, 1918. "The Advocate," Melbourns.

4th, July, 1918. ™"Sydney Morning Herald."

Quite a sensation was caused in Melbourne last week when it became known -~
that arrests had been made under the War Precautions Act of seven persons, who,
according to the Prime Minister, are accused of being members of e society that
has been guilty of intriguing with the enemy. We are not allowed to give the
names, though we may state that the seven arrests are spread over the whole Cam~
wealth. The men srrested in Melbourne belong to an Irish society the declared
objects of which, as stated by the Prime Minister, “are quite consistent with -
loyalty snd«the employment of constitutional principles and methods." The wife
of one of the interned men assures us that there is absolutely no grounds for ac-
cusing her husband of being engaged in any practices inconsistent with the de~-
clarsd cbjects of the society. Mr. Watt says "there is no occasion for alarm.”
This, of course, mesns that the conspiracy =~ if there is & conspiracy, which has
not been proved - has not spread to any extent., We should be very glad to find
that the whole thing is, as we believe it to be, a false alerm; and in the in-~
terests of the law-abiding Irish citizens of the Commonwealth, who have proved,
and are proving, their loyalty to the Empire, it is to be hoped that the inquiry
pramised by the Acting Prime Minister will proceed without further delay, and
will be thorough and searching.

J
|

" fomilies of the seven men who were recently interned by the Federal Government--

INTERNED IRISH -

ALLEGED CONSPIRACY.
DR. MANNIX WANTS MEETING OF PROTEST.

The Irish national bodies have opened a fund to provide comforts for the

for alleged complicity in the movement to found the.Irish Brotherhood in Aus-
tralia. The sum already subscribed includes £25 from the Irish National Associa~
ti one. e

At the recent annual smoke concert of the Catholic Young Men's Society, - |
Archbishop Mannix said that he would be behind the organisations is a meeting of
protest took place. It iz understood that the Irish national bodies are likely 1
to convene a public meeting for the purpose of discussing the position of the l
internees and the circumstances comnected with the action taken by the Govern-

mant.

27th. September, 1918. "The Daily Telegraph,“.Sydney.

Melbourne, Thursday.- The Acting-Prime Minister aennounced tonight that the
Minister for Defence had submitted the report of the Royal Commissioner on the
Irish internses to the Cabinet today.

The Cabinet had decided that the detention of the internees be cmtinued.
Because of the advanced age of Dalton, the Minister for Defence would obtain
‘s special medical report as to his physical condition.

26th, December, 1918. "The Catholic Press,” Sydney.

The Federal Cabinet has decided to take the momentous risk of releasing the :
interned Irishmen - EBdmnd McSweeny, Michael McGing, William' MacGuinness, - :
Meurice Dalton, Frank MacKeown and Thomas Fitzgersld. Albert Thomas Dryer's
case is put back for further consideration. Thank goodness, we have a Cabinet
that is able to teke a serious view of its responsibilities. Michael Angelo

(seid that.
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seid that trifles make perfection, and perfection is no trifle. The Cabinest
gives this matter more attention than it giwmx allows Parlisament to give to -
the hundred million budget. _

The following telegram was sent to Mr. Glynn, Minister for Home and Ter-
ritories: "Released Irish internees demand release A.T. Dryer, and protest
against victimidation., Signed on behalf of the released men, McSweeny." As
the Irish prisoners were to be interned '"for the duration of the war," end as
Mr. Watt declared that they were not kept in durance as punishment, the con-
tinuance of Dryer's internment savours very strongly of malice.

2nd, January, 1919. "The Catholic Press," Sydney.

The Interned MMen.
Welcomed In Brisbane.

Upon the arrival of the Sydney meil train at central station an enthusi-
astic welcome home was given to Messrs. Thomas Fitzgerald and W.J. Fegan upon
their return to Brisbane from Darlinghurst Gaol, where they had been "guests"
of the Federal Government for some considerable time. Irish colleens were pre-
sent in large numbers, all wearing the Irish tricolour, and +they showered con=-
fetti of the same happy blend upon the two men, and gave them a thoroughly
Irish welcome, cheering loudly. Both men looked well, and were apparently much
embarrassed by the enthusiastic and unexpected welcome. They were dispatched
to their homes in motor cars amid ringing cheers. Mr. Fegan has just completed
14 months' incarceration, while Mr. Fitzgerald had been six months interned.
Who said Buckshot Foster was dead? If so, his ghost must surely have arisen
in the Antipodes.

13th. February, 1919. “Catholic-Press," Sydney.

Despite the fact that only a couple of hours’ notice of his intended re-

lease was given, more than 50 members of the I.N.A. and friends, among them -

many ladies, were waiting at the gate of Darlinghurst Gaol on Tuesday at noon,

when Y¥r. A,T. Dr?er, B.A., the last of the "Irish internees," was set at liberty.

Mr, John Sheshy, president, and Mr. George 0'Connor, ireessurer, were the first
to greet him; and as he was carried shoulder high to the waiting car he was
deluged with showers of "Sinn Fein" confetti. Cheers were given for the Irish
Republic as the car moved off, decorated with the Irish tricolour. On its
journey through the city to Mr. Dryer's residence, many people cheered the
flag. In the evening = large party of friends met at his house to congretulate
him, and to express pleasure at the good condition he had put on in "Pearce's
Rest Home." Arrangements will be made for a big demonstration of welcome to
all the internees as soon as conditions will permit.
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Register,

Bank Pass-book,

- ‘ Irish Relief Fund Subs. List,
Relief Fund Receipt Book,

: -
P" . Pay in slips.
Taken possession of on 23rd May, 1918,

(sd) W.E. Truskett

. Detective. '

See Caretaker.

We have taken the two cabinets and they are

now at the Detective Office.

{Initd)} W.R.

|

= ' (Note: The sbove statements refer to
materials removed by members of the
civil detective force during their

- o reids upon the office of the Irish
National Association, Station Houss,
Sydney) «
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" WARRANT ISSUED UNDER WAR PRECAUTIONS REGULATIONS 1915.

To the Commandant, 2nd. Military Distfictg and all officers of Forces
" raised under the Defence Act 1903-1917.

WHEREAS by Regulation 56A of the War Precautions Regulations 1915 it is

provided (inter alia) that where in the opinion of the Minister of State

for Defence for securing the public safety and the Defence of the Common-

wealth it 1s eipedient in view of the hostile origin or associations 'of
any person that he should be detained in military custody, the Minister
may, by warrsnt undeé his hand, qrder him to be detained in military
custody in such place &s he thinks fit during the continuance of the
present ataig of war. |
AND WHEREAS in the opinion of the Minister for securing the public
safety and the defence of the Commonweelth it is expedient in wiew of
the hostile origi; and associations of ALBERT T. DRYER
of ENMORE in the State of NEW SOUTH WALES that he
should be detained in military custody during the continuance of the
present stete of war.
NOW THEREFORE I, GEORGE FOSTER PEARCE, Minister of State for
Defence, do hereby order that the said ALBERT T. DRYER
shall be detaindd during the continuance of the present
state of war in military custody in some place appointed for the accom
modation of persons detained in military custody.
Provided that any representations against this order by the sald
ALBERT T. DRYER . shall be forthwith trensmitted
t0 and will be duly considered by me.
Deted this thirteenth day of June one thousand

nine hundred and sighteen.

(Signed) G.F. PEARCE

Minister of State for Defence,
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AUSTRALIAN  MULITARY FORGES . - 2nd MILFPARY  DISTRICT .

CENSORSHIP OFFICE,
MG,

In reply plezse quote : )
No. C.S. 44597. CENTRAL RAILWAY SQUARE,

POSTAL BUILDING,

SYDNEY,

}% 31st. July, 1918.

Messrs. 0'Loughlin Brothers,
Printers,-

342 Elizabeth Street

SYDNEY. "

- . Gentlemen,

Please furnish me immedisately with
three copies of any leaflets printed by you in con-
nectlon .with the mesting held on 24th instant at the
Town Hall relative to interned ;nembers of the Irish
National Association.

‘ | Also please supply me with en ex-

planation why these leaflets were not submitted.

I am, Gentlemen,

Lo ‘ ' Your obedient servant,

(sd). G.G. NICHOLSON
Censor,

SYDNEY.

T e T e e

CORYs
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA GAZETTE.

No. 118) Saturday, 3rd August {(1918.

NOTIFICATICGN OF THE MAKING (F A REGULATION,

CRDER.
Commonwealth of _
Australia to wit. By His Excellency, Sir Walter Edward Davidson,
Deputy of the Governor-Genmeral in and over
W.E. Davidson, the Commonweslth of Australie.
Deputy of the ' )
Governor-General .

WHEREAS by the War Precautions Act 1914~1916 it is, among other things enacted
that the Governor-Generel may, by Order published in the Gazette, make pro- - -
vision for any matters which appear necessary or expedient with a view to the
public safety end defence of the Commonwealth, and in particular for requiring
eny person to disclose any informetion in his possession as to any matter
specified in the Order, and far appointing officers to carry the Order into - -

effect, and for conferring on such officers and the Minister such powers as are

!

necessary or expedient for the purpose of the Order, and for conferring on such

persons as are specified in the Order .such powers with respect to the adminis-
tration of oaths, errest, detention, search of premises and persons, inspect-
ing, impounding, or retention of books, documents and papers, and otherwise, &s
are spocified in the order: j
And whereas by Regulation 56A of.the War Precautions Regulations it is
provided that where, in the opinion of the Minister, for securing the public
saf ety mnd defence of the Commonwealth, it . is expedient in view of the hestile
origin or associations of eny person that he should be detained in military
custody, the Minister may, by wzrant under his hend, order him to be detained
in military cusfody in such place as he thinks fit during the continuance of
the present war: .
And whereas by Regulation 56B of the War Precautions Regulations it is
provided that where the Minister has in pursuance of Regulation 56A of the War
Precautions Regulations ordered a person to be detained in military custody in
any place during the continuance of the war, the Governor-General may, if he
thinks fit, by order published in the Gazette, authorize any person (in Regula~
tion 56B referred to as "the authorized person"), to inquire end report what
facts and circumstances disclosed at the inquiry might, in the opinion of the
authorized person, properly be taken into consideration by the Minister in
deciding whether, for securing the public safety and the defence of the Common~
wealth, the continued detention of the person in military custody as aforesaid
is expedient, and that for the purposes of the inquiry the authorized person
ghall have such powers with respect to the summoning of witnesses, the ad-
ministretion of oaths, errest, detention, search of premises mand persons,
specting, impounding, or retention of books, documents, and pepers, and other-
wise, as are specified in the Order: '
And whereas the Minister has, in pursuance of the providions of Regulation
56A of the War Precautions Regulations, by warrant under his hand, orderéd
that the following persons, namely:-—
Albert Thomas Dryer,
Edmund McSwesney, :
Michael McGing,
Williem McGuinness,
- Maurice Dalton,
Frank McKeown, and
Thomae Fitzgerald
be detained during the continuance of the present war in military custody in
some place appointed for the sccommodation of persons detained in military
custody: .
And whereas it is expedient to make provision for the undermentioned mat-
ters in the manner herein appearing: -
Now therefore I, Sir Walter Edward Davidson, Deputy of the Governor-
General aforesaid, acting with the advice of the Federal Executive Council,--do
hereby provide as follows:- .
1. T authorize the Honourable John Musgrave Harvey, 2 Pulsne Judge of the
Supreme Court of New South Weles, to ingquire snd report what fact® and circum-
gtances disclosed at the inquiry before him might, in his opinion, properly be
taken into consideration by the Minisber in deciding whether, for securing the
public safety and the defence of the Commonwealth, the continued detention of

the following
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following persons, nan%ely:-

Edmund . McSwaeney,
Michael McGing,
William MeGuinness,
Maurice Dalton,
Frank McKeown, snd
Thomas Fitszgersald,

- or any of them, in military custody as aforesald is expedient.

2. I confer on the said the Honourable John Musgrave Hervey the following

powers for the purposes of the inquiry-

(a) the power to sit at such time and place as he deems desirable in
relation to the subject of the inquiry;

(b} the power to give such notice or notices of any sitting as he
deems necessary or desirable;

(¢) the power to hold the inquiry in public or in private, or paJ'tly
in public and partly in private, as he thinks fit;

(d) the power by writing under his hand to summon any person to
attend before him at a time and place named in the summons and
then and there to give evidence and to produce any books, docu~-
ments or writings, artlcles or other things in his custody or
control which he is required by the suumons to produce;

(e) the power to examine witnesses upon oath or affirmation or to
reduce to writing any answersmade by a witness or to direct
that any answers mede by a witness be taken down in shorthand
by a shorthand-writer approved by him;

(£) the power to direct that amny particular question or questions
asked or answer given by any person at the inquiry, be nol
published in any newspaper, periodical or pamphlet published
in the Commonwealth; and

(g) the power to inquire into the matters referred to without regard
to technicalities or legaml forms, to obtain or receive evidence
gubmitted to him without being being bound by eny rules of
évidence, =nd to inrorm his mind on the matters reierred o in
such menner &s he tainks just.

Given under my Hand and the Seal of the Gonwaalth a.t Sydney, this-
second day of August, in the year of our Lord Ons thousend ninéd
hundred and eighteen, and in the ninth year of His Majesty's reign.

By His Excellency's Command, -
W.A. WATT,

for Minister of State for Defence,

e
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Judge's Ghémhbng,
Supreme Court,
Sydney, 6th. August 1918,

Sir,

In pursuance of the powers conferred upon me under

the provisions of the Wer Precautions Act 1914-1916, and the

War Precautions Regulations 1915 by the Order of His Excellency

Sir Welter Edward Davidson, Deputy-of the Governor-General,
mede the 2nd day of August 1918, which Order authorizes ms to
inquire and report in accordance with the terms of the sald
O;der, and &2 copy of which Order is attached hereto, I beg to
give you notice as one of the persons mentioned in the said
Order detained in military custody that I intend to sit in

€

No.2 Equity Court, Suprems Couri Buildings, Elizebeth Sireet,
Sydney, at 10 a.m. on Wednesday next, the Tth.August instant,
in relation to the subject of the inquiry.

Yours faithfully,

(sd) J.M. HARVEY

TO Albert Thomes Dryer,
Militery Detention Barracks,
DARLINGHURST .
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MILITARY FORCES OF THE COMMONWEALTH

2nd MILITARY DISTRICT

Victoria Barracks, Sydney,
Intelligence Section, G.S.

{Date) 11th. September, 1918

PERMISSION is hereby granted to Miss Elizabeth Hayne, vhose
psignature appears heresunder, to visi'l'; Mr. A. T. Dryer,
subject to the Rules and Regulations and as convenieut {o the

Of ficer Commanding, Detention Barracks,

SIGNATURE_ (sd) Elizabeth Haynes

(sd) W. S. Hinton
CAPTAIN,
INTELLIGENCE SECTION, GENERAL STAPF, 2nd. M.D.
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IRISH PRISONERS’ RELIEF COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN :

Yery Rev. M. J. O’Reilly, C.M.

FTREASURERS :

Rev. T. Barry,
5t. Bendict’s Presbytery,
Gaorge St. Sydney.

G. P. O°Connor.
-
COMMITTEE :

Kon. John Meagher, M.L.C.
- Rev. Father O'Farrefl
Rsv Dr. Tuomey, Fh.D.
John Doyle, M.L.A.
P. S, Cleary
Neal Collins
P. J. Minahan
John Sheshy
P. @'Loughlin
5. MeCormack
F. J. Anglin

P. Burns

o W. Muir

¥. 0°Shea
J D. Moran

SECRETARIES :
w. Lillis
J Murphy.
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Dear Sir.

You are probably aware that eight members of the
Irish National Association,ragainst whom no charge has been
formulated, are at present confined in Dariinghurst Gaol.
They are being denied a trial, though they are all anxious

to be confronted with their accusers.

I+ has seemed to those who are woYking on their
behalf that liberty, like charity, should begin at home,

énd that Australians would be loth to come back from the

blgdd—stained battle-fields of Europe in order to find that
their rights as freemen had been filched from them during
their absence. ' :

' Hence the Town Hall has been engaged for Wednesday,
24th 1nst , Tor the holding of a Mass Meeting, whici will be
addressed by.prominent speakers from this and other States
of the Commonwealth, the object of which will be to urge
the Federal Government to.bring thosg men before a Jjudge
and jury. '

The Committee in charge of the Meeting will esteem
it a great favour if you will be so good as to bring it
under the notice of your people, and the obligation will be
enhanced if you will recommend them, by their atténdance,
to make it as big a success as possible.

I am etc.,

P.S.—Sympathisers who are unable tc attend the Meetlng can
send contributions to the Hon.“Treasurers by whom
'they will be duly acknowledged.
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R EPORT,

To HIS EXCELLENCY THE RIGHT HONORABLE SIR R.C. MUNRO FERGUSON, PeCeys GoGCoM.G.
Governor-General of the Commonweslth of Australia,.

May It Please Your Excellency,

I have the honour to report that, in pursuance of the order of His Ex~- -
cellency Sir Welter Edward Davidson, Deputy of the Governor-General, dated 2nd
day of August, 1918, and published in the Commonwealth -of Australia Gazette of
the 3xrd day of August, 1918, No. 118, I held the inquiry therein directed on
the 8th, 19th, 20th, 21st, 22nd, 23rd, 26th, 27th, 28th, 29th, and 30th days
of August last. :

I beg to report thet the following facts end circumstences disclosed at. -
such inquiry may, in my opinion, properly be taken into consideration by the -
Minister in deciding whether, for securing the public safety end the defence of
the Commonwealth, the continued detemtion of the following persons respective-
ly, ﬁz.!" 7

Albert Thomas Dryer,
Edmund McSweeney,
Michael McGing,
. - Williem McGuinness,
. Maurice Dalton,
Frank McKeown, and
Thomas Fitzgerald,
in military custody, as provided by Regulation 56A of the War Precautions Re-
gulations, is expedient.

Albert Thomas Dryer. This intermee was a second-class locker in the
Customs Department at Sydney, and a B.A. of Sydney University. About the be-
ginning of August, 1916, Dryer was emrolled as sub~ceutre of the first New
South Wales sub-circle of the Australian Division of the Irish Republican
Brotherhood., This brotherhood, the members of which are commonly called "The
Fenians," was formally organized in 1868, end has from that date been the prin-
¢iple organization aiming at securing complete independence of Ireland from
Great Britein by the use of phyeical force. '"Force is the cardinal principle
of our organization, and an Irish Republic as the end towards which all our
efforts are directed.” It has always been a secret society; its principal
place of operation has been America, where it or = closely allied organization-
is known as the Clan na Gael. One, John Devoy, the editor of the Gaelic
American, has been for meny years its leading spirit in America. There was, 80-
far as appears, no formally constituted organization of the I.R.B. in Australia
prior o 1916, though there were a number of men here who hed at different times
been members of old c¢ircles elsewhere. The Australian branch, when founded, :
professed to be "bound by the closest ties of friemdshlp and community of pur--

pose with a similar orgenization in Ireland and America; the two work in complete

harmony end are practically one orgenization.” The Australisan branches adopted
the organization and ritual of the Clan na Gael for their own use. '
in Irelzand, at the time of the rebellion of Easter, 1916, “this brother-
hood consisted, so far as is known, of a smell knot of violent men, of whom the
principals, T.J. Clarke, of Dublin, and Jemes Daly, of Limerick, had, in con-.-
nexion with the dynamite outrages of 1883, been sentenced to penal servitude,. -
These men worked with great secrecy, never appearing on public platforms or in
the press, or meking themselves in any wsy amenable to the law. With some mem-
bers of the Executive Committee of the Irish Volunteees, and with the leaders
of the Citizen Army, they constituted an inner circle by which the plens for -
the insurrection were no doubt matured. The Irish Republican Brotherhood was-
certainly in close communication with the Clan na Gael organization in America
end received frunds from them." (Statement by Sir Matthew Nathan, Under Secre-
tary for Irelend, before the Royal Commission on the Rebellion in Ireland.)

John Devoy and other members of the Clan na Gael, or I.R.B. in America,
were the principal intermediaries for Sommnicecions between the promoters of-
the Irish Rebellion of 1916 and the authorities in Germany. These communica-
$ions are stated,. in the report of the above-mentioned Royal Commission in June,

" 1916, 1o have been at that date matters of common notoriety. Details of these

commnications are given in the Press Bureeu statement, Sydney Daily Telegraph,
27th May, 1918, end the Chief Secretary for Ireland, in meking e statement to
(the House.

|
|
i
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the House of Commons on the 25th June last, said:-

Y think I am justified in stating that no one to-day can
doubt for a moment that the unfortunate rising at Eester, 1916, was
fomented, snd, certainly to some extent, financed by Germany." (London

Times, 26th June, 1918). ,

The proclamation of the Irish Republic by the rebels of Easter week re-
ferred to their "Gallemt allies in Europe," obviously referring to Germany.

The Australisn branch of the I.R.B. was apparently started in Melbourne --
in 1916. The interned men, Maurice Dalton, professes to be a member of an old
circle of the brotherhood, end to have been concermed in the Irish Rebellion of
1867, which was, in fact, orgenized by the brotherhood. There seems no reason
to daubt this stztement, One, John Doren, was an influentiel member of the
Shipwright's Union in Melbourne. He was an American citizen of Irish origin,

‘end he was residing in Melbourne in 1909. He was greatly interested in Irish

affairs, and one of the principal persons in the Gaelic League of Victoria. -~
There was no evidence brought before me to show whether he was or was not asg=
gociated with the physical force party before 1916. In the first helf of that
year Dalton and Doran purported to found a branch of the I.R.B. in Melbourne;
there ie no definite information produced before me to show who the other mem-
bers were, with the exception of one William Butler. —

On the 8th July, 1916, Doran sailed from Melbourne and arrived in Sydhey
on the 11th., He remained in Sydney for two months, till the 13th September,
1916, when he sailed as ship's carpenter on the Cacique, bound for San Fran-
cisco. During his stay in Sydney Doran wes actively engeged in founding the
Sydney branch of the I.R.B. By the 4th August he was able to inform Dalton - -
that two sub-circles of ten men each were completed, and the names were con=. -
veyed to Dalton in invisible ink., The first two names of the first sub-circle
were those of the interned men Dryer snd McSweeney. The first two neames of the
second sub-circle were those of the interned men McGuinness and McGing. Doren

also busied himself in getting the I.R.B. stérted in Brisbane, end on the 16th
August he was able to report to Dalton that T.F., of 50 Melbourne-street, Bris- ~

bene, measning the interned man Fitzgerald, had "taken shares in the company," -

‘and was"doing his best to establish a strong branch in Brisbane." This without

question refers, as do other similer business references in Doren's letters, to
the I.R.B. organization. -

On the 22nd August, 1916, Doren in a letter addressed to John Devoy, the
head of the organization in Americea, states thet "the I.R.B. hes been on foot
here for some time in Melbourne. A start has also been made in Sydney and
Brisbane, and the young Irishmen, especially in Sydney, are flocking to the
banner in a very gratifying number.”

At the time of the foundation of these branches the intimate nature of-
the connexion between the Irish physicel force party snd Germany wes probably-
not so notorious as it efterwards became, but I think there can be no question-
thet it must have been known to the persons who joined the I.R.B. in Australia

in 1916 that such a connexion existed, and by the end of 1916, or the begimning

of 1917, it was known to everybody who took any interest in passing events.

John Doran left Sydney for America in September, 1916, Dryer informed -
Dalton thet he (Dryer) had been left by Doren in charge of the "regulars”; by
which expression he meent, no doubt, the members of the I.R.B. When conveying
this informetion to Dalton in November, 1916, Dryer also states that the con=-
scription question has taken up all his time, but he"will iry to make strides
now. How are these affairs progressing with you? We have ebout 50." From
this it would appear that the Sydney sub-circles had by November, 1916, in-
creased to about five from the original two at the beginning of. August. 'He
elsc states that "in Queensland they have a very good men, I believe, Mr.F."
This, in light of all the other correspondence, appears to me to point unmis-
takably to the interned man Fitzgerald.

Doren on his arrivel in Americe evidently came into close contact with
Devoy end his physical force associates, and was recognised unofficially as
nthe representative of the Australian wing." Writing from San Francisco in
December, 1916, to & correspondent in Melbourne, he says, "there are great
things on foot over here which 1 dare not even hint st just now, but which
will all be known to the world in due time., I can only say this much, there -
will be enother Easter week befors the war ends, and it won't be 3,000 men
against 20,000 this time." In this letter he promises to keep "our old friend

(Mr.D.
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Mr. D. (no doubt Maurice Dalton) informed through Sydney of ihe trend of -
events." A system was established by which communications between America
and Australia were conveyed ecross the sea by hand, and it is evident from
such letters as have been produced that many communicaetions passed between
the members of the I.R.B. in Australia and Americe.

America came into the war in April, 1917, and, no douit, this put dif-
ficulties in the way of the extremists of the Irish Party in America. On
16thhakh July, 1917, Doran wrote to Dryer a letter from which an excerpt was
found in Dalton's possession, which showed that Doran was actively working in
America, though disappointed in his Irish associates regerded as "a fighting
unit." He adds, "there is every sign of coming trouble in Irelend agein." On
17th September, 1917, a letter was written from San Francisco by Doran to
Delton, sent by hand on the Sonoma to Sydney, and posted there on the 10th.
Octover. This letter was signed "X,Y.Z." but it is in Doran's hendwriting.
This conhains the following passages:= ' ’

"pmerica's entrance into the war is a blessing in disguise. It

has thrown the Irish and Germans in this country into a united mess «-. .

if you have eany subscriptions for guns &c., send them to Sydney (you -

know who I mesn) along with a list of names, and they will be transmit-
ted here and through the proper channels to Berlin or Hamburg by direct
messenger. Keep the boys in good heart for the outloock is very bright.”

The same messenger brought a letter to Dryer from Doran. Dryer is, no
doubt the person in Sydney referred to in Doran's letter to Dalton, as Dryer
had been left in charge of the “regulars" by Doran. _ -

In a letter to his mother, dated the 18th October, 1917, Dryer send her
a message from Doran; he also says "there is certain to be another revellion
in Treland vefore long. The British are trying to provoke & rebellion before
the lads are ready, but we sre not going to bite at the bait until our owm
time comess” . -

In the latter end of 1917 the members of the brotherhcod set themselves

to collect moneys for arms in view of the anticipated fresh revellion in Ire-
Jsnd. As before mentioned, the sub-circles in Sydmey adapted for their own
use the constitution andthe ritusl of tihe Clan na Geel. Copies of these pub-
lications with an imprint of 1916 were found in Dryer's possession, and also
typewritten documents adapting them for Australian use. An "initiation fee™-
for each member of 10s., and weekly"dues" of 3d. per member was fixed. The
Sydney "due book" of the brotherhood was found in McSweeney's possession, giv-
ing tho names of three sub-circles of ten men each, headed bespectively by -

Dryer, McGuinness, and McSweeney, and two incomplete sub-circles. The book it-

golf is only entitled "due book," but, in my opinion, everything points to the
fact that it is due book of the I.R.B. The object of the initiation fees and
dues, as shown in the constitution snd ritual, is to defray the expenses of
the orgenization, and to procure "war material.” It is shown that from this-,
fund McSwesney handed to Dryer in December, 1917, a sum of £20 5s. 5d., and -
that Dryer on the 8th.Jamiary, 1918, despatched £20 -to Doran in San Frencisco.
The receipt of this money was acknowledged by Doran in April, 1918; he states
that he invested the money as required, and that the amount received fronm
Dryer made a total .of 194 dollars 80 cents. There is every reason to believe-
thet this monsy was despetched to Berlin or Hamburg, as indicated in Doran's
letter to Dalton of September, 1917, for the purchase of war materials for the
Irish physical force party.

That the connexion between the Irish physical force party and the Ger-
mens which existed in 1916 continued into the year 1918 was definitely stated
by the Under Secretary for Treland in the House of Commons on the 25th June,
%918,13§$ is definitely shown by Doran's letter to Dalton of the 17th.Septem-

er, . . _ . :

It is in my opinion impossible to resist the gconclusion that the Irish
physical force party represented by the Irish Republican Brotherhood, the Glan
na Gael, and de Valera's military organization in Ireland, hed during the
present year "hostile associations” in the sense that they were through their-
sceredited sgents in communication with persons in Germany to further their.

own military ends and to prepare for a renewal of their armed rebellion aga;nst

the British Government on the first favoursble opportunity. This is no? ggg
from any love for Germany, but because any me&ns are in their view Qustlflable
: {to injures

i
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to injure Great Britain, whom they regard as the enemy and oppressor of Ire-
land.

In his private correspondence, where Dryer may be assumed to disclose
his real sentiments, he rejoices over the successes of Germany and the revers-
es of Great Britain and her allies; one most cherished desire is to see Great
Britain and her allies worsted in the war. He regrets that he cannot do some-
thing "practicel."

Edmumnd McSweeney. This internee was stated to be a canvasser for a
leeding insurance company. It is, in my opinion, proved that Edmund McSweeney
is a member, probably a sub-centre, of the Irish Republican Brotherhood, and
the treasurer of their funds. He was privy to the despatch of the moneys to-
Dorane. There was found in his possession a printed copy of the rules of the
North of England Division of the Irish Republican Brotherhood. This document
appeared to be meny years old. Doran informed Dalton that McSweeney was an
0ld member of Irish circles. It is significant that since his internment an
attempt was made through the instrumentality of Mr. G. O'Connor to smuggle
into the detention barracks to McSweeney a cipher key of the alias type.

Among the items for which the cipher provides an elias are the following:-
Doren, Dalton, Dryer, Devoy, McGuinness, McSweeney, Clan na Gael, Circle,
Irish Republic. From & letter of Doran's to Dryer of the 10th April, 1918, he
was apparently using a similar cipher, as is shown by the use of the name
"Bosanquet" for "Fegan." \ ‘

Michael McGing. This internee was until the late stroke employed on the
road staff of the Tramway Department. He did not regain his employment and at
the time of his internment was employed as a gardener et Lewisham Hospital, It

is in my opinion shown that he was a member of the Irish Republican Brother-

1

hood in 1916. He has shown himself an active member of the Irish National As-
sociation, a public society formed to advocate the complete independence of
Irelend from Great Britain and to combat the supporters of the Parliementary--
party of Mr. Redmond. He may or he may not have remained a member of the
brotherhood until his internmen t; his name does not appear in connexion with
any of their activities at the close of 1917 or during the present year. If

I em right in drawing the conclusion that McSweeney's "due book" is the due -
book of the Irish Republican Brotherhood in Sydney, the absence of McGing' s..
name froam the book would indicate that he was no longer a member of it. Zkkr
There is, however, no question that he did once belong to it. This is shown
ByxBurs both by Doren's letter to Dalton of the 4th August, 1916, giving
MeGing' s name.as Number Two of the second sub-centre, and also by e document
of uncertain date found in McGuinness' possession. This was a circular issued
by the Irish National Association for subscriptions to the Irish Relief Fund.-
On the front of this circulsr was Doran's name, with an addreess in Sen Fren-
cisco. On the back was a list of names headed "No.2 Dancing Class." A number
of nemes mppear on it, some of which are struck through; at the bottom is' a -
ist of ten names.in pencil, marked "complete," with the letters A to J against
them. In the adapted ritual of the organizetion it is stated: "each member is
assigned to a sub-centre which comsists of ten members. Fach gub-circle is
numbered, and each member of the sub-tircle has a letter assigned to him. Tt.
is by this number and letter that the members are known at the meeting,” I--

think in the absence of any explenstory evidence thers is a strong presumption -

that this represents the names of the No. 2 sub-cemtre of the Irish Republican
Brotherhood at some date in 1916. In this list McGuinness is the first name
and McGing's is the second.

P

-

From the absence of any reference to him in the correspondence, I should
infer that McGing was not a very influentiel member, though he was a warden of
the Irish National Associstion. As warden he signed the half-year's report
ended the 3lst December, 1917, which deplored that a large number of the mem-
bers had not reached e comprehensive realizetion of the needs of the Irish
nation, This report contains the following passage, which may be taeken as
typical of the attitude of the officers of the Association:- .

" On the soil of Irelend is marshalled, under Eamon de Valera, an
Irish army, perfect in arms, order and discipline, standing pledged to redeem-
that right withou! which all other advantages are futile. Are we fully con-- -
seious of the tremendous significence of this fact, the whole future of Irelend
end the Irish race? Are we in speech and action inspired by this consciousness

thet when Ireland echieves her hard-won liberty, as more than one German states-

man hes promised to assist in obtaining for her at the Buropesn Peace Con-

{(ference, the.

|
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ference, the gigantic task of reconstruction will confront the nation? As #
members of the Irish race we must conceive it to be our sacred duty to join in
this task, and to quelify in all possible ways for participation in the work
of re-erecting from out the ruins wrought by Englend a nation worthy of her
great traditions, worthy of the blood of Tone, Emuet, Pearse and Casement." |

To the uninitiated this might appesr to be mere political and patriotic
propegenda. In reality it waes, so far at all events as the mémbers of the’
brotherhood were concerned, sn etitempt to get support from the Irish National
Association for the physical force party which they knew was in, communlcatlon
w1th German agents.

William McGuinness. This internee was & saslesman in & Sydney boot shop;
he was undoubt edly an original member of the Irish Republican Brotherhood in
Sydney. He was an old member of the brotherhood, agcording to Doran, =nd he
continued to he the sub~centrg of the second sub-circle until his internment...
There was found in his possession a prohibited publication entitled The Crime -
against Europe. With McGing and Dryer he signed the half-yearly report of the
Irieh Nationel Association to which I have referred above. Though, presumebly,
not o men of the ssme education and ability as Doran and McSweeney, he wa s
gctive in the formation and carrying on of the Irish National Asscciation.

Meurice Dalton., It is to this man, who is 75 years of age and an old-age
pensioner, and to John Doran, that the country owes the organization in its

as he proudly boasts, he endeavoured to inoculate all the young Irishmen he came
in contact with with his views. Hs svidently exerted himself to. promote the -- -
physicel force movement, and he found younger and mors active men ready to
carry his teachings into practice. He was the head of the branch of the brother-
hood in Melbourne, and continued to actively interest himself in it, although

he knew the Americen branch was in communication with the enemy. It does not
appeer whether afiy money was actually sent from Melbourne., He furnished John
Doren with his credentials for America, which, though not strictly in order,
secured his unofficial recognition as "representative of the Australien wing"

of the Erish Republican Brotherhoed. )

Dalton had in his possession a prescrlptlon, in his own writing, evident-

ly 1ntended to be the "fire dope" used by the I. WeW. in Sydney for the destruc=-
tion of buildlngs. It was called "recipe for a severe cold.” What his object
was in obtaining this recipe was not explained; his counsel suggested thet it .-
was mere curiosity. Bearing in mind the past record of members of the Irish
Republicen Brotherhood, I think there is grave suspicion that he obtained it on
the chence that it might come in useful for himself or his associates.

Frank McKeown. This internmee was a bricklayer residing in Melbourne. He
was an intimate friend of Dalton, Dryer, and Doran. He was the first secretary
of the Irish National Association in Melbourne, and a strong Irish separatist.
His real sentiments are shown in cards written in Gaelic posted to Fitzgerald.
and Dryer respectively, in which he expresses the sentiments "To h--- with the
King" and “"The Germens on top end Irelend free." In a letter written apparent-
ly to Dryer, on the 26th November, 1917, he says he was obliged to resign as -~
secretary to the newly-formed branch of the Irish National Association in Vieg-
toria because they would not meke it sufficiently Irish. He confesses to having
no interest in Australia, and evidently Ireland occupied the whole of his -
thoughts. There is, however, nothing directly showing that he was a member of
the Irish Republican Brotherhood, or that he subscribed or collected any moneys
knowing they were to be sent for the purchase of arms from Germeny. It might -
possibly be inferred that he was a member of the Melbourne sub-circle. of the !
Irish Republicen Brotherhood from the fact that Dryer spesks of him as "Brother"
McKeown. In writing to Dalton on the 2lst August, 1917, he says, “Be not down-
c¢ast with regerd to U.S.A. ‘'Brother' Doran is not idle. « « « « « A5 & final -
word for this occasion, let me exhort you and ‘Brother' Butler and 'EBrother'
McKeown not to be discouraged in any way," &c. At this time there was no branch
of the Irish National Association in Melbourne. Doran and Butler were both mem-
bers of the Irich Republlcan Brotherhood. This is very slight evidence. ,

P

Thomas Fitzgerald. This internee was a bookseller resiging in Brlsbane.

- He is the the head of the branch of the Irish Republicen Brotherhood founded in that

city, and en energetic man in Irish circles. He took an active part in collect~
ing moneys in Brisbane for de Valera. He became secrstary of the local branch

(of the.
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of the Irish: National n in 49;;1,.29@33 Herwas a graat:ggétgior
for "Irelend!s Soveraign Independénce” and an uncompromising opponefit of
Great Britain. . ‘

Genernally.- There appears to be no evideice thet eny of the interned
men hed @y connexion with eny enemy persons in the Commonwealth. Such of
the internees &8s were members of the Irish Republican Brotherhood had by
virtue of that membership hostile associations through German agencies in
Anmerica., They collected moneys in Australie for the purpose of assisting
armed rebellion in Ireland against the British Government on the first
available opportunity. This money wes expended in the purchase of warlike .
meterisl from Germany, with which country the leaders of the movemenit were in
communication. In Australia they made use of the Irish National Association
to fmrther their eims, but it is not shown thet the rank and file of the
association had any knowledge of their connexion with Germany.

In conclusion, I may state that the evidence tendered before me was al-
most entirely documentary. The internees themselves put forward no evidence-
to explein away eny of the suspicious circumstances disclosed by the docu-
ments, in spite of my published stetement that no person would be required to
enswer eny question which he feared might tend to incriminate himself in any
way. Although my powers under the Order authorized me to compel any person-
to give evidence, I did not think it advisable under the circumstances to
summon any person &s a wirness, as the internees themseives did not elect to
give evidence. The only really meterial matter upon which I was assisted
by evidence called on behalf of the internees was the identity of John Doran
and the nature of his employment in Melbourne between 1909 and 1916.

J.M.H,
11th Septemver, 1vl8.
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29th, November, 1918. “The Sun," Sydney. (Secular daily newspaper).

IRELAND' S WRONGS. .
DOCTOR PATRICK TUOMEY.

Cherge At Paddington Court.

A case under the War Precautions Act was mentioned in the Paddington
Suwmmons Court yesterday. A - '

Dr, Patrick Tuomey, of Mittsgong, was proceeded against on the informa-
tion of Thomes Andrew Walker, a private of the Garrison Military Police, for
heaving, it is alleged, at Paddaington on September 4 iast, "by word of mouth
discouraged disloyalty to the British Empire" by stating as follows:=

o

"Ledies and Gentlemen,- It was with some fear and trepidation that I -
came here tonight to lecture in this citadel of loyalty on such a subject as
Irelsnd. Lecturing a wekk ago on the ssme subject, I thought it would be the
last occasion of repeating this lecture before the Sedition Bill ceme into --
force. I am glad that, owing to a fierce opposition, iy has not come into-
force yet, and that although I am informed that there are here tonight a few
detectives that are closely associated with the I.W.W. cases, I am going to--
have another go while I have time. S

"I need not tell you how greatly surprised I am tonight to such a body
of Sinn Feiners in this hall. Perhaps it is with some compunction of heart
that the detectives have come here tonight to change policies and perhaps to
become 3Sinn Feiners. However, considering that there are so many conspira-
cies - at least alleged conspiracies - if we get them into the Sinn Fein
Society they might do some good underhand work for us, and Father McNemara
might be able to give them a little out of the proceeds of tonight for any---
little obligation they might put us under in that respect. o

"Before I go too far let me muke a statement that will obviate any mis-
understending, and save me from wounding in sny wey the feelings of the peo-
ple in this hall who are neither Irish by birth or extraction and who have
perhaps a lovg for the country that is responsible for the misgovernment of

Ireland. I have no idea whatever of wounding the feelings of enother . ... -

nationality, because I know there are many steunch friends of Ireland in -
England, and I do not blame them ~ or I do not intend to blame them -~ in any
way except insofar as they are in sympathy with or may wish to co-operate

with the English Government in the treatment that it has meted out consistent- .

ly to Ireland for the past 750 years. -~ -
"Sir Roger Casement, in an article he wrote in 1911, saids “The men-
tality of England is such that whatever she does whe believes to be inspired
by Divine Providence - whether it is the stamping out of a small nation or-
morely the sinking of a ship, her hymn of action is ever “Nearer My God to-—-
Thee'". If Sir Roger Casement had lived until the fifth year of this colos-

gsal war he would have learned thet, at any rate amongst reasonable Englishmen, -

the hymn of action at presant - or rather the hymn after action - is 'It's a
long way to Germany; it's a long way to go.' However, there 1is no obsession
that has so paralysed sll England snd Englishmen generally as the fact that
Ireland is, or kuxkexaiwayx ought to be always, a nation of slaves and that
Almighty God meant thie great inspired power under all circumstances, even
when fighting for the fredom of the Serbs, the Czecho-Slovake end many :
othere whose names I could not pronounce, Ireland must still be under the
tyrannical heel of England, And tonight, ladies end gentlemen, lel me tell
you without any exaggeration that the treaiment that Englend is meting oul’
to Ireland is no better in any respect than the treatment Germany is meting
out to Belgium. The papers turn up their eyes in holy horror - if I might
such &n expression, when they tell us of the deportation of Belgians. How
many Irishmen, leaders of the nation, men approved of the people, have been
deported out of Ireland and are in English dungeons tonight? It is not law-
ful, so they tell us, to meet in assembly in Belgium; it is high treason to
meet in public assemblege in Ireland tomight; it #s disloyalty and illegali-
ty to play the nationel game, and, @s I said last week in giving this lec~
ture, to be found with hurling sticks in your hand is a proof of undoubt ed
German conspiracy. _ .

"In the year 1698 the manufacturers of England passed a law to annul-
the Irish Xk woollen menufactures. The following year they pessed a law to
the effect that 4s. per 1lb. weight be put upon woollen manufactured cloth in
Ireland. Now, wool was sold for 5d per lh., so you cen reedily undersiand
how that additional 4s put on the manufactured article, for which the raw
mat erial merely cost 5d - how that duty paralysed the woollen manufacturer
in Ireland. ‘

"I might go through every one of the Irish industries, but we come
down now to modern times. .

("There is.




E

fr e r—————— e — - —

(Revs Dr, Tuomey = 2)}.

“"There is scarcely an industry in Irelemd today, because Englend will-
not toleraste the growth of any Irish industry. FPerhaps you may think I em
exaggerating, In the year 1915 Mr. Ford, the great Americem memufacturer of
motor cars, determined to build an encrmous factory for the manufacture of
traction engines in the vicinity of Cork. The English manufacturers got
busy straight away with the Government, and they boldly expressed in their-
periodicels and magazines their astonishment that the English Government
would allow such a desecration to take place, to allow an evenue of competi-
tion to be opened up in Ireland that would lower the profits of the profit-
eers who were living on the blood shed in this wer,

"Gould Ireland become a great manufacturing country? Yes; Irelend was
a grest manufacturing couniry before England rose to fame - or infemy, if
you like. ’

"The only reason why Ireland does not progress today is because the
blight and curse of English misrule is hanging over that Irelend theat was --
once the metropolis of civilisation.

"ingland has never allowed & survey of Ireland to take place, or if it
has taken place she has kept it comceeled in her own erchives., Hence it is
that we have to depend on scraps of information that have been delved here
end there by Irishmen who have in recent times stufiied the history of their-
country with a view to putting England to sheme before the world end win-
ning back their national freedom in their appeel, not to Englend, but to the
conscience of the world. . '

"Now, in spite of the fact that Ireland's industries have been para-
lysed, and will not be allowed to be built up as long as the tyrant rule of
a tyrant‘power is grinding down that country that is so much in the affec--
tions of everyone in this hall - while her industries have been paralysed,
while there is no hope of building them up, while the population of Irelend
is being drained until during the last 50 years Irelend has lost 5,000,000
of her people who have been scattered to the four winds of the world, Ire-
1end todey is the most heavily taxed country in Europe. - ‘

"Again, “let us take snother aspect of the question. In the year 1800 -
the last year thet Ireland had any semblance of liberty in her own Parlie~
ment - the nationsl debt of Ireland was omly £5,000,000, A few years after-
wards when the cursed union that bound Irelsmd to England - a few years
after it was £18,000.000. Bonar Law a few months ago seid that the netional-
dbbt of Ireland next March would be 2329,000,000, and that debt has to be
put upon us for buying islands, for shooting down the Boers, end teking from
them their little republic. ) 7 _ -

"Some of it was used by Kitchemer when he shot down the poor blecks,
and to enslave the Irish people by mertiel law, to keep that army of
100,000 soldiers (who ocught to be &t the fromt under a tyrent like Frengh) -~
to terrorise the men snd women of Ireland. : : -

‘"Now, these are a few of the facts that occur to my mind as I go along.
There are more terrible facts that I might mention if I wemt back only a few
years, There was the fact that when the pecple were dying of the famine of
1847 England ceme over to alleviate their sorrow by passing a Coercion Acte---
There was & parish priest in my days whose mind was unbalenced because, in
1847, he had gone into the tombs to search out the dying, amongst the corpses,
to administer to them the last Sacrement = and England came over and passed-a
Coercion Act on the dying. o

"Is it any wonder thet Irishmen heve 8 hatred for the tyremt? No matter

what her profession mey be on the field of battle in Burope - end if her pro=-
fessions are such, why does she not grant to Ireland that liberty for which
ghe professes to be fighting in Europe? Irdlend is the only country in -
Europe at present that Englend haes had it in her power to grent freedom to.’
She could grant freedom to Irelemd in the morning - and possibly o her owm --
advantage - but we may detect her motives. '
*Tonight the leaders of the Irish naticn are in prison. The leaders of
the Irish nation! We cannot quibhle with the truth., The leaders of the ..
Irish nation are de Valera and the rest of the men who are in prison tonight.
Whatever may be our feelings ~ you may be Simn Fein or not ~ but you cannot
get away from the fact that wherever Irishmen have got & chence of declaring
their policy they have declared far the folicy of Sinn Fein and de Valera.”
I+ was further salleged that in referring to some pictures exhibited upon

a screen, the speaker said:- ek

e i e

|
|

"They have been murdered by the tyrannical British Government for their |

part in the Irish rebeilion of Easter week, 1916, end their wives and femilies

are at the present time paying for their husbands' loyalty in British dun-
gems.“ ' :
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Referring to the men interned in Sydney in June last whose pictures
were screened, Dr., Tuomey said: ‘ - -

"These men ~ Albert Thomas Dryer, McSweeny and MacGuinness - have been
interned simply because they thought as I think, If it is rvight to intern
them I should be interned. Their principles are my principles. What they
advocate, I advocate. What they stand for, I stand for." i

Mr., Bathgate sppeared for the prosecutiom and Mr, Neal Collins was pres-
sent for the defence.

Subsequently & fine of £30 was inflicted upon Dr. Tuamey.
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23rd, January, 1919. “Catholic Press," Sydney. - ‘r

At s meeting in Cathedrsl Hall, Melbourne, on 20th. Jamuery, 1919, held i-
to celebrate the victory of de Valera and the Sinn Fein Party, the following
resolutions were adopted:- "That this mesting of Irish-born abd Irish Aus-
tralian citizens, in conveying fraternal greetings to Commandant de Valera
end party, heartily congratulates them on the magnificent victory obtained at
the recemt Irish elections, notwithstanding the fact that freedom of speech -
end action was denied them during the campaign. :

"Thet this meeting, deeming it' advisable to exploit
every opportunity to secure independent government forlreleand, demands that
sufficient opportunity be given to the accredited representatives of Ireland
to present their case at the forthcoming Peace Coniterence."

At this meeting Rev. Father Rafferty said, in part: "The Sinn Fein move-
ment had swept through Irelsnd with irresistible force, and the Nationalist
party had been practically annihilated. Constitutionalism had feiled, end the
time had come for other means to be tried in Ireland. ..... Sinn Fein truly
represented the feelings and aspirations of the Irish psoples"

13th. March, 1919. "Catholic Press."

27th. March, 1919, "Ca tholic Press.”

At the meeting of the Irish National Association, Sydney, held in St.
Patrick's Hell, on the 3rd. instent, the following resolution wes passed un=-
animously: B

"That this meeting of the Irish National Association considers that the
time is opportune for giving expression to the opinion of the Irish race in
Australie regarding Irelend's claim to self~determination, and that the com-
mittee be requested to take the necessary steps for that purpose,”

2Tth.March, 1919.  "The Bulletin," Sydney. Excerpt from editorial.

His Grace, Archbishop Michael Kelly, presided amd delivered the address
of the day at the St.Patrick's Day celebrations. His Grace said, in part,
thst Austrelia was regarded as a larger Ireland. God grant that in true =
nationhood Australia would follow the lead of Ireland - always true to God ,
and country. It was said that Ireland wes lawless, that the Irish would not.~ |
do their duty at the front, that the Irish wanted a republic. Thus opinion
was poisoned. es... Ireland must have a head, and then stick as one man behind
him by svery lawful mesns end practical. Do not talk about unlawful things -~ .
murder and those kind of things. If you do, God is against you. Don't talk
of impracticable things. You must stand on the ground and get what wes within
your reach - what is lawful and precticable. Stand together, end you will
conquer in the cause of nationhood and triumph in the cause of religion. "The
world cannot do without England. And she is stronger than ever. Catholic
properties have had better protection from the Unlon Jack then even the -
Ttalien flag or the Stars and Stripes. Glory to England for what she is
worth and glory to the English who are standing now by the religious cause of
Irelend. "

A resolution moved by Lence-Corporasl Kenny, V.C. and seconded by Private
Leary, V.C., in the following terms, waes carrieds "That this meeting of citi~-
zens representative of Irish-Australian sentiment in New South Wales, ex~
presses its strongest desire to have the principle of self-determination
immediabely applied to Ireland." _

'

The Irish Republic. :

It is not worth while to speculate whether the Irish Republic will come
+0 pass this year or next. The outstanding fact is that events are shaping
to meke it inevitable. The Peace Conference is at work mepping out a scheme :
by which no white nation in all the world is to be atitached against its will :
to another nation. The great Peace League of self-determined nations is at
the same time being formed. And it cen't well be used to prohibit one, and
only one, of the most clearly defined peoples from being gself-dstermined. A-
race which has been scettered all over the earth and still preserved its
jdentity isn't of the undefined or diseppearing sort. Nor can Britain remeain
in the invidious position of being the one white elaver left and the chief -
apostle of liberty of liberty at the same time. The laughter of the world !
would make an end of the anomaly, and it would be cackled to death. The only
possible plea for letting things slide is that the Irish people don’'t went
separation. The recent election settled that matter. Rightly or wrongly,
wisely or unwisely, with a marvellous unanimity the Irish in Ireland, as disw-
tinct from the alien commercial and land-owning garrison which Britain has put
in the country, threw over the demand for mere asutonomy inside the empire, and
demsnded the Resl Thing. They ask for independence and nothing else.
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3rd. April, 1919. “Catholic Press,” Sydney. ' -

22nd. May, 1918. “Catholic Press.” R

Bishop Hayden, at a St.Patrick’s Day welebration at Broken Hill, New - -
South Wales, said, inter alim:~ "Captaein William Redmond rushed to the colours
in the hope of bresking down Toey prejudice against Ireland. He founght and
f£ell with the sword in his hand fighting for England, and thousands = tens of
thousands ~ of Irishmen and men of Irish blood have fought on the battlefields
of France and elsewhers in this way, and their only reward is to see Ireland
still in chains, still persecuted, still misgoverned.

It would seem that things are not wuch changed since the year of the ter-
rible famine in black '47, when the people died by starvation on the roadside,
and the English Government made no attempt to help them. Nay, even it would-
seem that they would be gled of it, for after this famine a determined effort
t0 exterminate them was mede. The London "Times"™ could not conceal its malig-
nent joy. "In a short time," said the "Times, "a Catholic Celt will be as
rare in Ireland me a Red Indian on the shores of Manhattan." I

No wonder then that the Irish Republican Brotherhood rose in rebellion i
Easter Week, 1916, They were goadea into it; they were drivem to desperation;
and while I do not want to advocate armed revellion as a proper means to right
ihe wrongs of Ireiand, still I think it will have to be admitted that Ireland
never got much from England except through rebellion. )

Patrick Pearse and his associataes did not die in vain. They at least
brought the real Ireland before the world. They unmesked the hypocrisy of
British rule in Ireland, and that is something to have achieved. :

The political situation in Ireland has changed since the last elections;
I think the change is for the betier, and I expect good results from the Sian--
Feiners. After John Redmond's unperdonable plunder at the beginning of the -
war, the old National Party beceme disorgenised, and lost its punch; the people
logt confidence in the party, and when de Valera appeared on the scene he was
recelved as one sent by Providence to save the situation. All Ireland is
behind this party and it ie the prayer of ninety per cent of Irishmen that God
may strengthen their ranks to fight for the rights of their country.

G

In Paris, at a dinner held to celebrate the feast of Ireland's pairon
saint, the Australian representative was the Hon. J A, Fihelly, Minister for
Reilways and ex-Minister for Justice for Queensland, In reply to a toast to
his health he said that Austrelia had declared that the llberty of all amall

nations should be secured. That included Ireland. He would be & poor person,

indeed, who struggled for the liberty of other small nationalities such as -~ -

Belgium and Poland, and yet declined to hope for the freedom of his own, Fer-

sonally, he thought that Ireland would be satisfied if she had a similar system

of government to that which they enjoyed in Australia - that was complete auto-
nomy. Ireland had contributed more than her fair share of soldiers to fight,
jn the recent war for the freedom of small netionalities, and urged that in so
fighting they were at the same time fighting for their own small nationality.
He protested against the system which allowed representative men in Ireland

to be arrested and deported without trial. Ireland could not sit by and see -
such things occurring. He could only hope that the desire to do justice

would prevail at the Peace Conference, and Ireland would gei her right of self-

government. The Labour Parliement of Australia had definitely determined that

Irelend should have the right of self-determination. Ireland should be able-to

direct her own destinies., The incredible stupldity that governed all the
actions of the ruling classes in Irelend was, in his opinion, responsible for
all the trouble that had occurred in the past. He, for one, hoped that the
jnfluences of these governing classes would disappear, and that Ireland would

woon enter into her om.

22nd. May, 1919. "Gatholic Press" - Excerpt from editorial.

Many letters reach the "Catholic Press" every wesk enquiring why demon~-
strations in support of Ireland in this grest crisis have not been held in
Australis since St. Patrick’'s Day. About the warmth of Australia's sympathy
there con be no doubt. The influenza restrictions which have prohibited pub-
lic gatherings in the great cemtres of our populathon are the explenation.

No meetings have been possible for some months past. Now that the danger of
pestilence has passed, and the restrictions have been removed, the opportunity
has come, and we fesl sure the leaders of Irish thought in the Commonwealth
will not miss it., Australia has never failed Ireland and she will not fail

her today.
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24th, July, 1919, “Gatholic Press.”

The following resolution was carried at the annual mesting of the Irish
National Association, Queenesland, on 1l6th. July, 1919:~

"That we, the members of the Irish National Association of Queensland,
in general meeting assembled, pledge our support to the Republic of Ireland,
and declare that our race cannot consistently take part in any Psace cele~-
brations whils English troops continue the invasion of Irelend."

30th, October, 1919. "Catholic Press.”

The following resolution was unanimously carrled at a meeting of the
Irish National Association held in St. Patrick's Hall, Harrington 3t.,Sydney,
on Monday, the 27th, instant;:

"Whereas Ireland is by historical, geographicel, ethnographical a.nd
moral right a sovereign, independent nation, and a free people;

"ind whereas one of the objects of the Irish National Association is the
preservation of the ideal of Ireland's soversignty;

"Be it resolved that this mesting of members of the Irish National As--
sociation pledges its support to the Irish Race Convention to be held in Mel~-
bourne on the 3rd, November, 1919, in its efforts to secure the 1nternationn.l

. recognition of the Republic of Ireland, established by the army of the said-:

Republic in Dublin on Easter Monday, 1916, and solemnly ratified by the re~
presentatives of the Irish people constitutionally elected on the 14th. Decem-
ber, 1918;

"And be it further resolved that our delegates to the said Gonvention
shall act®in accordance with this resolution.”

At a representative meeting of the parishioners of Kogarah, in the Arch-
diocese of Sydney, the following resolution was unanimously adopted: '

#(1) That this meeting of the people of the parish of Kogarah declares
its unswerving support and fidelity to Ireland's claim for self-determination

as expressed by that nation at the recent elections, and views with approba=-- ]

tion the decision to hold an Irish Rsce Convention in Melbourme whereat the
expressed opinion of the friends of Irish freedom in Australasia can be heard,
to serve as a beacon light in these days of decelt end duplicity, when in- -
sidious attempts are being made to defame the oldest nation in Europe ané de-
ery her liberty-loving children in the most remote corners of thé earth.

(2) That this resolution be forwarded to His Grace, ithe Archbishop of
Melbourne and to the Catholic papers." .

At a special meeting of the St, Joseph's branch (Murrurundi) of the
H.A.C.BeSeclety, held recently, it was resolved:

"(1) That thie Branch of the Hobernian Society whole~heartedly sympath-
ises with and pledges its word and financial support to the claims of Ireland
for self-determination.

"(2) That Bro. John Kelly, Past Prosident, be selected as delegate from
this Branch to the Irish Convention to be held in Melbourne on the 3rd. Novem-
ber, and

"(3) That the foregoing resolution be tendered to His Grace, Ar. Mannix,
Archbishop of Melbournae.” .

4th, November, 1919. "The Sun," Sydney.

The Irish Race Convention called by Archbishop Mannix made its appeal to
the public at an open-air meeting last night in Richmond Town Reserve. A
bleak night did not thin the large expected audience. The reserve was black
with thousands of supporters of Irish independence, and the air was thick
with brogues.

There was only one pletform, and the voices of the speakers failed to
carry far. The result was that the cheers of those who heard were echoed by
the much larger portion who did not hear.

All thet the crowi saw was a sea of faces and a continuous fluttering of
groen Irish flags, while on the platform were a row of scarlet birettas flash-
ing under the eleciric: lights,

Archbishop Mannix's voice floated thinly over the crowd as he spoke even-
ly end without gesticulations., Owing to the impossibility of hearing, the
mesting was 8 reasonably quiet one - for an Irish convention. The eagerly ex-
pected Mr, Ryan did not appasr.

By 8.30 the outskirts of the crowd baga.n to melt away., The night was too
cold for people to stand end watch a distent figure crowned with aca.rlst ad-
dressing a orowd much too big for it to hear,

o3e




EEEE e

T T T T T T R e T e T T T AT A

’v a
E: .
E
‘g.
]
b
3

D TR T A TR

ﬁ. TR T S e T v T -

I

L

.=ews aper

':mterested
t

fhypocrisyg

A:.iatria. It was:
powers mex%;ti' ed -
of the Britifah;

‘?

-‘é‘é“c"‘i‘i’ifé"‘i‘*‘ e ek

ewspaper G
by&they Br:i.t!:fsh Govemment

ow goingp on in

o 4
(] th-ing done by tha governments of Germmny or
e_--respecta, than what was done by the two
the small" nations thet were at their mercy. Some

sh 0, however, speak out against the conduct of their

Government with regard to Ireland.

ode

- —— e e e — -



o T
Y

=1

THE ITRISH RACE GCONVENTION.
in

MELBOURNE.

(1919).




v

T

6th. November, 191%. 'Catholic Press," Sydney.

THE IRTSH RACE CONVENTION IN MELBOUANE. | -

Melbourne will long remember the Irish Race Convention. Thousands of -
delegates assembled from even the remotest parts of Australia snd interest in
the Irieh question almost overshadowed the great racing carnival. (Notes This-
refers to the Melbourne Cup carnival on 3rd.November). Every hotel and board-
ing-house in the city and suburbs were crowded with Irish delegates and racing
enthusiasts. Sinn Fein favours werw worn and one heard the case of Ireland -
discussed everywhers and at all hours. Archbishop Mannix summoned the Con-
vention at the request of the Hierarchy and the Irish socisties of Australia,
end he took care that it should be held on a grand scele. Interest in the
Convention spread and deepened every day. In the Convention headquarters -
the Catholic Federation rooms - some twenty clerks were engaged until late in
the evening and the rooms were crowded &ll the time with visitors - Bishops,-
priests and laity, Mr. Joseph M. Sheedy was the Archbishop's right~hend man,
and he proved himself to be an able and courteous organiser. The gréat event
wes staged without a hitch, ' »

Nothing of the kind has ever been attempted in Australia before, There-
heve been State Conventions to meet the visiting delegates of the Irish Parlia-
mentary Partys; but, generslly speaking, these gatherings were concerned more
with the orgenising of the funds them with stating principles. Thirty-six
years ago, however, when John and William Redmond made their historic visit -
to Australia, feeling ran high, and an Australian-Irish Convention was held

held in Melbourne. It met at St. Patrick's Hall in Bourke-street,, one of the
noteworthy landmarks in the southern capital. Delegales were there from New
South Wales, South Australia, Queensland, Tasmenia and New Zealand. Among
those who came to meet the brothers Redmond was Dr. Kevin Izod O'Doherty, the
rebel of '43, who had settled down in Queensiand, with his wife "Eva" of the-
"Nation." Hugh Mshon was there, a new chum, who had earned his spurs as & - -

~ political prisoner in Kilmainham with his chief, Charles Stuart Parnell. Most
of the big figures at that gathering ak have gone - Jim Toohey, Frank Freehill,

" Joseph Winter, Dr, 0'Doherty and the stalwaris who stood firmly end calmly by
the Redmonds while the howling dervishes raged against Ireland end the Irish
in the metropolitan press, and the municipal and other authorities refused to-
grent them the use of the public halls. .

The first acts in the Convention took place on Sunday, when High Mass was
celebrated, at which the members of the young men's societies of Melbournse
received Holy Commnion at St. Patrick's, crowding the great cathedrel. Fully
two thousand young men approached the altar reils. At the breakfast which

- followed, Archbishop Mannix, Archbishop Barry and other visiting preletes de~
livered patriotic addresses. In the afternoon a unique sBcene was witnessed in
Fitzroy Gerdens, near the Cathedra., where fully 20,000 people assembled to
hear selections from St. Augustine's famous band, under the baton of MNr. Persy
Jones. Presently the music was silenced by tumultuwous cheers '#nd Archbishop
Mannix, sccompanied by Archbishop Redwood, Archbishop Barry, Archbishop Duhig,
Bishop O'Connor, Bishop Hayden, Monsignor O'Haran and other prelates entered -,
the gardens. As Dr. Mannix moved among the people, the huge crowd swayed to
his direction, kneeling for his blessing, cheering and waving, Sinn Fein flags.
Parents put the children on their shoulders to give them a glimpse of their ‘
beloved prelate, whose magnetic influence instead of waning is growing day by
day. No monarch ever received a more loving demonstration from his subjects.
On Sunday evening hundreds were unable to get into the Cathedral where Father
Lockington, S.J., preached an .eloquent sermon on the . Irish race end the Arch-
bishop gave Benediction. o

The Convention was timed to begin at 11 o'clock in the Auditorium, but
at 9 o'clock the delegates begeh to assemble and the great hell was soon '
packed, There were many lady delegates in the galleries. It was the most
representative gathering ever seen in Austrelia, the delegates having come
from every part of the Commonwealth and New Zealand. It included nearly every' '
member of the Hierarchy, the Archbishops of Sydney, Melbournse, Brisbane and

- Adelaide, the Co-adjutor Archbishop of Hobart, the Bishops of Wegga, Wilcanniay
Forbes, Ballarat, Sale, Port Agusta, Rockhampton, Cooktowny Goulburn and Lis-
more were represented by leading priests Prom each dioccese and the Archbishop
of Perth was held up on the way to Melbourne by a railway strike, As the pre-
lates, led by Dr. Memnix and accompanied by Mr. T.J. Ryen, the Federallhbour
leader, entered the hall, they received an immense reception., Archbishop
Kelly ceme late, the boat having been delayed end he, too, was received with
the greatest enthusiasm.

(St. Augustine’s.
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to justice and to freedom, and that your love of Ireland is as desp end true

(Irish Race Convention ~ 2)

St. Augustine's Boys' Band played selections all the morning end at the
close of the Convention, when the Irish National Anthem was sung.

THE CONVENTION OPENED.
Archbishop Manmnix's Address.

Intense enthusiesm prevailed when his Grace, Archbishop Mannix, as con--.
vener, rose to address the gathering. His Grace said: Our first duty is
humbly and reverently to raise our hearts to the God of Freedom and of Justice,
and to ask his light and guidsnce for this historic gathering. The prayers of
Ireland's scattered children, the prayers of her living and her dead are with -
us and God will not fail to hear. S

My Lords and ladies and gentlemen, I will not, for more than a few moments, |
stand between you and the practicel work of this great Convention. The circum-
stances in which I took it upon myself to call you together are well knowm,
end they will be, I trust, my sufficient apology for taking the initiative in
bringing about this great gathering of Ireland’'s loyal friends under the -
Southern Cross. We are here for a declared definite purpose, to support Ire--
land's claim as expressed at the last general election in Ireladd, snd o sup=
port her chosen ledder, Eamon de Valera. This is no time for halting words or
balanced phrases. We are with the Irish people or we are against them. We
help them openly or we leave them to their fate. :

I venture to say that no more representative body has ever met in Aus- !
tralia. I, therefore, thank you 2ll, end in Ireland's name I thank Australia:
and New Zealand for this striking proof of loyalty to the old land. It willgwve
hope and heart to Irishmen at home to find you share their passionate devotion

end tender as their own,
Not for Hatred, But for Love.

We are not here through hate of sny land or any people, no matter how -
deeply we and our fathers have been wronged. We are here for love of Irelend.
But, in pleading Ireland's cause, we claim, and we know, that we are helping
to remove the blackest stain upon the Empire to which these southern lands -
belong and for whose konour and existence they have foughtWe know that this
Irish question 1snot a mere Imperial matter, much less is it a domestic ques-
tion for British politicians to temporise with and wrangle sbout. It is, end
they know it is, & question in which America and the nations are vitally in-
terested. It is a question with which the lasting peace of the world is very
intimately bound up.

We, the delegates to this great Convention are engaged, therefore, in -
no petty, paltry querrel. We do not intrude in a matter with which we have
no concern. Ireland has done much for Australia and New Zealand.

Irelend's Links with Australia.

I need not dilate upon this topic for you know the history of your coun-
try, snd the presence of your distinguished chairmen will recatl the names of
other Irishmen who have passed into Australian history. Of Mr. Ryan himself,
I may say that Irishmen end Irish-Austrelians have no reason to be ashamed of
him, either as Premier of Queensland or as the prospective Prime Minister of--.
the Commonwealth. Yes, Irelend has every right to look to Australia for sym-
pathy and help and she will not be disappointed. And England is equally bound
by every obligation of honour and gratitude to listen when Australia and New
Zealand demand for Irelend. They fought side by side with Englend for the
Empire. They fought for the freedom of the Belgians and the Poles end the
Jugo Slavs, but 60,000 Australians and other thousands of New Zemlanders did
not give their blood end their lives that Ireland's chains might be more
firmly riveted than ever. s

I must not, however, pursue that topic. This is not inhe time or the - -~
place for words of heat or passion. Our case is strong and, therefore, it
befits us rether to be celm, cool and logical, if, at the same time, resolute |

end unflinching. |
To Support, Not to Dictate. '

We are not here to dictate Ireland's policy, we ars here to support ber
policy. It has slways been the prerogetive of the people of Ireland to frame
and to modify their national policy, amd the policy they adopted has always -
received the support of Ireland's loyel sons in Austrelia and New Zealand.
Irish Australasigﬂa therefrzﬁe, is on historic and broed treditionel lines when
we gather together,inés "dome line of action that might seem tactful or pro-
mieing or effective to this or that individusal. or section, but to support the

(policy.
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policy which the Irish people at home adopted deliberately and with gtriking
unenimity at the last general election in Ireland. For us to attempt to revise
that policy, to suggest any alternative of our own, would be an impertinence

at eny time; but especially now, when self-~determination - which is really

Sinn Feinism - is on everybody’'s lips.

Troland has defined her aims, she has chosen her. leaders. She claims the
right to live her own life-and shape her own destiny without interference from
outside. She stands apart in blood and race, and soul and idesls. lan, indeed,
hes vainly sought to join what God has put asunder, but we, I hops, in this
hall, are on God's side. It matters not to us that President Wilson has failed
to apply his lofty principles to the case of Ireland and that the Peace Con-
ference has so far failed to give Ireland a hearing. For Ireland's right to
walk her own way unfettered did not come from President Wilson or the Big Four,
and it cennot be teken away from Ireland pither in Paris or in Washington. It
is a God-given right to Ireland as to other nations, and that right Ireland ¥
has never surrendered.

1

e

Persistent Tyranny.

One may well doubt whether any generation of Irishmen could have the right
to0 mortgage the country's future and part with her nationhood, but, et all -
events, Ireland. never did, and Irelend under English rule never had eny induce-
ment to do so. Her faith was banned, her trade was stifled, her people impov- ’
erished, buried in peupers' graves or driven &8 exiles to the ends of the earth..
She was ruled with & rod of iron in the interests of a petted community, alien
blood and faith =nd sympethy. When I was a boy I remember that one of the
first things I learned was that for almost & hundred years, almost every year
hed brought a new Coercion Act to Ireland., Was it any wonder that, in these
circumstances, every generation in Ireland had its own armed uprising, in which
Treland fell back bled end exhausted, yet not subdued or repentent, but sullen ’
and expectant of eanother dpportunity and a better dey.

At the present moment we ere told that the King's writ does not run in Ire-
1and and that the Irish people are no more reconciled to English rule than they
were in the days of Oliver Cromwell, of pious memory. At the present moment- -
it takes 100,000 troops, with their tanks and machine guné, to keep up the pre~
tense of maintsining English rule in the country, and in face of this, what is
England's enswer? Either more tanks snd mechine guns, or else the promise - &
promise from those fxmmxwisx by whom she has been many times betrayed - of
paltry concession, provided that it meets with the epproval. of that small
minority in whose interests Ireland is held and tortured. How long, I ask, -
will the Empire, to start with - how long will the Empire look upon that scan~
dal snd how long will the nations stand by and see that long-drawn tragedy of
the oldest nation of them all? English rule - end I say it without fear of
contradiction - in Ireland is condemned by its fruits. Those who know the r
tmeu@Hmmwof%ﬂmekmdﬁtMpmmMmﬂﬂwyMMmﬂmofnw
1and will be ready to say, although they have no special sympathy with Ireland,
that the time has passed when the world should tolerate this tragedy of English

rule in Irelend.
Irelend Turns Her Back on Concessions,. ,

Treland has turned her back upon beggarly concessions and halting emd
blundering attempts to mitigate the evils of foreign and hostile rule. Her ob~-
jection is - this, too, I sey deliberately - not really to bad government from !
outside, but to any government from outside. Her mottoc is: "Ireland a nation, |
self-governed, peaceful, relient, progressive, friendly 4o =1) nations without
exception, seeking no quarrel with any of them, but brooking no interference
from them in her own national affairs.” That was the substance of her claim .
at the Peace Conference, and that is the claim, I hope, we are going tc make
here today. Ireland has kept - whatever doubt other people may express = -
serupulously within the four corners of the ethicel principles paid down by
the Pope and, after him, by President Wilson. It was President Wilson himself
who seid there should be no peace, and there ought to be no lasting peace,

. ¢hat "does not accept the principle that Governments derived their just powers -
from the consent of the governed." That, at all events, is Ireland's case in .
e nutshell. On thet principle Ireland bases her claim for seli-determination,
end bases her claim, too, for the indictment that she lays against England, |
end to that indictment England has yet offered no enswer but the rattle of - 4
English gune. Must it be said that, in spite of all our preaching to the: !
Gentral Powers, in spite of all our godly posturing, thet, after ell, might is
gtill right when might is in British arms and Ireland has no stronger weapon
than a righteous cause.

(Irelend Looks.
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Ireland Looks To The Peace Confersuce.

It way have been that some interested people were able to raise technical
difficulties about giving Ireland a hearing at the Peace Conference, but they
cennot raise the same difficulties before the League of Nations. The Powers
represented at the Peace Conference mede little account of the points of honour
or procedure or technical obsiacles when they had their own interests to serve.
The real obstacle was that England, knowing that she had no case, barred the
door of the Conference against Ireland. Once again "might was right%, and that
at the Conf'erence which was to end &ll wars as well as the martyrdom of the weak
nations. One is tempted to speak the words of truth and give rein to one's in-
dignation, but in the atmosphere of this assemblage, it iz better to leave un-
spoken the words that come to one's lips.

When English politicians are in desperate straits, they pretend to think
that Ireland is not a nation. It is a futile pretense. For more than 700 years
England has been made to feel that Ireland is a nation. English piliticians
have tried every means to extinguish the nationsl spirit, but, on their own con~
fossion they are no nearer to success then in the days of Oliver Cromwell. They
are so solicitous for Ireland's welfare that they fear that Ireland could not -
alone, that Ireland could not do without her feiry god-mother - who has been -
squendering her own wealth to support her poor relation - so they say. Irelend
has counted the cost, she will itsake the risk, and relieve the fairy godmother of
her self-imposed task. They pretend to believe that in an independent Ireleand
the Protestant minority would be made to suffer. Their susceptibilities for
minorities elsewhere are not so keen and tender, but, in any event, Irish Cath-
olics have this to their credit that they hue never persecuted their feilow-
countrymen for conscience' sake. They then tell us that it is not united and
that Irishmen do not know what they want; but Ireland has made her mind clear
and she is politically more united than England herself or any nation, old or
new, in Burope. . :

The English Principle: "Mipht is Right,"

Finally, they say thai England cannot tolerate at her very door the setting- :

up of a free and independent and probably hostile State. That argument we can
also understand however we may marvel at their audacity in bringing it forward.
It means, of courss, once more that, where England is concerned, might is right,
that, being e strong nation, she has the right to seize any territory that she
thinks or pretends to think will give her greater security in her home or in her
far-reaching dominions. It would give her the right to seize, if she were able,
and fortify the Belgian and French coasts, as well as the Irish. That would be
nice commentary upon President Wilson's famous ~ but almost forgotten - Fourteen
Points. But, in reality, there is no reason for thinking that even an indepen=~..
dent Irish Republic would be hostile to England or to any other nation. Even if
she were, those who were so insistemt on the League of Nations and so hopefal of-
its results, might have had the fairness to admit that a League that was going-
to keep the whole world in order would be able to shield England from the attacks
of her little neighbour and to keep that 1ittle island in the Atlantic in order.

But, of course, the fact is - and it is & manifest fact ~ that Ireland, like
Australia, is a peace-loving country. All Ireland wants is to be left alone, to
live her own life and develop her own resources. England and Ireland were meant
by God to live in neighbourly friendship; man, by drawing them into a false and.
unnatural Union, heas in all things that matter driven them poles apart. Is it
any wonder, therefore, that an able and distinguished writer, himself an English-~
man, advocates in the English press self-determination for Irelend without any
1imits, and suggests the establishment of an independent Irish Republic.
is Major Erskine Childers.

Ireland Is Outside The British Constitutiom.

I know that people will blame this English writer for suggesting and the
Irish people for adopting what they call an unconstitutional policy, but I ven=
ture to say that Ireland has already been put outside the pale of the British e
Constitution, and that by England herself. I do not refer to the fact that Ire-
land has never enjoyed the benefits of the British Constitution as they are to be
found in Englend end Scetland and Wales. My point is that England, or rather, .
that English politicians have repeatedly and deliberately leid down the principle
that Irelend cannot, despite the King, Lords mnd Commons, have the benefit of any
Acts. for the better government of Ireland, unless that Act has the approval of a
certain smell minority in the north-east corner of Ireland. By adopting that
principle, or because so many of Englend's politicians adopt it, England has
put Ireland outeide the British Constitution, and, having done so, England is

( Burpri sed.
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surprised that she is taken at her word. At all events, Ireland has taken
her stand and chosen her leader. She has sent her representative to America
t0 explain her policy &and to seek for aid. And, in America, de Velera has

got a reception such as no monarch or statesman has ever received in the great
Republic of the West. It is for us here today to say whether we are with Ire-
land or agsinst her. I, at all events, have no fear of the result. '

I will now ask the Hon. T.J. Ryan to take the chair. His loyelty to the
Empire no man msy question. But no matter what position the future may have -
in store for him, he will never have an opportunity of doing a more signal
service to the Commonweslth or the BEmpire than that which he renders to both by
throwing in the weight of his influence for a final settlement of the Irish
question. '

Heo asked Mr. T.J. Ryesn to take the chair.

MR, T.J. RYAN'S ADDRESS.

An Australisn on Ireland's Case. - -

Mr. T.J. Ryan was received with great applause on rising to speai. "He'
seid: I feel deeply sensible of the very high honour that has been conferred -
on me in asking me to tazke the chair at this representative gathering of the i
Irish race, I am not here, ledies end gentlemen, as representing any political i
party, but ss a citizen and as an Australien of Irish descent. No ons will . |

{

deny the right of sll citizens to hold their own views on any particular ques~
tion without involving the political party to which they belong. His Grace has
said thet this question should be approached from e calm, cold, logical aspect .
I agree with him. This is a matter to which well-bakanced facts should be -
brought to bear and this is a time when we should speak in lenguage which not
only can be understood but which cannot be misunderstood. There are some facis
that stand out and the first is this - that since the righte of the Irish Par-
liesment, or the Irish people, were treachsrously taken away by the Act of St
Union, the govermment of Ireland has been a dismal failure. There have been a |
series of rebellions and a series of femines end half the population of Ireland -
has been driven across the seas. Ireland has always claimed the right to Belf-_l
government, but experience has led to a universal distrust of the British Govern-

!

ment with regard to proposals which have been put forward for the bringing |

 about of self-goverament. ; .
i

Why Ireland Cannot Trust England.

T have had an opportunity recently of visiting Ireland and I had an op~
portunity of seeing de Valera. I suppose the public of Australia know all
about it now. And I had an opportunity of meeting other public men in Ireland, |
and there was one thing they were unanimous upon; they mistrusted any proposels
that were put forward by the British Government. I find that what accentuated
that distrust was the factthat armed forces had been allowed in Ireland for
some considerable time which were not under the authority of the Hxecutive
Government but which were under the authority of a smell minority of the people.:
It was more accentusted still by the fact that when proposals were brought for-

. ward for self-government emd that when the Convention was sitting in Dublin

simultaneously proposals were brought forward to impose the shackles of con-
seription on Ireland. I found, too, that Ireland was practically under mili--
tary occupation and that there were barricades in the streets of Dublin., I
visited Liberty Hall, the Labour headquarters in Dublin, which were covered by
barricades through which were holes for rifles. Reading the press recently

we see illustrations - undeniable illustrations seeing the source from which
they coms = of the unjusi manner in which that military rule is being carried

oute. .
Not a Religious Question, -

The war, we are told, was fought for the right of emall nations. There are
smsll nations in Europe that have been granted self~determination - complete -
self-determination - by the Peace Conference and upon the basis that the
majority should have the right to decide. Ireland is denied that right. Ire-
lend is the only country in the world where a minority is given the right to -
decide what her form of government shell be. The question is not a religious
one., One need only read the history of Ireland's cause to know that, The long
series of public men who have devoted their services to Ireland show that the

"question is not a religious ome, although there are some who would heve us be=.- :

lieve that it is in order to suit their own purpose and their own ends., I
know, ladies and gentlemen, and I cannot be unaware of it, thet in the position

before Australia todsy an effort will be made to maeke it appear & religious

{ona.
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one. It is not our intention and it is not our purpose in interfere in the-
internal policy and say what particular form of government shall be carried
on - that is a matter for the people of Ireland themselves. But we can do a-
lot - I am satisfied that we can do a great deal - to secure the application
of the principle of self-determination to Ireland end then leave Irelanu to

work out her own destiny.
British Democracy in Favour of Ireland's Claim.

I know that the democracy of Great Britain - the democracy of Emg England
and Scotlend - are not opposed to giving the right of gelf-determination to -~
Trelend. I think it right that I should say that, because I know it is a fact.
T have been through England end through Scotland and I know the democracies of
those countries.stand for giving the seme right of seif-determination as is |
given to other countries. I had an oppertunity of being at & Labour Conierence |
gt which there werse representatives of the British Labour Party and of the - - |
Trish Labour Party. Mr. Arthur Henderson, Mr. Ramsay McDonald and Mr. O'Shan=-
non were present, and a resolution was passed with their concurrence affirming
the right of the Irish people to politicel independence end requiring that .
this determination should be expressed by a democratic decision, that is to
say, by equal and secret adult suffrage, apart from a1l militery, political or
economic influence and efually free from limitations or restrictions imposed -
by eny government. :

The more we use, and are prepared to admit, that we rely upon the support
of these democracies, and that we require their support, then the more we
bring about that state of public opinion that will compel the British Govern-
ment to conceive what Ireland is asking for. . S

I think this great meeting here today will be able to do something to
help forward the cause of Ireland and to help to bring about what we ell wish

her to be -

Great, gio_rious and free, - _ :
First flower of the earth, firet gem of the sea. 1

L

ARCHBISHOP REDWOOD. .
An Englisghman Who Loves Ireland. o

His Grace, Archbishop Redwood, of Wellington, New Zealand, moved the folw

lowing resolution: i

le We, the delegates of the Austrelesian Irish Race Convention, ]

aseembled in Melbourne, affirm the right of the people of Ireland

to choose their own form of government and govern their countiry

without interference from any other nation; we endorse Ireland's

appesl to the nations for intermationel recognition; and we ’

pledge our support to Ireland's chosen leader,Eamon de Valera. s

He seid: I am glad to be here to proppse the resolution just read to this
crowded and distinguished audience. I &am en Englishman and, in more then one
respect, I am proud of my birth and my country and of the greet world-wide
British Empire., But, in regard to the Irish question, inm regard to Ireland's
jinalienable right to self-determination emd her right to follow unto national !
independence her moet able, cultured, statesmanlike and valourous leader,
de Valers, I am, by conviction and sentiment as Irish as the best Irish them~
selves.

And why am I so? Because I know Ireland, because I spent ten of the best
years of my life in Irelemnd, because I know the history of Ireland and con- -
sequently the lamenteble story of her wrongs and woes for many centuries at
the hands of the misgovernment of England. By England I mean the Government,
not the English people at large and especially not the great English demo~ .
cracy. For what do the vast majority of Englishmen know about Bhe true hie-
tory of Ireland? Very little indeed and that 1ittle mostly lies. They have
been craftily and systematica 1ly kept in the dark regarding Ireland. They
are the helpless victims of a false tradition, of accunulated lies and misre-
presentations for centuries and centuries. At the back of the misgoverning
goang in Englend there has been a corrupt press, misleading the people, as it
does today in America, Australia, New Zeasland, everywhere.

An Honesy Englighman's Indignation.

/ .

When, like eny other honest, fair-minded and enlightened Englishman, I -
consider this long misrule seriously, I am filled with mingled indignation,
gorrow and shame, -Indignation at the long list of injustice, tyranny, ¢ruelty.

- gorruption, persecution and caslumny; sorrow at the irreparable losses sus- '
tained by England throughout those eges of misgovernment emd particularly in
modern end more recent times; shame at the sight of my country mede the

(derision.
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derision and disgrace of the civilised world. I feel what a loving and duti-
ful son would feel, were he to see his beloved and venerable father misled by
evil counsellors and wicked surroundings into a series of ignominious cromes.-

How can England ever adsquately atone for her crimes and misdeed towerds
Ireland? How can she repair the loss incurred by her unwisdom? Just think of
it for a moment. Ireland at the beginning of the nineteenth century had a
population of sight milliona; today she has only four millions. Millions of
Irishmen sadly left their dear naetive land to bross the broad ocean into exile,
ell animsted, justly animeted against England, all burning with righteous in-
dignetion against their pitiless oppressors and persecutors. At their tearful
doparture the misleading orgens of English public opinion, like the London ’
"Iimes," exulted at their going and said: "The Irish are going with a vengeadce,
and the day is not far distant when en Irishman will be as rare on the banks of
the Shannon as a Red Indian on the shores of Memhattan." Those millions sent
abroad by English misiule, those millions grown into many more millions, would,
under a better government, have been still in Ireland at the outbreak of the
war, What a magnificent array of defenders of the Empire would have been
forthcoming. No need of conseription then end all its woes. Germany would
never have dared to challenge the British Empire with such & muliitude of able,
valiant, enthusiaestic emd invincible defenders. Who, then, can calculate the
losses to the Empire of those exiles of Krin, losses in every direction,
netional, commercial, military, scientific, li'berary end artistic?

Irish Na.tz.onal:l.tz.

But, did not Irelemd long ago lose her nationality by conquest? No; -~
might is not right or else no BER God of Justice rules the world. Conquest ---
does not necessarily involve the destruction of nationality. One can conceive

that when a conquered nation -~ after the conquest - has met with a wise, a just, |

a conciliatory government, it may become reconciled to its fate and accept the:
nationality of the conqueror, in short, exchenge its nationality, and then ‘the
free consent of the governed - that fundamental democratic primciple of legiti-
mate power - givéd to the conqueror a rightful title to the allegiance of the
conquersd. But that has never been the case in Irelend.

She has never had from her pretended conqueror & wise or a just or a con-
cil:.s.tory government, but only continuous tyranny, coercion, robbery and farced
union with the conqueror. A century and more of that disgraceful alliance,
miscalled Union - one of the most detestable instances of bribery, corruption,
and tyranny that ever polluted the pages of history - a century of futile at--
tenpts to govern Ireland, has most ignomim.ously failed. The fact is patent
to the world, And why? Because England has had the mania of wishing to govery
Ireland by Englishmen, in English ways, for English interests and English .
ideals; whereas Ireland requires to bs governed by Irishmen in Irish waeys for
Irish in‘teraats and Irish ideals. And that is the meening of Sion Feinism. All
good Australians, all good New Zealanders are, or ought to be, Sinn Feiners.
Their motto is: Australia for the Australians, New Zealand for the New Zealand-
ers, just as Ireland's motto is: Ireland for the Irish., Yes, Ireland is a
nation and deserves the treatment of a nation. Her nationality is the oldest
in Europe, ©She was a nation when the inhabitents of Britain were ignorant and
gross barbariens and she hslped to Christianise and civilise them.

Whet Cardinal Mercier Bays.

As Cardinal Mercier - a meam of world-wide fame, great learning and consum-
mate virtue - says in his address of thanks to Ireland:"It is inconceivable -
that the nationality of Ireland, the oldest and purest in Europe, should not
be recognised by the League of Nations." At the outbreak of war our ears wers
ingessantly dinned with the loudrand emphatic assertions of the most repre-
sentative speakers and exponants of public opinion in England that we were
fighting for the freedom and ‘independence of the =small nations to self-deter--
mination. Where is the fruit of these words now? Were they, then, but sheer

mockery and hypocrisy? We were told again and again that the object of the war

was the utter destruction of Prussianism, and lo! today the small nation at
Englend's door, the nation whose nationality is unequalled in Europe for dura~-
tion and dignity, is the goaded victim of the most barefaced and outrageous -
Prussianism, as the world at large now knows through the United States Commi s~
sion composed of unexceptional end distinguished citizens and officiels of the
great American Republic., Their report, their irrepreassible report, is a stand-
ing and crushing condemation of the present policy and action of England's
misgovernment of Ireland, and, for any man of commonsense and honesty, it dis-
penses with any further argument. Further arguments, however, abound. "Teke,
for instance, the late action of the United States Senate, which, by a mexkix

(majority.
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majority of 60 to 1. passed a resclution claiming a hearing at the Peacs Gon-
ference for the representatives of the people of Ireland. Remark that this
is by a greater majority then that which dwskkaxsd declared war on Germany and
thaet party lines in the Senate were carefully obliterated.

Notable Testimonies.

A prominent American says: "This is easily the most important snd 31gni-
ficent action taken by America in opposition to England since our forefathers
declared against the rule of George III."

Listen to the comment of the "Manchester Guardian®: "We have all been un-
pleasantly reminded of this fact, that unsettled questions have no respect for
the peace of nations' minds by the almost unanimous adoption in the American
Senate of a resolution unmistakably sympathetic to Sinn Fein."

Listen again to the declaration of the '"Daily Herald" (the Labouf orgsn
in BEngland): "It will not do for the English poople to assume that the Senate
vote does not matter. The fact that it was passed by 60 votes to 1 ie suf~
ficiently astonishing, but we have in addition to note that the House of Re-
presentatives passed e similar resolution last year, that Congress now hes a
Republican majority, and that party lines werse obliterated in the Senate vote."

The English Tories are dumbfounded at the vote. How different from what
they expected, consldering the vast sums spent on anti-Irish propeganda in the
States end the rank and prestige of the man sent over to combat the grawth of
Irish feeling there. So, let no one despair; there are better times coming.-
Demonstrations like this great Irish Race Convention are eminently celculated-
to defeat the conspiracy of silence and lying and to bring about the reign of
justice, "which exalteth a nation." Ireland is a nation whose nationality has ]
proved itself indestructible by any weapons that the wit of man can devise, 2
nation in every sense of the word, geographically, politically, socially,
morally and historically, and, therefore, as such, she has an 1na119nable
right to self—detarmnation and complete self-governmant.

]

MR. FRANK BRENNAN, M.H.R

Mr. Frank Brennan, M.H.R., supported the resolution, and, on rising to :
speak, was greeted with cheers. Though time is pressing, he said, I think you
will all eagree, at all events in regard to the eminent speakers who have pre--
ceded me, that you would not wish to have lost a single word or sentence from-
what they had to tell us. But perhaps it is fitting that we should endsavour,
in this vast representative gathering, to make abundently clear that the cause
for which we stand today is not a cause alone for eminent churchmen or for’
eminent statesmen, but it is one that emlists the support of the rank snd flle-
of every justice~loving community.

The first part of this resolution deals wmth the age-long cleim of Ireland
to self-government, snd especially to those who, in récent years, have received
80 meny pointed leasons from unexpectad quarters in the groundwodk of demo-
CTacY.
The second part of the resolution deals with the international claims of
the Irish people, and in this regard Ireland presents herself at the door of
all the free nations of the world and says to them: "We claim from you your -
recognition of us as a nation. We claim it for a thousend reasons; but we
claim it because, through our representatives and our race, we have illuminated
your patriotimm the world over, we have strengthened emd brightened your states~ |
manship and we have sweetened your life with the ardour of our religious fer- } |

)|

vour. And, beceuse we have done these things for you, we ask from you not
anything done because of the feelings of your generosity, but the bare right ..
of your recognition of Irsland a netion,"

The last part of the resolution deals with our support of the eminent man,
the representative of Irish thought in Ireland, de Valera. Qur message to - {
Ireland is: “Remembering your history end your tears, we in these southern w
seag send you our.message of support, telling from the bottom of our grateful !
hearts, whatever your ascertainea policy is, that -policy will receive the en=-
dorsement snd support of Irish~Australiens wherever they are."

Unfair Chjections.

They say that Ireland is not-fit to govern herself - she does not know -
what she requires. There are people, my friends, who demand a measure of -«
unity from Ireland which they have not always seen manifested in Australia or |
Great Britein. But although majority rule may not be a perfect rule, it is the
only method we have of escertaining popular demends, or a people's requirements,

(end, therefore,
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+ and, therefore, we are content to say, and we are historically correéct, that
there never has been a nation more insistent, more consistent, more coherent
in its national demends then the people of Ireland have been.

Further, we say to our critics that we made proposals to you for a kind
of Dominion Home Rule, which you rejected with scorn in circumstances which
were peculiarly offensive to us. You misread the tone and temper of the
Irish people if you thought that when you turned their propossl down with
scorn, they would come asking for gomething less. Nay, it will be rather for
something more.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA'S REPRESENTATIVE, .

- Mr. J.T. Murphy (South Australia) said thet this Convention was the pro-
- duet of Irish love for Ireland. They were assembled for the chief purpose of
supporting self-determination for Ireland, Self-determinetion wes the policy'
which actuated 350,000 Australien citizens to enter the recent world conflict.
It was to free Buropeen nations from despotic rule, and they enlisted freely )
and voluntarily and simultansously to keep Australia free and self-determined.
We, therefore, Austrelians of Irish birth, will stand loyal to the sacrifices.
of our fellows and see, if it is in our power to do it, that Ireland is greant-
od the same privileges for which Australians fought and died. Cen we not feel
that we are honoured by being permeated with the same blood as those martyrs :
which now courses through our veins? I think that we can honestly support the |
resolution, and, on behalf of the State of South Australias, we give our whole- -
hearted support to this Convemtion and to the resolution, i

 The chairman put the resolution which was carried amidst repeated cheers
and hurrahs, the vast audience rising to its feet. .

(
ARCHBISHOP KELLY.

B N e e e e e e et

. Moves The Second Resolution. i
The Most Rev. Dr. Kelly, Archbishop of Sydney, mofed:
2, That an Australian Irish Fund be opened to help the people of Ire--
land to press to a successful issue their legitimate claim to self- .
determination; that the Archbishop of Melbourne, the Hon. John Meagher .
{Bathurst, New South Wales), and Count 0'Loughlin, K.C.5.G. (Victorie) |
be treasurers of the fund, and that the Dominion of New. Zealand end
gtates of the Commonwealth be invited to organise local efforts to .-
support the central fund. ' S
There will be some practical suggestion, he said, that we make this col=-
lection universal, & central fund; that we make it State by State, and, if you
will, perish by parish. There is also the department of trustees for the
central fund. At my right hand we have & Deniel. He will be ireasurer. ‘We
will essociste with him the grest-grandfather of Irish netionality and Irish
dominion in Australias, the Hon. John Meagher. We complete the trinity with
the name of Count O'Loughlin. ~
For the success of Irsland's cause in a national agpect two things are
necessary and those two things will be sufficient for triumph. We must be
united and let Ireland and Irish opinion be the centre of unity. Then we
want the means; we want the funds. There will be no difficulty ebout the =~
funds, end I would be much open to censure if I were to spesk to you about
practical unity of action. Keep your own honest views in private, but in pub-
1ic act together or stay at home. Now money will be required. The presence
of his Grace of Wellington shows us that Ireland is elready morally in the
Austrelasien sphere. The right of Irish netionality is justified before the
world; but it has not yet been an acknowl edged right, so that we have not now
in Irelend, in Dublin, an independent Irish Parlisment. We have the Castle
end the Castle is connected with Downing-street; and, as Cardinsl Logue saidy
1et there be & tap on the Orange drum in Belfast, and the word of order passes
40 Downing-street and to the gasgtle, and you are compelled in the name of law
and order. Thus you have the oppresaion of the Irish people. It will require |
an exorcism to drive these intluences from the shoras from which St. Patrick
drove the snakes. It must be applied to the Castle; it must be applisd to -
some English politicians, and, therefore, funds are necessary. It is really
jneredible that a nation like England, holding & high head amongst the nations
and cleiming to fly & tflag that is a meteor, which radiates liberty amongst
all people, has for seven hundred yoars, according to historic record, acted as

(an oppressor.
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an oppressor, as a treacierous tyrant sn: as en incorrigible enemy to self-
deiermination to the children oi St. Patrick.

ughame on the Big Fouri"

Some people say: "Yes, Home Rule for Ireland," but we must not forget
the planted party of ascemdancy in certain parts of Ulster; we must not for-
got the officials and their dependants including the spies and police of
Dublin Castle. Yes, and they were héard in the League of Nations. Shame on
those Big Four:! Sheme on the man who won the admiration of the world by his
phrase that the basis of legal suthority was to be the consent of those for
whom the authority is exercised.

Certain it is that through the English lsnguage and the Irish faith we
planted the Kingdom of Christ and the standard of the Cross all through the
world. We have won the battle of religious liberty; we have won it for Eng-
1and and for all the British Empire. God grant to the prayers of St.Patrick
that our enemiss may be permenently afrald and that Irsland will possibly
entor & historic and glorious nation amongst the League of Nations, which
some time ago was on the horizen, but 1s now obscured by mists that have
arisen. God grant it. Funds will be necessary = evei if they were not neces-
sary, our generosity as children of Ireland or children of Ireland's children,
would make us very glad to open our very heart's blood for Ireland. We are
not called on to die for Ireland. We would die for her if it came to us as a
duty - and die gloriously. Men have died and men will die, if necessary,
again to show that the Irish question is a real question. We are called om %o
1ive for Ireland, to act together for Ireland and,as a pledge of our earnest-
ness and devotion, to constitute a fund to be subscribed by all the Australian
people, State by Statse, district by district. Thus we will have fulfilled our
whole duty, and we will say to the Americans, "wo admire, we thank you, but we
will not only imitate, we will better your example."

a THE HON, FRANK McDOMNELL. ' e

The Hon., Frank McDonnell, M.L.C., of Queensland, seconded the resolution.
Mr. McDonnell on rising to spesk was received with cheers and applause. He .~
said: Let me say at the outset that I wish here, on the part of the Queensland
delegates, to say how proud we are to be privileged to take part in this great
and historic meeting. We desire here to offer our gratitude and apprefiation
to the great Generalissimo of the Irish race, his Grace, the Archbishop of
Melbourne. The time was ripe for an opportunity for the Irish people of Aus-
tralasia to express an opinion on the great Irish question of the day, and, to
his credit be it said, ¥hat that opportunity has been taken, By the resolution
that was carried this morning e clarion note has been sounded vhich will go
over the whole world from Australia and the resolution that has been.affirmed
here this morning will be ratified in every ¢ity and in every town of this
great continent,

We have this morming affirmed the right of Ireland %o self-det ermination. -

But, after affirming that principle we mst now turn to the practicael duty of
carrying that principle into of fect. Archbishop Kelly has pointed out that it
will be necessary to have funds in every State. Australia and the Irish peo-
ple of Australia have never been Exkkmixupem behind when called upon for Ire-
1and., This was particularly so after that memorable Easter Week when men
died knowing that it was slmost impossible to achieve what they desired, but
by shedding their life-blood. On that occasion, my own city = the Queen city-
thet I am proud of - took the initiative in organising a Dublin relief fund
for the femilies of those who suffered on that memorable occasion. I am proud
that we have here on this platform this morning our beloved Archbishop, Dre
Duhig, who had put his heart and soul into that movement, with the result that
1ittle Queensland was able to send at least £6000 home for the relief of the
Dublin sufferers. Anything that Queensland did so well then, I feel certain
that she will meintain, and we have the enthusiastic support of men from all

' parts of that State and the hearty co-operatiom of the Bighops. We have here

today Bishop Shiel of Rockhampton and Bishop Heavey of faraway Cooktown.
Ladies and genmtlemen, I feel that when this fund is taken up and that when - !
we in Brishane and in cther towns throughout Queenslend follow the lead of

this great meeting, I feel that, as far as our State is concerned, that Queens |

land will give a good account of herself. If I may say so, there is one
great and distinct feature of this great end memoreble gathering this morning,
and that was its complete unanimity. We shall be eble to go back to Queens-
land and say that the great resolution declaring the right of Ireland's free-

(-dom was.
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dom was accepted in this magnificent gathering Wkthout one dissentient
voice. We are asked at this period to do our share; some of us are Irishmen;
but the majority are Irish~Australiens who have been born in this land of
freedom. Let us do our share to help Irseland secure those rights of freodom
thet she, for centuries and centuries, has been struggling to obtain.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA'S VOICE.

Mr. Jemes Dowling (Western Australia) seid: By your action today, by your
unanimous acceptance of the resclutions, you have told those throughout the
Empire, and in every land, that Britain's treatment and her humiliatiocn of
Ireland haeve roused the stormy spirit of the Irish race. I wish to meke one. .-
1ittle reference and that was to a matter so ably referred to by his Grace, --
Archbishop Mannix, the case of Irelsnd at the Peace Conference. Ireland at the
Peace Conference was looked down upon and spat upon. Yet we see that the sons
from Japan, and that the Bedouins, the wanderers and nomads of the desert, the
dusky sons of India, each found a footing there, amd surely to God, Ireland
was entitled to sit there. She was denied. it. '

The resolution was carried unanimously. -

Archbishop Mannix, who was received with great cheering, said: Now that I
have been appointed treasurer, I am entitled to say that I have got a subscrip~
$ion handed to me by Mrs. Ryan (wife of the chairman of this meeting) emnd it-
is for £100. I camnot do less myself. I have also a promise made to me by
the Archbishop of Sydney, and his promise was also for £100. Of course, there
are other subscriptions; Bishop Carroll stated that he was very sorry that he
was not Bble to come to the Convention, but he sent me £25. No appesl has 80
fer been made to anybody. These are spontaneous offerings, and I merely men=-
tion them in order to allow the chairmen of the meeting and the Archbishop of
Sydney to give a lead to Australia and New Zealand. I also wish to state that
I have mskxhama just been handed another £100 from ¥r. & Mrs, B. Slattery,

well known in Melbourne.

[8

¢ THE THIRD RESOLUTION.

Meossage to de Valera.
pre J.H. Scullin (Victorie) moved:
3. That copies of the foregoing resolution be sent to Eamon de Valera.

The resolution thet I have been asked to move is that the previous re-
solutions we have carried should be conveyed to Mr. de Valera. I am sensible
of the fact that previous messages from Irish gatherings in Australis, under
our beautiful democretic government, have been stopped, but the management of .-
thie mesting imtend that they will get this message to him and we will leave
it to them. These resolutions will hearten up the leaders of the Irish nation
to0 keep alive the spirit that was roused in the Irieh people when the soul of
Ireland wes saveduby the blood of her martyrs on Easter Week. It is = respon-
sibility on those who stand for democracy to see that Irelend gets the right

. of selg-determination and how much more must it be to us whose fethers were

driven out of the land of their birth and who laid the foundations of demo-
crecy in Austrelia. We in Australie who enjoy democracy and every trus demo-
orat of the nationalities send our message across the leagues of ocean to
tell de Valera and the people who support him that we stend behind them in
that great cause of freedom that we are fighting today.

MR. M. MEAGHER.

Mr. Michael Meagher {Bathurst) seconded the resclution and seid that one
would think that it is hardly necessary to carry such a resolution et all,
because it follows that such resolutions should be sent to the leader of the
Irish people; just as in '86 or '88, when resolutions of this kind may have
been carried, they would have been sent to Parnell, because at that time Par-
nell was the lesder of the Irish people. Later the same message would have
been sent to John Redmond. Why? Because John Redmond wes the leader of the--
Irish people. One might mention, in passing, that if the fact that both of
these men were in gaol ~ as they were at different times - on account of their

leadership, nonetheless we would heve sent the message to them just the same.-~ -

So today, if de Valera is the recognised ‘leader of the Irish people, and we,
the sons of Irishmen or grandsons of Irishmen, as the cese may be, are prm.xd to
know that Ireland was never more united than she is today in following their

great lesder, de Valera.
LA »
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{Irish:Race Copv@ntion - 12).

Mr.'Chaxles,Q$dannbrﬁﬁ$£ : fsugﬁﬁrtad-the resolution end said:s We
here, enjoying the £Bll frui¥'s’GF self-goveintiont and living 16,000 miles
away ffom Ireland, get the tris pérapective of Ireland's self-determination,

and we cen render alservice to the ‘Biipire by using our weight and influence
in endésvouring to heal the running sore that exists in the cenire of the

Empires

ARCHBTSHOP. MANNIX'S CONGRATULATIONS. ..
His Grace, Archbishop Mannix, in conclusion, saids I have two announce-
ments to make. One is that the Hibernian Society of New South Wales will con-
tributeone hundred guinems, and I have ‘another ennouncement to make end that --
: is that a moment ago I was labouring under a misapprehension when I said that
A Mr. Ryan (the chairman) had given me £100 for this fund, It appears that I am
jndebted for that £100, and so is Ireland, not to Mr. Ryam, who does not wish to
do anything of the kind & the present moment, for obvious reasons, but to lrs.
Ryan, I want to congratulate the chairmen end the whole meeting on the success
attending the Convention. We have done what we came to do. Having done it,
we are not going to say any more about it. We will conclude the meeting by
singing "God Save Ireland."
The meeting concluded with the singing of "God Save Ireland” and three
cheers for the chairman (Mr. Ryan), Archbishop Mennix end Ireland, -

L
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19th. November, 191§. "Sydney Morning Herald."

The Church and L.oyal_x.
¥r., Justice Heydon's Views.

Sir,~- A wise rule prescribes that Judges shall teke no part in politics. But
there is a distinction between politics esnd loyalty. Whers the latter is con-
cerned, snd where the loyalty not of a man but of a body of men is brought
under suspicion, the fact that one of that body hélds, by the favour and con-
fidence of his fellow citizens, the responsible and honourable position of a
Judge may even make it his duty to spesk, if possible, with the tongue of a
truppet in vindication of his fellows and of himself. Such & situation is L
crested for me by the utterances of Archbishop Mannix, a prelate (I am ashamed’
to say) of the Church to which it is my highest and deepest blessing to belong.
No man likes to appear in public opposition to a clergyman of his own denomina-
tion whose office he profoundly respects, but it may belcome a duty from which |
it would be cowerdice to shrink. In proclaiming his sympathy with Sinn Fein, !
in urging us to put Australia first and the Empire second, the Cetholic Arch-
bishop of Melbourne hes shown himself to be not only disloyal as & men but (1
say it emphatically, Archbishop though he be and simple layman though I be)
untrue to the tachings of the Church of which by his office he shauld be a

ardien. Private assurances of this by Catholics to their fellow-citizens
have little weight; they say to each other naturally: “If Catholics do not
agree with him, why do they not repudiate him." And so infinite harm 1s done,
and Catholics walk among their fellow Australiens, whom they respect and by
whom they desire to be respected, with a brand upon them.

For a Catholic Archbishop to lead his flock along the paths of sedition
is to disobey the clearest teachings of the Catholic Church, Obedience to - -
end loyal co-operation with duly comstituted authority and all its lawful
commands (for there is, of course, a domain of conscience where no human laws
cen intrude) is, by her most earnestly imstilled. The political entity to |
which we belong is the Empire, of which we are a pert as essentielly as Vie~ = .~
toria is part of Australia, and as Melbourne is a part of Victorie and ag
Archbishop Mennix is a part of Melbourne.. The finel issue of such kash teach- .
ing is that a man may put himself before his country, and such a man we call-
g traitor. He may do so if he chooses, but let there be no mistake about it,
the Catholic of the British Empire who tramples the Empire underfoot, tramples
upon the teaching of his Church with it. The .Catholic Church utterly repro-
bates treason end strongly inculcates loyelty. The hierarchy of Ireland has
recently reaffirmed whet all Catholies know, that the temporsl authority of
our rulers comes from the same Divine source as the spirituel asuthority of -
the Church itself. Cardinal Mercier, in maintaining the resistemnce of his
Belgian people to the German invaders, haes taken the ground - the demonstrably
just ground - thaet the Germans are not, in Belgium, & lawful suthority, but a
set of bloody and cruel and tyreannical invaders and treaty-breekers. Will .--
Archbishop Mannix dere to say that the Empire stands in that relation to Aus-
4ralia? Let us turn for a moment from the call of duty to that of gratitude,
and from the call of gratitude to that of self-interest; and what shell we - i
£ind but the most overwhelming reasons who we should be faithful to our fel-
lows, who, all over the world, shelter with us under the glorious Union Jack?
Of whom are we the child? Who gave us this great country of ours, as large !
as the United States? Who protected us through war end peace, in the most - *
profound calm, so that never once has an enemy fired a shot within our boun-
deries, or even egainst our shores, for now 129 years? Who did this, during

-

‘hearly the whole of the time, without charging us & single penny, and even -- '

while epending large sums amongst us? And it was done for us, even now &
mere hendful, 1iving in the greet prize country of the world, the only great-
empty cowntry remaining, which of ocurselves we could never have held, end

could not now hold. It was done for us all: Irish, Scotch, Welsh end English =

gherever our fathers came from. The arms of the Empire were round us allj !

and we were safe and in that cradle grew up to be the Australian people, and.

now there is a man amongst us (but, thank God, not an Australian} who can

tell us that in this wer we should put Australia above the Empire. Or rather |,

(let us be absolutely fair to him) above the British Empire, our parent, our

nurse, and our protector, the home of our fethers. As for that other Empire, -

the Germsn, which would treed out in blood our langusge and our nationality,

we are to come under that; and indeed if we listen to him, most richly shall

we deserve it. Truly there are hetreds which ask for very costly foods to ’
1 sey in protection of my fellow Catholics who already suffer and will

suf fer more through the indignation which is rightly felt at such teaching,

this
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thiss That such hatreds and such treasocns, though they may be cherished by .-
jndividuals are no part and no fruit of Catholic teaching, but have their
root quite otherwhere. In America we have seen Monseignor Cassidy, the son of
a Fenian, addressing Catholic soldiers of Irish descent, telling them that
their cause was freedom, liverty and righteousness. If that is true in Ameri-
ca, outside the Empire, is it less true in Austrelia, whkthin the Empire? Can
Archbishop Mennix alter a single one of those words? And, if not, will he -
still tell us that Austrelis should put herself above freedom, liberty and '
righteousness? Perhaps he will. It is only in e country as free as Australia
that freedom cen be sbused and such things be said. What would be done in
Italy et this moment were some Sicilian Bishop to have the audecity to rear
his head end tell his flock before all the world that they ought to put
Sicily before Italy and Italy beneath the Austrien? Would his life be safe?
Yeot, what would be the difference between his teaching snd that of Archbishop
Mennix? '
I might say something of the time chosem to inflict this stab in the
pack of the Empire; this time of strain end difficulty, with heavy clouds of
disaster louring round and a special call for unity of counsel and effort;
but perhaps it would be better not to enlarge on that. If I said what sug-
gests itself I do not think that Daniel Mennix the man is also an Archbishop
of my Church. I will only say {speaking generally and without any reference
4o current contraversies) that if Australia accepts his doctrines, and holds .
horself free to give anything less than the fullest fidelity to the Empire,
she would indeed have mede the great refusal. History will be unable to point
to any exemple of more faithless disloyalty or blacker ingratitude or more
encrmous f£olly. And nothing in the teaching of the Church, I will not say
prescribes it, but even permits it. .
I am &c.,
CHAS. G. HEYDON.
Boreen, Darling Point. Nov.1l7.

=3

23rd. November, 1919. "Sydney Morning Herald!

sir,- As an Australian Catholic, please allow me the privilege of publicly
 endorsing in its entirety the letter of Mr. Justice Heydon, as published in
your colums of Monday last. _

No Catholic leyman in Australie today is more entitled end fitted in.
every respect - by reason of the high public position he holds in the life of
the State, his great ability and experience, and as one of the most devoted
adherents to the Faith, of which he is so great an ornament, to place before--
the public of the Commonwealth the views of the Cztholic community.

Thet & man occupying the posktion of an Archvishop of the Catholic Church
to be sllowed it to be for a moment inferred that he has even the slightest

- gympathy with a secret society, such &as Sinn Fein, is most estounding to mem~

bers of that Catholic body. The remarks of Dr. Mennix regerding Sinn Fein
paffle all understanding. B
Dr. Mennix is reported as saying that in his opinion neither the letter
nor Judge was worth any reply. The plain unadulterated truth is - the Judge's
letter is unanseerable, , A '
Regarding the righteousness of the war, Cardinal Mercier and the Irisi
hero, the late William K. Redmond, M.P., must surely in the opinion of all -
Cotholics - whether English, Irish, Scoteh or Australian ~ be more qualified--
to form a true estimate than a sympathiser with Sinn Fein - a secret society ‘
and one aided snd sbetted by the German iEmperor and the enemies of the Empire.
- {8ir) Mark Sheldon.
Dalton House, November 21,

!
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9th. Jenuary, 1919. "The Bulletin,” Sydney. (Secular woekly journal)}. Leader.
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SINN FEIN.

Sinn Fein, which put its case before the Australien editors who were
lately in Dublin, doesn‘'t seem to have made eny new friends thereby. True .. i
most of the executive are in gaol, and those who are lert to do the talking -
may or may not represent the brains of the movement. Yet those who spoke grg
represent the brains that are left to carry on the movement; and as there was -
no confusion among them as to what they were after, they are probably truse
interpreters of the thing as it stands today. They confess, freely end frankly,
that they aim at a republic - that end nothing else. Home Ruls, no sort of -
Home Rule that a Britigh Parliament would give them, would satisfy them. To
get a republic they must have arms; and they are prepared to accept arms from
anybody = Germeny included. Put it to them that Germeny has shown that it is
no respecter of small nations, and they are satisfied with the reply that
Britein has shown itself no respecter of the rights of their small nation
eithers They want independence, complete independence. What will happen after
they get it they are content to leave to the future. If they make alliances,
they must have the right to choose their allies, though they will go this far - .
that Britein being their next~door neighbour, other things veing equal they j
would naturally turn to Britein first. The men who speak for Sinn Fein now are
young men, poets and dreamers, fired with an enmthusiasm and & spirit of self-
sacrifice which compels admirationy and it would be good to be ablg to believe
that, smarting under a sense of what they believe to be a wrong done to the .
nationel cause in the execution of the leaders of the rebellion of 1916, they.
overstate the aims of the movement. . But it is impossible on the evidence to
believe anything of that.sort. The manifesto of"the Provisional Government of
the Irish Republic to the People of Ireland," issued on the eve pf the rebel=- ‘
lion of Baster, 1916, rani- ' !
We declare the right of the people of Ireland to the ownership of

Ireland and to the unfettered control of Irish destinies to be sovereign

and indefeasible. The long usurpation of that right by a foreign people

and Government has not extinguished the right, nor can it ever be ex~

tinguished, except by the destruetion of the Irish people. « . . Standing

on that fundamental right, we hereby proclaim the Irish Republic as a

Sovereign Independent State, and we pledge our lives and the lives of

our comrades-in-arme to the cause of its freedom, of its welfare and of ‘

its exaltation among the nations. - .
Though the enterprise ended in disaster, there is no reason whatever to belisve-
that that failure changed the spirit of the present movement any more than pay
many previous failures had changed previous similer movements. On the contrary, !
it is very sure that certain actions of the British Government snd its servants -
some of them dreadful blunders without a doubt - rekindled the fire which had
died out or almost died out in many an Irish home. Had the condition of Ire-
lend gone on improving as it had certainly been improving for some years prior
to 1913, and had the promise of Home Rule been loyally honoured, the ocld-stand-
ing Irish Question would soon have ceased to be a question of any consequence
at all. The problem of land-settlement was being solved, end egriculture was
being vastly improvwed, as well as the housing of the people. The 1916 rebel-
lion has unhappily played into the hands of the recalcitrant North; and what ..
that didn't do the subsequent attitude or the people of the South and West
towasrds the war has done. In modern times, at any rate, the North never had so
strong & case for standing out of Homs Rule; but the right of Ulster to decide
how it shall be governed doesn't impair the rights of the rest of Ireland -

provided always that the safety of the rest of the British islands is not im-

perilled., On the other hand, & condition which can produce, in the midst of a
lite~and-death war, such & rebellion as that which Ireland witnessed in 1916
is surely as great a peril almost as any that cean be conceived. If Home Rule
cen remove such perils as that, then even British safety c¢alls for its prompi
introduction,
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18th., December, 1919. "The Bulletin," Sydney# Leader.

TRELAND FROM THE OUTSIDE.

Both the British Government and the Irish Nationslists showed during
the Parlismentary dispute ober the 0'Donnell case that they misunderstood the
way Australia looks at the situation in Ireland. This country's feelings were
not "outraged", es Joseph Devlin opined they would be at the unlucky padre's
treatment: "outrage" carries an implication of astonishment, and most Austra-
liens have lost the capacity to feel surprised at the imbecilities of the
English officers whom the Government selects for some of the nation's most
delicate jobs. Members of the A.I.F. met them by the score at the different -
bases, (Note: A.I.F. - Australian Imperiel Forces). Elaborately genteel, per-
fectly futile end complacently scornful of "Colonieals," Yankees and most of the
Irish, Scotch and Welsh, they were the despair of the best in Englend of every
renk and class. Winston Churchill seemed snxious to prove tc Australia (mean-
ing really to the world outside England) that, whatever errors tactless sub-
ordinates might have committed, yet the heart of Downing Street was sound; it -
would not deny even an Irishmen justice. Few Austreliasns wjo were in Ireland
during the war will take him seriously. Irelend struck most of them as a place
where the members of one .caste can still steal horses with impunity while mem-
hers of the rival caste are liable to be arrested for looking into the loose- -
boxe A Father O'Donnell is put under close arrest on suspicion of having at

the worst mildly doubted the national value of the Sovereign; nothing happened
to the Ulsberite who some time back put his name and address to the following
in the Manchester Guardieni:- ' )
As for our present Royal Femily, to tell the truth we loyalists of
Ulster have very little respect for them. And we have no right. The
mother of our present Sovereign, Alexandra, was a supporter of the vile
separatist policy of Gladstone, and I am afraid we must place King George
and his wife in the same category.

Before trying a Batch of alleged rebels in Cork the other day the Judga charged

the Grand Jury in these words:= .
The offence is complete is preparations are made for rebellion or

warfare, even though that rebellion or warfare never takes place.

Sir Edward Carson formed, drilled and armed whole battalions of rebels in Ulster
when the present Home Rule Act was under discussion; he established a hospital .
t0 receive the wounded in the impending clash; and in a notorious .speech &t the

Criterion Restaursnt (London) he said: "I intend when I go over there (to Ulster;

to break every law that is possible." The Irish rebels were henged: some of the

Anglo~Irish ones became members of the War Cabinet.
Yet. Australisms have no time for Sinn Fein, and they don't believe in

the dream of an Irish republic. Neither, probably, do 90 per cent of the Irish, :

the latter being hard-headed people beneath their surface air of genial irre-
sponsibility, and the possessors of keen eyes for the main chance. Irelend to-
day is the most prosperous agricultural country in Europe. Its manufactures
are booming, and they will boom more when conditions are stabilised and the
country's great river power is harmessed. It has plenty of food andit is
1ightly texed. Sinn Fein's attitude to England is much the same as the at- :
titude of the I.W.W. here eand in Americae to capital. "Curse your pelliatives,"
the Sinn Feiner hisses - "your 1902 end 1909 Land Acts under which rural Ire-
land has become & country of affluent farmer land-owners: Curse your conces-.
sions under which, throughout the War, Irishmen were freed from the grip of . -
the Military Service Act! Curse also such prosperity as has come to zn agonis-
ed country through the pockets of English taxpayers and touristsi We want you
to get out."” No sensible worker believes that his class would be benefited by
the withdrawal from the country of Capital. There are other ways of dealing
with the fabled oof-bird than by wringing its mneck. Similerly while a few
Hibernian Lenins and Trotskys might score if England have up Irelend as it did
the American colonies, thousands of the rank and file know that they would be
ruined. At the same time as they lest markets for their goods they would have
to tax themselves exorbitangly for defence on land and sea. Complete independ-
ence is not worth it at the price, assuming thaet real freedom can be got by
less drastic meens.

There is & vague sympathy in this part of the world - and probably
elsewhere - with England in its recent efforts to settle the old Hibsrnian
trouble. Kipling, who hates Ireland, wrote:- = o

The sins that ye do by two and by two

Ye shall pay for one by one.
(His own.
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His own country is paying now for its sins against Ireland - #or a dark career
which began before Cromwell, and which is still going strong under George. The-
difference is that, while in the past the ill-used heroine of the pisce was
deliberately starved, sasssulted and disowned, the obvious intention today is to
make the honourable amend to her. England as a nation plainly wants to do the
right thing by Erin, short of committing suicide to humor her; and it is only--
failing through the idiocy of its officisls, as in the O'Donnell cass. The
opinion of Australizs - which, broadly, is no different from thet of the rest of
the world - will be crystallised for years to come in accordance with the
svents of the next few weeks. The world looks for a combination of reasonable-
ness and courage in all thres parties to the dispute such as the Campbell-~ ’
Bannermen Government showed when it decided to give the Boers self-government.
It doesn't expect England to agree to separstiomp which would be equivalent,
strategically, to opening the front door to the world's burglars. But it does
oxpect Ireland to be offered the same national status as Ausiralies, including
the power to impose & tariff againet English goods - if the Irish feel 1like it,
which they probasbly will not, in view oi the fact that four-fifths of the raw
products on which the Irish manufacturers depemnd coms from Englend, end prac- -
tically all their exports go there. The Nationalist Irish (most of whom have
in desperation become temporary Sinn Feiners) are expected to shelve the remem-
brence of what occurred in '98, and the Ulsterites to drop telking sbout the
Boyne Water. The world is as weary of these ancient grievances as of & worn~
out music~hall song. Australias hes particular cause to be sick of them, having
a greater population, proportionately, of people oi Irish descent than any ’
country but Brin itself. A humane audience bears with the lementations of the
wronged female so long as there is a stiff-necked refussl on the part of her
oppressor to give her a reasonasble chance. Ii she goes on lamenting after she
has had the chance, she hecomss what Carlyle once unjustly compared Ireland to -
a hagging shrew. Will England justity herself before the jury of the world in
the Home Rule BiIXl it has promised "before Christmes"? Will Ireland forget its
old end new wrongs provided the Bill offers full nationhood inside the British
Empire, and setiie down to talk sense end business as men like Smuis snd Botha
did? Thel rather than isolated episcdes like the O0'Donnell case is what exer-
cises the minds of countries such as Ausiraliia at the present time.
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gain aelf-determinat:ton. tM‘ter ‘the resolutions were carried oh yer's were
given for the Sinn Fein and Ireland while God Save Ireland was sung.

+27th, October, 1920. "Evening News, " Sydney.

The general secretary of the Irish National Association notified that the
following eablegram was yesterday despatched to Mrs. MacSwiney, widow of the
Lord Mayor of Cork: "The Irish National Association, Sydney, Austrslia, sends
deepest sympathy. Terence's martyrdom will achieve his dearest wish, which
will be your greatest consolation under God. - Sheehy, President; Dryer,Secre-
tary. LB b

-~

4th. November, 1920. "Catholic Press," Sydney.
Early in October, Messrs, John Sheehy (President of the Irish Nat:.onal As—
sociation), P.S. Cleary and Chas. Lawlor {of the Catholic Federation) waited
upon the Lord Mayor of Sydney with the following requests from the Irish
National Association:-
Resolution 1: "That the Lord Mayor be requested to call a public meeting
of citizens to consider the present state of affairs in Ireland.
Resolution 2; "That this meeting 8f the citizens of Sydney views with -
horror the savage atrocities committed by the police and soldiers on the de-
fenceless people and towms of Ireland; and c¢alls upon the British Govermnment- -
to denocunce the sbominable doctrine of General Mamcready that it is humane and
possible for soldiers to slay indiscriminately and without orders. It appeals
for the immediste withdrawal of the British Army of occupation, in order tha:l'.
negotiations may be arranged with the Irish peopls for aalf—determina:tion.
Resolution 3: "That this meeting demands the liberation of the Lord Mayor
of Cork and the other prisoners who are in gaol under military law,"
(Note: the request was refused by the Lord Mayor of Sydasy).

8th. August, 1920.

Archbichop Mannix was removed from the “Baltio“ by a British destroyer on
the high seas,
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lst. April, 1920. "The Catholic Press," Sydney.

THE SPIRIT OF IRELAND TODAY .
A Stirring Lecturs.
By A Young Australien Priest, Rev. Father M.A. Sheehy. -

A very large audience asmembled on Monday evening, the 22nd. uliimo, in
S5t. Patrick's Hall, Sydney, to hear the lecture which wasdeliversd under the
auspices of the Irish National Associamtion by Rev.Father Sheehy, of Wollongong.

In the course of his lecturs Father Sheehy said: "I am an Irish-Aus-
tralien, and I am here at the c¢call of the blood. For it is blood that consti-
tutes nationality, and the inspiring thought of a lifetime has ever been to me
that in my veins is the blood of Irish chiefs and Irish martyrs - aya! and
Irish'felons,' too. ,

.~ Most people in Austrelie are hopelessly in the dark with regard to what
is happening in Ireland. Arthur Griffith once said that England had erected &
paper wall around Ireland, on the inside of which she writes what she wishes
the Irish people to believe sbout the rest of the world, amd on the outside of
which she writes the calumnies that are often only too successful in depicting
Irgland as the Ishmael of the nations - to men who cannot see. When it is a .
question of news of Ireland, the press of Englend and the Empire is not merely
‘yellow'; it is absolutely jaundiced: A two-penny-ha'penny stpest brawl, or a
shot at & policeman who didn't happen to be there, is given a double column
under the ominous heading 'Sinn Fein.' - There has never been aught but abuse
for the policy that, for its wisdom and far-sightedness, has evoked the en-
comiums of the best brains in Christendom, and for the men whose place in his-
tory awaits'them, scholars, poets, patriots, whose wouls were set sbove the
things of earth, end whose young end beautiful faces bent low to kiss the bleed-
ing feet of Kathleen ni Houlihan, when she trod the winepress alone.

Be it said at the outset that a new spirit thrills Ireland today. Ire-
land's battle-cry today is an 'Irish Republic'; it used to be 'A Nation Once
Agein,' Today Irishmen are Sinn Feiners; they used to be 'Nationalists.' But -

yesterday their cdolour was green, today it is the tricolour that was consecrated

in the blood of Easter Week, the green, white and gold! And yet in spite of her

changed watchword, ensign and battle-cry, Irelend's principles are today the old,,

old ones = the principles Robert Emmet held when he raised the flag of revolt in
Dublin Gity; the principles of The 0'Neill when he battled with Elizabethj; the
principles of 5t. Laurence 0'Toole, when he urged the Irish chiefteins to crush

the invading Normens; the principles thet Ireland belongs to the Irish, to have

and to hold. 8inn Fein, therefors, is a new policy rather than a new principle.
It ceme into the nation's life in the nation's direst exigency. The land had.

become plethoric. The ideasls of a century ago no longer counted. Irishmen were
fast being Britonised. Smooth words and fair promises - above all, an insidious
influence at work in education sapping the very foundations of nationelity - had

conspired to make the 19th. century by far the most disasirous in the seven that

had passed since England first essayed the impossible task of destroying the
Irish nation. For while Ireland, as the 19th. century wore on, grew more vocal
about politicel freedom, all tihe esseutials of nationality - languege, culture,
memory - lagded away iut0 wne nignisid and isiands of Kerry and Donegai. The end
of the century saw the Irish 'Nationelists', the country's chosen chempions of
freedom, tacked on as a mere tail to an English perty, to be wegged 4t John
Buitl's pleasure, : A

put, thaux God, the end was nut yetiEegle eyes had seen from the watch-
tower the stealihy spread of West Britonism, and to a few young inen was given -
the broader vision -~ to ask themselves: 'What can a nation give in exchange for
its soul?' They founded in 1893 the Gaelic League, which was the turning point
in modern Irish history, and the inevitable result of iys de-Anglicising in- - )
fluence is the spirit thet thrills Ireland today - the spirit of a nation con-
scious of its destiny, the spirit of "Ourselves alone," the spirit of Sinn Fein,

The lecturer then referred to the growth of the Gaelic Leagus, and to
the manner in which it prepared the nation for ™the policy of nationel self-
respect and self-reliance that is known today as 'Sinn Fein' .

"Sinn Fein is founded on the faith the Irish people have that they cen
manage thiir own concerns without outside aid of any description, least of all
from the benevolent lady next dloor. Against the shibboleth of 'freedom by
legislation,’ Sinn Fein sets the policy of 'freedom by national self-develop-
ment.' The philosophy of Sinn Fein is essentially constructive; it aims at the
reconstruction of Ireland fram within. It would look for no favour from an
English Parlisment. Standing on the indefeasible principle of the rights of
nations to self-determination, it denies the moral authority of an English

(Parliament to.
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Parliament to legislate for Ireland at all. For if Englend has any right to
legislate for Ireland she must ascribe it to one of two things - the Act of
Union of 1801 or the right of conquest. Sinn Fein recognises neither. With
regerd to the Act of Union she has no need to repudiate it, for self-respect-
ing Englishmen themselves have long ago done that. Fox characterised it as
‘gtrocious in its principles and abominable in its meansi' And (Gladstone sald
of it: 'T know no blacker or fouler transaction in the history of man than the
meking of the union between England and Irsland.” ' '

The successive sattempts made by England to effect the conquest of Ire-
l1end were then treated of by the lecturer = the efforts of Henry II, of Henry -
III, Elizaebeth, Jemes I and the monster, Cromwell. The iniquities of the
Penal Laws and other instruments whersby England sought to establish the right
of conquest were referred to in more or less detail.

“England's claim to moral authority," proceeded Father Sheehy, "is re-
pudisted by Sinn Fein utterly end irrevocably. The fount and the source of
lawful esuthority in Ireland is, under God, the Irish people's will, and the
only way in which the British Government could acquire lawful authority in Ire-
land is by the free comsent of the Irish people. That free consent has never
been given and it never will. Forced acquiescence is not free consent. Ire—
1end has not cBased to voice her protest ageinst the English usurpetion. Six
times in the past 300 years she has asserted it in arms; a few years ago she
agserted it in arms once agein, and the principles for which the men of Easter
Week, 1916, shed their bleood are the principles that have led Irishmen in every
age to face death joyously for Irelemnd, secure in their faith that the God-
given right to liberty is Ireland's - a right that was never lost, neber fore-
sworn, & right that is the basis of her claim today, to be recognised among -
the nations of the world ms a sovereign and independent Republici :

Febher Sheshy then proceeded at some length to show the manner in which
Sinn Fein dealt with the problem of nationel education in Ireland. Where pos-
gible it transferred scholars from the so-called 'National' schools to those of
the Christian Brothers, and it established independent schools, of which the
most femous was that of St. Enda's, founded by the learned and cultured Padraic
Pearse, first Prosident of the Irish Republic, who aimed, he said, et "meking .
good men rather then learned men, and men truly learned rether than persons
qualified to pass examinatiomns.' 5inn Fein also considered the whole seriss of
esconomic and commerciasl problems that faced their impoverished country. And -
here, said the lecturer, what a legacy of English tyranny and spoliation con-
fronted them. He then went on to describe Ireland's high status in the commer-
cial world end the menner in which that status had been reduced by English
legislation. Sinn Fein began with the policy of protection by appealing to the
individual throughout the country to support Irish menufactures, and the policy
was acted on the peoplse, with such good effect that English-made goods began to |
be spuriously sold as of Irish menufacture. Sinn Fein countered with the "Made
in Irelend"' itrademark. '

Through the individual also, proceeded the lecturer, Sinn Fein pursued
its policy of assuming control of the general administration of the country. -
Inch by inch it geined ground in the County, Urben end District Councils of
Ireland, and thus becsme a potent influence in utilising much of the wealth of
Ireland for the Irish-Irdland cause., Father Sheshy then spoke of the immediate
occasions of the rising, and gave character skeiches of the principal leaders.
He also read excerpts from those wonderful and intemnsely humen decuments, the
last letters of some of those leaders to their loved ones, and described thedr
last hours. The big audience was plainly moved by the recital. :

The lecturer concluded: "Only a fool would pretend to see the full sig-
nificance of events of contemporary history. It is only retrospective, however,’
to say that the events of Raster Week, 1916, have done more to galvanise the--
spirit of the Irish nation than anything since '98. When the intellectuals of
g nation turn from the flowery paths of feme to tread the way that leads 1o the
gibbet, simply for an ideal; when women of beauty, wealth and position hendle
a musket shoulder to shoulder with their less favoured sisters, fighting for
the seme idesl; when & boy of 15, with his back to the wall, and an English
pistol clicking in his ear, tells a brutal officer to 'shoot away', since he
will not budge en inch; the nation that bred such a race of heroes cannct be
dead, neither has the spirit of its manhood departea. Ladies end gentlemen,

this is the spirit of Ireland today."

The Right Rev.Minsignor Collins, P.P. proposed a voteuof thenks which
was seconded by Mr. Williesm MacGuinness and cerried with enthusiasm.
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15th. April, 1920. "Catholic Press," Sydney.

_An Irish=Ireland concert, to commemorate Easter Week, was held in the
Town Hall, Sydney, on the 12th. April, 1916, under the auspices of the Irish
National Associsati on.

After the intervel, the Very Rev. Father M.J. O'Reilly, C.M., ad-
dressed the audience thus: "Brother and sister Sinn Feiners, for we are all
Sinn Feiners here - (tremendous applause) - I am glad to see so splendid an
assembly in honour of self-determination for Ireland. They were all watch-
ing with the despest interest the noble struggle of the men end women of
Treland for freedom, snd they were quite confident about the result. 'We
ére not down-hearted,' said Father O'Reilly, a statement which brought out
e thunderous "No."

Trishmen who appreciate the iromy of a situation were delighted to
learn from that morning's papers that the Russian Soviets had resolved to
decorate Clemenceau and Winston Churchill - {groans) =~ with the highest de-~
coration in their power - the order of the Red Flag - for the help these
statesmen had given to the consolidation of Russia. In the same spirit he
would like cordielly to thank Lloyd George for making every Irish man and
women worthy of the name & Sinn Feiner. If it had not been for the charac-
teristic British perfidy of Asquith end Lloyd George, we might have had
Home Rule today - snd we don' want Home Rule. (Loud applause.) We want
"something more exquisite still." (Laughter and applause.)

We are told by the "Pommy" press, and he called it the "Pommy "'
press, because it certainly is not Australian, that we should not concern
ourselves with the troubles of Ireland., Well,he said, in reply, set the
examples yourselves. (Applause). Day after day, the "Pommy" press was '
filled with lying cebles end reports about Ireland, and so long as the
press published lies abount Ireland they would find members of the race
roady to stand up and refute them. Yet thoese papers, like Ireland's British
persecutors, had done good service to Ireland. They had mede the term
"rebel”" a title of honour. Every Irishmen worthy of his salt during the
past was & "rebel." They had sought to create religious divisions in Ire-
land, but many of the most distinguished of these rebels, like Robert Emmet,
whose immortel dying speech had been so well rendered this evening, was a
Protestant, :

The "Pommy" press had endeavoured to make out that Irelend was a
1and where murder and crime had become popular habuitse; vut even at the
present time he was sufficlently patriotic to back Sydney ageinst Ireland
fgr the "Murder Cup," and the betting was 6 to 4 on Sydney. Sir Charles
Wade had just returned from Englend to sit on the Bench, and in his first
sitting he had 16 capital cases listed. Quite recently it was recorded thet
there were 50 murders cimmitted in England in one week, some of them of the
most brutal character. But the "Pommy" press was silent about these matters.
He was an Australian in spirit; but every drop of his Irish blood tingled
with shame and indignation at the celummies heaped upon Ireland in the pro-
pegenda work of the "Pommy" press.

. But things were going on nicely, giving point to the expression in
the recitation they head just heard: .

Thou art not conquered yet, dear land:
Thou art not conquered yet.

I N R RN NN NN RN R RN RN EENE AL RN

(Note: PPommy", an Australian sieng term, mesning an immigrent from Great
Britein. Derivation: Immigrant - pomegranate - "Pommy,."
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May, 1920 (exact date not ascertainaovie) ~ "Sydney Morning Herald," {Leaaer).

SINN FEIN IN AUBTRALIA.

In the last numher of "The Contemporary Review" is a fine article by -’
Professor Gilbert Murray, in which he deplopes "the spirit of Satanism, the
spirit of unmixed hatred towards the existing World Order" that seems to be ram-
pant everywhers. It is"the spirit which rejoices in any wide-spread disaster ---
to the world's rulers, which is mors rife today than it has been for over a
thousand years." Especially is it noticeable where the British Empire is trying
to mest the new comditions of peace with a larger mind and a more vigourous will
on behalf of the weaker races. "It is felt to some oxtent sgainst all ordsred
Governments, but chiefly against all Imperial Governments; and it is directed
mote widely and intensely against Great Britain than ageinst any other Power."
While we feel this to be true wherever German agents are at work and where Rus-
silan propagsnda is being forced - in Nearer and Further Asha, and among the
Mahommedans everywhere - here in.Australie we are watching its development in
comnection with Sinn Fein end the allsged wrongs of Ireland., Thise is not a mat-
ter of recent growth. While the war was raging Australia was made a batile~
ground for this issue. Very largely the fight for conscription was used by the
Sinn Feiners in our midst to mske confusion of the Empire's call, and to pour - -
contempt upon our good neme within and beyond the Empire, But now that peace -
has been proclaimed, Irelsnd is still being used by the enemies of the Empire-to
continue a conflict ended in Europe, We have the same gospel of hatred preached
in our midst. Dr. Mannix has left Australis with the plaudits of a considerable
minority of the population ringing in his ears and stimlated by his evil speech.
Associated with him in the last functions of farewell were the Lord Mayor of
Sydney and two Ministers of the State Cabinet, and very markedly were the usual
loyal toasts omitted. All this, up to a recent date, prompted such a letter as
Dr. Leeper wrote toc the London "Spectator" which appeared in its issue of April
3rd, and is reproduced in our columns this morming. The whole question resolves
itself into hatred of Great Britain, and becomes in fact a determination to h
break up the Empire. It is not necessary at this point to do mors them indicate
the facts, because we are now concerned with something very much wider and deep~
er than politics or the aims of a minority in Australia to upset the existing
order. Our questions begin with Professor Gilbert Murray's article, end the
spirit of Satenism to which he directs attention. This desperate hatred of the
existing order is what we are bound to watch and think over; because unless
within ourselves, as a community, is its antidote, the well-organised forces of
disunion will prove our undoing. ' Any minority, if sufficiently diseiplined,
armed, drilled, determined, and unscrupulous, can keep down a majority unready.
and without efficient leadership; but beyond everything is the venemous hatred
which Germany first exploited, and which now is being turned upon Australia and
the Empire. : -

I3 will, no doubt, be urged that this has become primarily a question in
which the Church of Rome is directly concerned, not as outside and anxious, but
as inside and energetic to foment strife. Has not Dr. Mannix been feeding the
flames of hatred in our midet? Are not the great majority of his associates in
the hierarchy =snd the prissthood of the Roman Catholic Church in Australis
gctively engaged in keeping the fires of enmity against Great Britain alight?. .
Does not Sinn Fein stand for Ireland against the Empire in every quarter of the-
globe - in America no less than in Australia - and does not this mean war wherever|
our flag flies? These questions are crucial, we admit, but we do not propose to
answer them categorically at the moment. If our politicians were asked to dis~-
cuss them they would probably say that Sinn Fein alone is Ekm enough to account..
for all the mischief that has been done in Ireland and is bheing attempted in Aus~
tralia. Moreover, our cablegrams show that the authorities of the Church of Rome: .
are much perturbed about the position in Ireland. It is getting out of hand. ;
Their own influence is being threatened, if not denied; and the Church, after ell,
does not believe in anarchy and confusion. Its very existence is based upon
orders Bul leaving this phase of the subject, what is our own attitude ms a com-
munity, loving order and good government, towards this gospel of strife? Are ths
P?otestant Churches united, or are they likely to be so in the near future? The-
Signs ere good, but is action towards hearty co-operation likely to be immediate~
ly fruitful? What of industriel warfare? Are our classes ready to close up their
ranks for the common welfare? Is there not as much tendency towards misunderstend-
ing in one sphere as in the other? The argument could be extended in several
directions; but the occasion calls for another note. Deep down in ths heart of
the community there is a feeling of comradeship end a readiness for co-operation

(if the right.
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i scarrisd into da;ly llfe. This means leadershlp.
It calls for a splrltual crusa o taken 1ntq every walk of the country's activity;
end it must be as truly felt by the Churches as by the classes - by the Church as
a whole, and therefore carried into the classes. At present we are & people
divided. Our leaders are watching the crowd; they are students of the cult of the
jumping cet; and meanwhile the great gospel af hatred is being preached +to our-
undoing. Surely never before was there so great a need for the preaching the gos=~
pel which the lowly Nazarene set forth in His life and died to justify; and now is
Church's opportunity. _
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THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD.
Saturday, June 19, 1920.

SINN FEIN IN AUSTRALTA.

The correspondence in the "Herald" on the subject of Sinn Fein ia Aus-
tralia has revealed the existence of two distinct and irreconcilable schools of -
opinion. One holds to certain concepts and codeos of behaviour which are old-
fashioned, it is true, but only in the sense that they have always appealed to the:
finer instincts of mankind. Loyalty is not an obsolete idea. Decency imposes cer=

" tain obligations on all who choose to live under the protection of the British flag

and benefit by the very spacious freedom in word and deed which it confers. It is

not becoming for those who enjoy these privileges to abuse them; it is unpardonable

" when they take advantage of them to sow dissension in the British Empire, to aid

abet those who are avowedly hostile to Britain, to misrepresent Australian feeling,
and to endeavour to antagonise Australisns asmong themselves in a matter which is
not Australia's concern. The offence is the greater in proportion to the position
and influence of the offenders. Those who hold high ecclesiastical or public of-
fice have a heavier responsibility. The one should remember that the militancy of
the Church was never intended by the Church's Founder to extend to the political.
sphere; the other that acceptance of office under the British Crown or the taking

of the oath of slleglance implies, at the very least, the observance of the outward |

forms of allegiance. There are many of the Australian sympathisers with Sinn Fein

who have utterly forgotten these self-evident facts. They, with their followers, - -

have sought to justify themselves by various arguments, none of them in the least
convincing, and many of them mitually inconsistent. They have endeavoured to carry
the warfere into their critics' camp by complaining that the "sectarian issue" is
being raised.

But who raised it first, and who gloried in the translation of the whole
controversy into terms of sectarianism? Who began a systematic campaign of insults.
to0 the Empire and to the soldiers who helped to save it, and then when, as human
patience has its limits, the latter protested, who began to whine? The privilege
of receiving hard knocks in silence is apparently to be left to the Diggers; “they
were'paid® to get hury, and many of them returned with more money than they ever
had in their lives." When the other side is hit even by a dialectical weeapon we
hear the querulous squeal. But as a matter of fact the sectarian issue need never
have been ralsed at all. It has been carefully avoided by writers such as Sir
Charles Rosenthsl, who, while they felt a legitimate resentment against the tactics
of a section, were more appreciative than some of the dignktaries, spiritual and
secular, of the fine loyalty by many Romen Catholics during the war, eand their
splendid service on many a fields The Church of which Cardinal Mercier is a member
gave greatly to the success of the Allied cause, and no one would belittle or for-
get the services of its sons in the British Empire and among our Allies. The fsel~
ing that found expression in the recent correspondence had nothing to do with re--.
ligion on the one side; it was directed simply and sclely against the political
ectivities of a certain group whose aggressive disloyalty to the British Empire, be
it remembered, has been denounced by resolutions passed by co=religionists. Only
through the manipulation of the apologlsts of this group did the controversy assume
a sectarian colouring. But, after all, facts speak for themselves., It is impos-

gible to escape the conclusion that here in Australia is a force which works steadi-

-1y for mischief, which seeks ever to bring sbout disruption snd schism, and which

has lately become insclently outspoken with regard to its ambitions.
Whose was the voice that declared the war to be "a sordid trede war" on

the Allies' part? Who insisted in season and out that "Australia had done enough?® !

Who were asszociated with the movement which in the Allies' darkest hour should come
to terms with the enemy? What of the plot, conclusively established before a Royal

Commission during the war, to send money to Ireland to help the rebels? What of the

constant attempts to palliate the outrages committed by Sinn Fein in Ireland, and

the statement thet "even if a few policemen are shot it won't do much harm?" It is -

little wonder that the loyal Irish-Australians are disgusted with the conduct of
some of their competriots, and that public opinion, usually so tolerant in this
country, has st lemgth been stirred to indignation. Australia is part of the
British Empire, and is proud to be a member of this great commonwealth of nations.
We know that our destiny will best be fulfilled within the Empire in which the Im-
perial tie is compatible with the fullest and freest developmenit of the national -
gentiment of each dominion. We know, to00, that our security depends upon the main-
tenance of the Imperial connection. We honour the Australian flag, we also honour
the British flag, and will not have it mocked and insulted by a noisy minority, who,
while quite content to live under its protection, reserve to themselves the right
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and sowing strife in our 1
lians ere '"King's men,™ : : '
this sedulous endeavour to fomen't discord and prejud-:.ce ﬁhe unity of the Emp:.re.
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Mr, HUGH MAHON.

Memberw of the House of Representatives.
Federal Parliament of Australia.

(Mr. Hugh Mahon represented the constituency of Kelgoorlie (Western Aus-
trelia) in the Federal Parliament for about twenty years. In former Labour
Administrations he had been Postmaster-General, Minister for Externsl Affairs-
and Acting-Attorney General.

He had been in Kilmainham Gaol, under the "Buckshot Forster" regime about
twenky thirty-nine years previously.)

11th, November, 1920. "“Catholic Press.”

On Sunday, the 7th. November, more than ten thousand people were present at |

a huge public meeting held under the auspices of the Irish-Irelend League of
Victoria on the Richmond Reserve. The meeting was presided over by Mr. Hugh

Mahon, M.H.R., President of the League. On the platform wers Messrs. Frank Tudor;

M.H.R., Parker Maloney, M.H.R., Frank Brennsn, M.H.R., M. Considine, M.H.R.,
Cunninghem, M.H.R., G. Premdergast, M.L.A. (Leader of the State Labour Party)
end J,L. Murphy, M.L.A. ' '

Mr. Mshon said the meeting had been convened to express sympathy with the
relatives of the late murdered Lord Mayor of Cork, who would live in Irish his-
tory with Emmet and Wofe Tone. .+ « » '

There was one absentee who could not be replaced that day - his Grace the
Archibishop of Meliourne. He knew the mention of the Archuishop's name would
be received with cheers. The outrage committed upon the Archiuishop mmkkxmxikims
English authorities would never be forgoiten by the Irish people of Australia.
It was one 0f the most dammable outrages ever committed upon a free man in an
alleged free coumtry. The very hypocrites who pleaded with young men to go to
the war and who told them of the terrible sufferings of Cardinal Mercier in
Belgium were the brazen aypocrites today who had virtually gaoled the Arch-
bishop of Melbourne and refused him the right of entering his own native land
and paying a visit of affection to his venerable mother. Whatever the Germans

did in Belgium wfs committed during the war, but it should be remeubered that - .

the gang of English hypocrites was ruling Ireland and committing awful atroci-

ties when the world was supposed to be enjoying peace, What the English authori-.

ties had done to the Archbishop of Melbourne was an infinitely greater outrage
than the Germans had done to the Cardinal Archbishop of Belgium., The Germans.
had the excuse that the war was raging at the time, but the English authorities
could find no excuse for their unjustified action. It was these people who had
the impudence and audacity to reproach young Irishmen and Irish Catholics for
not sacrificing themseives to uphold rule of the kind, He was sure they felt,
as he did, the utmodt indignation against the gang that gaoled the Archbishop.
This feeling of indignation should be handed down to their children.

They had next to express sympathy with the widow and family of the late .
Lord Mayor of Cork, who was irreproachable in his domestic and private life
end had been elected to the highest public offices. What sort of a Government
that placed in a felon's cell a man of such attainments and intellesctual gifis?
Aldermen MacSwiney wes a true patriot and he gave his life for his country.

Nover in Russia under the worst rule of the damnable Czars was a crime of
more infamous character committed than the action of the English Government in
subjecting to a lingering dmmkk and painful death such a noble man =mand true
patriot as Ald. MacSwiney. They read in the papers that his poor widow sobbed
over his coffin, and, as there is & just God in heaven, that sob would reach
round the world, and, growing in volume, would one day shake the foundations
of this blood and accursed despotiem.

He wag reproached the other day that the police were being shot in the
back in Ireland. If they were shot in the back, it must be because they were
running away. But there were no police in Ireland. They were spies, informers
and bloody cut~throats. It was satisfaectory to know that the rotten English
Government could not get uniformed soldiers to do their dirty work in Ireland,
but had sent across the seas the scourings of the English cities -~ the Black
end -Tans. Many of these undesirables were gacl-birds. Some of these thugs,
the murderers of innocent men, women and children, have been sent to their ac-
count. Their souls, if they had souls, are probably in hell, which made it
fitting that their carcases should go to where they came from. I would not

have the sweet pastures of holy Ireland poisoned by their carrion claye. .« « « &

{The following.




The following

the relatives
the Lloyd Ge
which has

MacSwiney devoted his noble 146,
"That this meeoting warnestly invites the attention of free Australia

to the complete destruction of civic llberty in Ireland by the action of en

i English Government; it denies the right of England to impose her will upon the

5 Irish people in view of the fact that Ireland by an overwhelmlng majority ap~-

i proved of the establishment of an Irish republic; and it condemms the saturna—-

% & lia of murder, arson, plunder and destruction indulged in by the foreign army.

Wf of occupation, with the clear connivance and approval of the English Governmant.

' : "That this mass meeting of Australisn citizens, in view of the policy

2 - of oppression and tyranmny pursued by the English Government in Ireland which has

M brought eternal disgrace upon the whole British Empire, of which Australia

: forms part, pledges its support to any movement for the establishment of an

4 Australien republic,”

“

13th. November, 1920, "Sydney Morning Herald." ,

EXPELLED
e Mr. MAHON M.P.

S Kalgoorlie GSeatl
Declared Vacant.

After an all-night sitting the House of Representatives early this morn- |

ing agreed to thp motion which had been moved by the Prime Minister, Mr.Hughes, |
expelling the Member for Kalgoorlie, Mr, Mshon, from the House for having "by I
roason of seditious end disloyal utteranoes been guilty of conduct unfitting

% him to remein a member of this House."

(The voting was 34 to 7).

18th. November, 1920. "Catholic Press." . e
In the course of an interview with a repreventative of the "Catholic -
Press," Mr. Mshon said: "No regret or sympathy need be wabted over my exclusion
from the present Parliament. If anyone thinks that I regard it as an indignily
g they quite misunderstand my feelings. The indignity attaches to the garroter
- not to the victim." , :
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The Treaty.

8th. December, 1921. "Catholic Press," Sydney. Editorisals,

Ireland a Free State.
Peace at Last.

There was intense feeling of relief throughout the civilised world yester=-
day when it was announced that a Treaty had been agreed upon between Irsland
and England. As we write, the terms have not been made public; but we have no [
manner of doubt that Ireland has at last secured her independence. The news !
of the agreement came to the public a&s a surprise, for, on the previous day, {
we were told that the conference had broken down. |
|

15th. December, 1921, "Catholic Press."

The_Treaty |
Will Ireland Accept It? -

As we go to press it 1s difficult to form an opinion on the proposed ;
Treaty between England and Irelands Dail Eireann met yesterday and the result
should be known today, Whatever Dail Eireenn decides on the Irish the world
over will loyally support. If they decide to reject the Treaty well and good.
We shall be with them. If they accept it they will do so without putting any
boundary to the progress of the nation, and we ghall rejoice with thems It is
for Ireland to determine. And so far the voice of Irelsnd is not known.

It is significant that England has received the bulk of the congratula-
tions. The Treaty is regarded as an English victory. That fact alone is e
enough to make the Irish suspicious. The Treaty if accepted by Ireland means--
for England peace with the world. It may mean, too, an Anglo-Americen Alliance
which would spell security and prosperity for England, It would go far towards
restoring England's good name among civilised peoplesf England in exchenge for
these favours could afford to be generous to Ireland. No one who reads the .-
Treaty carefully can say that she has been., She has not given Ireland even a
full measure of gustice. There is no mention ot reparation for the wrongs done
since the Union and for the ruthless destruction of cities, towns, villages and
homesteads of Ireland during the past five years. Ireland is to be asked to
pay her share of England's national debt, in the incurring of which Ireland
had no responsibility or benefit. And there is no mention of a refund of the
£300,000,000 of overtaxation since the Union,

It is provided, too, that a representative of the Crown shall be appointed
to Ireland in like manner to the Governor-General of Canada and Australia. Now-
in Canadsa and Australia no cbjection can in reason be raised to the presence of
the Governor-General. It is true that under the Constitution he has tremendous
powers; but as a matter of fact these powers are never exercised, and he is -~
satisfied to be a social ornament or a mere figurehead., No Act can becoms law
until it has the vice~regal assent, but England gives the King's representative
t0o understend that he must bow to the wishes of hie advisers. In fact, Aus-
tralia and Canade are free states. But is Irelsnd as likely to be as free?
There is every reason to doubt that if the Irish Parlisment passes Bills that-
are thought to affect English interests, which are so contiguous, the Royal - -
assent may be withheld. The Governor-General will be within spesking distance
of Downing-street, and Ireland has sufficient experience of Englend to fear the
worst. The presence of the Governor-General, therefore, may be taken to en- -
denger Irish independence. .

Ireland also. is asked to pay compensation to judges, officials, police and
other English servants discharged or retired in consequence of the change of -
Government., No price, perheps, should be considered too great to get rid of - |
the English garrisonjy but as these officials are doing England’'s work, it would !
have been a gracious act on England's part if she took the burden of the com- '
pensation om her own shoulders., As for the arrangement with North-East Ulster,
it is difficult to understand the clauses of the Treaty. We presume, at any
rate, that if the Northern stateling is to last, it must be reduced to four
counties, for two of the six counties are Sinn Fein. seese .

While awaiting the decision of Dail Eireann, we, therefors, hope for the -
best, understanding thet while England has good reason to rejoice over the
settlement, Irish rejoicings are somewhat mixed, if not premature or impossible.
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(The Treaty - 2).

15th. December, 1921. "The Freemen's Journal," Sydney - Editorials.

The Irish Treaty.
If Deil Fireasnn Ratifies It.

If Dail Eireann ratifies the Treaty which was arranged by the representa-
tives of the Irish Cabinet and Mr. Lloyd George the world will rejoice as
greatly as it did when the signing of the armistice brought the end of the
Great War in sight. But should the unexpected heppen and a mejority in Ire-
land seek better terms, it is not for the overseas friends of Ireland to quar-
rel with such a decision. Self-determination can mean only one thing - the

right of = nation to the precise form of government the mejority of that nation

desire -~ and it is for Ireland and not for us to decide whether it will follow
the policy of Arthur Griffith or Eamon de Velera,

22nd. December, 1921l. "The Freeman's Journal.," - Editorial.

The Empire's Chrisgtmas Box.
An Irish Settlement.

An Irish settlement would add considerably to the happiness of the Empire
&t Christmas time and the cables of the last few days have given some reason
for optimism. But, unfortunately it isquite apparent we have been receiving
only one side of the story. There is a strong flavour of Downing~-street pro-
paganda in everything we have read and we might be pardoned ror suspecting
that Mr. Lloyd George believes he has scored a diplomatic victory and that he
is creating an "etmosphere" which will meke it very hard for Dail Eireann to
consider the treaty with an open mind. The political astuteness of Mr. Lloyd
George has never been questioned. Therefore, when we find him "rushing" the
Irish agreement through the Lords and Commons we can conclude that England's
interests are well safe-guarded.

29th. December, 1521. "The Gatholic Press." -~ REditorial,

Lest We Forget.
The Martyrdom of Ireland.

Although there is world-wide gladness today over the peace in Ireland,
the memories of the English Terror are so fresh in the minds of the Irish peo-
ple that from Ireland itself we hear little news of rejoicing. The conces-
sions gained from England were won at an immense sacrifice, and the only ques-
tion in the minds of the people is whether the Treaty is worthy of those who -
gave their lives for Ireland. A time comes in the life of a nation, as in
that of an individuel, where all material considerations, and even life itself,
fade into insignificance in the presence of a noble ideal. That is the statse
of Irelend today. Her people, men, women and children, have been tested by
fire and they have come through the ordesl with renewed strength. They have
seen their sons and daughters shot end their towns and rural homes and fag-
tories ruthlessly destroyed, and yet they have not wavered for an instant.

And while the enemy is rejoicing over peace, they are wondering in silence if
they have received the full reward of their victory.
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of ;Australasia.

The League was established in Sydney by Miss Kathryn Hughes, of Alhanta,’
(_}a.nad e

of Irelend to choose frieely, without coercion or dictation from outside,
their own Governmental Institutions end their political relationship with
other States and peoples.

Its aim was: To secure organised support for the right of the people

18th. February, 1921. Provisionally formed in Sydney.
President: Mr. Neal Collins;
Secretary: Mr, Jas.F. Donovanj
Orgeniser: Mr. D. Nilon.

26tk. February, 1921. Formally launched in Sydney Town Hall. |

4th. October, 1921, State Gonventioﬁ met in Sydney.

In New South Wales, 119 branches were formed. In Victoria more than
200 meetings were held.




S M
R I

D

DEPORTATION

‘ of
MR. OSMOND THOMAS GRATTAN ESMONDE.

(1921)




1Y I

; LE

MR, OSMOND ESMONDE.

12th, Jeanuary, 1921. "Sydney Morning Herald."

Mr. Osmond Thomas Gratten Esmonde who was a pessenger by the R,M.S.
"Makura", which arrived from Vancouver yesterday, is at present detained on
the vessel, having been refused permission to land by the Customs authorities.

The reason for the detention has not yet been publicly stated, dbut it is
understood that the Customs authorities believe that he ie here on a diplo-
matic mission associated with the republicen movement in Ireland. ¢ o « o«

When seen on the "Mekura" last evening (presumably reporter's interview),
he said:- "I am not on a diplometic mission et all. It hes been reported to--
me that one or two passengers eccused me of insulting the King. The Customs
officials accused me of being an officiel representative of the Irish Republic. |
That accusation was made when the boat arrived at Watson's Bay (Sydney). I )
have neither affirmed nor denied it. They want me to eign a document. If I
sign it I will be deported and if I don't sign it I won't be allowed to lend.
This is the position as I understand it, and I am writing for official con-
firmation as to whether this is their attitude or not. .

I am taking legal proceedings so I do not wish to say much without con-
sulting my solicitor. I think I may inform you, however, that I am here in
connection with Irish affairs.”. .

13th, Jenuary, 1921. "Sydney Morning Herald." B ‘

Mr, R.,D. Meagher, legsal representative of Mr. Esmonde, states that Mr, ‘
Esmonde desires the following message to go out to. the public: T

"I sm a natural-born British subject, travelling on British passports,’
properly vised and authenticated, and in these circumstances I refuse to sub-
mit to the indignity of being required to take the oath of allegiance as a
condition precedent to landing at any port in the Empire. )

"I hold a passport from Lord Kedleston, Secretary of State for Foreign
Affeirs and on this passport I have travelled through the United States and
Cenada and the Canadian Government have vised the passport to travel to Ams-
tralia. ¢ TR

"My brother made the supreme sacrifice at the battle of Jutlend in 1916,
and in the previous year I offered myself for enlistment in the Northumberland
Fusilliers but was rejected as medically unfit. S

"I, therefore, prefer not to land in a country which places a law upon’
its Statute Book imposing such humiliating conditions me as a British eubjed ."

14th, January, 1921. "Sydney Mornming Herald." - S ;
On this day the "Sydney Morning Herald" published a "photograph of visite

ing card said to have been obtained from a fellow-passenger of Mr. Esmonde."

OSMOND GRATTAN ESMONDE-
Irish Diplomatic Miesion.

15th, January, 1921. "Sydney Morning Herald." o
Up to this afternoon, the Minister for Home and Territories, Mr. Poynton,

had not heard of any further development in the cmee of Osmond T.G. Esmonde,-  :
who had been refused permission to land from the steamer "Mekura" in Sydney, I
because he declined to take the oath of allegiance. “If he likes to take the |
oath,” said the Minister, "he can land. If he does not he must stay where he !
iB- " i

3rd. February, 1921. "Catholic Press," Sydney. SRR i
Extraordinary scenes of enthusiasm were witnessed on Thursday evening

last (27th. Januery, 1921), when hundreds of the Australien friends and sym-
pathisers of Mr. Grattan Esmonde paid a visit to the "Makura" as she lay at
anchor in Rose Bay (Sydney). A large and commodious ferry-boet, the "Lady
Rawson, " had been specially chartered by the Irish National Association for -
the occasion. « « .« . '
The ferry-boat was manoeuvred right alongside the huge liner, 'so that Mr. i
Esmonde was able to address the passengers on the ferry. He said he knew per-
foctly well that the Australian community had no voice in preventing-him from
visiting this country. His exclusion from Australie was the work of a few -~
foolish busy-bodies whom accident had placed in power. . . . Thelr action
would be noted with intense amusement in America, in Canada and evenin England,
where he was free to come and go where he liked. . . . But his trip had .-
achieved a greater success than he had hoped for, because 1t brought home to
the people the reckless lengths to which Jingo tyranny will go to meintain its

(ascendency. . . .
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eeling of horror at the.

e tacit dpprovel of the British Govern-

0 53?-,, ag sure as the sun rises in the

: AEPSE . i .

8" rifgl : dnation for Ireland. :
Th'e léad of the Irish people were great men. Eamon de Valera (loud

and prolonged cheering) was a great orgeniser, a cool, celm men who would

never be diverted from his grest objective. With him were able, loyal lieu~

tenants, whose names would shine for ever in the golden roll of history.

(Note: Mr, Esmonde left Sydney by the "Makura" on 3rd. March, 1921, the
vessel having been delayed by a maritime strike. Mr. Esmonde wes under guard

whilst on board).
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26¢hApTiL, 1023, "Catholdc Pressy®Sydisy.

In the course -
"To: support the Lon
and think, that tha.

had to be done.

"I offersd no, adviw%e fo the Irigh peOp]:e as to the acceptance or rej action of
the Treaty. Th sknow, or ‘should knorw, what acceptance or rejection meant,
and I left the responsibllity t+o0 them, who weras to be the chief gainers or

sufferere."

piighop Mannix said:-
ths Irish flag, and I thouglfr!;
‘he the Irish people to do, :.f :.t
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REV. Fr. M., O'FLANAGAN and Mr. J.J. O'KELLY.

13th. March, 1923. Arrived in Sydney and proceeded to Victoria.
20th. April, 1923. Returned to Sydney.

21st. April, 1923. Meeting of protest was held in Sydney Town Hall under the
auspices of the Loyel Orange Lodges. ,

22nd,. April, 1923, Fr. O'Flanagan and Mr. 0'Kelly addressed an overflow mest-
ing in the Hippodrome, Sydney. Rt. Rev, Monsignor Collins, P.P., presided.

30th. April, 1923. Fr. O'Flanagan and Mr. O'Kelly, as well as Mr. John Leo
Francis Clancy, were arrested at Waverley, Sydney, when about to address a
meeting from a private front lawm. Released on sureties given by Miss Amy
Ryan and Mr. Christopher Boland (members of the Irish National Association)
end My, John Sheehy.

1st, May, 1923. Appeared at Central Court, Sydney, on the following charge:

"That on the 22nd. day of April, 1923, end on divers other days there-
after at Sydney in the State of New South Wales in the Commonwealth of
Australia, they did unlawfully engage in a seditious enterprise, that is
to say, an enterprise undertaken in order to carry out a seditious in- -
tention of excitdng xmdxkimum disaffection against the Governmment of
that part of the Xing's Dominion called Ireland, contrary to the Common-
woalth statute made and provided.”

13th, May, 1923. A huge meeting of protest was held in The Domain, Sydney.
Various other meetings were held about the seme time. R

5th, June, 1923. At the Conference of the Australian Labour Party held on this
date the following resolution was carried unanimously:- )
"That this Conference, recalling the struggles and sacrifices of the

Labour movement in the past, condemns the act of the authorities regard-
ing the Irish envoys and declares that the contemplated deportation of --.-
these men constitutes a grave mensce to the liberty of the Australian - -
workers and a gross violation of British justice and thet Mesers, Charlton
and Dunn and Senator Gardner be deputed to lay the resolution before the
proper authorities, also that the matter be referred to the Labour Council
of New South Wales for its full co-operation,” :

7th. June, 1923. “Freeman's Journal," Sydney. (A weekly Catholic journal).
(Editorial). '

Father O'Flannegan and Mr. J.J. 0'Kelly have been discouraged in well-
informed circles in Australie because it is understood that, no matter the
acedemic attractiveness of the Republican ideal, over ninety per cemi of the
Irish people really want the Free State to function freely, are satisfied with
the Treaty, and believe that once de Valera is put in his place Ireland will
be on the high road to the greatest prosperity and fullest nationhood the most:
ardent patriot could desires .« . + « It is doubtful if esxpansibkaxErakeoxd
Mr. de Veleras has two percent of responsible Irsland behind him, His so~called
war against the Free State has been unfortunate from the beginning, for the - '
one reason - that Irish sentiment was satisfied by the Treaty no matter what :- -
ite imperfections may be. The fact that Mr. de Valera is the toast in UWlster -
yes, Buccess to de Valera is, we are assured, periously drunk by the Orangemen =
gives some idea of the demoralising influence of a movement that can aghieve .
nothing but_the perpstuation of a hopeless and cruel war, It would be sirange

indeed if, patriotism of Ireland is centred in a gentleman who is condemned
by the Irish Hierarchy and adored by the bitterest enemies of Irish unity.

Archbishop Duhig and the Queensland Catholic clergy refused to éo-operate with
the mission of Fr. O'Flanragan and Mr. 0'Kelly. -

Both of them were deported from Australia.
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3rd. April, 1923. "Sydney Morning Herald." (Editorial).

IRTSH DELEGATION.

There seems to be something in the atmosphere of Ireland which distorts
the perspective of a section of the pegple. Thinfs are said and done there
which would be simply incredible in any pggt of the world. The most sordid
and revolting crimes are sommitted, forsooth, in the sacred name of liberty;-
bleck treachery is invested with all the attributes of a crusade. Nowhere
else, surely, would gunmen, dynamiters, incendiariets, and saboteurs, drawing: -
their pay from their country's deadliest enemies, posture as martyrs and .-

saviours of that country. Nowhere else would rebels against the duly-constitut-

od Government of the land have the effrontery to despatch emissaries to sister
dominions with the object of organising opinion against thai Government, The:

celm impertinence of the proceeding elmost takes the breath away. If during- -

De Wet's short-lived rebellion in South Africa he had sent agents to Australia -

to conduct 2 cempeign of propaganda ageinst Botha and Britain indiscriminately
we should have thought, to pur it very mildly, that they displayed but.little
tact, and we should have given them a decidedly cool reception. But the Re-
publicen "envoys" and the audiences who lend an attentive sar to their lucu~
brations in Melbourne are surprised and hurt at the storm of protesi which
their unwelcome activities have aroused. These two gemtlemen, oneof whom, by
the way, is a priest, have recently visited America in the interests of the-
Republicans. But there their appeals seem to have fallen rather flat. The
Americans refused to become excited over the alleged grisvances of the Repub~
licans. Their attitude was that since Ireland has acquired the status of a -
dominion, & status that confers, in effect, all therights end privileges of
independence without the corresponding burdens, she has no further ground for--
complaint, Disappoint at the extremely luke-warm response of America, the
delegates have come to Australie, hoping for better luck, and presumsbly remem-
bering the unsuccessful efforts made by a local orgenisation fluring the war .
$0 send money to the Irish insurgents. That Dr. Mannix should take then under
his wing was only to be expected. In introducing them to a gathering in Mel-- -
bourne on St. Patrick's Day, he said that their mission was one of peace and
enlightenment. But the Doctor was speaking with his tongue in his cheek. How
cen their mission be one of peace when its aim is to stir up disaffection in
the British Commonweslth of Netions, and to extend and perpetuats the discord-
which alllicts Ireland? How can it be one of enlightenment when we are to be
treated to a repetition of the same old calummies and untruths which conetitute
Rppublicen propaganda? L
And what does this previous"enlightenment™ contained in the public utter—-
ences of Father O'Flannagen and Mr. 0'Kelly amount to, after all? Ve were to
hear the other side: What have we heard? We are told that at this time of day
no one pays any regard to mejorities. Certainly this is news to Australians,
who are still old-fashioned enough to consider that the will of the majority-
should prevajil. But the envoys are not even consistent in their undemocraiic-

1

faith, because, next, we are told that if the Irish were permitted to give free

expression to their desires tomorrow an overwhelming majority would vote for-a
republic. Even if this were so the anti~Republican minority would on the Re-
publicans' own showing be justified in endeavouring to impose their policy om~
the majority by force of arms. But what warrent is there for the assertion?--,
None. Less then a year ago a general election was held in circumstances which
favoured the Republicans. Yet the overwhelming majority supported the Treaty.
Again, we are regaled with the femiliar fiction that the Treaty was signed -
under duress. To this sllegation the late Michael Collins has repeatedly
given the 1ie direct. No pressure, he affirmed, was brought to bear upon the
Trish plenipotentiaries. They acted upon the dictates of their conscience and
judgment. But wuite the most illuminating informetion in'the "enlightenmentf
was Father O'Flannagen's statement that Britain had exempted the north-eastern
counties from the Free State in order to use them as a base for a general at-
tack upon Ireland, The speaker insults the intelllgence of Austreliens if he
really expects them to taks this sort of thing seriously. We hardly need Mr.
Cosgrave's warning to make us discount the envoys "revelations." We doubt -
whether for all their eloquence they will gain many converts in Australia;

the cheers that greet their distribes egainst Britain end the Free State Gov-
ernment coms from the few who were already convinced. Indeed, hitherto the ~
principal achievement of the mission has been to consolidate opinion against .
Irish Republicenism and 21l its works. Many who are compatriots of our visit-
ors and co-religionists have come forward to repudiste their sentiments. They

heve insisted that the audiences who acclaimed the envoys do not represent the -

views of Irish~Australiens as & whole. With Father O'Flannagan on the one

(side.
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] "Sydney Morning Herald," 3/4-/ 23) .

side and on the other Cardinal Logue, w:.th the entire Irish hierarchy and
nineteen out of twenty Romen Gathol:.cx archbiahops and . bishops of Australa.a,
the choice was not difficult to niek o. Out of evil sometimes cometh good,
and by eliciting such en emphatic dehtaration, the visit of the Republican
mission has served at least one usefial purpese.

- e .l ks
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No.9, Vol. 1. MELBOURNE, THURSDAY, AUGUST 16, 1923, One Ponny.

MY MTSSION FOR THE REPUBLIC.

Rev., M. O'Flannagen.

I left Ireland in October, 1921, six weeke before the Free State Instrumeni was
signed in London. There was a truce at the time between the Irish Republic and -
the British Imperial Govermment. Negotiations for peace were in progress. The

' five delegates of the Irish Republie, with Arthur Griffith at their head, were in

London, conferring almost daily with Lloyd George and the other members of ths
British Delegation.

President de Velera conveyed to me the unanimous request of nis Cavinet that I
proceed to the United States of America to address public meetings on behalf of .
the Irish Republic. -

One of the wost importamt questions in dispute in London at the time was that
of Irish citizenship, The Governmemt of the Irish Republic claimed that I was a
citizen of the Irish Republic, and X, of course, agreed with that claim. Tne ’
Phe British Imperisl Govermment would have me willy-nilly for a British suvject.--

From my own Government I procured a Republicen passport. Inasmuch as the
Irish Bepublic had not been tormally recognised in Amarica, it would be necessary,
under internaiionsl law, for the United States Government to treat me as a British
sunject. Thereiore, my Government, through its liaison oftice, asked the sratish
Government for a British passport ior me. As an instance of how anxioug the
British Government were 10 accommodate us in minor metters at ‘ine time, I mey men-
tion thut wne Passport was brought o me in person at my notel in Dubiin by the
Under-Secretery to the Lord-Lieutenant, the head official of the entire British
Governmental Establishment in Ireland. . : :

President Cosgrave of the Irish Free State, was a member of the Irish Republican
Cebinet that unanimously requested me to go to America. So were Arthur Griffith
and Michael Collins. Mr. Cosgrave had meny opportunities of knowing at close
renge what kind of a man I was for over four years at the time, I wonder why he
now professes ~ or should I say pretends? -~ %o regard me as an utterly reliable
person. -

Before leaving Ireland I saild to President de Valera:- "You are asking me to go
to Americe to spesk upon en Irish Republican platform. I'm afraid that while I am
in America Michael Collins and Arthur Griffith will pull that platform from under
my feet." I sald the same thing to Cathal Brugha, the most trusted friend I had
in the Cabinet. Both of them assured me that there was no danger, because the
delegates had no authority to _sign anything without first submitting it to the
Cabinet emd getting its approval. | S -

Five weeks after my arrivel in America my fears were realised. Collins and
griffith not merely signed without the consent of the Cabinet, but supporied end..
indeed urged on .and finally, directed by the British Imperial Government, they -
split the Cabinet, the Dail and the country in their mad effort to hack their wey
through to success. ' S B

I spent the whole of the year 1922 in the United States, addressing meetings
orgenised by Irish Republican societies there. Towards the end of the year I was
joined by Mr, J.J. 0'Kelly and Mr. Joseph O'Doherty, both Republican members of
Dail Eireamn. My originel commission was still in force. While Arthur Griffith--
was president of the Irish Republic, from Jenuary +ill August, 1922, neither he
nor eny member of his Government ever semt me any communicetion or asked me in. any
way to desist from my activities. I was still doing the work which I was comuis-
sloned to do by the Cabinet of a united Dail.

At the time of the general alection last June it became clear to the English.
Cabinet and their supporters in Irelend that they were unable to establish the
Free State Government by constitutional means. Then they started to establish a
Mussolini Free State by force of arms. Michael Collins dropped the pretence that
he was keeping the Irish Republic in existence until the vote of the people de-
cided to abolish it. Within two months Arthur Griffith died end Collins was
killed in a skirmish.

In February Mr. 0'Kelly wired to me to join him in New York and when I ar-
rived he showed me a letter from President de Valera, asking him to go to Aus-
trelia and to invite me to accompany him. '

We arrived in Sydney on March 13th, and proceeded at once to Melbourne. We

addressed
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«2-  (My Mission For The Republic).

addressed public meetings in Victoria for a period of five weeks. Orange Lodges
and kindred sociaties held mestings emd pmssed resoluticns, protesting against -
our presenge in Australie and demanding that we be deported. HNeither the State ..
Government of Victoria nor tho Camonwealth Government tock any action. Mr. Bruce
was reported in the public press as ha.ving "said that we had vioclated no law of the
Commonwsalth,

On 20th April we arrived in Sydney. Next wening a mgall meeting of protest
was held in the Town Hall. Inflammatory sectarian speeches were made against our
mission. Both Mr. 0'Kelly and myself were prosent for a time at the meeting. Ve
did not imagine that any Govermment would take auy notice of the ra'n'ting we heard
there that night. For eight days we spoke to large audiences in Sydney.

On April 30th we were errosbed by the New South Wales State authar ities on a r
charge of sedition. Next day we were brought up bsfore a police magistrate. Both
sides agreed to a remand of a fortnight, and we were allowed bail.

A fow days aftervards I was served with a notice to appear before a board ap-
pointed by the Minister for Home and Territories to the Commonwealth Government
40 show cause why I should not be deported.

A similar notice was served on Mr, 0'Kelly in the State Police Court when he
appoared there to answer bail.

Vihen the State case for sedition was called the representatives of the Crown
asked for a remand on the ground that the Commonwealth case was pending: Our
counsel objected. A remand of three weeks was granted in spite of our objection..
At the end of the three wesks we werse met by another application from the Crown

"for a further remand on the seme plea that the Commonwealth case was still ponding.

Again we objected. Aguin 8 remand of three weecks was granted in spite of our !
objection. Mr. 0'Kelly was so filled with just indignation that he refused to
give bail and went to gaol as a protest.

At the end of the third period of remand, eight weeks after our arresi on a xhaxg
charge of sedition, we were brought up for the fourth time in the police court. - |
Again thé Croun representatives asked for a further remand of & woek. The magis-
trate ai last grew ashamed and refused to grant it. After some dispute he granted
a remand of two hours. The magistrate went through the empty formality of ellow-
ing us out on our own recognisances without bail.

Before we could leave the courthouse we were served with deportation ordsrs end
taken into custody on the authority of ‘the Coimenweslth by the very same policeman!
who had arrested us eight weeoks before by the authority of the State. The deporte- |
tion corders wore then a fortnight old.

At the end of the two hours we were brought into court again for the final act
in the carefully plsnnod, but very unconvineing, little play. Again the Cromm
pleaded for the week's remend. At the ond of oight weeks the evidence was not
raedy-

It had been repeatedly stated that the avidence was to be the same before the
court mmd before the beard. It had already been rechearsed three wecks ago, mmd
Messrs. Macfarlane, Manning and Stinson had recommended our deportation oun the :
strength of it. The Minister had acted upon it. Our deportation orders were xtgali
signed on June 12th, yet the Crown Soclicitor pretended that he-was not ready to
produce -it. Then the magistrate played his little part. He refused to -grant the
remand end dismissed the case.

There are only two poas:.ble explanations, neither of which is creditable to the
Government of New South Wales or to that of the Commonweslth. Either the State i
case by which we were put to the hamilistion, trouble and cost of. appea.ring four '
times in e police court was & deliberate pretence from the. baginning, ‘or olge the
evidence vhich was considered by three men of the type of Hesars.’l%!acfarlane,
Manning and Stinson good eénough to deport us, was not considered by the law office
of the Crown good enough to produce at a preliminary hearing in & police court,

Moantime we were investigated before the Commonwealth deportation board. Here
the principal evidence produced sgainst us was a pemphlet, "Ireland Fights On -
Why?" that was the neture snd origin of this pemphlet? It was a compendium of a.
spoech delivered by me in San Francisco in Septamber, 1922, three months before ..
the Bill constituting the Irish Free State was enacted into law. Apparantly 1 was
engaged in the task of overthrowing an established Govermment not .merely before it
was established, but even before it was enacted. And I am to be punished for
doing so by the friends and admirers of S5ir Edward Carson, the famous author of
hypothetical rebellion. The pamphlet was printed in Austrulia without my know- .. i
ledgo and before my arrival in this country. Yet this pamphlet was admittedly .
the principal evidence; not merely against me, but against lr. ‘Kally, who was in
Irelsnd when the San Franclsco speech was delivered.

The other evidence consisted of reports made by police shorthand writers of our
sposeches delivered in Sydmey. It is notorious that such reports are liasble to be: |
full of errors. There were 118 typewritien foolscap pages of these reports. When
I asked for two or three days to study these reports and to procurs witnesses that
would correct their misquotations, a member of the board blurted out that two or
three hours was the most I could ﬂa alloved. Finally they gave me a day.

: The Crowm.
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The Crown could get remend after remend for eight weeks from & court of law to
prepare a cases against me. After eight weeks they were still unprepared and the
case fell through. When I asked 2 mere board for two or thres days to prepare a
reply to the same case I got one day. When I declared myself unable to go on, I
wag ordered to be deported, snd here I am in gaol, while the Commonwealth is
searching under difficulties for some shipping company that is willing to risk
the odium of taking me away.

¥r. 0'Kelly and I addressed over twenty public meetings in Victoria before we
ceme to Sydney{ We made ten speeches each in Queensland after the Federal pro=
ceedings for deportation had commenced. We concluded our tour with two meetings
in Newcastle threes days before the final sittings of the board at which the
evidence was first presented. We certainly spoke as strongly in fevour of the
Irish Republic in these places as we did in Sydney. They are all equelly with
Sydney within the Jjurisdiction of the Commenwealth Government. Yet not a word

- spoken outside of Sydney was ever used agrinst us or even referred to =t the irial.

Does not that prove that while we were apprently dealing with the Commonwealth
Government, we were really dealing with & group in Sydney that is able to brow-
beat the Commonweslth into actiom.

No better objJect lesson could be given to the Australian public of how makers
and administrators of law bring themselves and their law into contempt. The
Prime Minister of Australie in consultation with his law officers examines our
speeches Aand decides that we have broken no law of the Commonwealth. The law '
authorities of the State of Victoria come to the same conclusion. Then we come to
the State of New South Wales, where the pecple at the last election allowed them-
selves to be saddled with a gang of politicians returned on a wave of sectarian
bigotry. As Mr, Ness has publicly boasted, he cracked the Orange whip, and
Acting-Premier Oakes prompily came to heel.

The latter caused us to he arrested on a charge of bresking not a law of New
South Wales, but, if you please, a law of the Commonwealth. We were charged with
sedition, Our rooms were raided in the hope of gettiing some evidence against us.
They got two diarieg of mine, giving intimate details of my daily movements and-
even of my thoughts from January, 1922, till I left Victorie late in April, 1923.
They could not find a single sentence in these diaries that they could produce.

Yot they have out of pure spite held on 1llegelly to these diaries down to the
present moment.

Although they knew trom the start that they had no case against us, they kept
up the wicked farce of asking for remand after remand, until thai pretence was
worn threadbare, giving them a sorry exit from their difficulties by assuming
righteous indignation, refusing to grant a further remand end dismissing the case.
They needed no further remands. For in the meantime vhey had intimidated the weak
and vacillating Commonwealth Premier to move a convenient made-to-order Common-
wealth machine against us.

If these things be done in the green wood of British Iuperialism in Austrelias,.
what must be done in the dry wood of British Imperialism in Ireland? Our treat-
ment here will do more to teach the Australian public the truth ebout Ireland than
if wo were permitted to talk unmolested for years, It was the excesses and
enormities that grew out of the degradation of law to the position of a mere tool
of sectarian animosity that finally roused the red blooded manhood of Ireland till
they rose in their might and burned British court houses and British police bar-
racks, and wiped £a from the face of the land the polltion of British hypocrisy
and British "law,"

Let us hope that Australia will do by Feacefui weans what Ireland at the coat
of so wmuch sufferiug was coampelled to uuderteke by violence,

M. O'FLANAGAN,
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19th, February, 1925. "Catholic Press.”

There were scenes of unrivalled enthusissm in the Sydney
Town Hall on Mondey night {(léth.February, 1925) when Miss Kathleen
Barry and Miss Linde Kemrns, the delegates of the Irish Relief
Miseion, opened, in the presence of a huge gathering, their cam-
paign for the raising of funds to ameliorate the distress and
desolation that have come upon Irelend in the recent period of
civil conflict and, more recently, owing to the failure of the
harvest and the ruining of the turf by rain. . . o )

His Grace, the Most Rev. Dr. M. Sheehan, presided.

(Present elso were the Lord Mayor, Ald. P.V. Stokes and
and several members of Parliament).

{In the course of her address, Miss Kathleen Barry
said) ' '

"Wo mske no excuse for appealing for the Republican
prisoners and their women end children, because they gave all
they had for the love of Ireland, and now they want in exchenge
just a little to stay in Irelend. During the two years after
the outbresk of c¢ivil wap in Jume, 1922 - and I wouid reanind you
that the Republic was not the-side that sterted it, for, since
the cease-fire sounded in April, 1923, no shot has been fired by
the Republican Army ~ 15,000 men were taken from their homes emd
their work and put in gaols + « ¢ "

(Miss Linda Kearns also addressed the meeting. It has
not been possible to ascertain the emount collected by thess
jadies in Australia, but it is known to have been a congiderable
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+ 173, Botanic Road,
Glasnevin, Dublin,
May 24, 1930.
Miss Bertha Harrisgonm,
Gen. Sec., I.N.A.A., .
630a George St., Sydney. -

Dear Miss Harrison,

During my avbsence from the oifice through a fit of illness
that confined me to beu since Easter, a letter came there From you, with a
araft of £200, and en intimation that you were writing me by the seame mamil.
That letter has not since been delivereu, and ss our old friend, the suemy, -~
has been very active - raiding my nome uvwice since Easter - it is just con-
ceiveble that the letier has been confiscated in the mail. The draft has just
been dkxmetnd dealt with as you directed; but I am at a loss to know whether
the letter which has falled to reach me contained any suggestions as t0 how
ye wish the money administered. .-

|
|

I feel confident it ie the wish of the Association, which hae J

always been so generous, that I should use it in the interest of the Government
of the Republic and the bodies that continue to support it loyally according.
to the urgency of their respective needs. One of the metters in which we have
been badly handicapped is publicity, and I should like to be free to use scme
of it in that direction. Pending receipt of your new letter of advice - in
the event of the other having miscarried - I feel ye will not object to my
using my own judgmemt as to the purposes to which it might most appropriately
be applied. 'Meanwhile, speaking for myself and my colleagues and comrades, I
wish to express our heartfelt gratitude for this renewed evidence of your
adherence to the Republic and your appreciation of those who have remained
faithfully to it and are determined to remasin faithful unto death.

- With werm personal regards to the Sydney friends whose
steadfast kindness I can never forget and the best of good wishes for your:
signal success in ‘all your undertakings.

Yours very faithfully,

(sd) JF.J. O'KELLY.

PeSe I am sending this under cover,for greater safety, to Mr., O'Brien, who will
give you such news as I have been able briefly to convey to him. For greater
safely also, it may be well to address your next letter to me in du licate,
sending one, under cover, to :
¥r. L. Paul, s
45, Pembroke Road, Dublin,
and the other, under cover also, to
¥Mr. D.K. 0'3ullivan,
89 Emmet Road,
Inchicore, Dublin. bl -
You are to address the ineide smaller envelopes seasled to me, and the outside
envelopes as directed above, without any externel indicetion as to where they
have come from or for whom intended. -

Monday, May 26, 1930, -

On reaching my office today I was handed your cable, asking whether your draf
had been received. Yes. A corresponding cheque was passed to me last week on
my roturn after my illness. S '

There is little to add to what I wrote you on Saturdey evening, except
to thank you again, to ask._you forward me a copy of the letter that should »
have reached me by the same mail that brought the draft, and {0 address me as.-
set out in the earlier part of this letter, which I was fortunate in not having
maileds Even if your earlier letter has not been seized, I am afraid the cable
will help to cenire suspicion on the firm for the moment, snd it is, therefors,
betier not to expose them further to the danger of having all their businéss
letters opened and scrutinised. Could another cable have besn sent some con~
siderable time ago. :

LA B ] ao® LA R ]

(Note: The writer is identical with the Mr. 0'Kelly, who was deported from
Australia, with Rev. Fr. O'Flannagan, in 1923),
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Adyorting to my -1:5;%%;?133?:.-.fh-e 27th.,
August regarding the source materiel for the hig-
tory of the Irish independence movement in Aus-
tralia, I would advise that Mr. Skentelbery,
Chargé 4'Affeires, the Embassy of Irelend, Can~
berre, informed me that he had sent,per his
diplomatic bag, this documenmt through the usual
channels to you. I trust that it was duly re-
ceived, ' '

Enclosed with this is & copy of the | -
indictment by the Grown Prosecutor at the Com-
mission of Inquiry into the internments. I re-
referred to this in my letter to you mentioned
above. There are severzl minor errors in his
address to the Inquiry, but none of much conse-
quence.,

Perhaps reference should be made to.lr,
Ralston's efforts to discredit the internees
when he endeavourdd to ldnk Mr., Maurice Dalton
with the incendiarism of the I.W.W. people in -
Sydney. When we, the internees from Sydney and : ~ .
Brisbane, met Mr. Dalton for the first time when |
he was lodged with us in Darlinghursy Daol in
Sydney, we discovered that he had a slight
academic interest in socisbism and was a great
admirer of James Connolly not only for his
patriotism bul also for his soclal ideas. - But

(to associate.

-t
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to associate Mr,., Dalton Wlth any intent. to com~
mit arson (es twelve member & of the I.W.,W., or--
ganisation in- Sydiey were convicted of d01ng)
would, we felt complstely warranted in assertlng,
be preposterous in the extreme. Indeed, his’ ‘
"Recipe for a Severe Cold" was to us & subject
for mirth and levity. Incidentally, it may be
mentioned that Senator Donald Grent (one of the
convicted! I.W.W. men) has been a member of the -
Conmonwealth Parlisment for‘very meny years.
Maurice Dalton wes not 1ncapable of perpetrailng
& practical jokKe. For instance, furing our in=-.
‘ ternment, he found some decayed wood, powdered
it up, wrapped it in a small piece of paper and !
placed it in = ventilator¥in the room where we
were lodged, remarklnga‘hg,at will set them
thinking when they discover it." He hed labelled \
it "Powerful explosive." '

The referehce to Mr, Dalton, wﬂo, by tha |
way, wes & feirly aged men, is on pages 18/19
of the indictment.
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The following were present in military custody:- ' |

INQUIRY UNDER REGULATION 56B OF
THE WAR PRECAUTIONS REGULATIONS, 1915. :

Before The Honorsable Mr. Justice Harvéy: A Puisne Judge of the
Supreme Court of New South Wales.

WEDNESDAY, Tth. AUGUST, 1918.

(The Inquiry was opened at No, 2 Equity Court, Supreme Court .
Buildings, Sydney, at 10 s ) \

Albert Thomas Dryer, 1
- Edmund McSwesney,
Michael McGing,
William McGuinness,
Maurice Delton,
Frank McKeown, .
Thomas F%tzgerald.

ol o g

o . i

HIS HONOR: The Order under which the Inguiry is held will be reed,

(His Honor's Associate read the Order). o

MR. RALSTON, K.C.: I appear with my learned friend, Mr. Bathgate, instructed by
the Commonwealth Crown Solicitor, for the Minister for Defence, to place evidence
before Your Honor and to assist the Inquiry in eny other way that I can. -

MR. MACK: If Your Honor pleases, I appear, with my learned friend lMr. E.A.
McTiernan, on behelf of Albert Thomas Dryer, Edmund McSweeney, Michael Mc¢Ging, and
Williem McGuinness. ' N

MR, McTIERNAN: If Your Honor pleases, ! appear for Thomas Fitzgerald, and with
Mack for the first four.

MR. MULHOLLAND: If Your Honor pleases, I sppear for Bremnan & Rundle, of Mel-
bourne, on behalf of the other two persons, Dalton snd McKeown. Mr. Breanan him-
self will be over at a later stage of the Inquiry. .

BfiS HONOR: I have appoimbted Mr. Abbott and Mr. Baker, Shorthand-writers, to -
take the Tnquiry end I have administered the oath to them that they shall truly,
faithfully, and without pariiality to any person end to the best of their apility
take, write down, transcripe, and engross the camplete record of the proceedings A
in this Inquiry. ' ) "

MR. MACK: Might I ask Your Honor, on the appointment of a shorthand-writer,
that we be allowed to have our shorthend-writer also. I suppose there can be no
possble objection to that.?

HIS HONOR: You mean privately employed by you?

MR. MACK: Yes.

HIS HONOR: Certainly. Are they at the table now?

MR. MACK: I do not know but at eny rate he will be aveilable - and, of course,-
we would like a copy oi the officiml notes when required. s

HIS HONOR: That is a mebter which the pariies can arrange, I suppose. They can
weke their own arrangements with the Shortnana writers to provide them with & copy |
of the notes. ) o

MR. MACK: Thank you. I have to meke an application to you before my learned
friend enters into the cass, and that is that before we are called upon in any way,
or before we are in a position to go into this case, that we should be supplied
with some particulars of the charges against us. At present, Your Honor seés, we
are in this position - it is inevitable from the scope and the nature of the Act ---
that we are totally unable to know what the particulars of the complaints are
against us. I am not complaining at present that the Military have acted improperly
et 211, and I am not making the suggestion - it is quite immaterial at present- but
their (the men's) legal advisers are in the position that they heve never had an
opportunity of seeing these men, and we are here without having the slightest idea
of the nature of the charges made against them. -

HIS HONOR: I am in the same position. ‘ .

MR. MACK: I em sure that Your Honor in those circumstances will sympathise with
us. T would like the particulars of the overt act s, f
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HIS HONOR: If I may say so, what' I suggest is this, that I should ask Mr.Ralston
to make a steatement as full or as big as he thinks fit ~ I should like it as full
as possible - of what evidence he has, from which you would be able to gather what"
you describe as the overt acts. I do not know whether that is an accurate expres-
sion but at any rate you will find from that subsiantially what I should understand
to be the evidence on which the Minister has acted. - )

MR. MACK: I have no doubt that would be even fuller than I have applied for.

HIS HONOR: I think in justice to your clients that should be done at once and
then possibly, if you wished, there should be an adjournment. :

MR. MACK: That is what I was going to suggest - Your Honor has anticipated me.
There aere several other consequential applications which I shell meke, but not at
present. .

HIS HONOR: Applications for access?

MR. MACK: Yosm and certain documents. But I shall make them later on.

HIS HONOR: Will thaet meet with your ideas Mr. Ralsion?

MR. RALSTON: Certainly, Your Honor.

HIS HONOR: Very well, I will ask you to make a statement.

MR. RALSTON: I propose to make a very full statement, both for the assistance ~--
of Your Honor, to enable Your Honor to follow the evidence as it comes out in de-
teil, and also for the purpose of informing my learned friends of the full strength
of the case which induced the Minister to take the action which has been taken.

HIS HONOR: It would be 2 convenience to me if these gentlemen would not mind
answering their names. I understand that they are sitting in the fronit row behind
You.

MR. RALSTON: Yes, they are arranged in order, beginning with Dryer.

(Messrs. ‘Dryer, McSweeney, McGing, McGuinness, Dalton, McKeown, Fitzgerald,
each answered to their names when called). RS

MR, RALSTON: The seven persons whose names have just been called were arrested
on the 17th. June of the present year. -The first four, Albert Thomas Dryer, Edmund
mund McSweensy, Michael McGing, and William McGuinness, were arrested in Sydney
where they resided and had followed their occupations prior to their arrest. e
Maurice Dalton and Frank McKeown were arrested in Melbourne, where they had resided

up to the time of arrest, and Tom Fitzgerald was arrested in Brisbane, where he re-
sided and carried on business as a bookseller in Melbourne Street, Brisbane.

Following on the arrests, the Acting Prime Minister mede a public statement,
making it public that the arrests had been made and stating, though not in detail,
the reason of the arrests, and stating that the persons arrested wers charged with
being members of a secret society known as the Irish Republican Brotherhood. I
will explain exactly what that Society's objects are directly. The Acting Prime
Minister concluded his statement by saying that for the fuller information of the
people and in the interests of justice a public inquiry, presided over by a Judge,
would be held, and it is in compliance with the statement then made and carrying
out the statement then made that the Order under which Your Honor is sitting was -
issued, N

Now, I want to begin by stating exactly how the Commonwealth Government came 1o
investigate and finally to take the action which has been taken., In the beginning |
of last year, 1917, it came to the knowledge of the Defence Dept. of the Common- }
wealth Government that branches of the Society which I have menitioned, the Irish - .
Republican Brotherhood,'had been formed in New South Wales ahd in Victoria, and
that a branch was also being formed, or had been formed, in Brisbane. Having theat
knowledge, of course the Commonwealth Authorities pursued a very careful investiga-
tion, and it was not very long before it was discovered that the seven persons
about whom this Inquiry is being held were interested in a greater or lesser de- -
gree in the various branches of this Irish Republicen Brotherhood. It was ascer-
tained that in the years 1915 mnd 1916 and up to apperently the month of September,
1916, an Irishman nemed John Doran, had been in the Commonwealth, interesting him-
self in forming branches of the Irish Republican Brotherhood; that & branch had -
been formed for some little time in Melbourne, perhaps even before John Doran came
40 the Conmonwealth, and that two branches at least had been formed in Sydney, and |
under the auspices of John Doran and the Sydney branches, Thomas Fitzgerald was !
forming & brench in Brisbane. The information which came %o the knowledge of the
Commonwealth officials during the investigation showed that Doran had gone to
America about the month of September, 1916. The investigation showed showed such--
a state of affairs that it was deemed km advisable to issue search warrents, and -
on 25th March of the present year, search warrants were similtaneously executed in l
Melbourne, Sydney, eand Brisbane, and the places of residence, snd in some cases the
places of business too, of these seven persons were searched end & number of docu-
ments taken possession of. ihnxxnankkxnixkhsxinﬁmxmntimnxmhizhxhaixn:xsaﬂ;xkann
A further search was made of some of the same premises and other premises on the
23rd May~of the present year. The result of the information which hed already

(been obtained.
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been obitained and which was obtained on those searches wes such as to meke an
almost absolutely complete case as against these seven persons, &s well as other
persons within the Commonwealth whose names will crop up during the evidence, a
case showing that these persons along with John Dorsn, whose name I have already
mentioned, had been for about three years, some of them during the whole period and
some for lesser periods, engaged in a conspiracy of a highly treasonable nature,
dangerous to the Commonwealth, dangerous to the Empire, possibly, and injurious to
Britain end her Allies. The eovidence furnished by these documents of which we ob-
tained possession is such almost without any other evidence at all to prove con~
clusively my statement as to there being a treasonable conspiracy; in fact, the
evidence as regards Dryer and Dalton, at any rate, is of such 2 nature as to fully
justify their being placed on their trial for treason. The evidence obtained also
discloses - documentary evidence - that persons engaged in this conspiracy were
about to form other branches in other parts of the Commonwealth, and the matter had
reached such a stage that it was absolutely necessary in the public interests that

"the step which has been taken by the Minister for Defence should be taken, and that

the further activities of these people should be put a stop to. -

Now, before going on referring to documents, I want to add that the documentary
evidence shows that while the man John Doran was within the Commonwealth he was com=
minicating with = man in America named John Devoy.. It is quite clear from the
evidence which we have that Jno. Devoy was a leading member of an adsociation in
America known as the Clen~na-Gael, an association allied with the Sinn Fein Associa-
tion in Ireland, and with the Irish Republican Brotherhood in Irelend, and allied
apparently directly with German agents. When Doran left here he took credentials
from Meurice Dalton to John Devoy, and Dalton kept a copy of the letter which he
sont, recommending Doran as representing the Australian~Irish Republican Brother-
hood; he kept a copy of the letter which he sent to Jolm Devoy, and in that letter
he describes himself as having been a member of old Irish Circles since 1867. He
describes some of the parts he took in Fenian disturbances of 1867, and describes
nemes of the persons with whom he was, and the places where he was in Ireland at
the time of these disturbances. In ancther letter written MyxAmshbXmhspxhuanix o
Archbishop Mennix by Dalton, congratulating the Archbishop on some public address
which he had delivered, Dalton signs his name, and below his name puts "An old
cempaigner of 1865~1867." So thaet we are in a position to show the establishment
of @ breanch of the Irish Republicen Brotherhood in Melbourne, the establishment of
two branches in Sydney at least, and the establishment of a branch in Brisbane, and
to show that those branches were in correspondence with one another and working
together, and that through their agent John Doran they were connected with John
Devoy, and through John Devoy with the leaders of the rising which took place in
Dublin during Easter week in 1916.

Now to proceed with the consecutive narrative of the workings of these people, I
will begin with the months of June or July 1915. In either June or July 1915 an
aggociation was formed here in Sydney, celled the Irish National Associmtion of
N.S.W. The Association adopted & certain constitution, which showed, firgt of all,
its neme, and then its objects. The objects of that Association were, on the face
of them, perfectly innocent, The first object mentioned is (a) to assist Ireland
to achieve her nationsl destiny; then (b) to preserve the ideal of Irelend's
sovereignty; {c) to extend the influence of Irish ideals, traditions and culture
upon civilisation; end several other objects of & harmless character. At the end
of the booklet which contains the constitution, standing orders, and by-kaws, we
find this : ‘

"Mhe Irish National Association. There are possibly no Breater national-
jets in the world than those of Germany. I have seid that many of the
movements before the public are in = sense national, but when they admit
the supremacy and acknowledge the right of a foreign law in Ireland they
cennot cleim to be the national ideal."

Now, elthough, &s I say, from this booklet containing the constitution, the objects
appeer to be comparstively harmless yet, taking the evidence as a whole it would
appear that this Association was simply e sort of closk for an interior Secret
Society, the Irish Republicen Brotherhood. It was & sort of recruiting ground
where peopke could be tested as to whether they would form reliable members of the
Inner Society. Now as to the real objscts of the Associstion, we are in the for-
tunate position of having seized, among other things, &t the time of the execution
of the sesrch warrants, various helf-yearly reports of the Irish Nationel Associa-
tion. These were found, I may mention, at the place where Dryer resided, 91
Cavendish Street, Stanmore. The first half-yearly report is deted 31st ,December,
1915. It is typewritten and is signed by a person who is not before us at present,
P. O'Loughlin, as Chairman, Edmand McSweeney, one of the persons here, end finally
by A.T. Bxax Dryer. Now, that report deals somewhet fully with the starting of
the Associmtion, with the way in which the various social matters commected with it

(heve been,
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have been carried out - Gaelic classes, classes for Irish Dencing; but in the
fifth paragraph we find this:- , §

"But in pursuance of this object, the real purpose for which the Associa-
tion wes instituted has by no meens been obscured. One of the most in-
teresting and instructive features of the meetings was the series of
Jectures delivered by a few members of the Association. The subjects of
these have been brought into direct relation with the grand theme, the
goel for which sbove a1l others we gtrive - Irish nationality and its
emancipation.

The initial lecture on Irish nationality treated of the reasons

which compel us to exert ourselves in the grend cause. The second, on the
Fenisn movement, instenced one of the noblest efforts in that cause. The
third, on the Irish race overseas, deelt inter alia with Irish efforts
outside the Homeland; and the fourth told us a lot about him whom the
lecturer rightly claimed as one of the greatest apostles of the Irish
netional c¢reed, Thomas Davis,”

Then another paragraph further down is:-

"Now, having witnessed the Association placed upon & secure basis;
spirituelly, financially and orgenically, we may hopefully enticipate
thet the future will afford us every opportunity of propageting those
principles which are born of the true, earnest, self-secrificing Irish
spirit, for on the existence, preservation and advancement of these prin-
ciples depends the existence end_ advancement of the Irish nation. Ac-
cordingly, something of a modification of our policy may be expected in
the near future, inasmuch as greater stress will be paid upon our real
task ‘at the expense maybe of its more ornemental adjuncts."

Then enother paragreph saysi~

"o ere witnesses of the wave of anglicisation submerging the wrack and
ruin of a great nation. The impending blow of Fate can be parried by one
means - organised effort illuminated by the light of our great past and -
the determination to assert our xighk just rights. Be the consequences
what theymay, Ireland a free and independent nation is our ultimate goal-.
To strive for any less exslted object is treason. Every Irish man and
Irish woman therefore owes it to Ireland to constitute himself and herself
an apostle of Irish netionality end to acquire a fuller knowledge of
those metters concerning Immimmt the life of Ireland which alone will
ensble them to know their duty end do it. The I.N.A. hopes to provide
facilities for the accomplishment of this object end we shall then ex-
perience the happiness of knowing that our efforts, however humble, how-
ever slight, tend towards the materialisation of our dreams, so that from
out the desolation and destruction wrought by the foreigner we may yet
erect an Irelend not in travesty but in deed and iruth a nation once
a- ain." B

Thet is thi first halffyearly report, which fairly shows the reel object and in-
tention of the formation of thbs Association. I shall refer later on to other
half-yearly reports - we have not got them ell, we only obtained possession of a
few of them. ' ,

The next document in order of date to which I wish to refer is the letter
written by Doran to Dalton on 22nd July, 1918, This was teken possession of at
Dalton's in Melbourne, end it is the origineal. It is written from Sydney:-

' Seturday, July 22nd, 1916.

~—

M. Dalton Esq. ’
Dear S5ir,

T herewith beg to report progress of business to present day. During
the short delsy here again through change of vessels, I am taking advantage of the
opportunity to submit goods for the inspection of interested parties and I can say
thet the results so fer are most gratifying. The seles are increesing deily and
I have no doubt that in z short time and with a little energy they will be sup-
plied to every young men in Sydney who has need of them. In fact, several whom I
neve met were looking for just such an article and wondering how they could got
jt. T have disposed of then to some of the leading young Irishmen in Sydney and
T was delighted to meet a young Belfast man who had been supplied at Home five or-
dix years ago with the seme article. As I do not propose to stay here & day '
longer than I can help owing to the desirability of submitting semples to Americen
buyers as soon as possible, i+ will soon become necessary to appoint duly author-
ised agents for this district. If you wish, I will try and arrange for one or two
to pay a short visit to Melbourns, with letter of introduction to you, or you
might prefer to send some one over here. I will aweit your ingtructions snd ad-
vice. Hoping you are well and with regards to all, I remain,
. Yours sincerely,

J. Doran." .

{That letter.
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That letter might on the face of it be an innocent business letter, but taken with
the following letter which I am going to read and with the whole of the evidencs,
it conveys one thing only and that is that Doran had supplied either possibly arms,
or it may only have been seditious litersture, to persens in Sydney; but the sug-
gestion that a young Irishman had been supplied with the smme article five or six
years ago suggests the supply of arms of some kind.
The next letter is also a letter from Doran to Dalton, writien from Sydney:- -
"Sydney,
Friday, Aug.4th, 1916.
Mr. M. Dalton, A
Dear 5ir, .

Yours of July 25th to hand and T note what you advise re issue
of certificates, one of which I also received saiely. I have to report the
successful completion of No. 2 section, with brilliant prospects for more,
and have practically secured co-operation of a Reverend gentlemen as Chap=
lagin, The formsl appointments of subs. for No. 1 and No. 2 will take place
apout next Tuesday or es soon after as I can arrange meeting.

I am enclosing copy extract from System of Organisation, which
was typed out for me by one of the boys. It is based on the old gystem, 1
pelieve, with improvements adopteu in recent years vy the I.V, and C. Army.

"IT.V. and C." means the Irish Volunteers and Citizen Army.
"end it is a good guide for us to get things into shape. It is impossivle
for me to say with any degree of certainty when I may be leaving, that de-
pending on circumstences which I cannoi control, bui being now employed by
the U,S.S.Co, which runs a regular line to San Francisco, I am sure of a
job on one of them sooner or later, whilst at the same time watching for a
chence of anything which may be going direct to New York which of course
would be better still. Having got a wire from W.B. last week,"

I may mention incidentally that "i.B." means William Butler, who is, I think, the-

present Secretaery of the Irish National Association in Victoria. .
"I expect him over soon. I am also in touch with G. McK.,Brisbane, and have

”

arrenged for®him to interview a business gentleman there whom I have heard- !

i

ofby one of "ours" here and who may be of great assistance in working up the -

Northern State. If we only had a man like McK. in each State, able to talk
and demonstrete where desirable, we would soon have the whole country behind
us-tl
The letter concluded with some words in Gaelic. Those words we have managed to -
find a person able to translate, and when translated they meant "Hold this paper
over a lamp and thers will be other things for you on the other side.” The paper
was held over the lemp and has now been deelt with by a chemical which makes the
writing on the other side permanemt, and this is the writing on the other side:-
"I.R.B., Australian Division., N.S.W. sub-circle No. 1, Sydney:-
1. Albert T. Dryer, sub-centre, 91 Cavendish 5t., Stanmore, Sydney.
2. John E.P. O'Dwyer, 21 Stanley Street, Sydney."
I may mention that when we attempted to search 0'Dwyer's place we found that unfor-
tunately he had become ill and is at present confined in a mental asylum.
#3, Edmund McSweeney, 92 Cathedral Street, —
4, Bugena Cowhig, 224 Elswick S5t., Leichhardt. ‘
5. James Breanan, the same address. {American citizen, Clan-na-Gael.
6, James Doyle, 112 Burke St., Redfern, Sydneye.
7. Tim Clifford, 18 Austin St., Woollahra. ' S
8, Patrick Joseph O0'Halloran, 106 William St., City.
9, William Stack, 13 Woolcott St., Darlinghurst.
10. James Murphy, 148 William St., City.
No. 2 Section:i-
1. William McGuinness, sub-ceutre, (his address is given).
2+ Michael McGing,
3. Denis Clifford,
4., Thos. Mee
5, Thos. Neilon,
6. Denis Griffin,
7. Jas. D. McVeagh,
8. John Chloran,
9, Charles 0'Connor
10. Peter Burns.,"
Then there is a note at the botitom "McSweeney, McGuinness and Brennan are old
members of Irish Circles,"

(Reference is.
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Reference is made in that letter to an extract from the System of Orgenisation.
This was also found at Dalton's in Melbourne and it explains fully what the centre
or ¢ircle means, consisting of ten members, and what a sub-centre is. It is headed
"Extract from System of Organisation" and says:-
"The foundation of the system is the individual member who, desirous of en-
listing others, obtains permission from his superior officer to become a -
recruiter. Authority to enlist is given to group members on their applica-
tion to ” sub-~centre or higher officer, but where doubt exists in the lead~
or's mind as to the capability etc. of the applicent, he may cause each re-
spective recruit to be brought to him before admittence. Recruiters trans-
mit all instructions to their members, collect their contributions, snd are
responsible for them in general. When a recruiter has enlisted nine men bers
and those form a sub~circle, ten, he earns the rank of sub-centre, and may
guthorise any or all of his sub-circle to recruit others. A sub-centrs pre-
sides at 211 meetings of his sub=circle or section, trensmits all instruc- .
tions to it from Superior Officers, and collects its contributions, and
keeps it up to full strength in case of departure or promotion of any of its
members, and is responsible for its general efficiency, end that of all
partial sub-circles which are growing out of it.
When two or more sub=-circles are to be formed, the first is known as No.
1, the second as No. 2, and so on, the sub-~centre of No. 1 being the presid-
ing sub-centre until -five sub-circles have been formed. When five sub-
circles have been completed, the sub-centres meet and elect one of thelr
number to the rank of temporary Chief Sub-centre."
There is some more dealing with the formation of centres and circles which will all
be before ¥our Honor, I take it; then at the botiom we have:- ‘-
"Promotion by merit. A member may earn pramotion by enlisting others, as
follows:- When he has enlisted nine, his rank equals sub-centre; when he has
enlisted fifty, chief sub-centre; one hundred, centre; five huadred, chief- -
centre; a thousand, grand centre.' '
So there we get the Sustem of Organlsatlon of thls Brotherhcod. I may mention also
that a copy identicel with this was found also in Dryer's possession.
The next letter fs a letter from Doran to Dalton, dated from Sydney, Wednesday,
August 16th, 19163~
"Mr. M. Dalton,
Deer Sir,
Wm. B. (that is Butler) arrived here safely on Saturdaylast
and I have introduced him to several of .our members here. I have to report
further increase in the family and will soon have thirty regular customers.
I am pleased to say that everything is working splendidly. As most of our.
staff here are in fairly good positions, being men above the average, I do
not think that any of them are available just at present for the purpose of
orgenising and putting life into matters down there, though I know that a
good energetic man is badly wanted there, from what I have heard. .It would
be & pity if Melbourne fell behind Sydney owing to lack of men with some
brains and ability, after starting the business. Wm. B, will be going back
soon, I suppose, and perheps G. McK. may come back from Brisbane shortly and
xhxkx may shake things up & bit. I think Sydney is the place to take pat-
tern by and if I can manage it I will arrange for one of our staff who is --
young and energetic and was in business in a big way in Belfast with the !
heads a few years ago, to take a run over there when he gets his holidays in !
the summer, and help build up the connection. I think my next report will !
be final from this district, as I will soon have three branches completed i
L
|
f

end managers and agsistant-managers engaged who are well qualified to rum -
the business and report direct to you. If Wm. B. keeps his eyes open well
here he will learn a few points which will be useful, though a visit from a
men with some talent would naturally produce much better results. With all
ood wishes, I now conclude, Yours sincerely,”
And then he signs himself with the Gaelic form of his name "Sean O Deorain."
"P.5. I have managed to get into communication in Brisbane with T.F., 50
Melbourne Street." : ' .
That is Fitzgerald and that is his address. _
“"and have arrenged for McK. to call on him. I have just gol word that he has
taken shares in the Company and is doing his best to establish a strong )
breanch in Brisbane."
The next letter is a week later in date and is from Dormn to John Devoy, New York,
United States of America. This letter is either a draft or e duplicate of the
original and was found in Delton's possession at the time of the search, and is in

the handwriting of Doran:-

("sydney, Australie. |
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~ | "Sydney, Austrelis, o
Tuesday, Aug.22nd. 1916.
Mr,. John Devoy,
New York, United Stetes of America. 7 ;

These lines are being written in the hope that your eyes will be the:
first to see them after leaving the writer's RRMA possession. It was origin-
elly intended that the writer should proceed to New York to deliver personal-
ly to you the two enclosed notes and & sum of money which has been collected
here for a certain purpose. The notes will explain themselves; they were
written by an old '67 man residing here and were to serve as credentials,

Owing to the great restrictions imposed upon the liberiy of ordinary
- ecitizens, especially in the vicinity of docks ani wharves here, it has been
= - found impossible to leave the country up to the present time. As it is de-
sired to open up communications with you at as early a date as possible, re~
_ rden course is being had to another method, namely, entrusting this letter to the
. M care of a reliable person who is travelling to San Frencisco, thus eluding
the British-Australian Postal Censor hers; the letter to be mailed to you
from San Francisco.

As one of the enclosed notes says, the I.,R.B. has been on foot here
for same time in Melbourne. A start has also been made in Sydney and Bris-
bane, and the young Irishmen, especially in Sydney, are flocking to the ban-
ner in & very gratifying manner indeed. We realise however that beyond the
being banded together for the Cause and helping financially we cannot do
much whilst living here. There is not one man in the movement here who would
not pack'up and lsave the country tomorrow if they could do so with a reason-
avle chemce of getting Home to Ireland to fight for the cause of freedom, or
of getting across to U.5.A. to augment the armed forces of our countrymen
preparing there for the same purpose. Do you think it worth while to con-
sider rescuing us from the bonds which hold us prisoners within the confines
of these shores? We are prisoners in common with =2ll males of military age---
here as no padsports are issued to neutral countries excepting under excep- .
tional circumstances. Could not one or more of the Masters of the Luckenbach
liners now plying between here and San Francisco be approached? We have

= enough money to pay our fares or would be willing to work our way if we could
get a little friendly co-operation., As I stated pefore, it is almost impos~
sible bo get on board a vessel at the docks or wharves, but a party could hire
= a. voat anu meet a vessel at any point on the coast between Melbourne and
Brisbane, if pre-arranged. We will soon bpe 200 stroug and are all anxious to
ve doing something practical. I will not eliaboraie any further on the idea noww
out sincerely hope that you will coasicer it favourably and let us xnow wnat
you advise. :

Now, regarding correspondence, &s aii such must pass through the hands

of the Postal Censors here, we suggest that messages and news of inportance be
. vwritten in invisible ink on the back of each sheet."
Then he goes om, but perhaps it is not in the public interest to give the pre-
scription for secret writing., He says:-

"We have experimented with ~ so-and-so - and find it satisfactory and
something has to be done to make it apparent. The Censors are not likely to
have this at hand when examining ordinary letters. Every letter received
from us which has the top righthand corner torn off will bear a message on
the back in above ink and we will look for the same signification on any let-
ters received from you. To render detection of any messages on letters al- -
most impossible, I enclose a rough chart by means of which code messages may
be transmitted om the back of the letter in invisible ink instead of ordinary

. writing. A key word must first be mutuslly agreed on.”
- Then follow some Gaelic words which translated read as follows:=
"Let our code word be "Saoirse" which means freedom. Do you understand?
"We are anxious to be kept in touch with Irish opinions in U.S. but as
no doubt you are aware very papers reach us except those from Park Road. A4 °
fine of £20 is imposed on any person attempting to bring your pasper into Aus-
tralia. The same applies to all other Irish-American and German-American
pepers.
Another matter on which we should be grateful for opinion and advice is
the System of Organisation of the I.R.B., of which we gave an incomplete -
knowledge but-which we aré anxious to carry out in its entirety, if it is at
all possible. I hersby append text of pledge which we have adopted and desire
to know is same is in accordance with authorised versionsi=~
'I, A.B., believing in Ireland's unquestionable right to sovereign inde-
penden!p, do hereby solemmly swear that I will be true and sincere to the

(L
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. principles of the Irish Republican Brotherhood and government of the Re-
public of Ireland and fhat I will forward these principles, civil and
military, in the interests of and for the independence of Ireland, to the
best of my ability, even to the last sacrifice, in the execution of my duty
as I may be directed by the Supreme Council through its duly accredited
agents and officers. So help.”

You will find enclosed a copy of Temporary Sydtem which we have adopted here,
on which we would like your opinion
Hope to hear from you or whomsoever you sentrust with the task of reply
soon, and w1th best wishes, I remain,
Sean O Deorain."
and then addresses were enclosed for replying to. There is some Gaelic which
tranglated means "Your friend for ever in the cause of Ireland."
= Apparently in response to that request, copies of the conmstitution of the
Clan-na-Gael were sent out here, and when the search was made at Cavendish St.,
Stanmore, where Dryer resided, a copy of that constitution was found and tzken pos-
= session of, and also a copy of a ritual - it did not say what it was a ritual of,
but it is a pemphlet with the word "Ritual" and underneath "Adopted, 1916." It is
clearly though, I should say, from connection with internal evidence, the ritusl
of the Clan-na-Gael Association, The constibtution is & printed pamphlel, and it
appears to be the constitution of the Clan-na-Gael.
"Constitution. Declaration of Principles,
This organisation has for its object the complete independence of Ireland and
the establishment of en Irish Republic. It is’the undoubted right of the =~
Irish people to regain their freedom by srmed revolution. Neither this organ-
isation nor its members shall give any support to any movement having for its
object the final settlement of the Irish National question except on the basis
of complete national independence.™

I do not propose to read the whole of it, but pick out saliemt parts. Its
objects ere, firstm to aid the people of Ireland in securing complete national in-
dependence under a republican form of government. The only policy which it be-
lieves will attain that end is physical force.

A person, to be eligible for membership, must be 18 years of age or over; of -
good moral character, of Irish birth or descent through either or both parents, and
must not be a member of any organisation entagonistic to the principles of the V.C.
Now, what the V.C. may be there is some doubt about. I think from various matters
- that I will be able to place before Your Honor it really means the ¥olunteers Com-
mittee; it appears to be the head directing agency of both the Irish Republicen
Brotherhood and of the Clan-na-Geel. Then I will come directly to another letter
of Doren's, written when he got to America, in which he says that he cannot be ad=-
mitted to the Brotherhood until he has served a sort Bf novitiate for at least a
year, but that he is accepted in all Circles as the accredited representative of the
Australien Branch. Now, this throws some light on the idea of having to weit & yeer; -
this is sec. 3 of Membership:- »

"The proposer must have known the candidate at least one year immediately pre-
ceding the proposal, and give the Camp satisfactory references as to his
character &nd personal history." .

end what the evidence appears to indicate is that the Irish National Association in

N.S.W., with all its innocent apparent intentionsm was really the recruiting ground

where people were sounded and after a year's knowledge of them were admitted to the

inner Brotherhood. . -

Then Article 3:~ o N

"The D.A. (that means District Association). The Organisation shall be composed
of camps and districts, and the governing body shell be known as the D.A."

Article 3, Section 2:~- .¥

"The executive power of the V.C. shall be vested in a body known as the D.fe,

- + consisting of Secretary and Treasurer and seven other members, all of whom shall

be separately elected by the direct vote of the majority of the delegates pre--

sent and voting at a convention. The nine members so eslected shall select as

Chairmen of the D.A. amy member of the V.C., having the necessary qualifications

prescribed in the Constitution. .

Section 3:-

The D.A., shail be the absclute governing body except when the General or Sp661al

Convention is in session. Five of its members shall constitute a quorum for the

transaction of business.

The duties of the D.A. shall be divided among its members by the appointment of

committees on foreign relations, finance, militapy, and good of the Order.

Section 3=

The names of the D,A. shall be known only to the delegates attending the Con- -

vention and to the District Officers, except in the case of Secretary and Trea-

surers, whose names will be known to the S.G's and J.G's (that is Senior Guard-
ians and Junior Guardians).

{r
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Section 12: No member of the Orgenisation shall be eligible to a position of -
D.A. unless he has been in good standing for five consecutive years prior to- |
his election.” - i
Other sections provide that any member divulging the time and place of hold-
ing a Convention shall be expelled. .
"Brigede and Regimental Commanders are entitled to act as delegates to the Con- |
vention with all the privileges of regular delegates, provided they comply
with Regulation 5, Sec. 2 of the Congtitution and are approved by the D.A&.
Expenses of the said delegates shell be paid by their respective Military Or-
genisation, and provided further that each Brigade or Millitary Commander has
no loss than six compsnies under his coammend. "
Then:—
"The Board of Officers shall consist of the D.O. {District Officer, I think
that means), S.G's and J.G's and the renking officer of the Military in the
district, or an alterate provided by him." '
Then it provides for election in cases of vacancies. Then:~
"Mfhe D.A. shall act on Military matters in connection with the Militery offic-
ers designated by the Adjutant-General under the direction of the D.A."
Section 9 of one of the divisions of this Gonstitution reads:=
"The D.A. shall furnish weekly to .every member on the roll a copy of the Gaelic~
American free of charge." "
"Section 11: The public neme oi the Organisation shall be the Clan-na-Gael. The
use of the puolic name of the Organisation in towns or cities whikre thers are
two or more Camps, without the consent of the Brothers of the said Camps, is-
prohibited." :
Then there is provision made for offences snd penalties, and one of the matters of
misconduct is‘opposition to the policy of the V.C. as containeu in the Declaration
of Principlese
Then Section of 13 is:=
“"Any member who speeks of the aftairs or workings of the Organisation in any -
public place of resort or publishes or causes to ve puolishes in any news-
paper or other publication anything pertaining to the Organisetion, except by
order of the D$A., shall be expelleds
Section 23 Any member divulging any of the nemes of the members of the D.A.
shall be expelled, never to be re-admitted.
Any member who shall wear a badge or other emplem likely to expose the ex-~
jstence of the Orgenisation shall be suspended for six months."” )
Then comes: "the form of oath for candidates at initiation, or of officers at in-
stallation shall be as prescribed in the ritual;" so there is a reference to the
ritual. Then dealing with the Military:- ’ _ _
"The Militery shall be a special department under the direct and supreme con-
trol of the D.A., which shall provide for the appointment of the necessary
officers and enact such laws for its government as it may deem necessary.
The Militery Board of Officers, with the sanction of the Civic Board of Of-
ficers, are smpowered to raise the necessary funds to arm and equip the
troops of their respective districts, and all arms so provided shall remain
the property of the Civic Organisation.”

The ritual provides for the admission of candidates and gives a diagram
showing where the different officers of the Associstion are to be placed. and it
says this:- "Key to foregoing diagram" and ofie of the things is "Gentre table
draped with green, white and orange flag." Now, the green, white and orange
colours are the colours of the Irish Republican Brotherhood; they are also the
colours of the Irish National Associmtion of N.S.W., of Victoria, end of Queens-
jend, The ritusl is based apperently on the military idea, because ths divisions
are called Camps in America - where we have centres here they apparently have
campse This is a part of the opening ceremony:- .

"The Senior Guardian: Officers and Brethren. We meet to perform a sacred
duty. The cause of Ireland has been entrusted to our keeping end we are here
to protect and advence iis interests; to rid Ireland of English rule, estab~
1ish en Irish Republic. By force alone can wWe win." i
and so on. Then there is a system of balloting for candidates, end when the can~ |
didate is presented, he is asked - 'Do you. believe in Ireland’s right to be a '
separate and independent nation? As Ireland's independence can only be- achieved -
by physical force, are you willing to work for the winning of Ireland's indepen-
dence by that means? Then again in an address from the Past Guardian:- S
"§e are banded together to free the land of our fathers from English rule’and '
to make it an independent Republic. We take no man into our ranks who is not
fully in sympathy with this objects BEvery man in our Order has taken a '
solemn oamth, binding himself to aid and accomplish it. It is an oath which l

_does not conflict with duty."

(Then the. 1
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Then the obligation:-

"I {(then the nsme if given) do solemnly swaar that I will labout whilst life is
left to me to put an end of English rule in Ireland and to establish an inde-
pendent Republic on Irish soil and to elevate the position of the Irish race
everywhere; that I will obey and respect the Constitutional laws of the V.C.
and all orders coming from the proper authorities. I finally swear that I
take this oath without sny mental reservation whatever and that I will keep it
in letter and spirit until death.”

Then there is an address by the Senior Guardian:-

"The neme of this organisation is the V.C., Its local subdivisions or branches
are stylesCamps and each camp is known by a numher., This camp is number so-and-
so and its public name is so-and-so. Each member of a-camp is also assigned =a
number snd is known by that number at each meeting. Force is the cardinal prin-
ciple of our Orgenisation and an Irish Republic is the end towards which all our
efforts are directed., The mission of this Organisation is to combine and con-
centrate the efforts of the Irish race in America for the support of the sirug-
gle for independence in the 0ld Land."

Then it goes on:-

"Irish independence is supreme. The colours of our Organisation, green, white
and orange." o ”

Then:- "We are all soldiers of Ireland's army and every soldier must stand by his

comrades in difficulty and danger."

Then there 1s a provision:-

"You will preserve the strictest secrecy in regard to it and you will never men-
tion the name of the V.C. or anything in connection with its inner working to
anyone whom you do not know to be a member in good standing.

Bef ore proposing any man for membership, you will firsit assure yourself that
his sentiments and opinions are in accord with the policy of the Organisation.
Then propse him in Camp without informing his of the fact. If he should be
elected, you will then approach him casually on the subject, using only the
public name of the orgamisation, and if you find him anxious to join you can
inform him that “he has been proposed for admission,"

Here is an obligation for a retiring or resigning member:-

"I do hereby propose and swear in the presence of God and the members assembled
that I will during my entire life keep absolutely secret the names, workings, -
and purpose of the V.C., and all things that I know and have learned in rela=-
tion to the same, and that I will never be a party to the injury of the Organi-
gation or any of its members.”

Then there is an oath of secrecy administered to a delegate to any Convention, .
snd then a final pledge of secrecy closes the ritual. '

Both in Delton's end Dryer's possession were found typewritten copies adopt-

ing that ritual. It is headed "Opening". It begins with "Opening" ebd then re-
peats practically the salient parts of what I have read in the former ritual.
"Forece is the cardinal principle of our Organisation and an Irish Republic is the
end towards which our efforts are directed." And then it says "The mission of the
Organisation is to combine and concentrete the efforts of the Irish race in A
(which unquestionably stands for Austrelia) for the support of the struggle for

independence in the 0ld Land.

We are bound by the closest ties of friendship and

community of purpose with a similar organisation in Ireland end America." So that
T am right in saying that "A" refers 4t0 Australis. "The two work in harmony end
are practically one organisation. We have no connection or affiliation with any
other organisation or movement."” Then il goes on "The colours of our organisation
green, white and orange, are amblems of its principles and express & desire for
anion of the Irish race." Then il says, "You will preserve the strictest secrecy
in regard to it." Then about admitting, "Provided you have known him for at least
twelve months" so that the twelve months novitiate is adopt ed there. The next
letter I propose to read came into the possession of the Defence Dept. Ti is un-
questionably in Doran's handwriting and is addressed to Dalton. It is from Sen
Francisco, dated September 17th, 1917:- '

“"Perhaps you may think that I have forgotten my trust because I have not written
direct to you before now, but such is not the case. I would have communicated
long ago but that there was considerable risk and nothing of grave importance
to communicate. I have been in touch with local affairs since my arrival hers,
but as a probationary period of at least one year is insisted on in the case
of every one not provided with a regularly endorsed transfer, I em not yet in-
jtiated although recognised unofficially as ppo .representing the Australian
winge.

Jus% now a great deal of excitement is in the air here owing to thé editor of
the "Leader", Laurence de Lacey, H.C. for Pacific Coast, and Lieut. Dan

(Harnedy of.
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Harnedy of the local Irish Volunteers, having been arrested for an alleged
Fenian conspiracy to liberate Franz Bopp, Germen Consular~General, and Lisut.
Baron von BhfixB Schack, from the local interanment Camp, and help them to get
home to Germany through Mexico. The boys have been found guilty through the ‘
evidence of a Carey named Patrick O'Connor, but are appealing for a new triel.
The spirit esmong our people here is very good and every one is unanimous g re-
garding Ireland end war. There is every evidence of a tsrrible and bloody re-
volution coming in this country. Todat 30,000 iron ship builders walked out on
gtrike in and around San Francisco, thus stopping all Government coniracts on
War vessels. There are strikes and riots all over the country, end men are
being shot dead in the street here every day. The Government is trying to
stamp out the I.W.W., which is regarded here as a Germen peid union, but every
arrest they make only embitters the feeling. A little while ago a white mob
purned & negro alive. Do not worry about America's entrance inio the war. It
is a blessing in disguise, the best thing that ever happened. It has thrown
the Irish end Germans in this country into a united mass, and the pro-Ally
element like Roosevelt end Compeny are getting such a dose of English rule and
English diplomacy that a reaction is beginning to set in.

If you have any subscriptions for guns, etc., send them to Sydney - you know
who I mean - along with list of names, and they will be transmitted here and
and through the proper channels to Berlin or Hamburg by direct messenger. Keep
the boys in good heart for the outlook is very bright. I hope to be able to
keep you posted on the state of affeirs regularly from noe on.

I will send books and papers as soon as I find means., My messenger is loaded
up this time and they are risky to get through. Hope you are keeping well and
with best wishes.”

He also send enclosed in it a lesflet showing the non-commissioned of{icers
of the Irish Brigade, Berlin, I think it is 2 similar leaflet to one which was put
in on the trial of Casement for treason.

I went rether ahead in date - there is another letter, from Dryer to Dalton,
which was found in Dalton's possession, and which is deted 14th November, 19163~ - |

Tnere is one matter I forgot to mention. I referred to a letter from Doran
t+o0 Dalton, and Your ‘Honor sees there is a reference in what letter to a "messenger.”
We have the envelope as well as the letter, andthat letter was posted in Sydney,
s0 it evidently came by messenger from San Francisco to Sydney, and then was posted
in Sydney and reached Delton in Melbourne. Through a great deal of this corre-
spondence it is evident that they developed a system of sending things by hand, and
I will come to more of that directly in one letter in which they speak of having
practically a complete system of .communicetion, )

This letter from Dryer to Dalton is dated 14th. November, 1916 and begins in
Gaelic:- : ' '

"A Chare (which means "friend"),

I feel I owe you meny apologies for the indecent delgy in replying to your two
letters which were duly received. I can only plead that the great amount of
work entesiled by what we have set out to accomplish does not permit me much
leisure at sll, There is & good deal of correspondence to be dealt with in
several spheres, but I shall at all times endeavour to keep in close touch with
yourself. This is typewritten in order to be more legibly read end more rapidly
written, but in writing to & freidd I do not like writing in anything else than
manuscript; however, in the circumsyances, I hope you will excuse me. The
amount forwarded by you on behalf of W.B. I have handed to Mrs. L. She desires
me to thank you very sincerely for your great kindness. ©She states that her
husband cannot be convicted of the crime alleged against him." )

That is a man named Peter Lerkin, who was one of the I.W.W. men convicted of
incendiary conspirsacy, and is still in gaol and who sppeares from some of these
letters which I will be able to place before you in evidence to be the brother
of & men named Larkin who was at the head of the strike which tock place in
Dublin I think in 1913. The letter goes oni- -
"And judging from her statement and in the light of the attendent circumstances,
I feel quite sure he is innocent of the charge of sabotage. Her address is 37
Sophia Street, Surry Hills, in case you may desire to communicete with her.

Mr, L's home at once gives us the impression of a man attached to his family . .-
end home, I
I regret to say I have not yet received any commumication from Sean D. (thet is
John Doran) since his departure from the country some weeks ago. I feer his
letters have been intercepted. He commissioned me to take charge of the "regu-
lars" before leaving, as I suppose he has already informed you. Letterlys, of
course, we have not been eble to give consideration to anything apperteining to
this matter, with the shadow of conscription overhanging us, but we shall try
+o make some strides now. How are these metters progressing with you? We have

(about 50.
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sbout 50. I would be pleased indeed to ses you, Mr, Dalton, if it is possible
at all for you to come this way. Sean did not have any great details in his
possession, as we are more or lees cut off from Headguarters. Over in Queens-
land they have & very good men, I belisve, Mr., Fs I have made several unsuc-
cessful attempts to get in touch with him but so far without aveil. By good -
fortune I expect to see tonight a gentlemen from the States, who has hed. some
experience, from which we hope to derive some profit. If so I shall place same
et your disposal." T
That gentleman was & Mr. Clark, who had been in the Tramway employ in Mel-
bourne and had teken & trip to the United States in some representative character [
in connection with the labour movement, and had returned, and some of the corre- (
spondence I will put in tends to show that he brought back with him, among other {
things, & receipt for some moneys which had been sent over. !
HIS HONOR: What was Mr. Dryer's employment? ' ‘
MR, RALSTON: Dryer, I regret to say, is a Batchelor of Arts of the Sydney

 University; he was employed for some years prior to his arrest in the Customs De-

partment of the Commonwealth of Australia as what is known as a second~class Locker;
that is to say, & person who is responsible for the safe custody of a bond. I may 1
gay thet as a Customs officer he in all probability would heve access to shipping,
although not necessarily so, because he was attached to a Bond, but he would have -
access that other persons might not be able to get, snd it is quite apparent, tak- |
ing the correspondence as e whole, that some system of communication between Americe
and here by messenger had been adopted, and that moneys were sent in that way.
HIS HONOR: Did Mr. Dryer remein in the Customs until he was arrested?
MR. RALSTON: Yes - I may say there was a very good reason for that.
HIS HONOR: I was only asking. |
MR, RALSTON: While I am on the matter, perhaps U had better mention that Mre
McGuinness, one of the other four arrested in N.S.W., was employed as a salesman ;
in a well-known boot shop in Sydney. McSweeney was employed as & canvasser in one |
of our leading Insurance companies. McGing had been employed by the Railway Com-
missioners in the Tramway Dept., on the road staff until the recent strike. Since
then he has apparently been in temporary employment and at the time of his arrest
was employed as a gardenerat the Lewisham Hospital. Dalton, as far as we can
gather, has no permasnent occupation and draws an 0ld Age pension. McKeown is by
occupation a bricklayer. Fitzgerald carries on business as & bookseller in 50
Melbourne St., Brisbane. I was reading about their expecting to see a gentleman
from the States. Then he goes on:- : '
"I think Seen mentioned that a certain code he had in his possession was ob-
tained from you. Two alphabets are used in it, one running vertically and the
other horizontally with the letters Fein (?7). Do you recognise the one I mean?
A keyword is employed elso, as an additional safeguard.” ' -
And then there is & reference agein to an invisible ink preparation. e
"If you happen to see W.B. kindly tell him thet I intend writing him very short~
1y. I shell be gled to know how things are progressing in Victorie at all times
and particularly on this special venture upon which we are embarking. Yours
fraternelly" }
Then there is some Gaelic "And in the cause of Irelend.” ' I
The next is a letter of 1lst. November, 1917, from Dryer to Dalton. It is a
typewritten letter and is signed with some Gaelic letiers which are "A.T.D." but
at the top of it, in red ink, over the very beginning of the letter, is a post-
script which is in Dryer's handwriting. I will read the postseript first:-
"9l Cavendish St., Stanmore,
Sydney,
) ~ 1gt. November, 1917.
P.S. As there may be a raid at any time it may be well to destroy any letters
of a compromising character, or at least very very carefully conceal them. -
A Chara,. .
Your welcome letter of the 29th to hand. In this morning's local news
‘rag 1 observed that Jageurs"(who was a member of an Irish Association in Vie-
toria, which I may designate as a perfectly harmless one) "and the jingoes have
succeeded in having the Exhibition withdrawnm for the purposes of the mesting,
but I suppose this would not defeat those who are convening the meeting. Do ;
you know, & chara, that I really believe it would be better for the Cause if |
the whole of our forces were thrown together to defeat him and them. After
all, it is for the seme sacred cause that we are all working end as divisions-
are our perdition, as Davis puts it, it would be better to eliminate them in &
great crisis such as this 1s. If the Hibernians or any one else were to get up q
e Sinn Fein meeting, which isnot very likely, T would support them t0 the
death. I know what a contemptible trict the Y.I.S. served you" (That is the |
i
1
J

Young Ireland Society) "end as Plunketi says tpatriotism is the }agt_ref?ge of
scoundrels oftentimes,' but how.the enemy is rejoicing at this divigion in our
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renks. If the I.N.A. joined in with or without invitation it would certainly
strengthen its status and influence. Alweys look &t the enemy's view of it.
T think I would go any length to beat him. I saw Jageur's vitriol in print
and sent the enclosed reply to the "Age" which did not reach publication. As
to @ mesting here I do not think it would be possible without the aid of Dr.
Mannix. We have very few laymen capable of addressing such a mesting here.
There are & number of clerics who, they say themselves, could not take the
platform publicly on account of the attitude of that old contemptible seoinin,
Archbishop Kelly, a notorious recruiting sergeant. Mnyhow, I am not going to
1let the matter rest. Perhaps a meeting may be arranged in one Bf the big
grounds here. Anyhow, I feel that something must be done. The B2 Gatholic

Press here is crying out for a meeting and I am sure thet a seoinin one will |
be called sooner or later. We must try to frustrate it.

More bad news. Wm. Fegen was on Wednesday week arrested in Brisbane with-
éut any charge whatever being made against him and with six weeks of his bond 1
to run.”

Williem Fegen was one of the Vice-Presidents of the Irish National Associa-

tion of Queenslmrd, and has been interned under somewhat similar provisions.

"¢ entered into abond to keep the peace for three months at the time of his
triel. He was sent down here on Tuesday of this week and interned. I was at
the station to see him but could not speak to him. I will know him again
wherever I see him. Fitzgerald, the secretary in Brisbane, says he thinks his
turn will come soon. The enemy is very active and we shall 21l have to remain
golidly together. Solidarity is the watchword. I d¢ not know what the latest
de¥elopments are with regard to Fegan's case or what position his wife and -
seven children are in but if ony meeting is to be held on Monday try hard to
-get this matter ventilated. Fitzgerald seys the Order to intern him cams from
headquarters in Melbourns. Of course, I know that public meetings for ‘the }
purpose would do litile good. The best thing is political influence. If you
know eny politicians iikely to ravour the cause, try to get them. _

The news from Italy anyhow is not celculated o meke us very downhearted; at
any rate there is something of gatisfaction in the consideration ithat they
cannot intern the Germen army or put them before the firing squad, or suppress
Cerman newspapers, or batter Berlin to pieces. Wes do not know from day to ’
day wien our turn will come bul I suppose we must be ready. We are in ihe
game and must take whbt we get for the grandest cause in the wortd. Irish !
patriotism has veen smply demonstrated to thrive on persecution and if taey
are going to adopt it here, I hope they will do it in a wholesale fashion.

The reaction these days to suppression, depredation, imprisonment and pro-
pagation of the vilest lies and slander and so forth that have characterised-

this Covernment would, one would think, make the tamest white-livered slave
revolt, but I think there are too many British in this country for it ever to
do any good - accepting anything their masters will give them, so long as their
vanity amd jingo spirit are pandered to; but that is their concern. Ours is

Irelend and her liberation. How are you progressing with the I.N.A.? Get the
good old fight going. I em seriously considering the question of a journal |
and will let you know developments. Kindly remember me to the boys. I must -
write to Bill Butler soon. Brother Beacham seems to be a very fine character.
What a pity you lost him. If there is eny time, it may be possible 1o start a
branch there, Writs soon."

And then some Gaelic.

I come now to the other half-yearly reports of the Irish National Associa~’
tion. The next half-yearly report we have in our possession is a year later than
the one that I referred to; that would be 31st. December, 1916. This was found in
the possession of Dryer, but bears no signature. Thére is reference here to some -
lectures. It says:- . ,

"D#. Tuomey's lectures must be regarded as the principal egency in the creation
of a very definite, very patriotic spirit in the Association, a spirit in absolute
harmony with the ideals expressed in the constitution. They have done much to
counteract the Anglicising influences which are in eternal antagonism to the true-
Gaelic spirit. - : :

In conclusion, the Committee makes an earnest appeal to members to continue to
uphold the dignity of the Association and its ideals, and 1o 1gbour for the exten-
gion of its influence, power and prestige. It shall at all times avoid the shoals-
of locel politics and sectarianism, a point which cannot be too strongly stressed.
It mims at the concentration of the offorts of the exiled children of Erin and their
descendants, to assist by every means at their disposal in the achievement of Erin's
froedom. It is not 2 social club nor designed to provide apusement for Irish people,
but 2 serious attempt to co-operate in the world-wide movement which has hecome
known as the Celtic Renaissance, & movement which is co-ordinating, organising and
concentrating every effort of the resurgent Gaelic spirit upon its supreme task,

(the vindication.
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the vindication for Ireland of what in the eyes of God and all just men is
regarded as the right of every nation - independence. As such, the Irish
National Association claims the support and allegiance of all truehearted
Irish patriots who yearn to see Erin removed from a position of degradation
and slavery beneath the vile, cruel and tyrannical hand of the power we hate -
England ~ end our hatred we regard as & virtue - to her rightful position . |
amongst the free nations of the earth.”
- The next half-yearly report is the 30th. June, 1917, That report is signed
by John Sheehy as President, A.T. Dryer es ‘Honourary Secretary, and some Gasliec
as Assistant Honourary Secretary - O'Dwyer. There are a lot of references. fo
soclal matters and teaching; then I come to the middle of a long paragraph, whlch
68y S,
"The Irish National Association is in full sympathy with all organisations
' which aim at the complete independence of Erin, the only true national aspirs-
tion of the Irish race. Other aspirations are unnational and are representa-
tive only of a certain section of Irish persons, now heppily in a hopelessly
small minority, who fail to appreciate that Erin is at last weking from the -
lethargy of eenturies, ani that constitutionalism with its concomitants, ser-
vility, slavishness, sycophancy, and treason to Ireland's true freedom, meets
only with contempt and scorn of all disinterested, just and thght-thinking
men and even of our enemies. To create dissensions in the ranks of the As-
sociation being therefore the sole means of causing disunion among the Irish :
portion of the community here, the presence of all disruptive and disturbing !
torces must be rigidly eliminated. Let us all work together for the common '
good. To all those, be they lay or ecclesiastic, who under whatsoever pretext
seek to divide the Irish race or to divert it from its true goal - independence |
we say 'Ye are wolves in sheep's clothing, ye shall not set limits to the on-
wai'd march of the Irish nation." Our cause is a just one and must prevail. Tie
Irish race ithroughout the world is moving with an ever-increasing speed to -its
gooli. Shall we, the Irish people of New South Wakes, neglect our duty to assist
in the great work? Shall we regard the siupeudous event with apathy? The
mission of the ;rlsh National Associmtion is primariiy one of educaiion along |
the lines of our true duty to our nation, and to judge by its achievements
hitherto it has amply justified its existence, but much yet remains to be done.
We are living in an age fraught with the profoundest consequences to Ireland.
Heor very existence as a separate nation is at stake. We therefore exhort all
to pay due regard to the seriousness of the situation."
Then it finishes up with - "And she shall yet stand forth befors the world
& free nation, under the green, white and gold." . :
The next half-yearly report is dated 31st December, 1917. It is signed by
John Sheehy as President, G.P. O0'Connor as Treasurer, A.T. Dryer as Secretary,
Jemes Donoven as Assist, Secretary, McGing as Warden, and some Gaelic characters:-
which I will be able to show are Williem McGuinness, as Waerden too. I have a let- |
ter which shows that at this period McGuinness was Warden, and there are apparently
two wardens, one McGing and ome McGuimmess.
"The readings and lectures have been exceptionally well attended and a goodly
number of members menifested interest in the proceedings, though the presence-
of a more irresponsible section, that is perhaps an inevitiable concomitant of -
such & lerge orgenisation as the I.N.A., has been in evidence. These have not--
yet reached & comprehensive realisetion of the needs of the nation and the ex-
istence of the most extreme crisis in her history, end their duty to the natdon
whose blood courses through their veins. Ireland, our country, first, last and
all times, has been despoiled of her independence. That stolen right must be
restored before sny genuine peace can be entertained. On the soil of Ireland is
marshalled, under Eesmon de Velers, an Irish army, perfect in arms, order and
discipline, standing pledged to redeem that right without which all other ad-
vaniages are futile. Are we fully conscious of the tremendous significance of
this fact, the whole future of Ireland and the Irish race. Are we in speech and
action inspired by this consciousness, that when Irelend achieves her hard-won
liberty, as more than one German statesman has promised to askist in obtaining
for her at the European Peace Conference, the gigantic task of reconstruction
will confront the nation. As members of the Irish race we must conceive it to
be our sacred duty to join in this task snd to qualify in all p0851ble ways
for participation in the work of re-erecting from out the ruins wrought by
Englend a nation worthy of her great traditions, worthy of the blood of Tone,
Emmet, Pearss and Casement, worthy to rank smong the courts of the nations in
spirituality, art, industry and commerce. Distence or the geographicel accid-
ent of birth in & foreign land in no way diminishes our complete psychological
and spiritual identity with the Irish race, nor minimises our responsibility;
and let it be stated at once that so far as Australia is concerned the Irish
National Association will endeavour to conserve the interests and rights of

(Erin and.

R




\.)

15,

Erin and afford a major number of opportunities to the million or more Irish

residents of Austrelia of doing their duty by their race." .
Then the third paragraph from the end says:=

"During the half-year a branch of the Association was established in Victoria,

but, owing to adverse conditions and the more baneful influence of organisa-

tions which still adhere to Redmondism, it has not made such progress as its

more fortunately situated sisters in Sydney and Brisbane,"

In the possession of nearly all these people, and some other members of the
Irish National Assocismbion, we found a leaflet bearing the colours green, white
and orange. 1 do not know that there is anything very serious in the leaflet, as
far as T can remember at presant. There werse glso found in the possession of
several of the persons here - Dryer, McGuinness, McSweeney, and, I think, Fitz-
gerald ~ circulars addressed apparently to the Irish clergy and collecting slips.
The collecting slips are headed - "Trish Netional Association of N.S.W. Fund to
agsiet Remon de Valera and his followers +o win the next genersl elections in Ire-
1end or to be used otherwise at his or their diseretion.” There is no date on the
" particular one that T heppen to have. "This collection sheet is to be handed to the
secretary not later then Monday, 15th. April, 1918." But they all bear dates, I
think, generally about March, 1918. In McSweeney's possession there was also found
a draft of part of this circuler letter which was addressed to the Irish clergy.
The whole letter was typewritten and bears signatures in multigraph of John Sheehy,
Cheirmen of Committee, A. Dryer, B.A., McSweeney, Lillis, Hon. Secretaries, Reve
Patrick Tuomey, G.P. O'Connor and J.E. Murphy. I do not propose to read this docu-
ment in full - no doubt my friends will be sble to get a copy of it without any
trouble, but the draft in McSweeney' s handwriting contains all the matter except
the first and the last three small paragraephs. The last paragreph in the draft and
in the typewritten copy is:- ’

"Sinn Fein is the roed and Easmon de Valera is the man. Now or never. Now and
forever." ' ' -

And it is esking the clergy to appeal to their flocks for subscriptions to-
the fund which I have just mentioned in the circuler. There was also found in
McSweeney's possession portion of a typewritten letter signed by Dryer - it is the
torn off bottom part of a typewritten letter, and the part we can make out is
something sbout - "Bring £20.5.0 tonight for despatch to D." That is clearly’
Doran. "Two intimate friends of his arrived last boat en route for Melbourne.™
Thet is the Clarks. "And they brought e recoipt for the last emount. Everything. =
is go maith." I suppose that mesns well. "The money is going to the best pos-
¢ible destinetion, which I will explain to you personally. The ' Sonoma' leaves
on Wednesday and the M,0. must be sent out tomorrow." That has a date in ink, -
19.12.718, but of course thatl cannot be so and it is either intended for 19.1.'18-
or 19.12.'17. We traced the M,0. for £20 and that is dated 8.1.'18. There is an
gpplication for a money order for £20 to Sean Doran, San Francisco, signed "Albert
Dryer" with Dryer's usuel signature, so that there is a sending of some moneys,
and we have had, in one of the earlier letters which I have mentioned, the sugges-
tion that Dalton should send moneys to the man in Sydney thal were collected for
guns etc., and they be trensmitted across. -

We are slso in possession of a copy of a letter, which I may say was taken
by official euthority, and I shall prove the copy = & ietter from Doran to Dryer,
dated San Francisco, 10th April, 1918. I am only reeding part of the letter:-

"Received your welcome note of Jenuary 8th, likewise £20, which will be invest-
ed by the firm in accordance with your wishes, meking & total of 194 dol. 80--
cents to your credit. I trust that business is good with you. It is coerteinly
very brisk with us on this gide. I understand that our New York staff is work-
ing overtime, and our local menager here has several foreign orders on hand
also, chiefly for South Americe and Mexico."

When a seerch was made at 91 Cavendish Street, Stanmore, on 25th.March,
Detective Serg. John Remsay mede the gearch accompanied by another memper of the .
Detective Force and by the Military Police. He found that there was a Sinn Feln
flag hanging over the mantelpiece - green, white and orange = in the front room
downstairs. He found by enquiry and also by observation - because he was employed
to watch Dryer's movements and the places where he went to - that 91 Cavendish St.,
Stenmore, was occupied by Dryer and was also occupied by & man nemed Cusick, who
is an uncle of Dryer's and who is employed in the State Justice Department; by a-
man nemed Quinn and his wife, Quinn being employed in the Maroubre State Quarries.
T think I em right in saying that Quinn's wife was & half sister of Dryer. Therse
was also residing in the house a Miss Kathleen Weber. She spells it Wee-D-e-T end
it is commonly pronmounced Weaver, although the name itself has somewhat of a sug-
gestion of German origin. I may say that Dryer himseil is by aescent partly of
Germen ex.raction., His grandf'atner on the paternal side was Caspar Dryer, whno was
born in Hemburg, Germany. On e other side ne is of Irish descent..A search was
made also, I think on the next day, the Zz5th. March - ab any rate on the 25th. or

(26th. March.
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26th. March - at the residence of Dryer's mother. She had married a second timé

" a man nemed Weber -~ he calls himself Weber apparently = and she resided ot Lithgow,

and until some time in last year her husband had been employed as & storeman in the
Small Arms Factory at Lithgow. There were found at Mrs. Weber's place various let-
ters from her son containing references relevant to this Inquiry. One of them is
in menuscript, I think, and the others .in typewriting, and signe: with his Christim
name in his handwriting. With regard to these relations and connections of Dryer's,
I think T am right in saying that 211 of them, except possibly Mise Kathleen Weber,
were members of the Irish National Association. When the offices of the Irish
National Association, which were in Rawson Place, near the Reilway Station, were
searched on the 23rd May, the Military Authorities took possession of a cabinet
contedining the names of all the members of the Association. The names number some-~
where about 1100 or 1200, among them being a great number of women. The collection
was in a ledger also, in one handwriting, and the complete system in the cabinet of
the names, on the card system, g iving the names of the seconder and proposer of the

membere for the Association, and containing the signature of the person proposed.

Among those persons will be found Cusick, Quinn and Mrs, Weber.
The first letter found in lrs. Weber's possession is dated 25th September,
1917 = I am not reading it all:~- : .
"91 Cavendish §t.,Stenmors,
26th.9,'17.
Dear Mum, : _
We have started a branch of the I.N.A., in Melbourne at last, formed up
 last Sunday week. That is very good news indeed. Frank MacKeown is secretary.
He has a little son a fortnight old. News in Ireland is very bright indeed.
Every man is drilled end well armed and equipped and another revolution is free-
1y talked of, so we can expect it at first favourable opportunity. I wish I
were there." ,
That is signed "Your affectionate son, Albert." That I can prove without
question is Dryer's handwriting. The second letter we have is dated 18th.0ctober,
1917, from 91 Cavendisgh Strest, Stanmore, and it reads:-
"Dear Mum, '

number of newspapers. He says the peopls of ica are dead against the war.
I have written to Arthur Griffith, the Editor of?éinn Fein paper and the founder
of the movement, and to other organisations in Ireland, so there should be some-
word in a few months at Rmkkk latest. There is almost certain to be another re-
bellion in Ireland before long. The British are trying to provoke the rebellion
before the lads are ready but we are not going to bite at the bait until our own
time comes." B
This is also signed "Albert". Then there is a letter which is not dated, from 247 -
Eddy Street, San Francisco, United States of America. It is addressed to Albert
Dryer, B.A., and introduces Clark, whom I have mentioned, giving him his Irish neme,
which T hardly feel competent to pronounce, but it reads Tadhg O Cleirigh, and his
son, Leon Cleirigh, and that is signed"Sean 0'Doran." There is nothing important
in it except as showing the connsction betwsen Doran, and afterwards Dryer sends a
letter introducing these people to Dalton in Melbourne. There is this in it: "I
will just say Cleirigh is about the most competent gent I know of to impart much in-
formation from our point of view and will tell you the plaein unvarnished truth about
everything." That information is regarding social conditions etc¢. in the United
States of Americe and a postscript is "I will deem it a favour if you will introduce
0'Cleirigh to Willie, Sean O'Dwyer, McSweeney and the rest of the boys." .
When McGuinness' place was searched there was found a copy of a letter which
was the cause of Fegan getting into trouble. It is a printed copy. Also an account
in the newspaper of Fegan being convieted and fined £10 on a charge of prejudicing -
recruiting and of his being warned by the Magistrate. There was also found a copy
of a book called "The Crime Against Europe" by Sir Roger Casement, which is mentioned
in the Casement trial and is a prohibited publication prohibited from introduction-
here. He was also in possession of photographs ,of the various persons who were ar-
rested and, after investigation, executed in commection with the Rebellion in Ireland
in Taster Week, 1916; also a photograph of the Countess Markievicz, who was imprison-
ed in commection with that Rebellion, There was also a portion of a letter which I
shall tender lsater on for various purposes, but it is not materisl {o read it -~ it -,
is in Dryer's handwriting. There. was also found this rosette, grsen, orange and
white ~ the white happens to bé in the middle. Also a subscription list of the Irish
Ireland Pund; a letter of 27th. July, 1917, signed by Dryer, dealing with matters in
connection with the Irish National Association showing the connection betwsen them.. --
I have stated that one of the half-yearly reports, which contains seditious matter,
was signed in a Gaelic name, and that neme is opposite {te¢ the word "Warden." I am in
a position to show that the name is McCuinness, and here is the warden's bedge. Ap-
parently after the Irish National Association was formed here which begen apparently

(in June.
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in Junte or July, 1915, the Irish National Asso§1at10n, as mentioned in letters,

had been established in Melbourne in 1917, and an Irish National Association was
formed in Brisbane in 1916 or 1917 - I will refer to that particularly later be-
cause we have the minutes. When those branches had been formed, there was a pro-
posal that there should be a union of all the branches of the Irish National Associa-
tion, and a constitution was apparently drafted to bring about the union of the
whole lot and make it one association with différent branches. The draft constitu-
tion for that purpose was found in McGuinness' possession and in Dryer's handwrit-
ing written on it is "Come to the meeting tonight" ~ evidently in consideration of
this constitution., Then there is one of those circulars about the Irish Ireland
Fund, and there was also found a typewkiften circular of the Irish National Associa-
tion of N.S.W., 338 Elizabeth Street, Sydney, dated 12th June, 1916 - an appeal for
assistanee for the relations of those people who had been in eany way brought to
distress as the outcome of the Rebellion in Ireland in Baster Week, 1916. Now,

that appeal was perfectly legitimate, I am quite prepared to say. There can be

- nothing wrong about making an appeal for people who were in distress at that par--
ticular time, but I wenit fo point this out in that connection, that in the search |
made at the rooms of the Irish National Association on the 23rd May of the present
yéar we found that the moneys which were collected for that purpose were sent
through apparently legitimate channels and openly, in contrast {o the way in which
the other moneys collected for de Valera's purposes, whatever they might be, elec-
tion or otherwise, were apparently sent. These moneys in relief of the Irish Dis-
tress Fund were sent by bank draft to Archbishop Walsh in Dublin. But this docu-~
ment is material in several ways. It has on it the address of Doran. It is wrongly
spelt "Segan Doran", 1945 Howard Street, San Francisco, Cal., U.S.A, But on the

back of it are*some rather interesting memoranda.

HIS HONOR: What is this document?

MR. RALSTON: A circular. -

HIS HONOR: Where was it found? . ‘ ‘

MR. RALSTON: This particular copy was found at McGuinness' place. As I say, we
cannot object to their eppesal for subscriptions for that purpose - that was legi~.-
timate - and we find the subscriptions go through their legitimate channels, open-
ly. I may mention that the persons who signed the appeal are McSweeney as Chairman,
Rev. Tuomey, G.P. O'Connor, Mrs. M. Brown, Hon. Treasurer; Dryer, O'Dwyer and
Byrnes as Hon. Secretaries. Then there is an address of John Doran's and on the
back are the words "No. 2" end then "Dancing Class" but it is quite cleat what it
means. It mesns No. 2 Circle, of which we had evidence in a former letter. It
meens Irish Republican Brotherhood. ({a) Wm. McGuinness, (b) Michael McGing, (c)
Patrick 0'Donnell, (d) Jas. Brennan. That is the James Brennan who was a member of
an 0ld American circle. Then various other names =znd we get names crossed out - I
cannot meke out whether one is intended to be crossed out or not, but if it is not
crossed out we get the ten names of the Cicele., Then below, in pencil, are other-
nemes again zmmpkskéhg completing a circle, apparently. Some of the same names and
some other names. Then there is a leaflet asking people to join the Irish Nationdl
Associstion; it is signed by Dryer and deals really with the atiractions from the
social point of view of the Association, except as to this:-

"Tts Congtitution does not permit the discussion of religion under any clrcunr

stances, nor of politics, excepting those relative 1o the welfare of Ireland.
There was also a copy of the Victoriam Sinn Fein leaflet found at McGuinness',
naviag the colours green, white and orange at the top of it, signed by Dalion as
President and Frank McKeown as Secretary. "Rally brothers and sisters to the ban--
ner of the I.N.A."

‘ Edmmd McSweensy, as I have showh, appears as No. 3 on the N.S.W. sub-clrcle v
No. 1 of the Irish Republican Brotnerhood. No.l is Dryer, Nr. 2 is O'Dwyer, who is
at present in Callan Park, No. 3 is McSweeney. He is a memoer oi the Committee of
the Irish National Association and he is one of the signatories ifor the first half-
yearly report, from which I have read extracts. That torn portivn of a letter
signed by Dryer, referring to £20.5.0 to be sent py money order was fouuu in his
possession mnd he also nad in his possession a Dues Book, ratner rougnly kept. As
I have mentioned, the circulsr to be read vy the clergy asking for the subscrip-
vions for de Valera was mpparentiy dratted in his handwriting aown to the part
which says "de Velera is the wen. Now is the time. Now or never." He mlso’ had in
his possession a copy of the printed ruies or the Irisn Repuilican Brotherhood,
Norta of Engiand Division., Tae North oi Engiland Division cowprises tie counties
of Northumberlend, Cumberlend, Durham, Lancashire, Derbyshire, Staffordshire and
the whole of the northern counties of Wales. Then it deals with enlistment:-

"], No man can be admitted into the I.R.B. or recognised as a citizen and Sol-
dier of the I.R. until he has taken the oath of allegiance to the I.R.

No men known to be 2 member of the Ribbon Hibernian or other similar non-
republican or factional Association to be enlisted until he has broken off his

b
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connection with such Associaticn.

Every member of the I.R.B. in employment is required to pay the sum of not

lesg than 9/— monthly towards the procuring of war materials.

Every member is bound to protect the secrets and guard the I.R.B. Any mem-

ber speaking of its secrets outside its ranks or neglecting to report a
brother member so doing to his knowledge, is liable to be expelled from the
ranks of the I.R.B."

Then there are the divisions into circles, election of officers, etc. .
"gach circle shall be divided into sections to consist of not more than ten men
including each officer, who shell be entitled A.C. Every circle shall be govern-'
od by en executive of three, Centre, Secretary and Treasurer."”

Then the duties of officers:- . )
wgixteen. The duties of a Centre are to receive all information and instruction
for the Circle, to conduct all correspondence, to settle disputes, to he re- )
sponsible for the safe-keeping of ell arms required for the use of the Circle.

A black list of all traitors, spies, swindlers and other criminals against

the I.R.B. shall be placed in the hends of each Centre, who shall read it tc
g1l members of his Circle. Any member known to hold correspondence or inter-
course with any men whose nsme appears on the Black List to be immediately ex—
pelled and never re-admitted into the I.R.B.

Any Centre or other member losing or mislaying eny dangerous document such

as the Rules, the Constitution, or communicati ons from the Executive, to be
for ever expelled from the ranks of the I.R.B."
There are slso various books or publications which were found in his possession
and which I may or may not put in later on.

With regerd to McGing. As I have pointed out, McGing is No. 2 man of the
second Centre, N.S.W. Division. He apparently moves from place to place and we i
could not find him at the address which we obtained, end when he was found he was
found in a temporary position as gardener at Lewisham Hospital. No documents were
found in his possession but he is referred to in various documents with which I
have dealt and he signed as an office-bearer one of the seditious half-yearly re--
por’tB. o :

Dalton would eppear to be possibly the moving spirit in conmection with this
metter. When Doran refers to & branch of the Irish Republican Brotherhood having --
existed in Melbourne for some time, it is quite evident, taking the whole of the
documents togsther, he was referring to Dalton and some connection which Dalton had
established in Melbourne., In Dalton's possession were found a numberof documents
to which I have already referred. When the firg search was made at Dalton's, it
was mede by a member of the Victorian Police Force, names Sainsbury. When he went
to the residence of Delton, he read him the warrant and said "We want to see =ll
your correspondence."” Dalton gseid "I have very little correspondence." Seinsbury
said "You are President of the Sinn Fein Organisetion and it is the correspondence
relating to that we want." Dalton said "There is no such thing as Sinn Fein here.-
I was the President of the Irish Nationel Association; in fact, I was the founder
of it, but I am now reeigning owing to younger members coming along with different
jdeas." Sainsbury said to him "Who is the President now?" end he seid "O'Donnell, -
and Dick Scott is the secretary.” Skinsbury said "Frank McKeown was the secretary !
with you?" Dalton said "Yes, and when he resigned, Mr. Wm. Butler became secretary
Sainsbury said "Where are the books of the Association?" Delton said "Dick Scott
has them," Sainsbury said "Where are the headquarters of the Association?" Dalton-
seid "At Sydney snd Mr. Dryer is the President.” Then there were some questions
ssked about his association with Miss Pankhurst and others of the Socialist Party,
in connection with the anti-conscription campeign, which does not enter into the
metter at sll. Sainsbury then said "Is it not a fact that your bone of contention .. .
is that you want to dissever from Englend and establish a govermnment of your own--- i
and you do not care what means or methods you use in gettirg it?" Dalton said, ‘
' and they will heve to give it to us.” Then on searching the premises a number
offggcuments I heve referred to were found aml there was also found, a document '
which was headed "A Recipe for a Severe Attack of Cold." There was ‘elso found a
rough scrap of paper having some memorenda on it and among these memoranda was & 1
memorandum containing what I might call & prescription. Your Honor sees thet this
is a rough piece of paper which anybody might carry about and put on it when they
thought £it different memoranda, end emong the memorands taken down rather roughly
is the prescription which afterwards appears copied out in Delton's writing on this l
note which bears the heading "A recipe for a severe attack of Cold." Now, that .
recipe consists of three ingredients. I am not going to give them because I do not |
think it is in the public interest to do so, Those ingredients taken themselves I
doubt if they would cause any effect but if for one of them you substitute a some- |
what similar sounding ingredient; if, for instance, instead of sulphuric¢ acid, as
put down here, and &s it might be taken down by a person who did not quite under-
stand the difference, you put sulphide, or as it is commonly called, bi-sulphide
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of eroton (?%7carbon), you get a mixture of the same character as was used by the
I.W.W. men in comnection with the fires which took place in Sydney prior to

their conviction. After setting out these three ingredients, it says this, "Those
things require experimenting with in order to observe the effect. Medicine bottles
are easily carried, beer bottles are too bulky." Your Honor will remember the
1.,W,W. used the small medicine bottles to carry their particular mixture. When
Sainbury found this document, he said to Dalton, "This is a pecudiar thing for you
to have; it is the formula used by the I.W.W, men to destroy property in Sydney.
Where did you get it from?" He said "I picked it up in the street." Sainsbury
said "But it is in your handwriting?" I am referring now to the recipe for & cold,
to the rough memorandum at all. He then said it was given to him. Sainsbury said
"By whom?" Dalton said "Jock Wilson." Sainsbury said "He was a member of the
T.W.W.2" Dalton said "Yes." Sainsbury said "Why did he give to you?" Dalton made
no reply. Jock Wilson was not one of the twelve men but was e man who served a
sentence for being a member of the I.W.W. Brotherhood - I think his sentence has
expired. o : :
Now, there were some other things which were found and I do not want to
meke too much of them, but I feel it my duty to place them before Your Honor, be-
cause these things would be before anybody who had to deal with this matter.

There are a couple of rough diagrams, apparently showing a clock face, and ap-
parently showing at the side which could be let loose or be set in action at some |
time or other, and I am told that one of these diagrams, at any rate, is quite '
capable of roughly representing a type of infernal machine. But I cannot make the
evidence sny stronger than appears from the thing itself and I do not want to
unduly press snything arising out of it, although I feel it my duty to place it
before Your Honor, .

Now, it appears that Dalton was at one time engaged in mining, and Sains-
bury asked him about that and he said "Yes," Sainsbury asked him whether he had
over used synamite or gelignite, and Dalton said "Yes, he had done so when he was
engaged in mining. Sinsbury asked him had he any knowledge of electricity, also
taking possession of a rough diagram showing a place at Merri Creek in Victoria,-
it appears there is some mining, this diagram showing the position of a magazine --
and of various batfery workings. Sainsbury said to him "This appears to be a plan
+o0 blow up & magazine." Sainsbury says that when he said that Dalton made no reply.
Sainsbury also asked Dalton whether he had any knowledge of invisible inks. "Your
Honor will remember one letter from Dryer to Dalton. Dalton said "No,” Sainsbury
seid, referring to the paper, "This appears to have been treated with acids for -
developing invisible inks." Delton said "My son who is in New Zeeland once tried |

experiments for invisible ink and I suppose he left this paper behind." One of the
letters which I heve already read has e reference made in it to invisible ink - --

it is the letter from Doran whilst he was still here, to Devoy in America. That-is
in Doren's handwriting and was found in a big book in Dalton's possession.  Sains-
bury referred to this letter, which was found by another constable, who apparently
brought it in and the conversation took place in the presence of Sainsbury. The -
other constabbe said "I have found this letter, do you know anything about itf" i
Dalton locked at it and said "I cannot see without my glasses." The constable then -
read portions of that letter to Dalton, who said "I know nothing about it."

(At 1 p.m. the Inquiry was adjourned until 2 p.m.}

On resuming at 2 pe.me:- -

MR. RALSTON:. I was dealing, I think, with Dalton. There are one or two matters
thet I have still to mention in comnection with him., I mentioned that & copy of
a letter was found in his handwriting in which he recommended Doran to Devoy.
Thet letter is dated 14th. June, 1916, and reads:-

: "Melbourne, Victoria,

June 14th., 1916. !

Mr. J. Devoy,

Sir, .

The besrer of this, Mr. Doran, has been a member of the I.R.B.

Society formed here now.some time agoe. As we are cut off from news ‘of our
people in Ireland and especially from America, by the severity of the Censor
placed in position by our paternal, imperialistic, jingo Government, seeing  -—
we wvannot get any news of what is passing through Americe excepl thro?gh SN
poisoned sources and from a poisoned, jingo, Biitish press. I take this op- a
portunity of trying to reach you. WNow, you will want to know who I am. I am
an old centre of the F.B.Sn., iniroduced by Denis McGrath in 64 Centre at
Bensha, Tip., then sand recognised afterwards by Michael 0'Neill Fogarty, of
Thomastown, Kilfeacle, who was in strict confidence to and from the Irish
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people office of Parliasment in Dublin. I was with Owen Fogarty at Kilfeacle
the day before and with General T.F. Burke on that morning of 5th March '87 - -
at Ballyhirst. 'I was a uoung men then, I am now advanced in years, but I
never gace up' says C.J. Kickham, but I would see perfidious Albion humbled to
the dust. I therefore recommend Mr. J., Doran for your advice and direction
for this far-away Austrelia. Give him powers to act. I remain, Yours sincere-
1y, M., Dalton.”
The CJ. Kickhem appeared in the investigation into the Fenian troubles in '65
and '67 but I really forget the connection - he had something 1o do with thess
matters.
HIS HONOR: I do not understand that allusion.
MR, RALSTON: It appears to be a name "C.J. Kickham" and I have some knowledge
of it at the back of my mind, of having come across it in reading about these
troubles,
Mr, McTIERNAN: Kickham was a poet. : e
¥R. RALSTON: Then there was & copy of the code that was referred to in ons of --

the letters which I have read from Dryer to Dalton, where they had adopted a double

system of a cross-coded letter., Then there is a ticket of membership of M. Dalton
in the Irish National Association, issued by F. McKeown, and at the bottom is "Cur
aim is Ireland free.” It is only interesting to show what kind of a ticket it was,
with that at the botiom.

T think those are the most materisl matters found in Dalton's possession. There
are others which I shall probebly put in but in opening for my fiiend I think I
have opened everything that is most materiel.

Then on a search at McKeown's place, tickets of membership were found, bearing-
at the bottom of them "Our aim is Ireland free." Then there was also found in his
possession a list headed "Ireland's Roll of Honour. Battle of Dublin, Easter Week,
1916" being a list of the men who were tried and executed in connection with that
rising. Then there were various S5inn Fein designs and emblems found at his place
and also a newspaper "Irish Freedom" June 1913, containing en article "Fragments
of Fenian History" by John Devoy. Then there is a letter of September 4th, 1917, -
from Dalton to McKeqwn, dealing with matters of the Irish National Association in

Victoria, showing the connection between the two of them ~ one is the President and. -

 the other is the Secretary. There is a leaflet to which I have elready referred,

Your Honor, setting forth the objecks of the Association in Victoria.

T'he, Your Honor, there came into possession of the Defence authorities at one
time two postcards, They were enclosed in envelopes and while they were in our pos~
session we had them photographed - the envelope with the address on it and the in-
ternal matter upon the postcard. One of these postesrds was addressed to Mr. T.
Fitzgerald and the other to Dryer. The addresses on the envelopes waich contained
those postecards ere in the heandwriting of McKeown. lhe inlernal matter of each of
them was in Gaelic and we have had a translation since made of tinem. The internal
gaiter is signed "McGoian" but it cen ve identifzeda with other signatures of
McKeown's, end elso, so far as the handwriting is concerned, it can be identified --
it is in the same handwriting - so that the internal matter is, I think, without
question, McKeown's. The one addressed to Fitzgerald appears to be dated 8th.Noven-
ber, 1917. It is addressed to Mr, T. Fitzgerald, Hon. Secty., I.N. Association,
Moore's Chambers, Queen St., opp. G.P.0., Brisbane. The internal metter, trans-
lsted, is this:- :

"Faithful friend, God and Mary be with you, Friend. Have you anuy news? The Ger-

mans on top and Ireland free. Do you guite understand what that is? To hell
with the King, end Ireland forever. I trust you are very well. Your frieand for-
ever, fi FoS. McKeown."
The other one was asddressed to A.T. Dryer in the same handwriting, McKeowm's, and-
the internel matter, translated, is:-

miy dear friend. May God bless you and T hope you are stronge. I am thinking you
have" - there is some doubt-about one word whether it means "gase" or "comfort" --

"when you read the paper emch day. The Germans are walking through Italy without

eny stay whatever. This is true, and to hell with the King. Do you understand

that? Your friend to the end, P.S. McKeowm." ~
There were various other hmkimks less material matters in McKeown's possessiolle
Then we have seen in various letters of Doran's, Dalton's and O'Dwyer's, mention of
Fitzgerald; he is mentioned as Mr. F.,and as a man to take shares in the business.
Tt is remarkeble, if we are scquainted with the workings of the Republican Brother~
hood in Ireland that there, when in correspondence with one another, they referred
to the matter as a business, as if talking of a business desl. Fitzgersald was the
secretary and practically formed the Irish National Asspciation in Queepsland. In-
his possession we found the minutes, showing the formation of the Association and-.
verious resolutions carried by them, and those in themselves are sufficient to show
whet the intention of forming an Irish National Association up there was, I put it
+o Your Honor without a question that it was to be & cloak and a cover for the more
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intimate asctivities of the Brotherhood and as a recruiting ground to furnish mem~
members for the Republican Brotherhood. The date is 27th August, 1916; Minutes
of meeting et some number in Melbourne Street, Brisbane, held by Messrs. T. Fitz-
gereld, M. O'Connor, Cunningham, Cashin, McCormick, Woolf, Wm. Fegan and W.J.
Fegen. One of those Fegans, I forget which, is the man who was interned about a
year ago and was one of the Vice-presidents. Fegan took the chair and explained
the objects of the meeting, viz., to form an Irish National Association, where
they could discuss matters of national importance. It was resolved to form the
Association end those present were formed into a committee, with power to add.
W.J. Fegan was appointed hon. secrstary. A further meeting was fixed for 10th,
Sept. Then we come to the 10th Sept. "lMeeting at Kent's Buildings":-

"John Kennedy was elected to the chair. MNr. Fegan explained the objects of the

Association., Mr. Maroney addressed the meeting. Mr. Crofton on his own, and
on behalf of the Age, offered to supply 5000 copies circulars explaining the
objects of the Association. The offer was accepted.
The following resolutions were carried unanimously: 'That this meeting of
citizens of the Republic of Irelend amd Irish-Australians emphatically
protests against any sttempt being made to apply conscription to Australian

workers .4 particularly to Irishmen and their sons, having regard to the --

feact thet English conscription laws do not apply to Irishmen.'

'*That while affirming our loyalty to the Commonwealth of Anstraiia we hereby

declare that we are prepared to sacrifice our lives if necessary rather than
be compelled to assist England in any way.'

'That copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Premier of Queensland,-
the Hon, Frank McDonnell, M.L.G., Hon. J. Fihelly, M.L.A., Senator Myles Fer-
ricks, Senator John Mullan, Hon. John Meagher, M.L.C., and the Prime Minister
of Australia.’ .

A resolution wes carried fixing the subscription for membership.

Resolutions were also carried appointing A.E. Williams, J. Kennedy, Mr.
Sweeney, Thomas Murphy members of Committee.”

The next is the mesting of 17th September:~
Present: J. Kennedy in the chair, T. Fitzgerald, T. Cunningham, T. Cashin,

A. McCormack, William Murphy, W.J. Fegan and the Secretery. -

Correspondence-included letter from Fihelly dated 12.9.'16, end a dreft

i

reply was approved. John Kennedy was appointed Chairman of Organising Committee

snd McCormack Treasurer., It was resolved to distribute 500 circulars and the
name of the Association was aitered to read 'Austral Irish National Associa-
thon of Queensland' and the Committee then settled the rules znd by-laws.”
September 24th. Meeting of Association: -
"Gorrespondence included letter from Sen. Mullan, endorsing the resolution

on conscription. Mr, John Markwell addressed the meeting and sald the objects

of the Association hed his entire sympathy.

¥Mr. PoW. Maroney gave a recital of Irish history of the 'Black Forties" and
showed how the experience of those days could be applied to present day events

and recited Biggy's "The Saxon Shilling." Mr. D.M. O'Flynn expressed his ad-
. miration for the organisation. Subsequently to the above meeting the Commit-
tee met and adopted the Commonweslth Bank as the bank of the Association.™

Then there is a gap in the minute book from pages 5 to 8, pages 6 and T being miss=-

ing, which is rather interesting in view of the fact that it was suggested that a-
reid might be possible and Mr., Fitzgerald thought he might be interned. At the top
of page 8 the minute book records part of a meeting of the Association at which it
was resolved to institute funds for relieving distress in Dublin and McCormack
read a letter from an Irish prisoner in England describing the treatment meted out
to him thers.
On October 8th, 1916, there was a meeting of the Association and nominations
were received for the position of president and officers.
On the 15th. October, 1916, meeting:- .
"Officers elected: President, John Kennedy, Vice-presidents, J. Donovan and M.
0'Connor, Hon.Sec., Wm.J. Fegan, Treasurer, Andrew McCormack, Auditors, D.M.
0'Flynn and J. McBride, Trustees, J. Kennedy, M. Ryan end Wm.J. Fegan.
Committee: Miss Burke, Mrs. Williams, Miss O'Connell, and Miss Cunninghem.’
Stewards: Messrs. Fitzgerald and 0'Hanlon. .
Committee: Messrs. Conway, Wm.P. Murphy.
Dhiscussion took place in comnection with the Governor's reported action in re-
fusing to sit with the Hon.J.A. Fihelly on the Executive Council.”
On 22nd November, 1916, it was decided that the proceeds of the euchre tourna-

ment be forwarded to Frank McDonnell for remittsance to Dublin - that is apparently

quite innocent, in connection with the Distress Fund. -
On 29th. October there was a meeting but nothing of special importance was re-
corded. On lst November the Committee agreed that 2000 copies of the rules of the
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Association be obtained. On 8th. November there was a meeting of the Association:-

"Mr. Kennedy in the chair. Correspondence included a letter that the secre-
tary had received from Dublin refuting the lies circulated by the “Irish Timesd
Mr. Maroney referred to Irish activity in America and the need for Australian
Trishmen to carefully watch the trend of events.”

On 20th December, 1916, the President awnounced his immediate departure for-_i

the Northern Territory and the Association placed on record its regret at the de-
parture of the President and it was resolved to present him with a token of esteem.

On February 2lst, 1917, Messrs. Cunningnam and Cashin were olechted members

of the Committee. I propose to refer to o letier received from Cashin, which was
found on Fitzgersld's premises. It was not to or from Fitzgerald put Cashin ap-
parently lived on the premises and was a memoer of the Association.

On the 28th Fepruary it was moved tnat the invitation ot vhe St.Patrick's

Day Celevration Comuivtee ue accepted, PUL §he secrevary reminusu Meuwers tuat tne
tomst 1ist of the function would probably include & toast objectionable to Irish-
" men, and the above motion was then withdrawn. ‘

Then on 23th March, 1917 - meeting:- .
"Mr, Fegan announced his resignation as Hon. Secretary and. it was resolved to-

send out circulars and call a special meeting for the election of a secretary. |
April 1lth, 1917: Special meeting of Associatione Art Union for Dublin Relief
Fund was brought to a closa.
Mr. Fitzgeeald was elected secretary. Ur. Williams was elected President. Mr.
McGormack was elected Asst. Secrotary. Resolution carried requesting the
Réssian Consul at Sydney to forward Provisional Government at Petrograd a re-
quest that they will use influence with British Govt. to procure release of --
"that noble and brave women, the Countess Markievicz.' |
April 25th, 1917: Meeting. Resolution carried that a letter of congratulation
be sent Dr. Mannix on behalf of the Association. _ |
May 9th, 1917: Meeting. Following resolution proposed by Mr. Fegan, seconded
by Mr. Corry,.was carried unanimously:- '
" That the members of this Association call upon the President and Govern- |
ment of the United States of America, His Holiness the Pope, and the
governments of all the neutral nations to insist upon Ireland's right as
en independent nation being considered and decided at any Peace Conference
between the belligerent nations in conformity with the declaration of the |

Allies to uphold the rights of small nai ons, and in recognition of the L

fact that Irishmen have in every generation made armed protest against

England's continued forcible armed occupation of Irelend.” .

June 13th, 1917: Meeting. Proposed by Fegang . seconded by McCormack ehd carried
unanimously by over 200 members present that the following cable be sent:
fLord Mayor, Dublin: ) ¢ .
Irish National Association of Queensland repudiste Redmond support o

Plunkett and independence. Fitzgerald,'Secretary.‘ .
June 20th, 1917: Meeting. Father O'Leary addressed those present and proposed
to unreservedly withdraw the cable of previous week. An attempt was made to -
postpone the motion to a more representutive meeting, but this was defeated
by 26 votes to 14, ond in a further discussion it was agreed that a message
of sympathy be sent to Mrs. Redmond instead of withdrawing the cable..

June 2lst, 1917. Committee mestings Resolution carried that cable passed

at previous meeting (20.6417) ba not sent and that Father 0'Leary be agked to
attend meeting on 27th. June. ' :
June 27th, 1917: Meeting. Resolubion carried that action of Executive in
not sending the cable is approved. Resolution carried asking Father 0'Leary
to reconsider resignation.

June 18th, 1917. First Annual Meeting of the Association. Resolution car—:
ried unanimously 'That this Association heartily congratulates Commandant

de Valera of the Irish Republican Army on his wictory in East Clare for Ire~
1snd's independence and consequent vindication of the heroes of Easter Week,
end that we congratulate the people of Clare for proving that theirs is still
the 'Banner County.'' ‘

The officers were elected for the year and amongst them were Wed. Fegan

as one of the Vice-presidents, and Thos. Fitzgersld, Secretary.

On October 17th, at a Committee meeting, W.J. Fegan was selected to repre-
sent the Associsation at a Monster Meeting in Welbourne on the 5th. November,
1917. ' ‘

There was also in the Minute Book a loose minute which reads as follows,
end which is apparently in Fitzgerald's handwriting:-

"The time has arrived for a representative from this Association to proceed

to Sydney to interview our comrades there re closer amplgemation and the

future prospects of the I.N.A., with the idea of giving Ireland all the
help possible in this critical period of her history, as you know that thisl
is the main object that the I.N.A. was formed for.' . '

(Then there 1sa |
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Then ther8 is a reférence also to get details re a newspaper at the Sydney
branch which was going to issue shortly, &s regards advertising, distribution,
subseriptions end comtributors, also the forming of branches throughout Australia,
if possible a branch in every district, Brisbane to be the headquarters for the
whole of Queensland. "Arrange re ccmbined movement with Sydney and Melbourne to
release our comrade Bill Fegen and if possible secure the services of Dr. Tuomey
and one or two others for the purposs of coming to Brisbane 1o a big meeting.

Also to get en insight of the working of Sydney brench, which may benefit us here."

There were slso found further rough minutes in the same book:-
mpurther to our interview of Tuesday last. Shall be pleased if you will meke
a1l effort to secure us somes members for our Associaiion, and shortly one or
more of us will go to Warwick to formally open a branch of the I.N.A. if the
people thers so desire. The annual subscription is 5/~ for Gents. and 3/~ for
Ladies. I need hardly inform you that we want no weask-kneed Irishmen., Irish-
men in our organisation must have the welfare of Irelend at heart and stand
for shsblute independence. On receipt of subscription and your recommendation
will at once forward mewbership card." -

Then on the beck of this, in manuscript, is - "Advised today, 27th.Decem
ber, 1917" and then there a number of names - ten nsmes of men and eight names of
women. There is also a memorandum dealing apparently with some entertainments
and mesns of raising money, "We want singers, musicians; we want a number of
girls to start and meke Sinn Fein badges. right away." Of course, under the War
Precautions Regulations these Sinn Fein colours are illegal kngd badges are il-
legal badges and not allowed to be used.

HIS HONOR: What is the date of that memorandum? Is it dated?
MR. RALSTON: No, I do not think so. I will look into that further.

There was also found at Fitzgerald's a letter addressed to "Deat Tom" and
si%ned "Car," and enclosing an autograph of de Valera:=~

The Lord Mayor has not received cablegram. Commendant de Valera did not re-
ceive congratulatory message, neither did the Irish Press. Both the cable-
grams and the resolution were evidently held up and destroyed by the Censor.
Dear Tom, I got @ great deal more done for you than I anticipated, thanks to
K's kindly thought, so I enclose de Valera's gutograph. I am also sending
"Nationality" this week., Will you let me know by return if you receive this,
as it will be satisfactyy to know that it got through. Hope you are quite
well, Believe me, Sincerely, Gar. ‘

By the way, I believe there is a clergyman over here at the present time
and he knows you very well. By.accident I have heard o8 him but do not know
his name. C. . .

18.10.17."

I propose also to read a letter which begins "Dear Eugene" and is signed "Tom."

1t was found &t the place where Fitzgerald carried on his business and resided.

It is addressed C/o Mr. Fitzgerald, Bookseller. By the way, at the top, in the
oft-hand corner, is written "Be careful to throw this letter in the fire when
inighed."

"C/- Mr, Fitzgerald, 25th Oct., 1916.

Booksgeller, ' :
Melbourne St., Brisbane.
I know very well that you will forgive me for not writing to you

long ago but as nearly overything else is upside down I am feeling a bit

thet way myself and so I put off writing to you from day to day aond from -

week to week.
By Jowe, Eugene, but aren't things turning a bit upside downe. Really

this conscription business has put everything else out of gear and I am a

bit afraidsbout the final result yst. This reporting to the military for

examination prior to being passed into camp for home service has proved a-v

regular farce so far as Brisbane is concerned. There are thousands, and

meny of them are Irish, who have not reported themselves, and I am sure you
will not be surprised to hear, knowing how much I love poor old England,
that I am oune of those disloyal fellows who have not reported. I have not
reported and so far they have not interfered with me. If they wait until

Doomsday they would not get some of those Sinn Fein Irishmen to report.

They would be dammed glad now to get the mere Irish and Popish fanatics to

fight for them but even if we were forced we will not try to do much good

for these holy religious English who are now so fond about howling and cry-
ing about Catholic churches being blown by Germans in Belgium and France.

No, they would not do anything 1ike what those German Huns did, put we have

onily to look back to the Boer War and we will see how these same English

who are now bawiing ebout justice and small netionalities, respect for
women and children, ected towards the Boers in South Afri ca."
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Then there is reference to neames. i
"Tf Austrelia passes conscrip%ion, they will get a taste of what Irelend hag
cuffered for centuries past.. So far as I am cuncerned they Will“wait{af
long time before I will shoot a single German or do anything else that w
help the British Empire in this wat.” ’

There is a deal more. It finishes:-

"England's defeat is Ireland's freedom and I will do 2ll in my power to ses my

country enjoy the freedom for which so many gave up their lives."

There is more of the letter but I have read the more material part. Then there
has Blso coms into our possession another letter =

HIS HONOR: Of course, under my powers under the Order, I can direct that cer-
tain things shall be kept private. I assume unless you say anything to the con-
trary the Commonwealth has no objection to anything you are referring to being
published? '

MR, RALSTON: I would not like to go as far as thet. Some of these metters, I
think, had better not be published - some of these seditious statements that are
necessary to put before Your Honor and which it seems necessary toc me to open 8o

that my friends may understand the case.

HIS HONOR: I think it is quite proper that Mr. Mack should have these things
before him, but the question is what should be allowed to be published, and that
is a question that must arise. :

_ MR. RALSTON: There is a great deal in that last letter which I read which I
think ought not to be published. . _ )

HIS HONOR: You see, I am not runuing the censorship. I could direct that all
the press reports should be gubmitted to the censorship, so that the general
policy of the’ censorship may be observed. I am not running the censorship and
T do not know the policy of the Cemsor, naturally - it has nothing to do with me.

MR. RALSTON: May I ask Your Honor to meke an order that a1l reports before
publication be submitted to the gensorship? .

HIS HONOR: Reports no doubi have already appeared to a certain extent. Pro-
bably not much of your opening because they have not had much opportunity to get
to the press with imch. *

MR. RALSTON: I think in ell probability most of the metter, if not all, has
been submitted to the censorship, but they would like the benefit of an order
from Your Honor.

HIS HONOR: I suppose Mr. Mack has no objection to that?

MR, MACK: No, Your Honor.

HTIS HONOR: I shell direct that all press matter shall be submitted to the
Cemnsor before publication. -

MR. MACK: Of course, thet does not affect in any way our rights.

HIS HONOR: Oh no, Mr. Mack. ' '
aﬁxﬁhuxﬁaksﬂeﬂkaxxﬁﬁnﬁﬁSﬁiﬁgxﬁﬁﬁEWE&&6ﬂ§§§§¥5§¥ﬁ$ﬁ§§§§i3858§§$ﬁ§3§¥§§§&l§x§§§§i-

MR. RALSTON: I =m opening somewhet fully in consequence of my friend's appli-
cetion - somewhat more fully that 1 would otherwise have done.

HIS HONOR: This Order is made at & quarter to three, that all press matter is
to be referred to the Censor before publication.

MR. RALSTON: There came into the hands of the Defence Department & communice-
tion addressed in the ususl way, in an envelope, from Mrs. M. McDermott, Kinkora,
st. Helenms, Mackay, to the Irish Nationel Association, Moore's Chambers, Bris=
pend. Tt is a pledge, enclosed in an envelope:~

"I, N,A. Pledge. I, the undersigned, do hereby declare that I am eligible, by

Irish birth, or descent, for membership in the Irish National Association of

Queensland. I pledge myself to advance its interests and objects, and I here~

by undertake to obey and hereby subscribe to the rules and objects of the

Association, to assist Ireland to achieve her national destiny end to foster

the Trish spirit amongst the Irish and Irish-Australian portion of the com-

minity.

I proclaim Ireland to be a separate nation end assert Ire-
lendts right to freedom from a1l foreign control, denying the authority of
any foreign parliament to meke laws for Ireland. .
Neme: Margeret McDermott,
Address: Kinkora, St. Helens, Mackay.
If born in Ireland, state town and county: Orsmmore South, Galway." E
I put that in to show what people who join the Associabion sign and return. Ve
heve not come into possession of any similar document when searching the Associa-

tion rooms. _
T think I have now presented all the most meterial & idence that we are in &

1ace before you. There may be other metters but they are either
jnes as what I have already desalt with, other correspondence and
)

position to p
on the same 1

{documents.
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aga;nst each oné

~ MR. MACK: I cannoﬁ complaln; On that, there dre some appllcatlons I would
1ike to make now. : .

i

(NOTE: The rest of the proceedings during this first day of .
the Inquiry consisted of legal argument on various issuss, . '
Begsy the warrants for the arrests, the order unaer which the ‘
warrants were issued, access 1o the prisoners by their legal .
representatives, the matter of adjournment etc.).

TS




RELEVANT DOCUMENTS

taken from the

-_,—\-
Official Buresu File $.2250

which contain correspondence

between the Bureau

and

br, A.T. Dryer,

T
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$.2250.

" Dr. Albert Thomas: Dryer . — .
‘Polding St., - RASL (P.J. Brennan)

12 sémnaini 1956L

A chara,

1 am desiredihy the Director to thank you very
much for your letter of 2nd instant, enclosing a - -

%ecopy of the indictment by the Crown Prosecutor at the

Commission of Inguiry into the internments', and to
state that this document, together with your coverdng
letter, has been assoclated in -the Archives with the

" file of documents: entitled : -

The Independence o ¢ Ireland
gource Eageﬂgl |

~for the . .
iz of the MoV
o . Aust @
which was received on 18th witimo from Mr; Skentelherry
through the Department of External Affairs.

! In this connection I am enclosing & copy of a
letter of &cknowledgement sent to you by the Dirsctor
on 24th ultimo. - )

The Director desires me to agein express his -

sincere appreciation of the manner in which you have
co-operated with the Bureau in its work.'

‘Mise, le meas@'

_Abmat.

Bossley Park,
New: South Wales,
AUSTRALIA. ‘




5.2250. ’
26 Deire Fomhair, 1956.,

Registrar, -
Departument of External Affairs:, -
~ Iveagh Houss,
- Dublin.

P ' : : |

I am desired by the Director: |
to send you herewith one letter for
dispateh by way of the Diplomatic Bag,
to Michael L. Skentelberry, Esq., '
Charge d*Affaires, Embassy of Ireland,
Mslbourne Buildings, Canberra,
Australia, ’
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Q\’gs:_s

A Chara,

1 am desired by the Director to acknowledge
receipt of material on the Irish Independence ]
Movement in Ausitralia prepared by Dr. Albert -
Dryer; which you have so kindly forwarded to the
Bureau by surface bag on 6th ultimo.

I am enclosing for your information &
copy of & letter which the Director has addressed
to Dr. Dryer. :

The Director desireskme to express his
gincere appreciation of the assistance which you
have given to Dr. Dryer and to the Bureau in this
matter, <

A
/

. Mise, le meas,

RUNAT.

(P.J. Brennan}

Michael L. Skentelberry, Esq.,
Charge dtAffaires,

Embassy of Ireland,

Melbourne Buildings,

Canberra, .

AUSTRALIA.

. 26th Uctober, 1956.

2 '
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Bear Dr. Dryer,

1 received yesterday, through our Department of
External Affeirs, your fila of documents entitled: -

. ¥he Independence of ro

It 1s clear that yon bhave put an immense amount of
care and thought into its compilation, arrangement and
certification, and I am very glad indeed to have it for
inclusion in the Archives as: s valuable contribution to the

_ history of the time, in respect of an area which, as far as

the Bureau is concerned, hasshitherto been very 5parsely
doeunmented.

I am very grateful to you for the trouble which you
have teken in the matter, and ask you to accept my renewed
thanks., .

Yours sincerely, ’
DIRECTOR.

{il. EcDunphy)

Dr. Albert Thomas Dnyerm
Bossley Park,
Hew South Wadles.

2lith Octoder, 1956.




EMBASSY OF [RELAND 'AMBASA’.'D NA hE'IREANN

PoJo Brﬁnnan, ESQ.,

- Runei,

a Burean of Military History 1913-21,
26 Westlend Row,

IUBLIN IRELAND

CANBERRA CANBERRA
/48 6th September, 1956.
@
s\
i 18FoR 1956} 5 )
3 {32 \ t‘g}/
\\\¢}v}.: ) -
o Lo 8"‘*{;79 ﬂ’meb&
| -
A Chars,
\ . : _
- With reference to your letter of the 5th June
-regerding material on the Irish independence movement in
: Australia I wish to state that I have now diSpatched this
| by surface bag, _
Mis, le mess,
41\ O
L}
=Y

I S
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Bl T ww ’E %
%)

/"""""POLD!N@ S REET

( . jc;ﬁswgs& Kyales,

: 5

O N r’% ﬁi;;/sbr 195.6.
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The Director, - h @aﬂ:ﬁ@ Fﬁwﬁb‘

Buro Staire Mileata 1913-21 ;==

26 Raedh na nIartharach,

BATLE ATHA CLIATH.
A Ghara,

The source material for the history of
the Irish independence movement in Australia, which
I was honoured by being asked to compile, is now,-

I am very happy to say, on its way to the Buro., It~
is being taken down tomorrow by Mr, Daniel Minogue,
M.P., to the Imbassy at Canberra and Mr. Skentelbery,
Gharge d'Affaires, has very kindly offered to for-
ward 1t to you in his diplomatic bag. i

The long delay I most sincerely regro‘t
and I hope your arrangements have not been incon-.
venienced thereby. The task has proved an unex-
pectedly long one., As one proceeds in such an under-
teking the vista appears constantly to widen.

I am only to0 well aware of the short-
camings of the result, but I do sincerely hope
that it can provide some knowledge of, at least,
some of the basic facts regarding the independence
movement in this country. The scope of my work wes
to a considerable extent restricted by the fact
that I had to confine my field of operations to
Sydney. This is not to say, of course, that there !
was not a toleradbly large amount of informationm,
®«g., press cuittings, facls of personal knowledge, l
available regarding at least two other Shates,
Victoria and Queensland, which made it possible to |
set out the salient facts of the movement in.those |

|
i
|

States, as well as in New South Wales, In the
other States, South Australie, Westorn Australis
and Tasmanis, I have no doubt whatever that the
pettern of public reaction to the Rising and its

outcome.
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TEL. WETHERILL PARK, L 474

DR. ALBERT T. DRYER
POLDING STREET.

BOSSLEY PARK

) 20 Bl M VT ... 19560

outcome would follow upon the same general lines .
as in the three Bastern Ststes, though upon a more
limited scale, since these three States, South
Austgalia, Western Australia and Tasmania, have a
combined population of only 20% of that of Aus-
tralia. . ‘ .
In preparing this material I have enw- -
deavoured to be as unbizgsed as I could, I do
.not know whether I am submitting either too-little
ot too much, but I am confident that perusal of-
the document will enable historians to acquire a-
fairly accurate view of the state of affaire here,

- If you desire further elucidation of any
aspect of the story, please regard me ms a willing
co~operator. It is lamentmbly true that practisal
ly all of the prime movera during that heroic era
are no longer with us,

In my desire to get this material into
your hande es early e&s possible at this late.stege
I have not paused to copy the indictment of the
Crown Prosecutor before the Commission of Inquiry
into the internments. This gives much more de-
tell regerding the episode than is to be found in
Judge Harvey's report. It runs to about twenty-
five pages of foolscap, single-space typewriting.
If you regard it as relevant, I shall be happy to
send a copy with all haste.

I truly fesl my own inadequacy to dea1~
with such a vital and important matter as this,
But again I express the hope that some use may be
found for the report I am submitting and again I
say that I feel honoured in being asked ‘to make
the attempt.

: Sincere}/.y’ yours,

f




0

10 161, 1956.

Dear Dr, Dryer,

Thaﬁk you veny'mueh for your letter

"of Lth instant.

- I am very pleased to,héar‘th&t you have ‘
made: such progress with the recording of your,J
experiences and that T may shortly expect to
receive your completed story.

. ‘With renewed thanks.

Yours sincerely,

DIRECTOR.

“{H. McDunphy)

Dr. Albert T. Dryer,
Bossley Park,

Bew South Wales,
AUSTRALTA, '

[EOR—— s .
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DR. ALBERT T. DRYER

TEL. WETHERILL FARK. L 474

F’OL.DING STREET

ﬁ SSL'EYJ Pﬁﬂﬁales ,

&)

The Director,
Buro Siaire Mileata, B
26 Raedh na nIartharach,{ &'
BAILE RrHA CLIATH. £ N

A Chara, o o =
Adverting to your lettor (3.2250) of
the 16th. April last and previous coerSpondence,
I now write to say that I expect to have my state-
ment on the Irish Independence Movement in Aus-.-
tralia completed within the next two or three
weeks. I have been engaged on the research during
all avallanle time for the past few months.

‘Mp, M,L. Skentelbery of the Embaas;

of which he is Charge d'Affaires, has kindly

undertaken to send you the report in .his diplo-, ‘
matic bag. This is considered a safer procedure.
I shall write further when it is completed.

Yise, le meas,
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. Reglstrar, f% '
Department| of| External Affairs,
Iveagh Houg a. .
| - B
T am desired by the Director
to send you herewith, as arranged,
one letter -for dispateh by way of
the Diplo‘“ ic Bag, to Michael L.
Skentelbe y Charge dv¥Affaires,
Embassy o ﬁ land, Melbourpe
Buildinga,[ & bepr&; ggqtralia.
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. 8.2250. i !
N 5 Heitheamh, 1955. .
“ [
B .F ?".\1 ':t
A ¢hara, ;
: § I am desired by the virector to thank J
you for your letter of 23rd ultimo, enclosing -
a ]copy of a letter dated 19th ultimo, which |
you have recelved from Dr. Albert T.- Dryer-
and ko state that he will be looking forward to >
receiving Dr. Dryer's statenent, through you, 3
when it is completed. ;
F .’ s ' *
/:/ 4> The Director desires me to express his |
appreciation of the assistance which you are :
jgiving to the Bureau in this matter.
. . ’ !
y ‘;I J; - < ’ l l
i | gt |
. foa | Mise, la,g/as.
" & ;‘,’! ;' {’/ i
A Lof . : : > Rﬁﬂﬂio L
; J]‘Icl :l f (P &J. Bl‘ﬂnn&n)' ;i
f "! (r :
A
/ / gﬂichael L. Skentelberry, ,
T ICharge 4'Affaires, -
[y mEmhassy of Ireland,
.@// ‘\Helbourne Buildings.
it ; Canberra;,
Ry / hUQTRALIA-
N N
,./‘J",/ /
f'j‘.:{ ’,'[” V .'!'{
7 ;
i
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EMBASSY OF IRELAND
CANBERRA

48,

A Charsa,

[ ’
AMBASAID NA hEIREANN
CANBERRA

23rd May, 1956.

LT

Further to my letter of the 7th February,
regarding correspondence with Dr. A« T. Dryer (your reference
‘No. 8 2250), I enclose a copy of a letter I have received
from Dr. Dryer to which I heve replied stating that I
gshould be very happy %to transmit his report to you.

P. J. Brennan, Esq.,

Runai,

Bureau of Militery History 1913.2
28, Westland Row,
DUBLIN, IRELAND.

Mige, le meas,

4, S A=t/

Ence

Charge d'Affaires a.i.




By

COFY.

Dr. Albert T. Dryer. Polding Street,
- Bosslsy Park,
Via Felrfield, N.S.N.

19th May, 1956,

MsLo Skentelbery Esq., o
Charge d'Affaires,

The Embassy of Irelend,

CANBERRA,

4

Dear Mr. Skentelbery,

 p/ss.

Before leaving for the country nearly three weeks
ago, I had completed a tolerably large part of the report on the
Irish independence movemente As I am aware that the Bureau
must soon be closed, a very earnest effort is being made to
finalise its The job is a broader one than I at first expeocted
it to be, and will require a good deal of time to complets it.

When reedy, would you prefer that I should send it -
to the Bureau through you ? If so, I could either post it to
you or agk Mr. Minogue to deliver it to you. I thought,
firstly, that you may be interezted in seeing it, and, secondly
it may be a safer way to send it.

If I had Dre. Kiernan's address in Bonn, I would like
to send hinm a copy.

With kKindest regards,

Sincerely yours,

(signed) A. T. Dryers
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s.2250 - 16 April 1956 _'

A Charag
I am 4§ esired by the Director to

- thank you very much for your letter

‘of 8th inatant and to state that he
will be looking forward to receiving

v 1‘Ggm‘ story of the Irish Independence

vement in Australia together with
the report by Judge Harvey. ‘

With r eneved thanks,

Mige; le meas,
! o

ROnA L
(P«Tn Brennan) '

Dr, Albert Thomas Dryer,
Polding Street, . i
Bossley Park,

New South Waies-,
Australia.




' BATLF. L'-A!I‘HA&CLIKI‘H.

DR. ALBERT T, DRYER

egssr_g"E;" : An”:k‘
ﬂNew@Soutﬁ“Wales s

A Ghara-"
Thank you for your letter of the
21st. January (5.2250) and enclosuies. - ;
-
I assure you.that the ma:bter of re-
oording the story of the Independence movement in

-Auetre.l:l.e. (i.neofe.r as I am able to make a con=

tion) has never been absent from my mind.

y of personal e:cpla.netion, perhepe I should
:l:on that since my enferced retirement fiom:
Atice tlires: year: a.go, on account. of 111~ -
salth (elthough-T..am:now, thank-God, quite re=
sd), I have.been greatly preoccupled with
matters and have been-absent from Sydney-
reat deals :Bub for the past three weeks or
‘80 ‘I have- been exploring all :sources. of me.ter:.el
in order to fi.naliae this tasck, and I ehe.ll not
now desist until 11'. is completed. .

The report- byeJudge He.rvey to. whio.h
you refer is in-my possession and enquiries fran

Government - Departments -make it - evident that this

ig.almost certainly the ,rily dopy extanmt. A -
copy. of the document - will be included with the
rest of the material which I feel honoured to be
asked to send.
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EMBASSY OF IRELAND
CANBERRA

O

D/48 | - 7th Februery, 1956.

A Chara,

In reply to your letter (No. 8.2250) of the

21st January regarding correspondence with Dr. Dryer, I wish.. .

to state that I wrote to him on recelpt of your letter and
he has now replied to the effect that he is in direct
‘correspondence with you, . .

. . Mise, le meas,

V.1 A
Charge q'Affalres 8.1,

~ PoJ. Bremnan, Esq.,
Bunal,
Burean of Military History 1913-21,
26 Westland Row, : -
DUBLIN .. IRELAND.
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DR. ALBERT T. DRYER

POLDING STREET,
BOSSLEY PARK
New South Wales,

C ...2nd. February, . 195 6.

An Runai,
Buro Staire Milsata 1913-1921,
26 Reedh na nlertharach, .. :
Baile Athas Cliath, -
IRELAND, pe

A Chara,

‘Although it wouli=appeer~that I have - -
culpably neglected the matter of recording the .
story of the Independence Movement in Australis,
the truth is that the circumstances in which I
heve found myself have precluded all possibili-
ty of dealing with the subject as adequetely as

- its importance warrants.

‘ The matter has now become an urgent one
end within a couple of months I fully anticipate
a better opportunity for making an effort to '
finalise it.

I am most consclous of the importance |

"of this record and I shall do my utmost to ob» |

tain as much informatiop as possible, I feel
honoured to have been asked to do so.

Mige, le meas,
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S.2250 ©  ° 21 Janwary 1956

by b

I v
‘.
]

Reglstrar, Do
Da‘partmen‘ﬁ of External Affairs,
Iveagh House, .y

.

I am desired by the Direetor
to send you herewith; as arranged,
one letter for dispatech by way of

- - the Diplomatic Bag, to Michsel L. ‘
Skentelbery, Charge d'Affaires :[ng
8y

Irish Embassy, Melbourne Build
Civic Centre,: Inberra, A«CaTeg

Australia.
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52250 - : 21 January 1956

A Chara,

1 enclnse a cnpy of a 1etter vhich I

~have sent today to Dr. Albert Thomas Dryery .

o Pold_ing Street-, Boss}.ey 'Far}s‘,, New South Wales.

I would be gratem 11‘ you could do
a:wthing rurther to'assist’ 1n the matter.

Fy

- Mise, le meas,

H"."\.\ ' j I
(P.J « Bremnan)

Michael L. Skentelberry, Cﬁ)‘-y /gm-e_a.«,
Charge d*Affaires, . - :
Irish Embassy.

.~ Civic Centre,

‘Melbourne Buiidings, o g

_Canberra, 5., T., Australla.
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21 Janwry 1956

A Chara,

' I am desired by the Director to refer to my letter of
ist December 195%; a copy of which is attached, and to state
that he hopes that you have by now found it possidle to
complete for the Bureau the story of your association with
the Movement, in Australis, for Irish Indopendence.

The work of the Bureau will shortly be e toa
c¢lose and it would bo regrettable if; vhen that stage is
reached that there should remain unrecorded any important
material which 1s part of one of the most vital periods
of our-history. For that.reason, the Director trusts ;
gincerely that your recolledtions of the ovents and
developments in Australla with vhich you were assoclated,
or which vere within your personal lknowledge, will have
been received in the Bureau, together with asny relevant
ggcumenga vhich may be in your possession.or at your

isposaly . g '

-3 am eneloging & copy of the text of a reeent
broadeast talk on the Bureau by the Minister for Defence
vhich may be of interest to ¥ou. o ' - :

Included in the list of documents received bg the.
Bureau on ¥th June 195%, through our Ambassador, Doctor a
Kierngn; was one entitled: “report by Judge Harney®. ' :
That document was not, in fact, received in the Bureau
and the Dirsctor wrote to Drs Kiernan asking him to
8ee if he could tracs it.

© Unfortunately Drs Kiernan has now left Australia,.
I wonder if there is. anything you can do in the matter,

If the originsl has been mislaid, perhaps you could
send me & COPYs.

Mise, le meas,

‘ RONA L
.. {Po. T4 Brennan) ‘

Dr: Albert Thomas Dryer,
Polding Street,
Bogsley Park

 New South Wales, \ ‘

.&ustral:!.a a
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. I am desired by the Director to thank e
you very much for your letter of 18th ultimoy . 77/} 7,
and to state that he 1s leoklng forward to | ;
receiving from you the full story of your [
association with the Movement in Australia for b
Irish Independence. v S P

With.regérd to the question of astime~limiﬁ

the Director desires me to s2y that within reason. fl,;‘ “

there 13 no pressing urgency, but he 1s aiming at:
completing the work of the Buresu in the next two

years and he is partlculariy anxlous that he shou?dﬁA

have your statement within that pericd for "~
inclusion in the Archives. o |
With renewed thanks. | ) | S
o './‘ ;Xi,
-Hise, 19_ jmeas, . 4;\.‘
v
, AR
WS rOnAL.: !
(P .J.- B'Bnnan) o ) 'L\\,_' .
| e

Dr, Albvert Thomzs Dryer,
Polding Street, :
Bossley Park,

New South ¥#ales.
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Polding Street,
Bossley Park,
New South Wales,
16th. November, Llyb&.
An Runal,
Buro Staire Mlleata 1913=-21,

26 Raedh na nlartharach,
Beile Atha Clisuh.

A Chara,

It is long since I received your letter {8.2250)
of the 6th. May last. May I explain that, during the last year or so,
I have been beset by problems which have demanded close and constant
attention. During the interval since the receipt of your lietter I
have been anxious and eager to comply with the request by which you
have honoured me, unamely,to set out a record of events in Australia

- relsted to the movement for the independence of Ireland.

I sincerely apologise for the delay in replying
to your létter. Insofar as I am able at present to foresee, it will
be two or three months before I can set about dealing with the matter
as its importance merits. I shall then search ell records available.
It is sad to say that very few of the people wno coulc materially
contribute to the story are now in. lire.

° The matter which at preseut concerns me very
much is the question as 1o whether there is a time-limit to the
périod duriung wuich maiter can be accepted vy Lhe Bureau.

I am exceedingly graterul for the Baronology
whicn you seut me through the hands of Dr, Kiernen. It is a most
striking document cowprising an extraordinary emount of detailed
history and a sine qua non for all concerned with t?e history of
the period. It will pe of very great value to me.

I peg to assure you, a chara, that I shall
devote myself to carrying out the assignment as early as possiole
and to the best of my apility.

Miso,ﬁigfmeas mor,

{A.T. Dryer}.




}';‘\ - 17 ’L
s - . M .
§.2250, e L
i Meitheamh, 195,
Registrap, | ‘

© Department of External Affairs,
=. dveagh House,
=’ DUBLIN.

: I am desired by the Director
. Yo send you herewith one letter for J
" dispatch by way of the Diplomatic Bag, ' |
.~ 7 to His Excellenocy, T.J. Kiernan, M.A., |
Ph,D,, Ambassador Extraordisary and = . |
- Plenipotentiary, Irish Embassy, |
Canberra, Australia, . '
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5. Sth June, 199L.

My dear Kiernan,

/18 Thanks very much for your letter of the 24th ultimo,
D ’ - . ’

« The supplementary statement by Dr. Albert T. Dryer,
dated 18th idem, is of considerable historic importance,
and I am having it placed in our archives.

The Press comments following the Rising of 1916 are
of particular interest and, if we could have others of a
later perlod showing the gradual modification or hardening,
as the case may be, of opinion in Australia, they would de
very acceptable indeed. : :

In the second last paragraph of his statement
Dr. Dryer refers to an enclosed copy of a report by Judge
Harvey. I can find no trace of that enclosure; it appears
to have been omitted through some oversight. If that
particular copy cannot be found, perhaps he could get
another one for me. ' It is an important document.

When that point has been resolved, I shall send an
acknowledgement direet to Dr. Dryer. .

I am very gratified at the interest shown by -His Grace
Archbishop Hannix in our work, and am extremely grateful to
him for his promise to prepare some notes. I realise that
it is an unkind burden to impose on him at his great age, but
a statement by him would be a priceless contribution to the
historic records of the periocd with which the Bureau is
concerned.

With renewed thanks,

Yours sincerely,

DIRECTOR
(M. ¥eDunphy) A

His Excellency T.Ja Kiel‘n&n, H.A.. Ph-oDo. .
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary,
Irish Embassy, ' _

Canberra, '
Australis,

CL kopy of-

Wloeedk e Mok EZév. A 77“1¢¢-;)< jﬁzQ?

2. 2168, Ak

Jossramted by coay of Aigplomets 6‘7;
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EMBASSY OF IRELAND
CANBERRA

[
AMBASAID NA hé‘fREA NN
CANBERRA

O

D /48 24th May, 1954.

Michael MeDunphy, Esq.,

P Secretary, :
- Office of the President,
L4 _Arus an Uachtarain,
A Phomnix Park,
. DUBLIN.  IRELAND.
My Dear McDunphy, - »
. To supplement the information given by Dr. A.T. Dryer’
(my letter to you. of the 20th of April, 1954), I enclose a statement
dated the 18th May, 1954, which he-has prepared for the archives.
I saw His Grace, Archbishop Mannix, again last week.
~He has the volumes of Chronology on his library desk and promised to
prepare some notes for the BPureau. He remarked that if you ha'd asked
him ten years ago, when he was only 80, his memory wes fresher. He
kept no notes of the 1980 or any other period.
[ Yours sincerely,
’;‘?
-
la o tpt o/ ) ;
C/é i/.. f\a/\ha?\paﬁ‘zv 2 a%m Z‘Zl,;
Jileeea /) Lo
& v . (/4& . 2/!
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6th May, 195h.-

A Chara,

I 'am desired by the Director to inform you that
he has received from the Irish Ambassador at Canberra,-
Dr. Thomas J,., Kiernan, the following items which-you so

‘kindly gave him for presentation to the Buresu, and

that they have been placed in the Archives:-

(a) typed copy of Australian Parliamzntary
Paper No. 103 of 1918 entitled "Ipish .
- Republican Brotherhood Internces =
Report on cases by B, Justice Harney"'

(b) ‘contemporary photograph, taken in
- . . °  internment, of the eight men mentioned
- 7 in the Report, 1nclnﬂing youraelr.

The Direet9r desires me to expreaa his sincere

'appreciation of your kindness in making these documents

available to the Bureau. - It is clear from them that.
you ‘werse: closely dssociated with the movement for the
restoration of the National Independerce of Ireland,
and the Director would be grateful if you could see

- your way to' set on record the full story of your

experiences in that regard and to present a copy to

the Bureau anﬁ, 1 ycu'could Anduce others to do -1ike=~
viee. ‘

- The story which you have to-tell can be tald in
any manner you choose, and can take the form of a.single

gtatement or any numbeér of statements, The essential

thing is that whatever you set down should dbe s record
of the facts as they are kEnown to you. It should de
told with as much detail as you can ‘remenber, including
dates, persons, places, otc., &8s incidents which appear
to be of minor importance msy, in ths visw of hlstorians
have a real significance. _

‘- Statemﬁnts, when received in the Bureau, are .
carefully covered and bound to ensure their preservation
and protection as historic documents, and for that
reason 1t would be apprecisted if you could arrdnge,
when dreawing up your statement, to'use one gide of the
paper only, and to leave a margin of sbout one inch on
the left, so that none of the - text may be cbscured in
the binding. ‘ s ,

At Dr. Kiernan 8 request Iham aending him, for
you, a copy of a Chronology prepared by the Bureau

-coveping the whole perio& into which the Bureau is

enguiring/

S N
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enquiring, . :Iniconsuliing this document 1t is
important, of course, to bear in mind its limitations
as sg.t out in paragraph 2 of its foreword vizi- .

!
L}

"The entries have been selected exclusively
. from published sources,- . It 1s realised,
of course, that some of this material is
. not wholly accurate or complete, as the
- conditions of thé time frequently operated
against accuracy in press reporting and
publication, while other published materlal,

' whether contémporary-or of later issue, 1s . .
not always reliable on the facts. " AN
. Mise, le meas; - . - oL
_ 5 N .— ’ Y L ' o - s :lx .
Rdnal,c
o~ ° ‘-_
Dr, Albert T. Dryer, ST Co
Polding Btreet, R
Bossley Park, - o o S -
Sydney, : . e o
.._8- . . . . ' ,/"‘.‘ Tl R
_ . :
\ i i
: - .
\_:
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' 6th May, 1954.
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My Dear K;e?nan. N

-

~~

Thanks very much for your letter of the 20th ultimo, D/LB8,
with its enclosures. '

1 am very gratified that His Graee, Archbishop Hannix,
intends to prepare some notes for our Archives, snd I hope that
he will make them as full and as comprehensive as pessible apd
that hs will send us, through you, any documents, or coples
‘thereof, which may be relevant. The part played by him in our
fight for national independence is &an inherent part of that phase
of the history of Ireland, and the story of his experlences in
that struggle, &8s related by bimself, will be of great value to
historiang of the future. ' e -

o The copy of the Australian Parliamentary Paper No. 103 of
1918 and the contdmporary photogragh, which were given to you by

- Dr. Albert T. Dryar, are very acceptsble, and I am having them

placed in our Archives, together with a copy of your letter by way

& of explanstion. The Secretary of the Bureau has written to him

///.snd 1 enclose a copy of his letter.

I am sending you under gseparate cover four ecpies of our
Chronology, to be used by you as you think best. In consulting
this document, it is important, of course, to bear in mind 1ts
limitations, as set out in paragraph 2 of the foreword, viz.:-

*The entries have been selected exclusively from
published sources. It 1s realisesd, of course, that some
of this material is not wholly accurate or coapleto, as
the conditions of the time frequently operated sgainst
accuracy in press reporting and publication, while other
published material, whether contemporary or of later issue,
is not always reliable on the facts.® ' :

i am very grateful to you for what you have done and are
dolng for the Bureau, and I hope that we will have the pleasure
and honour cof getting His Grace's story and any other historical
material which msy be available in Australia.

with reneved thanks,

Yours sincerely,

DIRECTOR
{¥. HeDunphy)

His Exeellency T.J. Kiernan, H.A., Ph.D.,
Ambagsador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary,
Irish Embassy,
Canberra,
Australia,

Sl eipiae sp s bl ot oo
/: 5 ‘ L
Lle B.2165 - Moat Bov. o, Manvix, Gncldidop,

s meblwwrnme.  Mbfdsa
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- ' EMBASSY OF IREIARD,
CANBERRA 4

D48, | 20th April 1954,

Michael MeDumphy, Esqga,
Secretary, .

Office of the President,
Arus an Uachtarain,
'Phoenix Park

DIBLIN. IREfAND..

My Dear MeDunphy,

- Archbishop Mamnix told me recently that he intended scon
to prepare sons notes for the archives of the Bureau of
Military History 1913«1921. I eannot very well press him
as he continues to perform his full duties as Archbishop
of Melbourne. HMeanvhlle, I bhad asked Dr. Dryer of Sydney
for some. information concerning the circumstances of the
internment. of himself and other Australians in 1918, and
he has’ given me the enclosed copy of Australian
Farliamentary Paper No. 103 of 1918 and a contemporary
photograph, taken in internment, of the eight men mentioned
in the Report. I have not been able to ¢btain a copy of
the original print of this Paper, You might .send an
acknovledgment o Dr. Albert T. Dryer, Polding Btreet,
Bossley Park, N.S«W. He is Secretary of the league for
an Undivided Ireland in Sydney.

Could you send me two more scte of the Chronclogy.
£ already have one in the Embassy's library and
Archbishop Mamnix bas-ones I would like to give one to
Rev. WiPe Hackett, 8.+, Director of the Central Catholic -
Library in Melbourne and another to Dr, Dryer, both of
vhon may be able to get further material.

With kind regards, .
Yours sincerely,

Sgde T,J. Kiarnan,
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 BUREAU DF MILITARY HISTOTY 1913:21

BURO, STAIRE MILEATA 1913-21 _ [+
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