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STATEMENT BY JAMES HURLEY,

Kilkerrinmore, Clonakilty, Co. Cork.

T was born at Kilkerrinmore, Clonakilty, on December lth,
1895, My parents were farmers. I was educated at Lisavailrd
N.S. until I reached the age of 12 years, when I left school

to work on my parents' farm.

My father was a prominent member of the Land League
in the district and devoted a lot of time to the organisation
of the League. He was a regular speaker at meetings in the

arca,

Iate in 1913 or eerly 1914 I joined the I.R.B.
I was sworn in by Patrick O'Keeffe, who was Head Centre for
the area. As far as I can recollect, the other members of
the group were: Joe Flynn, Sefn Colliﬁs (brother of liichael
Collins), Paddy O'Keeffe, John (Flyer) Nyhan, Dan Kingston,
Felix 0*Neill, James Walsh, kichael Donoven and Tim Crowley.

The group met once & fortnight at different venues.

I joined the Kilkerrin section of Lyre Company of the
Irish Volunteers in April, 1915. The company was a unit of:
Cork Brigade. The: strength of our section (Kilkerrin) was
about 16 and the strength of the full company was about 30.
Ploneer members of our section were: Bugene ('Keeffe,
Patrick Sullivan, Dan 0O'Regan, James White, Patrick White,
Mick Crowley, Denis Sullivan, Jerh. 0'Sullivan, Patrick Regan,
Dan Regan, Jno. L. Sullivan, Tim Hurley, Jas. Hurley (witness),.
The officers of Lyre Compeny were:

0/C - James Walsh

lst Lt. - Sean 0'Donovan
2nd Lt. - John Crowley.



Training at this time consisted of close order foot-
drill and arms drill with wooden guns. Paredes were held
on two nights each week in fields in the area. All parades
were attended by the'O/C (James Walsh), who cerried out

drili 1nstruétio%;£ Normal parades and training continued

up to Februar}tﬂi916, when the 0/C (James Walsh) invited the
Ballinadee Company to come to Clonakilty to meet Lyre
Company. The Ballinadee Company travelled to Clonekilty

by train on a Sunday evening in late February. They were

in full uniform and carried arcs. Tom Hales was in charge
of the unit. Qur company (Lyre) was mobilised at Scannell's
Cross - 2bout 13 miles from Clonakilty on the Ballineen

road - and marched into Clonakilty to meet the men from

Ballinedee. About 2/3rds of our unit (Lyre) were armed

" with shotguns. The combined force then marched to Ardfield,

where we engaged in menoeuvres under the direction of Tom
Hales. I well remember the day of this parade

because only one civilian followed the parade to Ardfield.
He was a man of about 50 years of age at the time - James
0'Shea - & tailor by trade. When the manoeuvres were over
the joint companies marched back to Clonakilty railway
station, where the Ballinadee Company entrained for home.
Our company (Lyre) then marched back through Clonazkilty and
the parade was dismissed outside the town boundary. I
should have mentioned that the parade and manoeuvres wWere
watched by a party of R.I.C. from Clonzkilty throughout the

evening.

Early in 1915 two dumps were constructed in the
company &area. One was made in a field on the side of & hill
by digging a hole 7'X1'X}' and burying a waterproofed box
61X 'X2" in same. The box was covered by clay to a depth of
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2t and the sods were then replaced. The second

dump was made in a stone vault in Kilkerrin graveyard.
As the walls and floor of this vault were damp

a wooden floor was put in and suitable boxes fixed
within the vault. This work was apparently done in
anticipation of the landing of arms from the boat

on which Casement was later to travel from Germany.

Training and orgenising continued until Holy
Week, 1916. In the meantime, we had collected a
few more shotguns from sympathisers. We now had
about 30 shotguns and a supply of ammunition in the
company . The strength was now about 45. We also
had 2 revolvers. There was no change in the officers

of the unit.

As & member of the I.R.B. I was aware for
some time that there was likely to be some action at
Easter, 1916. We of the I.R.B. had planned as
our part in these activities to attack the R.I.C.
barracks at Milltown about & miles from Clonakilty.
As. BEaster drew near we were awalting instructlons,
and at the parade held before Holy Week the company
(Lyre) was ordered to assemble for manoeuvres at Con's
Cross - on Clonakllty-Milltown road - on Baster

Sunday at 11 a&.m.

Then the company had assembled at Con's Cross
on Easter Sunday, Seén O'Donovan (1lst Lieut.) arrived
and informed us that the proposed manoeuvres were
cancelled. ° Before dismissing the parade
the company was drilled for some time by Seén
0'Donovan. We were then informed that we were to go

nome quietly and to hold ourselves in readiness for



mobilisation at short notice. The parade was then

dismissed and we returned to our homes.

The company next paraded on the Tuesday of Easter
Week, 1916. The 0/C (James Walsh) was 1in charge of the
parade. He informed us of the Rising in Dublin. Normal
treining was carrled out that night and all men on
parade were ordered to be ready at a moment's notice.
A further parade was held on the following Friday night
and everybody was then aware of the happenings in Dublin.
As far as T can recollect, we were ordered by the 0/C
(James Walsh) on this occasion to dump all arms,

anminition and literature.

There was no exceptional activity for about a
week or ten days beyond the usual parades (Tuesday and
Friday). At this stage the R.I.C., accompanied Dby
military, carried out wholesale raids for arms 1n the
area, They did not get any guns but they arrested
Jim Walsh, 0/C; Sefn 0'Donovan, lst Lit.; Eugene 0O'Keeffe,
2nd Lt.; Tim Crowley, John Crowley, Peter Donovan and
Ed. Sullivan. They also raided later for several other
Volunteers in the area but they were not at home. The
arrested men were removed under strong milltary escort
to Cork gaol and later to England, being finally interned
in Frongoch (I think). Following the enemy raids
I did not sleep at home during the remainder of 1915.

Owing to the arrest of the officers and the general
disorganisation following enemy activities, the strength
of the company became depleted. As far as I can recollect,
there were only slx activer Volunteers in the area following
Easter Week, viz. Dan Regen, Jerh. Sullivan, Mick Crowley,
Denis Sullivan, Tim Hurley and James Hurley (witness).



I was the only I.R.B. man amongst the crowd. The members
of the I.R.B. who were still free continued to meet at
regular intervals, and it was through these meetings that
the orgenisation in the area was kept elive, We were all
the time discussing the situation with possible new
recruits, so that when the Irish Volunteers were being
reorganised in the late summer or carly autumn of 1917

we knew all the likely men in the area who could be

depended upon.

When the 0/C (Jemwes Walsh) was released from Frongoch
he called to see me on his return to the area. I reported
on the position in Kilkerrin area, stating there were still
six of the 'cld rellables'" and also a number of others who
would be likely to make good recruits. On the
instructions of the 0/C I compiled a list of the possible
new recrults and found that there were 30, Within a month
we formed a new company (Kilkerrinmore) in our own district.
The strength of the company was about 30. In addition
to the six men pre 1916 already mentioned, the following
were some of the new recrults: Dan Harte, Pat Sulliven,

Jim Harte, Denis Duggan, Pat Sulliven, Jas, White, John
White, Tim Regan, John White, Dan Sullivan, Dan Harte,
Paddy Barry. The first officers of the new company

(Kllkerrinmore) wheo were elected were:

C/C Patk. Sullivan
st Lt. Tim Huriey
2nd Lt. - Dan Sullivan
Q/k - James Hurley (witness).

Training in close order footdrill and arms drill
with wooden guns was carried out at weekly parades
which were held In the fields in the area. At this time
the arms held by the company consisted of 2 revolvers and

about 6 shotguns.



I think that early in 1918 the district wes organised
on a battalion basis. At this stage there were companies
in Clonakilty, Lyre, Ardfield, Shannonvale, Rosscarbery,
Kilkerrinmore, Ring, Reenascreena and Ross. These
companies formed the Clonakilty Battalion, Cork Brigade.
The officers of the bettalion were, 1 think:

C/C - Dan Harte
Vice 0/C - Tim O'Donoghue
Ad jt.- Batt. Murphy
/M - Paddy G'Keeffe,

About April, 1918, a ship - "The Norwegian" - was
torpedocd, of f Dirk Bsy. The ship did not sink but was
teached by the crew who were taken off. At low water
the boat was about % mile from the shore. As there was a
chance that there were some arms. on board, it was
decided to carry out a raid on the derelict shilp,
which, of course, was being watched by the coastguards and
R.I.C. A rowing boat was procured at night and six men
(Tim Hurley, Denis Sullivan, Dan Regan, Pat Sullivan,

Dan Sullivan and Pat C'Keeffe - Battalion Q/M) rowed out
to the ship end searched it for arms, but nothing of any
value was obtained. With three others (Jim White,
Mick Crowley and Jernh. Sullivan) I was on guard duty on
the shore while the raid was being carried out. There
were also a number of men engaged on scouting duty

but I cannot remember thelr names.

Normal training continued at this time and, in
addition, selected men were belng trained as scouts and
signallers. Al]l men were also being trained In the use
of cover and, occaslonally, there was target practice wilth

22 rifle,



I should have mentioned that all Volunteers were
active in organising Sinn Féin - the political wing of the
movement - in 1917 and 1918. This organisation was
mainly composed of Volunteers and members of thelr families.
There was, however, no special activity in the district
in connection with the general election in December, 1918,

as the Sinn F&in candidate was returned unopposed.

In the spring of 1919 Cork Brigade was divided into
three brigades. Clonakilty Battalion, to which my company
(Kilkerrinmore) was, attached, became & unit of the new
Cork 111 Brigade (West Cork). The first officers of the
new brigade were, I think:

0/C - Tom Hales

Vice 0/C - Ted O'Sullivan
Adjt.- Liam Deasy
Q/M - Pat Harte.

During 1919 there was no exceptional activity.

A1l units were mainly engaged in strengthening their
orgenisation. All Volunteers were also engaged during.the
later part of the year in orgenising and collecting the
first D41l Eireann Loan, Arising out of my activities

in connection with this aspect of the work, a force of
R.I.C. from Milltown raided my home in my absence, They
discovered some documents in connection with the D&il Loan
and informed my mother that I was a member of an illegal
organisation. I then went '‘on the run' and, as the R.I.C.
continued to raid regularly for me, I moved into Barryroe
area (Bandon Battalion). I was in this area when
Timoleague R.I.C. barracks was attacked in February, 1920.
I tock part in this operation, being engaged 1n scouting
duty on the Timoleague-Clonakilty road about & mile from

Timoleague. .



Early in 1920 there was a change in the officers of
Clonakilty Battalion as the 0/C (Dan Harte) had to retire
owing to 1ll health. He was replaced by Jim Hurley.

The officers of the battalion from this time untll the
Truce were:
0/C - Jim Hurley
Vice 0O/C - Tim O'Donoghue

Ad jt.- Batt. Murphy
QM - Peddy O'Keeffe.

During the summer of 1920 several raids were carried
out on the local mails throughout the area but, as far

as I kxnow, no informetion of importance was obtalned.

The Brigade 0/C (Tom Hales) and Brigade Q/M (Pat
were in Kilkerrinmore Company area early in July, 1920.
They were attending a Brigade Councll meeting which was
held at Sam's Cross. On their way back to Bandon Battalion
area they were taken prisoners by & party of military
(Essex Regiment). This led to & change in the officers
of the brigade. The new Brigade Staff was:

0/C - Charlie Hurley
Vice 0/C - Ted 0'Sullivan
Adjt.- Liam Deasy
Q/M - Dick Barrett.

I had returned to Clonakilty Battalion area about
April, 1920, and was moving round the district until
August 26th, when I was arrested at my home by & party of
military and R.I.C. I was taken to Clonakilty and later
to Bandon, where I was tried by a military court and
sentenced to three months' imprisonment, whiech I served in
Cork and Kilkenny prisons. While a prisoner in Cork
I was one of a party who removed Terence MacSwiney and Mick
Fitzgerald, who were on hunger-strike, from their cells

to the prison hospital.



I was released from Kilkenny gaol in November, 1920,
and returned to Clonakilty area,but did not come home.
From this date until the Truce I was 'on the run'. I took
part in all activities in the battalioh area but was mainly
engaged on duties with the /M (Paddy O'Keeffe)_- caring
arms in dumps, transferring arms to the Brigade Column,
arranging transport for the column and looking after

supplies.

Early in 1921 T was appointed Battalion 0/C
Transport and Supplies. My duties entailed the arrangement
of transport at various points through the area - ensuring
that a number of bicycles in good running order were
available at all times in each company area; also saddle.
horses, horses and traps; boets with all necessary
equipment where bays or rivers had to be crossed. This
work necessitated constant visits to the company areas to
ensure that the required transport was always avallable
gt short notice. In addition, I had to arrange for the
supply of food to the column when operating or in billets
in the area, This latter responsibility necessitated the
seizure of sheep for slaughter and transmission across the
country to wherever the column was billeted. Supplies of
clothing and such necessities. were usually obtained by
ralding the shops of hostlle traders. These activities
were continuous and were necessary whenever the column or

a section of 1t were in the battalion area.

The seizure of four farms in the area from loyallsts -
some of whom had been shot as sples - threw a lot of
responsibility on my shoulders. I was responsible for

removing the stock, implements and household goods from
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these farms. to the lands of friendly farmers in the district.
An inventory of all stock and goods had to be furnished

to the Brigade Q/M with details of where the stock and goods
were being kept; also particulars of sales of stock or
goods. as they occurred. These activities kept me fully

occupled.

Renk at the Truce - 0/C Transport and Suppliles,’
Clonakilty Bettalion, Cork 1lll1 Brigade. Strength of
the battalion at the Truce - about 600.

Signed: W
(James Hurley 57

Date: Vil -‘zé»m-d /Té.lz
4
23rd Feb, 1956.

] Q .
Witness: <;%P;Z;Pwma&df (P. O'Donnell)

{Investigator)
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