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STAThMENT BY. WILLIAM ROCHE "
B :

SkeheeA MltLhéls:own Co. Cork.
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I was born at Skeheen, Mitchelstown, |[in April 1890.

My pareﬂtSW'ere_faEmersﬁ . I was educated at Christian Brothers

School, Mitchelstown, uﬁtil I reached the age of 16.

ShoEtly after leaving school of 1906 I went to Australia
where I went to work on a fruit farm. I was engaged on this_

work for' about two years when I joined the Department of Lands

in Queen%land as an inspector,. After a period of two years
in this service I joined‘Queensland Mounted_Police, in which
force I ;erved until 1915. Farly in 1916 my brother, who
carrie& on the farm here at home, was accidentally shot and,
at the réquest of my parents,|I returned home to take over

|
the farm'at Skeheen, Mitchelstown, where I|still reside.

I j?ined Mitchelstown Company of Iriéq Volunteers early

in 1918.1 The strength of the|unit was about fifty and, as

?canﬁrecollect, the o?ficers veres-

far as I 0/C. Dan O'Keeffe;

1st Lieut. Mick O'Sullivan; 2nd Lieut. Sean| Keane.

|

There was an increase in

L

the strength of the company
later in #he year when the énforcement of conscription was
threateneﬁ by the‘Britisﬁ, buJ there was no,change in the
officersl During:this pe}iod several raids|for arms were
carrled out. Nearly all member of the comﬁany took part in

these ralds at one time or another. The arms seized in the
raids wer% mainly shotguns. In addition to [the normal
training in close order f?ot d{ill, é% this [time, we were
engaged in making bﬁckshof'and refilling cartridges with same.
We wefé also engaéedlin watihing the activities of R.I.C. and

other eneﬁy forces ahd regortlng the details to our Battalion

H.G. We were, at thls t:LmeEll attached (I think) to

! W
| |
u !




Castletownroche Battaﬂion, Cork WBr:gade.

|

;Thpre was no|exceptional activity during the latter

portion of the year 1918J

Eale in 1919, Cork“ﬁrlgade was divided into three

brigade$. The original brigade embraced the whole of Cork
County and was made up of‘soﬁe twenty batéalions. Qur
battalion (Castletownroche) now became 2 unit of Cork II
Brigadei The other battalions in this brilgade which covered
north Cérk area wére:— Férmoy, Mallow, Kanturk, Newmarket,
Mlllstreet and Charlev111e. The officers of thewnew brigade
vere:- ! 0/C. Liam Lynch (Fermoy), Vice 0/C, Dan Hegarty,
(Mallow); Adjutant Tom ‘Barry (Glanworth);| Q.M. George Power,
(Fermoy ).

TomiBarry was appointedyadjutant, but| retained this post

only for| a matter of weeks when he returned to his own area
to take charge of CastlétOwnJoche Battalion. Hevvas r eplaced
as brigade adjutént by GeorgelPower who, in ﬁurn, was

replacedias Q.M. by Jerh. Buckley (Mourneabbey).

b

The |officers of Castletownroche Battalion now were, as
Creep

far as I|lcan recollect: 0/C.|{Tom Barry; V.0/C. Ned Soud;
Adjutant Dan Shlnnlck' Q.M. |Sean Curtin.

The companies in Castletounroche Battﬁlion wvere:-
Glanworth, Castletownroche, M%tchelstown, Kildorrery,
! i
Doneraile, Shanballymore, Killavullen, Ballindangan.

There was no unusual activity of a military nature

during 1919. Normal training \was, however,|carried on and

all members were geitingitrained in musketr& with the aid of
. . 1
.22 rifle. All Volunteers took part in the|collection of

Déll Elreann Loan,during the spmmer and autumn of 1919G.
R ' | i i o
At Baster 1920, all members of Mitchelstown Military

' o0 L |
Barracks (evacua?ed) in-aﬁpordance'with H.G. General Order.
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On this 6ccasio# I was e+

|

.When Ballylanders Ra

i

Mit chel stown road .

*

gaged in blocking the Fermoy~-

3.

I.Cl.' Barracks was attacked by the

men of East Limerick Brigade|in April 1920, the members

our company (Mitchelstown

and cuttlng enemy 11nes'o

of

) were engaged in blocking roads

f communication.  We were on the

dlrect line of approach\of enemy reinforcements from KllWOrth

Camp. and Fermoy and solhad g big job to ensure that all

' ! cp
possiblé avenues of approéch to East Limerick area were

I was a member of an armed gu

engaged'ﬁn blocking the M

itchelstown-Ballylanders road.

closed.

ard for a strong party which was

Wheh Kilmallock R. I C. Barracks was attacked during May

1920 Eall members of Mltchels

51m11ar Lapa01ty. |

'
i

]

itown Company were engaged ina

During the summer of 1920 I took part |with different

members of the unit in several ragds on the local mails,

but, as far as I can recollect, no information of military

value was obtained.

-

i i ]
As far as I was concerned

o

, I carried out the normal

duties asl a Volunteer in!Mitchelstown Company up to early

March 1921, when I was appointed 0/C.

| .
company now were:- o/C

Sean 0'Neill; 2nd Lieut

. Tom Hoche.

The officers of the

+ Willliam Roche (witness); lst Lieut.

Shortly after my appointment as 0/C. of Mitchelstown

Company , it was decided to subdivide the Castletownroche

battalion

(a) Mitchelstown and Ballygiblin Companies
(b) Castletownroche, Klllavullen and

into four sections as follows:-

: Ballyhooley Companies| - 0/C. Jack
(e) Doneralle, Shanbal]ymore Companies - 0/C. Dick

~ 0/C. William
Roche (witness).

Lane.
Smith.

i
(a). Glanworth Klldorrery,Ballinlough "\‘- 0/C. Tom Barry.

i
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I was now 0/C. ff Mitche%stown and Ballygiblin area sub-

battalion. Some of tne.gifles in the Castletownroche Battalior

were diFtributed amongﬁtythe sub-ba?talions, but most of them
were kept in (d) area which was in the centre of the battalion
where they would be reaﬁily available if urgently rgquired.
The rifles distributed %6 the sub-battalions were used to

train the members ‘of the local companies.

'

'Atithis time all companies were regularly engaged in
the destruction of enemy lin%s of communication, blocking
roads, destroying bridges, thting telegraph wires and

generally endeavouring to hinder the movements of enemy forces.

IRe%ular meetihgs o? the |{Battalion Council were now held
at diff§rent venues in thé area. As 0/C, of Mitchelstovn-
Ballygibﬁinrsub-battalion; my, attendance at these meetings
was nece%sary. At a meeting held about mid-April, arrangements

were made to demolish Ballygiblin bridge before the end of the

month. in this connection I |sent a dispatLh to Mick

0'Sullivan (a segtion 1e%qer in Mitchelstown. company) to
mobilise| his sectisn. About 80 men were mobilised for the
job, but|Mick O0'Sullivan and faddy Clifford of Mitchelstown
Company ﬁere arrested on thei% way to the assembly point

by a paréy of military. Both!men were armed and, in addition,
my dispatch to OfSullivag regirding the mobilisation was found
on him. |This indicated to thé enemy that Ballygiblin Bridge
was to be demolished and they |were now aware that our forces
(I.R.A.) were being mobilised |for this job.| As large enemy
forces were available at Kilworth Camp and Fermoy, the enemy

toqk immediate steps to surround the area in which we were

due to assemble (Bailygiﬂiin Bridge). Large forces began to
converge ?n Ballyéiélin aréa ﬁdthin about an hour of the time
at which Q’Sullivén and Cl#ffcrd were captured and it was due
| ol ~
. ’ | i|?
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] .
to the efficiency of our scoutlng arrang

'managed to get through %he
. [ | | Hi

h

. b
Thé 1lst Southern-Divis
about‘this time and Llam Ly
Dlvisional 0/C.

(0/C. Nevmarket Battalion).

now.weye:-

Adjutant Dan Shinnick; Q.M

Within a short time -
Sean Moylan waé'arrestEd,

in brléade officers who now

enemy cordon.

nech (0/C., Corl

Heufas replaced as 0/C.

0/C. Sean Moylan;

5e

|
ements that we

ion of the I.B.A. was formed

k II Brigade) became

bj Sean Moélan

The officers of Cork II Brigade
Vice 0/C.

« Paddy O'Brien.

George Powver;

gbout mid-May 1921, I think,

and this led to a further change

were:- 0/C. George Powerj

Vice O/L Paddy O‘Brlen,

Murphy.

Adjutant Dan Shinnick;

‘@M. Ned

During the firstweek in May 1921, Mick O'Sullivan and

Paddy Clifford, who had been taken prisoners on the night

fixed for the destructlon 0

of April, were tried by cOur

found in possession of arms

They were defended at their

solicitcr; Mitchelstown, who

for a condltlonalforderiof hi

refused.

to appeal to the House cf.LOJ

Skinner

Simon -~

proceedings was £2000.
!
this money in the battaﬂlon

I
collected £950 in the parish and £1100 was
The lJa ct

throughout the area.

£1970.
! “\
!ll

W

i

|

|
|
i

but leave to appeal

the leading light at
£300 and a retainer of £300 g

Arrar

iThe case was argued

} Ballygiblin Brldge at the end
tmartial on al charge of being
o They were sentenced to death.
trial by Mr. J.G. Skinner,
decided to apply to the Courts
abeas corpus. | This order was
was granted and it was decided

rds. In this

connection, Mr.

briefed Michael Comyn, K.C., who engaged Sir John

the English Bar. The fee was

| The e stimated cosgst of the

day.
gements were made to collect
area and, in one week, I
subscribed

ual cost of the defence was

in the House of Lords prior to
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the Tpuce. The death.senﬁences were suspended: The decision

in this case covered thel cases of 17 other

I.R.A. who were under senéehcefof death at

i

members of the

the time. The

! | b
appeal was successful and the| lives of 19 men were saved.

|

I was present at a Battalion Council.

eeting whichw as

1 : 1
held in Droumadeer about: mid-June 1921, when a captured

| L
British intelligence:report was read.

that %he area north of the river Blackwater

r eport indicated

was now 'quiet!

and that the Brltlsh forces should now concentrate on mopping

up the area south of the river.

this meeﬁing to liven up;conditions in our

Arrangements were made at

area. Orders were

issued to harass the enemylin every possible way, especially

by snipiAg-posts and conﬁoYs when conditions were suitable for

such 6perations. Snlping parties were regularly ona ctive

serv1ce all over the area, but, owing to the strength of the.

enemy convoys encountered, were unable to take any effective
' .

.aetion.

Thg%weather was ekcéptionally dry about this time and,

as a result, the1wafer supply |to the military barracks, which

was at the highesk boint in the town of Mitchelstown, failed

on occasions. The ﬁilitéry atmhorities;a.c:ordingly, arranged

to draw a! supply each day from

the fountain|on the Clonmel

road.. Thr supply. was taken to the barracks in a water cart

drawn by ‘two mules. It was usually escorted by a party

consisting of a sergeant, a corporal and about a dozen soldiers

oo i Ly
This party always travelled in

extended order and, while the

water cart was bring filled, covered off an|area on either

side of the fbuntaiﬁ. Arrangements were made to snipe this

party from a positiqn about 100 yards north|of the pbsition on

the Clonmel road on jthe morning of 27th June 1921. When the

|

ambush party of eight rifilemen|were moving into position before

L

| .
daybreak, |they were iinformed that a small column of British

I
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forces had gone %ut the C%her Hill=-Limerick road a short

time previously End were éomewhere in the rear'of the position

7

seleqted by our barty. I% the circumstances, it wa.s decided
not to attempt to énipe fﬁe ‘water cart!' party‘and the section
Withdrewitowards:Béllygfbiin. Amongst those in the party
were = William Gallahue,'ﬂossy Walsh, Patrick J. Luddy, Henry
Feene&, Jack O'Néi;l, Jip?Luther and Wm. Roche (withess).
When the party r eached Ballygibbin; they took up ambush

positions behind the roadside| fence on the [Mitchelstown-

Clonmel road. Here we ﬁere joined a short time later by Paddy
; |+

Luddy (Battalion Vice O/G;) After some time it was d ecided -

to move to a more suitablefposition, but just as we were about

A
1 1 [ . .
to move, a large enemy convoy made its appearance. This convoy

consisted' of an open touring car, four lorries and a double-

turreted armoured car. As the strength of this convoy would

1 '
not give Our party a fighting [chance, it was decided to let
1t pass through w1thout a shot. Although we remained in

position throughout\the day there was no further enemy activity.
‘ i lp

. ! .
We took up positions in this area on three or four

occasions |in the following ten|days but there was no appearance

. | :
by the enemy. Evﬁntuallyl it was decided to attack the

|

""water cart" party at the Fountain and to mopilise for this

job all available FeL in the Mitchelstown and Ballygiblin
! | :
companies.| The date'was flxed for 10th July 1921, and it was

arranged to obtain six rifles ﬂrom the central dump in
Kildorfery Company area. We allso arranged to collect six

revolvers. ‘We then arranged for the mobilisation of about
. ' | | .
20 men at daybreak on 10th{ July|1921. These men were allocated
hantd
| j
| I
(a) Three riflemen to|cover R.I.C. and Black and Tan
' Barracks - 'Pa! Qulnlan, Jack O'Brien, Maurice
0'Donoghus. | These men|were behind a sod fence
~ about 200‘yards from the barracks.

l | I“ .
AR
|
|

as fOllbWS‘—




(b)

(d)

There was no activity umtil close on

|l‘| - ]

> M
A
l‘ | i{
Three riflemen to cover the milit
Patk. J.|Luddy {Tom| Roche, Jeromé
These men were|

450 yards from
accomp?nled by

the enemy post. T

% scout or runner

The main attacklng party of six r

Wm. Gallahue, Jim Ligther, Tim Fay
Mark Ahearne and Leo Skinner, and

men - Mick Dunne, Matt Slattery,
Bill O'Donoghue, .ok McCarthy.

were in position in|the creamery
the Fountain. ' I was in charge of
and was a rmed w1th a revolver.

Two revolver men - Dick Perrott a
at the Junctlon of Iower Cork St.

road. ! These men were to deal wi
who was ﬁsuallX left in position

8.

ary barracks -
Hurley.

on hlgh ground approximately

hey were
(Brian Roche).
iflemen -
s Sean O'Neill,
five shotgun
Jack Farrell,
This party
yard opposite
this section

nd Dan Coleman.-
and Clonmel

th a sentry

at this corner.

approach of the enemy party was signalled

They"arrived at the Fountain

usual po’sitions o

about 9 a.m.

They‘ﬁere extended over

80 yards between the junctlon of Lr. Cork

i

road and some yards east of the Fountain.

F:a.m. when the

by our sAcouts.

and took up the

a distance of about

St. with the Clonmel

Just as the enemy

party topk up their positions, the main at%acking party at

(ec) abOVE dashed through the

gate of the c

reamery yard,

where they had been under cover, shouting 'Hands up' and,

simultaneously, épéned ﬁiﬁe, and disarmed two or three of

the enemy.

~arms with them -

i | ;
Some'of-the EQemy party dashed

l

1but, meanwhile, the enemy

away - taking.their

sentry at the

junction|of lower Cork St. and Clonmel road opened fire and

wounded two of wur men (Wm. Gallahue and Leo Skinner).

The two men at (d) above, who|had been allocated to deal with

this sentry, had obviously mistimed their actioﬂ;'so leaving

this man |at libeﬁtm to f%ﬂ? on our men (I.R.A.) from a

sheltered position.,
tried torally his men, But f%iled.

wounded and the othprs da

As the time of

The ‘'sergeant in charg
Three
shed

| H’f

attendgnce

_! H‘

away, taking

R

e of the enemy party
of them were

their arms with ther

of the 'water party' at the




'Fouﬂtain
plans to

o ;
upon. As a result, thﬁ eneny

1

| ok
| .

i |

9.

was not fixed |for any particular houf; no definite

l 1]

5 . .
cut enemy linesjof [communication| could be embarked

forces at the military barracks

t f i [
and R.I1.C. post were able to communicate yith Kilworth

militar& camp —.aﬁout three miles distant|- during the course

. i .
of the anagement? The danger of the early arrival of enemy

reinforéements COépelleh;our party to withdraw without delay

t

to Ballygiblin area, takfng our wounded comrades with us.

The wounded men received medical attention at 'Pa' Quinlan's

home in|Ballygiblin where they remained on the night of 10th

July 1921.

Next day, after the declaration of the Truce,

William |Gallahue, who was the more seriously wounded, was

removed |to Mercy Hospité%, Ce
. .: ‘ 'J

‘The

]

THe

1 ¥
covering parties atithe R.I.C. and military barracks

continuéd to snipe'these enemy posts for approximately haif

an hour ?fter the cessation ¢

f the main engagement of The

: | .
Fountaini. They then withdrew to Ballygiblin area where they

joined the membersof the.main body.

BERE

This was thg }ast epéagement in the area prior to the

11th July 1921, 4t 12 o'clock (nocn), but I would

Truce on

like to point out that ibSt o

f the members |of the Mitchelstown

Company were on active s ervice with the battalion flying

column under the Brigade Vice

time or a

Just
The five

I
i b
o v b
prior to ‘the Iruce,

Millstree

formed into a new brigade = Co

eastern e
Battalion

Brigade.

\

t) at the %estefn”end

nd (Fermoy;, Castletow
e 1
of Westawaterfbrq Br

1

f 't

0/C. (William O'Regan) at oné

nother during the period October 1920 to July 1921.

Cork II Brigadé was reorganised.

battalions (Mallow, Kanturk, Newmarket, Charlevilile,

of the brigade area were
rk IV. The battalions at the
nroche) toget?er with Lismore

igade formed the new Cork II
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T shouldgstate, aﬁ this stage, that Castletownroche

|

Battalion was.d%vided into| two sections |- Glanworth and
|

CaStletownrocﬁe4 The %fficers of the new brigade were:-

=

upon prier to the Truce, di

|
think tnat thlS reor

Cork II Brigadée'- 0/C..

1 ; V'/O‘C.
| © Adjt.
! \ IL Q.M.

| 0/C.l Police.

Cork IV Brigade. - [0/C.

| Vi0/C.
‘ - Adit.

! ' Con Q-M-'

'

P ln

l

operdtlon until some days after

'
'

Witness|:

George Fower

William O'Regan

Dan Shinnick
(Cannot r ecollect)
Willian Roche (witness).

Paddy O'Brien
Ned Murphy
Eugene McCarthy
Mick O'Connell

panisation, although agreed

d not actually come into

the Truce.

My rank at the Truce - 0/C. Mitchelstown Coy.,

| Castletownroche Battallon,

N

|
|

i
fEQ?ilgge»ymzaz

(P. 0 Donnell)

iw- Date:
|

Cork II Brigade.

was also O/C. Mltcheistown-Ballyglblln sub-Battallon,
(see page 3). _

Strength of the company was about one hundred.'

| Sléned.mm

(William Roche)
4;557L7b412;,ﬁ?éﬁ§

6th Mérch, 1956.
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