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I was born at. Ardmanagh. Schun. 1n 3ovember, 1901. _

My parants wore farmers. 1 was educat.ad at sehull

.Hational Sehool until I reacned the age of 15. wnen I went
"to work on w parents' farm. ‘ )

1 Joinad the Irish VOlunt.ears 1n schull m t.he

- ‘sprin,g of 1918,  The streagth of the: unit. 1n the early

stages was about twenty-five, The first ofﬁcers of t.he

O/C - Je-’ho HCCGI‘W
1st Lt. - Jim Roycroft
- 2nd Lt._- Jim Hayea.

. .The compw area. embmced -the wnole o.t' tho pariab. anﬁ when

enortly aft.er its fomauon eonaoripuon %as to be enforced

. by the British t.here was 'a big mrlux of reomita. " The
~'strength grew %o about eighty. Thore ®as no change in:

of‘f:lcers. .

Tba only t.ype of training engaged in was close order

foot. dri.u. The matructors wera our own orficera

but we. wem viaited a couple of times each week by Se&n

'O'Driseoll. Ballydehob. He took charga of tra:lning
~ When he came’ to visit us. I th!.nk he was ‘on the run'
‘&t this tim and was more or less- engaged wholet.ime on |
' ‘organismg Volunteer units and Sinn Fﬁin élubs in the erea. -
‘ Parades wore usually neld twica weakl,y : ,a,t night + 1n t.hz '

fields in th.e area..
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During the conscription period all Volunteers took - -

‘s hand in orgenising the general pﬁbilc,§6‘resiéi

eonsctipb;on.f..The arms held by the company at this periocd '
consistod of soms twenty shotguns, k The majority of these

_guns'uére the-prbperty’of Volunﬁeers or their’pafents.n'

When the threat of consaription nad paased. the
majoriny of those who had jJoined. up to fight conscription

'gradunlly‘d:oppad out, The company strength fell to &bout

Beyonn normal training. thera was nothing unusual

: Tduring tha year<l9l9. The mambers of ‘the company , nowever.

took part in. the organisatian and collection’ or the First

Ry P81l Eireann Loan 1n the area. Aa far as. I can recollect.
_the ‘amount collacted for tha loan was z&ho..; ' )

. buring 1918 and. 1919 our company (Schull) ‘had: been o
an 1ndepenﬁenn unit of Cork Brigada. there wara. in .
additicn. a coupla of other units 1n the area
and early in 1920 Beﬁn Lehane mnvea 1nto the area and
organised Schull Battalion. Cork 11l Brigade.

Bhsn Seﬁn Lehane had completed the organisatian
of tha ares. there were companiea or the I.R.A. in Dough
(0/0 Charlie COtter). goleen (Rioky colltns). Dunmanus
(Hark Lucey). Leamcon (Hl. Donpvan). Glaun (ned Sullivan),

) Schull (Jerh. HcCarthy). Ballydehob (Sefn O'Driscoll)

..and 8S8kehanore (Tim Ryan). The unita wers now rormad in

| Bcnull Battalion.. The firat officers werez

' O/C - Be&n Lehane -
Vice 0/C.= Gibbs Ross
A%} te= 30&“ McCarthy
H - Jim Hnyes.



On Uay 31st 1920 some mon from Bantry Battalion,
in co-operation with Sefin lehane and a fev locals, raided
HMizen ﬁead Fog Station. They scized a large quantity of
gun-cotton, detonators and soms wireless equipcent. Soma
of the captured raterisl was dumped in a disused mine shaft
in Glaun Conpany area. I 414 not take part in this

operation.

1 should have mentioned that, with Wm. Cotter, John
Regan, Paddy VcCarthy and soms other members of Schull
- Company, I co-operated with the men of Goleen unit,
under “Ricky® Collins, in the destruction by fire of
Golean avacu;ted R.I.C. barracks at Baster, 920,

Some time about May, 1920, the Courthouse at Schull
vas destroyed by fire by the members. of the loeal company
under Jerry MeCarthy. ’

During June, 1920, all members of the I.R.A. were
active in connection with tha Local Government elections
in the area. Jerh. HeCarthy (0/C Schull Company) was
elected a member of Schull Rural District Council and Cork
County Council.

The next mnjor engagexant in the area took place
on October Lth 1920 vhen Schull R.I.c.fﬂarracks vas
captured by men from the battalion und&r Sefin Lehane, 0/C.
4dbout & week prior to this coparation I learned of the plan
to carry out the attack at a Battelion Council meeting.
On the night of October 3rd 1920 Sefa Lehans (Battn. 0/C),
Gibbs Ross (Vice O/C) and Sefin lcCarthy (Battn. Adjt.)
came to Schull. I met them and took them to my homs,
whers they remsined until the following night. The other
men being mobilisad for the attack arrived during the
evoning of October Lth, when the whole body moved off from
my home sbout 7.30 p.m. .



Vie moved across ecountry to Hesnvene Road and e
boreen leading to the barracks from the road. The building
stood on its oun ground in o field about ¢ mile from &chull.
It was surrounded by barbed wire entanglements through
which there uas only one norrov passege to the beck door.
The garrison consisted of a Sergeant, twolve R.I.C. and

a wireless operator.

In view of the situation of tne:building 1t ves
not considered possible to capture it by an open assault
from outside. It was decided to endeavour to enter ths
barrack by using the passuord in use by the garrison.
This passvord was discovered by the O/C Sechull (Jerh.
ﬁcCartny); it wves "Kilmallock®™. A storaing party of
twalve wes mwlaected io carr& ou£ the attack, The msmbers‘
of the storming party were: Sefin lshane (Batta. 0O/C),
Gibbs Ross (Battn. Vice (/C), Sefin 0'Driscoll (0/C BallyGehobd)
Jim Hayes (Battn. Q/H), Jerh. MecCarthy (0/C Sehull), Tim
Burphy, Paddy O'Neill, Denis Murphy, Charlie Cotter - witnesse-
Tom Hickey (0/C Skehanore), Jack MeCarthy (Durrus), Denis
thooley (Schull). Tith the exception of myself, all the
others were arwed with revolvers. I carried a 1l 1bs
sledge with which it was propesgsed that I should break in
the door should the officer ocn duty fail to open the door.
Reprasentatives from the other companiss in the battelion
were engaged on scouting and outpost duty.

It was close on 8 p.m. when we moved slowly across
the open space towards the barrack, e reached the passage
throush the barbsd wire and moved carefully to the door.
Sefin Lehsne knocked. 'A voicae inside egked: Tho goes
there*?  “Kilmallock"™ endwered Sefn. The door wes
1mmediately openod by Consteble Glesson, so there was no



taken completely'by surprise.

need for me to use my sledge. Vie all rushed the door.and

held up the Sergeant and the R.1.C. men in the day-room
vho were playing cards. Sergeant Lorgan and his men were
The garrison were nov

searched. A)ll arms and papers were taken from them and

they were removed to an outhouse on Dan Hurley‘'s farm
Four or five members of the garrison wers absent
These ware held up

nearby.
in the toun at the time of the raid.
by our party as they returned to the barracks and were

placed tunder guard with their colleagues in Dan Hurley‘s

outhouse. The barrack was now searched - ,thirteen rifles,

twonty-six revolvers of various types, a large supply of
rifle snd revolver ammunition, some Verey pistels, & numbar
of U11ls bombs vere seized, while the wireless transmitting

apparatus vss alsc smashed..

The booty captured in the barrack vas removed in a
motor cor ovned by Hr. Duggan, Harbour View Hotel, driven
by_aichard Dempsey, and in a car driven by Patsy Collins,
ﬁallydehob. It was taken to Kilerphnne area. The
attacking party wers assistod in the removal of the booty
and in the burning of the barracks 1Ater by members of

Schull Company.

{/hen the barracks had been dburncd I went to billiet

in Jack Nelll's house on the mountainside in Ardmanagh.

I took onc of the captured riflss with no. 1 should hava

mentioneq that wvhen the operation had been completed
and before withdrawing, We escorted the captured garrison

to Duggan’s Hotel where they billeted.



Early in lovember, 1920, e Battalion Training Camp
nas set up ot Dunmanus. Tom Barry (Bde. O/C Treining)
was in charge. After two days the camp was moved to
Dreslomane - where I jolnsd it - having gone there with
supplies from Schull. I wos ordered to remain at the camp
by Tom Barry and‘undorwent a coursc of training there
in the care and usa of arms. ‘hen the canp finished - in
about a week = I returned to Schull district.

Some short tims prior to Christmas, 1920 - it was
following the issue of the decree by Host Rev. Dr. Cohalan,
Bishop of Cork - there was a ¢hange in the officers of
Schull Company as Paddy 0'Neill (lst Lieut) and Denis
Yhooley (2nd Lisut) resigned. The officers of the company
now were: -

0/C - Jerh. McCarthy

lat Lt. « Tinm turphy
2nd Lt. - loll Hayes.

During the pariod frowm October to Christmas, 1920,
I was ongaged with the other members of the compsny on the
collection of the Arms Fund Levy ir sddition to carrying

on normal training.

In January, 1921, I took ovar the custody of &
suspacted spy named Robert lenehan who had been arrested
by some® memboars of Schull Company. | I removed him to an
cuthouse on & farm at Ardmanagh where he was detained for
some days. He was then interviewed by the Battalion 0/C
(Sefin Iehane) and other officers. He was romoved to tho
Workhouse, Schull, and to other parts of ths area whils
further investigations were being carried out by our
intelllgence staff. Eventually he vas taken out to the
Calf Islands by John and Dan Regan, Schull. Tho residonts



on the islands removed him lgter to Tranawads and then

to Hayes's, Coosheen, where he escaped. He reported %o

the arine 3tation at Schull and was taken vest to Rock Island

where he was picked up by & naval boat. About three neeks

later he returned to the area with a convoy of 19 lorries
of militery,who rounded up all civilians in the area
but falled to catch any mamber of the I.R.A.

The representatives from Schull Battalion, tho

had been serving with the Brigade Column, returned home

prior to Christmas, 1920. Their arrival created a more

military minded attitude amongst the members of the local

companies and general ectivity vwas intensifised throughout

the area in the spring of 1921. A brigsde order regarding

the cutting of enemy lines of communicetion and generally

izpeding enemy freedom of movement lad to increased

activity everywhere. Roads were blocked by fallen trees

or barricades of stones; trenches werse dug, bridges

demolished and telegraph wires vere cut. This work in

the spring of 1921 meant a continuous round of duty for
the members of all units. It was a regular occurrance
to find that & roadblock or a trench made to-night was
£11led in next day by forced labour sqQueds collected by
‘strong enemy forces, This meant the opening of nevw
trenches or the erection of fresh roadblocks 1in the ares

next night.

The 0/C Schull Company (Jerh. lcCarthy) was earrested
early in 1921 and I was appointed to replace him.

The officers now were:

0/C - Charlie Cotter (uitness)

lst Lt. - Tim kurphy
2nd Lt. -~ Neil Hayes,
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! About this timd columns vere fonced in each battalion
erea. The Schull Battalion Column was in charge of Sefin
L:emane (Battn. 0/C) and was composed of officers and men

. ropresenting all companies in the battalion. The strenagth

of the column was about 30/35. It was armed with about
tfwent.y ‘rifles snd 15/20 shotguns. Some members of this
éolumn vere: Charlie Cotter - witness (Schull), Sefin
(.‘;"Driscol.‘l. (Battn. Q/M Ballydehob), Ned Sullivan (Glaun},
Paﬁdy HoCarthy and Tom Hickey (Skehnnore). Tim Allsn
Ballydehob). Donis O'lanhoney, Tom LeCarthy (uchull),
qack 0'Driscoll (Leamcon) and Tom O'Driscoll (Dunmanus).

'
|

| ' The Bank Hanager, Provincial Bank Ltd., 8chull,

':': W :
and s membor of his staff were held up by armed and masked

zjnen on thelr way to Ballydehod on Holy Thursday, 1921,
:It' was, I think, about the end of Larch. They were
relieved of .'.:560. When news of the hold-up “broke",
%t.he public ware of the opinion that the holid-up had been

72

carried out by the I.R.A. Gafin Lehane (Battn. 0/C) undertook

an immediate investigation of the affair and within a day or
;t.wo I oas one of a number of selected men in the area to
;engage in a round-up of the raiders. Ve arrested four men,
who wero not mambers of the 1.R.A., and having deteined them
;m saparate places for a short time they eventually

Econrassed to having taken part in the organisation and
%carrylng out of the robbery. They vwere tried by a courtmartisl
!preaided over by the Battn. 0/C (Sefn Lehane). Three of
j'the ralders wors sentenced to deportation and the other,
'who took part In tho organisation of the raid but not in
:t.he raid 1itself, was fined £50. The money seized by the

raLders {£500) vas recovered and returnsd to the bank.
Ths names of the raiders were:

- fined 3500



During April emd tay, 1921, I vas moving round the
arca with the Battalion Column or engsged in the training
and other activities of Schull Company as occesion demanded,
“hile uith the column ve took up positions on pumercus
occasions but the expected enemy convoys did not put in en
appearance., Cur efforts to engege the eneny proved
abortive when we took up positions at Barry's 1iills on the
Bantry-Ballydehob road at dawn one morning at the end of
April or early liay, 1921. Although we remained in
position all day ths expected enemy convoy of two lorrics
414 not pass through. Similarly we took up positions
in the town of Ballydohob about the same time. Ve
remnined on this ocecasion throughout the night - having

‘gone into position as darkness set in - but morning came

" without any esppearancs by the eneny S0 wa withdrew to

-

billets in the surrounding country.

. A3 the men on the column moved round the district
they toock a hand in training the mambers of the companies
in the area in which they were billeted. In this way

;pructically every member of the I.R.A. in the area was fit

to take his position in the column at & moment's notice.

I thinik that it tias early in Juns, 1921, I took part
in the raid on the Fastnet Rock Lighthouse when we obtained
about 30 cwt. of guncotton, primers snd detonaeors.

It was intended to carry out the operation on a Saturday
night, but due to the condition of the sea in the vicinity

. of the Fastnet it was not considered advisable to attempt

the operation. Rovrever, on Sunday evening John O'Regan,
Wo, Daly, lichael Lurphy (Cunpoint), Tom Lurphy (Colla)
and I landed on Cape Clear about 2 p.m. Sefn Lehano,

Jim Hayes anmd Sefin O'Driscoll had heen there since the
previous night. From our position we could see & British
destroyar éircling ocur objective, but we decided to put to



sea - the Fastnet was three miles south west of Cape Clear

and sbout tuelve niles from the mainland, Ve ware to

‘protend that we viers fisheraep should the destroyer hail us.

. A boat - the lfiire CBit - the property of Tadhg

O'Regen - was commandeered for the purpose of the rsid.

-Into it stepped John C'Regen (skipper), Vim. Daly, Hichael

Hurphy, Tim Uurphy, Charlie Cotter - witneas - Sefin
O'Drisecoll, Sefin Lshana, Jim Hayes - all from the meinland.
e wore joined by Dan Leonard, Dan Daly and Dan O'Driscoll
from Cape: Clear. Cur skipper {Jn. O'Regan) now took the
Iifitre CA4t out of the north harbour and into the open sea.
The destroyer passed and 414 not hail us. It moved on

tovards Crookhaven and soon disappeared from view.

Towards midnight we approached the Fastnet and as we drew near

John O'Regan tied a rope round his waist and stepped on to
the bow of the Kfiire CAit. It wes bis job to jJump on

to the landing stage at the propor tims as our boat cams
nearer, rising and felling vith the swell. I was deputed
to hold the rope and to eansure that, in the event of his
fallure to land, John G'Regan would be hauled bock from the
sea by e, or, in ths aslternative, that wvhen he landed

I would help hix to pull the boat to the lsnding platform
g0 that the rempainier of the party coculd land.

Aa our bost rose on a geatle wﬁve, John C'Repgan
Jumped and landed safely on the platform, the ropsc trailing
behind him. He immediately began to pull on the rope
and we soon had the Ufilre C&it at the platform. Having
disembarked, the whole party, led by John O'Regan, dashed
through the lighthouse door, vwhich was open, up the
circular stairway to the light room, where we held up tho
lightkeeper on duty., Gefin Lehane informed him that we
had come for the guncotton. While this parley was going on,
the other kecpers (two) on the Rock were rounded up.



geventeen boxes of guncotton and three of detonators werd
lowercd on to tho Hfire Chit end in less than 50 minutes

we wore on our way to lLeamcon, near Schull Harbour, where

wé put our booty ashore. It wes dumped in the area for

sope days and vas later distributed throughout the brigade.

One of the last operations in the area prior to the

Truce was the burning of Schull Vorkhouse. . This operation

was carried out on or about June 2jth 1921 in response

to instructions recolived from Brigade H.G.. ‘It vas

anticipated that odditional enemy forces were to bo moved

Schull Workhouse had baen selected for

into the area.
Tho work of

billets, so its dastruction was ordercd.
destruction was allocated to the members of Schull and Glaun

Companiaé. ghile the Battalion Column, under Sefin Lehans,
ware to carry out a covering attack on the Larine Station.

Thbe joint forces were assembled at *The Gap” on

the Bantry-Schull roed about 10 p.n. 1 wﬁa in chearge

of the Schull Company detailed to destroy the .lorknouse

while Sefin Lehene wes in chargs of the column. Ue were

just about to move off to ocur selected positions when &
dispateh rider arrived from Drealomane Section, Ballydehob

Ha informed us thqt a strong force of British

compaony .
In vieu of

military were comped at Dreelomare School.
this cperation it was decided to ecall off the Job.

The men from my company (Schull) ond those<from,61aun
Company were sent home and I witkdrew with the column

te Dunmanus Piler where toats were aluays avallable to take

us acrogs the bay to tuintrevara. When we reached thore

atecat 4 a.m. we were informsd by the local men that the

British bad cut off the erea betuean Skibbereen, lUizen

Hood and the sen.

e remained across the bay in Dulintrevara
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while thae enomy forces vera searching the area that day.

“hen they had withdrswn we raturned to Schull area and

./ attacked the larine Station mhils the men of Schull and

Wor K

y Glaun Companias were destroyins the €owrthouse.

/

Shortly before the Truce there was a re-organisation

in Cork 111 Brigade area. The Vestern Battalions

(Bantry, Skibbereen, Schull and Castletownbers) were

formed into a aevw brigede - Cork V. In the re-allotment

of areas a new battalion was formed in Drimoleague area
and wves also included in the new Cork V Brigude. The

officers of the new brigade were:

0/C - Gibbs Ross
Vica O/C ~ Ted O'Sullivan
Adjt.- lichael Crowley -
Q/H# - Jaues Hayes.

The re-organisation led to soms changas in the ares

of Schull Battalion. Lisheen Company was transferred from

Skibbersen araea. The compenies in Schull Battalion now

Lisheen, Skehonore, Schulli, Ballydehob, Leamcon,
Sefén ishane

vere:
Punbeacon, Oolcen, Lisagriffin and Dunmapus,

vas nov transferred to Dunmanvey Battalion as O/C.
The officers of Schull Battalion were;

0/C « 38%in G'Driscoll

Vice 0/C - Tom Hickey
Ag}t.- Denis 0O'lahonsy
L'i - Edw. D'Bulli\'an.

Hy rank at the Truce - O/C Bchull Company, Schull
Dattalion, Cork 11ll. dtrength of the company - about

one hundred.

Bigneti:

Dateo:

“itness: BUREAU GF KILIUATY tI3TORY 1913-21
BURO STARE MILEATA 1913-21
(Investigator) -
NOo. W.S. /(8179




