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STATEVENT BY MR. EOIN O'MAHONY. E.M.,
ggg Locha, Dqgglas\,.Co. gorg.

Mrs. Alice 0'Grady was an old friend and neighbour
of my famlly at Rochestown in the parish of Douglas sinceA
1920. I knew that she and her husband, &s Irish
Protestents, had rendered distinguished service to Ireland
in the Anglo-Irish war. When she told me of her
association with Ieo Dillon and of an attempt by British
military to raid Hount lMelleray Abbey, I urged her to
make the accompanying statement which she duly swore

nefore a Peace Commissioner.

Leo Dillon belonged to a well known Cork family.
His father, Dr. Theo Dillon, was a.meéical graduate of
the o0ld Queen's College, Cork, but practilsed in England,
and was married to the daughter of ldrs. Crofts, the
Hatron of the Cork Bye, Ear and Throat Hospital, Western
Road. His grandfather was Nanager of Sir John Arnott's
Brewery, now the Sharman Crawford Technical Schools, near
S8t. Fin Barre's Cathedral; and his grandmother, a Miss
0'Shaughnessy from the west of Ireland, was of superior

social standing, by the social standards of the time,

I have no knowledge of any bloed relationship
existing between the Healy family and Leo Dillon,
but I know that the two families were always friendly, and
that Mrs, Uaurice Healy's second son, my friend, the late
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Br. Alex :J. Healy, solicitor, and Leo Dillon were
intinate friends all their lives. However, I am
assured by a lauyer of eminence 1n this country

that the Healy family acknowiedged relationship.

As Leo Dillon's father and mother lived in
Epgland, his secondary education was looked after
by his grandnother, lrs. Crofts, the Latron of the
Cork Bye, Ear and Throat Hospital - a hospital
largely founded by the family of his grandfather's
employer, Sir John Arnott. Before the war of
1914, tho boy attended the well known Cork
secondary scheol, the Presentation College, which
was only a fer hundred yards away from the
hospital. I understand that he was subsegquently
gont to an expensive Dnglish Catholice school - it
is allegqﬁ. Boungide - and thé Cisterclan fathers
at Dount Yelleray inforized me that he told them that
he was 0lso a student for the sccular priesthood at
a well knoun Enzlish college - whother Ushaw or

Oscott, I cannot say.

I vndorpstand. that, as a result of his
services in ths Luropean Gar, his medical studies
at University Cecllege, Cork, from 1919 were
agsisted by British Government grants. I was then
f schoelboy, but I understand that he wvas regularly
to be soen from 1919 ard 1920 drinking at the
fomous Cork public house, cigar divan and billiardd
room - Fanny 0'Grady's - at lo. 8 or Ro. 9 Patrick
street, Cork, whieh, in his student days, vas also
frequented by the late Bovin O'Higgins.

Evorybody locking for information in Cork would be
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seen at Fammy 0'Grady's, which was a very
faéhionableﬂﬁlace at the time.

In September, 1955, I took Mrs. O'Grady to
Mount Melleray. Dom Ailbe Luddy, the historian
of the Abbey, recelved us in the absence, in
France, of the Lord Abbot. He said that they
‘ihad a distinet recollection of having got a
warning which was_conveyed'to them in the usual
way from the Post Office at Cappogquin in HMarch,
1920, Mount Melleray not belng then on the

telephone.

While not confirming Mrs. O'Grady's words
verbatim, it seems to me even stfong
-reorroboration of her story. As wlll be seen
from her affidavit, the message which she sent
was that Dillon had asked her to warn them that

Mount HMelleray was golng to be raided.

All that Mount Melleray remembars is that
they received a warning to beware of a man called
Dillon. lirs. 0'Grady apparently had no knowledge
“that Dillon himsélf intended to visit the Abbey.
Iet, in actual fact, this 1s what occurred, and,
as a result of her warning, Nount Melleray was

forewarned and took appropriate action.

Dom Ailbe Luddy informed Mrs. O'Grady and
me that there were men on the run in the house.
As s result of the warning they received, they.
never allowed Dillon to be alone. For hls two
days' stay in the Abeey, he always had a priest

or a monk in attendance. His first act was to
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ask them to transmit a telegram from him to Mr.
Maurice Healy, solicitor, a former Q'Brienite U.P.
for Cork. This they took to be an attempt to
establish his bona fldes. He also informed them
that he had been a student for the English seculer
priesthood at 8 well known coslege in England.
When he found that he was being watched night amd
day, he left after two days.

In actual fact, llount lLelleray Abbey was
never ralded. Three months lator, three lorries,
full of soldiers, arrived on the drive, and the
throe officers in charge asked to be shoun over
the premiges. There was an even larger number
of important men on the run in the Abbey at this
time. The officers were well mannered and were

politely shoun ¢ver the premises and departed.

_ A1) I know of the Alexisn Brother Darcy
is from unofficinl eurrent gossip and rumour.
He had been an Alexian Brother in England, but
had left the Order in about November, 1919.

Although his family lived in Glanmire, he
spent a great deal of his time drinking in Fanny
0'Grady®s and in the Imperial Hotel, and in actual
fact slept a great deal of his time, for geveral
veeks, at the Imperial Hotel which was then the
most expensive Cork hostelry. He constantly wore

clerical garb.

The accepted Cork story, in unofficial

circles, is that he consg}red with an ex British
officer, named Kavanagh,ﬁ§n the Cork Labour
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Exchange, son of a Cork solicitor, and later belleved to
have been in the Auxiliaries; end Waltor Callanan, an \
undergraduate of Bhiversity College, cerk, and. son of a \
most regpacted Cork bullder, to rob the cdrk‘ﬁ.?.o. £
which stends boside tho Imperial Hotel. It is alleged
that they succeeded in stsaling eight thousand pounds
during curfev hours and that they committed the money,

for safe keeping, to a woman of bad character who ran avay
with the funds. It 15 believed comwonly that 1t was on
the actual night of this robbery that Darcy vas taken up

by British troops end conveyed to Cork Barracks, not
because of thfs robbery, but merely for being on the streets
after curfev, and that he was shot dead while trying to
escape from the lorry. In or about the late autumn of
192, or spring of 1925 Callanan was at a dance in Arcadis
Ballroom beside Glanmire Ralluay Station, Cork, then &
very fashlonoble dence hall. I was myself at the dance.
flalter Callanan lef¢ the dance hall and entered the

tunnel connectsd with the Dublin railvay line and was
i11led by a down-coming train.

Signed:

Date:

Witness:

BUREAY OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21
B.U_RO STAIRE MILEATA 1913-21
No. W.S,

{Investigator)
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AFPIDAVIT CF MRS, ALYCE O'GRANY,

T, 4lice M7rady (nde Pomsors) of To. 27 Hyde Park Avemue,
Mackrock in the "ounty of Nublin, and late of Norwood,
Poshestorn in the “cunty of fork, Vidow, aszed Soverty-sevon years

and upwards zake Oath and say as follows:-

1. In tho Auvtum of 1919 {linoteen Funired and Mineteen)

Yyg, Maourdco Healy wife of Y. Faurico Healy ember of Parliamnﬁ
Por the ity of Tork from 1910 until 1918 in the ~Brien-ite
interest, and an old friend, cano:ﬁ on me at ry house at Horwood,
Pachostorm, To. "ork, and asked mo t.é toke in as a poying guest o
wedlcal student nared Teo Mllon vho, I understood her to say, wae'.
her nephew, but T may have been mistaken about the exact
relationship. She soid that he was living with his grandmwother,
Yrg, Crofts who was Yatron of the fork Eye %ar and Throat hospital
"on the Vesters Road, and that he could mot study thero at night.
T¢ was contrary to my custom to take paying guosts and T refusad
t> take him,

2. Tome months later, shortly after Shristmas 1919 (Nineteen
hundred and Finoteen) probably in the middle of January 1620
“notoon Hrmdred end Tuenty) Yre. Yaurice lesly met ry husband the
late eorse N'*rady, J.P. in the 04ty of Cork and persuaded him to
consont to take in Teo Nillon 8o o Payinp queat, against my wiches,
Teao ™ 1lon came to stay with us soon after this, and remalned with
.us for over tuo mamtho., Po had served in the Nritioh Army in the
1914 war ond T would take him to have been betwaen twonty five and

~ twonty seven yeare of age when he stoyed with us at this timo,

1, T rave Wi~ a bodroom to hirself on the first floor and a

sittingroon o hiraelf om the ground floor on a level with ocur



Paceaption -Rom:_;s and with the Hall Noor. MHe paid weekly, excopt
for the final week. He had no meals in the house, except
broakfast and a light sunper. He wms woll behaved and never had
vigitors. He wms alwavs friendly but never discussed intimate
thinm Y'¢th ys. Fe pave po details of himaelf or of his family.
Me pehefally came down to Rochestown Station from Cork by the last
train from Albert Tuay (Pork, Plackrock, and Passage Railway), at
. helf rast nine or ten o'clock or abeout that time - whichever would
b2 the latest rurning at. tho time, reaching my house at Forwood
vithin three quarters of an hour after the departurc of the train
from the Altprp Nnay tewninue. in Co;k. On Sundays he would leave
after breakfast for é?azaa, and remain avay for the vhole day. Ho
nover showed oi‘gﬁs of "rink, and thero was. a skull and bones ‘usual

wth Medical students, in his bed room.

he Yate in Webruary or early in Warch, 1920 (Nineteen Hundred and
Twenty) at about 3,30 p.n. vhen 1eo Mllon wms with us for woll over
a =onth, during th~ hatchine eeaﬁm,.n can in clorical gardb whon I
%00k to be a priest, called to order two or three sittings of
hatehine eprs. T had a standing adverticemant at this time .for
hatehing egeo in the "Irich Naily Independent® and made quito o
1it¢le profit from the industry. He represonted himself to be o
mamber of the Narey family who thon had the Poat Nffice in the
Village of "lanmire, or vho had o shop beside the Post Office or who
CAust lived beside the Poat Office, T am mot sure which but I am sure
that he rmave a f'lanmire Addrass., It was customary to pay for such
sitting -in advance but he wade no offer to pay. This made me

susplelous,

3. 1As poon as the cleric had miven me tho order for the sittings
of hatching eppro ho astod me to seo my husband, I asked him why
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he wanted to oee my husband. He would glve no reason but sald
that ha wanted to gec him specially. Y went domstalrs to the
basersnt to sposk to my husband vhor T heard coming in frow the
farm by the kitchon or boek door. T was not present at the
interviow intween the oleric and my husband but when it was over
my hushang said to ms "He wante to stay the night, and wanta to
meat NMllon.” o both askod hin thy he wanted to stay and vhy ho
wanted to Feet Mllon but he would give us no reason. Curfow wie
on in Cork fitv ot the tima 4f not in Cork County as woll and I
wag afraid that if ho stayed to meet DNillon he would not bs able to
pet across ¢the ~ity to his howe in flanmire Village, T told him
that there wis o train vhich would Soon be leaving Rochestown
Station for Cork which would get him up to the City before Curfew |
" and that he had no oceasion to stay the night. - Ho saild that he
wanted €0 bo introduced to leo Mllon. I sadd that Dillon would
pot be in t111 late that night and that if he left & uwessago I
-wqul:!. myeelf glve 1t to Mllen. He then sald in a ﬁetamined
‘wolee "T may as well tell you both that I am -remininﬁ for the
night." T said to him "Vou have no business in thoe house, I
wish you would o awny”.. WHe remained. As he was to cutwamd’
appearanco at least a priest w@ did not like to take further action,
and indeed we wero a 1ittle afraid of hin. He had arrived round

3;_30 o'eclock in the afternoon end it was now about § -o'elaelf\p.m,\

6.  Ho then caid "Wr. O'0rady I'm going to get an introductien
to Leo Dillon". Iy husbapnd said "I'm giving ncpe.  You can fores
vourgelf on hin®. Yo left hin alone in the bie Drawing Room.

At our supper time we invited him into our small sitting roem, He
di1d not ask for any food, but wo gave hi= a ﬁp_ﬁ tea and soms

bread and butter. ™Illon 4id not come until the late train,
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leaving Cork araumd tem o'clock p.m. YVhen he arrived Ty husband
said to him "'!hare.'s- nomabody inside wmiting to see you, a priest,”
"M1lon sald "Oh myt" ond took him Into his own Gitting Room .  Whon
the interview had concluded the Claric came out and sald to my
husband and me:- “Kind you I'm not leaving thls house to-night.®

7. . I wade up a bed for ﬁim in a big empty badroonm vhare my eldor
dnughter hat left o dress, loo Nillon nover said a word to us

vhen the interview knd concluded, and indood never reforred to the
matéer apain,  Fext morning T knocled ¢wo or ibree times on the
Tleric's door and rot no reply. T then entered the room to find
that it was ompty snd that the bed had not deon slept in, ¥y

Npughter's Arags was gone.

8. At about eleven o'clock a.m. the “Cork fxaminor” or the othop
. "lpsal paper the "Cork Comptitution® arrived and it contained nows of
the sheoting of Marcy an Alaxiam Brother by the Britieh Military in
the Tamerisl Motol late the night bafore or early that morning, I
raeogﬁisad the Mlanvire nane and address at cnce. leo ™llon naver

once referred to the mattar,

9. At about two o'elock a.m. on Friday 19th Harch (Mineteen hundred
and twenty’ some weoks after the forepoing eventa, my son by a former
earriape called my husband and mo ,‘ and said that he was certain that
Rritish “ilitarvy were around the house. He himself had been wounded
in the 1914 war as a British Officer. Uy husband jumped up. Ve next
heard o cry at the Pall Toor "Open in the name of the King®. i:y |
husband pulled or his trousers, and, T think without shoes, lamp in
!ianr!, he descended the stairs. T J.-it. A candle beside my bed. He had
just time in vhich to opan the Hall Door, before it was battered in.

T heard the trax~ing of feet,on tho stalrs. Two Soldiers entered my

badroom with guns pointed at wms. T asked them to leave the rocm until
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T had put on some clothes., Thoy refused to leave, I put
sorze clothes on over my night dress and went dowmatairs., My
hugband was standing in the hall with his back to a mirror
asurrounded by three officers. T shouted to them "Shoot me,
not him", At this stago there ware only three officers in the
¥all, There were two lorries in the grounds, and one in front
of the Hall Noor. Teo Nillen had not come home that night, a

fact wvhich was quite upusual with him.

10, Ar officer schonted st my husband and me “Clear into that
Room”. T sald "Voy have no business here; what are you coming
here for? Ve Aid nothing®. All they persisted in saying was
nClear into that Room®. There was then a rush of soldiers up the
stairs, Yy two young children vere asleép upstairs. My con by
a formar husband who was an officer in the 1914 War and was badly
wounded was, with them alloved to coma dovnstairs and join us.

Yo were all five hounded into the Small Sitting Room. I then
thought of a locked wardrobe in leo Dillon's RHoom which was there
in addition to the wardrobe used by him. I was afraid that the
Soldiers wonld burst the lock unless I opsneﬁ, it. 1T eaigd to
wyself that ¥ must gee the officer in charpe and go upstalrs to
£in1 him. T went vpstalrs.

11. T entared Leo "™1llon's bedroom and gave the Officer in
chargs; the key of the wardrobe vwhich contained my mother's
Jjewellory., T vanted to remove: the Jewellery., 7T was refused
nermisaion to toke the Jewellery. ‘!he- Officer said "Dontt touch
anything®. 7T forgot all about, the sum of 262, (sixty two pounds)
vhich I kad kept under my pilluw for Pates - largely made up of
Hatching meney. T was ordered dowmstairs. A Soldier followed

me dotmstalrs. Fe was followed by the Officers. I called my



faithful old man servant Xeano vho slept dowmotairs in a roon of
his own. Thero wero threo lorrdes full of saoldiers in tho House

that noming”.

12, Yhen they were pono 1 discoverod that thoy had taken my two
boxes of Jewellery and wy sixty two pounds in notes. They did not
laave mtil after half past five a.nm., then they came downstairs.
They di4 not dioturh anything dowmetairs, on the ground floor but
they turmed everything inside out and upside dowm upstairs on tho
first floor. Ieo Mllen's room alono was untouched, Vhon tho
three lorrios departed after 5,30 A.m. as aforessid they tock oy
hushand with thom. He wag then a British Justice of tho Peace for
rforl: County of thirty years' standing, The Officors in departing
nroduced two bullets and acked me what they were. 1 said "Bullatsh.
Hhay Bald that thero weve more than that, that thoy were o¥panding
or Tum Dum "ullets and that they wore found in a bag in my hall.

T denfed this indignantly. They then took with them the bullete
and A pen-painted cushion with dasfigne of ‘shamrocks and an Irish
flag. YNy hushand was told to come away with them, Two soldiers
went upatalirs with him, while he dresscd., Ha was conducted down
the drive and put into a lorry.

13, T went straight to Cork Rarracks to cee faneral Sir B.P.
Strickland, Officer Corzanding fork Cormand and Laa\; hin just after
nine o’clock a.m. He gave ms no satisfaction. He said that the
Ofticers concerned had juat gone off duty at rine o'clock a.m.

Pe knev nothing. Turing wy Interview with him two soldiers pointed
rovolvers at mo. T sald "Put dotm those revolvers." Cenoral
Strickland said that 1f ry house at Ho_rwood. had been raided
information mmst havo been given which caused it to be raided. Ho

- then told me that he did not know where cy husband was. This was on

Friday morning 20th Varch 1920 (nineteen hundred and twenty).
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14. then T reached the Barrack gate a sympathetic crowd of
about ome hundred had collected. I asked them to go away quietly.
I got up on a side car and drove straipht into the city. The
Jarvey refused to accept -his fare.. I want._to Fitzgerald's tea
shop near the Ceneral Post Office where I mot my friend Miss Peg
Duggan. She infonnéd 2 ;bbat Mr.. Kengher the Merchant of
Washington Street was a 'Via:l-t.ing Justice of Cork Caol and that if
my husband were t.h.ere Mr. Kelleher _ktould be able to get food sent
in to him from out.aide. later I saw ¥r. Kelleher who infermed me
that my husband was 1n Cork Caol. The Priscn Doctor was very kind
to my husband and put him into the frison Hospi't;l and ordered him
one pglass of Whiskey ver day. Alderman Fredll-'m-ray was also a
priscner with my husband in Cork Caol: ° My husband was detained in

Cork Naol for five days,

15, 7 sent a telegram at once to my friend Sir William Boll,
Soldcitor, London, and he put all the facts a;r the case as supplied
by me before Commander the Hon. J. M. Kenworthy, Liberal Member of
Parliament for Hull, now Lord Strabolge, who immediately tabled a
series of questions in the House of Commons. But for this I am
certain that my husband would never have been roleased so soon, if
at all. Lord Mayor MacCurtain was murdered on the night of
"-'ridav/qaturday 19/20 March 1920.

16. #s aforesaid Leo Dinm d14 net retarn t6 Norwood on the
night of Thursdsy 18th March 1920, In fact he did not retum wntil’
the 3 p.m. train on Monday afternoon 22nd March 1920. ' I travelled
down on the same train from Cork but we did not meat :'until he had
arrived at Norwood. I met him on the Stairecase of the house.

He 8814 that he aid mot know what had happeried‘to my husband. I

said to him, "Y nust ask you to leave, P-Iy-'huaba'nrﬁ?ifl_\ in gaol".
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He said, "You wore always kind to mo'. I then said to him,

"Tf you dan't pack up I'll do so for you, and have your luggage
sent to the Station®. He said, "If you vont have me, 1 supposc
7111 have to go". I nadd, "Keane 18 thero to take your things
to the train®.,  Weither he nor I sald 'anythihg ahout payment

and in fact he nover padd for that final week. T said to him,
"Your roon was never touched by the soldiers, Your bed was
'ﬁntouched". Leo Mllon then said to 'm, fiill you do m2 a favour?
You wore always very kind to me". I said, "It is finished

betveen us”.,

7. leo ﬂ'il}.on then said "Please phﬁné ?;’:oxmt Yelleray and toll
them-soroone in authority that thoy are moing to be raidod by

. Uritish Militarv?, Y asked him vhen and. ha said "lext morning".
0:3' Tueadoy 27rd Yarch 1920 {¥ineteen Hundréd and Twenty) I wont to
the fenoral Post Office in Cork and phoned to tho Cappoguin Post
0ffice vho 1 undorstood would deliver a messags to Mount Melleray
Arhey, which was not then on the telephone. There was some delay
in getting through. They asked ma who was phoning., I said "A
Priendt. The message I asked then to transmit to somsone in
autkority at ¥Yount !'elleray was to the beat of my recollection as
follews:- "A man named Nllon asked me to phone to say that Found
Yellerav ibbey was going to he raided by tho British Filigtary®,

T certainlw did not call him a friend because T heliove that I saw
him with the Zoldiers at Yorwond on the morning of the raid on
Priday 19th Harch, Teo Mllen did not ta)l me that he himself

would be vigiting “‘omt Melleway in the near future.

18, A few days lator I met =y friond Yrs. Maurice Healy. She

sald "Youlve had a terridbleo tims, You sent Ieo awmy?.
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T sald that ¥ wonld nevor have b_nybnﬂy in the house apgaing
that T had made a mistake in taling him in. I never heard
of Yeo ™M1llen arain wntil the Spring of 1925 (Mnotoen Nundred
and Twanty Tive) wvhen he fimrsd in a Tublin Purdor case. Ho

was tlen an Inspoctor in the Morda Jiochana.

SHORN by_ the said Alico

Otrady at Youghal

thin 20th day of Septenber 1955
(s1goned)

hafore me

Aliee D'Crady .
P.J. NCorman (Sonator)

Corminsioner for Oatha,
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