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 STATEMENT BY EDWARD JOHN RYAL, |
i
2 Ste Patrlck's Terrace Nen@gpL Co. Tipgeranz,

Active Service Unit.
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T was born on 23rd June, 189, in the townland of
Tyone on the outskirts of the town of Nenagh. After hav1ng
passed the junior grade examination I left the Nénagh
Christian Brotherss schools at fifteen years of %ge
to learn the trade of baker from my father. ;
|

The Irish Volunteer movement was: founded in the
Nenagh district in December, 1913, at g meeting Aeld in
the Literary Institute, & couple of hundred men joining at
the outset.. The principal figures‘responsibleafor the
starting of the organisationtwere I.R.B. men, Er%nk McGreath,
Ned OtLeary and Bill Hoolan. I was a menmber ofethe Irish
Volunteers in Nenagh from the outset and at leasﬁhup to the
Redmondite Wsplit"™ in the following August rarelflmissed a ’
parade. The company met for drill in the local éhOWgrounds
thrice weekly under the direction of five ex—Britigh soldiers,
Harry Fitzgerald, Thomas Francis, John Cbndqn, Ji@ Moylan
and McGuigan. I am not able to state whether thbse'men
were paid or not for their services but they certainly were
first-class instructors, and, being as eager to impart their

knowledge as we: were to learn, the company made good progress

going from all phases: of footdrill to company driil by the

I
summer of 191, During that summer we Went through

extended order drill and manoeuvres on the Nenagh Racecourse.

By using timber rifles made locally we also learned the
|
rudiments of arms: drill.
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The first real guns which I remember comiﬁg to the -
Nenagh Irish Volunteers were about half a dozen ﬁussian
rifles of an obs®lete type, very heavy and awkwa#d to handle.
On the occasion of a. big parade of Irish Vblunteérs at
Castleconnell in the summer of 191l where there:%as a revieﬁ
by Dr. Esmonde, M.P., I happened to be one of thé half
dozen Volunteers who were: selected to carry thesé Russian
rifles,>and I felt very proud indeed when 1 was-%houldering
that rifle through the streets on the way %o theirailway
station in Nenagh. _ By the tlme we: had reached %here I had
learned my lesson. I was lathered with sweat.fﬁom the
weight and clumsiness of the gun, and by pretendfhg to &
pal of mine thaﬁ I was conferring a favour on hi&
induced him to take the weapon from me. By the Eime we got
back from Castleconnell that night the company nearly lost
all its Russian rifles: for the want of Wolunteers!who were

1
prepared to carry them. _

When the Rédmonﬁite-mspiit“ took place theimajority
of the Nenagh Company sinQited tﬁe group led by %ohn
McNeill and from thence onwards: were drilled by tﬁe company
officers, Frank McGrath, Ned O'Leary, Liam Hoolan|and Jimmy
Nolan.. . 1

In January, 1916, I went tc work in Grahamés bakery
iﬁ the town of Kildare, where.I did not meke any éontact
with the Irish Voluntegr movement. When news-of}the
Rising reached me on Easter Monday, a friend of mine named
Jim Conway, & van driver in the bakery, and I mad%
arrangements with a publican called Cosgrove with;whom.we
were friendly and whom we: kpnew 1o be in sympathy ﬁith the
rebels, to try td get to Dublin next day. That #ight.

I was due on & night shift and on mw way to work I was
|



held up by a patrol of R.I.C. who arrested me. | I was
detained in the Artillery Barracks in the town for a week

i
and ums then released. !

ih the following September I returned homF to Nenagh,,
where I at once rejoined the local company. Thbugh Frank
MeGrath and a number of the officers: were in jaiﬁ,
public driliing was: in fﬁll swing, the company b%ing then
drilled, as far as: I can remember, by Secén Gayno%, afterwards
Commandant of the No. 1 Tipperary Brigade. i
I was again away from Nenagh from June, lélB, to
January, 1919, having gone to work at my trade in Waterford
City during that period. I joined one of the Vélunteer
companieé there. This company had as captaln azman named
0'Neill and met for drill in Manor St. I was 1r'|; Waterford
City for the most exciting election contest in the 1918 |
general election in which Dr. White stood for Sinn Féin
and Captain Redmond for the Irish Parllamentary Party.
All my spare time was devoted to this campsaign, grotecting
Sinn Féin election rooms, meetings and processionﬁ, I have
never met anything since to equal the fanaticismgof the
Redmondite supporters in that contest, who at tiﬁgs
went beserk. " T could never understand their hos#ility to
Sinn Féin and the brutal and savage methods used %y them
a#&inst the supporters of Dr, White. In clashes&between
the rival crowds the Redmondite element used kniwga, bottles
and bricks, often with the obvious approval of the R.I.C.
On the other hand, when the Irish Volunteers in s?lf defence
retaliated with sticks and hurleys, the police were ever
on the alert to charge them with batons and rifleibutts.
While coming along O'Connell St. with two otherlvglunteers

one evening we were attacked by & big Redmondite: mob
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and we were in a very dangerous situation outside a hardware
1

shop. Fortunately, the owner of the premises, én 0ld

I.R.B. named Toomey, came to our aid by handing us three
pitchforks, with which we kept the mob at bay unﬁil we were

relieved by our own supporters. I 1eft'Waterfofd and cang
[

i
,
!
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home soon after the electioﬁ,

About the middle of January, 1919, I hearé from
John Ayres that his employer, a Jew, who had a sﬁin'&nd hide
business at the back of Connolly St., Nenagh, wag carrying a
revolver, I decided to seize this gun and tookuanother
Volunter: named Edward Quigley with me. We found the Jew
and Ayres. working in the stores and -the former W%S requested
to hand over the gun. He deniedrhawing one but%evehtually
we overpoﬁered him and found the revolver, a:.hSﬁBritish
bulldog concealed on his person. For safety sa%e
he was: tied up with ropes, and to cover up Ayres:for his

complicity in the affalr we decided to treat him;similarly.

In or about the same week I was detailed to destroy
some transport belonging to the British troops which had:
been 1eft for repair in Minihan's garage, Nenagh. In this
operation I was assisted by about half a dozen Volunteers,
all from the local company, and they included Pad@y Starr,
SeAn O'Leary and Edward Quigley.  There Was no éuaf&.over
the vehicles and we entered the garage after nigﬂtﬂall.

One of the vehicles was a military lorry, the:eng;ne of
which was smashed up with sledges, and the other:*was:the
'Bla.ck Maria' use& by the local R.I.C. We removéd the
'Black Maria' to B éﬂ&u&ﬁ%ﬁiger a mile or so out51de ‘Nenagh-
and then burned it. We got an amount of pleasure.in

destroying the latter vehicle as 1t was the van which the

police used for the conveyance: of prisoners. and it had been

l
x
|
1
!
|



i
|
used to remove the local Irish.Vblunteer leader% arrested
after the 1916 Rising and in connection with puélrcedrilling.

|
The Nenagh Company, in which by the end of 1919 I

held the rank of lst Lieutenant, had obtained a }ew Lee
BEnfield service rifles by seiiing them from Britﬁsh soldiers
home on furlough during the lst Great War and al%o a few
revolvers procured privately by purchase or as;gﬁfts;from
sympathisers. In September, 1920, orders were &ssued by
brigade or battalion headguarters to seize:alljt?e guns

held by the civiliian population in.the town and #eighbourhood
on the one night. The company was divided intoi&.number

of sections for this purpose, each section takiné a. separate
locality. I was one of'§Z§23f3} ;Z%gg:%ho, un&ér Sefn
Naughton, raided the house of Mr. Galway-Foley iﬁ
Ballintogher. Mr. Galway-Foley was: an ex Cbunﬁé Inspéqtor
of the R.I.C. and I knew him to be & man who hadino great
love for England. In fact, during the land wariin the
mgighties® it wes: he who exposed the notorious S%rgeant
éheridan in his nefarious work as agent promocatéur.
However, no matter how much I disliked the idea-&f‘interfenﬁ@
with Mr. Galway~-Foley I had to comply with'orderé and do

as I was: told. Unfortunately, Mr. Galway-Foley,

instead of complying with our demand for admittante

fired at us with & shotgun from an upstairS'windo? of his
nouse. Naughton, Michael Gaynor and I returned the fire
and wounded him in the chest. We were: then admipted by &
maid and at once rushed upstairs:; where we found ﬁhe wbunded
man lying on the floor With his chest covered with blood.
The shotgun and ammunition were lying on the.floo¥ behind,
and underneafh his body we found a .45 revolver agd a box

of ammunition. We seized all the arms and ammunition and

took our departure, sending for the priest and do#ﬁor to
I

|
|



[
|
\
|
|

attend to Mr. Galway-Foley before going home; I was very

glad to learn after a week or so that he was ou% of danger
' !
and making a quick recovery. '
|
In October, 1920, the: No. 1 Tipperary Brigade Gouncil
decided to form an ective: service unit, and aﬁt?r appointing
Ned O'Leary, Nenagh, as: commander of the unit

left the selection of the personnel to the comméndants of

the seven battalions in the brigade. The active service
unit, which first met on 22nd October, 1920, atiseymour's

in Arderoney, was; made: up of the following: |
|

1st Battslion (Nenagh) - Joe Starr and myself
2nd " . {Toomevara) - Jack Harty, Hugh Kelly,
- Tim Gleeson, Joe Mangar
& Jeremlah Larkin.

‘ |
In the ensuing ten months the personnel oF this

Ard w . (Portroe) - Michael Kennedy .(The Rajah)
- & Michasel Vaughan.
th w (Lorrha) - Se&n Glennon & Mick Joyce.
th - ® (Newport) - Tom MeGrath. {
Tth " (Roscrea) - Tommy Brophy & Paddy McMahon.

unit varied a good deal due to arrests, lllness or

administrative changes.

At the outset about 1l men in this unit w;re equipped
with{rifles and the remainder had to be content %ith
shotguns:. Bach man also carried a first aid ki¥ and used
& bike,.either-his own or one which he got on loén. In
the period between 22nd October, 1920, and 2nd November,
1920, the A.5.U., as the active service unilt camé to be
called, moved through the country & good deal, s#aying for
& night or two in the townlands: of Island and Crémlin,
Moneygall, Glenaguile: and Bawn outside Nenagh. ?We stayed
in farmers:' houses, & couple of men doing sentry}while the
others sleﬁx. Food was provided by the pepple %n‘whom

we were: billeted, cigerettes, being supplied out of brigade:
I
|
|
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funds. We got no pocket money but now and ag;in a.
friendly sympathiser might quietly slip adfew sLillings
or an odd pound -to one or two of the boys with #hom he
happened to be particularly friendly. During Ehe daytime
we trained and arilled in secluded fields‘when %eather
permitted and in a disused house or outhouse 1n11nclement
weather. |
|

On 2nd November, 1920, Constable McC&rthi was fired
at and wounded by members: of the Nenagh Companyiand tﬁe
brigade staff got information that the militaryxand police
in the town intended to burn the local creamerylthat night
as & reprisal. The Brigade: Commander request%d Ned
O'Leary to bring the A.S.U. into the town and mébilised
members of the town company, about 20 or 25, whé were armed
with shotguns and revolvers, togiefend the creaﬁery.
"In all about forty men took up positions'aroundithat buildins
after dark and waited for the enemy tc come on %is work
of destruction. When we had been in our positﬁons.for a
couple of hours one of the men acciddntally diséharged his
shotgun. This: shot, which could be dlstinctly heard in
the calm of the night all over the town, may have warned
the enemy of What was in store for them.  No sgldiers or

policemen came within sight and it was well past midnight

when we got orders to withdraw. |
|
On withdrawing, the A.S.U. went to Knockalton
and were still there on Lth Nowember, 1920, whenlJoe Stary
was sent into Nenagh to get & supply of c1garettes. On
his return around mldday he reported that he hadlseen
Captain Hambe&on, the officer in charge: of the militaryl

in the town, going off on a motor bike towards Templemore

or Thurles. This officer was known to have ledithe

|
1
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military raiding party which shot dead two bxa%?eaa named
Q'Brien after they had been arrested in a house%in Knigh,
Nenagh, anisht—er tue-before. The A.S.U. com#ander
decided to ambush him on his: way back to Nenagh;

-
For .this purpose two groups of five or six men in
. 1
each group were picked from the A.S5.U. Cne group was sent
|
on to Kilkeary and the other group went west to Casey's

Cross. Hambleton-had-bhe—eheice—of—twe—roads forhis

commanded—eaeh—of—theseroads, I was among th?se who

went to Kilkeary under the command of Pat O'Bnién,
who had joined the A.S5.U. only & few days:previéusly.
The A.S.U. commander himself led the group at C%sey"s
Cross. ' }

In the afternoon, I'd sey about i'o"clocﬁ, Hambleton
came back via Casey's Cross, and in the first volley of
shots fired by O'leary's party the captain was @nocked.off
the motor bike. He tried to return the fire but Was &t
once put out of action., He:was still allve whe% our men
apﬁroached nim and his last words were: "You bDieeceseS;

you got me at last®, = Ih an official rep&rt pubiished
later by theaBritish authorities it was alleged that this
officer's body showed that he had: been hacked and mutilated
by the attackerSy but Joe Starr, who was one of phe party,
told me when he read this: report'in the papers th&t the
allegation was entirely untrue. He sald that Hémbleton
was wearing a steel jacket which was pierced by %rmoured
plated bullets that drove fragments: of the steel’ jacket

into the body. '

As a reprisal for the shooting of Gaptaingﬂambleton

the houses; of Jim Nolan, John Flannery and Willism Gill
|
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and the creamery in Nenagh were burned. About & fortnight
or so later one of the fineét members of the:Nen%gh Volunteers,
Denis Carey, was taken from hls lodgings by maske@ R.I.C. men
and mortally wounded. Two policemen, Smith, a CFvanman,
and Keane, a. native of Wexford, were blamed for tPe shooting
of Denis: Carey. 1

Following the death of Capt. Hambleton thelA 5.U.
moved off to Tr&verstown, Dolla, and next day lald ambush
at Kilkeary Churchyard for enemy lorries which, it was
thought, would be coming from Nenagh to Templemor;.
At nightfall we withdrew without having seen & po#iceman or
soldier. Within & day or two another ambush was laid at
Latteragh for a lorry coming from Templemore to Nénagh.
The Brigade Commandant, Sefn Gaynor, was in chargé on this
occasién, We remeined in wait until dusk and weré.in the
process of withdrawing when & lorry of soldiers c%me along.
It was fired on bdbut, due to the failing light and the
fact that we: were not all in suitable positions, ﬁhe vehicle
drove through the ambush without being halted. %Safar as
I remember, the enemy officially admitted having ﬂad three

or four soldiers: wounded in that encounter, which7occurred

|
|

|
t

That night the A.S.U. Went to billets in the townland

about 8th or 9th November, 1920.

of Coologue, but the commander, fearing reprisals;étook my self'
seven or eight others back to Letteragh to defend Ryan's
(Shauneen) publichouse which was near the scene of the attack
that evening. We spent the night guar&ing the place

but no attempt was made to burn it. Next day he moved

the whole unit out of the district to Ballywilliam, where

we billeted in Mountsack for a time. The only at%empt

which I can recall having been made by the A.S.U. ﬁo attack
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enemy forces around that period was at Portroce onlBth December,
1920, A position was selected on the Ballina.side on the
outskirts;of that village to attack a police patrél. It was
a day of heavy snow: and frost, which probably cauéed the
police to remain indoors. The A.S.U. waited from before
daybreak until nightfall but then had to retire without
getting & chance to fire # single shot. We went ﬁack to
Ballywilli&m for the night and next day set out far new
country, Birdhill, getting billets: for a few days lin Ryan'"s
cottage in the townland of Cragg. As no accounts{reached us
of an opportunity to attack enemy forces in this lpcality,
the commander decided to try his luck further east',
"and after an &1l day trek we got into the mountainous
country of Curreeney, about four miles north of Kilcommon
village, and put up for the night in Murphy's of Beenoskeagh.
We were joined here by some of the local I.R.A. meﬁ, who

told us that the police stationed in Kilcommen Cro;s came
each day for their mails %o the post office in Kiléommon
village and also gave: us to understand that the battalion

staff of the area, 5th Battalion, were opposed to the idea

of any military activity around Kilcommon as they were
apprehensive of the fate of their own homes should  any

of the police be shot In the district. Pat Hughe%, 1st
Lieutenant of the Curreeney Company, was koSt anxious thet

we should attack the police patrol and had all the iinformation
1 .

regarding its movement which we needed.

The commander-of the A.5.U. decided to ambush the
patrol and had his own force: strengthened by Pat Hﬁghes,
furreeney, Dan Ryan (Barreck), Jim Ryan, Boherlodyﬂ James
Glifford, Glenculloo, Denis Dwyer, Foilduff, and Mick
Rennedy, Foilduff. I think these men all carried shotgunsr

and from memory I now estimate that the strength qﬂ the
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attacking party was eleven or twelve riflemen and about eight
or ten shotgunmen. On the night previous to thé attack
the party moved from Beenoskeagh to Reiska, a mi%e and a half
from Kilcommon, and: put up there in Ryan's haybafn. At
6 atclock in the morning of 16th Decembef,Jl920, he:moved

of f for the ambush position. : |

‘

The A4.5.U. commander had learned that the bolice in
Kilcommon Cross varied their movements a good deg@ in
going to and coming firom Kilecommon village. Sométimes
they went by the direct road which runs along the%valley
roughly parallel to the Aughvaria river, while at?other times
they used a roundabout route along the Loughbrack!road
and then by Diarmuld and Griinne's Bed into Kilcoﬁmon;
These ﬁwo roads formed a rough triangle'almost eqﬁil&teral,
the roundabout road forming two sides. Between %he roads
the land rises rather sharply, forming a hill, the ridge
of which is on an average bepween three and four ﬁundred feet
above the level of the direct road between Kilcomﬁon and
Kilcommon Cross and between one and two hundred féet above
the level of the other road, and between a.quarteriand a. half
mile in distance from either road. In order to e%sure.that.
no matter what road the police took he would be able to
attack them, the commander, after selecting three:@en to
act as scouts, Hivided his force into two sectionsi In
one of these sections he placed those: who carried shotguns,
stiffened by two or three riflemen. He posted th?$ section
under the control of Pat O'Brien about one hundredéand fifty
. yards on the Kilcommon village side of the‘entrancé to Pat
Ryan's (The Grove) on the direct road to Kilcommonicross.
The section were placed. at a bend which gave-them éiear view
of the road for a distance: of nearly three hundred%yards in

the direction of Kilcommon Cross,ﬁnd facing in thaq direction

1
|
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tHey ‘were .all behind the left-hand side: of the road fence.
The other section, which he: commanded himselfl, in?luded
myself and eight or nine other riflemen It wasﬂplaced
behind a fence: which ran close and parallel to th% ridige of
the hill and between two hundred and two hundred énd fifty
yards on the Kilcommon Cross side of Pat Ryan's h?use.
Roughly three hundred yards to our left and Where}the ri@ge
stérted to siopezdown’towamds;mThe Cross't, Paddy ﬁughes.

Dan Ryan and Denis Dwyer were poste&.aszécoutsa éThe seouts
nad a clear view of the crossroads in front of thé R.I.C.
barracks and their job was to observe which of th% two roads
the police were taking in going to Kilcommon vill;ge that
‘morning. The: men who were posted at the bend of%the road
were instructed not to allow any person Lo pass aﬁong that
road towards Kilcommon Cross and to hold up any pe}sons

who came that way and detain them in Pat Ryan's hohsea

It so happened that only one individual was détain%d

and he was brought into Ryan's kitchen under a gua?&.of two
men armed with shotguns. = We: were particularly ca?eﬁul in
preventing people who had seen us from reaching Kilcommon Cross
because we were aware that a number of femilies in the localit]

were: not trustworthy and might notify the: R.I.C. that we were
waiting for them.

1
|

The idea in posting the section of riflemen;on the
.ridge of the hill was that they would be able to oéen long
range fire on the police if they went by the Loughbrack road,
along which there was: not much cover once: they had 'gone about
nalf a mile from the barracks. Besides, if the other section
withhel@Aﬂirexuntil the police, or, at 1 sty\the atrol,

came within five or ten yards of that section, we Qn the ridge

could have ample time to come down to thaq roa@.and cut off
1

the police from their base. Instructions to thataﬁffect

| i



were given to the men 1n Pat O!'Brien's section.

A% about ten o'eclock in the morning the scouts came
. towards us to report that the police patrol was gravelling
along the direct road. The patrol consisted of Fight R.I.C.
men on foot and in extended formation, two abreask and! about

ten paces between each pair. All of them carried rifles.

On hearing the scouts' report the column commander
led‘hs back under cover of affence:in the directién of the
other section. The fence was low and we had to ?end down
or crawl behind it lest we: might show ourselveslté the
police. After a. couple of minutes firing broke out, and,
unfortunately, this occurred prematurely. Insteéd of
allowing the police to come within five or ten yafds of
O'Brien's: section one of his men opened fire as soon as
the leading'two policemen reached the gate leadiné into:
Ryan's house and then the others did likewise. Strangefto
say, the man who did so was not a raw Volunteer bﬂt an ex-
British soxdief who had fought in the 1lst Great Wa&. Some
of the police were killed or wounded in the first éxchange
of shots. The others had scattered or taken shel%er before
the column commander and his section had reached the road.
One of the police who had jumped on the lower side! of the fenc
made his way unseen by us into Nevin's cottage and hid
‘himself there until we had left the iqcality. Thé.sérgeant
in charge of the patrol, Bray, whom we: were most a?xious to
shoot, got into Pat Ryan"s house: and also conceale@.himself‘
until we: withdrew, The two last men of the patroi ran as
hard: as they could back to thé barracks, but they were
observed and pursued by Paddy Ryan (Lacken), Seén Q'Leary
and Paddy Starr who were with us: coming down from éhe ridge

of the hill. These two policemen had almost reacﬁed the
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barracks when they were both éhot dead, but at a polnt where
their rifles could not be procured as they were within

point blank range of the other policemen in the bgrracks,
who at that stage were fully alerted and were actﬁally
discharging rockets to attract reinforcements from outside
R.I.C. stations, particularly the district headqu%rters in:

Newport twelve miles: or so away.

~ By the time I hed reached Ryan"s house the! fighting
hadi salmost finished. The sergeant who was concealed there,
although Ilheard afterwards that he fired one shop through a
window, madé no attempt to fire at myself or & few others
who passed! by the house. We could see only two Qolicemen
lying on the road. Paddy Ryan (Lacken) hadijoinéd.us by
that time and we both jumped out on the road. Oﬂe of the
police was a Black and Tan named Bundy and the others was an
R.I.C. man called Halford. Both were wounded. iThe latter
41ed a short while afterwards inside in Pat Ryen's kitchen.
We: searched the two of them for papers but found ﬁothing.

We took their rifiles; and ammunition pouches. 1

I have no idea of_fhe exact casualties whiéh the
police sustained in thaﬁ engagement except tpat I know
definitely that two were killed, one mortally wounﬁe&‘and
another wounded. I heard that there were four kiiled and
three wounded, but I cannot vouch for the latter fﬁgures.
There were no casualties on our side. With regarh to‘the
booty, I can giﬁe no authorative date on thls point., I am
positive that we got two rifles and e couple ofhu?dred
rounds of .303 ammunition, but I did heer it mentibned'that

we: captured four or five rifles.

About half an hour after the Kilcommon attagk was

over the I.R.A. party was on its way towards Templ%derry.

|
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We halted at Meehan's: in Glastrigan, where we:hadla.meal

and then rested for & while. R.I.C. and militar?
reinforcements: had in the meantime reached Kilcom#on,

and one of their first actions on érriving was.toiset fire

to the homes: of some of the staff of the 5th Battélion, Pat
Doherty, Commandant, John Caplis, Vice Commandant, end Willism
Hanly, Adjutant, none of whom wanted or took partiin the
operation. That night the A.S.U. moved back égaiﬁ towards
Kilcommon and billeted in the townlaﬁd of Garrygléss.

A few days later we disbanded for the Christmas hélidays.
I
I spent Xmes, 1920, between my own home iniTYone during

the daytime and neighbours" houses at night, I cannot
remember how. soon afterwards the &.S;U.-reassembl%dm

but I am certain thet with Michael Kennedy (The Réjah), Pat
O'Brien, Tom MeGrath and Paddy Ryan (Lackeﬁ) I s@ént 5th
Jénuary, 1921, at Toor waiting for four R.I.C. meé who had
gone on a. sidecar from Reagh barracks to Nenagh. ﬂ On the
return journey the R.I.C. went asiray and thus, by.
accident, avoided the ambush we had prepared for tpem.
Between that oceasion and the end! of the same montp I was
-agein @ member of a party organised by Paddy MéDOnhell,
Commandant 3rd Battalion, for the purpose: of attacking 8
patrol of R.I.C. from Portroe barracks which came io the
Killaloe slate: quarries once a week. We:occupie&%a disused
house in the neighbourhood of the quarries in whicp we: could
not light a fire for fear of giving our position a#ay, and
during three days spent there we had to subsist onibread

and stout.. The weather was bitterly cold and weiﬁad a

most unpleasant time, all for nothing as the policé failed

to show up..
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Sometime early in February, 1921,-the comﬁander of
the active service unit, Ned O'Leary, Wasztransféyred back
to the brigade staff, this. time as ad jutant, and %as
replaced by Jack Collison, Moneygall, later killeﬁ in the
Civil War. Before leaving the A.S.U. O'leary maae another
unsuccessful effort to attack the enemy. He had the A.5.U.
in occupsation of a position at’ Haaebeg “‘%2} Drumineer,
to ambush & tender of police which he had been informed
was to go from Dromineer R.I.C. barracks to the N%nagh
assizes, Whether the information was incorrect ;r the
police changed tﬁeir mind I do not know, but at a%y rate

. |
they did not travel. '

!
At the end of February, 1921, the brigade staff

completed arrangements to set.,up a training camp for
battalion and company officeﬁs at Glenculloo, SilJermines, o
A house: known as “The Buildings®, then vacant, wa%=selected
for use during thé period of tréining. “About haif the
brigadé A.S.U., under the commander, were ordered to do

guard duty at the camp, which was timed to start én the last
Sunday In February. I _was' one of those picked for the guard,
which totalled akaial eight men, and we proceeded to our
destination on the previous: Saturday. When we reached
Foilnamuck about five miles from Glenculloo, we observed

a2 big enemy round-up in progress in which hundreds of
soldiers;and police were participating. The operations

were being directed from the house which our peopig were about
to occupy for the training camp. We billeted at ?bilnamuck
for the night and next morning, as the enemy force? had
withdrawn, we went on to "The Buildings'™. Some q% the
officers who were to participate in theﬁtraining c?urse

had also arrived when word was received from our b?ig&de

headquarters that the arrangements for the training cemp were
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cancelled and that the members of the A.S.U. werezto proceed

to Moneygall. It was suspected that information; about the
training camp had reached the enemy and it was;co£sidered too |
-risky to go ahead with the arrangements that had beeﬁ made .
Instead it was decided to change the venue to theiother end .
of the brigade on the Lorrhqéﬂde. Even:on our wéy to Moneygal
the enemy acted as if he were well posted as Lo our movements
and. ' in a series of lightening raids only narrowly{missed

surrounding us on two occasions.

in Moneygall the A.S.U. assembled at full.étrength,
about eighteen men, and went on to Gortmore House;a couple
of miles outside Terryglass. Here the training éamp,
transferred from Glenculloo, began and the A.S.U.;did guard
duty.- After five days the camp was again transferred,
this tiﬁé to Ballymacegan, near Lorrha, where it lasted for
about ten days. The officer in charge of the coﬁrse was
Michael McCormack, & Dublinman, who had been sent down
from general headguarters. Although he was:known to us
as. Captain McCormack, he seemed to have powers higﬁer than
those appropriate to that rank, as; from the time of his
arrival until he eventually was appointed Commandant of
the' 3pd Southern Division he appeared to have full:control
‘of the No. 1 Tipperary Brigade., During the perioh
the training camp lasted he took the A.5.U, and meﬁ selected
from those ﬁho;were attending the course on three E
occasions to Borrisokane an@ once to Cloughjordan Fo attack
police patrols, but each time nothing happened as ﬁhe eneny

did not meke an appearance. !

Whén the training camp closed down at Ballymacegan
|
|
the A.S.U., under its own commander, Jack Collison, wWere

neading towards Moneygall on 2%3rd March, 1921. I think
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it was in a placed called Burnwood, a couple of m&les from
Cloughjordan, that at about ten o'clock in the morning
we were crossing the road leading.to the latter v%llage whén
two lorries carrying & mixed force of police and nilitary
almost ran into us. We were separated by a bridée.
Apparently the enemy commander, Who had seen us,got the
impression that we had sn ambush prepared and thap the bfidge
was mined. The lorries: halted on the far side of the bridge,
about two hundred yards from where we had been seén, and then
began to reverse. Most of the A.S5.U. had got across the
road and Collison, on seeing the lorries: reversing,
concluded that it was the enemy's intentlon to get back to
the entrance to a side road which intercepted the route in
which we were heading. This road was about a guarter of a
mile from us and Collison decided to reach it befdfe ;he
enemy. Leaving "Wedger" Mesger (Toomevara) and myself
behind with orders to open fire on the enemy, he ied the
rest of the A.S.U. agcross a bog to the side road under
cover of & fence: which prevented the enemy from détecting
the movement. Our fire drew retufn fire, including bursts
from one, if not two, machine guns. It looked aﬁ if the
enemy, who had now halted, were prepared to keep ﬁeagher and
myself engaged at long range, five or six hundred yardsu‘

On reaching the by-road Collison'saW'that if the enemy could
be kept so engaged there was a. chance: of cutting him off

from his base in Roscrea and at once began to do sp.

He continued With his men into the fields at the far side
of the by-road, but before he had got far enough the enemy
had observed the attempt at encirclement, broke thé
engagement and beat a quick retreat into Roscrea. ; In this
encounter we heard at the time that four of the enemy were

wounded. The A.S.U. had no losses. Incidentally, Miedger®
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Meagher, who assisted me in covering our party'&iadvance to
. | .
the by-road, was: not a member of the A.S.U. He had
attended the training camp and was accompanying us on his way

back to his own area in Toomevara.. |

Two days: after this brush with the enemy-it was: Good
Friday, 192¢._ I got leave to go home and another member
of the A.5.U., Sefin 0O'Leary, came with me. O'Leéry, who
was a native of Killarney, had been employed iﬁ the Munster
and Leinster Bank in Nenagh up to 25th October, 1920 but
was. then oblige& te go 'on the run' following a raid made
on his 'dias' by masked and armed policemen, who obviously

came to murder him

On the day after we came back to Nenagh (Hély Saturday)
Jim O'Meara. and Christopher Gaynor;, both activermémbers of
the Nenagh. Company, arrived out at my place and pﬁt up the
proposal that an attempt should be made to rescue%another
Volunteer, Paddy McCarthy, who was then &.prisoneﬁ but
was after being transferred from the Nenagh milit%ry barracks
to the local hospital. They sald they knew that no guard
would be placed. over McCarthy in the hospital unti& late
that night. McCarthy belonged to Kilmallock, Co.%Limerick,
and: had not been living in Nenagh very long. Though we
did not know it at the time, he was a bluffer who hasqueraded‘
as. a member of a well-known East Limerick I.R.A. f?mily, with
which he had no connection whatever. I was not a# all in
love with the proposal to rescue him. I was:&waré that the
job wass an unofficial one aﬁd there were at that time
strict orders against unofficial activities, and, ﬁesides,
discipline had been considerably tightened. Very much
against my own judgement 1 &gréed to be a party to .the rescue
and only so far as undertaking to provlide a horse gnd trap

to convey the prisoner from the hospital into freedom in the
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|

|
country. Sefn O!Leary, who was very young and eyver ready
to participate in anything that would upset the British
authorities, went with O'Heara andi Gaynor. With?ut meeting
any trouble they brought McCarthy out of theehospital.
In the meantime I borrowed a horse from one of myyneighbours
and a trap from another one and got a non I.R.A. man named
Joe O'lMeara to volunteer to drive the outfit as I, Wanted to
make sure that what I had borrowed would be takengback to the
owners. This man and myself were sitting in theltrap
outsidg the hospital when McCarthy and his rescueﬁs came out.
Leaving Jim O'Meara and Chris. Gaynor behing, we dﬁove:off to
Honeygell, ten miles distant, passing the R.I.C. in

Toomevara on the way. |
" We left McCarthy, who was: by no means verygill,
in Cooney*s of Laughton, andi O*Leary and I stayed|@n a dug-out
near at hand for the night.  Next day,,Easter Sun%ay, at
about 2 o'clock, O'Leary and I had & meal in Mangah's of
Laughton, after which we: met McCarthy and Tom Waters
and, accompanied by Joe: Mangan, we all went off towvisit
Pat O'Brien, a member of the A.S.U., Who was laid Pp with
pneunonia in a. house: near Moneygall, Ve were:coming along
the road into that vil;&ge and were just at the diépensary
when three lorry loads of  Auxiliaries coming from %he Roscrea
direction also reached the village. On seeing thém,
O'Leary, McCarthy, Waters and 1 jumped inside the fence
oh the dispensary side of the road while Mangan go# over the
opposite fence, The Auxiliaries opened fire and éuickly
surrounded wus, but not before they had mortally woﬁnded
O'Lesry, who died: in Nenagh hosplital next day, andtalso
wounded Waters. McCarthy and I were made: prisoners,

l

while Mangan escaped. i
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T got a bad time after being captured. None of the:
four of us earried arms; or anything else that wo@ld
_incriminate us: and I posed as ap innocent party wﬁo had no
connection with the I.R.A. ﬁni&ccordancefwith t?eir usual
practice, the Auxiliaries tried|to beat the truth%out of me
and, in addition to kicks and biows” the.persuasiﬁezmethods
enployed. by them included the pulling out of two Ef ny toe
neils, from the: effects of which I still suffer. : I was
in such a helpless condition from the treatment Ilhad
received that I was: unable to climb into the lorr&, but two of
this elite:fofcesquickly got over that and ;me up
from the ground by gripping the hair of my head.. i

To account for my presence: in Moneygall I éoined a
story that. I had come to the place: in order to geé a cure
from a local quack for distemper in greyhounds. ?I stuck
steadfastly to that story even after I was broughé into
Nenagh military barracks, where I was questioned éeveral
times and put through a very close 1nterrogation.§ In that
barracks; I was under military control aﬁd received decent
treatment. One of the men who often did guard over me
was a little Scotchman, who appeared to become verytinterested
in my welfare: and was: clearly impressed: by my protéstations
that I was an innocent man. He: told me afterward? when I
met him during the'f?hce that he ha&.made.repeated
representations to his officers to set me 2t liber%y.
Aﬂter=ﬂéing detained for four weeks I'was;intervieﬁed by two
military officers,ron whose report I’wa31released.i
Needless to say I d4id not remain &t home after getﬁing out,
as I haed a premonition that the enemy would find o&t the
truth about me. My expectations proved to be cor%ect
because in & matter of three days my home: was: raided by the

policey, but.I.wassnot there:.

1
I
|
1
|



Though I had to go 'on the run' after coming out of
the Nenagh military barracks, the condition of mj health
did not enable me to rejoin the active service uﬂit for six
or seven weeks. afkemwands, My first experience.ﬁasato
receive: a severe reprimand from the brigade stafﬁ'for ny
connection with the rescue of McCarthy. I kept Fn the move
about the brigade area, gradually recovering in héalth,
until 10th June, 1921, when I was able to go back, into the
A.S.U., which at that time was located at Whitebarn.
A good many changes had taken place in the persongel of that
body during my absence but Jack Collison wag stili in Qharge.
Within a couple of days the A.S.U. were ru hedf%iibrigade
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headquarter%&?nd from there dispatched to Ballynshinch
to attack a detachment of enemy cavalry who were-@oving
from Castleconnell towards Nenagh. We remained.aéound
Ballinahinch for two days when news came: that thg%cavalry
had returned towards Limerick. The A.8.U, ﬁas tﬁen sent
by Maryglen, Latferagh and Moneygall to the countfy
outside Roscrea, where we were inspected.by Count 0'Byrne,
then the Sinn Féin T.D. for North Tipperary. Th%
Divisional Commandant, Michael McCormack, had by %hat time
arranged for us: to go into Leix to bring off an afﬁack on
the British forces in thaﬁ county, but the project%had to

be abandoned as; word had come from G.H.Q. in Dublin about

the truce..
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