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STATEMENT BY TIMOTHY KEOHANE,

Lackepalooh&. Clonakilty, County Cork.

I was born at Ballinrcher, Timoleague, on March 17th
1896. My parents were farmers. I was educdted at
Timoleague National School until I reached the age: of 1y

years, when I left school to work in Tobin's cornmill in

- Timoleague.

I Joined the Irish Volunteers in_$imqleague in the
summer of 1917. The pioneers in the organisatiop of the
unit were: Con Lehane, Jim qunett and Jéck O'Driscoll.‘
Other members at this time were: -Dan Minihane, Michael
Deasy, Con Sexton, Seén Sexton, Faddy Lehane, Wm, Foley,
Pat Sexton, John Collins and Dan Keohane.  Hugh Thorntoni-
I think he was Adjutant Bandon Battalion - was present at
the initial meeting. The first 0/C of Timoleague Was
Con Lehane. He. was appointed py Hugh Ihorntén. Jiﬁ.
Hodnett was: also an officer of the'unip. The strength of

the company at this stage was about 20.

_Timoleague Company was & ﬁnip of Bgndon Battalion,
Cork Brigade, Other companies in theubattalion were:
Bandon, Ballinadee, Kilbrittain, Barryroe, Clogagh. The
officers of the battalion were, I think:

0/C - Tdm Hales;
Viece 0/C - Charlie Hurley
Adjt.- Hugh Thorpton
Q/M - Wm. Walsh,

The only type of treining carried on Wﬁs'ordinary

close order foot drill under our own officers. Parades



were held on Sunday afternoons: and on two nights each week.
The company (Timoleague) was slowly gaining in strength and
by the end of 1917 or early 1918 had reached about 30.

" There: was & further increase when the British
threatened to enforce conscription in the spring of 1918.
Apouﬁ this period several raids-for arms were céfried out
in the area - all members of the company being engaged at
one time or another. ?he:company now ha@.&boqt a dozen
shotguns, with a small supply of ammunition for same, All
members who joined up during the conscription period continued
to serve after the threat haed passed.

After the conscription period there was no unusual

activity. Normal parades and training sessions were held.

There was no activity in the area in connection with
the genersl election in December, 1918, as the Sinn Féin

candidate was returned unopposed.

The next occurrence of note was the formation of Cork:lll
Brigade. This brigade covered the area of West Cork and
~was composed of the following battalions: Bandon, Clonakilty,
Dunmanway, Bantry, Skibbereen. The first éfficers of the

brigade, as far as I can recollect, were:

0/C - Tom Hales
.Wice'ofc_- T cannot recollect
Ad jt.- Liam Deasy.
Q/M - Seén Lehene (I think);

'There.w&s not very mach activity during 1919 beyond
the normal training, which was now becoming more advanced.
A1l members were having some target practice with 22 rifles,
while selected meﬁ*were being trained. in scouting and
signelling. Companies were then drilled in extended order ,

and there were: occasional battalion ﬁobilisations in which



all companies took-part. A1l Volunteers were trained in

the use of cover on the occasion of these parades.

There was a change in the §fficers'of the Timoleague
Company about this time, as the 0/C (Con Lehane) was
t?&nsferréd to the Battalion Staff as Engineering Officer;
He wasfreplaged as 0/C by Jack O'Driscoll. Jim Hodnett was
still 1st Lt. |

The attack on Timoleague R.I.C. barracks in Februery,
1920, was the first real indication to us tpgp we were really
_soldiers, This was & battalion ocperation under Se&n Hales,
who had replaced his brother Tom (now Brigade 0/C) as 0/C
Bandon Battalion. As far as I can recollect, the
companies reprgsented in this attack were: - Timoleague,
Barryroe, Kilbrittain and Clogagh. 'gll members of the
Timoléague Comﬁany were on duty. The attack was not a
snccess, due to the failure of a mine, which had been laid
at the door of the barrack, to explode. I was not a member.
of the attacking party but:yas,engaged_og.outpost duty on
the Timoleague-Courtmacsherry road about 300 yards ffom
Timoleague. 1 wgsaarmgd with a.shotgup gng was unaccompanied.
The attack continued from about midnight until sometime after
4 a.m., when 2ll sections were ordered to withdraw and I

returned honme.

In the early part of 1920 several raids for arms were
carried out in the area, from which about 20 shotguns and 2

rifles were collected. A1]1 members of the unit took part.

ﬁpen the evacuated R.I.C. barracks at Courtmacsherry
was destroyed at Easter,_l929, I was enggged with several
other members of the Timoleague Company on the work of
deﬁolitiqn. - The building was desproyed_witp c;owbars and

pickaxes. This operation was carried out under Sefin Hales



(Battalion 0/C), by members of Barryroe and Timoleague

Companies. .

During April and May, 1920, seyeral ambushes werer
laid in the Timoleague area for R.I.C. patrols, bu;'all
were abortive as: the enemy patrols did not turn up; Amongst
those engaged in- these gctivities;weée: Charlie Hurley
(Battalion Vice 0/C), Mick Crowley, — O'Neill (Kilbrittain)
Jim Hodnett, Con Lehane, Jack 0'Driscoll, Dan Minihane,
Michael Deasy, Con Sexton, Wm. Foley, Tim Keohsane (witness).
All members of the local company were armed with shotguns,
while the three first mentioned had rifles. |

In August, 1920, Dan Minihene - & member of
Timoleague Comp&ny_- tgok part in an ambush of a party of
British military at Brinny near Bandon.  About the same time
the company was represented in sn attack on an enemy party
(military) at Neweestown by Dan Minihane and Con Lehane.

I did not take part in these engagements.

During October, 19?9, I wgs“gggaged with other members
of Timoleague Company on thg_construption of dumps (2) and
dug-outs (2) in the district. The dumps were made by
burying a waterproofed wooden box in the middle of double
‘bank (stonefaced). The opening Wwas so arranged that a large
stone gate-post acted as a cover for the open end. It was
thus possible to remove any signs of_traffic when the dump
was;ﬁeing used by dragging bushas through the passage at the
gateway . The box which was buried in the fenge_was'&bout.
6" X 13' X 2. At this time, also, &ll members were
engaged 1n the collection: of é.ievy for the arms' fund for
the I.R.A; This levy was based.on the ?oor Law Valuation
of the holding or premises &t a rate of 3d in the £J?a%m©i '
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Early in November, 1920, at a parade of Timoleégue
Company the 0/C asked for volunteers to Join.the Brigade
Column., There were three:voluntegrs - Pat Sexton, Dan
Minihane and Tim Keohane (witness). i Only one man was
required: and lots were: drawn to see Who @ould g0, I was
selected and was then told to ewait instructions | About
November 20th 1920 I was instructed by my Company 0/C to
proceed to Kilmacsimon Quay - a few miles'from Bandon in
Ballindee: area. - where I was torrepbrt to the Column 0/C
(Tom Barry). At Kilmacsimon Quay I:met Liam Degsy, Tom
Barry and some other members of the colum@. We then moved
to Crosspound and on to Castletown-Kinneigh, where we
billeted in an empty farmhouse. During the following week
we were engaged in training in the use of the'rifle, drilling
anq field exercises at night. WE_;ema;ned gnder cover
during the day. There were about 35 or §5 in the column
at this; time. On the evening of November 27th '192-1 all
members of the cqlumn want to Confession to & priest who

visited the billets..

_Eariy on the morning of November 28th:l921, the
column was paraded by the 0/C (Tom"ﬁarry),who told us that we
‘were going to attack & copvoy_of Auxiliaries at Kilmichael
‘on the Macroom-Dunmanway road. The site selected for fhe
ambush was on & straight stretch between two right-angled
turns: about 13} mi;es south of Kilmichael. We ;eéched this
position about 7.59 a.n. and immediately set.&bout building
a protection wall of loose stones at the Macroom side (west)
of a high rock Jjust north of the rogd,‘ A.fgw stones.were
also placed on the fence at phe eastern end of the straight
within which the eonvoy was to be ambushed. All sectilons
were then moved: into their positions. I was with Pat '

Deasy on a high rock at the northern side of the road and
 alwdi IS0 :
within a short diStanEEZof the command post at the eastern



end where the 0/C (Tom Barry) had 3 riflemen. Mick
McCarthy (Vice 0/C Dunmanway B&t;n.) was with a party of 4
just underneath our position on the rock and behind the wall
of stones Which had been erected as cover. There were

also 5 or 6 others Just to the west of our position and
slightly to the rear. There was another section of about
10 men at the western end of the position and also north

of the road, whiie about midway in the straight and south

of the road wﬁs a2 section of five or six men. This: latter
section were behind some rocksaaboqt 50 yards from the road.
The remainde: of the column were north of the ambush position
at the western end. It was about 8 a.m. when all sections
took up their positions and we remsined until about U4 p.m.
without incident. In the meantime, We.haé been supplied

with tea by some girls: from a nearby house.

_ Abgut h:n.m. our scoups to the west repoyted the
approach of an enemy CORVOY. Our orderg'were to allow
the leading lorry to pass our pos;tion, to bewdgalt.with
by the party at the command post at the eastern end. The
first lorry then drove past us and f;ye‘was'opgped on it
by the section to the east at Tom Barry's post. Wb then
opened fire on the second lorry,lgs Qid‘thg other sections.
north of the road, The Auxiliaries, who surviyed‘the opening
burst, jumped.from the lorp;gs and took what cover they
 could behind rocks: at the north side. The enemy party
in the leading lorry was disposed of in about five or six
minutes, bué the survivors: from the second lorry continued
to fight for about 20/30 minutes. At this: stage Tom Barry
blew: a. blast on his whistle as a signal that all men should
geﬁ on to the roédi At the same time he moved with his

section along the road from the east to take the survivors
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in the rear. Tom Barry then called on the enemy to surrender
and some of them put up their hands;, but when our party were
moving on to the road the Auxiliaries agein opened fire,

Two of our men (John Lordan and Jack Hennessy, I think)

were wounded by this fire. Pat Dgasy‘hgﬁ.been wounded,
while Jim Sullivan and Nick McCarthy (V/C Dunmanwey Battn.)
had been killed pridr to this happening. The @/C (Tom
Barry) immediately ordered: an ell-out attack, and after a few
sharp bursts the enemy forces were silenced.. We then found
that everyboedy on the road hed been killed.  The survivihg
members of the column then collected all enemy arms and
ammunition. The enemy lorries were set on fire. I

cannot recollectlhowamany rifles we captured but all members
of the enemy party hed revolvers (Wébley). I should have
mentioned that Mick McCarthy (V/C Dunmanway Battn.) was in
charge qf the section with which I operated in this action.

Il was armed with a shotgun, as were gboutlfive or six other
members: of the column. This was due to the fact that a
number of rifles: which were being sent from the western end

of the brigade did not reach the column before the operation.

ﬂhen_ail was; over, the column were assembled by the
0/C (Tom Barry), who, in a short address, congratulated us
‘on the fight and expressed regret at the death qf our Brave
comradésﬁ & horse and car was then procured from a
neighbouring farmhouse, on Which our gea@ and woqnded were
removed. Wp then moved across country to Qraggre, where

we remained in billets for a few days.

The column next moved to Ahiohiil, where we were in
billets when Charlie Hurley (now Brigade 0/C, hgving replaced
Tom Hales: Who was arrested in July, 1520) took us into



positions at Gaggin on December 8th,1920. A npumber of men
from the Bantry area, who had been late for Kilmichael, had
now joined the column. They were armed with some of the
rifles captured at Kilmichael. 'All members of the column
were now armed with rifles. A; Gaggin the column was ,
divided into two sectlons: and took up position on high
ground about 20 yards south of the_Bangon-Clonakilty road.
An enemy convoy of one lorry weSLexPected, but just &s the
lorry entered the pos;tion a rifle shot was accidentally
discharged by one of our men and the enemw'dashed through
before effective fire could be brought to bear on it.
Severel_shots;were fired at the lorry as it dashed away.
Ihe lorry, however, stopped some distance from where we had
been in position aﬁd the occupants took to the fields. The
lorry went on to Bandon, which was abeut 3 miles away.
When the column was: withdrawing from the ambush position

it wes:attackeq by the party (enemy) who'had entered the
fields, but our return fire forced them té withdraw.
During the attack a. member of the column (Michael MclLean,
Skull Coy.) was killed. He had been guarding the members-
of a household oﬁ the opposite side of the road and when
the column was withdrawing he was shot while efossing the

road to join the main body.

Aﬁter Gaggin the column‘with@rew to Kilbrittain area
and later moved to Ahiohill, where it was disbanded just
prior to Christmas;, 1920. I then returned to Timoleague

Company area.

‘My brother, who was running the farm at home, Was
arrested in a round-up early in 1921. I was then forced
to attend to some of the farm work as well as to take on my

share of the activities of the company area on the work of



cutting enemy lines of communication. - My mother was also
seriously ill about this time and died‘in February, 1921.
About this time I was appointed 2nd Lt. Timoleague Gby.'

. Owing to the large enemy forces operating in the ares,
the column wes; now disbanded for a short time. It was
reassembled early in March, 1921, when I took my place with
_the other members. As; far as I can recollect, I rejoined
the column in the Newcestown area. We then moved around
the district until the night of March 16th, 1921, when we
were in the viecinity of Innishannon. On the morning of |
March 17th We took up & peéition &t Shippool on the Bandon-
Kinsale road. The stiength of the column was now about 100,
We were in position behind & wall north of the road and
were extepded éver about 400 yards. Tt was then about 9 a.m.
Although we rema;ned in position until darkness was
&pnwoaching, there was no appearance by the enemy. All‘

sections then withdrew to billets in the area (Shippool).

We moved across the main Cork-Bendon road on the
night of March 18th, 1921, and went into billets in
Crossbarry area. We were only a short time in billeis
when reports: were received that large enemy forces were
reiding throughout the district. The column was then
alerted and divided into & number of sections. The 0/C
l(Tbm Barry) then addressed the assemb;ed column, informing _
us that largé'enemy forces were endegvouring_to surround us.
He Instructed each man to fight to the bitter end. The
sections were then gllocated to var;ous positions - all
_porth of the old Cork - Bandon road. It was now about 6 a.m.
I was with a section who took up a.posit;on in the yard of
Harold'S;(i think) farmhouse. There were about 1 men
" in the section and all were armed with rifles, I do not



10.

recollect the name of the 0/C of my section, which was at

the eastern end of the centre of the ambush position.

About 8 a.m. & convoy of enemy lorries,with &

small number of men in each, drove into the ambush position. .
The maig body ﬁe;e apparently ralding 1n_the area. When
two or three lorries had passed by the section with which I
waé operating, the convoy halted as one of the goldiers had
apparently seen some member of the ambush party. As the
lorries halted the enemy began to detruck and fire -was
immediately opened on the enemy party in sight. At fhe

same time, Flor Begley - a member of the Brigade Staff -
began playing tunes on the bagpipes. He was in a field
at the rear qf the farmy&rd behind our section. Firing
continued for about 20/30 minutes, when the enemy party
were silenced. With the members of my own section and those
of the other sections in the centre of the position, I moved
on to the roadway where we collected the arms.gnﬂ anmunition
of the enemy's dead and wounded, including a EeWwis gun and
a supply of émmunition. The enemy lorries: were then set

on fire.

At thils stage the enemy raiding parties.in the area
were attacking our covering and flanking parties. The
sections in the centre, who had completed their jop,‘were
then withdrawn anq.some of the flanking parties were called in,
Reinforcements were sent to strengthen points at which the:
‘enemy &ppeared to be strongest. Fighting went on for some
time at positions to the rear and on the eastern flank,

"but eventually the enemy forces were forced to withdraw.
After about 2 hours: the column was again assemb;ed to the
rear of Beasley's farmyard. Flanking and covering parties

were arranged and we then withdrew in a northerly direction
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for gbout 600 yards, where we nmade contgct_uitn a further
enemy force Which we compelled to withdraw. After this

the column moved across country to Kilmichael parish, where
ﬁe billeted. We remained in the area until the night of
Monday (21st March, 1921), when we travelled to Clogagh

for the burial of Charlie Hurley (Brigade: 0/C). 'He had been
killed on the_morniqg qf'Crossb&rry Gl9th March) when trying
to breask through & ring of enemy forces who surrounded his
billet. The column were not aware of his Qeatﬁ until the
night of March 20th, 1921. nilitgry honours were rendered at
l'Charlie'sxﬂuneral ebout 2_awm. on the morning 6f March 22nd,
and the column then withdrew to billets in, I tﬁink, Ahiohill

area.

Some days later, 1t may have been‘;n_early April, the
whole column moved into an ambush position on the Drimoleague-
Dunmanway road, but there~@as no appearance by the enemy
and we were withdrawn to billlets after being in position
from early morning until dark. ‘.Eiam Deasy and Sefin Ekehane

were in charge on this occasion.

The column_continue&‘to move round the areg.duying
April without mgking contact with the enemy. Earlg in May
(I think) we moved to the west of Bantry, where we took wp
positions on the Kenmare-Bantry road, but there was no action
ags the expected enemy convoy did not travel, We'then_mqved
to Rossmore area, where, after a few days 1n billets, the

column was disbended.

I then returned to Timoleague are&!:ﬁﬁereil_continued'
to operateyon the local activit;es of scouting,_bloﬁking
- roads, carrying dispatches, etc. as required until ; was
arrested in a round-up by enemy military forces 1n-T1moleague
district. 1t was then egply in June, 1921. ¥ was remcved



- to Clonakilty Barrﬁcks, tried fqr giving_a false name and
sentenced to six months with hard laﬁour. I was then
removed to Military Detention Barracks, Cork, Cork Prison
aﬁd. later, Spike Island Prison Compound. On'complepion
of my sentence I was transferred to Spilke Island Interament
Camp and finally to Maryborough Prison, from where 1 was
released on December 8th 1921. -

My rank at the Truce - 2nd Lt., T;qolea_gue Coya,
Bandon.Battn.. Cork ;ll Brigade. . The strength of the
company was about 60.

Signed: czv;_ / M%@
’ (Tim Keohane)

Date: 28 % Vlommbec 1955

28th November 1955,

. Witness: %M(P. O'Donnell)
- (Investigator)
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