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Tourmakeady R.I.C. Barracks was situated on ﬁhe east
side of the road a 1little south of the'bridge whi#h crossed
the Tourmakeady river. The post office was almos% directly
opposite on the west side of the road. I was born in the
barracks on 31st October 1907. My father had com% there as
sergeant in charge either in December 1906 or Jangary 1907.
At first, I went to school in the Frotestant Nati?nal School

and when it was closed,through lack of numbers, to the

Monastery National School. i

The people of Tourmakeady were always very ffiendly
and my father knew them a1l by their first names.: The events

of Easter Week 1916 scarcely changed our relation$hips with
|

thie local people and the only hostility we ever exXperienced

was during the summer months when the students atﬁended the

: |
Irish College to study the Irish language. In most cases in

those days, the study of Irish was almost a badge%of
nationalist political views. Many of the young.péople who
came to Tourmikeady hated the R.T.C. and all that ‘they s tood
for and I feel that they influenced some of the péople around
against the abstract of foreign government rathertthan against
the individuals who represented it. In the months following
Baster Week, the police going on patrol carried théir carbines
but they still went about singly and, beyond this émall
display of force, life went on much as before. Th% district
vas very free of crime except an occasional petty %heft or

a row at a fair. There was one meeting about the fime of
conscription.‘ The people around were all small la%downers

‘and they were receiving good prices for their cattle and other

produci4and were better off than they had ever bee@ before.
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So, when 1916 became a memory, most of them had %ittle to

worry them except the inconveniences of sugar—ra%ioning and
the 'war flour', as it was called. It was not aigood ground,
one would have thought, in which to nurture the éeeds of
rebellion. - .

Yet, from the end of the war in 1918, there!was a
different feeling abroaﬁ. Thé younger men were &ot really
hostile but were to some extent openlyziefiant,z#s though
unsure how far they could go. They did not seem{very ¢clear
as to what form this new attitude should take or hs to vhere
it would lead them. For the most part, they expﬁessed
themselves in more or less friendly discussions vith my
father about the day whichwas coming when he anq his like
would have to- leave. In the meantime, 'outrﬁgesﬁ, as they
were called, were taking place in other parts of %he country.
In our part, everything was still fairly normal o? the
surface. | E

Cur barracks was inspected and it vas obviou§ that if
attacked it could not be defended by my father and his tﬁree
or four men. It had at that time no defence exce%t the
bars .common to all R.I.C. stations on the downstaﬁrs windows.
There were no steel shutters nor even sandbags. Fn 1916,
each policeman had, I think, 20 rounds of rifle ammunition
and, even though that had.been increased to 60,im%ediately
aftervards, four men could not do much against a %erious
attack, especially as half the building was'takeniup‘with
married qﬁarters which were occupied by my mothergand the

b
four of us children. !

It is difficult to know who was the more surprised -
. 1
the local people or my father and his men, when t@e station
was closed by order, llth November 1919. I remember the

- i
date because it was the first ammiversary of Armistice Day
n
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and previous instructions had been received'fof the
observance of two minutes silence by the whole 'party’.

Needless to say, that in the excitement of packing the
l
£

|
That evening my father and one or two men went to

matter was overloocked.

Partry Barracks, and two men wenf tg Derrypark. My mother,
p- S A ” |

my brother and two sistérsAEemaiﬁéd. My father!visited us
every day through the winter of 1919-20. Somet;mes he
carried a revolver, but very often he did not bbther because
of theweight. He was completely confident.tha% no lecal
would ever interfere with him. Often they met ?im on the
road and they used to remark: "Are you not afraid we would
shoot you some night going home?", He always tﬁrned it
aside as a joke and s till called them all by th%ir first
names . _ ‘ l

I think it was Easter Week 1920, that a 1aﬁge number
of barracks from which the police had been withdravn were
burned and the women and children whco had been ﬁeft behind
were turned out. For a little time before this #e had
found difficulty ing etting milk, and generally used
condensed milk. However, on occasions on which gny child
was ill, we always managed to get supplies. The?euas always
a sort of undercurrent to be felt, but no one wa% unpleasant.
though we were frequently asked if we were goingiaway S00n.

. i
I think the local people did not wish us to be put on the

road and just wished to know that we were going.}

!

It must have been early in the Hay of 1920 %hatvre
1eft_when a house was available in Ballinrobe. %e shared
it for a few months with an Englishman called Ge&rge Howard
and his wife. He had been the first 'Black and Tan' in the

_ I
area and came .to Partry clad in a policeman's cap and tunic

|
i
|
E
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and a khaki trousers. He was a very decent fellpw and my
father held he would in normal times have made anh excellent
policemédn. He had been a miner in England befor% taking
part in the 1914-18 war. He was a much better t&pe than
some of the others who came later. l

Three weeks after we left Tourmakeady the bérracks was
burned. An attempt to useeaxplosiﬁe'on the sout% gable
did little damage. During the early summer of 1§20, no
danger was anticipaﬁéd in the area. I vent ou£ %ith my
father in the Crossley to Tourmakeady the day the steel
shutters were sent to Derrypark. There was no e%cort except
my father, who carried a revolver, and I sat betﬁeen him and'
the driver, Baker, who was unarmed. Baker had aicurious
way of tapping his left arm with his right hand a% he drove.
I stayed poking around in the ruins of my former Lome wtil
they picked me up on the way back. I quote this as an

example of what little danger was anticipated at that time.

| p
Afterwards, and until Partry Barracks was closed, I
often got a trip out on a lorry and learned the u%e of fire~

arms and hov to use a Mills bomb, and a thing calied an
tegg bomb's, I always consideréd the latter very dangerous.
Ballinrobe R.I1.C. Barracks had been strongly fortified by
this tiﬁe. A1l the windows were fitted with steei shutters.
These were inside the glads, unlike the ones I haﬁe seen in
some drawings. They were kept in place with iron Ears fitted
into cuts in the wall. They did not cover the whohe window
but the top was protected by a net—wire frame on t%e ocutside.
This was to keeﬁ out grenades and it éould be lowe?ed from
inside to permit of the defenders throwing them ou%. The

i

party walls with the adjoining houses were bored te the

plaster in those houses so that a hole could be ma?e ina
i
|
1
|
|
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moment if those houses were ﬁeing used to attac% the
barrécks. Floor boards were also sawn in the uﬁper rooms
so that hand grenades'could be dropped into the!lower rooms
if they were captured. I was a frequent visitog, as I used
to bring meals to my father when he was busy orgwhen my
mother wished to spare him an wnnecessary journéy late at
night. I knew all the police and 'Black and Tags' and
vatched these preparations with interest. I never discussed
vhat I saw with anyone - not even my brother. %

The garrison, as I suppose it could bhe call?d, consisted
of the D.I., Captain Pococke (he continued to 1i§e at
Mile Hill on thetggng road) .)7Qﬂ€ '

Head Constable Martin Frawley *

Sgt. Henry Richard Goulden (my father) |
Sgt. John Regan |

|
Sgt. Charles Fox

Sgt. John Harvte HarHe) M ‘
Sgt. Lueas

A Ninm -

Constable C#%se (driver) % (replaced Bdker
O0'Regan (driver) x=xx
Fower mx®
Ted Donaghue

Slevin !
John Morrow

Pat Flynn  #x !

% Wounded at Tourmakeady.
¥%¥% Killed at Tourmakeady.

B George Howard -

$ Coghlan or Coughlan = f

6  Mussin !

6  Bebberley

6  Tom Trant

4  Shore

6 Viright = i

6  Moore ;

g  Oakes  ¥om i
# English. ¥ In Fourmakeady ambush. :

i

* O Lae arnel Lovon. Coa, ot Leo Amr—e TNT



1 e
|

There were probably half a dozen other cons%ables
whose names I cannot recall and I am not sure 14 all the
Englishmen were there at the one time. They cam% and went.
Mussin did not last long and Trant resigned. Injall there
were some 20-2% constables besides the drivers who did no

duty beyond maintaining their cars. _ P

s . I o
In the military barracks there wvere soldiers of the
|

Border Regiment, and I remember Captain Chatfiel@, Lieut.
Ibberson, Lieut. Smith and a Lieut. Craig. I did not like

1
the last-named and he had no use for small boys.
Patrols went out by day and night from Ballinrobe
|
and the first trouble came in the Spring of 1921, A party
of soldiers from Ballinrone was ambushed at Partry. Captain

|
Chatfield and two or three soldiers were wounded., One died
1

of his wounds, I think. This was the background io the
t

The village of Tourmakeady was a good point for an
L

ampust from the point of view of the element of sﬁrprise,

Tourmakeady ambush.

and it had another advantage to which attention. hds never
been drawn as far as I know. Every house, with oée exception,
in the area belonged to a Protestant and by the s%andards

of those days, therefore, to a 'loyalist'. The first house,
the hotel}, was owned by a Mrs. Stewart (wife of'aﬂ R.TI.C.
sergeant); on the left was the'old Protestant Schdol; on
‘the right in the trees, the rectory; next on the ﬂight, the
'grand' gate leading to the lodge occupied by a Prbtestant
steward, Tom Whitty, and the housekeeper, Maggie Middleton.
Across the bridge was Moloney's shop (Catholic) and the post
office run hy Willie Billington and his recently-w?dowed

|
mother. Across the road was the shell of the old barracks.

Further on was an empty house on the left owned by[Miss

¢ 1 1
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Iouise McDonald of Drimbawn House. It was at the!gatewhy of
this house that the first car was attacked. Drim#awn House
at that time was in charge of the steward and hisiwife, Mr.
and Mrs. George Callow. Next on the right was Toﬁ Robinson's
house and it was into it that a1l the people of tﬁe village
were herded in the eavrly hours of 3rd May 1921. It was not
unusual in those days for houses used in an ambusi to be
burned inr eprisal and it may have occurred to thdse who

\
planned the ambush that the choice of g round woulq confine

the attentions of those carrying out crown repris%ls to the
houses of those who were potential enemies of the ﬁ.R.A.

At any rate, it implicated the house of no support%r.
Certainly, Tourmakeady village was one place throu%h which

patrols always drove with feelings of éecurity.

L
On the other hand no attempt was made %o block the road

at the limit of the ambush position and, if the dr%ver had
not been killed or disabled hy the shot fired at him, the
first car would have been clear. It is difficult %o under-
sﬁand the‘choice of the fair-green as a site Ior m%n armed
mainly with shotguns. It undoubtedly gave the att%cking force
a clear field of fire as there was no wall or fencé bounding
the road at this point, but the ditch on the westw%rd side
is at what nmust be the extreme linit of effective'%hotgun
range and the line of retreat from fhis diteh is over open
rising ground with little or no cover. The wood o@ the
opposite side of the road does not appear to have b%en used
and afrorded welcome shelter to the R.I.C., who wouﬁd have
been completelj without cover if even one or two gugs had
been placed there. Escape for the colpmn would havé been

4 l
much easier if the attack had been made on the return journey.

- \ " . -
The remaining hours of daylight would have been muc@ fewer

|
l f
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and darkness would have helped to cover retreat br dispersal.

|
o

The following account of the ambush™is a coﬁposite
|
[

picture built from the following sources:-

My personal memories;
Things I learned from my father; |
Constable Pat Flynn (only survivor of the
: first car)
Constable Ted Donaghue !
Constable Slevin
Willie Billington (Postmaster, Tourmékeady)
Newspaper accounts, especially Mayo News, and
festern People of 5.11.1921. Western People,
June and July 1921. !

i
Before going -further, it may be well to poigt out
’ |
that research in local papers will give sound evidence of
Crown losses. The hearings of claims for malici@us injuries

alvays followed ambushes and claims by the injured who

survived and next-of-kin of those who died were Heard and

reported at length. At the same time, claims were heard

for the damage inflicted in reprisal by the Crowﬂ forces
I

and useful. estimates of the extent of the destruction may
be formed. i
On the early morning of 3rd Ma& 1921, the I.F.A.

occupied the village of Tourmakeady in expectatiop of a

convoy to provision Derrypark station. #411 the iﬁhabitants

except Willie Billington (the postmaster) were brgught to-

Robinson's. He was kept under guvard at the Post éffice to
) i

answer the 'phone and preserve a show of mornality if messages
|

had tc be received from Ballinrobe. E
In the meanwhile, in Ballinrobe there had beén no

intention of sending a convoy to Derrypark on that particular

day. Actually, provisions were sent every fortniéht and iam
-
not sure that the pay ever went by road by convoyErather than

by post. However, it may have been sent in this Way and part
of the idea may have been to capture it also. The;total sum

would have been somewhere in the reagion of £250. }
l ) ‘ i

On 3;d May an order was received in Ballinrobk that the

C -
rossley tender was to go to Swinforq that afterngon
s
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taking 40 gallons of petrol. This meant that 1€ would be
absent for some days - probably until the veekenh. At that
time the only transport dt the'disposal of the R'I .C. in
Ballinrobe was a Ford car and the Crossley. My father
consulted with the Head Constable.and decided toisénd out
provisions that day so that theé tender would havE been able

i
to set out for Swinford later in the day. My father, who

- |
was in charge of the office, made out the duty list as follows

Ford - Sergeant John Regan, Constable O'Regan
(driver), Constable Oakes, Constqble
Pat Flynn. |

Crossley - Himself, Constablei.:?é'f-&&”eg(dl;:’_{ré.r)
Powver, Morrow, Donaghue, Vright, Coghlan.
(or Coughlan), Slevin and another.
The total party including the drivers consisted ?f thirteen
men. The provisions were gathered at shops in tﬁe town and
it must have been between 12 noon and 12,30 p.m.;when they
moved off. Before 1eavihg, Head Constable Frawléy changed
with my father. He knew my father was busy in th office
and he looked forward to a pleasant run as the da& was fine.
|

Trouble was always anticipated at Derrymore éridge, S0
they dismounted there and walked across prepared &or what
might come. They remounted beyond the danger spo? and came
on to Tourmakeady. The Ford was leading and, on #oming up to
Drimbawn gate, a charge of shot was fired from thé gate side
of the road. This killed O'Regan, the driver, an$ the car
swerved into the gateway and crashed against the inturn of
the gate. The mark of the repair still showed on !the wall
when I last saw it. The three other occupants of the car
wvere thrown out on the road by the impact amigg;;;;%?the
man who had fired the shot runnlng through the wood they
trled to see him over the wall and were all cut down by a

volley from the opposite side of the road. Oakes was killed

) a

at once, but Sergeant Regan and Flynn were wounded. Flynn
|
|
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told me that he was lying near the gate and could see under

i
the car. The attackers then came 'rumning' - to use his

wvords - and began to disarm Regan an& Oakes. He!heard
someone say: "You summoned me for a light once, ?egan"

and then he shot him. I did not hear this from Flynn until
some time afterwards, but my father told me thatithere was

a gaping hole in Regan's stomach from which rags:of his
clothing, which were shot into the wound, protru?ed. This
gave rise to the idea for some time that dum—dumibullets

or something of the kind had been used. Flynn féigned death

when his turn came and suffered no further injury. He made
I

a good recovery and lived in Dublin until some yéars ago.

A single bullet was fired at the Crossley as it passéd
the fair green. This killed Powver, who was faciég that way,
and wounded Morrow in the arm. Thiswas amputatéd afterwards.
Power rolled on the driver and he pulled up shor% of the
hptel - how much I cannot say. The uninjured reéurned the
fire with rifles and rifle grenades. If Mr. Ernie O'Malley
is right - and it is almost certain that he is -;on this

3

point, then the I.R.A. section 2 was situated at {the wall
covering the road and the entrance to the hotel.i Certainly,
Joopholes had been contrived in the wall. This §ection

must have been dislodged before anyone could reacp the hotel
gate. I never heard that any firing was done from the hotel,
but I know that blankets were obtained there for #he wounded
and that Patrick Feeney (captured after the attac% opened)
was locked up there and escaped. One of the Engléshmen told
me that he shot him, and it was not to him a matt?r of which
he would boast or be ashamed. He said Feeney gotiout by the
yard and ran up towards the rectory gate. He kneit on the

road and fired at him and missed, or appeared to miss. He



11.

killed him with the second shot: Some of those @ho were
listening when he told me must have seen what héppened and
they made rather a joke of him because he missed his first
shot. He was very proud of his shooting and was the best
shot with a rifle I have ever seen. They even #old me I
should have heard his language when he i:is;ed. ‘On the M
inturn of the gateway of therectory (og(was the_rectory)

is a bullet mark in the cement. The late rector (Rev. D.
Manning) told me that this hole had been plastefed more
than once but the locals had picked out the plaster and
when I saw the place last, the hole wuas still v%sible, as

it may be still. I had no doubt then, nor have I any nov,
that this is what happened. H~None of these men felt that

he had anything to hide in the mattgr and the fact that they
let this man take what amounted to the credit péoved the

matter to me at any rate.

Contact must have been made with the Ford before the
message vas sent to Ballinrobe, because vhen Mré.Fitzpatrick
tapped the window in the day-room of Ballinrobe R.I.C.
Barracks, she said Sergeant Regan was dying. Tﬁe information
was 'phoned from Tourmakeady P.0. to ﬁallinrobe;P.O. There
was no wireless in Derrypark nor in Ballinrobe - ﬁor even
in the military barracks. This tate sprang up froma
statement in Maguire's report. It does not explain how
the news could be got there. Derrypark is six o? seven
miles from the scene of the ambush and, even if they could
hear the shooting at that distance, which is most doubtful,
they could hot know what was happening or where.; Even if
there had been a transmitter in Derrypark it would have been
quicker to return to Ballinrobe and tell the newg than to

drive in low gear into the hills to have the message sent
|
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from there. In Ballinrobe there would have been medical
assistance as well as reinforcement. Derrypark had nothing
to offer except added danger. The seven survivi?g R.I.C.
remained in Tourmakeady with their dead andxwounaed until

help came.

In Ballinrobe the military authorities were informed
and the steps taken are given in Major Ibberson's statement.
So far as the R.I.C. were concerned, every availéble man,
except my father and two constables, left at once in
requisitioned cars for Tourmakeady without waitiﬁg for the
military.. There cannot have been more than a dézen men.

It must be femembered that this happened in 1921 and that
cars were scarce then. In one of the cars, Mrs. Regan and

Mrs. Flynn vent out to see their husbands who were reported

injured. Mrs. Regan came too late.

I have lately met ex-~Ser¥geant Fox and he toid me that he 1
brought in the dead later in the afternoon. It ﬁay be
possible to get him to make a statement, but I doubt if it
would be of much value. I saw the dead come in. They were

1aid in the day-room.

That evening, my mother and I visited the b&rracks.
The dead vere in coffins by then. In my father'% room
his bed was full of revolvers. He kept things wéll under
control and the only damage done in Ballinrobe that night
was the breaking of three windows - Newton's, Feeney;s and
Barnie Joyce's in Main Street. Many people who felt that
they might be.ﬁisited left the town for the nighﬁ.
Monsignor Dalton publicly thanked my father for his part in
preventing damage that night. The next day, Sergeant Regan's

body was removed by road and Constable Power andéO'Regan
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were placed in the Catholic Church. Oaked! body lay in the
vestry in the Protestant Church. Next morning they were all
taken to the station in the Crossley and sent bx'train to

their several destinations.

On the 4th, a mixed party of police and miiitary visited
Tourmakeady gnd searched the mountain around the place
indicated by the then Lieut. Ibberson. Ny fathgr was with
this party. They found O0'Brien's body and some’27 guns,
and Sergeant Reéan's rifle and revolver. In ”Sgnday Press',
8.1.1956, Thomas Maguire denies that any guns were lost.

My father, whowas a truthful man, told me that he got 27
guns. I saw the weapons myself, though I did ngt actually
count them. In An t-Oglach, 21.8.1921, an account of the
ambush is given, said to be by the 0/C. Mayo Soﬁth, which

one must presﬁme to be Maguire. Hére 1t 1is stated that

eight guns were captured. This statement is repeated in

“ar by the Irish" by John McCann (Kerryman, 19%6), page 196.
It is also stated in "The Red Path to Glory" (Kerryman,undsted

page 213, in anarticle by Edward Gallagher.

Besides the printed accounts, Dorothy Macafdle gquotes
the "Irish Bulleﬁin" account in "The Irish Repu@lic”. In
the "Sunday Press", 20.11.1955, 27.11.1955; %.12.1955,
there are three articles dealing with this ambugh by Mr.
Ernie 0'Malley. In these his map is inaccuratef— Tourmakeady
river is confused with a road. He marks the position of the
'second lorry' beyond the P.O., i.e., south of it, when he
himself states that it stopped between the fair green and
the hotel. 1In an illustration he shows Buckawn ﬁountain
where it should read Bohaun. Buckawn is somgﬁgiﬁes south

near Derrypark. Ee is confused in his times and there are

many obvious mistakes, i.e., Drumbane for Drimbawn. Beyond
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the padding they add little to Gallagher's account.

Seen at a glance the results are as follow:
4 R.I.C. killed; 2 wounded; Lieut. Ibberson wounded.

Lost arms:- R.I.C, - 3 rifles, 3 revolvers (one
01 each r ecovered).

I.R.A. - killed, one. wounded, two.
Tl B — 2 treafons. AL

Actually, the whole event is one of the most extraordinary
sequence of coincidences from the actual setting:out of the
convoy to escape of the column from the reluctant Lieut.Craig.
The figures of the numbers taking part have been:magnified
out of all proportion. Many are confusing the e@ormous
concentrations of the following days with those who took

part on the day.

The Co-operative Stores, the empty house near Drimbawn
Gate, and Tom O0'Toole's in Tourmakeady were destroyed as a
reprisal on the night of the ambush. Ny father was ordered,
some time later, to take a party to burn the hou%e belonging
to O'Brien's mother in Cross. He refused to obey the order

and resigned.

Signed: f. /?Uﬁ,.l‘ﬁb*
d (J.R.W. Goulden)é

Date: _o23 % P35
mehﬂ,hl 25rd January, 1956.

LY

Viitness:

J:Ms. MacCarthyy
RRERER G SOUTIRY Ty 1913.01 |
20 STATE MUEAT 1913.q,

No. W.S. 7370 —
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