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~UGINAL

STATEMENT _BY SEAN HEALY,

Young Grove, Midleton, Co., Cork.

|
|
|
I was born &t Kilcorney, Banteer, Co. Cork,
on 13th October, 1897. I was educated at Kilcorney -
|
national school until I reached the age of 16. | When I

lef't school T went to work as a labourer in my hone

district..

1

|
When the: Irish VolunteerS'wera formed.in%Kilcorney
in 1915 T was one of the pioneer members. Othérs:were:
Paddy Healy, Mattie Kelleher, Cornelius Barretti Jerry
Burke. The strength of the unilt was about & dozen.
far as I can recollect, the 0/C was Paddy Healy.

The: only training carried out by the unit consi;ted of
!

1
|

ordinsry close order foot drill.
T went to work in London in January, 1915' and
when I had reached the age of 19 years I was called up for
service in the British Army under the Conscrlptlon Act
which was in force at the time. I was called up in
November, 1916, and was attached to the Royal Engineers.
After undergoing a short course of training I wns sent
with my unit to France, where Iiserved.until.eanly in
November, 1919. Ebllaﬁing the return of my nnit to
England, I was demobbed,and returned home %o Kiicorney.
Within two weeks of my return to Kileorney I rejoined‘the
iocal company of the Irish Republican Army. ,Tge;c/c
of the unit at the time was Paddy Healy. The n&her
of ficers were, I think: |

Ist Lt. - John QO'Shea
2nd Lt. - Matt Kelleher,



I had only just joined the company when ;oﬁe members
of the staff of the Munsier‘and Leinster Bank, Millstreet,
were held up by armed men at Ballydaly Cross on;the
Killarney road and & sum in the region of £20,JOO was taken
-from them. There was considerable police aati%ity-by
the H I.C. following this hold-up but there were no
arrests. The R.I.C. concentrated their investigations
mainly amongst the: members of the: I.R.A. and, as a result,
it began -to become an accepted fact amongst the;general
public: that the robbery was the work of the I. RlA
When this fact was brought to the notice of the Brigade O/C
(Eiam Iynch) he immediately ordered an 1nvestig§tion |
by the I.R.A. Intelligence service in the area,i As a
result a number of men from Millstreet area - a%l nén
T.R.A. men - were arrested during the spring of%1920;

They were tried by members of the: Brigade; Staffiand were
sentenced to deportation. These sentences weré enforced

in all cases. i
|
l

The general order fof the destruction ofjevacuated t
.enemy posts at Baster, 1920, found the. members of Kllcorney
Company operating in conJunctlon'with the men oﬂ.Rathcoole
Company in the: destruction of Rathcoole: R.I.C. gost.
This was the.only evacuated post in the area. EThe
building was destroyed by setting it on fire. ‘%early all
members of the unit were'engage& on this ogeratﬁon,
;
|
About May, 1920, I went to work in Cork Qity,
where i joined 'A' Company, Battalion 1, Cork Bﬂigade.
The Company O/C was Dick Murphy and I think tha-.ti: the
Battalion 0/C was Dan O'Donovan C“S&ndam). Whiie |
attached to this uwnit I took part in an attack on two

‘British Army lorrdes in Dennehy 's Cross dlstrict.

|
|
i



One of the lorries had broken down and was being towed
along slowly by the other  when our party of &bdut seven
stepped into the roadway and held up the drlvers. I
jumped on to the cab of the leading lorry and gresented my
gun at the occupants. The driver allowed the &orry to |
collide with the fence and the occupants of thelcab

decamped across the fieldSa The: men in the second lorry
did likewise. Our party then set fire to the 1orriea
which were completely burned out. Dick Murphy was in
charge of this job and we were accompanied by f;ve or six
others whose names I cannot recollect. We ﬁer?eall

armed with revolvers of one kind or another, i know that
the revolver handed to me: for this JOb did not. have the
correct type: of ammunition and T feel that I was lucky that,

when I pulIe& the trigger, there was no explosipn,
‘ |
On the night of Térry MacSwiney s arnest%in the
City Hall - August 12th, T think - I wes arrested by a
curfew patrol and detained in the Bridewell. ﬁext |
morning T was served with a summons. to appear i% court
on the following Saturday and was then releasedi I

immediately left Cork City and.returned to Kilcérney area.

Barly in September, 1920, I was calle&.with éE;:Z'
Healy (Vice 0/C Millstreet Battalion) to serve &n the
Brigade Column which was now being formeﬁ. We: here the
representatives selected. from Millstreet Battal%on.
Other members of the Brigade: Column, as far as IEcan
reaollect, were: ~Paddy O'Brien, Liscarrol; Thog. Coﬁghlan,
Charleville; -Dan Vaughan, Boherbue; 'Dén Shinnipkm
Gastletownroche, Jim O‘'Neill, do.; Jerh. O'Dono;an, do.;
Paddy MeCarthy, Méelin;. Mick Sulliven, do.; Dan Brown, do.

Dan Daly, Rathcormac; George Power, Fermoy; Lar, Condon, -do.



We (Paddy Healy and 'I) reported to Hickey's, Glenv1lle,
where we met Liam Lynch and Ernie O'Malley. QWe spent
about 10 days in this' district, during which we underwent a
course of training in musketry, fire control, tactlcal

training and signalling. We then moved to Burnfort

:
P
'

where we continued our training.
: !

The column were armed with the rifles whﬁch had
been captured in an attack by some men of the F%rmoy
Battalion on a British military party at the Wekleyan
Church in Fermoy in September, 1919.  All members also
carried revolvers.. :
|

Towards the end of September, 1920, the eolumn
took up an ambush position on high ground overlgoking the
Keam-Glenville road, I think, and within about %0 yards
of same. There was: one G.H.Q. hand grenade amengst
the munitions and I was selected to throw same.i We. were
expecting a. lorry of British military to pase tﬁrough our
position. When the: lorry'approached I threw t%e bomb -~
allowing for the usual 5 seconds interval asainithe case
of the Mills bomb of the time - but it did not c%;;cplode in
time and the lorry passed on. A few shots were fired
but the lorry was not stopped. - The column theé withdrew
to billets at Burnfort. . E

Early on the morning of September 28th, 1920 I
was instructed by the Brigade 0/C to report to the 0/C
Mallow Battalion (Paddy McCarthy). I was accompanied by
Peddy Healy. When we reported in the Analeentha area
we found that the motor car of a retlred Britlsh Army
officer, Capt. Horne, had been commandeered - tne members

of his household being left under I.R.Am‘guard.‘ The car

L



was an'taken over by Paddy Healy, who drove it to
Glantane with Paddy McCarthy and myself as,pagsengers.
At Glantane I took over another car which ha& been
seized by the members of the Lombardstown coﬁpany from
Dr. Ryan - the local_M;O; 1 should nave.meniioned that
'we:were all aware at this stage that it was p#oposed to
make an attempt to capture'Malléw military ba%ﬁacks

and that the transport we wefe commandeering %as;to be
uéed.to-remove any éaptured méterial in the e?ent of a
successful raid. Both cars were Model T.Fbr?s.

T+ was now about 7 a.m. I drove my car to.t%e road
'leading to Longfield's Bridge where the car-d?iven by
Paddy Healy had already arrived. We were ac%ompanied
by Paddy McCarthy, 0/C Mallow Battalion. Wéiremained

nere until about 8.30 a.m., when we moved off ?or Mallow.
, | i .

When we reached Mallow we parked our cars in
Beecher St., which was. directly opposite the'?treet
leading to the military barracks, Shortly a?ter Q a,m.
we received a signal to proceed to the barrac#s
and I drove: my car to the gate, where 1 turne% the car
so that I could return in the direction of Beécher St.
Similar- action had been taken by the otherS‘c%rs_engaged -
a Buick driven by Leo O*Callaghan and the Model T. Ford
driven by Paddy Healy. All cars were immedi%tely
loaded with arms and equipment belng taken.frém the
barracks by the party from the Brigade Columniwhé had
already rushed same. Leo OfCallaghan's car %as first
away . . He was followed by Paddy Healy’s:car.i My car
lwas;lasm away and I was accompanied by P&d@& ﬁcCarthy )
(0/C Mallow Battalion.) We drove out the Navigation

(main Mallow-Killarney ) road, crossed the river



Blackwater at Longfield's Bridge and continued through
 Dromehane and Beeing to Glashabuidhe. When 1 reached
 Glashabuidhe the local Volunteers were-waiting to

remove the captured materlal to dumps. I then drove my
car to the vicinity of Glantane, where I abaqdoned.it
and then returned to rejoin the: Brigade Coluﬁn in
Burnfort area.  The captured stores include&.Z? rifles,
2 machine-guns with a. stock of ammunition, aé weli as |

. - |
lancers, swords and saddlery. C
: |

-
'On the night of the raid on Mallow barracks,

the Brigade Column, assisted by some members of the
| local companies, took up positions in the vicinitj of
Mourne Abbey creamery Iin anticipation of repr;sals by
the British, but there was no enemy acmivity ?n the

*

area. i
' |

After a. few days: the: Brigade Column mo&ed around
the district but failed to make contact With the enemy.
Tt later moved into Newmarket Battalion area near

Drouminarrigleg where. it went into billets. |
- | a

On the .morning of October 1llth, 1920, %he-

column, in co-operation with representatives ?rom the
Newmarket and Kanturk Battallons, took up_poaﬁtions on
the Kanturk-Newmarket roadlabout one mile from Kanturk

at Ballydrocane:. The combined force were li%ing the
roadside fence: north of the road on afstraigh% stretéh.
The machine-gun crew - Matt Flood and Sein Hegly (witness)
were placed at a slight bend of the road at t%e eastern
énd of the ambush site. Ernie O'Malley was ;lso at
this:poSt. From our position we were able tﬁlenfilade

the straight stretch of road to the west wheré the



riflemen and shotgunmen were lining the fénce; It was
"sometime around 9 a.m. when we Wére in positi?n, as we
were worrying about the danger of children on%their way -
to school entering the position; |

About 10 a.m. a lorry of military passgd our
position travelling in the direction of Newmaiket.
As it passed us, a cart was pushed on to the }oad at
the western end of the ambush sitelin order t? block
the roadway and halt the lorry. As the lorr§ reached
thé centre of the position, fire was immediamély'opened
by all sections and some grenades were thrown. The
driver was: apparently killed by the opening burst and
the lorry collided with the cart. The occup§nts of
the lorry endeavoured to take cover'underneat$ it,
but after a.burSt or two from the machine-gun%they'were
shouting that they wished to surrender. Eir#ng then
ceased and some members of the main body of ILR.A.
jumped on to the road and the enemy surrenderéd. In
addition to the driver, who was killed, nearly all
members of the enemy party Were wounded. The I.R.A.
had no casualties. We caﬁtured eight riflesiand a
few hundred rounds of ammunition. As the deéd driver
was still in the cab we did not burn the lorr&. Liam
Eynch and Ernie- O'*Malley were 1n charge\of this
operation. i
i

PFollowing this engagement the column w%thdrew
to Drouminarrigle, whefe it remained during tﬁe day.
In the late evening it moved into position initne
vicinity of Allenbridge creamery and Kanturk in case
of reprisals. The column was reinforced for this

' .
operation by local Volunteers from the Kanturk and

i
!
!



Newmarket Battalions. There were no reprisals and all
sections withdrew in the early morning of OCt§ber 12th,
1920 - the locals to their home areas and the!column

to Drouminarrigle area where we billeted. :

‘The eolumn remained in Drouminarrigle gnd Freemount
area for some days. . They were still undergo%ng training
in various aspects-of'guerilla.fighting,'whil% special
attention was: being paid to the training of Hétchkiss
gun crews., Our initial attempt had only beeh in a hit
or miss category, but Ernie O'Malley had now %ot a
Hotchkiss instruction book from H.Q. and seve?al
selected men were making themselveS'converSén% with the
operation of this weapon, especially Con Moyl%n, Liam
Moylan, Sein Healy, Matt Flood, Dick Willis, Feo
OrCallaghan, Denis Galvin. }

Towards the end of October, 1920, the %olﬁmn
moved into Millstreet Battalion area, where tﬁey
billeted at Drishanebeg. They were still inithis area
about the third week in November, 1920, when %eports
were received that the Black and Tan garrisoﬁ%in
Millstreet were making themselves very objectionable
‘to the public..  They were viéiting publichouées,
demanding énd getting free drinks, smashing Windows
and damaging doors. It was decided to teaehithem a
lesson, so the @olumn, in conjunction with theels membe rs
of the local companiés, who were acting as scéuts,
moved into positions in the town of Millstree% about
9 p.m. on 22nd November, 1920. Sections wer%—p&ace& _
in the Market Yard (ma2chine-gun crew and riflémen),

- Mill Iane (riflemen) and in a few more positiens. I



T was in charge of the machine-gun cfew at tﬁe Market Yard.
Although if'was intended to fire a few shotsgfrom some

of the positions if any of the enemy garrisoﬂ made their
appeafanee, the mpain purpose of'the.operatioé was. to
prepare a reception for expected enemy reinfdrcements
from Macroom. As &.result; my instructions #ere not to
use the machine-gun when any members of the eLemy garrison
on the streets were being attacked. It was %nticipated
that the local garrison would call for reinfo}cements

if a few shots were fired at them, The onl; base from
which these forces could be expected to come Was Macroom,
and to reach the R.I.C. barracks in Millstreet they would
have to-travel into the direct line of fire o;‘the party
in the Market Yard and one or two more sectio%s,

A few shots were fired at some Black and Tans!who
appeared.on the street by some of the other sgctioné,

but there was: no activity in our position. hmongst

those with me in the: Market Yard were Bill Moylan, Patk.
Healy and Denis Galvin. |

|
When we: had’ been in posdtion about an ﬁour

we recelived word that Paddy McCarthy - a membér of the
Brigade: Column and Q/i Newmarket Battalion - Lad been
killéd‘&t Mill Lane. We were to withdraw tbia
prearranged positlon at the western end of thé town,
‘where we made contact with the. other sections|a little
later. The column then withdiew to billets gt Kippagh
and Paddy ﬁcCarthy's body was removed to Sullivan"s,
Gurtnayehy, where he'was'waked until removed'#or burial

next night to Lismire. |

The Brigade Column returned to Millstreet on two

or three nights: following these events but failed to
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make contact with any enemy forces.

" *

In December, 1920, the Brigade Column ﬁas_

disbanded. The members, except the'machine-gun section,

were: sent back to their- home- areas with instrhctions to

organise columns in their home battalions. ih@

machine-gun section (Bill Moylan, Con beiey”]Denis

Galvin and witness) were sent to billets in Newmarket

Battalion area, where they were to be available to

operate in any battalion area as required. :

: |
On the morning of January 27th, 1921, the machine-
I

gun section moved to Tureengarrive on the: Castleisland-

Kingwilliamstown (now Ballydesmond) road, We were

accompanied by the members of the Newmarket B?ttalion

Column and some shotgunmén from the local combanies.

Some  of the members of‘this_column on this ocbasion

were Mick D. Sullivan, Jim Cashmen, Dan Browné, Dan

Vaughan, Denis Mullane, Dave Mbﬁuiiffe, Jack ?uane,

Wn. L. O'Keeffe. The position was about 2 miles west

of Kingwilliamsitown. The whole party was divided into

three sectionss

(a)

()

(e¢)

¥

Gbout 10 shotgunmen on high ground north of the

road. They were extended over about 50 yards

and were within about 25/30 yards of the roadway.

The Battalion Column to the number of about 12

were in a similar position south of the road.

i
The machine-gun crew (Se&n Healy - witness -
and Bill Moylan) were on high ground south of the
road to the east of the main position.' Seén

Moylan, who was in charge, was with this section.
This: position was on a slight bend. ;

) |
There were also scouts and outposts from the local

companies. The road was trenched at the eastern end

just on the bend.
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A1l positions were taken up in the eaély morning -
about 8 a.m. Although we remained in position
throughout‘the day, during which it rained c%ntinuously,
there was no trace of an enemy convoy. Theicolumn
withdrew to billets just before dusk and the‘members
of the local companies: went to their own dlstricts.

411 units were to report back to the same posﬁtlon next
morning. E
i

On January 28th 1921, the column and Ehe other
sections again took up positions in the: early morning.
There was no activity until about midday, whep the
approach of en'enemy conVoy of two ears was eﬁgnalled by
our sceuts from the west. The leading car drove into
the position until it reached the trench, where it
halted.  The second car, which was about 50 yards
behind, continued until it reached the 1ead1n§ car.
All sections then opened fire. I concentrated the
.fire from my machine-gun on the second car in%ofder to
ensure that it could not reverse out of the pesition.
Bt the opening burst the occupants dashed from the cars
© and took cover behind the roadside fences. ihey
continued to fight for about 15 minutes before
surrendering. Tt was then discovered that one member
of the party had. been killed, while Divisiona; Coimissioner
Holmes was dying. In addition, all other meﬁbefs of
the party were wounded. Thefe were no I.R.Ai '
. casualties. We captured seven rifles, a repeating
shotgun and six revolvers, with.a supply of a@munition
for all weapons. - | E

When some members of the I.R.A. party were

collecting the booty and searchlnv the prisoners as well

'
i
:
!
[
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attending to theilr wgunds; the scouts to the ﬁest
gignalled the appro&ch of another car. The prisoners
were removed aéross the roadside fencé, whereéthey were
kept under guard while all I.R.A. sactionszto%k up

their old positions. When the car drove into the

ambush position it was halted. It was then learned that
the driver- was a schocol inspector. Three of%the more -
seriously wounded of the British party were placed in

the car and the driver was instructed to take;them to

the nearest hospital. He was, however, 1nstiucted not

All

-

to move the car for at least twenty minutes.
~sections of the I.R.A. party then withdrew. !
The leading car iﬁ the enemy convoy haé not been

damaged except the back tyres. The trench wés filled -
in to enable the I.R.A&. party to take the car across it.
We (the machlne -gun crew) then set fire to the second car
and drove off in the direction of KingW1111amstown

in the other car, taking the captured rifles gnd stores
with us. The captured car was then driven tbwards
Newmarket énd was later dumped in'Glounthanef;nane.

In order to Eonfuse the enemy, one of the roa@s in the
areaﬁwas.blocked by fallen trees, so leading %hem to
believe that the car had travelled on this roéd

when, in fact, it had moved away on one of thé roads

)
which were still open. |

!
1
i

‘ There was not much activity dﬁring Feb%ugry, 1921,
bué'towards the end of the month I fell sick énd had to
go into Millstreet Hospital:jwhere I was det&ined for a
few weeks. As a result, I missed the engageéent

at Clonbanin on March 6th, 1921.
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As well as being a member of the Brigede and
Battalion Column machine-gun crew, I was engeged during
the spring and summer of 1921 on the manufacture of
mines, making of gunpowder and the repair of erms.
About this fime I was appointed Assistant Brfgade

Engineer.

Thermines were made by filling a piece:of-hm
metal piping about 12" long with gelignite oﬁ powder
(as supplies were available). The case was @losed'at
both ends by steel plates held in position bygl“ bolt
running through the centre of the pipe - a hole being
made in the plate at one end to enable a cable to be
inserted to connect with the detonators. The mine
was usually puried in the roadway to a depth of 25'to 3!
and the road material which had been excavate@ was then
replaced, The mine was connected to the observation-
post by an electric cable and was exploded by?an
exploder consisting of a number of flashlight batteries
suitably connected. Each mine was fllled thh about
6 1bs of gelignite or powder. This was the normal
'charge in mines up to the date of Rathcoole ambush
(June 16th, 1921), but the mines exploded here did not
do the damage anticipated and it wes then decgded to
increase the amount of the charge to 18 lbs o?
explosiives. This latter type of mine was la%er
accepted by G.H.Q. as the standard mine to be%used in
future operations. In the circular issued tb
engineering units it was referred to as the R%theoole
mine. ‘

I was. not present at Clonbanin on Marc@ 6th,

1921, where the mine falled, but from enquiries made
|
|



1.

'lgter I came to the conclusion that the failﬁre was.

due to the fact that in the transport of theiwet batteries,
which were used there, the elécmrolyte waszspilled.

The: engineering section were not made aware éfjthe loss.
As a resﬁlt, when the button was pressed %hefeiwas no

electricity and no explosion. This‘faiiureiled té a

firm decision to use only dry batteries in fétureu
i

During April and May,!l92l, I was maiﬂly‘engaged
on engineering activitiéé and the members of}the various
Battalion Columns: were engaged in training tﬂe members.
of the local companies and in déstroyingeneﬁy lines
of communication. About this time meny memﬂers of the
local companiestweré engaged. every night on &he
destruction of bridges, digging trenches eth, as well
as. doing scouting and outpost duty when the B}igade
or Battalion Staff were: in their areas.

5

Puring the first week in Juﬁe'I moved ﬁntolWest
Limerick area with some members of the NewmarLet Column.
There were also some men from Ghafleville B&t%alién.
We moved into Abbeyfeale to atéack a patrol o? R.I.C.
ahd Black and‘Tans=which moved about the townéeach night.
This visit was made on the invitation of the b/C West
Limerick, with whose column we joined up in t?e vicinity
of Abbeyfeale, We took up positions in seve?al houses
about the Squ&fe and when the pétrol apgeared%we
opened fire. Some of the enemy patrol were #illed_
but the remainder retired in haste to their béae.

. |
Some of those who took part in this engagement were:

Mick D. Sullivan, Denis Galvin, Dan Browne, Denis
Mullane, Dan Vaughan, Jim Cashman, Dave McAuliffe,
. Tim Coughlan and Sefn Healy. Qur party returned to the

home area on the day following this attack.
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Abocut June 1l%th, 1921; I was sent to ﬁy home area -
Kilcorney - in Millstreet Battalion area. Qn the
‘evehing of June 15th I made contact with Padiy C'Brien,
Brigade Vice 0/C, who hadi been examining an ambush
position at Rathcoole Wood on the Mill&treet%Banteer road.
The movenments: of an enemy convoy over this ro?d had
been under observation for some days. The sﬁte selécted
for the ambush was about 2% miles from Millst%eet and on

|

high ground overlooking the road.

l
During the night of June 15thsl6th, 1921, six
nines were laid in the road fronting Rathéool? Wood ~
over a distance: of about 1,200 yards. The mﬁnes.were
spaced at intervals approximating to the distgnce
between the lorries travelling in the convoy ?uring the

period of observation. The convoy usually c%nsisted

)
of four lorries. !

The columns from Newmarkét, Kanturk, Charlaville,

Mallow and Millstreet B&ttalioné'were assemblédﬁin
Rathcoole Wood during the night of June 15th-16th, 1921.
There were, in addition, a number of men from%the

local companies who were:engaged_as‘scouts;an& runners.
The: combined force numbered about 120. The %rmaments
consisted of 80 rifles and 4O shotguns. Thefe was

also a machine-gun which had been removed fro@ an
|
armoured car captured in Dublin. This gun wég, on this

occasion, operated by, I think, Leo O'Callaghén
(Mallow Battalion). _ |

L]
I

o
The combined force was divided into a'ﬁumber of

sections - one to cover each mine and two to act as
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protection parties on each flank. All thesé sections
were on high ground south of the road. Shoégunmen
and riflemen were interspersed'in each sectidn
numbering 10 to 12 men. ‘There was, in addiﬁion, a
small section north of the road to prevent tﬁe enemy

'taking‘cover behind the roadside fence on thé north side.

' |
When all arrangements had been completed, in

‘the early morning -~ about 7 a.m. - of June ln/):th, 1921,
the whole'forcem except for a few scouts;retired info'
the éover of Rathcoole?Wood. About 10.30 a.h,

a convoy of four lorries passed through from ﬁillstreet
in the direction of Banteer. This convoy pagsed
through to Millstreet on the return journey about

12,30 p.m. As this followed the usual proceaure,

| Paddy b*Brien. who was in charge, was guite sétisfied
that thé convoy would make another trip in thé evening.
About 3% p.mq.the convoy again passed through #o Bantéer,
and when the "all clear™ signal was given by fhe scouts
the various sections mo%ed into their positio%s to await
the-return of the enemy party. I was with the section
covering the mine at the eaétern end of fhe a%bush site
and was responsible for exploding the mine opﬁosite this
position. This mine was not to be exploded &ntil

the last lorry in the convoy reached 1it. Thé

explosion of this mine was to be the signal fér the
opening of the fight, and if our estimate ofléhe
distance between the lorries in the convoy Waé correct
each of the other lorries should then be in céntact
with a mine position at the same moment. Abdut 3.30 p.m.
the scouts to the easm'signalled the approach'of the

enemy and within a few minutes the leading lorry came
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into view. I allowed the filrst three lorfiés to pass

by my section and as the last lorry reached'ﬁy
position I pressed the button. Thé mine opéoSite

my position exploded and the lorry was driven into the
ditch. ! However, the other lorries in the chvoy
were not at this time in contact with the miﬁed
positions and all of them halted at the souné of the
explosion. All I.R.A. sections opened fire;at the
agreed signal. Fighting continued for abouﬁ i% hours
but we were unable to silence the enemy fireiand the
signal to break off the engagement was-givené The
I.R.A. sections then withdrew to the rear of hathcoole
Wood, where orders for dispersal to thelr hoﬁe areas
were given. The I.R.A. had no casualties anb the
enemy casualties were not established.‘ ~ The ﬁewmarket
Column returned to its home district. I movéd to my
home area, where I remained for a few days'be?ore

rejoining the column in Newm&rket district.

I was again engaged in the manufacmureéof mines
and explosives: until the coiumn was again assgmbled
in the first week in July, 1921, when we péocéeded
with members of Millstreet, Charleville ﬁnd Kénturk
ColumnSfinfo West Limerick area.  The streng?h of our
combined force was about T70. All were armed%with
rifles and, in addition, I took along eight mines.
Paddy O'Brien (Brigader Vice 0/C) was in charg%. We
moved on to Tdufnafulla, wWhere we met the Wes£ Limerick
Column under, I think, Jimmie Collins. Thiscolumn
numbered between 4O and 50 and were wainly éémed with

shotguns. The combined force then moved to
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Templeglantine, where we took up & position 6n high
ground south of the Ardagh-Templeglantine roéd.
Eight mines: were laid in the road, spaced.ovér a
distance of about 1,600 yards, fronting the émbush _
position. The combined force was then diviied into

|
ten sections - one to cover each mine and two sections

to act as flanking parties. There were, inéaddition,
some scouts and signallers, All sections we%e in
position in the early morning and had to rémﬁﬁn there
until the return journey of the convoy, whicﬂ;wa&
estinmated would pass through the_ambush gite bn its
journey from Newcastlewest to Abbeyfeakeabduté2 pfm.‘
The return journey (when it was proposed to aitack)
would be made in or about L p.m. The convoy%of four
lorries passed through to Abbeyfegle about 2 P.m., but
N while we were awaiting its return our scoutsA}eported
that it had returned to Newcastlewest by anotﬁer road.

On this occasion I was again responsible for éxploding
the mine under the last lorry in the convoy. i As it
was unlikely that there would be another convéy on

this road before the following Monday (July lith, 1921),
all sections were withdrawn to billets in Tou%nanlla.

area. The mines were, however, left in the road.

3
)

During the night of July 10th, 1921, tﬁe;
combined columns, whicﬁ had been at Templeglaﬁtine on the
previous Friday (July 8th), returned to the aéea and |
again took up the old positions. We were ali’still
-awaiting the .convoy at 12 noon on Juiy 1ith, Jl;92l,
when we were informed of the Truce by our O/CE(Paddy
0'Brien). The combined columns: were then diémissed

and we set about removing the mines from the road.
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While doing so, the convoy which we had been expecting
arrived, but the Truce precluded any further action
on our part. When we had removed the mines?

all the Cork Columns moved off for their own;districts.

I
"When the 1lst Southern Division was formed

towards the end of April, 1921, Liam Lynch w%s:appointed
Divisional 0/C. His place as 0/C Cork 11 Bfigade
was: taken by Sefén Moylan, who was captured bﬁ enemy -
forces on.May 16th, 1921. About this time i
‘arrangements: were being made to reorganlse the area
and it was decided to divide Cork 11 Briaade'into two
~units - Cork 1l and Cork V. The reorganlsgd Cork 11
Brigade:was to include the Lismore Battalion%of West
Waterford Brigade as: well as Fermoy and Ca&tietownroche
Battalions of the o0ld brigade. The latter ﬁattalion
was to be: divided into two battalions (Castlétownroche
and Glanworth). The battalions in Cork 11 ﬁrigade
at the Truce were: Fermoy, Glanworth, Castl%townroche
and Lismore,. The officers of this brigade Wérec

i

|

0/C - George Power, Fermoy. !
Vice 0/C - Wm, O'Regan, Doneraile.

Adjt.- Dan Shinnick, Castletownroche.
Q/M - Cannot recollect.

|
i
)

The western area of the old brigade, cbmprising
Malléw, Kanturk, Charleville, Newmarket and Mﬁllstreem

Battalions, now became Cork 1V Brigade, Theiofficers
of this brigade were:

L

0/C - Paddy O'Brien, Liscarrol.
Viece 0/C - Ned Murphy, Lombardstown. {
Ad jt.- Bugene McCerthy, Charleville.;
Q@/M - Mick O'Connell, Lombardstown.

I was appointed Brigade Engineer of this brigade,



Rank at the Truce - Brigade Engineer, Cork 1V
Brigade. Strength of brigade - about 2,500..

During the summer of 1921 I organised'and
conducted engineering camps throughout the br?igade area,
The first camp was held at Knocknagree and w%s attended
by battalion engineers and their assistants.i Camps |
were later held in each battalion area and We%e attended
by engineering sections from each company. éI'also
conducted a brigade engineering camp in WéstéLimeriék
area, concentrating principally on the manuf%cmure
and use of mines. At these camps the engin%ers in
attendance were instructed in the use and haﬁdling of
explosives,; the manufacture of mines and guﬁpowder,
demolition work, When the work of these caﬁps had been
completed, I took up the administrative workiof Brigade
. Engineer, which entailed quite a.iot of corréspondence
as: well as tours of inspection and such otheﬁ duties
as tended to make the engineering Section a ﬁhoroughly
efficient unit. I continued at this work uﬁtil
April, 1922, when I was sent to the 3rd Soutﬂern
Division as Divisional Engineer. I operate@ in this
area until I was arrested by Free State forc%s in
August, 1922, I was interned in Maryborngﬂ and
Tintown No. 2 until released at Xmas, 1923.

| |
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Signed: QQ_ZJ/VL ‘M

wor 92 Yo /fg(
Dat . OM

' > : (Sean Healy)
Witness: (;;rgzgfﬂ4~uﬂﬁt" 23rd January 1956.
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