ROINN LEEE  COSANTA.
1,1

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY, 1913-21.

STATEMENT BY WITNESS.

DOCUMENT No. W.S. 7.

Witness
Surgeoh'Joseph P. McGinley, M.Ch.,
Beechfield,

Letterkenny,
' Co. Lonegal.

Identity.

Brigade Medical Officer, No.I Brigade,
lst Northern Division.

T.D., Member of 2nd Ddil (1920)

Subject.

fietivities of Irish Volunteers, Sinn Fdin,

Co. Donegal 191},-1921.

Conditiens, if any, Stipulated by Witness.

Nil.

File No ..., 2790.

Resa iy

Form B.S.M, 2




BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1913.21

\’\C%« NO. W.S. //f"7_5

g_,;g BUREAU OF 8ILITARY HISTORY 1913-21

I was bLorn neay Letterkenny, Co. Donegal, and
received my early education there. Subsequently I
attended Quaan's Eniveraity. Eelfnst, where 1 studied
medicine and quaii fied in 1916.

I Joined the Irigh Volunteers, West Salfast
Brigade, in 191}, while in the University. At that time,
ay father was Captsin of a Company of the Eatiohal
Vélunteers 1n-Brumbullogus, Letterkenny. Ky two couains
were then attending st. Endaty Collegm &nblin. where
they Joined the Irish Voluntear novement, and-later
fought in the Genoral Pogt Office, ablin, during the
Rebellion of Haster Week 1ylé. After the surrender,
they were intornsd in Fronéoch prison. 1 was in Dublin.
‘during Easter Waelk, but, not  being attached to any unit
there, 1 took no part in the Plghting.

°h0rtiy after receiving my medical degree. 1
applied for and was appointed Medieal foieer for -
Letterkenny distriet by the Board of Guardiana. the then
loeal acthority. The Loeal Governmant Board refused to
sanction my appointment, on the grounds that 1 was of
nilitary age and should Jéin'the Britieh army, whieh 71
had no intention of doing. 1. .then set up in private
practice, by which I eked out a bare existence for two
years, by which time nmy appaintment wWas sanctiocned,

From 1917 onwards, 1 nrganised Volunteer units

and Sinn ¥éin Cluba all over the County Oonegal. 1




‘was Chairman of the Letterkenny Sinn FPdin Club and a
wewber of the Bast Donogol Oxecutive. I jolned the -
Irish Republicen Brotherhood erganisation in Omsgh,
being intreduced by Seamus Dobbin. I lost touch and
intarost in that organisation and did not associaste with

it afeverwards.

Before the election in 1919. it was deelded by
ﬁhe Sinn ¥din fxeeotive that Joe Sweéﬁey would go forward
aé their candidate for the West Doneogal constitueney.
Joe Sweenay, having feugnt in the Héballion of 1916 and
afterwards interned in Frongoch priaén,'w&s consldered
the most suitable and ﬁopui&r candidate. At thnt pericd,
we had as our opponents in the politieal arsna a very
strong sectlon of the Unionist Party, supporters of
British rule in Irelsnd, and also a very strong and bitter
party in the Ancient Order of Hibernians (A.0.H.) or
mationalist dapty as shey were Bomatimes termed. Az an
result, 1t was necessary for both the Volunteer
orzanisation and the Sinn Fdin elubs to throw their fuli
wolght into the caupaign, 5o as to ensure the election of
our candidate, At that time, I was kept very husy in
the work of organising tho constitusney, and I addressed
meetings all over %est Donegal., Our offorts wers
succossful, as Joe Sweeney was elected, having nearly

throe thousand of a majority.

iater on, 1 assigted in the South Armg bye-election
by addressing meetings on behalf of Dr. HeCartan, the
5inn ?éin.candidate. Heare again, we were up against an
Orange mob, and the A.0.H. were equally hostilo. - On the
way hows from Crossmaglen, after addressing a meeting
thara,‘we were attacked by an Orange mob at

Newtownhamilton, and later fired on by membera of the




Euring;tha year i919, ail our spare time was
davoted to‘qrgan;sing-ana training, . VYe also carried
out numaroumrraiés for arize in the aresa, the booty:
beling mostly shoiguns. Towarés the end of the year, I
was arrested and charged with making a seditious speech,
to wit, advocatipg the pﬁrchaéa of Dd1Y ﬁiréann ioan
Bogas. - 1 was tried before twe Resident %agistrﬁtes
at Bridgend, and sontenced fo threﬁ monthé' | _
imprisonment. 1 wasg alﬂo ordered to anter into a bond
to keep the poace or, in defaunlt, a further twe montﬁs’
imprisonment. I refused to give this undertaking, and
served the entire five menths, three in Derry, and the
last two months “eing éarved in Heunt;oﬁ prison where 1
‘mot a friendly warder named Tim Herlihy. This man was
seoratly on Miechael cgilins‘ staff, = He supplied us

with dafly papers, ete., and ensured thst we were well
tr@ﬂtedo 1

On the day of my trial and sentence, I told the
fF.i., in no vneertaln idﬁguaga, what I thought of hin and
British rule in Ireland. During my trial, 1 was hand-
euffed 1n the doek. hille I was speaking, 1t was
laughable to see at 1aﬁst a half-dozen 7.1.C. constables
dras thelr batons, ready to pounce on a manacled
prigoner. At least, T had the satisfaction to lsarn
that the B.1.6. aaéort that took my Dungloe comrades to
Derry Jyail was ambushed on their return journey at a
place ealled the Hampart..naav Punglosé; where a numbar |

of then ware wounied.

In June 1920, 1 wasg returned unopposed as a Sinn
Féin “representative for Uast Donegal, and so becams a

- member of the 2nd Ddil.
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In fivguet 1920, in company with Jim lawson, I
attended a Jrigede 3taff meetlng, enlled by the Brignde
ﬁfﬂ, 3&mﬁai‘ﬂ'?iaharty. . Thore ha inferzed us'ﬁhﬁt a
constable named Johnston,, who was then stationed in the
County donaghan, was friendly and ra;iable, had got in
toueh with him while he (Johnaton) was home on leave in
¥illygordon, and infermed him that the R.1.C. garrison
in brumguinn, Co. Tyrons, were o hard-drinking lot, and
he thought it would ba an eagy btasi to capture the
barrachs there, os 8 ﬁig mumber of the gorrison could be
pieked up in liconsed premises in the town by diffarent
pﬁrtieg of Voluntsors while the main party would hold up
the #,1.C." in the barracks. |

whils discussing plans for the attack on Drumguinn
H.1.0¢ Barraclhs, 1 9uggesteﬁﬁa-dayiight raid as bsing the
most fensible. Yy reasons were: less chance of
confusioen amongst our own msn, 8lse 8 bﬁtteé’ogportunity
%f rushing the barracks. After sons discussiOn. this
£1an wés agreaﬁ upon, and the 29th August 1920, fair day
in Druagoinn, was the dato Plxe! Por the attoek, The
peagon PO selectins that vday was: e noiaber of men

eongrogatirg in town on a fair dny would pass unhoticed.

We succeeded in ecolliecting fiva zotor cars to
convey our attaeking party to Drumgulnn, #Fa painted
#onaghan number platos, and rplaced them over the
correct reglstration plates on the cars, so as to
sravent 1ldentification at a later date. %e'haé five men
in sach car - twenty-five Volunteers, all tolﬂ.‘ A
nusber of our men were armed with rovolvers - it would
ba impossible to coneeal any other type of weapdn -

while another party was aquipped with wire-cutters,
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It was very important to sever ths telephone connection
with Omagh which was the headquarters of the Enniskillen
Fusiliers and only six miles histant.

Our paréy arrived in Drumquinn without ineident.
The party detailed te cut the wires got to work
1mme&15t@1y. The party detalled for the liceﬁsed
premives moved off and suecaeded iﬂ disarming any of the
B.1.C. fauﬁ& thefe. I meﬁéd in ﬁith“tne zain body to
rush the ba;faéks. Ap we were closing in on the
barréqks, a. congtable, named Monnelly, casme Lo the door.
. Jim McHonngle drew hls revolver, and called on him to
put up his hands.' MeMonngle claims that ﬁunnally ;
reached {or his gun; in any case, HcHonagle fired and
shot Hunnelly dead. Gur party then rushed into the
marrack day-rooms. As I stooped avarAahe dyipg
constable, to cxamine him and find out if I could render.
medical ald, two shots rang out, and an ﬁ.i.c. sergeant
ecame rolling downstairs. McMonagle told me later that,:
as he came into the hallway, he saw the sergeant toue
aim at wme wi'h a rifle, from the.top of the stairs; he,
Hettonagle, then fired at the gergeant: - The .sergeant,
named Bradley, was later very highly commended by h1§
supariers for his loyalty, devoticn to duty and courage

in dafenee of his post.

¥%e had hoped for s bloodless victory; and the
shooting at this esrly stage upset ocur plans to a certain
extent. The bomba stored in the ‘barrack for its
defance ware Ropt upstairs,. and; as. the shooting
downstairs alerted some constables above, it was found -
impossible to rush the upper portion of. the barracks and
capture the bombs.: .¥e-collacted all the available arms

and ammunition downstairs, and retreated to our cars




which we had parked on the wrong side of the barrecks, .
and had to pass it by to get on the road for homa. Une

constable threw scme bombs out of the window, and we

found it nécwséapy to open fire on the windows to keap
him from throwing any more bombs until the cars coculd be
got away; #han the shooting coamonced, all the people at
the fair seurried out of the taﬁn-as fagias they possibly,
could, 1 don't believe a fair was seattered so quicily
before or sinca. |

It was now necéﬁsary to get on the road for home

in the shortest possible time as-we were obliged to [ass

the two occupled R.I.C. Garracks on the way, and there was
the posslibility timt tha garrison would be nlerted before
o arrived. 1 ordersd tho armed men to have their

reﬁolvers',at the ready, but not to fire unless compelled

by eircuvmstances to do so. ‘Tho first R.I.c.'post wa eane

to was Castledarg whero two R.I1.C. men were on the bri@ge.
They made no attempt to halt us, so wé prcceeéea on our way.
The noxt R.1.C, post was at Castlefin whers two R.I.C.

nen were on - patrol. .As 1n.§asblederg. no attenpt was

made to stop us, and we arrived back in the vieinity of
Letterkenny without further incldent, having tabken the faked
identifiecation plates off the cars boforehand.

In the end of 1919, a distriet inspsetor of the
f.1.C., named Walsh, was posted to Letterksnny. He
called on me ghortly after his arrival, but I let him see
I had no use for him. He snid, "I am the new District
Inspector here, and I want to tell you that you can rely
upon me®. 1 was inclined to be sceptical at the time, but
I found at a later stage that he was sincere, and he

proved it on geveral eccasions aftervards.




‘ {
After the CGlenquinn barrack attack where we went

unmaskeﬂ. the R.I.C. had a perfaect description of Jiw iy
Uawson, Jim dclonagie and myself. The.cdunty Ingpoetor,
R.I.C., told D.I, ®glsgh that.thay-wanted'us Arr@sted and
taken to Lrumquinn for ildentification. D.I, #alsh
persuaded them that bﬁmra was no useful purpose being
served by arresting ua..as he nisself had mot us in
different parts of the town of Letterkenny at the time the

raid on Glepquinn barracks was in progross. His statement
satigfied the Tyrone R.I1.C. officers, and we were not
arreéned; Had we been arvested and broﬁght in for
isentification, it would hava been toc bad for us, as it
would have heen quite casy to identify three of us, at
least. | | |

On a later occasion, during the course o a reid on
my home by P,I.C. and military forecas, qush came to me and
asked had 1 ény arssg, ammnnition\or seditious literatura

in the house. I told him there wers some revolver

amranition and literature in a draver in my roomn. Walsh

took over the gsearching of that particular room, and,
having secured the documents and ammunition, he instructed
the Britlish forces to search the house thoroughly. He

raturned the doauments and asmunition to me at a later date.

In 1921 when R,I.C. were fired on in ietterkenny
and one gsergeant and 2 constable shot, tho British forces
ware about to carrv out reprisals by burning some houses
in the town awneﬁ by pacple with natianalis* sympathies.
ﬁalsh took control of_the situation, and prevented the '
reprisals being carried osut. He was appointed Assistant

Commisgiener of the Odrda Siochana on the formstion of

that foros,



AL pha end of nuguﬁt 1920, the late Hell Blayﬂay
told mo that he had infbrmétion that Fanad liead comstguard
station wap about to ba evacuated. We had baen discussing
the possibilities of attacking this post at an earlisr
date, I the rumour about its evacuntion was true, it
was naeassary*te carr? cut the attsek imsediately. I
suggestad that the bast msans of obtaining information
was:. Heil Blaynaey, being an 1naurag§% agent, to go up

there, get in touch with some of the garrison undaer the

pretext of selling insurance, and he would have a good

opportunity of getting useful inforastion. He adopted
my sugé&ﬁti@n ami, having mﬁde n eall at the coastguard
station, he returned immediately to inform ﬁe that the
coastivari station wonld be evacuated insidoe n veek.

As n result of this 1nforma£inn,‘it wag necessary
to make hurried plans te atbtack the plaes. Aecordingly,
the date for the attack was fixed for the nilght of
Septembur lith, 1920. it wag decided that the attacking
party would Do drawn fromn thae Laaterkanmy company. . The
Voluntears from Fanad company wers to act as scouts and
guides. Qur party set oul by motor oar from‘Latéerkenny
and, on reachlng & pre-arranged rendez vous, wo wera
guided across country by Voluntoers ffom fanad compsny.
Un peaching the coastgusrd sta.lon, which was a solldly
constructed cement building, ve took up positions behind
8 wall surreunding the building and about fifty yards out.
The light from the lighthouso on the Head was diaconcertihg
Lo us. . The 1ighthousé kéepor, a man called Heshan, who
was friendly, on being accosted, handed over his ravolver
and extingulshed the light. I gave the order to my

. party to open fire, and, after o rburst of rifle fire, 1

called on the garrison to surrender, Aftor a short dolay

we gobt a reply that they would sorrepdor 1f wa wonlé nnaava
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their livaa; I told them that I had no 1ntentioﬂ of
taking life; and ordered them to come,with their hands
up. This.crdef'was compliéd with ilamediately., W@We theh
noved 1ntohtheaﬁuilding and eali@ebad“ninm sarvice _
revolvers.. On enguiring wherg the revolver amunition |
WQS ptored, I found that our rifle fire, 1h the firat
stages, had cut off the garrison from the scmmunition
store. Gn going to that storg; we got one thousand
rounds of ?QVQIVér.ammunition; gome gellgnite and a Verey
light pistol, with some star shells to fit. Yie delayed
soms time with the garrison, and they shared.some of theip
supply of cornsd baef with usa.

e were informed a few days later than a British
admiralty sloop was anchored in ﬁulrey Bay, convenient
to the coastguard station, The élbop waé there for the
purpose of salvaging gold from the ship, “Lau%&ntie“.
whieh was sunk in the bay by a German submarine during
Warid War 7, and had two and a half miilion péunds worth
of pgold abeard. For soms unknown reason, tho sloop
had left the bag that night, Had the marines besn in
 the bay and eomalto the assistance of the coastguards, we
wenld have been in a bad position. Of course, it is
poséible t%at ﬁhe Voluntears from Vanad woula havea
warned ug,! in advanee, of tha prasence of the sloop, ad

‘the sloop remsined in the bay.

In July or Avgust 1?20; instructions were isgsued
by the Volunteor organisation ﬁa railway driivers and
firesen to refuse to drive trains with armed British
forces aboard. Host of tham eomplied with the instruction.
One evening in September, 1920, 1nfbrmaﬁion was convayed to
me that a party of armed British amilitary had boarded a
train at Daerry, bound for Letturkenny. I was informed
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but a substitute erew was found in a short time. lI
colleéted a few Voluntesrs from Lettorkenny company, and
while we were discussing what action we weuld take, we
got information that the ¢rew was abdut to pull out from
Letterkennﬁ with thse enzine on 1ts return journey to
Strabona, leaving the coaches behind. I immediately
instrueted James'¥c§0nagle to got o shotgun‘anﬂ 50ma
cartridges, loaded with buckshet, and go to a certain _
spot whare I would plcw him up in my ear. Hy ldea was
to head out in the direction of Strabmne, get ahead of the
railway engine, and ambush tho erew. 1 picked up
Mcﬁonagle and set out. On reaching a point near
Glenmaquiﬁn rallway station, we heard the ongine whistle.
¥e lmmediately Jumped oubt of the car, and racad across

2 fiald to the railway liﬁe. Just as we reached an
embankment, the engine was passing and ée fired at the
driver - with what result, I cannot say. This aotion

ensured that our order was complied with in future.

In<Juna‘1921, Voluntesrs from Lettarkenny
company fired on a patrsl of four R.1I.C. men in the
town to Letterkenny, where one constehle - Carter - wags
killed and an R.I.C. éergeant vounded, In the
aariier part of this narrative, 1 have reforred to this
action where District Inspector Walsh took command and
prevented reprisals being carrlied out 1in the town after
the shooting. The attack was really an offort to
draw of{ British troops who were operating in great
strength around Burtonport to recund up the flying

column that was billeted in that area. The shsoting
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in Letterkenny had the desired efPect.

There wng no further eaetivity of a militavy
nature 1im this area ustil the Truce on the 1lth July,
1921.
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