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I uae born 1n the ;nr:lsh of Templeglantine on J.Oth
---.:..Ootober 1888, and attemded the logal national achool wtil

I wvas tem yeara of age. M; the age of 12 years I went to :

-,work for a local famer. .

I was working in the pariah of. Moneygay 1n the year "1913

' o __;_‘when a company or Volunteera waﬁ "tbrmed there.- I Joined the .

s .oompany thens - The. strength was 60: men. Dan Collins, brother
of Con COll:lns (l1ater a T.D ) was the chiot organiser. A man

naned James Ke.uy, an ox-British sold&er, was our drill

" instructor. ue 'vere dr:llling every n:l.ght of the week. g

. After John Redmond'o ramous spaach advis:lng the young
men of Iroland o Jo:l.n tho British army, there was a. spl:!.t in -
. the oompany One half Here all ln favom- of Bedmond's proposal
but fev of them took h:ls advice anﬂ Joined the. army. After a
. time this sect:lon ceaséd to ﬂmotion. The other halr were.
Atotally opposed t0 Redmorid‘s’ proposal anﬂ continued to maet |
and drm as usual. I belonged to this group, Around th.‘la
._ '_"time we elected off:loera for our group. Our first. ofﬁcera
'uare:-‘ Ger Eiely, Dan Conway and Taghg Collins, Dan Collins
became organj.ser for the area adzacant to. Honeygay and aasiated
--Ernest Blythe in reorganising eompanies in T.ournamlla,
‘Templeglantine ‘and. other plaoes. -

| Roul;ine drllling continusd .up.to Easter 1916. On Ea.,ter
7lSunday we marohed to Gle.nquin Castle where we met ccznpanies
from Drmcolloghor, Totu'nafulla, Abbey:reale, Newoastlewest,
Ardagh and Raheena. Volunteera presont numbered about %00
" and some of these had sho_tguns. Ihad a ’98 type pike. '
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'-ISevera.l men- of . our company had sm:lar pikes. ‘Thay -h’ad been

made in the vmage by a blaeksm:lth named JFaddy Mc(:az-tlw. _
Ger Kiely was in eharge of our company “Fre Bayea and Frs. Wall

’ were .present, He waited al]. day for matruot:lons, but nothing
' hnppened._ At abont 8 pame ve vara ‘d1smissed and we ‘returned

to our homes,. kfter the aurrendar in Dublin, some of the

Volunt:eers handed 1n the:l.r guns to the R. .'[.C. barracks at Strapd
- 1in the parish of Honeygay.. - ) '

‘From then to the spring of 191'7 there was very little
activity until a Feis was held at Strand which was: attandad by

' .all Volunteers .’m the area. That n:l.ght WO Wers mobilised by

Ger Kiely and met at Ballykemny Cross. 20 Volunteers &turned upe

'Tadhg Collins as: well as Ger K.ie]:y was present. Af‘ter tl-e
- meeting we- raided the houae of a farmer named Hulcanv for two
' Tifles belonging to the company which it was thought Mulcahy
| _had ratained arter the aplit. He vas 1in favour: of Redmond
"~ and had ceased to take an active. part in the company Ve did
i ‘not get the rirles, but. got a banner, the property of the
_ -company, mstead. The bamner was a huge one carried on two
poles depicting a pr.‘l.est say.‘mg Hass on a Maas rock in a glen.
.',Ha.ving fajled to got the ‘rifles at Mulcahy's, We then raided
‘the house of John Riordan, the par:lsh cfl.erk of Honaygay, for ther"
. Ve falled tb £ind them theré either. 'We had just'left his house.
; when he seizad a ahotgun and fired tvo shots after us. ﬁlobody
._ was hit. On h:ls uay 1nto Newcastleweat nem:t morning to report
" the mattor to the ReI:Ce, Riordan was mét by two ‘Jolunteara
o named Jack and Tadhg coll:l.ns who, having ascertainsd hj.s|
'intent:!.ons, gavé him a- aevere beating a.nd tlu'eatened to shoot
- him i ‘he informed the police, !Geed:!.ess to say, he'_d:ld:xlmt :
.réport to the R.I.C. ' o

iy

_Routine drilling continpsd- throughout 1917 and- 1918,
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National Archives Act, 1986, Regulations, 1988 !
i

ABSTRACTION OF PART(S) PURSUANT TO REGULATION 8

Form to be completed and inserted in the original record |

in place of each part abstracted

(i) Reference number of the separate cover under

which the abstracted part has been filed: WS j301/A
(ii) How many documents have been abstracted: : e
(iii} The date of each such document: £ Decemte” /?55
|

(iv) The description of each document:

[VAQNEN] /f./,%m J/Q/ZM Ml’édf% M/E_{ ) £ ;—-5(.4‘&()

Admsa af  preivindeeete
¢

|
|
(Where appropriate, a composite description may be entered in respect of

two or more related documents). '

J
(v)  Reason(s) why the part has been abstracted for retention: |
|
(c)¥Would or might cause distress or danger to living persons on the ground
that they contain information about individuals, or would or might be
likely to lead to an action for damages for defamation. :

( Threse will be the reasons given on-tiie c,e’r?t'jlcate/under Sectidn 8(4).)
? o

s — T
i

Name: (J. Moloney.)
Grade: Col. !
Department/Office/Court:

Date: 7 Narch 20063,
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During the conecription scare ir 1918 we received an extra

"-';I,ten .men 1nto .the cmnpeny_ These left when the scare was over.

Early 1n the year 1919, Dan c°111ns vae erreeted and

. ',aemtenced tO‘ three menths for drilling and organising the
VOlunteere. . Wey. hm-rever, continued to fieet’ ‘and. drill, but not
.. 8O- open.'l.y as before. Later An the year, the R.I.C. became more_

active and were constantly raid:lng and searohing the homes of -

ol Volunteers Ancluaing thé home of ‘my employer. 1 managed to

o elude them for a t:une._ Eventual]y, m early 1920 I 191’1; '
-.Moneygay Company area and went: to Brnrf area m I'shst Limerick
o 'where Martin Conway Was Compmw Captain. After some :lnqu:lrias '

I vas offic:lally transferred to Bruﬁ’ Cmnpany and was given a

f.Lae Enfield rifle. I stayed in Hartnstt's and. other houses in
T the area. A short t:l.me after, Mart.tn Conway ordered another

.R.A-. man named J’ohn Hartigan of Meanus and myself to hold up

~_the local postman bringing thie mail from Meanus Post! office to
- Fedamore and to se:lze ‘the: ma:l.l for Fedamore R I.C Berracks.
| , The 1ettere eddressed to the barracks :lncluﬂed cne ' giving

About two days after helding np the postman, while I wag’

. i.in Hartigan's, 1t wvas raided by n.x.c., Tans’ and- military. -
fJuhn Hartigan and I managed to- eseape and vere fired on by the -
- .- enany &g we ran from the houee. That n:lght we steyed :ln i
- _Hartigan'e of Boher. it had been thonght that two girla na.med _

who lived An’ & labourer 's eottage nearby, vere

) "“.";._:'_.responsible for t;he ram on. Bart:lgen 'g.. They were keeping
ah A company with the Tans. . Hartin cenway and s.ti memhers of" the "’
 company taidea their house oiie night and- took the two girls |
- out. . They et thets hair and taired them.” Hartigan. ana 1 were
' ",;L_'.-:-'.j'on sentry duty wh:lle the Job was being carried out. "! _' 3

A few days J.ater, Pat Hart:lgen drove me mto Limerick



o.f the Tans' and thiat her real name waa

".4n a pony 't‘:’-ap; "'Wet called to Vickéfyis of Roches "?_Sﬁl‘z"eet ‘
. whé_re he handed me over to Batt,. Laffin and David He"nnessy
" of mmuén.-. _ They took me to Killonan where I Joined up with

the local company Bill wall, brother. of Fr. ‘Wall. of

_Drmco.:.logher, ‘and .‘Iohn MeCormack, Chairman of the. Ca. Conncil,

wete on the run at the t:lme and vere residing in the ‘areas Ve -

‘-became great ﬁ-iends and stayed 1n different- houses in the
' neighbourhood. Thers was very little act::tvity in the arca.

wh:ue I was 1n the locality, Mrs. McCormck, w:lfe of -

-John McCormack, pald a vis:l.t to the Women s hnployment }:.xchange

1n Limerick J.ook.tng for a maid. She got a g:lrl by the name of _'
‘who. started to work for her. She was 1n Mrs. o

McCormack's employment for about three weeks uhen, one Sunday
-night, ldrs. HcCormok's son, who vas also on the run, and I

called to h:ls ‘.mother 's house for niik. When coming away -
we saw in conversation with two men in plain clothes.-'

' We did not know them, - They ‘had’ ‘been drivén out’ to McCormackis .

by a Jarvey named Benson of Limerick. 'On -the follouing Sunday
night, one¢ man .‘Lu military uniform arr:l.ved, again drivetn by

Banson. I spolte to Bemaon vho told me that the girl wvas a. pa.l
I .

|
!
'
i
1

I reported the matter to Batt lLaffin who aent me
to his home to colleot a small suitcase hidden :ln a cwahed on

. his farm, I found the case and took 1t to Laffin. In the
' case ‘was . a photo of. A day or two .1ater Laffin

nanded me a. £5 note and a d:!.:spatch to bring to the Magter of |

'the Union in Tralee. The dispatch was placed on the sole of

-ong of .my boots after which a pair of ruhber solss was clamped

on to the exiating soles. . ‘,‘{ )
. b
i

had been in the "Union* in Tralee after:
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it wae rumourad

. at the time that she had died t.here. It afterwards tranapired

that 1t was an :lllegitimate ohild of hers that had died there.
She and’ her mother left the:l.r home near Ardfert, Co. Kerry,

Ca short time later and went to reside in Idmerick City where

they assumed the name of - |

I took the tra:ln at mlonan and 1eft :I.t at Listcmel

. where I stayed m.th an uncle of mine namad Con Cr:lmm.tn for the- ‘

night. He mde arrangements for me to he met at Tralee
rajlwvay station next morning hy a porter on duty ther'e.

+ " The porter hrought me to Kiely's of WeJ.l lane, . 'I.‘ra.lee; A g:l.rl
'of K:lely's brought e to the Haster or the Union. X l!'ufmciea _
" the dispatch to h:lm. He 1med1ately, upon saeing the photograph

and read:l.ng a daacription of the’ girl, conﬁ.rmed that she vas
. He told me that 1f Ve did net ha.ve t:he girl

executed, that some mambars of the loeal company there would

come to Killeoman and .shoot he;-.' In the meantime, a gmrd had

been placed on the. g:lrl, but. befox-e I got back, Mrs.. McCormaok |

facilitated her. escape by opening a back w:lndow through which

she. managad, to ga:ln her freedom and - return to I.imeriok.
- . - ] .
Arter this I goi: s:!.ck a.ml g taken t.o the—aIn-rimary in

Limerick vhere I was deta.tnad for a fortn:lght. After 1eav1ng
the Infirmary I Btayed for a tine at Dave K:lely's of Shn.nnon

| Bt., Limerick. _ Kiely got me a jab as: baggaga porter at the

Royal George Eotel. In the course of my duties there I had to.
visit the ra:uwa,y Btat!.on to meet the trains.. There was very
little activity 1n Limerick at this t:hue, but nou and then I
‘was dble ¢o .pass’ on :lnformation on the movements of{ the R. I.C.
and Black and Tana who visited the hotel or railway station,

to Dave Kiely or a man named Cahill, both or uhom vTere members

or the local I.R.A. In me:mstance, while in a 1qcal cafe‘,

'
I
r =
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. .I overheard a soldjer say that he was to ‘take part [1n a large
SR -romzd-up in the Cnherconlzah -area on the following morning
- and that they had received 4nformation that the .R.A. were

located in the area. I passed on the mfomation to Kiely and

Cahill. As I kmew the locality vell, they asked mo to go there
- and varn ‘the I.R.A, I obtained a "bike and cycled to Batt Laffin
\ of Kiilonan;  Dave Hennessy was there. He .sent me to his on
- house with :lnstructions to tell his servant hoy, nmned H:lck
o McDonnell, to go to Caharconlish to warn- the I.R.»A.. who uere

located :ln a large moceupied house there. -I went with h:l.m.

'Hear the 'Big Bousa' we wera halted by a. nm.n on guard. I-Je

E told him of the proposad rotmd-up. He f:lred two shots as a

' signal. We vere taken ina:lde vhere we ezp]ained our story to

_" the officer in charge. He bad the house evacuated within a few *

. . minutess At least 40 I.R.A:" men, ‘21l of them armed,’ ware
’ :ln the 'B:lg House' that night. At daylight next. morn:l.ng the
-place vas raided by a large ‘mmber of military, Re I.c. and

. _-B:I.ack and 'Bans, but our men ‘had: gone. I. returned to my job

-mthahotelthatmorning : '_ :

A ahort ‘time after t.he Truce I 'disa;med a drunkan Tan 1n
the hotal of a Colt revolver.' I.ater, w:lth other members of

.' the local I.B.A., s se:lzed 2 mmber of- R.I.C. tin boxes off
, .the trains, . ' ' )

51@35 g Michael Collins

Da,tes-
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