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T was So;n in Creeslough, County Donegal, in 1894, aﬁd received
|

my early education in the National School there.

R e . S o . i
I joined @he Irish Volunteers in 1917, at the-requst of James

Mbﬂglty, a_natiye o;_phe'parish, who had been in America érior,to this
pgripd and, T was informg@, sent home to organise Companiés'of the
Irish Volunteers in the area, McNulty also organised Sinn Féin clubs
th?oughcut_the district. In additiop to‘joining the Iriéh Volunteer
organisation I also became a member of the local S;nn Féi@ Club. In
thié capaé?ty I yag_mgre_gctively engaged than in the Ipi§h Volunteers

where the only activity at that time was weekly training parades..

| ?ﬁe first active work I participated in on behalf of:Sinn Fein
was to assist in the ergc£ion of a platform for Fhe.speakérs on behalf
of their capdidgtg;in the West Donega; constituency. Mr, De Vﬁlera
was a speaggr_og_tgislplatfqrm. At this time it“uas notjpossible to
secure a }orry to ﬁse the body as a_pla;form and the grea%'difficulty
Faswtq ggp & supply of timber for the purpose. _Wé finélly Qucceéded
in getting ogr‘regpirements from a Mr, Hilkiﬂ;qn, a'Justi;e of’the
Peace ét that time. The géme_gan fired on and wounded aF a later

period James McNulty our Company Captain, to which incident I will refer

later oﬁ in this record.
) . 1

~ The coming General Election in 1918 was responsible for great
activity iq;thisugrea, both in the Volunteer and Sinn Féin organisations.

The Sinn Péin organisation, having nominated Joseph Sweeney (later

Major_Gggg;al) as their can@idﬁte, made it important for ﬁs to ensure

I

his election in the West Donegal constituency. Mr. Sweehey was a
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very popular young man and had proven h:l.mself a soldier a.nd patriot
by his participation in the Rebellion in Dublm in Easter Week 1916,

where he.fought in the G.P.0. and. was ‘afterwards interned in

Frongoch prison for his activities,

This was a hard and bitter contegﬁ. We were oppos%ad by two
parties, firstly the Unloni_st Party and secondly the Hobornian or
N_at.ionalist Party who were a.s_bitjborly opposed t:o Sinn F:éin as the
Unionist Party. - We were kept busy canvos_.sing and maki.nig arrangements
for the staffing and protection of polling booths. It Qas also found
necessary to provide strong protecting parties of Volunteers at
election meetings sponsored b;nginn Féin in view of the very hostile
a.ttitdde adopted by the opposf:ltion parties, espe_cia_.lly‘tpe H:I.'ben}ian
Pa;ty. Eventually everything came to a oati_afactozfy ooﬁclosion,

Mr. Joe Sweeney was elected with a majority of about 3,000 votes.

After the election » Volunteer activit.y was confined to routine

‘ .trainins. Parades were held' on one or t\.fo,n_ights‘ perlwleek add usually
on.a Sunday al‘tomoon, Up to this time we were organioéd on a Company
basis. In 1919 a Botfc.alion v;ao_‘organloed in thls ares., : This was
knoy_n as the 3rd Battal:lon and was cozpprioed of the’follouing

' Companies:. A, Creeslough, B. Carrigart, C. Clen, D.gKilmacren.'nan,
E. Loughkeel, F, Dunfanaghy. * I was a.ppoint.ed Quart_;er:-master of the
Battalion. Battalion funds which were small at all times were made

up from two main sources, i.e.‘ a 1ev_'y of__ld_. per week onéeach
Volur_:teel_' ond a -lovy on traders in the area, the Jatter t;eing difficult
to collect where not given voluntaf_i]y. Our armantéat this period
was practically non-existent. i
A raid for arms was carried out all over the area'axéd in mest

cases they were handed over to us mthout any undue trouble. In ode
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partit_:}ﬂa.r case, to whii:h I have referred eérlier in thj.s: statement,
when the party of V91unteers called at the i'xome of a Mr. iWiik:inson,

a loyal ‘sugporter of the Brit.ish Gove_rnment_ and a Justice;; of the Peace,
they were refused admission andWi.lkinson opened fire onfbhem with a
rgvo?l__w;r, woyndipg JaJ_ne§ HcNulty, them'(}ompany'()apttain c.>f¢ GreesI_Lough

| Company . Mcﬂul@_y was s_lerionsly wounded and was taken tof Carrigart
and e:@m_niped by the doctor there who told us that he was iupable to do
anything for him and advised his removal to a Dublin hos'piital- to have
the bullet e?ctractec_i. Our Bai;tal:@onr o/c ’ Jame_.s McCaffre:y, then got
in touch with Joe Sweeney who was then our Brigade o/c. He came down
imec;iately a.nd made _a:.'rafngemenjt.s to_ have McNulty convgyejd to the
Mater Hospital, Dublin, accompanied by James McCaffrey, | MoNulty was
o;_:e_erai_:ed on a_.:_1d detaé.ned for a considerable time but finaglly recovéred

N i
from the effects of the wound. '

f

Around Easter 1919, our Battalion o/c received ins_itr;udtions_fr_'om
Joe Sweeney to destroy the evacuated R.I_.C. barracks at C:reeslough s
Glen _and_Kilx@g;gnna_n, ‘- We subsequently destroyed the three buildings
by filfe___on Easter Sat.u;day ._nighi". and qar].y Sunday morniné 1919. A
nuqugr of R.1.C. barracks all over the country were bur‘negl on that

H

night. _ o

Sometime in 1919 an order was issuved to boycott the h.I.C. and
inétrl_zf:tions were i§sued to all traders in the Battalion farea to refuse
to supply gocds.to the R.I.C. The instruction was wpil adhered to
by égl_z_lg traders but in at least twq_ca-ées we were compell?ed to take
rt'lrast;c __actigl:x to_en_force tl_ae_ order, In one ca.se,l where; a man was
supplying turf and -refuseq to dis_contir_me the practice afltgr caution,
Wwe cut the shafts from his cart and left him without transport. In
ano‘l?hgr case we burr_led a lorgy_ tt}e 'prpperty of a trader i'n Dunfanaghy
who? g,l:l:.hougp having beerr warned, contir_med to use the loirry for the

conveyance of goods to the R.I.C. Tt was also reporf,ejd that the
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mail was also ﬁépyeyed_to the R.I.C. in this lorry. As re '
oecasiénﬁliy; raided the mils fof_the purpose of censorihg the police
cppregpondence, this method of conveyance would'completel? upset our
plans. | ' i

In 1519 we were again busily emplpﬁed on Eiec;ion wark, this time,
Tocal Goye?pmen@'elections. - Tt was considered that it ﬁas very
important to have as many Sinn Feig :epresentgtives as.péssible elected
on‘tﬁe“%ocal Govgrnmgnt_Bgard,_ Again we were véry succéssful in
securing the election of our nominees.

’ "InlAugust 1?20 T was one of‘a_par@y of”V91unteers féom the
Bgttaliqplqho ﬂent'oﬁ_pro@gqtion daty to_Falcarrégh for the purpose
of‘removing wireless telegraphy equipment from the Post Office ﬁhere.
As there was a fairlv strong R.I.C. garrison in the village it was
deemed necessary to surround the barracks so as to prevent the R.I.C.
from comlng out or 1nterfering with the men engaged in dismantllng
the gggigmgnp. Wekpqok up posi@@ong along the wall w@ich surrougded
the barracks. It was not the intention at any time to éttack it.
After about two hgﬁps we got an order to return to an as%embly point
opﬁsi@g_ﬁhe_ﬁillage.“ On 9u¥ arriva; therg'we were infofmed that the

operation at the Post Office was complete and we could return to our

homes. The Brigade 0/C, Joe Sweeney, was in charge of this operation,

Early in 1921 my Battalion O/C. called a hurried conference,
He informed us_tha#_he had Just received info;mg@ion thaf a train load
of British troops was due to pass through Creeslough, on the way to’

Derry, in a very short time. The troops had been operating around

, Dungloe and Burtonport for scme days previous, They were employed in

an intensive search of the area for our "Flving Column" operating
there.. According to our 1nformat10n we had very 1ittle ‘time to

spare if we were to attempt any attack on the train., We hurriedly

[
b

Ascided + » )
ed that the only thing possible was to block the line in the
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hope of derailing the train.. Ve had no time to collect the few
rifles in the Battalion, which at times amounted to four. So
collecting a few Volunteers that were at hand we made for a spot

on the railwey line v_rheré_'th_ere was a sharp curve. _Az"-riving at this
ppint,__we_he.d_-"only t.j‘qne to r_oll a few la;ge boulders orji‘ to the ‘track |
and take cover when the train came ‘along.' It crashed 4nto the ‘
fq:lock. ~ The engine and tt!o ee.rriag_es were turned over lon theif side
Ae.nd‘ there was a scene of general e@msim fo;'. a lojng time Had we
tiine to gather up a few rifl_es beforehand we could havef inflieted |
some eeeualt.iea-. As we were, we considered it advi_sab%le to get far

away from the scene in the shortest possible time, i

- l

The British troops remained around the scene of the crash all
the night, firing volleys at intervals. They next _:]'.xuwaded the
villege of Creeslough where they terrorised ‘the inha.biéant.s and
arrested some men.  None of our men was a.rreat.ed as they had cleared
out to the hills in the meantime, Aa far as I could JTearn, there
were no casualties resulting from the crash, '
_ Around the end of March, 1921, my Battalion O/C irformed me
that he had rece;fed instructions from the.Bifi”gadle 0/C %to pick some
men from the Battalion and report to him at a place neér Falcarragh
on a given date: I think it was on the 20th March, ée also informed
me that the mobilisation was in connection with an attempt to attack
and capture the R.I C. Barracks t.here. I was one of the party
selected and we set out for Falcarragh, armed with rifles, at around
8 p.m. on one Saturday night. We crossed ppe_memteir;s on foot and
repoi-ted' at the appointed place in time, having covered;ra distance
of et" least fi__ﬂj,een_ milea_. '_We fhhe_n mceiyed_ instruct.{ons from the

Brigade 0/C to take up a position on a road on the outsjkirts of the

town. Our orders were to hold that position in the event of enemy



forces endeavouring to enter the town from our direction.i

We got into posit_ion_a.nd- it was a long and ar_1xious wait there.
Eventually we could hear the sound of rifle fire coming f;rom the
direction of the barracks. After what seemed to me to b? several
hours, during whic_h time we were alert but inactive, we w?re informed
from Brigade Headquarters that the attack was unsucceSSfu?. as the
mine that was expected to breach the g#ble end of the bam::-acks had
failed to do so0 and any other methd of attack was unsucc_ieésful_. We

were instructed to dispersé. We returned across the mouhtain hungry,

thirsty, tired and above all bitterly disappointed, We got back home
]

about 8 a.m, on Sunday morning.

Towards the end of May 1921, the Batfalion 0/C calleé his staff
i_nt.o ‘conference. There we discussed the possibilit:_l.es oif an attack
on British forces in some part of the Battalion area. _‘We% considered
that an attack, no n‘gttér how small or unsuccessful, woulé relieve the
pr_-gséur_e on our comrades further west 1n the Dungloe, Gle:ixties and
Burtonport areas where a large force ?f. British troops wa.s concentrated
in an effort to capture our men there, | |
i

We, 't'h.e_r_'-efc_we, decided to ca:_-ry\out. a s;;iping attack 'on Carrigart
R.I.C. Barracks. This barracks was fortified in the ususl manmer of
that period, barbed wire entanglements, sand bags, and we knew that
rifle fire would have 1ittle or no effect. However, it was the only
thing we could_ do. 'Accordingly, we proceeded to Caniégrt and
pl‘-oceededrto ﬂ.re intemittept]_y_ at the bgrr_‘acks from seleécted positions
for 9,‘ per:lod of one and a half to two hours, The R.I.C?. returned
the fire and sent up verey lights. Shortly after daylight,_
reinforcements arrived from Dunfanaghy. By that time we Lhad withdrawn
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across the mountailn in the direction of Creeslolgh.’

|

N _No furt.hg.-r incident_ v_rorth re_zcox:ding. occurred in the Baf.ta.lion
area. The_attaek @escyibed above ‘was respon;ible for t;.he
withdrawal of some troops from the areas ;‘_!‘urthef west ar}d a fairly
extensive round-up of: our own area ensued.. However, wé managed
to evade ar:f-est uwntil the Truce on th;a 11th July, 1521, when we

v

could relax, o ;
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