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T was born in f;.arrig_atoghar on 12th July, 1891, on the farm
where I now reailde with my wife. I went to the local national
schoel and afterwards to the Nenapgh Christian Frothers until I was
fourteen or fifteen ycars of age and then stayed at home to help

on the farm.

T joined the Irish Volunteers on the night of thaii:':fo:r'-m&tion
in Yenagh early in 1914 or perhaps at the end of 1913. The enrolment
took place In the old jail in Pound Street on the site on which tho
present. Christian ®rothers School now stands.  Frank McGrath was in
charpe of all the arrangements that night and I was the olght member

entered on the roll,

In the months that followed a fow hundred zen Joined the ranks,
not alone from Menagh town bu' from within a raldius of four miles of
it. ¥y memory of the events between 1914 and 1916 4s very hasy but
I'm falrly certain that the vast majority of th:e Yenagh Volunteers
fallowed Redmond at the "aplit” in the antumn of 1914 and that at the
time of the "sing 4n 1916 there wore not more than thirty men in the
Fenanh Company under the captaincy of Frank FKefrath. He was then one
of tha ocutstanding figures in G.A.A. circles 1h Tipperary and played as
full back for the coumty and also for the locai club - the "De Hets? -
so called after the rreat Foer Teneral. 1 have an ides that,s short
time prior to the cutbreak of the Tnsurrection in 1916,McGrath was
fnjured in a match and that he was in heopital beforo and after Faster
Paek. This may account for the fact that at no t.ime,.. previous to the

Pising or while it was in progress, was there a mobilisation of the

Fenash ~“ompany of which I was then still & member.
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After the Rising the Irish Volunteer Xovemdnt fell away in
Fenagh area and I cannot recall having had eny associatiocn with tho
Republioan Movement again until srcund June or July, 1917 vhen the
Fenagh Company was revived on the iniative of Frank HeGrath, Iost,
if not all, of the men vho were in the Company 'up to Easter Heek, 1916
rejoined and, due probably to the results of the exscutions of the
Volunteer leadrrs after the RUsing mors than aﬁything else, a lot of
new recruits came into the ranks. Tn a few months it became necessary
to break up the Hennpgh Company into a nushor of Uompanies, PBesides,
the men from the country districts nreferred to have separate units
of their oun. Some of them had to travel up to five miles to attend
varades and mobilisations In the town, An Irish Yolunteer Company
was forped in Ballywilliam about Septembar or October, 1917 and, about
the same time, a 3irm Fein Club was started there. The Sinn Fein
Tlub held ite meetings in the Ballywilliam Creamery, a co-operative
undertaking, and wost of the sharsholders becarme momhers of the Club,
The chalrman was Pather Fallon. Very few of the Voluntoers were

cofinedted with the Sinn Pein club.

The Eallywilliam forpany etarted off with a membership of around
twanty men ond this m-adualiy ircreased until it reached eighty in
the followire spring. The firet officers of this unit were t- '

Captain - ¥illiam (Mleeson, Carrigatogher,

1at. Lieutensnt - Patrick KcDonnell, Carrigatogher,

@nd Lieutonant - Patrick Hogan, fortmore,

Quarterpaster - - wmyvelf.
Y were “rilled from tho outset by our owm officers, all ef vhom had
fdrmerly been in the Nenagh Commany, and there were usually two parades
each week. One parede always to;:k place on Sunday when there was
manerally a route ma.rch and the other parade wap on a we.:rineada.y or
Thuraday night. There were no arvests made in connection with publie

4rilling in th- district at any tima during 1917.
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The Conpcription menace may have accounted for the big incresso
in the mexhership of th.e Company which, as 1 have already said,
11m1‘:ad from twenty to eighty by the epring of 1918. In accordance
with orders from headquarters in Dublin every ‘Volunt.eer had to
vrovide himself with a gun or a plke for use in the évent of an
attempt beinp ﬁ:s:.:la to enforce Congseription. About twelve or fifteen
rmen had shotruns in their hores and these weapons were at their
disposal at any time. The pike heads were made from blades of
gsheep shears, each shoars providing two heads. ~ The leg of the shears
was fastened to a wooden shaft. Ironicaily encugh, these ahatts,'
wlhieh vere in plentiful supply, had ﬁeem provided by His lajesty's
Forces who, a few years before, had manoeuvres ‘1n the area. Sa.?‘pers
had used them as polea for the purpose of carrying temporary
telepraph wirse but overnicht the poles had a].i disappesared. They
wore ideal for handles for different farm implements and the local
faroers vere quick to avail of the opportunity to get something for
nothing at the expense of the British fovernment.

t'ith the renewal of the Conscription threat thers wes no decline
in the strensth of the Volunteer membership in the Ballywilliam
dAistrict, nor,for that matter,in any of the Companies in the
neighbonring parishes, Portroe, Pallina and Pushfield. Our Company
and the others'which T have just named were toﬁned into a battalien
about February or Farch 1918, which becam known as 3rd Battalion,
Fo. 1 Tinverary Rricade. The first Cormandant, was ¥illian Gleeson.
T think the Vice-Cormandant was Paddy lchonnell who, within a year,
had repleced illiam Meesen. Other officers on the battalion staff
were Michael Vaughan (Vedeer), !fichasl Kermedy ( The Rajah) and Jim
(Sunny) Hogan, but,beyond stating that I believe Vaughan was the first
Adint=st an?d that he was replace: by Hogen end that Kennedy:

sucseedad ¥eNonrell as Vice Coumandant, I cannot give more detalls,

s R
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ls far\ﬁé: I ean racollect I was anpointed Quartermnstor about

' fentember or (etober, 1920, I am not able to remembor the nawss
| of the officers of ti'le Companies due to the lapue of timo and also
because there were a lot of changes from time to time owing to

| arracats and intornments.

Apart frox drilline,our battalion was m;t involved in any kind of
activity durine 1918 or 1919. The area was quiet wntil the end of
the latter year whoen 8 nunber of the bHig houses owned by loyalists
. were valded for armv, Fost of thess ralds wero under the coentrol of
Paddy “¢Monnell and the enly one in vhich T participated was at Pat
"onifield’'s, Shallee, Silvermines, where ve vot 8 shotmun ond a
revolver, This raid,oocumd at. night end we vare armed w:\.t;.h shotguns,
Rondf4ald was held up a5 ho onened the door to let us in and there was
no resistance. There were ahout a dogen men in the raiding party,
all from the Ballywilliam area.

The first armed attack in which I took part on British Forces,
and for that matter in which any of the men of the 3rd Battalion
naTt_!eipat.ed, was at Norrisckane on 26th June, 1920, when an attempt
was pade by the Forth Tiooorary Bripgade to capture the police barracks.
A tartv of twelve men under Paddy Mefonnold left Ballywilliam for this
encaganent.  They were, Jin (Sunny) Hosan, Javes frace, John Kelly,
Pat oran, James and Tom Burke, Hilliam Ryan, John Rondfield, Denis
N'Rrien, Jin ¥cNonnell and myself. A cart containing a shotgun for
each man left Ballywilldam carlier in the evening for Congsr Cross
outelde Bo. riackane. ‘e left later on bikes and travelled through
Ballycormon, Knigh Cross and Leshaorna to reach foheruore, where, in a
quarrv, we joinod up with the ren from the other Battalions. This
quarry wvas nearly a n:lilﬂ from Rorrdsohkane. Frank Melrath was in charge
of the whole force. He divided the men into sections 3nto one of which
were put ten of the men from the 3rd Battanm;: and three ﬁrleman !‘rorn

the Yonevgall arca. John Pondficld and Nenis O'Brien were the only



men who came with me to be put into another seotion whose part in
the attack was to bring petrol in bhottles from the quarry to a house

next dcor to the police harracks.

Our section was under the control of Liam Hoolan, a member of
the Rrirade staff., Ve were guided into Borrisokane by a few local
Volimtesrs and got in by the rere of two adjoir;ing houses, one a
Jew=1lerts shop and the other a satdler’s place in which we occupied
nositions at the upstairs windows. These two ho}maa were on the
main street alwost opposite the barracks. About twenty-five yards
to our laft another section cccupied the front or school portion of
the "envent,

The attack on the barracks startad after midnight. From our
nositions we fired odd shote at the windows and portholes of that
building. Mur firine oust have heen fairly effective bacause through
the three windows in the house where I was placed only one police
hullet entered. In all T fired only about a half a dozen shote and
T would say that every man in our section .f.'irad-roughly the sama

number,

thile we were firing at the barracks the main assault on it s
talkkine place from a houde adjoining 4t from the roof of which a hole
had been bro!ten on the barrack roof through which pstrol and bombs
ware beine thrown. A lot of smoke was coming from the inside of the

barracks but I saw no sign of flames at any tire,

"t atsut S a.m. the nolice were showing no sign of surrendering

and we got orders to relire. e left the village led by Hoolan,

" alang the same route by which wo had entered 4t, to where we had left

our bdilkea. All the 3rd Eattalion contingent wmre now together and

. w8 set off for hems goling through Puckan and Ballycommen back to

3

. Rallywilliaw.
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4 mﬁy of about six men under Paddy MoNonnell entered Portroe
on 34 Novemder, 1920, and fired at the R.1.C. barracks there,

woundins “enstable Sullivan near the door of the huildins.

On 26th January, 1921, a party of about fifteen or Bixteen men,
armed with five or six rifles and the rest with shotmms » occupied
nositions at The Muarries two miles from Port.rob. The party was all
drawvn from the 3rd Pattalion and wae wnder the cormand of the Battalion
0/C. Vo were waitine for a patrol which was expocted to coms out
from Fortroe Station, and w staved in ths position all day until
nightfall, but th~ police did not come alonp. Ve then roved into the
villare of Portroe. The riflemen started sniping the R.1.C. barpacks,
f'ir_ing ghots at intervals. Tach man diacharggd about ten rounds.

"he volice made no attempt to coms out, I was with a group of five
men aquipped with shotmuns and we were placed in a laneway beside
Praviey's howe in the village.  About half past nine an R.I.C.
ﬂer;oant named ()'Gonnor came walking past us from one of the fpubs™,
Fe was fired at and woumded. My brother,Jim, who tas also with us

was eceidemtally wounded by one of our own men.

There was considerahle shooting from the ﬁ.I.G. barracks from the
time the snipineg started and a lot of worey lights were also sent up.
These lights attracted reinforcements from K41laloe and Nenagh but,
after the wounding of Uergeant O'Connor, our ptarty withdrew and we had

gene before the arriv=l of the reinforcements.

From that occasion until the Truce, Portroe R.I.C. barracks was
fired at so often that T cannot give tha detq.ils. The I.R.A, s'nipir;g
pirties varied in etrencth from three to six mem and always used rfﬁ.és.
These rifles mostly came to us from the Mid-Iimerick Rrizade or from
Limerick ~ity. The snlping occurred at all hours throughout the night
and nometimes by day and was mostly carried out at ranges varying from
one hmdred to two hundred yarda.
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“ha rrincipal idea hehind these sniping sctivities was to
harass the molice and keen the rarrisons An the bie enemy centres
1ike Nenagh and ‘E{llaloe occupied in cominz to the relief of

Portroe.

fbont. the mid-.ilo of Petruary, 1921, an R.;]'.C. ﬁan samed Cerroll,
a native of Rallywilliam, Menaph, came to the 1ﬂt.'t;er town on a
convoy which was remaininz overnisbt. At f.he -tima this man was
stationed in Coumty Cork and he decided to go out to see his own
m™ople who 1ived about five wiles from !!emanh'. He borrowed & bike
and cycled hore under cover of'darkness. His father and brothers
were alive at the tire and none of then had any connoction with the

fepublican movement.

I.m Lonstable Carroll landed hore, .
was sitting in the kitchen and he heard éé;rré:ll explain how it
kapnened that he wade sueh an unexpected visit and added that he
would be returning to Menagh next morning. was an actlve .
menber of the Ballywillia™ Company and on leaving Garroll's he
reported to either the Fattalion Commandani, Paddy Mellornell, or the
Compary Captain, Jim Rurke, what he had learned in Carroll's housé,
lext morming as fanstable Carrol) was return:lﬁg to Nenagh he was held
up at_Pa'llyhmkey- lane at aroumd 5 o'clook hrv 8 party of five members
of th'e Pallywilliam f‘or.:pany. Kelornell waal in charpe of the hold-yp.
Carroll, who h_a.q been rushed and overpowered, was brought prisoner to
Counm Meuntain. Vord was ment to Captain Fichael KeCorrack, a
F.H.N officer, who was in Uorth Tipperary at the time, inforoing him
of the capture of the policeman and msking ror instructions as to how
he should be dealt with. Hcformack ordered his execution and the
o~lern wore ca~ried out by a firing party of five men under Paddy

¥ehomnell.  The execution took place ir Ballycommon.



Constable Carroll had ficured in the aftermath to the rescue
of Sean Fogan at Knocklong atation in lay 1919. {#l¢ had found some
incriminating svidence during the search of the train from which

Homan had been taken by his reecuers. Three or four I.R.A. men were

in custody avaiting trial on chargea o murdering some of the police who

had been eocorting Voran. It wan knowm to us at the time that

fonsteble farroll would be sivine evidence at th‘l.s trial and this,

T believe, was the reason vhy he was exccuted.

“he next and last action in the 3rd Battaldon area, apart from
the sporadie riring at Portroe _R.I.C. bamcke,. occurred on lith llay,

1921, at Yonroe on the road between Portros and lienagh and two niles

from the formar place.

"o policemen from Portroo barracks had gone into Fenagh earlier .
in the dey on hikes to brine out a supply of wmifors caps for the men
In their statien. Yews of this reacked us and & party of eisht men,
vith Paddy Ychormell in charge, were rmobilised at Monros to attack the
nolice on their rsturn Journey. "ho men comprising the party were
Tim Purke, Mnny Fayes, Jim {Sunny) Mopan, Paddy KeMonnell {Grallagh),
Pat Sheehy, Jim Sullivarn, "!ick Vauphan and nyself. Tach man had a
shotrun and a few of us also carried rovol.vers_;. ‘e got positions

behind the road fence just beside the Protestant Church,

The two policemen came cycling towards us about 3 p.m. They
ware gbout fifty yar?s apart. | The first man had just coce around a
bend on the road and vas about ten yards from us when Paddy HeDoumall
(frallagh) ond a8 couple of others opened fire. The policeman was
wounded but he Jumped off the bike, got acros'ﬁ the fence on the other
side of the road, and then nade off undor cover through the fislds.

His eosx;rade never caro under firo at all because as scon &8 he heard
the shooting he halted and, leaving his bike on the road, also ran
away through -t.ha fields. PMoth policemen made their escape and reached
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itheir barracks during the evening. Ve captured the two bikes and about a
|

|

|dogen uniform caps.

E
‘F The main road from Limerick to l'enagh and Nublin ran through the
:"-Ird Battalion area for a stretch of ten or eleven miles, fOrders from
;"*r.‘l;:r_arle Headqm.rters towards the end of 1920 stressed the importance of
Emking this road impascable for e;xez-:w'. 'ifansport. " Yo effort was spared
!1n putting these orderns into offect and throughout the winter and
gcmuards to the "ruwce the Rallywlilliem, Rush'islt and Ballina Tompanies
jsmnt., on an averape, two or three nighta per week on road cutting

opnrations, Of coures, the eromy troops ropeatedly filled An the

!
|
'trenches which hod been cut, but on that night or on the following night
ithe trenches were re-opened and soratimes even widensd., Another main

;roaf.‘! vhich ran alene hy the Shannon from Rallina %o Portroe and ;n to

il‘!enap;h recelvnd aivilar attention. As the vericed of hostilities caxe
%0 a clode in July, 1921, the two roads in question wera of very 1ittle

‘use to tho enemy.
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