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‘STATF'MENT OF JONN FLANAGAN,

Tullagower, Tullycrine, formerly Commandant,

‘2nd- Battalion, WYest Clare Brigade.

T was born in June 1888 on the farm on which I now live with
my wife and family. I was educated at the local National Sehool
which T left on attaining the age of fifteen years to help at home

on the land.

An uncle of mine, Michasl Flanagan, was a prominent member of
the Penian Brotherhood, being the Centre £6r the Tullycrine-Kilmurray
MbMahon district., In consequence of his activities in that movemént
he had to flee to America. There was a sound Fenlan tradition
throughout the parish in my youthful days fostered to a great extent
by the O'Donnell family of Tullycrine. Mr, O'Donnell himself was
an old Fenian and his wife came from the same stock, She was an aunt
of Con Colbert, executed fqr his part in the 1916 Rising, and a
relative of Sgén MeDermott, who was also executed. In the years prior
to_the Risipg, Colbert_camg to C'Donnell's on holidays every year and

Sean MeDermott paid a few visits there also,

The.O'bonnells were ;n very.comfortable circumstances then and
their house could be regarded as the headgnarfers for Irish
Repub}icanism in West Clare from the first decade of the present century
until, I might say, well after the signing of the Treaty. I was very
friendly with all the family and it was one of them, Simon, who asked
me to join the I.R.B., in September, 1908. This happened as the two of
us were coming from a race meeting in Kilrush when he explained the
aims of the organisation and its method of working to me. I agreed
to join that evening during which he swore me in as we were standing

beside Owen Doyle's pump in Henry Street, Kilrush., He asked me to



attend a meeting of the circle which was due to take place a couple

of nights later in his own home-in Tullycrine.

I attended the meeting as requested and in subsequent years
was Present at s_imila_r meetings in the same house from time to
time. The business, as I now remember it, consisted m§stly of
discu_ssions on the recruitment of new members and thJe circulation
of the paper. "Irish Freedom". It seemed to be the policy of the
I.R.B. to get as many as possible to read this paper as we were
always urggd to hand the coPie? 7uhich we bought ourselves to the
neighbours. ALl the menbérs paid an annual subscription of half-

"a-crown and this covered the price of the paper.

I would say that in 1913 or 1914 Simon O'Donnell, our centre,
emigrgted'tp America and his place was taken by his brother, Art,
who had been a few years in a Training College in Dublin and had

then returned home. At the end of 19137 the Tullyc:g-ine circle was
sti1l active and consisted of up to tyent.y members, At no time can

T remember having received instructions in the use of firearms as a

member of the I.R.B.

Shortly after the formation of the Irish Volunteers in Dublin,
a Company was e-stablished in Tully_t;_rine by Art O'Donnell who wasl
elected Captain. He enrolled bet;mpn thirty anci thirty-five members
at the outset and I think that everyone of them remained in the
Movement right through the Redmondite nSplit" and up to the Rising
in 1916;. T was elected 1st Lieutena_.l_lt. of the Company but I cannot
recall the name of the 2nd Lieutenant. fe were drilled by Art

0'Donnell himself and met once or twice a week for this purpose.

The only training received by us in the use of firearms prior

to the Rising was on the revolver and some practice in shooting.
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Art O'Donnell got a couple of .45 British Bull-dog revolvers .
from some source and he eiplajned the mechanism of these weapons
to each member of f,he Company and gave us lessons in loading the
gune and in aiming. (The lessons always took place inside in
0tDonnell's sitting-room). He also got a large type of air-
r_-ifle from Dublin and this was used for shooting practice. This
»gun_fired an ordinary_lead pellet. and it was accurate up to a

range of twenty yards.

About a week before the Rising in 1916 I was told in strict
cqnfidence by Art. O'Do_nnell that a landing of arms from abroad
was expected to take place in the near future and that it was likely
that the landing might take .place in Carrigaholt, or that some of
the guns would come there, There was no special mobilisation of
the Tullycrine Company on Easter Sunday 1916, but 21l the members
of the Company met in O'Dormell’'s house as usual every night during
Easter l'feek. We were told on Faster Sunday to be ready for
military action at a moment's notice but the week passed away
without any unusual happening. Fach night while the fighting in
Dublin lasted Mrs. O'Donnell insisted on everyome in the house '
getting on their knees to say tl;e Rosary that God might bring

success to the brave Dublin men,

After the suppressicn of the Rising, the only Irdsh Voluntser
in West Clare who was taken into_gugf,ady was Art O'Donnell. FHe
was c}eported to England and kept in jail there until the end of the
year. Though the Tullycrine Company did not break up after the
Rising we did not meet for drill, as previously, and generglly I
would say that unit lapsed into a state of inactlivity.

On O'Donnell’s release, I think it was on the day after hisl
return home, he at once began forming Sinn Féin clubs in every

parish in West Clare, and in each area where a club was established



he also started a Company of Irish Volunteers. In this drive

a Sinn Féin club and a Volunteer Company were formed in Knockerra.
The persomnel.of each was almost identical though the Sinn Féin
Club did include, pérha.ps , & dozen members who were either too old
or physically‘;”it:io join the Volunteers. I did not take a very
active part in the Sinn Féin Club but, on a ballot, I was elected
Captain of the Company whicix consisted of eighty men. Ve had the
usual complément of Company Cfficers but of these I can only think
of the names of the four section commanders, Martin Mahoney,
Coolmeiga, Dan Grogan, Carrowfree, Mick Ryan, Knockerra and Michael
(Miko) Brown, Knockferra East. The Company paraded every Sunday

but alsc met by sections on one night in each week,

At the time of the Eg,s‘t Clare .by-election, myself and three
men from the Knockﬁrra Company were sent to Ennis to help the Simn
Féin candiciate , Bamonn de Valera. We helped in keeping the anti-
| Sinn Féin element in that town under control. That element was
mainly composed of the wives and families of British soldiers then
fighting for Engiand in the First Great War. The women were kept
well plied with drink by a number of the publicans who were supporters
of the Irish Party, and in their drunken condition werela. frenzied
and ferocious crowd to deal with. On a couple of occas:l;oﬁs the
Volunteers were obliged to use the ash plant in order to protect
Sinn Féin supporters from being mauled l;y these infuriated females.
On polling day we did guard over the polling booths and that night

remained on guard over the ballot baxes at the Ennis Courthouse.

De Valera's success in the by-election did a great deal towards
. bringing many new recruits to Sinn Féin and the Irish Volunteer
Movement in the county. In fa.cf., towards the end of 1917, when the
threat of Conscriptior faced the country, most men of military age

were already in the ranks of the Volunteers. Orders received from
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Headquart.clars in Dublin required each individual Volunteer to provide
himself with a pike for use in the event of Britian attempting to
enforce C_onscript:lqn. The pike-hgads were forged for the Knockerra
Volunteers by George Russell, a farrier in Cooraclare:. He made‘
altogether over seventy of them for us and was paid for his work

out of Company funds raised by Special levies on the Volunteers.

A good deal of land trouble devel&péd in Clare about the same
time as the Cmscripﬁ.oﬁ threat and, in many cases, the Volunteers
became involved inhit. I had no trouble of this kind in Knockerra.
Arig_in_g out of the land trouble, the British Covernment declared
- ‘Clare a special military area and drafted thousands of soldiers into
the county Fo enforce dr'as_tic r_-egqlations made by the military
authorities. In our area we did not experience very much of the
;npleasantr_xess of n_ailitary rulg 1ike other districts, Only one
‘military post was set up there. About fifty scldiers, part of one
of the Companies stationed in Kil::ush Workhouse, oq'cupiec_i a house
in Kilmore Knock and they remained there until May, 1920,

- In Enockerra, as elsewhere in Clare, the Volunteers drilled
in publie from July or August 1917 onwards, meeting every Sunday
after Mass for that purpose. No one from the Company was arrested
~although the police were fretl:[uently witnesses to the drilling.
T cannot say why the _R.I_[.C-. 'Aid not arrest any of us as they did in
most'pf.her places, but perhaps this was due to the fact that the
policemen, who had a certain amownt of discretion in such matters,
. were not ver;y' offit_:ious. Throughout 191__8‘t.he usp.al Company and
sectional mobilisations for drill tock place and otherwise there were
no military activities on our part,

At the end of 1918, due to a reorganisation of thelrish Volunteer

_ Movement in Clare when the county was divided into three Brigade areas



there.was also a widespread recasting of the battalion and company
afeas. i “"he area comprising the parishes of Knockerra, Kilmurray
McMahon, Kilminill, Killimer and Kilrush became the 2nd Battalion
of the Yest Clare Brigade. The Brigade Commandant was Art O'Donnell
of Tullyerine. I was appointed Battalion Commandaﬁt; and the other
membegg of the Battglion gtaff were - -Viée Cormandant Jack O'Donnell,
Adjutant James Lorigan and Quarté:master Sedn Breen, The officers
of the Companies wére 2o
A. Company (Knockerra) Captain - Percy Cooper
1st. Lieut, - Martin Mahoney -
2nd " " - Michael Browne
B Company { Kilmurray-McMaSon) Captain - - Jobn Coughlan
lst, Lieut, ~ Frank Q'Donnell
' 2nd " . - Paddy MeGrath
C Company (Kilmihill) Captain - Stephen Hanrahan
1st.Lisut, - Michael Killoury
_ ' 2nd " - - Peter McMahon
D Company (Kilmihill ' Captain ~ Michael Honan
| | 1st.Ifeut. - Patrick Normoyle
2nd " ~ Cannot remember,
E Company (Kiilimr) Captain - -Thomas Wright
lst.Lisut. - Laurenve O'Neill
2nd.Lieut. - Willie Cooper
F Company {Kilrush) Captain - Mlu-.ty Tubridy
| 1st Lieut: ~ Matt. Bermingham

2nd ‘Lieut, - Jerry Crowley.

Meetings of the Brigade and Battalién staff, which were held
about once monthly'aftér this reshuffle, were mostly concerned with

matters affeeting organisation for the next couple of months.
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‘Returns were reguired from that period onwards, from.the Companies
to thq Battalions and from Battalions to the Bfigade. These
returns dealt with parades, personnel, arms and funds and were
matters that were new to a lot of us. Tt took a good lot of
time and trouble before all the units were able to submit them

properly.

An organiser from Ceneral Headquarters, Frnie O'Malley,
appeared.in the Brigade area'soon after the reorganisation had.
occurred, He had been in the mid-Clare Brigade area before he
came to us, and, whether or not. ﬁe was responsible in any way for
the changes which had taken place, I'm not atle to say. He
started off by delivering a series of lectufeS'on military tactics
and the planning and delivering of attacks on R.I.C.'barracks and
on R.I.C. patrols. The Brigade staff were takép first, then each
Battalion staff and finally the Company officers., "> {Hen wisited
each Company area and took the Company_on manoeuvres, and
skirmishing exercises, after having first of a1l devoted & good
deal of time to extended order drill and explaining the value of
cover and how to make the best use of cover. 'Uhdoubtedly, he was
most thorough and insisted that every man complied properly with
his insiructiops. There was many a curse put on him by Volunteers
who were sometimes wearing their “Sunda& best" while out on theé;
exercises, and who found themselves having to 1lie down on mud or in
pools of water. He tolerated no half measures and by the time he
left us there was no doubt at all about the value of his work.
Discipline, in particular, was much better throughout the-Brigade
area and the average Volunteer was well able to take his part in

field exercises,

0'Malley was not long in West Clare when he disclosed to a few

of the higher officers that he had plans prepared to attack the
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military post in Lahinch ir the Mid Clare Brigade area, He stated
.that he wanted our Brigade to supply twenty men to co-operate with the-
M'.-i_ d< cla;re Voiuht.eer.s in this attack. The twenty men, mostly
drawn from the officers, were _se_lécted and each man had arranged to
pro_vide himself with a shot gun as well-as a set of pads for his
knees and elbows. Apparently, the operation required. a lot of
crawling along thg Lahinch sandbanks and hence the ne'cessity for

the pads, The operatit;n was tiﬁed'to take place on a Sunday niéht
but on that Sunday morn:‘mg 0'¥alley received word from the I,aﬁinch
Volunteers that information regarding the attack had.reached the
Jﬁilitary and he cancelled the job. On the same day, however,

anothér Incident for which no preparations had been made took: place,

The Knocke;-ra Company had its usual parade after 11 o'clock
Mass. O'Malley, Art O'Dc.mnell, Brigade Commandant, and myself
‘attended the parade which was also watched by a Sergeant and two
_ Constables from the Kilrush R.I.C. bafracks. The police were armed;
the Sergeant carried a revolver and the Constables had carbines
which wefe attached to their bikes by means of clips. O'Malley ard
0'Donnell had a _revolver.each which, while at Mass, they left in a

neighbouring house owned by a girl named Mary Matope, Aoban

On seeing the police and probably because of being disappointed

over the cancellation of the Lahinch incident I put the proposal up
‘to OiMalley that the police be disarmed. He asked me how I
proposed going about it. - I replied that the Volunteers should
"fall :Lr_l" and be marched past the police who were standing on the
road, the two Constables together and the Sergea._nt a short distance
from them. I would march at the side of the leading rank of the
parade and have beside me Mick Ryan, one of the sec¢tion commanders,

a blg, powerful man in whom I had the utmost mliaﬁce.



As Ryan and myself would be passing the two Constables, we
would rush them, taking a man each, while O'Malley and O'Donnell.
would then hold up the Sergeant, 0!'Malley fell in with my
'proposal and, with 0'Donnell, went off to Nolars to get the
: revolvérs. I érdered the Company to "fall in" and, until T saw
that O'Donnell and O'Malley were ready, I kept the Company marching
vp and down the road. Miss Nolan was slow in coming outrof'éhe
Church with the result that there was some delay in getting the
revolvers, Probably up to ten minutes had elapsed before I saw
O'Malley coming out of the house with one hand behind his back. I
took this as a signal that he was ready. As the front row of the
Volunteers was about to pass the two Constables I said to Ryan, "Now
Mick" and simultaneously we jumped on the two Constables and-
overpowered fhem. The Sergeant at once began to fire from behind
.causing the Volunteers to stampede and in their rush forward they
knocked Ryan and myself on top oflthe poiice on the ground.
However, we wrenched the carbines from the bikes and handed them to

a eouple of Volunteers to take away.

As soon as the Sergeant began to fire he was promptly engaged
by O'Malley at a range of about fifty yards. He grazed the crown
of the Sergeant's head with one bullet, knocking off the Sergeant's
uniform caﬁ. The latter took to his heels and ran towardérthe
main-ﬁnnis-Kilrush road. He wﬁs‘followed by the two Constables.
The Volunteers had scgttered in different directions and 0'Malley,
Ryan and myself were left, We went off to the top oflﬁa; hill
overlocking the Church and were there for some time when a Volunteer
came to tell us that the three policémen had returned and gone into
Nolan's houge. We decided to go down towards Nolan's to watch
what was happening but before we got that far we learned that the

police had gone off with Art O'Donnell, Michael Mahoney and Tom Howard
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as prisoners. To our intense disgust and amazement we also

heard that the two carbines had been recovered by the police.

- It . appears that the Volunteers to whom we had given the
carbines took them into Nolan's and hid theﬁ under a'piec§ of
sacking, and that 0'Donnell, who did not come out to help O'Malley
in holding up the Sergeant, remained in the house after the police
had retreated where he was joined by the other two men. As the
only gun we'had now at our disposal was O'Malley's revolver, the
question of pursuing the police and prisoners was considered to be
suicidal in view of the superior equipment of the'police who might

also shoot the prisoners, if attacked..

4s a sequgl to the Knockerra incident; Art 0'Donnell was
gentenced to two years' imprisonment, and O'Mahoney and Howard got'
one year each. I was obliged to 'go on the. run' with Mick Ryan
and Michael Mahoney. We went to Dublin and remained for about
seven months having joined the Volunteers there during our stay.
T made one short visit to Clare in the intérval,taking down there
a parcel of ammunition which Peadar Clancy was anxious to deliver
to the West Clare Brigade. At this time there was a big number
of men from all parts of the country knoecking about Dublin City who
were in the same position as I was - wanted by the authorities,
An order from G.H.Q. requested all these men to go home to their
‘own areas, and I complied with the order and went back to West

Clare.

I resumed control of the 2nd Battalion on my return. Art
0'Donnell, the Brigade 0/C..was at home before me after being
released from prison as a result of a hunger strike, and so also

were the other two men who were sentenced with him,
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The first #fmed attack on British Forces in my Battalion
area tock place in Kilmihill on 18thlApril, ;920 when the local
Volunteers attacked a party of R,I.C. on 5 Sunday morning after
11 o'ciock Mass.  The Volunteers participating in this attack
were Séén Breen, Battalion Quartermaster, Martin Melican, John
O'Dea and a fourth man whose name.I forget., They were armed
with revolvers and they opened the attack ontside the Church gates
as the congregation vwss coming out. In the first bu;st of
fire R.1.C. Sergeant Carroll was killed and Constable Collins
wounded, The third policeman retreated‘back through the
congregation taking # zig—zag route., He was followed by Sedn Breen
a very tall man who towered above the people about him. The‘
policeman fired without regard for whom he hit, but Breen, being
under the disadv#ntage of knowing every member of the congregation,
hesitated to return the fire. On account of his stature he was a
. fairly easy target at close range énd?as he closed in on the
policeman, the latter shot him through the forehead, killing him

outright.

Military,who were stationed in Kilmihill at the time and
R.i.C., were quickly on the.scene. Breen's body was taken by
them to his uncle's place.in the village. A military guard was
placed over it until the next day when an inquest was held. The‘
Jury returned the verdict that "John Breen was shot dead while
fighting for his country by Constable Martin". Breen's body was
handed over to his relatives after the inquest and on the following
day his.funeral to Kilmihill graveyardrtook place, Tﬁe corpse
had béen taken to the Chapel on Mondayr eﬁening escorted by the
X1lmihill Company. Next day, at the funeral, upwards of eight
hundred Volunteers participated in the parade thch followed the

coffin,
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I was in charge of the Volunteers on the day of Breen's
‘burial, They mobilised in front of Kilmihill Catholic Church
and were drawn up in ranks waiting for the funeral to start when a
military armoured car came up the street, On meeting the
Volunteers, it drove very slowly against the front bank, attempting
to knoek down our men, They'}efused £o yield and after reﬁeated
aﬁtéhpts the afﬁoured car withdrew without having.uert our ranks.
‘The.villagp bristled with troops and policemen who had machine |
- guns posted all over the place, outside the police barracks,
outsidg the Church and around the graveyard. As the coffin was
going past the police barracks a machine gun was trained on it
but there was no firing. The Volunteers marched in military
formation at the funeral and the internment took place without
incident, nor did the British authorities attempt to make any

arrests,

T would like to sav that sanction for the attack on the police
at XKilmihill was soﬁght by the loéal Compaﬁy from the Battalion
Council, and that not alcne was approval givén, but éssistance was
also offered, which was not accepted, ‘ Breen and his companions

felt they were capable of succeeding without the aid of outsiders.

Tt was not long after the Kilmihill incident that Peadar Clancy,
himself a native of Cranny, County Clare;land who was afterwards
muirdered with Dick Mbkee in Dublin Castle, came to West Clare a#-a
representative froﬁ G.H.Q. He called a meéting of the Brigade
Council at O!Donnell!s in Tullycrine and announced ihere that he had
been sent to the area for the purpose of électing a new Brigade
staff, as G.H.Q( was not satisfied that the officers who had fille&
these posté-were fitted to do so. It was the feeling of the
majority of those presenp tﬁat the old Brigade Commandant, Art

0'Donnell, should be re-appointed. Clancy pointed out that this
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would not be sanctioned by G.H.G. under any circumstances and
asked for other ndmes. On my proposition Sedn lLiddy, Corraclare,

was then elected. The other officers appointed were :-

Brigade Vice Commandant - Patrick Clancy,
Brigade Adjutant ~ Dan Sheedy,
Brigade Quartermaster - Sunny Burke.

T do not know Burke's correct christian name. Later on s during
the early months of 1921, beldeve, Conor Whelan, William Haugh and

Thomas Marrinan replaced Clancy, Sheedy and Burke , respectively.

During the spring of 1920 the R.I.C. withdrew from Knock
barracks and in the general destruction of vacated R.I.C. Btations
on Holy Saturday night of 1920 this building was demolished by the
Killimer and Kilmihill Companies. In November, 1920, Kilmihill~
R.I.C. barracks was closed dout; and a couple of nights later it was
destroyed under my own supervision by the Kilmihill Volunteers who

used sledges and crowbars at the job,

In the summer of 1920 it was reported by the Kilrush Company
that a policeman named Hanly was becoming very active in connection
with enemy intelligence work and, on the matter being raised at a
Brigade -Council meeting, it was decided that this man should be
exe;uted. Two men, Paddy Clancy and Michael Melican not well known
in 'the town of Kiirush, were sent in to shoot him. They decided to
wait for him near his home in Moore Street.. As he came along,
however, a woman pushing a pram walked beside him and he got into
his home unmolested. A day or two after this the Brigade Commandant,
Seér}; Liddy, Bill Hough. Frank O'Donnell, Tommy Marrinan and a few
",-ptlrf;ars armed .with revolvex‘g sattempted to hold up a black van at .
Tullyerine Grove for the purpose of taking them into K:‘Llrﬁsh to shoot

Constable Hanly, The van was halted and the I.R.A. party went to

T
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';' .
the back to jump inside. Incidentally, there was no door or
covering of any kind at the back of this van, | To their amazement
the van was full of armed policemern and, on seeing what confronted
them, beat a hasty retreat. The police must have been just as
flabbergasted becausel'they made 1o attempt to follow the I.R.A,
party a.nd forgot to shoot until they had gme about four hundred

yards from the scene of the hold-up and then began blazing away
in all . directions,

Constable Hanly was shot dead about a week afterwards < 2lst
Aupust, 1920 - by Bill Houeh in Walsh's public house in Moore

Street.

Towards the end of July, 1920, it was deci.ded to attack a
military lorry which took rations from Kilrush to the military
stationed at Kilmore, Knock. The position selected for the ambush
was at Burrane School, and it was timed to tgk‘e place on a Monday,
the day on which the lorry usually travelled. On the preceding
Wednesday or Thursday a few of the Brigade officers, inspecting the
poésition, w-ere observed by some of the people living in the vicinity
who seemed to scent what was afoot.. These people, fearful of
reprisals,”at once began shifting their furniture to other parts of
tﬁe parish., News of this reached the military in Kilmore because,
on the following day Saturday, a youthful Volunteer named John Daly
overheard a telephone conversation in the Knock Post Office. between
the officer in charge of the Kilmore garrison and the miiitary in
Kilrush when the officer was reporting tl';at the Sinn Féiners

intended ambushing the ration lorry.

On hearing of young Daly's story the Brigade Commandant decided
not to proceed with the attack on the day selected. On Monday

'
morning the ration lorry travelled as usual but, as it reached
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Burrane School two detachments of soldiers, one from Knock and
the other from Kilrush, converged on the site chosen for the
attack. On finding no trace of an I.R.A. party there, the
military concluded that the information regarding the preparation
of the ambush was without foundation, because on the following

Monday the ration lorry travelled as usual.

T think it was & fortnight after the date for which the
'attack was originally fixed tﬁat-an i.R.A. party of twenty men
under the Brigade Commandant took up positions at Burrane School,
The party had arrived with about half a dozen'rifles and thirteen
of fourteen shot guns. TInstead of the lorry, a horse-drawﬁ
wageon drived by two unarmed soldiers came a;qng. On the soldiers
being called upon to surrender they promptly did se, The rations
were destroyed, the vehicle was burned and the two horses were
seized and driven across country to Coor, These two animals were
later sold and the proceeds went into the funds of the West Clare
Brigade. Thé soldiers were set at liberty and rejoinedtthéir
unit,

The next engagement with which I uﬁs concerned occurred in
the town of Kilrush on the night of 22nd April, 1921, The enemy
held that town in considerable stréngth. There were three-
separate posts :- ‘
¥o, 1. - The Workhouse on the northern outskirts of the town at
fut Hill on the Miiltownﬁmalbay road. There were about 200
soldiers stationed here.

No, 2, - The Coastguard Station at Cappagh on the south side
of the town which was held by 100 Marines who had, at their

disposal, a fast-moving motor launch.
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'No 3, - The R.J.C. Barracks in Toler Street,now St, Senan
Street, in the centre of the town, Due to reinfércements from
'Black and Tan' sources and from outside stations the post had
been enlarged during 1920 by the acquisition of the "Gentlemen's
Club" next door, There were about fifty policemen in this

barracks,

Each post was strongly fortified by sandbags and steel shutters
on the doors and windows, barbed wire entanglements and well placed

sentry pbsts.

- There were eight of nine lorries distributed between the
military and the R.I.C., and from the end of 1920 onwards whenever
the military went outside the town to raid or on convoy duty he
always did so in such‘strength that our Brigade with its poor
equipmeﬁt, eight or ten rifles and twenty five or thirty shot guns,
could not home to deliver a serious attack., Besides the terrain.
did not provide even one suitable pesition for a large scale attack

along the roads used by the enemy,

The officers of the West Clare Brigade were keen on pulling
of'f successfully an attack on the enemy which gould compare in size
with some of the operations that were then occurring frequently in
other parts of Treland, and when the reports from the I.R.A.
Intelligence Officer in Kilrush showed that éuch an opportunity ﬁad
presented itself immediate steps were taken to avail of it. The
intelligence reports disclosed that é police patrol went around the
téun each night enforcing curfew from about 9 o'clock to midnight.

. This patrol dealt severely with an unfortunate man who was found
about the streets between these hours. Several cases were reported

where men were badly beaten and ficked by members of this patrol.
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The Beigade O/C., in his anxiety to punish the patrol
severely, asked fof assistance from his friend,Michael
Brennan, 0/C., East Clare Brigade. This was readily forthcoming,
On the night of 20th April, 1921, a detachment of about twenty-
five men comranded by Brennan himself arrived by boat from East
blare at Killydysart where they were met by a party from our
Brigade about twenty strong. The East Clare men were all armed
with rifles.and our men carried eight or nine rifles and eleven

or twelve shot guns.

At the time there was an R.I.C. post in Killydysart garrisoned
by about twenty policemen who carried out occasional patrols in
the village betwsen nightfall and midnight. The combined I.R.A.
forces took positions around the village in the hope that the
police patrol might come out, but it did not do so. About midnight
the positions were vacated and all the men marched up ahd down
through the village. Brennan himself went up to the door of the
Police Barracks and, knocking loudly, challenged the police. to
come out, The challenge was not accepted and the I,R,A. party
then set out for Tullycrine and Enockerra where I had arranged
billets for them, ' The march, which was about eleven or twelve
miles, was completed between fourand five o'clock in the morning
and before retiring to the billets the entike party sét down to

a substantial meal at Art O'Donnellts in Tullyecrine.

While resting in the_biilets fwo members of the Knockerra
Company were posted outside each house in which the men slept,
using, while on such duty, the guns of those inside. I also
established a look-out post‘on‘the top of Knockerra Hill which,
from its elevatéd bosition, gave a spléndid view all over West

Clare. The men posted there could clrly’'see: every enemy
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vehicle leaving the Workhouse in Kilrush where the military were
stationed, and follow the direction in which it was going. The
headlights olf the vehicles made their movements at night evén
more visible, Due to the fact that Brennan needed further -
information from the Kilrush Volunteers before he could make
plans for a%tacking the enemy there, the men remaineld in their
billets in Tullyecrine énd Knockerra until about 5 o'clock in

the evening of 22nd April. The party started off for Kilrush
about half past five and reached the out-s:'kirts of the town about
8 o'clock., Nipghtfall was then setting iﬁ. . The attacking force
was divided up into sections, each of which was led off by members
of the Kilrush Company to the position assigned to it in the

operational plan.

Thisa plap was mainly based .on detailed ;-eports submitted by
Joseph MeNamara who dealt with Intelligence Ogﬂgergﬂ& in the town
of Kilrush. He had been keeping a very close wateh on the
movements. of all enemy force;s"in the town especially on street
patrols and also compiled a timetable of these movements. .
Sketches of the enemy positions and of the routes generally taken
by patrols were prepared by the Battalion Adjutant, Michael
McMahon and the 1lst. Lieutenant of the Kilrush Company, Stephen
Madigan, for the information of Bremnan and the other officers

who drew up the plan of operations.

The following detalls will give an idea of this plan :-

1. Coasteouard Station. Six men under Michael McMahon, Adjutant,

2nd Battalion, West Clare Brigade, to cover off the entrance to thid

building.

2. Workhouse., Eight men under Bill Hough, West Clare Brigade,

to occupy positions covering the front entrance s and eight men
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under Sedn lLiddy, West Clare Brigade, to be posted at the

" rere of this building.

3. R.I.C. Barracks. Six men under Stephen Madigan, West
Clare Brigade, to cover the front from position in the Convent

field,

4. Ambush party, Apout a dozen men under Michazel Brennan and
Tom MeGrath, 0/C., and Vice O/C., East Clare Brigade, respectively,
to attack the police patrol. This party was to occupy three
positions at the entrances to Ball AMley lane, Malt House Lane

and StewartVStreet, all off Moore Street where the patrol was

to be ambushed.

. The police patrol usually left the R.I.C. barracks at 9 p.m.'
and came by the back road into Henry Street, then.through '
Vandeleur Street, The Glen and Burton Street into The Square,
where it halted for a quarter or an hour or so before going down
Moore Street to the end of the town_ana then back by the same
route to The Square, As ; rule, the patrol, after coming to
the Square for-the second time, waited around there until 11 p.m,
and then yent back to the Barracks for the night. From time to
time the District Inspector of Pdliée checked on the movements

of the patrol.

During the evening the District Inspector (Captain May) got
very drunk in one of the local hotels, It was known to the -
police going out on patrol that he was still in that condition
in the ﬁotql. The Sergeant in charge of the patrol, Sergeant
Foley, was an easy-going man inelined to choose the easier way
v "out of things. When he and h;s men reached the Square, after
completing the first part of the nigﬁtly itinerary, he decided
to finish for the night and take the patrbl back to the barracks,

without going through Moore Street.



20.

Shortly after the return of.the ﬁatrol to barracks two
thirsty policemen, Sergeant McFadden and. Constable Hopkins
came out again in quest of a drink. They had reached the Square
when they were challenged by Michael Brennan, Tom McGrath and
Hatt Bermingham who had come up from Moore Street to investigate
what was delaying the patrol, The two policemen were called on
to halt and in reply Sergeant McFadden shouted,."It's all right,
We're R.I,C." The Sergeant had assumed that he was meeting a
military patrol. The I.R.A. leader and his two comrades opened
fire, killing—HbFadden ontrigh§ and wounding the Constable in ths
shoniﬁer. In the darkness the latter escaped to the barracks |

and McFadden's revolver was taken from him,

When the shooting in the Square was heard in the Coastguard
Station and the Workhouse, the Marines and the Military attempted
to send out detachments to go to the assistance of the police.
The Marines promptly retired as soon as the I.R.A, party at the
entrance to the Coastguard Station opened fire on them. At the
Workhouse the men under Bill Hough had orders that, in the event,
of the Military coming out through the front gate, fire should be
withheld until orders were given by him, as it was his intention
te allow the soldiers to be well outside the g;te before opening
the attack. However, as soon as the first half a dozen soldiers
had emerged through the gate an‘over anxious Volunteer fired,

The rest of the party did likewise c#ﬁsing the soldiers to beat
a hasty retreat into the shelter behind the Workhouse walls, No
further attempt was made by either the Marines or Military to
leave their posts. From both posts, however, machiné gun and
rifle-fire started and this continued until dawn. At the police

barracks there was no attempt made by the garrison there to
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venture out but the shooting which tock place from that building
was just as wlld and reckless as that indulged in bylthe Marines

and Military,

The I.R.A. did not leave their positions until about 6 a.m.
and then the different sections under the guldance of the local
Volunteers moved off to Cooraclare, the pre-arranged ;endezvous.
In that village Michael Brennan bought one drink for each man and
theﬁ took the whole party to Cree where billets were hrrgnged,
and food supplied. While the men slept during the dﬁy the local
I.R.A. Company performed protection duty. That nighﬁ, about
10 o'clock, the billets were vacated and the East Clare detachment
accompanied by most of the West Clare men who had ﬁaﬁticipated in
the Kilrush operation moved southwards towards the Shannon until
they reached Cahermurphy convenient to the point which had been
fixed for the boat to pibk up Brennan and his unit to bring them

back to Fast Clare., After nightfall on 24th April, ﬁfter the boat

moved off, the party from West Clare returned to their home areas,

No I.R.A, casualties were sustained in the Kilrush operation,
The enemy losses were never established. The death of Sergeant

McFadden and the wounding of Constable Hopkins were admitted.

The British were very sore over the attack, particularly
because of the fact that it was well known to the puglic that the
"I.R.A. held complete control of the town throughout ﬁhe night.

In an effort to account for their poor show that night a” ™ -
fantastic report was issued a few days later from General
Strickland's Headquarters in Cork. He was'O/C;, Southern Command,
The réport deseribed the I.R.A. force as being four ﬁundred strong
and stated that it comprised Flying Colums from Cori and Kerry.

i
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Inspiration for this report may have come from two Marines

: |
who were captured outside the Coastpuard Station while courting

* two local girls. The Marines were held as prisoners and in the

morning were brought a few miles from the town as their captors

were retiring. They had been well treated and chattéd freely with
our lads-. Among the questions asked by these prisoners were -
where did the attackers come from? - where were the a;ttaé:kers going -
now? - and d1d the attackers ever have transport? On being told
that the -at.tackers care from Cork and Kerry, that they were now on
their way to Athlone and that.all journeys had to be on foot, one

of the‘prisoners, in a most sympathetic voice answered, "Ye poor

b-s". They were released when it was considered that the time

which it would take them to get back to th= station was sufficient

to enable the men who had them as prisoners to reach Cooraclare,

There were no reprisals in ithe town of Kilrush after this
operation due, it was believed, to the intervention of influential
local loyalists. This did not save the homes of the Brigade 0/C.,
Sean Liddy, in Cooraclare, and the Brigade Adjutant, Eill Hough,
Morvrvand .

Moymorse., Both places were burned by a strong detachment of police

and military from Kilrush.

From the end of April, 1921 onwards the enemy f&rces in
West Clare became exceedingly cautious. In the towns, vigilance
ﬁas; intensified and a sharp look out kept for possibie attacks.
Individual policemen, who had made themselves unpopular, became
very- careful about their movements. In the rura]: areas the foads
were so heavily trenched and barricaded that enemy loérries could -
get through them only by refilling trenches and remoxariing road

obstacles, such'as stone barricades s scattered stones on the road,
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i‘ellled trees or broken bottles. Often, numbers of the
eivilian population were rounded up and compelied, at the
point of the gun, to do this work. The enemy did not relish
the delay and trouble caused by our road obstructior;'
activities and used the roads Ac‘Jnly as little as possible in

the months whieh just preceeded the Truce in July 1921.
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