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‘RTAWHENT DY COL'HAHDANT m*mm J. KAVAHM}H,

P\ EE I BUﬂE'AU OF MIUTAGY HISTORY 1913.21 | -

IR ﬂridqe Jtmt f‘araqe, Arkltm, uo.h‘ic!d.ow..

i . C . p
(O L. K

+ - e - . - .. B .
1

T 1oimd t.he Irish Volmt.eem ‘ln Arklmv nbaut Aprﬂ or !-ey, -

. N 191!;. X was then abont. ninet,een yoara of age. I uas born :ln Arklml. L

_-‘ s .

' (‘ur- usunl place for- mot.:meﬂ was at. t.he boys'* nat.:lonal achool o
where we' drilled \dth \modan g_lms. I.atar, vhen uo received some or
st the uns ﬁm Eﬂcoole, wa drillafl v‘.lth riflsa. Ne had rout.e marchea '

occasimallv. J’ t.hink Garry thnsh tha echoolteacher, wau one of
fhe officers, also Pat. Redmond, and t.he dr:lll imt.rnct.or wWAQ' ‘Pa,° Byme,
uho had heen a aerqoant in the British Amy "hsse act.ivities S
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contirmsd up to about. Septcmber, 1911;. ot

i
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Tn Septamher, 1911., wo hnd a mnf.e aﬂreh to ‘.‘.’oodenbridge, whero

i
A

T3

. "‘f . Voltmteera from all cver the Cmmtv were. asaomhlad 1n A big nela, near .
e ho mﬂm ataticn. John Reduwnd Fode- 1nto the #1014 én & whits -
horue, and addmsed the assembly He wis accmied by Cm FcSnaeney.'
_ natimal teacher, Anp:hrim nnd ‘.later B- Ha;]or 1n the Briti.sh Amy N '
L ’ Polntinp om. the raet, t.hat. we- m-e a nne onr of mm, Redmmd snid that
/.:_' e - he felt. nroud to be able to addma us, and ‘that _he’ t.houpht we would -
oL Serve the causo or Ireland better by nmung on the fields of nandex-s.
Aa a reau.lt of h:l.s -pnech, pt-aoticany all t.he mon dropped t.heir riﬂea

in the f:l.eld mﬂ valkod avay.’ I droupad nw riflo f.hore on, the ground.

o 1 had no furt‘hor cmmection t:dth the Radmond Volnnteers. In-
"‘»:.1 . | ';_ October, 1917, ‘we formad t.he r:lrat compmy of t.ha Irieh Voltmt.eov-a in
L ' Av-klow. | This -..cmpa:\y vns forued’ under the d,.mct.im of C.H. Byme. ; -!
' Hartin Redmmzl (now i.n America) was appointed t.he rirat. Company Capt.ain;
R \Itaa 1st, Li.eutenant, ‘and’ John Kavan&gh 2nd Lieutenant. " Our meeting-,
»._ place was. at the home or Hi.ss ’-!agqle O'Toc.'l.e, aftermrds Preaident of

t.hef‘umamnamnan

- - . - . - h - O ' th e
- . .. - . - e - L ' . E
. . .o IS . - B P . - -
", - ; . . - - - . R .,
- -, - . .. - - - - - R
4 . . . ! M - . . . 4 - . .
. : . Lo . Lo - . - . . .
[ . . - . . - .
) . A ! . " . . Lo e | - . . -
- ' ’ L : : - * - : . . *
) o . - Ll - - L . . -|‘ . - 40 .



".F

L L

Thera was a Btrang branch of f.h? Iriah Hat.ional Aid runn!.ng in

'*\rklow tovm at. this t.ima. It. was arganiaed by Paddy Pedmond, who had

' ‘jbeen an oft‘:l.cer m the Redmond Volunt.eers. ve and Hed Redmond
nperated :lt., ‘and collections uere hsld st t.he gatea of Kyroch'a avery '
' pqy_-—t;ay. 1 had not.hing to do with 1.1'..

b

c‘l'acu-t.fl.;r nftcr tho formt.im of the Company, Hartin Radmond went
t.o America, an:! I waa electsd Campany Captain; qeemua O'Brien of

© . Rathdrum was Brign.de o/c., an Jim O'Reotfo vias Battalicn o/c.

"'hera wio not. nm-'h acf.iv‘ty in f.he, Arklow f‘amp:my or Ficklw
l‘ Br;l,sade area 'luring 1917 -_n:l 1918 othor than m'opaganda uork - .
-':'distributing litorature B past:lnp np bil]s ete. = and trying to accumulate
| stoclm ‘We collectr‘d tha ingredients tor maki.ng gm-pouder from 1oca.1
- chemist ahopﬂ, and wo- colhctc'! lead ror the purpoae ot mking buckohot.
. ,'_We were actmﬂ]y n:akins; pikes as woll ‘ Some or the pikee were made by
:_a chap called xouney, a blacksmith in Avoca

- I bagan to. gat ‘uneasy about. the. fact. that. we hsd no small nrearms, :
_ d 1 discussed “the mttcr uit.h .seén }ci‘rsth, ‘,Soc?'etary of the Self-
Dateminat.ion League of l"reat Britn!n who, dentally, was ma.rr:led to .
N .an Arklow girl and spent. his anm:al laava in Arklow. Ho told’ e t.hat. '
- he; could supply mo, with revolvers ir I could arrange to collect then. m
» Iiwarpool ard pay caah for the':l. . agraed to ;mrchaae £50 uort.h a
.altogether. T think 1t wvan tan ravolvars and 500 rounda of ammmit.icm.

~-He arranged to loavo t.hm: at an address near ngehill St.at..-.., ]

E Liverpool and thav uara to be colleoted by m. " T went across to R

L:!.verpocl nwsalt, buf failed to got t.hem, and I. h'm to ret.nrn to Ireland

*,\dthaut. them. ) !‘ MO8 su.ppnsed ‘to co]lect them rrm Hei.l Korr, and he .

told ne thev had already benn col_'lectad for a.H Qe .

..’ )

q»hortly a!.'tar my mtnm to Ireland, “the, Late !hjor-General Tr.m Culler

came to llrklow md 1nfomed me t.hat. I uaa t.o traval t,o nublin immadiately.
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S
e sa:m smthinz on w bahalr, uher-eumn t‘ollins appeared to change
" : his vieua tmﬂle m. Ilo ehook hmds td.th me and congratulated

[ -

o He took w2 to Oullerswood ﬂmse m Oakley Road, uhera 1 mt
. ‘. g Hieha.el l"ol] ins ror the ﬁrst t.ime 00111313 start,ed off with ~ °

a terrib].e haranm and abused :ne at a rriuhttul rate, ror .

- . dm-inp fo 1nterrere by tanping a l-!eadqnarters source of aupply ror b

.‘ am I»!ichesl St.ainee s who was preaent dnring t.his 1nterv1aw,

.me ro'r trylng to aeom am He said there wero ao ma.ny people

' -" e t.an to avo!d goct,ing t.nem Be agreod t.o give ma a:lz rew;vers '

tor eash ane! *hm hmdred rounds or amitiom.. They were not

fhe tvm of revolm uhieh I m aet.unl]y looking far, but B .38
ravolvar made by Harrinrtan and P.ichardsm ot America. I got tI}_eao

Just. befom.the ganml elections .‘m 1918 : .

-

*-"_ i .a-,_.

o

, - An intemsfing aequal to oy viait to Liwrpool waa the uall

k*mr I.anﬁon arnm caso, when %dn ?cf‘rath wasg. amated m Pugby

i nlat.fom I caxmob deﬂnitely renmbor 'uhether he vas ams‘bed _' T

-~ ETRE

prior to mv imerview w‘l.th Collins or arter !.t. I ha.d u':ttt.en a’ N
1atter t.o qeé’m "c!:rat.h from Ho. 6 Harcourt Street and that ].etter
was t'mmd in hin :\mm;:lon men h.-. s’ arreatod._ N At that. ‘tine, I
did noi‘ lmmr \mera t.he headqnarters of tha I R.A uare, as 1 was, not.
uufﬂeimly lall kn;sm in the !’ovemnt. to be told. g I wnt t.o No. .;.:_
6 Hareom-b Street. to try and cmtact aomone in G.H.Q. and eomebody
suggested that I ahould ur!.to to ueﬁn Mcﬂrat.h trom there, _vh:lch pd dld.'
: AR

'rha? was huw my nam, %tthaw 33 Kavanagh" and "6, l!areom Stmt,
Dubnn" nmam on tpe lett.or .touml o Se(n ‘!cm'ath‘s posaesalon. S

-t

Mo whole case was :'mbnahea tn run 1n the "ﬂaﬂy xanﬂ, and t.he

eract 1nformt.ion canld be got from tha filea ot the “Daﬂ; Kaﬂ"
.ofﬁ.ce. :H‘r mrrouaa, tho }'mayer or the }ﬁd.'!and Gun c::mpa:v,
a)s; av:r;astod Bot.h ware charged u:lth -beinr hmlicated 1n the

morf.atjon orl" aru.-s to Irrland 'Ihev pleaded t.hat the arm were ror -

'..,.--.-. “_ . -oi__..,'-.
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] - the Ulater Volunt.eera. Hurrawea received a aentaence of a:lx mmths'
o 1miscnme'nt, -and ttof‘rat.h got twelve mths aedn Fcf‘rat.h did riot

am-:em- to e aatisfied aftar being aentenced. He shouted, "Up the

.ot

Pemblie 5l u’

o ﬁft'é:- my first iftrefuction, I had close comtact, with G.H'Q.: from .
then onmrds up to the t:l.ma of my m-est in Decembar, 1920. .

S - .
- . A . y

T Apr'n’ Vay -Tuna, :ms dehn 'h-ay, -uho-wﬁa' the Qiﬁrtemaatef__
t;t' Arklmf umparw and a brother of Taminn B'roy (nftem:-ds Colonel),
1ng:ama ™ trat he had a hrot.her (Eamonn) in the DiN:P., Dublin casu.a, '
who uaa uﬂlinnr to z!,ve ini’onmtiun 11‘ he could cunta.ct. the right perdon,

: Aa T had rm contact. wiﬂn -.H Q. at thiu ttm, I hsnded t.ha information

and his nams t.o alchedl '-‘sta‘lnos \lho, in tm, trammitted :lf. to G.H.Q..

qum t.im ‘.hl either June or July, 1918, t\m Speoial Const.ables .

Lt

R who were gnarding Xyrioeh’s workn, were arrested, through mistaks, by
thg R 1.0 far cav'ryilng fimarm.s. A hostﬂe croud fcrrmad t.o a.ttempt.

t.o rescue them fm t.he poliee, :In the balier that. thev were I R.A.

ﬁ-o:;: Waxfnm 1'hey wore actualiy trm Vaxtord. 'I'he crowd became
very hostila and at.mad t.ha po].:lea. ) n batm chnrga was ordemd, as ‘a

| result of ﬂlich aight members of the local 'Bmpany were. arrest.ed. ‘

: “?hey were tried berone 'uhat was t.hen lmmm an a Spec!.al crimea COurt.. .
T tar as I lmow, this was cme ot' the ﬂmt. of t.he Crims om-ts set up

i' m tho- cuuntry._ 2, in eonmnctaan \dth m-. M. J. myar, a solicitor

practta!.n}z in Arklow am! non Cmmty \-Iicklow Jlas:iatmr, hriefed Mr. Pecil

N
r

. I.avery, no\f a Jur!go at. the ..upmme Com't., to defend the aight mn
.f. arrestqd a8 'we had reeeivad special hstructiona from G.H. Q. that they .
" whre to v-ecogn.’tsa t.he f‘mu-t. : 'l'hia was, a8 :t‘ar as. I !mow, Cecil |
; I.avow'e f'.lrat appaarance 1n a pet.t.y seseicms Courf. and I think ‘his
' only apuaarance. ;. He- acf.ed f’or the eight men \d.thout rermmaration of

a.ny kind. m of them got. tuo mmths An 4a11, and the other Bix were

chuitted. . nne or -na men emvicted uns not a mamber of t.ho I.B.A..



S cortmty t.bat canduct.ed ‘the electim campaign of 1918, actlng ag
e ,pemonating agents, guarding poll:lng booths ot.c. T

RS

'- _-.meuon, Avoca, Barnr'arr:lg, 'l‘ogher or Ratmdmd Rathdrum, Jormuf.oun,

L 1!: uaa not there htar on. LR :-

o N N L.

Y " o Coel T s

-It m principally the members of t.ha locaJ. Cmnies :ln t.ha

v N S - . . .
. - -

. N ‘me ofﬁcer then 1n eharpu of the Sth Battal:lm area Mas Jim
X _O'Keorre, \mo uas a student 1n the forestry depart.mnt in Avondale
o Houee. . Avmdalo Hrmso wag used aa headquartera of t.he Bat.talian.‘

: O'Keefte was amated early in 1919 and impr:laoned w:lth Jack Halsh
o or '!at.hdrum, who 'was f‘aptain of Rathdm ompany 3 Jack Sm:lth of -
‘ ¥ Ki?liakey, .‘!shrord, ,vas o/c “of the > e Battalion at thia parlod. L :.' |

the’ location or t.he companiea waa at Ashford, I.nragh, Arklow, |

and’ t'lenaaly. Thera was a' Company in Dolgan;y at. this pariod also, bub

» -. o N . C . .o

) Thi.a area was div:ldod 1nt.o tvo Bat.talions > t.he northem pnruon .

- or the Cmmty being the z.th Battalion, and the amxthern portion be:lng
L tho “th Bat.talicm. " The, northom portim \mich embraced Aahford, '

Wicklow, 'rog:er, 'Iaragh and Delgany, waa under the commnd or Jack

: Qndth of K:I.}.leskcy, and the southern portion, Arklov, Avaoa, Bamdarrig,

Lot A
‘and t.he Brlpmde o/t:., Seamus O'Br‘len, carr:led on' the Battalion ror m.m.

Jolmstown and msnealy, was undar tlm cmmnand of Jim O'Keefro of )

K Rathr!mm. f' Jaek Snﬁth hald his appointmmt untn som tim 1n 1920

e

uhen he m amated, and O'Keaffe held m appointmnt untﬂ h!a

arrest. nbaut l-!arch 1919.‘ O'Keerre nmr raturned t.o h:ls appo:lntmmt.,

kS

At. this time ,H’yles Gullan m O/C of Arklow Ccmpany Jack Holt

‘ _ Iwas acting O/C or the Sth Battalion. 'S Later, Holt's ra.nk m apptovad

-='by G.H.Q. and he w8 appointed ‘Battalian o/c ‘which rank ha held tmt:l.'l

-_»June, 1920, . r was then Battalion ﬂdjutant.. Hajor-cenaral Cullen
Lo .cnma to nrklou and- veriried Holt'e appointmt. as 0/0. N Sth Battalion. -
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Appendix 6

National Archives Act, 1986, Regulations, 1988

BSTRACTION OF PART(S) PURSUANT TO REGULATION §

Form to be completed and inserted in the original record

S

in place of each part abstracted

Reference number of the separate cover under

|

which the abstracted part has been filed: v I 72 [
I —I
|

(i) H,uw many documents have been abstracted: %42

%

(i) The date of each such document: lef3fs¢.

L

L

(iv) Tlle description of each document;

(v)

Im WTl M Frin st fosr pr ,,w oy

!

[fprnTinn 5 & gpmemet madie

{ithm appropriate, a composite deseription may be entered in respect of
two or more related docunents),

I ) .
Reason(s) why the part has been abstracted for retention:

(c)Would or might cause distress or danger to living persons on the ground
that they contain information about individuals, or would or might be
likely to lead to an action for damages for defamation.

( These will be the reasons given on the certlﬁc?te under Section 8(4).)

{ /Vl/O O/M
e ,_/
Name: {J. Molon.ey._)

Grade: Col.

|
!
\
[
|
|
I
l

Department/OMice/Court:

Darer 7 ¥larch 2003,
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“on t.ha night of llt.h Febmry. 1920..

During th.l- period, Jaek smn. o/c. of the LK aatms.m. ,
amsted for a raid on t.ha mﬂ.e at Kﬂeoole Stat.ion and was sent. f.o.
T‘nalam! for a term ot 1mprisommt. : This ].ert. things nore or l,ees

dlsorganiaed in’ t.he nartharn part of t.he cmmty. T " L "“ _

. . NS '
‘ '

"ieauma O'Brien m ahot 1n an ambuah on R. .G. 1n Hathdrum toun
Fm:, Darcy, Paddy (Rad) mrme

v
S



e ,'- and Jack Walsh ware uith hsm on thia occasion. 'I'hey ware using the
2 .' "

’mvolvers, which I had lonned h:lm, and they proved :lnerfectiva.
qeraeant Mﬂligan wae 1n charge of the ): 5 8 C patrol. )

L meet!ng of tho hth and St.h Batt.anon ofﬂcers was held at

o / - Avoea, a repmsentative from G.H.Q. being present, in October. 1920, |
;o " The t.uo Batt.alims were merged into one and ¢alled tho East ‘Mnklow
'.'.-,-_/, '_ . Brigade. | va.s alected Brigade 0/0 Suhseqnantly, appoint.mant ‘
S s confirmed by 0 H.Q., and I held this appuint.mant ‘until the tive
/* - 'or my emat lkth ﬂecember, '1920. - e

_. I ._ I waS amsted by British mxm at O'Rarferty'a licensed
i P!'em'iqes in Arklcm, ina ‘back badrom uh:loh wo nsed as headquart.ars
IR "'here were no R.I.C. .prescm. at my amet and ‘the m!.l:lt.ary appem-ed

Caf T

f ‘ tohaveheonsumonedhastuy,aaaomorthemmmlycamp

IR . alippers. : I m accompanied by the Brigade Ad,‘jutant-, Andreu Kavanagh,

| -and tho maow Coupany Adjutant, Patrick Kolly. Nobody 4n- Arklow,
R 'hxc'e'pt.' ‘and mv Adjutant. who wis’ arrestod wn.ﬁ oo, lmew or the
o L . home we' uved as hea.dquartem and alvo as a covar!.ng address for G.B.Q.
‘ o comapcmdence. - The most eerious viev 6.H.0, had taken of - waB .
the erfect. of his careless t.alk and disctmsing the natura of . .
Headquarbers docmpta in a publichouse to the manager of. t.he military
barracka cantaen. } father and brother were amsted by t.ho |
m‘.llit.a'ry alao, and kept in cnstody for a fow dm unt!.l we ‘ware aafel,y
remuved from the tmm

o - Ve were brought. t.o the ud.litary bamoks at Arklw, and later
,‘ removed t.o Wicklow Ja.‘.l where we wore kapt, ‘pending t.'rial - About t.ua '
. mcmths aftemrds, we . were t.ransfemd t.o Kilrainham Jaﬂ. and .
.com-tmrtianed thure. Kavanagh and Kelly vere sentenced to two ynare'
1m'pr1.ﬂorrmnt, commted to one year'o 1mprlsorment, and I -was .

sentenced to fiva yeara' panal eerv:ltude, cammted to tvo yearaa“

_I
I
A
i
'

b



8.

I’imprisamim't.. ‘Kavanagh and Kelly were ralsﬁsoti. shortly after the

'Truce, t.heir sentenuea Mvil:uv expired, and Y was released in'

lDecemher 1971, Jmt before dhnistm

f a_\t_tho, time of my arrest, I was in the act of glupl!cating,ordei-a

 to ‘the various Companies. All these documents were seized by the

K .‘militm who arrested mﬁ. The onvelopes had nli-eady been addressed

to the various officers -wa just the word, "o/c., Arklou“ ro/C.,
Jolmatm" etc., no names _being giwn. or conrae, the milita.ry

! t.ried to extmct. 1nfomat:lon from m as to vho amctly the letters

were for, but I just laughed at them. I had pnvioualy cautioned
‘Kelly and Androw Kavanagh that the military would probably try this

. ruse and that, in the event of the mllitsry informing them that I had

. told everything, that they ware not to accept their \_tqprd This was

B objact preamblyhelng to gaf. the nama of the Gompnny ofticers.

exactly what the military 444, dut the two young fellows disclosed no
information to them. Ve were all mterrogatcd sepamtely, their

' Q_la of "the Cumann na .nB_an _giﬂ-.ﬂ_ﬁ_-m Hi?k]:qu,_ 'Kat'hloe!,: ?ge_acy,

whilst visiting me in the Jail st Wicklow a couple of days after my

' tromsfer there, informed me that there wae a gentledian going around the

* eounty, wearing a Péirme and stating that he was an officer fram ..

fanera] Headquarters. He informed them in Wicklow town that he was
sent down from 0.H.0. to reorganise the comty and convene & meting,

. ‘for the purpose of appointing scmsbody to replace ms and take reprisals

for my smst'. Y irmediately got suspicious, as I had never notified
G.H.Q. ‘6f my arrest, nor had any notice of my arrest appeared in the
press, and I told her to let the lads meidehmrandbeext-ra C

: cautim. :

Sm days a!‘bem. T heard that thi! al.leged G.H.Q. organiser
had used the correspondence, which.X had ah'eady addreesod, and mfxdo



. an effort to contact the various Ofcs. of the Gompaniea for the
mn-poso of convening a metinp at Bamc\arr‘.lg Hau of all the (:ompany
orﬁeers. Tt was a Bzdgade Couneil mbﬂisattm. : He act.ually
oont.aoted local Sinn Féin leadors in each area and asked them to
‘;E.mnsm:lt the corresponderice to the 0/C of the L.R.A. - They were
Inetructed by circulair to bring a list of the men, arms, amminition and
'r"ez;nimnt of each Coupany area uﬂ:h them. The Tuse was upset, due to

" ],’ the suspicions of the men. I think Wr, C. I{. Byma was primarﬂy
f behind the’ umet.ting or the ruse, and I am sure he cmxld give better

" information about this than I can.

. ': s ‘ ’ ’ : .' .o 1,

, T pgot a desoription of the gentleman anepud to be an m'gan!ser

o ‘.-Mmﬂﬂ.n. fronamambarofthacmrmnamnm, uholaterviaitedm,

- ,; | and a cauple of nights a!‘teruarda T aotually aav h:lm coming into Winklcm

| ," ) Jail, eacorting t.wo priaonera and beating them. : ?I rammbomd his raqe
| d:lst.*nctly later, on aeelng him. dur‘.lng w courtmart.ial et Kﬂminham

L courthouse, the T was awniting ‘&rial in one of the cells under thp

: com-thouse, I saw him walking  with a m:ll:ltary officer on a bank

overhead, cutside An the yard; I asked s fyiendly dianosed British

e aoldiar-, named Roper, who was guard!ng m ‘and ny tellow m.iamem, to

; C £ind out who this man was. - He want.a"ax. to enquire end, when he

G returned, he mromed me that he was a Sergaant Danny of  the- Royal

ST L areisen. Artillary, ataticmed at 'Ihnaght Co." Dublin, and nving at
o L Inchicore, Hé said he never wom uniform and he unduratood that he had

"3 tedephone In the house. 1 had the informtton about thisman

emveyad to Nichaal 00111115 d:lrect and, to the best of my lmanledgo, ha

waa round shat. somo tim later in a neld af. Inohioore.

_ ﬁﬁ;er pronmlgation or oy sent.ence, I was t.ransfemd with Pat.her

. Dominic, Andrey Kavana@ and Kelly to Hountjoy Pr:lam. . It was the
mtention of the military anthoritieu to.send me to Ehgland with Patho
T'ominic, but I was matruct,ed by N:lchaal smma, who was O/C..Pria
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at Moumtjoy, t» demand amelioration, which I d4id on the following
morning, and T was allowed to remin in Moumtjoy Prisen. Father
Tieminic. refused to apply for the amelioration and was sent to Parkhurst

on the Ysle of Vpght. This was about the month of February, 1921.

fn the 14th Varch, 1921, there were six p;-iéoﬁera executed on tho
one moming. Before the exeoutions, all the priscners in D, Ying
were transfarred to Arbowr Hill Prison and later transferred back to
Youmtjoy. Vhilst in firhour KHlll Pria;m, w2 noticod a prisoner on the
aromnd floor in a cell .by himself., He apreared to be isolated, and
all the prisomers were wondering who he was, as none of them appeared
to recopnise him. T recognised him as being Fod Broy, a brother of
our previous Company Cuartermaster, but I gave. no information as to who

he was. During Yass on the following Sunday and whilst receiving

Holy Comrunion, the priest - I think he wvas & Vather Sherwin - asked

me to go to the vestry. T vent in there and saw ¥ed Broy., He wos
waiting for and asked me to try to get Information as to vwhat
documents 'uare found in hlt;;?daak at the Castle. I got word out, and
a reply came from Headquarters, informing me that cne of Broy's
fallow-officers had destroved vhatever documents were in his desk. I
mderstand that Sroy intended geeking political treatment and on
receiving this information, he wms in a position to defy the British
authorities and plead immocence.

Seamms Dobbyn of Belfast ws the Prisaners 0/C when I arrived
in "oumtjoy and, on his release in June or July, I vas appointed 0/C
of D, ¥ing. Turing Octoher and Noveuber, due to the bad canditions
prevailing in the prison we ordered a general hunger strike for the
rurpose of having the A,uxilirr:les removed from the proximity of our
cells. They had been repaatedly‘ beating us ﬁp in owr cells at night.

As the Truce was on at the time a lisison offlcer came in and wo
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succeedad in our demand. VYe all were released at the general release

~ on Necember 15th, 1921,

Activities of the Arklow Company,
Tn 1919 raids were carriéd out by the Arklow Company for shotguns

from the farmers, so as to forestall the collection of them by the
®,1.C. He collected thirty and forty shotmms and a number of

. ohsolete smal) arms.

- Ve pot Information that a Rritish Officer, vho played golf at
Woodenbridpe, usvally left his revolver in his cloihes in the clubhouse.
Ve went one day while he was on the 1inks and got his revolver - a .45
webley and twenty rounds of ammunition for it. This revolver was used
1ater vhen three sentries who were guardine Kynoc_:h's tlorké were held
up and disarmed, We pot three .303 servica rifles and 150 rounds of
.303 ammmnition. The three soldiers were tied up and left thers,
Imzedinte)w after the report of this hold-up appeared in the newspapers
ve pot instructiens fram 7.H.Q. to send tho rifles and ammmition to

Mublin,

fbout this time a large mmber of troops who were quartered in
huts on the Forth Beach moved out for training. e burned the huts

without incident or loss of life,

On the return of indrew Halt to Arklow in 19;19 after his hunger-
strike in Yountjoy jail he was mot at the railuay station by the lecal
Mompany of the Volunteers. A big parade was held t.hrc;ugh the towm.
The R.I.C. 414 not interfero, but individual groups of soldiers tried
to break up the parade. - T succeeded in petting the civilians to loave
the streets and appealed to the soldiers to retum t-o their barracks,
Two particular soldiers tried to break through our ranks and got back

into town agein. I shot one of them; the other ‘returned to barracks,
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About. half an hour afterwvards a party ofAtnenty and thirty

soldiers ,arnad wvith rifles, returnad in ths direction of the town.

They opened fire\on civilians who were cangregated at the bridge corner,
An ex-R.I.C. van, who was in no way sy'mpathet:'.c to us, was shot dead,

A nechew of mine, -John Kavanagh, vas shot through the lunpgs and was

successfully operated on afterwards. He now resides in London,

: From early in 1920 wntil the time or'.?;w arrest T transmitted
Anfornation to A.H.Q. Rev, Father Hobbins, who was C.C. in Avoca
‘parish, had a brother vho was a Mstrict Ingpector in the R.I.C. in
_ﬂ Cork. The Tnepector wrote frequently to Father Hubbins who gave mwe

, the lettors which 1 forwarded to G.H.Q.

Tn 1918 Fynoch's mmition factory closed down, but a quantity of
. exvlosives was stored there, some of it not belng completely manufacturec

The PBritish maintained a 2i-hour guard on the works,

Farly in February, 1920, one of Kynoch's bmts called +the

~ "Nandelion” was loading explosive material, sowe of it completely
manufactured and more of it in an unfinished state, for transport to

. their Works in Fngland. T was informed of this by Joe Kelly, who
was an Jnteldipence man In the Company. He also said that there was
a- quantity of gelignite 4n the boat. I made arrangements to raid the
boat that nipht - Sth Tebrmary, 1920. Together with ten men of the
Company I corried out the reid. ‘e held up the sentry and seized his
| . rifle and fAfty rounds of ammmition. We captured two and & half
tons of ganmite made up in half-cwt. boxes and got successfully away
with it. HMone of 1t was re-captured although the town and beach wore,
raked for it night apd day. On instructions from G.H.Q. ths major
portion of the gelipmite was sent on to Nublin by rail in suit cases,
per Tom Maffrney who was a guard on the railway, A quantity of it

was hanfied over to Mick llewport for the North Wexford Brigzde. UWe also
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had to send the rifle and ammunition to Dublin. later, some of the
pelienite was used to destroy Aughrim and Red Cross R.I.C. Rarracks which

had beem vacatad.

"ra following carried out the rald on the boat on 5th February,
19:20:- |

+ vatthew J. Kavanagh (mysel?) Commany 0/C. in charge,
 Michasl freen

Joe Ke.ally

Jack Wolt

Vi1l4am Cleary

¥yles Cullen

flob Hickaon

Lauvrence VWhyte

John Kavapagh

Andy Holt

. Jamas TNolan.

In 1920, Y manofacturefl bombs, both {rom short lengths of rain
‘-ruat.er pipe and from the motal hoxes of cart wheels. They were fﬂled.
:w!.t.h melipnite and 2he ends closed with wooden plugs, and a fuse
"ingserted throurh ome of the plugs., Y started to manufacture thess
‘with the intention of attacking the R.I.(, Barracks in Arklow, not with
"the hope of capturing it, 8s that would be utterly fmpossible. It was
originally a military barrack, with a wall ten or twelve feet high
. surrownding it. The barrack itself stood a considerable distance back

. from the wall,

The time selacted for these winor attacks was when the people were

I

coming out from Sunday evening devotions. (n the occasion of the first

! attack wo used a oart wheel hox bomb. The man who was selected
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especially because of hic helght to throw 1t, was Myles Cullen,
??antain of the Arklow Compeny. ;!'!e had previocusly pralxctisad throwing
_l;tones of aint 'lar:.iéiaht. ‘:'-’henr-Cullen throw the bnmh ﬁt:. struck the
;tao of the wall and came back among the cangresation. Cullen had to
:‘take b wlth- thse fuze stlll burning and t-hl‘o';r it arain, Ve came to
!bf.he conclusion that a vheel box bomb was too~heavy for throwing any

. them.
! heicht or distance and discmtinu_ed making/ Ve then concentrated on

‘the rain water pive tyype.

: Tour such attacks were made on Arklew B.1.C. Rarracks during 1520,

after wo had pot the pelimnite. The first three attacks vere carried

'out by sewen or eight men eaech tims. One man threw the bomb and the

. vemainder, vho were armed with revolvers, acted as a covering party,

and to warn eivilians to keep clear.

f The last attack on the barrack was made by Jack Holt and myself
on the main rate. Ve placed a rain pips bonb underneath the main gate
at about 10 o'cloek one night. Haﬁng 14ghted the fuse we ran for
cover hut the fuse vent out and wo had to light it again. Pefore we
succeeded in getting round the corner for cover we were blown down by
' the force of the explesion. The R.I.C. came out through # smller
gate and fired at random through the town. ‘The following night they
came in uniform and vrecked my home. They loo‘l-‘-_-ed the shop, taking
sverything in the \dndw This was my home and the residenco of my |
aunt, VYaria Curran, vho was Sinn Tein chalrman of the Arklow Urban

NMatrict Commeil.

One Sunday in June or July, 1920, T took three Volunteers to
. Johnstown vhere an Aeriocht was besing held. Ve suspected the Aertocht
' would be supressed by the R.I.C. Ve went there to join up with the

| mombers of the Johmstown Company, fully prepared to choot the R.I.C.
| Uhen wo arrived in the field where the leriocht was being held the
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R.I.C. were already there. Ve moved tovards the three R.I.C. men:
they coved ocut of the field on to the road. Ve followed them and
they disappeared through the hedge. Ye follewed in the direction

in which they went but we never got sight of them agaln.

In Povember, 1920, I learned from Joe Kelly, vmo.was smployed
at Eynoch's Works and vho was an I.0. of mine, that an expert had
arrivad from Kynoch's Birrdngham torks to examine some "left over"
war material which was lying in the Arklow Verks. I immediately
procured a sample of it and proceeded to Mblin to have it analysed.
r5]1ins put me in touch with Peadar Clancy., He was in Sear HcMahon's
oftice at Andy Clarkin's premises in freat Srunswick Street (now
Pearse Street). I might mention here that prior to this incident w
had bsen firuring seizing a miniaturs manufacturing plant wvhich had
been lying at Eynoch's Yorks with a view to manuf;qctuﬂng our own
exnlosives in Mublin, ¥e had in Arklow an expért in the manufacture
of explosiires uh; had previcusly worked as a chemist in Kynoch's and
he thoroughly understood the rmanufacturing of explosives. He was
Paddy Butler and is at present omployed in the Department of Defence.

He was willine to give us any asslistance he could.

The sample which T tad brought to Dublin was taken away by & man
in olerieal attire to the National !miversity for anélysia. The
opinicn of Putler was that the sample I had procured was T.N.T. and
this, on anglvalis, proved to he correct. T met Peadar Clancy about
3 o'clock trat evening and he told me the result of the analysis. He
asked me when eould T _cantore the explosive. I teld him T would get
it that night. He arranped with Leo and Jimmie Fitzperald to came
back to Arklow with me and bring the captured material to Dublin, |
Ye started off in a car vhich had previously béen cormandsered,

Peadar lancy saw us off at Harcourt Street, leaving about 10 p.m.

and we arrived in Arklow about midnight. I drove the car as we
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‘could not use the lightas. I parked tha car an the outskirts of

(the town and left the two Fitzgeralds in charge of it. I then went

'to round vp soma of the Volunteers. I collected seven Volunteers

"and proceeded to Kynoch's Vorks, There was no sentry on duty near

. the store where the stuff was kept. There was a patrol man whose
. futy was to phone the military every hour and report. We left an

armed Volunteer with him and save instructions that he was to ring
' the military every hour and report "all well". 'a loaded the car
" with 211 1t could hold - 13 cwt. in all - and whet we could not take
we destroyed by dumping in the harbour. The two FPitzgeralds and I
thon otarted off for_ Nublin and arrived there without further
incitent about 7 a.m, 0 parked the car with the T.N.T., in it in a
garage situated in a lane opposite Fagpot Street Hospital. The ratd
| tock place on 13th November, 1920,  In addition to myself and the

two Fiteperalds, the following tnok part In it :-

Paddy 0'Brien, st Lieutenant,
? Joa Kem, Company Intelligence Officer,
' I'ichael Mulldgan,

Hichael Mreens,

Jack O'Brien,

Robert Tyrrell.

Later that morning, after parking the car, I wont to Vaughan's
Fotel to see ollins who had promised me same hand-grenados and
ammnition. He told me to see Sedn McMahon who promised to send
them on to me in a few days. 1In due course I got ten grenades,
25 rounds of ,LS revolver ammmition and 100 réunds of .303.

Previous'to this I had rocedved instruction in the handling of

rranados,
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About this period the railvay men refused to. carry British
't.rcops or war m.teriﬂlf Almost every morning asoldiers from
' Avondale Barracks tried to board the train at Rathdrum Station. The

train crew refuszd to move the train with the result that the driver',

. foreman and puard were arrested. I had figuwred out attacking the
. soldiers vho usually numbered about eight, Before doing so I decided
. to give instruction on the grenade to the officers of the Brigade at

a meoting in Barndarrig. [laving dempnstrated the handling of the

rrenade I lueckily decided to fire one. It proved to be a dud, and

not wnnaturally the officers decided not to go ahead with the attack,

Witness:

‘1
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