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ﬂ E (NO. W.S. 1.5/
Du ' sTmaENT BY BOARD BRRUNAN, P.C.,

Cuddagh, Mountrath,  Laols,

I joined the ‘Castlat.ovm Company, I.R.A., eariy in 1920,
T was appéint.ed hdjut.ant,. " The. othor officarslwera -
Company Captain Thomse Pelaney, lat Lientenant William Butler and
uartermaster Fdward Tarrant. Tf!ee!.c.ly rmeatings were held, training
cat;ried out and romular activit:tes of a rmilitary naf.u;-e were also o
" carried out. he 6th Rattalion, Laols Brimade, was then forped.
S Tt was ‘comprised of the following Companies := °  TAY cmy -
Mountrath, "B" Company - Gast.let.oun , "cn CW - Canross,
"% Company ~-. Rorris in. %upry "E"' Company - Coolrain, "F" Company =
Killérure:;~ 't a meetirg held in Camross, uhieh was attended by an
of'fieer from each f‘omparf,y and was pres:lded HVer by lar. Brad,v, .
Ialors ™ills, who vas at .that time Brigade {rraniser, the following
CAe officers were aonointed t=  Sattalion 0/C - Fdward Hrennan (myaelf),
Rushall, Mountrath; nm.auon Vice o/c - Patrick “orrin, memtrat.h;
Batt_.alion Adjuvtant, - Jamga Nempsey, Main Street, ?Emmtrath;

Rattalion Cuartermaster - John P;elaney, ¥arymount, Camross. .

Battalion ‘meetings were held monthly; organisation and training
and all matters reported from Company areas dealt with.

-

n.A.N. and Nripade orders were strictlv attended to. Seizure
of arms, relds on mails and road blocks were _continu'oualy _em:led out, -

causing considerable troudble for the enemy.

~ In 1921, about April, s Battalion mreting was held in Marnell's
house, Scringhill, Borris-in-0Ossory.. . A dance was organised to cover
the ohjects of the meeting, on a Sunday night. The Brigede Adjutant,

Ltha laterr fhief Superintendent I-Tart!n Lynch, f‘.arda Siocham),

-



rresent; 8lso the Pattalion 0/C, Rattalion Quartermaster and I.R.A.
nen from Borris-in-ﬂsaory;. Carross and Coolrain areas.- At daybreak
all visitors laft uit.h the excaption of Martin Lynch, Brigade
Adjutant; Frank F:lfzpai‘rick, 0/C. local Company end Tenis 0'Riordan.
The latter two were cleaning up the_house when anddenly‘a raid was
‘made on the place by Mirck and Tans. Tynch, Fitepatriek, O Riordan
and ?-i:_iché.e'l Harnell owner of the 'house-, were arrested-and talken to
_the furrash. After some days Marnel). \-ma wleased, but the other

three mon wera 1ntemod untﬂ the peneral amesty.

. Turing the Fight, D&1) ¥ireann -Lt-_ssuga an order to all public
" bodtes, not. to recopnise the British Courts, as.the Simn Péin Courts
were then .ﬁmct.icming. . T wns givaﬂ one of those documenis to have
it broughi before a meeting of the Roscrea No?' 3, Rural District
nfounell, | Tt was known that I would be attending the meeting in my
offic;al capacity as Assistant County Surveyor for the area.
I imew the Clerk to the Council, ¥r. Thomas Dooley, Roscrea, was not
-partial to the I.R.A. I econsidersd the best way to brimy the '
_document befom the maetins was to hand it. to a member of the Gouncil
named John Nleere, a Railway Official at Ballybrophy. When I called
on Clesre he informed me -he could not attend the meeting,as his
dutisa pz_-evenff him, on that day. “lesere, I way mentlon, waé an
active memher of t}.m 1.R.A. I proceeded to the meeting place, the
- 014 Vorkhouse, Tonaghmore. “hen I got there T found the Clerk had

arrivod and ons other Council member,

I examined the sitvation and found the Clerk had his Form 22
and 'correalpondence on a t.aﬁle which he used during the progress 'of
the meeting. T kopt watch as the other Council members wore slow
to arrive. The Clerk and the Housing .-'"'.’ngin;aér left the room, and
T slipped the documemt into the correspondence to be dealt with at
the metine.

—
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" The Clerk was now about to proceed to other business vhen
the meeting was suddenly raided by Plack end Tems. The leader
vent to the flerk's desk to examine the correspondence.  When
he fomA the document referred to he pot very enraged and made
" several inoviries as to its origin.. The Clerk told him he fomnd
H in the cowrespm.dence but did not Imow where it came from. |
" The leadetg-‘of the Tans then pave an order to all present to stand
up and put up their hands, Ve were then marched to another moﬂ;x
m-':d_ closely séarohed. ~ Vher nothing incriminating was found the

Tens left, taking the document with them.

In the spring of 1921, I was cycling towards Rathdowney,
adjacent to Rallybrophy railway statiom, w*hén I mét Daniel Guidera,
Borris-in-Ossory. Ve were _talid.ng_ for a couple of minutes when,
suddenly, a Rlack and Tan lorry approached over the railway bridge.
T was about to move away ;hen another lorry cane aleng with a
" Nigtrict Inspactor-named Kooney in charge. Trmediately he saw us
he called a halt, ordered us to put up our hands and be searched
‘clasely. - Yher the searchers found nothing 1n our pockets, the
DMetrict Inspector, who all this time was moving around us with _al'
revolver in his hand, ordered our clothes t0.be taken off and
searched. Ve w@re nos at.and.ing paked on the road. Again they
found _nothing, but previous to this I had a document from G.H..Q.
ahout increased attacks on Black and Tans stc. This document wgs
t0 be read at Company wnetings by me as. .!?at.talidn 0/C, but it was
A‘rmfb io be given-to any other Company .or Bat£a11on officer; and it
wap to be returned to Headguarters when it had been read to each
Company in the Battalion. I had this document pinned inslde my

ghirt for soms tims whilst I was attending all Company meetings.

On the night previous to the above hold-up, I, dreamt.l was
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raided and the document found, with the usual terrible
consequences, Owine to my dream I hid the dogument before

starting that moming and =15} escaped punishment..

I recelved an order from the Nistrict Inspsctor of the R,I1.C.

to xeave.the'country in ane week or be shot at-sight.

Naniel fuiders.was under suspicion as a dispatch carrier for

tﬁe J.R.A, élthough he had no connection with tﬁe Hovement,

Provious to the Truce I had six Companies operating and all

men carried out their orders faithfully. .

After'a Battalion weeting in Goolraiﬁ in the end of 1920, the
house of thn_ﬂelaney, Vice O/C,'of Eattélion; was raided.
 Tlaney was a;restgd and also a man naﬁad-Howie from Tipperary
town who was also an I.R.A. wan, Welanay was courtmartialled and
imorisoned in wnqland until the Truce. " Howle was interned in
the Curragh, The followinp I R A. men were arrested and
'nterned := Seawmus Miller and Joseph Deegan, Mountrath; John
Carroll an Thomas Phelan, Killanvre; Edward Tarrant, Castletown;
Denia Riordan and Frank Fitznatrick, Borris-in-Oasory, James Kelly,

Borris-in—ﬂssory) John Carroll, Killanure, Fbuntrath.

'Cn the arrest of the Battalion Cuartermaster, John Delanay, .
ﬂallinra11y, was appo nted Miartermester and held the position

until the Truce,

Tarly in 1921 it was evident that‘"spiesﬁ were active in the
area; In Mountrath ane particular man was opsnly collaborating
with the enemy. ﬁ meatinp wag ﬁeld in Peafield attended by the

Bripade Vice G/C., Thomas Brady, Lar Brady, Adjutant* myaelf and

the Battalion Adjutant; also I R.A. men from Efllanure and Mbuntrath



with reports againat the spy. After consideration of'f;he
reports i*_sm:s ordered to have the épy exacuted, The order
was Auly .ca!'r‘!.eﬁ, out. (The name of the spy was Peter Keyes,
Rushin Road, Mdunt'xfat.h , but it is not for ';a}zblicat.icn).

T.0.A. men $n this area could alvays billet at the houso
of e, _‘-"ichael Tynan, Peafield, and were always wll looked
after by va, Tynan and her sister Mrs. .I'a'l.pr. ‘Hiounded i.R.A.
men fro- Mublin wore nurged‘here until £it to resume activities.
. Murine the I R.A. eﬁnpﬁ!.m the Tynans did ecverything poseible t.o.

help the Yovement.

Uarly in 1921 T had a vieit from the Nivisicnal 0/G,, and
ruarteroaster, Colonsl Neformack and Solonel-Commandant r.jccu;-t.aan'.
Thev informed me thet a Nivisional Training Camp was about to bo
started: for the 3rd Southern Nivision and they asked me to make
the necessary arrangementa. Tho Camp was to be situated on the
. qlisva Moom ’»?mmtain overlyina Carross., .

The ‘3rd Southern. NMivision was made up by FKorth Tipperary,
Laois and Offaly Bripades, . "

Orders vore received to proceed to rCamp in Jun'e ,. 192‘1‘.
I, in coopany with I.R.A. men, was pz:'oce.eding as ordered, On.
our route we got an order to re}:.ﬁm as the Camp was not to
oroceed at the time. Fhortly after this the Truce was called.

The. t.raininr was again put. in omratim s rot in the mountain
th:i.n timo, but in a disused house at Darrylehan cvmed by !'art:l.n

flarey.



6.

The North Tiprerary Flying Colurn had billets and food
ir this house whilst the Laocis-Offaly men had food with the people
in the district and slept 1n the houses also. Bedding was supplied

;o

by loeal people.

Tntensive training was carried out for two weeks. -Addressing
the troops hefore dismersal, the Nivisional 0/C. expressed his
anpreciation oflthe‘excellent manneé in which the men trained, and
their verv good conduct‘on and off duty. He also thanked the
local uneople for their great reception of the mén attending the

tra‘ning camm.

Sipned:

Date:

Vitness:
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