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Birdhill, Limerick,

former Quartermaster, 6th Battsalion, Mo, 1 Ti] ara; Brigade.

I was born on.lhth June, 1895. at Ballinahlnch.

Co. Tipperary, on a small farm of about eighteen acres, and
I was the youngest member of a family' p.f.' n:l.ne children.
" After attending the Ballinahinch Nationml &chool wntil I was
fourteen years of age, I left to go %o Workl &8 a builder's
labourer. After éight or nine yoars at thn£ busMgsa
I had sorved my time as _é ﬁasoﬁ. In the course of time

I nes laft the f:arm at home and continued to work part time
.on it and part time at my trade up-to a few years ago,

7hen I got a substantial holding of seventy acres from the
Irish Land Commission at Birdhill, surrendering in exchange
my old place in Ballinshinch. My time 1is nov exclusively
devoted to farming. | '

Ly first assoc;lat:lon with the nationa.l mwament
began in July, 19i7, when 8 company of Irish Volunteers vas
formed 1n Ballinahinch. From the outset the company had
about sixty members. The first. captain of the unit was
‘Jim Ryan (Dents), Birdhill and 1 don't. think there wers aqy

- other off:lcers eppointed for a good uhile aftervanrds.
The company met for drill once a week and the parades were
always teken by the captain, but he had as a drill instrictor
anot.:.her Jim Ryan, an ex-Bpitish soldier. 'Ho arre‘sta- were
made: in connection with the public drilling during 1917 or
1918, probably _becéusa we usuﬁl.‘_ly mobilised .and drilled in a

remote part of the country at Gortybrigane Cross. -
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As the threat of conscription developed‘ the strength
of our compuny grev to about two hunded men, most of wWhom
fell away again when It became apparent that the British
government had decided not to enforqa compulsory.militafy
sérvice in Ireland. i From thence onwards until .the Truce
thera were betwsen sixty or seventy msmhers.who were always
available for whatever operations thoy vere called upon to
pgrform. Ldke all other areas throughout Ireland. the
;rish Volungeers in Ballinahinch got some pikes made to resist
the conscription menace. They vere forged by a VOlﬁnteer
named :{!‘ﬁf/ﬂym. farrier, Nawport, but no uge was ever made
of these weapons. About a degen farmers in the compeny ares
had promised us their shotguns in the event of armed
resistance being nffered against tha-qnforceﬁent of

éonacription.

In January, 1919, Liem Hoolan, Nenagh, summoned a
meeting of representetives from the Ballinahinch, Newport,
‘Killoscqlly and Knockfune Companies at which he announced
that these four companies were being formed into a battalion
'to be knonn as 6th Battalion, Ko. 1 Tipperary Brigade.

At the meeting the following were elected as officers of
that battalion: -

COmmanﬂant - U1l1liam Glaeson, Lacken, Birdhill.

Vice 4 e Jim Ryan (Denis), Cragg. - B
Ad jutant - Denis O'Brien, t
Quartermaster: Hick Ryan,. Hawport.-

- After about sixz manths. Ilick Ryan, who was in poof health,
; was removed and 1 replaced him. To the best of m& knowledge
' there were no other changes in the steff of the battalion
_up-to the Truce. '



: ~ Each mémbar-of the brigade, especially the brigade
quartermaster, Frank Flannery. wes most punctilious in
regard to matters affecting his uwn particular department.
Returns required at fixed periods, I forget now whether thay
vere week1§ or monthly, had to be finished accurately and
promptly. As well monthly meetings of each department,
presided over by the brigade dapartmental chlef and
-attenﬂed by representat1Ves of that department in cach battalior
took place with almost unbroicen regularity from the time the
brigade cams Iinto exlstence until the Truce. For a while
these meetings were held in the toon of Nenagh until things
bacams too hot and all the brigade steff hed to go "on the run“
After that the meetings were held at different places An the

riral distriets.

Venues in the eountry of meetings convened by the
Brigade Quartarmaeter'ut which I attended as the representative
of my battalion were Collina's, Gibbat H1l1ll, Nensgh, Spain's,
Kilrusne, and a wood in Hount Pleasent, Hensgh. The:
business transactad dealt nmstly with money matters, arms
and armmunition.. Eaph battalion quarteronster had to hand -
over at that meeting a montfly levy of 30/- per company,
which was the brigede’s share of uhe-coﬁtributions, amounting
to 1/- per month, collected from each Volunteer,

| As well as attending these meetings, the battalion
officers had to make periodic visits to each company in the
battalion for the purpose of 1nspeoting parades, examining
. arms énd checking stores, even though, in most 1nstanceé;
tﬁe arms and stores meiél& consisted of a fevw éhotguns a
couple of dozen shotgun cartridges and a small quant.ity of
gelignite and gun powder.
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‘ The collection of arms from the civilian population

14 our battalion area by the I.R.A. took pléce-in 1919,

but I do not remember at what pericd of the year. Most of
fﬁe weapons obtained were sho£guns and._éﬁéept in & few
1ﬁstances. were handed over voluntarily Sy the owners.

Tﬁe axceptiops, of course, were loyalists w@o were opposed to
fﬁe Republicen movement, and in order to gecure the guns held
: by them it was necessary to raid the homes 6: such - people.

; Three raids, all at night tims, and d¢arried out by

aﬁout a dozen ;rmed men, took place in our battalion area.

In the case of Captain Twiss, Birdhill, a shotgun and a Snider
ﬁifle vere seized; in Goings, Crags, Birdhill, we.got tvwo
shotguns and a large quantity of ;artridges, and in Ryan®'s,
ﬁallyﬁaeeogh, one.shotgun was taken. A maﬁbar of the Cumgnn

' na mBan, Annie Coleman, who was friendly with a Canadian
soldier in the district on holidays, got a hs revolver from hi:
which she duly delivered to us.

: Through the collection and seizure of erms the
battalion acquired about sixty shotguns and two revolvers,
together with a quantity of ampunition, but I have no idea

now of the number of rounds. Each company kept the guns
obtained in its own arsa. No dumps were .constructed

Put ﬁhe arms were divided around among relisbls Volunteers for
care and safe custody. I don't believe the enemy forces ‘
ever succaeded in cepturing oven a single one of theaa'éuns.
thongh for want of proper hiding places a number of them had
“become defective by the time the Truce arrived. ?pe great
:aanger alvays qaa dampness. which damaged . vital parts of the
Iguns.such as sﬁrings. and also affected shotgun cartridges,
.causing the cardboard caging to swell so much that tha cartridg

could not £it into the bresach.

!



: About Febfﬁary. 1919, Sefin Treacy and Seumas Robinson,,
whb.were'on the R.I.C. “nue and éry" after tpe Soloheadﬁeg .
sﬂootings in South Tipperary, cams fo my place in Ballinahinch
where they remsined for a week. The only people in the
distrlct who knew of their prasence were our onn nousehold. .
Both men either stayed .in bed or gpent their time reading
1n the house during the daytime and went out for walks at
night accompanied by nyself or my brotnara. Bach of them
was armed with a service rifle and a revolver. iaurice
C?owe. a member of the staff of the South Tipperary Brigede,
ﬁisited them a4 few times and was present ﬁhe night they laft.
'#'guided the three men to within two miles of Castleconnel,
ﬁhére ve vere met by Joe Herbert, s local member of the I.R.A.,

.and they were talen by him to another safe refuge.

> .

| I think it wss late in 1919 that Lism Hoolan, vice

comzandant of the No. 1 Tipperary Brigade, came to stay in

ﬁy house. He was very much sought after ot the time.

Next day was a Churenh Hollday and he went to lass in

Ballinahinch but left the district after,nightfall. On the -

aay after.'the district was ralded by & bilsg pafty of police

under the. notorious vistrict Inspector Biggs, then in charge

of Newport and later shot dead at Coolboreen. four or five
‘miles from Hanport. On learning thit the police wore in the
':localitj, a sister of mine yuickly remembered that thrsee
'shotguns had beon left in our house & short while before

fby the Battalion 0/C, hilliam Gleeson, and a few companions
:who vere with him. Sho gathered the guns and ran with them ’
'to me 1n a field near the house. I hid the guns in a rabbit
;burrow. The police party approaching the place made & |
fairly close search along the fence whers the guns were
fconcealed, but they 4&id not find them, However, 1 was held up
:rand questioned, Lr. Biggs ﬁterroga'ted me regardihg the:
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3tranga men wvho was in the neighbourhood on. the provious day
and beat me when I denied all knowledge of such & man.
I;persisted in my dendals and finally he lot me go. Hoolan,

og course, was well away from the locality by this time.

I

f’ 'It vas obvious that someone in the Ballinahinch
district haed given away information. I+ was aftervards
ascertained through a womnn in the neighbourhood. to whom

the culprit unwittingly admltted 1t was he vho had informed,
that the person responsible vas a postman attached to Newport
Post 0ffice. His name vas and I believe he
belonged to '

[ ~ On 25th January, 1920. the Limerick Volunteers attacked
m;roe R.I1.C. Barracks. This barracks mas between.five and
Qix miles from Hewport, Co. Tipperary, and could be approoched
from the latter place, a d;strict headquartera of the R.I.Q..
by tvo different roads. In order to prevent or at least
1mpede raeinforcements coming from Newport, our battalion
-co-operoted with the Limorick men by erecbing road blocks
qn eoch road, ono &t Clonsingle and the otper at Clareglons.

# vas with‘the battalion commondant at Clonsingle, whers the
éotal‘force in action consisted of eight men, nearly all

from Ballinahinch, and st Clareglens Paddy Ryan (Lacken) and
John HeGrath had about & dozen men from the Rewport Company.

g In addition to erecting the road blocks, it was our Job to
érevent persons trave;ling to Newport from the Moroe directioo.
ée were on duty from about' 1l p.m. to h.o'olook next morning
énd rounded up about twenty travellers during the night.
%néidentally. the attack was not a success, or at least tho

barracks was not captured.

'
f
|
1
!
I
!
|
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Following the withdrawal of the police from Birdnill
and Killoscully, the barracks in .both places were destroyed
by fire about Easter Sunday, 1920. Both operations were
carried out by the local companies - Ballinghinch and
JKilloscully unﬁer the command of the hattalion commandant
agd the company captain, respeetive;y.

i
[

_ | _About February or.iarch, 1920, a Strong datachmen§ of
ﬁritiah soldiers, nuhbering about two hundfad, reinforced the
é.x.c. in Newpoft. taking over Rosehill House, & quarter of a
éiie from that village, and remained in occupation there
ﬁntil after the Truce. As a result of the withdrawal of the
ﬁolice from bthér stations, the R.I. c;.atrength in Hewport
from the time of the arrival of the military was 1ncreased
po thirty-two-men. " On being backed up by these reinforcements,

#he D.I. of the police, Nr. Blggs, becamp more truculgnt and
active than ever. . Be ves an extremoly bitter opponent of
‘the Irish Republican mbvement and in the force in which he
?gerved had few equals in that regard.-ﬂ He resorted to
;every-terior-device at his disposal in order to crush the
'I.R.A. 1n the district, burning houses on the slightest

'Jprovocation. shooting and maiming cattle, using old people

-’as hostagea. especially the father of Paddy Ryan (Lacken)

who lived in the Knockfune ares. On one occasion D.I. Biggs

surrounded 8ilvermines Church on a Sunday while ass was in

r

| progress, and as the congregation was leaving after the

; cbnclusion of ;he'éerpmony'every man, Uoman and cnilé was

| rounded up by the combined forces of police and soldiers.

;-Bigga_oidered the people to sing "God Sa&e_the King*, a-song'

' which few, if eny, of them kmew. On the people failing to

E comply with his order, he instructed his troops to fire over
the heads of ﬁne peopie with machine-guns and rifles,

. creating terror and consternation, especially among the women
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: The people stood up vwell to all the terrorist tactlcs

of! District Inspector Biggs and the vast. majority of them

|
stgnnchly observed the appesl of the Republican party for a

bo}cott of the British forces, particularly the police.
In Hewport village A young woman named |
1gnorea the boycotb and persisted in keeping company with
Black and Tans despite warnings from the local Voluntears.
She was seized by the DBattalion Adjutant, Denis O'Brieq.

and three other I.R.A. men. tho bobbed her hair. As a

reprisal for this action, the British forces nn Eewport burned

doun the local creamery. I Would say this occurred in April,

On 3rd July, 1920, the attack on Rearcross R.I1.C.
Earracks took place. The operation was planned and directed

by Ernie O'Halley, a G H Q. officer operating in County

Tipperary at the time. The majority of the men involved

cams fron South and 11id Tipperary, albhough the barracks

uas situated 1n the Horth (No. 1) Tipperary Brigade area.’
‘About twenty men from our'battalion, ‘dravn from the

ERemport and Ballinahinch Companies, marched to Rearcross,
,wnere within five hundred yards from the barracks on the’

[road from Newport we met Seﬁn Tresey, aftervards killed in

' 'Dublin. who was 1n charge of & perty of riflemen at that
particular point. It was thén about 1l o’clock at night.

On Treacy s orders our party. only gsome of whonl, about a dozen,
wers armed with shotguns, took cover under the road fence

and there awaited further instructions. Treacy explained

as the road vas véry much exposed to fire which would

certaigly come from the barracks as soon as the attack openead.

The assault began about 12.30 that night vhen rifle

|
l
|
|
i
|
|
i
|
I
f that it vas most important that we should remain under cover,
1
|
r
i
?
f |
f fire was opened on the building by a number of sections
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I
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I
|
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I

$osted round the bairacks. Other attackers oparating from

the roof of Flannery's house and business premises
adjoining the barracks broke slates on the roof of the
latter building through #hich paraffin 0il and petrol was _
| After about a quarter of an hour we coulﬂ
fsee from our position thet the upper part of the berracks
!wés on fire, and it ﬁhen locked as if nothing could prevent

ffthe attack from succeeding.  However, the hours dragged on

;anﬂ there was still no Qign of the police surrondering.
'fghout 3 o*clock in the morning the order was given to retire,
;Our'party.from the_éthiﬂattalion, without having been,
fcélled upon to fire a single shot, returned home after a -

, tough Journey through the lackamore and Cully hills

and got inﬁo,our on disfrict about 7 o'élock that morning.

Other assistance given by our battalion in that
attack was the blocking of tne tvo roads connecting Rearcross

and Neﬂport at Rossaguile Bridge, Derryleagh and Toor.
This was done by nmen from the fiewport and Knockfune Companies.

.The only occasion in which the 6th Battaiion. acting ;
on its own, attempted to carry out an ambush on the enemy
forces was early in 1921, wheén, in anticipation of a party
of them coming to arrest [ chasl Ryan (Taylor), about £ifvy
men dravn from the Ballinahinch and Newport COmpanies took
'up positions 1n the townland of Jortshane. Bvery man was
armed uith a.shotgun. und the battalion commandant, Willism
Gleeson, was in charge.,  After walting from ten o'clock at

of the enemy coming along and the order to dismiss was. given.

There vas a éfrong force of Auxiliarie_s stationed in

Ballina, Co. Tipperary, from the end of the autumn 1920

!

f

;

!

|

i

; night until tvo o'clock next morning, there was no sign
i

|

I

|

|

|

I

! .

! . L

| onwards. They weras well equipped with transport, which was
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widely used for making rapid sorties in;bfﬁask Limerick,
1COU Tipperary apd_Clare. Orderg recelved froon Brigade H.Q.
| requested that the roads ﬁetwéen the Limeéick-ﬁoréer to the
1boundary-of the battalion area-én_phe Ballina and Nenagﬁ roads
!

| were to be trenched and blocked so effectively'that the eneny,

particularly the Auxiliaries. could not use these roads.
'iThis order could only be executed mith safoty by night time,
Lanﬂ,besides, most, of the Volunteers could not get avay from
'their work during the day. It involved o consiGerable
lamount of hard labour with the pick, shovel and épadé-in
!order to cut trenches which had to be frequently re-opened,
laé the enemy filled them in.esch time his convoys used the
%oads. - Tvwo trenches cut outside Birdhill on one occasion
#ere neaﬁly camouflaged with a coéeripg of netted wire, sods
Fnﬁ road dust. A convoy of Auxiliaries coming from Limerick
failed to detect these road traps and two tenders which ran
right into them vere bcdly damaged. I cannot say if any
Fasualties occprred among the -occupants.. Ultimately, by
the . use of. explosives and an slectric charge, Bod de Courcy,
%1merihk City, made the road cutting operat;ons considerably
%ighter for us when he blew up the Kiluastullagh Bridge
én the mein Limerick-Henagh road. 1 gannot.remember when

this heppened, but between then and the Truce that bridge

o
vias not repaired.
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