S 143

1)

-

. rgm

-

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1918-21
BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1813-21

- ORIGINAL

NOo. W.S. /4 3%

b}

ROINN COSANTA.

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY, 1913-21.

STATEMENT BY WITNESS.

DOCUMENT NO. W.S... 137

Witness

Thomas Nohilly,
Allenswood,
Luean,
Co. Dublin.

Identity.

Company Captain.
Battalion Adjutant.

Subject.

A

Activities of Tuam Company, Tuam Battalion,
Irish Volunteers, Co. Galway, 191,-1921.,

Conditiens, if any, Stipulated by Witness.

Nil.

I 2173

T File No .eieeeeeee.
Form B.5.M. 2




-

BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1813-21

Pz BUREAU GF MlUTALRY'HlSTORY 1913-21

No. W.S. /43

@ STATEMENT BY THOMAS NOHILLY,

i
l‘.
|
Allenswood, Lucan, County Dublin. \
E
!
|
1

|

I was born in the month of November 1896, and was
] . .
educated at the Franciscan Monastery, Cummer,lCo, Galway.

| .
My first association with the nationallmovement was

in the year lth when I joined Fianna Elreanniln Tuam

I
Liam Mellowes was the first organiser of the !Fianna in
Tuam, and when he had completed the organisiné work, Liam
~Langley, afterwards head of the Fianna in Dublin, took

» -
charge. Our,strength was about thirty-five, |and the
i L
majority were, apprentices serving their time}as shop
|
assistants in various business houses in the town.

We d4id our training about a mile outsidF the town,
near the village of C-luainthoo, in a field own%d by
William Concannon who charged us no rent. Ou# training
was under the %upervision of LiamlLangley; aﬁdlconsisted
of some foot drill and ‘arms drill with .22 rifies. We

also had target practice once a week with the i22 rifles.
|

We organised football matches and sports meeti@gs. At
|

one of our sports meetings in Tuam, I remember ;that

|

special trains were run from Galway City, Gortiand‘
Claremorris. - I remember that, on this occasi%n,Larry
Lardner from Athenry - afterwards one of the le?ders of
the County Galway Volunteers during Easter Weektl916 -
was handicapper. Ve had a revolver as one of the prlzes.
We met with great success at football, our Flanna team

l

winning the junior champlonship of Gaiway from a

Balllnasloe team. The matchn was played in Athenry.
. |

|
b
1
|
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'We travelled about a good deal to football m%tches and

concerts, and on those journeys we were alwa&s followed
|

by two members of the R.I.C. on bicycles. ' On one
occasion, after a football match in Dunmore,lwe were
returning to Tuam by brake, accompanied as u%ual by two
R.I.C. on bicycles. One of the two hung onito the
brake as he cycled along, to hear what was béing'talkéd
about, but one of our number carrying the trﬂcolgur hit
him with the flagstaff until he was forced to let go his

|
hold. , i
' \

I remenber that, shoftly before Easter%lglé, I was

taken for a walk one evening by Volunteers Seén Forde and
|

Joseph Cummins. They sounded me as to what i.woﬁld do
in the event of a fight for freedom. I must have

answered satisfactorily, as I was sworn into the Irish
. |

Republican Brotherhood about a.week or so aftérwards, by

. |
the same men. Patrick Dunleavy, afterwards 0/C North

Galway.brigade, was also working in Tuamat the time and

was sworn into the I.R.B. the same time as me., Meetings

of the I.R.B. were held in Connolly's forge iniHigh'Street.
I cannof remember anything of the meetings exc%ptlth&t
Liam Langley presided at them. As far as I kﬁow.ihe was
head centre.for:tﬁe whole North Galway area. iOther
members of the I.R.B. I remember from that timé were
Thomas Kilgarriff, afterwards Brigade 1.0,, Noﬂth Galway
brigade, Con Kennedy of Dunmore and John Cost%llo of
Killower, near Tuam, both of whom were also ver&
prominently associated with Sinn Féin, and two %rothers
named Connolly who owned the forge where the.me%tings wéf

|
held. ' |l

|
!
|
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Before Easter Week 1916, I had been Jransferred
from the Fianna to the Volunteers. On East%r Tuesday
1915, I was summoned to a meeting of the I.R}B. at
-Connblly’s forge. I received the summohs f%om Liam
Langley, with instructions to go to Confessign before the
.meeting. I went to Confession to Fr. Henaggan at the
Cathedral, and arrived at the meeting place ébout 9.3%0 p.m.
There were nine or ten men present when 1 go% there. I
remember that three or four side-cars, full éf R.I.C.,
paésed by Conn?lly's. They were from Castl%hackett,
Cummer and Headford barracks. The general %obi}isation
centre for the North Galway Volunteers was aq the fair
green, Tunam, where they were to be assembled @y midnight
on Easter Tuesday. The nine or ten men who ?tteuded the
meeting at Connolly's forge all went to the m;bilisation
place. Liam Langley was in charge. I diad hbt at that

time know of the rising, or of any plans in connection

with it. }
i
L

We were armed with three or four out-of-date rifles,
a8 few shotguns and revolvers. If all the Volunteers
from the surrounding districts of Dunmore, Syianewand

Kilbannon had turned up at the mobilisation ééntre, there

|
i

would have been about thirty men, all members of the I.R.B.
I remember that Patrick Dunlsavy and Joseph CuFmins were
sent by Liam Langley to meeﬁ the men who were éxpected to
come from the Dunmore area. We waited at thg%fair green
until daylight, but neither the Dunmore men no% the two
men we had sent to meet them had come by that #ime; We
then dispersed, and there was no further mobil%sation in
Tuam, as far as I know.' I learned afterwardsﬁthat the
men coming to the mobilisation centre from Dun%ore were

1

arrested by R.I.C. just outside the town of Tuam. The

1 .
two men who had been sent to contact them were glso

1
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arrested. Three of the Dunmore men arresﬁed were
Michael Ronan, William McGill and Thomas Killgarriff,
afterwards brigade I.0., North Galway brigadg. Liam
Langley was the only one from Tuam who was a%rested in
Easter Week 1916. Tﬁe plans for the Horth Ealway

Volunteers, as far as I know, were that théy:would proceed

|
]

to Athenry on Baster Tuesday night, or the fbllowiﬁg day.
They were to be taken there on a train driveé by Volunteer
Sam Browne who was a loco engineer attached to the Creat

1 '

Southern and Western Railway Company. i
|

The reorganisation of the Tuam compang of the Irisn
Volunteers took place late in 1917. I beca&e company
captain and the two lieutenants were Joseph éooney and, I
'think, Frank Farrell. The strength was abouﬁ thifty-five,
and drilling was done openly at Parkmore, clo%e to the

town. The drill, of which I took charge, wa% very simple,

and consisted of foot drill and marching in siep;
| :

!

There was a strong Sinn F&in Club in Tﬁam'about
this time. The principal organiser was Prof%ssor J.B.
Whelehan of St. Jarlath's College. The oth%r prominént
membgrs were Gabriel Guy, a solicitor, who af%erwards
became ﬁistrict Justice in Ballina, Co. Mayo;! Michael
Dwyer, M.C.C., HMichael Hoey, a native of Braﬁ, Co.
Wicklow, who was both .a . Volunteer and a verﬁ acpive
member of the Sinn Féin Club, Martin Joseph N%hilly who
afterwards emigrated to Aﬁstralia and died the?e,-‘and
John.Burke, manager of the "Tuvam Herald", a go?d,.
national, local newspaper: I remember that Michael Hoey .
was sentenced to six months imprisonment for-a:seditious
speech which he delivered in Tuam, either in cénnection

x
with the general election of 1918 or with the Feading of

the Republican proclamaﬁion. He served part éf the
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sentence in Galway jail from where he was t%ansferred

to either Dundalk or Belfast jail, to finisﬁ hié sentence.
He received a wonderful reception in Tuam after his.
release, but he did not remain there. He w%s an emplovee

of the Irish Land Commission. : ‘

Public meetings were called in Tuam té protest
against conscription. The prinecipal speake# at those
meetings was Rev., Fr. Owen Hannon, Adm., Tua%.

|
In December 1918, the Tuam company ofﬂthe Volunteers

canvassed on behalf of the Sinn Fein candidaﬂe, Dr. Brian

Cusack, a dispensary doctor in Turloughmore. He was in

jail at the time of the elections. I remember that, when
! ' !

he was released in June 1919, he was wearing % beard.

Volunteers did duty at the polling booths on boliing day.
1

I remember I was at the booth at Caherlistran? with

battalion commandant Michael Moran. Caherli$trane was a

|
Redmondite stronghold, and word was receivedlearly on

the morning‘of the polling that voters were b?ing

intimidated by the anti-Sinn Fein element there. I

remember that, when we heard this, Commandant Moran and I,

b

accompanied by nine or ten Volunteers, traveljed by side-
car to Caherlistrane and remained there all de. There

\
was a landslide in favour of Dr. Cusack. :
1

Prior to the general election of 1918, hine or ten

|
officers and men of the Tuam and Corofin companies of the

|
Volunteers were arrested by the R.I.C. and cha?ged with
I
illegal drilling under D.O.R.A. They recognised the

foreign court, gave bail and were released. #o revive the
faith and spirit of the Voliunteers, I was chosén tb
drill them publicly, with a view to being arre%ted;and
getting an opportunity of not recognising the éourt. T

l

|
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took them from Tuam to Gardenfield .for a route march
o

and back again to Tuam where I dismissed them in the

Square. I remember that was on a Sunday, ebout a month
or six weeks before the general election. I was
arrested in January 1919, charged under D.O. B A. and
sentenced in Galway to two months 1mprisonme9t, with a

further two months in default of bail. I was released
' |

in the first week of June 1919, having serveé my full

sentence in Galwey jail. i

I
' |
Seamus Moloney, afterwards battalion. 0/C,

| :
Glenamaddy battalion, Volunteer Thomas Staunton and
i
Volunteer Michael 0'Sullivan were arrested at the same
. ’ \
time, and each received a similar sentence td mine, for a

similar offence. The four of us were released at the
- l

same time. We went to jail purposely to re store the
morale of‘the people‘anq the Volunteers, anad %ere glad to
~learn, on oﬁr release, that our object had been achieved.
On our.return home by car from_Galway Jail, we were met
outside the town of Tuam by a huge processioniof the
‘general publie, headed by a large force of Voiunteers
There was a very large meeting in the Square whlch was
addressed by Professor Whelehan and Michael Dwyer, M.C.C.
Dwyer made a fiery, fighting speech,‘for whicq he was
sentenced tc four months imprisonment, ‘He w%s not a
Volunteer but was one of the local leaders of%Sinﬁ Féin.
Michael 0'Sullivan, one of the four released ﬁrisoners,
was at the time cashier in the Tuam branch of &he National
Bank. An agitation had been started in Tuam %hile we
were in prison, in connectlion with his positio% in the
bank. The Tuam Town Commissioners took'up the‘question
with the bank. All customers threatened to withdraw

!
. . A . L
their accounts if he were not reinstated on his release.

|

!
i
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He did not lose.his employment but was transferred to

Belfast. I do not ¥now how he fared afterw%rds. He was

|

a native of Miltownmalbay, Co. Clare. ) |

L
|

I was just released from jail about t%e time that
réids for armé were begun by the I.R.A. Thé moﬁent we
heard that the R.I.C. were taking up their gﬁns from the
farmers, we commenced to forestall them. Tﬂese raids
were only a matter of form, so that the farm%rs could say
that the guns were forcibly taken from then bg mén whom they
did not know. The owners of shotguns were s&mpathetic to
the Volunteers, and handed over their guns wi?lingly.
Parades and drilling went on in secret. Thetparades were
well attended, and the Volunteers were enthus%astic. 1
cannot remember ahything of importance for thé remainder

of 1919 and the first three months of 1920, E
) |
|

. In April 1920, Castlegrove R.I.C. bar%ack was
attacked by the I.R.A. Jt was a large subst%ntial
building situated on the side of the Tuam—Ba}linfobe road,
about six miles from Tuam. It had steel shuéteré in the
lower row of windows, at least. Michael Mor%n,
commandant of the Tuam battalion, organised tﬁe attack
- and took charge of it. The garrison was abo%t fifteen men.
I am sure there were at leaét a hundred men e%gaged in the
attack which lasted frcm about 2.30 a.m. to da&break.

Thgy were armed with rifles and Shotguns in th% proportion
of one rifle to nine shbtguns. . I had a Lee Ebfield rifle,
and Volunteer Michael Mervin of Tuam company h?d another.
Halif the men engaged in the attack were from t#e Tuam and
Barnaderg companies. The. remainder were fromiSylane,
Kilconly and Gardenfield companies, with perhaés é few
from GCortoon company. I remember that the mgﬁ from Tuam

|
and Barnaderg companies travelled together, on;foot, to

the attack, along the railway line.
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' |
It was expected that a mine, exploded at one of

the gables, would blow a hole in 1t, by whi?h the building
could be entered. As far as I can remembef, the men in’
cnarge of the mining WéKhThbmaS 0'Grady, co%pany engineer,
Tuam company, and Michael Joseph Ryan of Barnaderg company
who afterwards became ..brigade engineer, No%th Qalway
brigade. The mine was exploded, but it wa% not a success
as it only cracked the gable wall. The maiority 6f the
I.R.A. had positions alongz the wall of the ﬁoad; facing

the front of the barrack. The range was o#ly about thirty
to thirty-five yards. I was in positiqn aﬁ the rear of

the building at about one hundred yards rang%. I

| ,
covered the back entrance to the building. 1| Firing went on

! R
continuously from about 2.%0 a.m. to daybreag. The R.I.C.
were called on to surrender several times, abd they always
. !
replied with a volley. They threw up a good many Verey

‘ ;
lights. The whole attacking force was withdrawn shortly

before davbreak. Tvam and Barnaderg companies returned
across country, together, to their own area.' No

|
casualties were suffered by the I.R.A., and none by the
R.I.C., as far as I know. The barrack was %vacuated the
|
day. following the attack. .
. |
|

The next incident I remember is the b?rning of

|
Castlegrove barrack. It was not burned on Easter Saturday

|
night when the evacuated barracks at Castlehackett,
B |

Barnaderg and Cummer were destroyed. Seamus Moloney,

afterwards 0/C, Glenamaddy battalion, and I burned it

|
about a fortnight after Baster. We had oneiscout doing
. I

duty for us. We entered by the door at the rear, and saw
|

a wire running from a box in the hall to the front door.
|

We did not touch the box or the wire. We bﬁought in dry

|
hay and put it under the staircase. We sprﬂnkled it

|
|
|
!
1
|



with paraffin, and then sprinkled the stairs:and all
woodwork., We first set fire to the woodwork upstairs and
theA to the staircase and hay underneath it.. About
twenty R.I.C. were stationed at the time at QOIOnel Luane's,
within about three hundred vards of the barrack. They
were protecting the colonel because of land trouble. As
soon as the fire became visible to the R.I.C., they
started firing at the. burning building vefore we had left
it. We left immediately as the fire had takén a good.
hold. After a while, we heard a very loud ekplosion
Whiéh we learned afterwards blew the roof cleén off the

porch. We came to the conclusion that the box we had

seen in the hall was a trap mine left by the R.I.C.

Shortly after this, I got pleurisy, and was sick
in Tuam and in my own hoime in Corofin for about six weeks.
I was back at work in Tuam in July. I‘remember the night
following the attack on R.I.C. at Gallagh, about three
miles from Tuam, where two R.I.C. men were killed and four
disarmed. About /. a.wm. the next morning, I wés awakened
by‘rifle fire. I was in lodgings at the timeiin Bishop
Street, and company engineer Thomas C'Grady wag staying in
the same house. We both got up and dressed wﬁen we heard
the shooting, as we expected to be arrested. We were not
afraid of jbeing shot, as shootings of people%in their
homes ﬁad not then been commenced by the R.I.C, in our
area; at any rate. When the shooting was ovef at about
5 a.m., we walked around the towh. The town hall was
burning, and Canney Brothers' drapery store which adjoined
the R.I.C. barracks. Fahy's drapery‘store,w#ere I
worked, ﬁas damaged. The houses of John Burké and James

Nohilly, both in Dublin road, were also damagedh ‘Windows

had been broken in a good many houses. A1l thé damage
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was & feprisal by the R.I.C. following the Gallagh
ambush. Nobody was killied or injured. I heard that
Volunteer Jack Neville was taken from his lodgings by the
R.i.c. who fired shots over his head. The cgnduct of
the R.I.C. was str&ngly condemned by the Tuam Town
Commissioners and by all the élergy, including the Most

Rev. Dr. Gilmartin, then Archbishop of Tuam.

In the first week of November 1920, the Auxiliaries
came to the Tuam areas. They put up at Annagh, about six
miles from Tuam, in a house of a landlord named . 3Blake.

I think that they_numbefed about fifty. - I was arrested
in Guy's hotel in Tuam the first night the Auxiliaries
. arrived in the Tuam area. I had been out foP a walk with
four or five Volunteers. On our return, we met Mr,
Gabriel Guy, solicitor, afterwards district justice in
Ballina. He was very prominent in the Sinn Féin
movement, especially as far as the Sinn Féin courts were
concerned. He invited us in for a drink to his ﬁlace
(Guy's notel). Before we left the hotel, the Auxiliaries
arrived thesre, and arrested Volunteers Michael Mervin,
.John'Neville; John Coakley, William Staileton: and myself.
They brought us to Annagh where we were interfogated, but
\not ill-treated. From Annagh we were bfought-to Remmore
military barracks where we were again interfogéted. We
were then takgn to Bglinton Street R.I.C. barracks where

we were further interrogated.

The interrogation was, on all occasions; in
connection with the attack on a party of R.I.C. at Gallagh,
three miles from Tuam, on the Tuam-Dunmore road where two
R.I.C. were killed and four disarmed. I understood

from their guestioning that they knew that Michael Moran

was the I.R.A. leader at Gallagh. He was 0/C; Tuam
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battalion. VYe were held prisoners for three weeks in
Galway jail after which we were released. Whilé I was

a prisoner at Renmore military garracks, I saw two young
girls from Tuam. They came to the barracks to enquire
about their brothers who had been arrested the same night
as us. I’got permission from the sentry to épeak to
them, and 1 told them tb:warn Vichael Moran té stay away
from his own home. Although - I did not know it at the

- time, Michael Moran was then a prisoner, having been
arrested éhortly after our arrest. He was murdered in
Earls Island R.I.C. barrack, which was occupied by the
Auvxiliaries, a short while after our release.  His
remains were brought to Tuam where he had a very big publiec
funeral. I was then on the Tun as . T had been arrested
twice and 'was a marked man by the R.I.C. I stayed most
of the time at Corofin until I joined the brigade flying

column which was organised eariy in 1921.

About Christmas 1920, brigade O/C Con Fégarty was
arrested and held prisoner until after the Truce. He had
not been long in Tuam before the Gallagh ambush took place
in July 1920, and I think he organised the North Galway
or Tuam brigade shortly after his arrival. It was known

usually as Tuam brigade.

Shortly after Christmas 1920, Patrick ﬁunleavy was
appointed brigade 0/C. His brother, Thomas Dunleavy, was
appointed 0/C, Tuam battalion, following the degth of
Michael Moran. Up to then, he had been battalion
quartermaster. Thomas Ryan replaced Thomas Duhleavy as
battalion guartermaster. The brigade flying éélumn was
organised shortly after Patrick Dunleavy's appo?ntment

as brigade 0/C.
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I remember that the first attempt made to attack
the R.I.C. after the column was formed was at a p;ace
called Gortaleam, between Dunmore and Williamstown.
There were about thirty or forty men, with Patrick Dunleavy
in chargé. fhe R.I.C. were expected to travel that way
ﬁith the monthly ::pay for their colleagues in Ballymoe.
They usually travelled in a lorry. As far as I ramember,
they travelled on the second day of each montﬁ. t -could
have been the 2nd March that we were at Gortaleam. I'do
V not think it was as early as 2nd February 1921. We had
a very good position, and the raﬁge‘was short? the furthest
distance being less than a hundred yards, as well as I can
rememﬁer. We remained there the whole day from dawn £ill
dark, but the R.I.C. did not turn ﬁp. 'The cplumn was
mostly armed with rifles and numbered about tﬁenty. The
remaining twenty men were armed with shotguns; and were

from local companies.

The Tuam members of the flying column returned to
the Tuam battalion that night. They were Thomas Dunleavy,
0/C, Tuam battalion, Thomas Ryan, quartermaster, Tuam
battalion, Timothy Dunleavy, .captain, Barna@erg company,
Patrick»McHugh, captain, Sylane company, Thoﬂas Feerick,
captain, Hilltown company, Volunteer Peter Brénnan,
Milltown company, and myself - captain, Tuam company.

The brigade 0/C and the members of the column from

Glanamaddy battalion remained.in that area.

.. I remember that, a few days after an atiaek on the
R.I.C. near Headford, in the Mid Galway brigade, I was at
home in Corofin when R.I.C. raiaed my home. ? heard a
shot, and then saw them approaching the house in a semi

cirele, coming towards the back entrance. I ieached a
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loft in an outhouse, and remained there until the raid was
over and they had withdrawn. I heard them ﬁhreatening to
shoot my brother unless he told them where I was. He

said he had not seen me since my last release from jail,
and that he had heard that I had gone to America. I heard
thét evening that the party of R.I.C., which raided for me,
shdt dead John Kirwap of Ballinastack, three miles from

my home, Michael Hoade of Caherlistrane, about four ﬁiles
in the opposite direction, and William Walsh from Headford.
Walsh and Hoade were Volunteers, but Kirwan was not. I
heard that the party of R.I.C. called at Kirwan's house

and inquired where he was. They were told that he was
working. on the farm. They left the house and saw Kirwan
working with a horse and cart in a field beside the road.
They shot Kirwan dead, and then shot the horse. It was
ruroured that the reason why Kirwan was shot was that he
had a row with a landlord named Blake scome time previously.
The Auxiliaries occupied Blake's house at Annagh, but Blake
was not living there at the time. Xirwan was from the
same parish as I - Corofin - and Hoade was from the

ad joining parish of Caherlistrane.

About the beginning of June 1921, the Brigade flying
column agin took up ambush positions on the main Dunmore-
Williamstown road, quite close to Williamstown. I
‘remember there was a national school beside the position,
but I now forget the name of it. It ﬁas in tﬁe Polredmond
company area. We went into position there at:daybreak,
and remained there two days and one night, as far as I
remember. When darkness came at the end of the first day,
we went to a village about half a mile away fo?rfood.

We had no sleep that night as we went back into position

again before daybreak. The nights were very $hort.
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During the two days we were in position; we éot tea and

eggs sent to usifroﬁ the village of Kilnalagg. There was a
big cluster of houses there. The flying co¥umn'was
'strengthened by Volunteers from the local companies, .
Williamstown and Polredmond, the total strength being

agout thirty to forty men, all armed with shqtguné except
for the flying column who were all armed witﬁxifles. ' The
number in the flying column would be roughly between

Sixteen and twenty. The R.I.C., whom we expected to

. come the way in one or two lorries, did not come.

From Polredmond we marched to Moylough; and arrived
there on a Sunday morning. We occupied ambush positions on
the right-hand side of the Moylough-Mountbellew rosad, és
you go from Moylough to Mountbellew. The poéition was
about half-way between the two places, and ran parallel to
the-road at a disfance of about one hundred and fifty yards.
I remember that the fence we manned was freshiy made in
places, and the the whole area was part of a bog and very
dry at that time. I renember also that & gap was cut in
a fence, about a hundred yards behind our position, early
in the morning. The fence was high and on rising ground,
and the gap proved to be of great value to us on our
withdrawal that evening under heavy fire from R.I.C. The
flying’column waited there from early morning to well into
the afternoon when two lorries of R.I.C. passed in the
direction of Moylough. . We did not attack thém as we
éxpected them to return later on. Very likely, no lorry
would have passed, only for the fact that we drew them -out
from Mountbellew by sending three or four of the columnA.
into Moylough to attack R.I.C. who had gone there on
bicyeles from Mountbellew This was a very qﬁiet area, and
the R.I.C. moved around it quite freely. It:was not

part of our brigade area. The R.I.C. had been withdrawn
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from Moylough at the time all small outposts were withdrawn,
. but individual R.I.C. came there occasionally from
Mountbellew to see their families which they had left behind

'

when they themselves were withdrawn.

The members of the column who had beenfsent to
Moylough returned, and reported that one R.I.C. man had been
contacted and wounded. It seemed to be a logg time before
the R.I.C. in the lorries returned from Moyloégh. It was
easily an hour or more. I cannot be too’sure, but I think
there were three vehiéles when they returnéd, a big lorry,

a. Crossley and a private car. The bigAlorry‘was in the
centre, as far as I can remember. There was ébout fifty
vards between the :vehicles. The signal for opening fire
was to be one blast oi a whistle by ﬁhe brigade 0/C, Patrick
Dunleavy, wno was in charge. The big lorry was about

right in the centre of our position when we got the signal
to open fire. We all opened fire - fifteen to eighteen
men, all armed with rifles. Our front facinglthe-R‘I.CJ
was about a hundred yards. Our first volley did not seenm
to' be a good one, and after that, there were times when

only very odd shots could be heard from our men.

Immediately fire was opened by us, the ﬁ.I.C. took
cover on the far side of the road, and returned our fire
without delay. Their fire was accurate, and our fire
seemed to be much weaker than theirs. iiore thén every
second rqund of my ammunition . was bad. In sohe cases,
four out of five in a clip were bad. I was arﬁed with a
carbine and fifty'rounds. I was at the Moylough side of
the position. Commandant Sieamus Moloney and Vélunteer

Peter Brennan from Milltown company'are the oniy two I

t

can remember who were beside me. I learned later that

there was a good deal of defective ammunition. | I
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remember Patrick Dunleavy,  brigade 0/C and ‘'0/C of the
column, coming along the line aSking what was wrong with

the stuff. He had a rifie himself. :

The R.I.C. facing my'position remained on the
other side of the road, and made no attempt to flank us, or
to cross the road. I would say that there were twenty-five
R.I.C. The fight lasted less than an hour when we were
ﬁithdrawn. The section on the Moylough sidé withdrew
first to a position abouﬁ a hundred yards beﬁind the
original position, and from there covered the retreat of
the second section. The I.R.A. suffered no casualties.
I cannot state what casualties were suffered by the
R.I.C. I heard that three were killed, and three or four
wbunded. ‘Later, I nheard that six were killed, and three

or four wounded.

I heard afterwards that there was an igquiry
regarding the defective ammunition, and that an oﬁficer
~was court martiaslled for not having taken proﬁer care of
it. As far as I remember, the Truce came on;‘and the
officer, who had been arrested, escaped from his escort and
left the brigade aresa. I have forgotten the ﬁetails now,

and I cannot remember the officer's name.

Those who took part in the Mbylough ambush, as well

as I can remember, were:-

Patrick Dunleavy, 0/C, North Gaiway Brigade -
' in c¢harge.

Patrick Conway, Brigade Quartermaster - now in
: U.S.A.

Thomas Tarmey, Brigade Adjutant - now i@ U.S.A.
Seamus Moloney, 0/C, Glenamaddy Battalidn.

Martin Ryan, Vice Commandant, Glenamaddy Battalion.
Thomas Mannion, Captain, Dunmore Companyﬂ

!
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Patrick Treacy, Captain, Glenamaddy Company.
Patrick Noonan, Captain, WilliamstownECompany.

Thomab Dunleavy, Commandant, Tuam Battalion -
deceased.

Thomas Nohlllv, Ad jutant, Tuam Battallon -
myself.

Thomas Ryan, Quartermaster, Tuam Battalion -
deceased.

Timothy Dunleavy, Captain, Barnaderg Company -
now in U.S.4.

Thomas Feerick, Captain, Milltown Company -
deceased.

Patrick MacHugh, Captain, Sylane Company -
deceased.

Brian Cunniffe, Captain, Kilkerrin Company -
now in U.S.A.

. Peter 3rennan, Volunteer, Milltown Company.
Jonn Knight, Guartermaster, Clenamaddv Battalion -
deceased
There may_have'been one or itwo others whom I have
'fofgotteh. T remember that a Volunteer named Higgins from .

Mountbellew battalion scouted for us during the day.

After the ambush at Moylough, I remember that part
of the flying column was at Blackstick in-the Barnaderg
company area when word was brought'byirieutengnt Frank
Dolan of the Corofin company that a coﬁsignmeﬁt of
potatoes from Belfast had arrived at Ballygluﬁin rallway
station. We went to the railway station, and the
station-master, who was sympathetic, pointed out the wagon
containing the potatoes. We rolled tﬁe two wagons to a
bridge near the station and dumped the potatoes into the
river underneath.. Weﬁtheﬁ toock up positions at_Kilmoylan
churchyard, to attack the R.I.C. whom we expecﬁed from
Turloughmore to investigate the robbery of the[Belfast
(bovcotted) potatoes. As far as! I remember, éome kind
.of'message was sent to the R.I.C. at Turloughmére to get

them to Ballyglunin.



They arrived at Ballyglunin without passing our
position, having come by another road. At Ballyglunin,
they were met by another force of R.I.C. from Tuam. We
did not expect any R.I.C. from Tuam, and were unaware of
their arrival. We saw the Turloughmore R.I.C. returning
to- their barrack by a short-cut through the fields, about

2?«’-15v4' hundred yards from our position. Theye were seven ér

eight of them. Captain Timothy Dunleavy, Captain Thomas
Feerickland I were about to open fire on them when we got
word-from Commandan£ Thomas Dunleavy ﬂot to_d5 56, as he
had just learned from scouts of the presence of the R.I.C.
from Twam at Ballyglunin railway station. Ag there were
two big lorry loads of the Tuam R.I.C. holding positions

at our réar, it was decided not to attack either party of
R.I.C. Theré were about eiéhteen I.R.A.;undér the command
of Commaﬁdant Thomas Dunleavy. About eight of the party

had rifles, and the remainder were armed with shotguns. .

& week or two after this, we took up pobitions at
daybreak on the Tuam-Kilconly road, very close to the
village of Kilconly. We expected some of the R.I.C.
acting as a protection party for Colonel Luane to go from
Luane's to the village of Kilconly, They were in the
habit of going to Blake's public house in Kilcdnly for a
drink, We stayed in position all day. It was almost
dark when one R.I.C. man, armed with a rifle, walked past
our position. We let him pass, in'the hope that others
would follow him. This did not happen, and we withdrew.
We concluded that the R.I.C. man who passed ourfposition
learned of our presence, and returned through the fields
to warn his companions. -The full brigade flyihg column was
in ambush position at Kilconlyﬂ I have given their names

and ranks in connection with the ambush at Moyléugh.
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From Kilconly, the members of the co;umn who
belonged to Glenamaddy battalion returned to their own
area, along with the brigade staff officers; The .
remainder, under the command of Commandant fhomas Dunleavy,
vroceeded to the village of Carrareagh, near Milltown,
where there was a big garrison of R.I.C. and. Black and
Tans. We stayed in . .- Carrareagh all day ; a Sunday -
until it was nearly dark. We then go?-word that a ‘
patrol of R.I;C. had left Milltown and was returning by
~the Liskeavy road. It was a regular thing fbr the patrol
to leave Milltown ever& Sunday evening; and we had waited
at Carrareagh, about a mile from the village, to be near at
hand when word came from the local scouts as to the route

taken by the patrol.

Jmmediately, we got word that the patrbl was
returning to the village of Milltown by the Liskeavy road,.
we took up positions right inside the fence of the Tuam-
Milltown road, on the right hand side leading from Tuam
to Milltown, and on the Milltown side of the junetion
made by the Tuam-Milltown and Liskeavy-Milltown roads.

The patrol consisted of six R.I.C. walking inﬁpairs, with
about ten yards between each pair. I was on the end of
the line nearest to Milltown, and I remember that I

opened fire when the leading pair of R.I.C. came opposite
my position.. 1 cannot remembér any signal or order to
fire. Captain Timothy Dunleavy was beside me; When

we fired, the two leading R.I.C. dropped. I gm sure that
one of them was Killed by our first shots. I cannot say
if the other was killed, but he was wounded and put out of

action.

One or two of the R.I.C. who escaped thé first

——

volley, took up positions on the opposite side of the road.
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I fired at the flashes made by them when they fired.
After about a gquarter of an hour, we withdrew as fire was
being brought to bear on our positions by machine guns

from the R.I.C. barrack in the village, about three hundred

wards away. We 4id not succeed, on account of this fire,
in capturing any bf the arms of the fallen R.I.C. We
suffered. no casualties. We did not know the R.I.C.

casualties that night, but we heard next morning that two

L
o

‘o

of the patrd were killed and two wounded.

We withdrew in the direction of Carrar?agh and, on
our arrival there, we were met by a young priest, Fr.
Concannon, now a Bishop in the foreign missions, who gave
us his blessing and wished us every success. ' Those who
took part in the attack on the patrol, as farias I can

remember, were:-

Thomas Dunleavy, 0/C, Tuam Battalion - in charge.
Thomas Nohilly, Adjutant, Tuam Battalion - myself.
Thomas Ryan, Quartermaster, Tuam Battalion - deceased.

Timothy Dunleavy, Captain, Barnaderg Company -
now in U.S.A.

Thomas Feerick, Captain, Milltown Company - deceased.
Patrick MacHugh, Captain, Sylane Company - deceased.

Peter Brennan, Volunteer, Milltown Company;

ahd seven or eight members of the Milltown company, armed
with shotguns. The attack at Milltown took place a week

t

or ten days before the Truce.

The following is a list of the Tuam Battalion

staff officers and company captains:

Battalion Commandant - Michael Moran to November, 1920,

when he was lktilled.

Succeeded by Thomas Dﬁnleavy. -
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Battalion Vice Commandant - Peter MacHugh (deceased).

Ad jutant - Bean O'Neill to Mareh 1921. Thomas Nohilly
(myself) from March 1921 to the Truce.

Quartermaster - Thomas Dunleavy to November 1520.
Thomas Ryan from November 1920 to Truce.

Battalion I.0. - William Quinn (deceased).

Medical Officer - Dr. John Nohilly was Battalion, as
well as Brigade M.0. He lived in
Tuam. He was assisted by Dr. Wangan
of Dunmore who also was. M.O.,
Glenamaddy Battalion.

Tuam Company Captain - Thomas Nohilly (myself).
Cortoon Company Captain - Thomas Wilson.

Belmont Company Captain - Thomas Hannon.
Gardenfield Company Captain - Martin Higgins.
Kilconly Company Captain - Frank Cunninghém.
Sylane Company Captain - Patrick McHugh.

Corofin Company Captain - William Feeney. .
Abbeyknockmoy Company Captain - John Fleming.
Killtown Company Captain - Thomas Feerick;
Barnaderg Compény Captain - Thomas Dunleavy, and

later, Tiwmothy Dunleavy.

The local people in the Tuam battalion area were

loyal to the I.R.A. and supported us in everyipossible
manner. I cannot remember any local member of the

R.I.C. who was in sympathy with the I.R.A.
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