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21st March, 1956.

To the Bureau of Military History.

This is to testify that the particulars of
my late husband's. activities as a member of the Lth
Battalion, East Cork Brigade, I.R.A. (which have been
furnished: to the Bureau) were compiled by my husband

a short time before his death.

(Signed) MAURA HOURIHANE.,
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duaid on C¢Dudinl or~on's, vnoluvn,srlohberenn,

fo

parlas 173 £ had orronised &’ icpt o Wpy. of Voltntecras oa .raqiont
ur?ll-rr naradas ot Orceny ‘riuce,Skib%epcen. Captain 'orran of Tunalun
‘106 becone vory aprressive to hio worlcilea teliine thou “nany yrichicen
vould ‘ot o chince of noing to heaven oyt of the renchos? e decided
on recilne his gind-up by rolding hle hdme for snortlng ~Lns at aboun
10.50 a 11, one mornings ve disrulacd ouraplves and held up workwen in
or—an's yard et about I.30 v.m. at poiny of rovolver. ¢ <ot four
aportiny shot puns angd s box of cartrldse ceps in this ratd,
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1920 c¢arly on. Attonpted roid on,milﬂputh CRIIN .
7 \ K
".r . a a

in company with J.Alhernc and 1 anloy of hiddleton Coy. I vend Lo hold

up a soldier vho to our know 1edve car'ied \:ils from che camp to Castlo-
martyyr P,0, cvery evg. aboub ui: VeCs " e bvwfurod 0 o0 who cane alonr
cyclla~., ‘@ ~ave his name and aﬂdress o8 rrivato hite of udbury. ‘e
toolt hin %o a niauuod quaryry were it had Been arranwod we should walt
Cove and .iddleton’ Voluntecrs /4o asscmblo at. (9 02 F)”be prisoasay ~ove
uo full doteil of .approach bg canp,nuwaier bL \soldiers uhorc Amas LeTe
pitvatod cic. udc was ready Lo assz%t us by couing witn w8 to the door
on condition 1o wis alloved/to fall back nhUn y save higrowm life, ¢
appointod tiwo tho « ldulet CO¥o aﬂrivod but “uoonstotm mon were Loic.
cn errival of tid foruor vlarmuid | urley (u%tt.h/ﬂ L) ¥, —onley and my-
goll in ¢liarso of the nrlsoncd apnrouchcd thlo caagp. it vas dork aund the
idoa uas to have a fincl look mmum at the ﬂuneﬁiatc suprroundlnrms ol

£t coip. I ro weiiver hovlias a rope roung ;.ale prisbnrrd edy, oo he valied

in Yvront of ~e oma my opacrs utore to shoc% hlar i e attennted to varn

-0is conradey, two of whon wers on suavrd at o ennence donr, ¢ areived

at o spot hbout fiftty or sinty yﬂrda iron the cmap and ley on ths ~reund
yehind sone orse busiecs. In a Towr ninates the 11t dAn wat vo vere
tole by the w»evigonor was uwhe ‘unrd roch vrint, out tne Bwo golllers cole
poiords our nosltlen~l-ickine: thie beshes cr $wy came. (e cot to dsur foot
ard 9t1ll in o stooping nosiltion we dd brhind & e.all shod, L $oo't the
prisoncy duack to the vuarry folloved by Lhe others., ALL was up ond ue

disncreed in fallurc,. A& -~roun ol vs cx @ clone the Nnlilvay line nowardd

ideleton brincios the peisonor with us go Jant he could not glve our
vhereabouts hp gocn,. Iventually ho was sl Vroc and retiurnod ©0 caup,
o v
v r
[
ob,T0th,Z¢80, Cantlemartyr darrack,
! " <
e 1J/9/2C ues falir day in lddleton and WX .Ue nen from ovilyin: stotl
e to town for dubty on theo day. Ywo men deams from Castloaariyr bnreoe
it wns bolicvod thode ren Wora arued WLth*rQVleors and twao volvntcc“s
v,  onley ond another went tounrds Simirehtoarn to dinarm thoa rida ther
; ence roturning do Larrack in tve Lwam. Ghe tli.). caco alon< cyc]igﬁ il
the fooi-anth “and aoro hold up by rusains a tevm cart on no e 2 S

from a sido rocd. ey uere fowid to bo unanicd, Sney were ITueliceniy

Llindfold @ ouncd Mancevsled and puc into'a vadvnh Snini houge o shoeprtv |
wistoace on the fostloaertyr side of Dlmrehivoln Bross. tocal voluntnors
uwee alaced in Jhavrze of them and a loeal nan\rat sent Loclh Go oicaucd
urloy ( abt.0/¢.) Zajint Ehoro une, A 105cibilit} of tuwting Costle v rdipr
moenchs tollir,: viiere the tvo nrlﬂt U verd kld. S anloy and o wue
comruue conttinuid on to Uestlcartyr - - did p@u meet the 1 omaln vunl
s arrccits L.l been telion,

hen "hmley wt tho ﬂogb he scnt ¢ vcscon .or
to 10 sonbing juct 2o was sald to him and oskins\wg to joln hin at the
Juneciion of “on-hnl poad and St. ~ary'!s road. gy

¢elos oo d foudid 1w ull about fifteon uen nsacnol=dﬂ\ e v urtoy ond I
cyclod on naving told tlhe oshora who vero on foo\ er chey «ovld find

cur bleyelos op #he roadcido opnosite thw hous rmoﬂﬂ the rrisonars vor
nelve. o we ojjelel alen; ve arrangzed viat ve COuudiTPd oty hoot »lnn

retlon, © wene Lo ralt our QTlGOﬂGPﬂ to po o thd!
< thio door oncndn Ll could foll heel: cad” ok auapr o

_|,..._.

\rnm4¢mmﬁ'hmr
1tice ve ruslhaca in,
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b Ewcu ot Lo fore Louso weeloy ook ono wrlooner ond rioved along the
1 pond. 1 wrkth the otuer toldowed af o litile distonce, e hoth sureste

-. 86 ro ¢um nmprisoners waat we vanbod them Lo do and cach -uveo a polud plonl:

¥ vefusrl Ly stotins "pub me apgalnst the wall and shoot me beforoe I'LL plve
i - - .
> auoy uy own aen'. o tried Lluff of every kind ana informecd them thaet ve mmu

would capcure the bharroeck 1n ony case but thoy stood firm,

(uwr mon ocn foot ovortook uws as we reached tho charp burn close
to the village., 'urlcy put another man in chergoe of his prlsoner and cone
baclk to no. Anothor Voluntesr toole charps of my oriseoner, Furley and ny-
01l then dilscussced the follure av Killeash previously and we docldod smfikimy
sottlap in at the door if we had a third man to help us back 1f eilther of
cob womnded., e ot the men Josoph Aherne,and the three of us vent dowm
fue otrect towaras the. deor, Steps lead up to the door and alittle wall
runs down ot elther side of the stens oand along the slde-path. J. Ahernc
lay on tlie ~round hoside the woll at the right-hand side ond Diarmmid
Jurle; oua mysell mountod the stepe. I lay hack over the wnll at the loft om

TUTOnd ke dld the sane ot the ripght just ror 2 aonent to staedy ourselves, =
Then Diaimmuid caked if T were rengy and T sahd'yes'. e lmocked ot the
door and a voice aslod” ho's there”?"Sergt.d'rion" wes tho reply. The bolt
was Gravn and the door opencd slirutly plamiuld dashed hig foot in beiweon
the door and the Jahb, tut ss on all barraclk doors ail this time thore was
6 choin on this door, I rushed frowm uy side vowund to the ricsht,nnd stocd
closo to piarmuids back with vy risght eide sgainst the door, T put uy
hand over his shoulder, turned my sun in the open space ond onened fire,
the polieeman put out bis pun several times and fired until he eaphtiod
his gun. burding the firlng Diarmuid bad been heatlny the chain with his
revolver in na offors to burst it, arnd by the lLime the firing cessed the
stople had come cwoy ourt of the jomb, There was then a pustilng mateh be-
twoen ug, two of us outside and Constable Lmee inside, Ko had the advantare
of beings o sten hisher thon we wore and he mas a powerfully bullt man.
hovever we ~nined littlo by little and as scon os thore vas roon enourh
Dlarmuld pushed himself in, “he door banpged out on re, "hat happoned 1ln-
sida~toc okb1lll held his boclk to the door. both pointod puns at eackh othor
and pulled, no shot - Lee's pun was eripty and the sarety catoh had jjone in
Dicrmuld's aa he was beatine the chein, Then 2 hand-to-hand stru-~;le toolk

pom ~ -— —-place whlle lee lept his full weisht a~ningt the door ingide aad my offert -

£o push 1t in wan hopelesc. Diarmuid rust have pot a telling strdke hone

as ghe door oponnd with a hang. “here stood Lee with an eye hanging out

ond piormid o pace avay watching tho doors' and stalrs lendlnr; to the hall,
Lec stoovered imto the day-room, J. AnerpAne come 1n ond ot orders to cover
thac consbtable witha carblne that siood Iin the room, As vo stood in the
nell plawmid acked wme in suvrprise "is 1t fakenl 'Yhea he whoutod for any BY
cliers ln the harrack to fiznt but there whs oo resnponse, 'le blow a wulstle
snd the reriaindcr of our mon flled into the hall, He guestioned Tec 1ln the
Goy-rooz and vhile he wes doing so [ took tho tobie-lanp anc a avmber of
ua went up stairs; Thers wms o door on lhe left of the landing I ricd
onenlug 1t but 2t:was locked, I did not delay but rushed inte two othors

. in soarch of armo.vhleh T did not find, As T {oturned to the locked doour

plarrmid hed come up. I told bim 1t was lockont, on looking through the
Ley-hole we saw the ey inside, Viarmuld threctoned to fire through tre
ioy-holo 1f not opencd. "he oy fturncd,the dyvr opened ¢ ve shood face %o
faco with Serst. U'Sullivan. "o told us wherq the arus were, Yhe quantitics
procurcd of Carbines and revolvers T now for-ch it we gob our firat box
hand-rrornrdes there. The telephono was dlamentlod in tho Sergh's room to
-~—-tho- accampaniment of same ~2ruff rgmarks from kim =5 to would-benavriots okg™

¢ sont for Priest and Doctor for Lee, the two prisoners of tho ecarly
Eve. S8ill bhlindioldod vere Lrousht into the hell and wo wero rendy tu
move ofi. Seforc leaving Uiarmuid and 1 shoolt honds with these two RaIWC,
mon and hoped to moet in bettter timos as we hail to admiro their loynltyk .
to thoir comradesn »nich na ue desired othervisc,:

\

way 5th,1820, Cloyne Rarraclks,

on saturday Iay Bth,1920 in company with T, kanley ¥ went to Corl, ‘o Igun
soarcheu severml sarases for o car bub could ~et none until coming to Lrceds
mavace af Sumor H11l, t¢roy who vas & Voluntoer teld us he nd not o car
zeopt o T ilitery (fficer's car vhich was in for repulrs and thoat would do
finc. At about 7 v.2. ve soet cut for "ubbercenmire dyiven by (rey. There
ve ot some riiles, cleancd and oilcd them, vribing Wy a boel: road to
3Qcloton. we veached 8t.laryts rcad vhero we toolt in soms cases ol Qm-
muitloa 1n lvrlesth dips (Diarawid) we then procceded to Cloyne technicnl
el aé the  dedloton side of the villore. vur avrival and the ascomblin-~

»
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“—to the har fro the room which we hod loft. '¢ ot out the door and doam the
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ol - alinicers was uarobiced as we Twopo o¥e avhar Sor the starinege of tuo

ulﬁfﬁ a0 2edil on e yollowdn« al-hi, J1 waa then ofore T 0, nd

b 6% n ome sont o 5. waed mublic-bouse . oeoiloin : the bovracks so

el £y oy e 1isede ho Opent B0 coor JoT vs in 2030 Lo Cid apt aroove
wefora clos n; tiue, Mren 10 L', cr0 Tepa. . cnuc cilopad Mo oul and
throoiimod o2 soad Tor tho nolice L0 whey did not lenve, “hey retvrnad o

the ~r1l. Lon ready ve vonk vn the sirocl ‘n leelawnlsucil fesldoa,coue
andbpers 0 oqurs I'ad ot into o shore o-0slte Lhe hassgels 14th orders to
Jiro oo oine sarepelis vhen the atbaeliedd opened.irs. ''endes door vas loclod
Jou Jloerne nrococied to eul & ponel oun of 1t,shimlfonnouniy biermuid Turley
procect - ¢ to neercest Yarrac window and cupsico his —ovolver throu~h the
loop=;0la in she steel shubter, Yhen lirs, iewdes door onened ve psob In ang
unp-3erles to & roow over tho bar and adjo miurs tho barrack, uvith five others
arsied ulth roveolvers I vaz lined up roady to rush int:o the barracks when

the croso vall vas blown out, Sean Jellcher of (alirs hored a hole ncar che
flre placo and Inserted & stick of golimnite. The exnlosion did nos nonaetrnte
Ghroustr oand the fumes cane back Into our owm reoom. e had to Leave until the

-Afyues ¢cloared. All this time grenndes were poured fran tho barracks ipto thQﬂ

the strcet and Veroy lishta gsont up.{The snipers in the storc did theip
shooting well -~ oalming vhile verey lights it up the sky and firins in the
darlmoss), Un robturning after the fumes cleared we found the wall was not
penotrated, Kolleher went to wvork amain wilth o hannier - chisel and made

Jjust a small hole through- Dlarmuld Turley routed a rifir on edre of hole
and fired 1n, the bullet ricocheted off a stonn and lodeed in his arm, ho
tvhispored to we he was wounded, e took off couat and vest. pulled vp the x
sleocvo of his shirt, The bullet was in the flosh only. e pulled it oute

Ve rubbed lodine which I had to &he wound, I buund o bhandiorchlef round his
arz ond he put on hig coet and vest azain saying " as good oo ever apain
lods®, :do decided the fipht wes lasting too lougf., i'e fook a silver tea-pot
from-a slde-board In the rocm and remarked"I am roiup to make tea lada”, he
f+1ied the tea-pot with petrol fron the ordinary two gallon Lin and poured
it throush the hole as bost he could. e liphted a handhorchief and in doing
go thoe {lcoor of room took flre, horever he norsevered until he pushed tho
hand’zerchief throuph the hole into tho barrack. In cCbing so he got badly
bumod, Some potrol spilled on his risht hand as well as on the floor and

to the elbow his hand was absolutely raw, The ™iblig house boing then on
fire we had to leave. te rushed doun stolrs snd could sce Fiye droppins in
strect lecping closo to the woll. ,aving passod a fev doors we o porch tvhere
we all stood In, 'ie Pub ves thon blazing and the barracks ch.ed no sirn of
firc, The men 1In the stdre otill sniping 4nto 1t. AS we waiied minuvtes scemed
hours, thinking the bapracks would ronain intnct, Tt rust have becn on 1v
minutos untll one window burat completoly out end after ii leapins flomes,

. ¢ shouted, In a fow morc minutes a pillow-siip was throm (rom the window
over iho barreck door - surrender. Comdi. ‘upley wont into the strect

und shoutodfcease fliro". fherc vas not u shot, Yho -arrael door opened and
Serpt, Orace headed Ton men lnto the strect. One uan was wounded and had his
hea¢ bandaged. Comidi. Leahy enquired of the Serrt, vhure the arms were,
shey both entered the burming barrack ond upstalrs, in the far corner of a
roan thoy could see.a box actually on fire,. The Scrpb be~red for "God's sakd
to leavo as that was o box of hand grenades. “he arms were scatterddd in al?
placos Inside and only fewy uere (0%

TnpacGlately the police were in the strest I in company;
7ith five others stood suard over thou. Diarmuid Ifurloy went to Lr. Power
then In Cloyne distriet %o have his wounds dresped, “he doector cave back with
him, Ny this tiwme Voluntecrs had gono for a lony ladder %o cul thne roof be-
tvetn the burning houses and the vost ofiice. “hoso houses wore 0 the leo-
vard of the bavracks and had the flenes blovin on ther, As the laddor uns
beins nut up Dr. Powver Insloted with lurley shet we movo off and he and tho

locals vould Go thoir ntiiont to stop tho flares, Tho order to diavoerce wuas
rivén, Yurlcy, -wnloy,and myself marcheod the police Lowords ("lddlpton atwont
o2 miloc. Uiiere a tree vas fclled acroas the road ond a cor awnlted us st the
'latleton side. l.e hade the 1,I.C. g00d¢ ni~hi boarded the car and drovo off
to " lddleton, Yhe gthers went on by the only oren road fo Tubberoeniiire s
Just ns 7 recached ny digs in the Crescent Cork Koand 1 heard loriies rvsh
past on the vay to Cloyne. “he trees felled on the main road had dnl-
tl‘lom.

) Yhat Suaday Ivp. vve innocently ratliered in e 0l
hall and actoed our parts in the playc, Furley thoushy prosen .0
1y hwrt to take nis part,

[y
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R S 28 Plmgtured bleycle wos some distance behind, lic at once tool} cover and
P LI I L T Foﬁgye fire,He must have firod in the air as he could not have missed
e e n .o ! #dogidWr out one of his own aen or one of us, lurley oracred ug to toke
T - TR PN c6vdr, | This—ue did behind both fences, de then ordered the Soldlers to
R LY f full in and foru fours, e marched thow baclr mgainot their flring comrado
vy i G . Vo Foldoviad on their cover. we hod dlsarmed tho soldier in charne of the
© gt oot Lo party and waen he came wlthin earshot of ihe man in covor on *he roadside
oA e T e ho rave on ordos to put dom his pun vhich he did, The lot were then sicod
RPN RN o facIn- the feneo in opingle f£1le tiwe constablo on tho extrene loft, He
LI-V ciﬁ"“ T knov e being from my native placo near Skibbereen, and foaring they vere
T e+ "o =5 all to shot he called we by nwnc z¥m in emost apnealliny tone, I did not
oo - : anguer. lurloy sew that we could not prevent this ewloyerd sitvatlon of
P ¢ ~Comnor appealing to me, He told ue take one of the soldlor's bicyele's
‘ N and riove off. As 1 did so en oncaming I.otor from Corli vaE held ip, The ' ﬁ
. - e . arms . Amtmmnition were plled in snd talken bo ilr, O'Shea's farm at Tubber-
Wt d ey L ! cennire,
Tl oa, N e i I cyeled dovm an 0ld Xrmmx road hoplng 1t would lead dowm %o
; ”.q, I . the roand to Slattey road, The old road went only part of the way and I had
: PSR . to cross asome flelds wilh the bieycle on ny shioulders untll T reached the
Tt AL oL . Slattoy roade T cyclod to Jim Ahermo's of Harrpscourt, clinged my cycle Emr
ST . . for his, and gjoing round by Garrigtwohill not back te liddleton by the
’ . Co "iilebush roud aznin,
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On Soturdny cvy, Junc 5th.I020 I had rayurnucd o Lidddlolon on Bhe ov.
poaln rron Sovt, wlhille dotm street to ze b neusponpers I not Jiarnuid Turloy
- ord W, ianloy coming from their digs totnrds tho Cople rocd aide of the am
. " zoam. ey told a patrol of tho nowly arrived Concrons hatl gone out Will Rd.
v poeroe - on bicyelfes accoupanied by Constable 0'lomioy rnd in ali »robability they
oo © . .7 yzuld o avound by “arrisene to Barrigtuchill and vack by the main Cork
Ronc, ' o dseicdod on a score of Fovwls and played touards ile “ush, Before
LoD A t10 bowling started we were Joined by otlher Volunteors who had ot vord.
wo .t e B 14 a1l ve aidn't have noro than nine or ten men. ~ e bovled along hoving

oo - Y A

o, e T o 1 ¢gyo ont for the cycliabs. dust ag we o proached a turn on the “1dclovun

- : ,%ﬁe_ofﬁﬁile gh we saw the patrol coming over the hill tewards uo ciredin:
" £ apo.-doln Wit -ihe _eongtable botmeen, e lending peiry As they up;rdached v
P oo o little closer together cnd gon on the loot-path apparently %o glve
= -« ,» a clear road, As the leadlnyg soldlers came in 1ino vith Imrley and Hanley
pila . - wuu ' who woere the last of our group, they fired two shots fraa the dnly guns
s T a ve had. Ghat vas our signal, Ve sprang fram the poth on the cyelists who
T SRR G werc helpless vith rifles oslung on thelr byecleles, Unce relicved of tlelr
amms #hey without askin~ stripped off dandoliers end ateol Ilelmets and
ni¥sCAhen in a heap on the middle of the road., (mo Cemoron who had

s b T -t ————— g e .
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STATEMENT PREPARED BY THOMAS HOURIHANE, N.T.,
(DECEASED)

Midleton, Co. Cork.

July 1918,

Raid on Captain Morgan's. Bunalun, Skibbereen:

During 1918 I had organised and kept a Company
of Volunteers on frequent drilling parades at Dreeny
Bridge, Skibbereen. Captain Korgan of Bunalun had
become very aggressive to his workmen, telling them
"many Irishmen would get a chance of going to heaven
out of the trenches". We decided on getting his wind-
up by raiding his home for sporting guns, at about
10.%20 a.m. one mormng we disguised ourselves, and held
up workmen in Morgan's yard at about 1.3%0 p.m. at point
of revolver. We got four sporting guns and a box of

cartridge:.caps in this raid.

1320 early on.

Attenpted raid on Killeagh Camp:

In company with J. Aherne and T. Manley of
Midleton Coy., I went to hold up a soldier who to our
knowledge carried mails from the camp to Castlemartyr
P.0. every evening about six o'clock. We captured
the man who came along cycling. "He gave his name and
address as Private White of Sudbury. We took him to
a disused quarry where it had been arranged we should
walt Cove and Midleton Volunteers to assemble atb
(9 o'clock). Tne prisoner gave us full detail of
approach to camp, number of soldiers, where arms were
situated, atc. He was ready to assist us by coming

with us to the door, on condition he was allowed to



fall back then and save his own life. At appoainted
time the Midleton Coy. arrived but Queenstown men were
late. On arrival of the former, Diarmuid Hurley
(Batt. 0/C), T. Manley and myself in charge of the
prisoner approached the camp. It was dark and the
idea was to have a final look at tha i1mmediate
surroundings of the camp. I remember having a rope
round the prisoners5 body as he walked in front of me,
and my orders were to shoot him 1f he attempted to
warn his comrades, two of whom were on guard at the
entrance door. We arrived at a spot about fifty or
sixty yards from the camp and lay on the ground behind
some gorse bushes. In a few minutes the light in
what we were told by the prisoner was the guard room
went out and two soldiers came towards our position -
kicking the bushes as they came. We got to our feet
and still in a stooping position we hid behind a smail
shed. I took the prisoner back to the quarry followed
by the others. All was up and we dispersed 1n
failure. A group of us came along the railway line
towards Midleton bringing the prisoner with us so that
he could not give our whereabouts too soon.

Iventually he was set-free and returned to camp.

February 10th. 1920.

Castlemartyr Barrack:

The 10th February, 1920, was fair day in Midleton
and R.I.C. men from outlying stations came to town for
duty on that day. Two men came from Castlemartyr
barrack. It was believed these men were armed with
revelvers, and two Volunteers, T.Manley and another,
went towards Churchtown to disarin them when they were

returning to barracks in the &ening. The R.1.C. came



along cveling on the foot-path and were held up by
pushing a farm cart on to the path from a side road.
Phey were found to be unarmed. They were immediately
blindfolded and handcuffed and put into a vacant farm
house a short distance on the Castlemartyr side of
Churchtown Cross. Local Volunteers were placed in
charge of them and a local man was sent back to Diarmuid
Hurley (Batt. 0/C) saying there was a possibility of
taking Castlemartyr barracks and telling where the two
prisoners were held. T. Manley and his comrade
continued on to Castlemartyr and we did not meet them

again until the barracks had been taken.

When Hurley got the word, he sent a messenger
to me stating just as was said to him and asking me to
join him at the junction of Youghal road and St. Mary's
road. This I did wath little delay and found 1in all
about fifteen men assembled. D. Hurley and I cycled
on having told the others who were on foot that they would
find ourbicycles on the roadside opposite the house where
the prisoners were held. As we cycled along, we
arranged what we considered our best plan of action.
We were to ask our prisoners to go to the door and
knoclk., When the door opened, they could fall back and
get away while we rushed in. Arrived at the farm house,
Hurley took one prisoner and moved along the main road.
I, with the other, followed at a little distance. We
both suggested to our prisoners what we wanted them to
do, and each gave a point blank refusal by stating,
"Put me up against the wall and shoot me before I'll
give away my own ment" We tried bluff of every kind
and informed them that we would capture the barrack in

any case, but they stood firm.
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Our men on foot overtook us as we reached the
sharp turn close to the village. Hurley put another
man 1n charge of his prisoner and came back to me.
Another Volunteer took charge of my pflsoner. Hurley
and myself then éiscussed the failure at Killeagh
previously, and we declded getting in at the door af
we had a third man to help us back 1f either of us got

wounded. We got the man, Joseph Aherne, and the three
of us went down the "street towards the door. Steps

led up to the door and a little wall ran down at either
side of the steps and along the side-path. J. Aherne
lay on the zround beside the wall at the right-hand
side, and Diarmuid Hurley and myself mounted the steps.
I lay back over the wall at the left, and he did the
same at the right, just for a moment to steady ourselves.
Then -Diarmiid asked if I were ready and I said, "Yes". He
knocked - at the door, and a voice asked, "Who's there?".
"Sergeant O'Brien"", was the reply. The bolt was
drawn and the door opened slightly. Diarmuid dashed
his foot in between the door and the jamb, but as on all
barrack doois at this time there was a chain on this
door. I rushed from my side round to the ;lght, and
stood elose to Diarmuid's back, with my right side
against the door. I ppt my hamd over his shoulder,
turned my gun in the open space and opened fire. The
policeman put out his gun several times and fired

until he emptied his gun. During the firing, Diarmuid
had been beating the chain with his revolver in an
effort to burst it, and by the time the firing ceased
the staple had come away out of the jamb. There was
then a pushing match between us, two of us outside and

Constable Lee inside. He had the advantasze of being



a step higher than we were, and he was a powerfully
built man. However, we galined little by little and,
as soon as there was room enough, Diarmuid pushed

himself in. The door banged out on ne.

What happened 1inside; Lee still held his back
to the door: both pointed guns at each other and
pulled, no shot - Lee's gun was empty and the safety
catch had gone in Diarmuid's as he was beating the
chain. Then a hand-to-hand struggle took place while
Lee kept his full weight against fhe door inside, and my
effort to push it in was hopeless. Diarmuid must have
got a telling stroke nome, as the door opened with a
bang. There stood Lee, with an eye hanging qut, and
_Dlarmuld a pace away watching the doors and stairs
leading to the hall. Lee staggered into the day-roomn.
J. Aherne cazne in and got orders to cover the constable
with a carbine that stood in the room. As we stood 1n
the hall, Diarmuid asked me 1n surprise, "Is 1t taken?"
Then he shouted for any others in the barrack to fight,
but there was no response. He blew a whistle, and the
remainder of our men filed into the hall. He
questioned Lee 1n the day-room and, while he was doing so0,
I took the table-lamp,and a number of us went up stairs.
There was a door on the left of the landing. I tried
opening it, but 1t was locked. I did not delay, but
rushed into two others in search of arms which I did not
find. As I returned to the locked door, Diarmuid had
come up. I told him 1t was locked. On looking
through the key-hole, we saw the key insaide. Diarmuid
threatened to fire through the key-hole 1f not opened.
The key turned, the door opened and we stood face to

face with Sergeant 0'Sullivan. He told us where the



arms were. The quantities procured of carbines and
revolvers I now forget, but we got our first box of
hand grenadeé there. The telephone was dismantled in
the Sergeant's room, to the accompaniment of some
gruff remarks from him as to would-be patriots, etc.
We sent for priest and doctor for Lee. The two
prisoners of the early evening, still blindfolded,
were brought into the hall, and we were ready to move
off. Before leaving, Diarmuid and I shook hands with
these two R.I.C. men and hoped to meet in better times,
as we had to admire their loyalty to their comrades,

mish as we desired otherwise.

May 8th, 1920.

Clovne Barracks:

On Saturday, May 8th, 1920, in coupany with
T. Manley, I went to Cork. We searched several garages
for a car, but could .get none until coming to Grey's
garage at Summer Hill. Grey, who was a Volunteer, told
us he had not a car except a military officer's car
which was ain for repairs and that would do fine. At
about 7 p.m., we set out for Tubbereenmire driven by
Grey. ’ There we got some rifles, c¢leaned and oiled
them. Drivaing by a back road to Midleton, we reached
St. Mary's road where we took 1n some cases of ammunition
1n Hurley's digs (Diarmuid). We then proceeded to
Clovne technical hall, at the Miadleton side of the village.
Qur arrival and the assembling of Volunteers were
unnoticed, as we were prevaring for the staging of two

plays in the hall on the following night

It was then before 10 p.m., and two men were sent

to Mrs. Meade's public house adjoining the barracks, so



that Lhey might be i1nside to open the door for us in
case we did not arrive before closing time. When

10 otclock caue, Mrs. Meade ordered them out and
threatened to send for the police if they did not lesave.

They returned to the hall.

When ready, we went up the street in lackadaisical
fashion. Some snipers of ours had got into a store
opposite the barracks, with orders to fire into the
barracks when the attack opened. Mrs. Meade's door
was locked. Joe Aherne proceeded to cut a panel out of
it. Simultaneously, Diarmuid Hurley proceeded to
nearest barrack window, and emptied his revolver through
the loop-hole in the steel shutter. When Mrs. Meade's
door opened, we got in and up-stairs to a room over the
bar and adjoining the barrack. With five others,
armed with revolvers, I was lined up ready to rush into
the barracks when the cross wall was blown out. Sedn
Kelleher of Carra bored a hole near the fire place and
inserted a stick of gelignite. The explosion did not
penetrate through, and the fumes came back 1nto our own

rooil, We had to leave until the fumes cleared.

A1l this time, grenades were poured from the
barracks into the street and Verey lights sent up. (The
snipers in the store did their shooting well - aiming
while Verey lights lat up the sky and firing in thg

darkness).

On returning after the fumes cleared, we found
the wall was not penetrated. Kelleher went te work
again with a hammer and chisel and made just a small
hole through. Diarmuid Hurley rested a rifle on edge

of hole and fired in. The bullet ricocheted off a



stone and lodged in his arm. He whispered to me he
was wounded. He took off coat and vest, pulled up

the sleeve of his shirt. The bullet was 1n the flesh
only. He bulled it out. We rubbed lodine, which T
had, to the wound. I bound a handkerchief round his
arm and he put on his coat and vest again, saying, "As
good as ever , again, lads!" He decided the fight was
lasting too long. He took a silver tea-pot from a
s1de-board 1n the room, and remarked, "I am goling to
make tea, lads". He filled the tea-pot with petrol
from the ordinary two gallon tin and poured 1t through
the hole as best he could. He lighted a handkerchief
and, in doing so, the floor of room took fire.

However, he persevered until he pushed the handkerchief
threugh the hole inte tﬁe barrack. In doing so, he
got badly burned. Some petrol spilled on his raght

hand as well as on the floor, and, to the elbow, his

hand was absolutely raw.

The public house being then on fire, we had to
leave. We rushed down stairs and could see fire
dropping in to the bar from the room which we had left.

We got out the door and down the street, keeping close

to the wall. Having passed a few doom, we saw a porch
where we all stood 1n. The pub was then blazing, and
the barracks showed no sign of fire, the men in the
store still sniping into it. As we walited, minutes
seemed hours, thinking the barracks would remain aintact.
It must have been only minutes until one window burst
completely out and, after it, leaping flames. We
shouted. In a few more minutes, a pillow-slip was
thrown from the window over the barrack door -

surrender.



Commandant Hurley went into the street and
shouted, "Cease fire!“. There was not a shot. The

barrack door opened and Sergeant Grace headed ten men

into the street. One man was wounded, and had his
head bandaged. Commandant Leahy enquired of the
Sergeant where the arms were. They both entered the

burning barrack, and upstairs, in the far corner of a
room, they could see a box actually on fire. The

Sergeant begged, for God's sake, to leave as that was
a box of hand grenades. The arms were scattered in

all « places 1nside, and only a few were got.

Immediately the police were 1n the street, I, 1in
company with five others, stood guard over them.
Diarmuid Hurley went to Dr. Power, then in Cloyne
district, to have his wounds dressed. The doctor came

back with him.

By this time, Volunteers had goné for é long
ladder to cut the roof between the burning houses and
the post office. These house were to the leeward of
the barracks and had the flames blown on themn. As
the ladder was being put up, Dr. Power insisted with
Hurley that we move off, and he and the locals would do

their utmost to stop the flames.

The order to disperse was given. Hurley,
Manley and myself marched the police towards Midleton,
almost a ﬁile. There, a tree was felled across the
road and a car awaited us at the Midleton side. We
bade the R.I.C. good night, boarded the car and drove
off to Midleton. The others went on by the only open
road to Tubbereenmire. Just as I reached my digs in

the Crescent, Cork road, I heard lorries rush past on
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the way to Cloyne. The trees felled on the main road

had delayed them.

That Sunday evening we innocently gathered in
the Cloyne technical hall and acted our parts in the
plays. Hurley, though present, (was too badly ) hurt

to take his part.

Ard June, 1920.

Disarming of Camerons at Midleton:

On Saturday evening, June 5th 1920, I had
returned to Midleton on the evening train from Cork.
While down street to get newspapers, I met Diarmuid
Hurley and T. Manley coming from their digs towards the
Cork road side of the town. They told me a patrol of
the newly arrived Camerons had gone out Mill road on
plcycles, accompanied by Constable ('Connor, and in all
probability they would go around by Carrigane to
Carrigtwohill, and baclt by the main Cork road. We
decided on a score of bowls and played towards Hile

Bush.

Before the bowling started, we were joined by
other Volunteers who had got word. In all, we didn't
have more than nine or ten men. We bowled along,
having an eye out for the cyclists. Just as we
apprcached a turn on the Midleton side of Milebush, we
saw the patrol coming over the hill towards us,cycling
two deep, with the constable between the leading pair.
As they approached, we came a little closer together
and got on the foot-path, apparently to give a clear
road. As the leading soldiers came in lire with

Hurley and Manley who were the last of our group, they
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fired two shots from the only guns we had. That was our
signal. We sprang from the path on the cyclists who
were helpless, with rifles slung on theair cycles. Once
relieved of their arms, they without asking stripped off
bandoliers and steel helmets, and piled them in a heap

on the middle of the road. One Cameron, who had a I
punctured bicycle, was some distance behind. He at

once took cover and opened fire. He must have fired in
the air, as he could not have missed knocking out one of

his own men or one of us. Hurley ordered us to take

cover. This we did behind both fences. He then ordered

the soldiers to fall in and form fours. He marched
them back against their firing comrade. We folilowed on
their cover. We had disarmed the soldier in charge of

the party and, when he came within earshot of the man in
cover on the roadside, he gave an order to put down his
gun which he did. The lot were then stoocd facing the
fence in single file, the constable on the extreme left.
He knew me, being from my native place near $k1bbereen;
and fearing they were all to be shot, he called me by
name in a most appealing tone. 1 did not answer.
Hurley saw that we could not prevent this awkward
situation of Connor appealing to me. He told me to
take one of the soldier's bicyecles and move off. As

I did so, an oncoming motor from Cork was held up.

The arms and ammunmition were piled in and taken to Mr.

DtShea's farm at Tubereenmire.

I cycled down an old road, hoping 1t would lead
down to the road to Slattey road. The old road went
only part of the way, and I had to cross some fields

with the bieycle on my shoulders, until I reached the
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Slattev road. I cycled to Jim Aherne's of
Harryscourt, changed my cyele for his, and going
round by Carrigtwohill, got back to Kidleton by the

Milebush road again.
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