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D\d?\f STATRMFNT HY MICHAEL MURRAY,

4,57, Collina Avenue, Swords FRoad,

. " Uhitehall, Dublin., '

I we bom and reared at Ballynacarrigy, County Westwnath, and
received my e(:!ucatim at the lecal schaol there, ‘Timothy O'Rogan, our
achool master, vas very keen on Irich History and laid special Wb
on this subject 5o we, the boye of that tims, were ziven a thorough
zrmmdmrk onj vhich to dovelop owr vatriotic sense. |

Tn the winter of 1917 s Company of the Irish Volunteers was ﬁtarted
in Ballynacarrigy and I joined this Company. In the Company we had about
fifteen to tw;enty young men. James Caffney was our first Company Captain.
n joinine ua tock no oath, nor did wo make. a declaration of amy sort,

Yo had no arms of any sort and used sticke and roughly fashioned wooden

, uns to train with, The imstruction in drill and other subjects was
imparted by mon who had served in the British Army and parades were held
at least mc; per wiok and sometimes oftener. As wll as I can romesher
the Comty or Vestmoath wms organised 2o one Battalion area at this time
and Seamus O'Mara of Athlone was the Battalion Commandant., fRecruiting
for the Volunteors then wvas on a very selsctive basis. Only men who
came from very decent famtliss and who were endtnéd with a strong notional
out.loak uqn:accapted for the force. Thoy had to be young wen qf
intecrity end not miven to talking which was then, as always, a dangerous

matter,

When the election was held in South Langford in the early part. of
1917, although w2 had no Volimteer or 3inn Féin organisation in the area
at that t.ime', wo did help by acconrodating mom whe vere going down fram
"ublin to Langford, and acting ea guides for them. The R.I.C. had &
barracks in Rallynacarrigy which was garrisoned by a Sergeant and four or
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five Constables » but they did not interfere with ws then. Our

parades and weotings were held in secret.

Yhen flihe country wam threatened by Conscription carly in 1918,
-ag "the -ant_':mteer ranks wereo -thrown opsn to anyone vho wished to join,
there vas a bipg Influx of men into the Volunteers and the atrangth
of the Comiamy inoressed enormously. Drilling was now intensified
and was do;:ne openly and always watched by the R.I.C. whom X think wore

just as much oppesed to the moasure as wore va.

T think it wms the policy of Ceneral Headquarters of the
Volunteers to display their strength and determination to oppose the

. Act as nmch as possible, .lmowing that the R.I.C. would report,

) accor-dinp:iy, to their headquarters snd eventually to the British
r"-avarrmn“t.. l Parades and mzetings wore nov a daily affair. There
was a big muster of Volunteers .in Hullingar from all over fhe county
which tmr Company attended. Yo hnd some pike heads made locally
end a census wns mado of what shotquns and other weapons wore made
avnilsbié in the aren. The Volurteers wore busily emgaged in baving
every person sign the anti-Conscription pledge and in collecting for
the antil-cmscriptim fund. Never befors was thers such wnity in

the c Dml':'?o

Uhén, however, thn excitemmnt of the time had died down and
whéti'_i}_ ‘becams apparent that the British fovernment wore not going to
try té énrorce Consecrdption, the enthusiasm for the Volunteers also
died out and seon our big Influx had gone or fodsd out and we wero
baok pr"acti‘cally tvhore we were just prior to the crisis.

n the latter ond of 1918 a Ceneral Election was held throughout
the country. Simm Pdin, which had been gathering strength since the
1916 Rébali:lon and which had won a couple of bye elections, decided
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to contest Ie!rery seat against the Irish National Party vho were at
this time led by John Nillon. -The Sinn Fein candidates, if eleeted,
- were nladgati:! no: to take their seats in the Britiah Parliament but to
establish an Irih Government in Dublin. Larry Oinnell, who had
formsrly been B member of the Irish National Party but who was now on
the Sim ?éin uhtfom, was our cmdldate. Tis was & busy tin!e for
the Volunteara mo wore better organised than Sinn Féin and on whmn
developed mpst. of the work in connectien with the election. They wore
engaged in :cbec!dng rmgintaera of voters, tollecting for the funds and
canvassing Ivnters on behalf of Sinn Féin. The Irish Rational Party
had af.ill a very strong following in the country and, in additiom,
there was in the coamtry also a big element of British ax-Jervicemen
and their famlies. Foth these slements were openly hostile to Sinn
Féin ond 1n this way they were alded and shetted by the R.1.C. The
R, I.C, nnua:ny closed their eyss to the action of the Nationalist
Party followers, while they wore openly hoatile to Sinn Féin supporters.
ks a retmlt! of this the Volunteers had to do duty at all 3inn Féin
-meetinqe t.o protect the speakers and emsure they got a hearing. Yet,
despite all this high feeling ond t.harks to the action of the
Yolunteers ;111 maintaining order, the election wes held without any
serions héldent. In ome case, Joseph O'Donoughue, vho was aftervards
shot by tha' Tans in Limerick on the night they shot Lord ¥ayor Clancy,
hed & bt 6f a dust=up- over & flag with the National Party Supporters
and tr;e a.:é.c. But all ended well and thera was no blood apilled.
As elsettl;ex;-e throughout. the 'cumtry, personation was rife on behalf of

Sinn Péin end ~innell was returned at the head of the poll.

“‘arlyfin January, 1919, the Simn Péin Members of Parliament met
in Nublin nnd, having declm-ad thelr alleglance to the Proclamaition of
1916, set up what was to be the first Trish Government since the fed

of Tnion, on a democratic basis, One of the first acts of this new
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assemhly m' £o float a Loan to finance '.lt.a undertakings, and here
again the Volunteers 414 great work in collecting: for this fund, It
was surprising the large sum of mmey that .m eollaected in a small
aroa. The Ipeople gave of their best a:i I don't suppose any of them
avor expected to see it back again. Mick 0'Reilly acted as local
agent. for the Loan and handlod sll monies collected, Every subscriber
recoived a mainb from the Finanoe Nepartment of An Dntl for the money
forwvarded by him, and every ponmy So collected was accounted for.,

Teuly, an amiasing performance.

The Mﬂ: now accepted responsibility for the aotions of the
Volunteers and ecknowledped them as the Arny of the Irish Pepublic -
the I.EfA. © Twery officer and man wes now required to take an Cath
of. Alleglance to tl‘n 0441 ‘ans the Covernrent of the Irish Republie.
Wit,h one exoe'ptim all our. men suhseribed to this Oath without
hesitation. The man who oblected was just let go and he became
inactive, :Pr:!or to this, the ax-m-itiah Army mon who had been our
drill instmictora had aloso become inactive, Cur Company strength
waz 51111 ar;ound twenty-fivae, Ve atill had no arms except a fow

bnlldoa mqlwra which I expect came from Headquarters,

' There was new a Battalion orpanised in the local area around
Mollingar, Sean Orogan was the Battalion O/0 end prior to him Mick
¥eCoy had been O/C; Thomss Lemmon was the Battalion Adjutant and
Fddie Hyneo wms Battalion Quartermaster, The Companiez going to make

up the Battalion wore "A® Company ¥nllingar, "B° Company Ihe Nowns,
“C" Company . Taughmon end "D” Company Ballincarrigy, The Captaln

of our f‘-mr.nlny - Ballinacarrigy - wae James Gaffney. The 1ot Tieutenant
i

was Nichnlas; Jordan and T sas 2nd Ltevtenant. The R,I.C. still

occupied the? ‘local barracks with five Constables under a Sergeant (Qrimes,

frdmes was @ bad egg and wan aggressive and trying to force trouble.
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fn at.tampt.uaa mada to attack and capture ‘the Barracks in Rallynacarrigy
ear].y in t.he year 19192, but the attempt patt.ered out in dismal failure.
A ‘.larpe mmber of mn ‘wdre ordered to mbﬂ.naa for this, but poor
-planning m the cause of various sroups failing to tontact one :
snother with the result that, men went estray and did not know what to
do. Vhen daylight bagan to approach the men returned to their homss
writhout having achieved anything and for {hose that did suceeed in
petting to the mobilisation centre the sttempt had to be called off.

The only ozl?ea who carried cut their duties in any shape were our

Company who put down a series of road blocks,

Az a result of the attempt the barracks was reinforced by a
party of agldiers commanded by an officer. This party took up
residence in the barracks and wore about fifteen strang. Uhile they
were there the Compeny Captein Caffney and T burned the Courthouse
which vas beside the barracks. The mdlitary wore in the habit of
roing arcund the comtryside on patrol at night-time and while they

" were 96 out we broke a pane of glass in a window in the Courthouse.
T got. throush this window and opened the door from the insido.
Maffnay and T had between two and three galloms of peraffin oil with
us and we dmnklea the interior with this end set 1t alight. The
whole ‘lnterior of the place was desiroyed and Courts were never held
there again. ¥hile we were on the job the Filitary patrol returned
to the barracks but wo got away a-afely, Vhile the military wro in
the barracks the different officera were very friendly with s fe.mny'
in the towmn named Poole. The Pooles ran the local Post Cffice there,

F'-ar]: i.n the spring of 1920 the R.I.C. evacuated the barracks in
ﬂallinnearr_iy. The military had left prior to this. ‘.'e could not
destroy t.hef barracks as it was part of a block of houses which ware
oceupied by other people and would mean the destruction of “the whole
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bloek Af burning had been resorted to and indtructions wore received
from Pattalion Headquarters that the place ua; not. to be destroyed.
- Prior to thfa evacuvation two of the R.I.c.; vho were members of the
parrison, r?esi_r,ned from that force, Both of these man were friendly

towards 'ws, Another Comatable named oods, who was also friendly,

!
was trans_!"e:rmd to Hunin;zar. Gonstable Concannon and largey woro
the two siho resimned, VWoods gave me ammmition and supplied ma with
1ittle bits of information which were useful, such as the names of
men who were on the sv=pocted list and houses that were going to be
ralded and :ao forth. At the tire of the Aupurn amhush in the Athlone
ares vhen.Volunteer Finn was killed, Constable Hoods cycled to my house
in T.'allynnciz_arrig from *ullingar, in-eivilion attire. He told me that
Fimn's humn! wag going to be raided. the following morning at a certain

_ hour and that Finn's brother was go_ing to be shot. Tho Finns lived
in Ki_near.: I inmediately cyeled to Finn's house and warned him to
clear out u‘fhich he did and the following nm'-ning the house was ralded

hut vommg PAnn was not to be found. Nis mother was a widow.

‘Sim Pdin vas now well organised in the aroe and tho Sinn Féin
Courts vm-e operating successfully. Jloeal nsn of standing acted as
Judgoes and Solicitors from Mullingar and Castlepollard practised at the
Courts uhic:h wore held secretly. ‘The people abided loyally by tho
decisions oir the Courts, [Even prior to the evacuation of the local
E.I.t;. barracks the Volunteers had been d.olng a certain amount of polico
duty. Eow on the evacuation by the Police, t‘.ho Volunteers became
vholly r_es_p:cnuble for the mmintenance of la?r and order., This poliece
duty uas a }siz undertaking for the Volunteers who could only devote
their spare time to such work. Teapite this, they made a grest
guccess of :it, as they had the co-oporation of the people in general
vhich the R.I.C. never had. ‘There was always a vold boetween the R.I.C.
and the pec:pla end this had intensified since the Rebellion in 1916.
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On the' whole the paople of Ballynacarrigy and the surrounding

coﬁntrysida‘ vere & very law-abiding peaceful poople. There were,
of comrse, ihe usual few patty robharics and land disputes, but thosae
were sanily dealt with and usually a good warning ns to what would
hanpen to s{mh off'eﬁdera, should they repeat the offence, had the
desired af.ft;ct. VYe had, of course, to dstain prisoners who were
arrested in other areas and for this purpose we used the recently
evacuated bfxrracks. The people who owned the barracks wore friendly
and gave us'the use of it without charge., It wms the policy not to
detain men v}tho \;mre arrested in their own areas but to move them somo
distance to? other areas; where they would not recognise the place
they wors datained in or the Volunteors who did guard dutles over them.
This wase a éateguard againet their supplying information to the British
forees or 1élent1ry-i.ng our men when they were releiaaed, and it worked
out sati_sfaéztorny. The upkeep of those detention places commonly
called *'I\hkncwn destinations® was a great nuisance to the Volunteers
e as it meant supplying @ continucus guard for them and also supplying

food and heétding for tho prisoners and their guards. This was tho

type of uoric the Volunteers were engaged on for the greater part of

the year 19;20.
|

Tn t.heiaut.um of 1920 wa wore ordered to rald every house in the

area vhere :thsr-o ware shotauns or weapons:of any sort and colloct

them a1l in)  Avperently the Fritish authorities were going to collect
or take up :811 such arms and this order was Iiasued in an eft'm'tT to
forestall T&'c«.}g_nt at.t,empt..l I;'e called on every houso in f.he area whero

1% was m:mr'\ that ‘thero was a gun or other weapon. Generally, it uaa’
only a matt;er of asking for the wespans and the people handed them

up. Put in a few cases & bit of persuasion with a gun had to be usad,

{ .
There was, however, no need to resort to shooting anyrvhere. Ve

| . .
collected a mumber of shotguns of different types, some good, soma of



|
Military Archives Cathal Brugha Bks Rathmines Dublin 6 Ph 8046457 .
i . ‘ g;
| .
1
no use whatscever, and a emell supply of cartridges for the guns.

, .,. :
We also gc‘ut. a supply of small calibre revolvers. Amomgst the parsons
: 5 .
- |

we took a gun from was Colonel Malone (retired) of Ba%%pstoun. This

. was a valﬁ!fuble gun and stated to be vorth £80. by the Ccla:;el. " Our
Company Corinmander received a letter from the Colonel asking if he
conld _have!ithis am ba.ck: I was @stmcted to have the gun returned
to the 601&1e1, which T 4id, and he wae very thankful to us. He
behaved quillte decept.ly afterwards, and subscribed to collections for
Sirm Pdin f‘lunds. The mums were placed in dumps and quickly

deterioratod despite our efforte, owing to damp.

Some mﬁ;ém priocr to the gemeral raid for arms we raided the
Hibernian Bank in Mullingar. Information had been received that a
hox conta.int‘;ng weppons was déposited in the strong room of the Bank
and our (‘-mj'!arw was ordered to carry out tl;e raid. We got a oar in
Ballynncarrii‘g and four of us, under the command of James Redican,
procecded toi_ ¥alldngar in daylight. Rediecan was supposed to be a

B.H.0. étatfil ofticer and was staying in our area at this tims, Ve
wore armed \'l:tlth revolvers. e drove into Mullingar and parked the
car in a side street clese to the Bank. We then entéred the Bank
and held up il!ha otaff with our guns. Redican looked up the register
of the Bank Keys and found the cnes that opened the strong room.

One of tha gi‘,rla who was on the staff fainted. ma.} 'gnt._ere.c_l the strong
room and t-ookil the bex from 1t and placed it in the car and mada our
patavny aafeliy. The box containeé shotguna and revolvers and was the
proparty of C}:].onel Pardon who lived in Saybrook, Mullingar, and who
had deposited it there for safe-keeping. The polise were on the
stroot outside;l the Bank while we were doing the Job and did not notice
anvthing tmuauial. The police followed us in a car but did not get
contact with us and they searched around the countryside for us \dthout.

. any success, ' VYe ;rsgd the small unfrequented bye-roads to get away.,

f

The army were ]Icept. in our Company aree.
‘ )
1
1

1
!
|
1
!
i
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Prior to this, Redican and a party of the local Volunteers held

un the mail train at the NDowns at about 11 p.m. at night and removed
all the mailes from it,  He took the mails to Irishtown near
T Fgallincarrigy vhere he censored them and took about three hundred
pounds in cash from them. Included amongst the maile vere letters
for Tord French the Lord lieutenant. It now transpired that Redican
was not a member of the Volunteers at-all., He was an ex-prisoner
from ¥ountjoy Jail, -Apparently while in Wountjoy he got acquainted
with some Volunteer prisoners from the Mullingar area and cenvinced
them he was up for political reasons while, in reality, he was doing
time for some criminal offence. COn his release he came to the
Mi1lingar arca nesing as staff officer from C.H.Q. and soon was O.XK.
with the Battalion O/C. and other cfficers. O,F.Q. now sent down
instructions that he was to be put out of the a.rea, mch to our
surprise. T went to Redican and gave him his orders %o clear out, which
he did. The Volunteers were subsequently trying to locate him for
gome Pank rohheries which he had done in some other part of the country,
Tt war renlly a pity he was of that type because he had plenty of guts
and courage and wovld be ar asset to the Volunteers anywhere. Ho was
subsemuently arrested by the Pritish forces sgain and was back in
Mountjoy doing snother term of mhriammﬁt. Yhile thers he gave.
information to the British authorities about the Mullingar area. He
wrote to me from Hountloy telling me he wans going to be hanged for -
shoating & policeman. T think he sadd he shot him in Leitrim or up

that pert of the country.

it this time there‘m a farily living in Ballincarrigy named
Poole. Mr, Poole had heen an Inspactor in the R.I.C. from which he
was now retired for soms years. fiis wife and family of two boys and
three girls lived with him, They were s very respectable family and
very highly thought of by all the people of the town and surromds.
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They ran the Post Office in "allinacarrigy. ©One of the girls, Susan,
bot known to u9 as Susle Poole, was an outstanding charscter.’ I lmew

the Poole family very woll as we were children who played and grew up
together, Susie went to the local school and was then sent to a
finishing school in some convent. She did not stay too long in this

and ran away and came homa to Ballinacarrigy.

Susie developoed into a beautiful young girl., She had a lovely
blonde head of hair and a Venus-like figure., She was very good-looking

and had a charming mepner and knew hov to dress tisperfection.

After some tima spent in Ballinacarrigy ahe., went away to work on the
Stage in Dublin and then to Londen, I beiiovg_ as a Chorus Gix.'l. She’
w.as much sought after by the m vho frequent the theatre stage 'doors
after Sh:cnﬂ and amonget vhom were almyu- 'a big percentage of British
lﬁrmr orfieorl;. ¥While in London she made the acquaintance of a
Lieutenant (loddard, aftermmrds Captain ﬂodc_lard-of His Mpjesty's Army,
vham she warried., Captain Goddard was sorvir;g, I think, with his
Rsxd.mnt abroad and from hence omsards Susie resided in London and
Rallinacarrigy, dut mostly in the latto.r Ms.

Cfficers from the British garrison in Mullingar visited her in
Ballinscarrigy and particularly so from the time they ostablished thoir
outpost at the R.I.C. barracks there, Amongst her officer visitors
was a (actain ¥enmey vwho wes the Intelligence Officer im Mullingar
Barracks, and a Cartain Wallace who was Adjutant of that barracks.
Cactain Vallaco was madly in love with Susie (¥rs. Goddard).
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I knew Captain ¥allace very well and often had tea with him
and Susie in her huma and he knew that Susie was very friendly with
me and had confidencs in ms. Yallace was a fine type of English
. gentleman with a very likeable dispcsition. He seemsd to have great
power in his appointment in Mullingar Earracks. On one occaslon
Susde told me that one of the other officers had threatened her with
a mun uhén she would not acquiesce to his advances. She informed
Captain Wallace about this and the officer was immediately transferved

from Yullingar.

One day Susie came t0 me ond told me that Military from Mullingar
were poing to search the Irishtown area where they had informatian
thet the Volunteers had an arms dump., This information was correct
as it yas there our shotmuns and some other weapons were dumped., I
imwediately had the stuff cleared out of Irishtown and,right onough,
the following rorning they searched the place. Cn the lorry with them
was Padican who was thfm a priscner in Hountjoy. This incldent made
mc.; perceive that in Susie wo had a potentigl asource of information
about the enemy. Knowing her love of adventure and other qualities
en which I played, I anproached Susie and suggested that she should
work for us, She amreed to do so on the understanding that I would
suarantes the safety of Captain Wallace and Qaptain Voney, I gave
this puarantee to her. I had complete confidence in Susie and was

satisfied that she would not double cross m=, Yrom thence on Susie

bepan to supply me with numerous end uset;‘z_ﬂ bita of iInformation about
intending Pritish operatiems, such as places to be ralded, rounds-up
and men who ware on the wanted or suspoacted lists, all gleaned from
the officer friends. On one occasion I was having tea with Susie
end Wallsee. VYallace told me that Captain Yoney had sald to him that
é.f he continmd to visit Ballinacarrigy his dead body should be found
on the roadside ome morning, and asked me if that could happan. I
agsured him that such a thing would never happen and he seemod m;nch
relieved and thankful.
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Y reallsed that in Susie we had an intelligence agent which
lt:t'mlﬂ be developed on a ruch higher level than the petty information
that could be got around Mullingar. Apart frowm the military side,
Fullinear was an i{mportant centre for intelligenco. Through the
Yoat ffice thero, passéd nll mesgapges both in clear and in.code for
the various military =nd police statiens in the Hidlands and West of
Treland. Mick Collins had the source tapoéd and the two
telegraphiata there, ¥r, lynes and Mr, Nunne, intercepted all messages
of this sort pessing through. They made coples of them and were even

able to décivher them and pass them out to the Volunteers in elear,

l'thera Here,hmver, delm in havim:c this mrormt:lm eant to G.H.Q.

and Collina 5ant dawn a special Inte]lirenca agent to davalop this
I

som-ee. "‘ha apecin'l agent was the late Harrv Cmroy who was

) or‘lgiually f‘ru-n Sliro. Conroy pogad as &n incurance agent.
! : | |
t T pot iIn cmt.aet wlth Conroy and told him about Susie and ho

arreed to meet her, which he did. Conroy wvent to Tublin &= a result

'of this interview and ‘wadn Collins. T now received instructions to
Ire;part-to ™iblin to see Tollinm, which I did.. In Dublin I mat
iC!cplnm: and _(‘-e_aroid 0'Sullivan and was put through the mill regarding
Susie. Collins told me I was playing with fire but I roplied that I
!had camplete trust in her. Collins instructed me to bring Susie to
:_,'!nhlin to ses him, which I did, and T intrcduced her to Collins and
!{!ea.roitl. Prom thence on Susie was Collins! _'p:ldg,em and I had little
ic::n'j no econtact with her. T 4o not think she knew who Collins or
(*Sullivan really were, until after the Truce.. Collins got Susie
;:o com= to reside in Tublin in a Flat somowhere around Whnitworth Road
:in-ea vhere she entertained high-ranking Army and Police Officers of
'i.he British Forces, She also travellsd extensively throughout the

country, but T have no knowledge of what type of work she was doing
for Mollins,
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EHr-c:n)hj.'l'l'a Hotel, Mullingar.

'it.o the time arranped.

wWou

13.

On one occasion I met Maptain Wallace and Susie by appointment
in ™blin. Captain Wallace and I had a very frank discussion or

dehate on Trish and eurrent affairs. Captain Vallace agrezd with me

that the British Frpire was fnatly declining and that the days of the

Rritish Army in Ireland were nurbered. He did not visualise an Irish

Permihlic, hut some other form of scttlement In which the British forces

would evacuate the country.

' T was pext Instructod by Collins to find out {f Captain Wallace
14 agree to meet the late ¥rakine Childers and if so to fix up a

meeting, _I was not te let Vallace know who Childers was, but to inform

¥allgeo that a gentleman of high position in the Mcvement would like to
maet him,

T ¢ontacted Captain Yallace and he agreed to meet the

|eentleran and the meeting was fixed to take place on a certain night in
|

Wallace turned up for the meeting

alrisht, but T got a dispatch from Collins cancelling it just pricr

It was coming quite close to the Truce at thils

time and Collins may have decided not to go on with whatever he had in

1|r19u, and émplicate Captain Wallace at that stage,

Aifferent

areas to NH.D. re

|
1
|
!
|
Co
i
[
E
|
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1

From tine to time messages were being sent by our peopls in
parts of the country, particularly in the Sligo snd Leitrim

porting that a blonde lady was travelling around
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I

14.

1

f

b
i

with the Auxiliaries in their lorries. This was Susie. Susie's
I

husband either resigned or retired from the British Army end joined
tlhe Auxiliary‘ﬁ‘orce in Ireland, serving in the Sligo area. She told
me afterwards that Collins pot her to get her husband to come over

l'll'rere and Join the Auxies. T don't know what Collins' motive in this
\?vould be except perhaps ho belleved he could use him for intelligence
work also, She

probably had ideas ahout mrrying Cavtain Uallace or Hick Collins er

fod only lnows who,
|

|
!

‘ I have read Susie’s (Hrs, Coddard's) articles published in a
certain "Eh’:gliah Sunday paper regarding her activit.ies on behalf of the
I R.A. and, while T am not in a positiem to confradict what appea.red,

'T do think that either she or the publisher were drawing the lang bow

iquite n:bBit. However, I deo know that ahe cortalnly contributed in

'a big way to bring about the downfall of the British Empire in Ireland
.and not for anv monetary pain as she had ample money for herself. Her
' husband scered Lo keep her well supplied in this respect. She never

; double crossed us although the temptation to do so wust have been great.
She had a heart of gold and would help anybody in distress whom she

| 11ked and above all it was an Irish heart. I mt Captain Goddard
after the Truce and he impressed me as a vory fine type of man and I
would say & very honourable one, T have a brother living in London
who often visits Captain and Mrs., “oddard at their residence there and
he informs me that they seem to be very happy togethsr with the

ebildren and 1 am very gled that is so,

On one occoasion Thomas (Flennon, who was Adjutant of our Battallon -
the ¥ullingar Battalion - sent Instructions to me that there was a lorry
belonging to the enemy comdng to Ballinacarrigy to take away the
furniture belemging to an R.I.C. man who had been stationed in the local

V'

e

~
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b'alrracks bafere its evacwation, T was not in the town when this
written instruction arr_!.ved and the dispatch was taken by the loecal
- f‘olsmpanv 1.0. who orened 1t, but tock no nction to carry out the
ir%at.mctiona 1t ccgntained. When I camo hack into the town I got the
rﬂi_snat.ch. Tt said that the lorry would have a drj,.‘yrer and two Tans
su-;d I was to hold it up and shoot the two Tans. - The lorry had just
.'le:rt tha village vhon I returnod. Another Volunteer and I immediately
gcit two mms and cycles and pursued the lorr;y'by takiag shortcuts but,
al‘thougih o Bi_lz_!}ted it, we could net peot within sl;ooting distance of it:.

anld they pot clear away.
|

|
! n the 23rd February, 1919, a Pritish 'Arrrv lorry:was parked outaide
the harrecks in Pallinecarrigy. '™is was the time that the military were
reinforcing the P.L.C. there. At night time, Jim Gaffmey and I

defcilled to burn it. Ve crept up to it under cover of darkness and

t.h?rew some petrol on it and set it afire, and it was totally destroyed.
“’eﬁ rot. away safely., Caffney was arrested the. following September and
1m:pri.soned in Yountloy. He was allowed out on parole, but broks his-
m:'role and #14 pot return. 7T tried 4o persuade him to return but he
wo‘;uld not, and we 2l took &8 poor view of this. He never becams g

ac:t.iye apain., - |

'
]

There wns A big mansion house at Somna bétwecn Ballinacarrigy and
Millinear, and we recelved Instructions td deatroy this place as tha
mi:lltary were polng %o estsblish an cutpost there, T mobilised the
Ha%linacarrigy Volinteers and took with us a half barrel of paraffin,
nroceeding to the house.  The house was only occupied by a ce&retaker and
N |

we' sprinkled the place with the paraffin and set it alight. It wap

|
totally burned out.

Somstime in early 1920, the wife of & Constable of the R.1.C. who

1

ua.is living ir Talliracarripgy, told me that her hushand who wae stationed

1
1n:lﬁ111'1nm, was €alling to see her that day. She said that two

|
[
I
[
|
i
[
I
!
f
[
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|
|
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I:!u:r-r-y loade of police were going fram ¥ullingar to Longford apd
] .wouJ.d stop at Ballinecarriagy - as they would come clong that way

?to factlitate bim, T decided to asbush the lorrdes when they
-arrived in the village. T mcbilised every available man of the
rComparw for thae Job., Ve had between twenty and thirty men armed
“with ahots:ms, one rifle and a few revolvers. N.’y_ plah was_ to

Elet. them into thie villags and then hold them there and shoot them

:u'p. Ye occupied a number of houses including t.he old R.I.C.
‘barracks and awaited thoir arrival, Although we waited for some
nhoura, they didn't turmm up. They had proceeded direct .tc; Lo;n;gf’ord

i via Rathowen ond so bye-passed us. The following Friday a party of

. fuxiliary Police errived and raided & number of houwsés, including the -
Epuhl!.é houses, where they consumed all the drink they required even

?mking the publiecans get drunk, at all the publicans' expense.

The Truce found the Wullingar Brigade just beginning to show

|
I
|
'9igna of making heahvay. James Fagulre of (Renidon had been appointed
I Piteade 0/C, and he bad set about reorganising the area properly and

|
, carrying out test mobilisations. PFrior to this, things had never

iheen’ rizht, The orgenisstion wrs anything but watertight and there

seemed to be trouble and disagreement alwmys at Pattalion end Brigade

Headquartars level with the resultant inactivity in all other ranks.

The only attempt at maleing mmitions that ¥ lmaw of in the area
wag the castine and f1lling into shotgun cartridres of rough lead
9lugo. )

! There were no svies or informers shot in cmr area. .I was never

, 8 membher of the 1.R.R. prior to the Truce,

Witness:
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