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STATEMENT BY JACK O'KEEFFE,

Boolamore, Rathcoole, Banteer, Co. Cork.

I was born at Boolamore, Rathcoole, in July, 1891,
‘I attended Rathcoole National School until I reached the
age of 1l years; when I left school to go to work with
faermers in the district. I_léter worked on the railway

as & linesman and platelayer.

Barly in 1915 I went to Weles, where I worked until
August of that year., I then joined the British Army.
My regiment was: the Royal Irish Rifles. Bijoine&.uﬁ for
the duration of the war and was demobilised early|in 1919.
Puring my time in the Royal Irish Rifles I served in France, -
Greece and the Derdenelles,

Following my demobilisation I returned home and
immediately Joined the I.R.A. (Rathcoole Company). - The

officers at the time were:

0/C - Jerh. Long.
lst Em,— &bhn_Leh&ne ’

There were about 35 members in the compeny when I| joined.

The usual close order foot drill was the only
tfaining being carried on, but my arrival led to greater

interest 1In other aspects of military trainipg, so We had
classes in scouting, the use of cover and exténded.ordér

drili.,  Although we had no rifleﬁ; all members were
proficient in the use of the shotgun. |

Normal training went on during 1920,and early in
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that year Rathecoole R.I.C. barracks, which had belen

evacuated b& the enemy, was destroyed by the I.R.A.

I was not present on the occasion of this operation.

Towards the end of 1920 and into the spring of 1921
&1l members of the: company were engaged in blocking roads,
cutting telegraph wires and raiding_lbcal malls, put there
were no military activitiés of a more serious nature.
Eomever, Februnary, 1921, was the beginning of a more active

perioed.

About 3.week_p;ior to Februafy 11th, 1921, I was
instrucﬁed by Comdt. Con J. Meaney (Sonny) to go te Banteer
on & train leaving Rathcoole about 3 p.m. I was to
return to Rathcoole by the evening train due to reach

Millstreet about 8 p.m. - My duty was to aseertain

whether there were any British military on the latter train.
These joﬁrneys:were continued each evening until February llth
1921, up to which time ne military travelled. However,

on the evening of February lith I observed.that there was

a party of lh.British troops on the train at Banteer.

They were &ll in one carriage. - I travelled as usual to
Rathcoole statlon, where I met another member of %he
Ratheoole Compeny (Den Ceakley), who carried two revolvers.‘
I left the train at Rathcoole and joined Dan Gbakhey on

the pla;ferm. ~ &s: the train was'hoving_out for Millstreet
agbout 7.15 p.m., we both boarded the engine and a?lomed the
train to proceed towards Mﬁllstreét. We then toﬁd the
-driver that he was to %pull up“'when we told him. I should
have mentioned that the Battalion Column - armed ;1th
shotguns - were: lying in ambush on the railway emPankment
about 3% miles from Rathcoole station. They had followed

this procedure each evening during the previous week,
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but &s there were no military on the train they withdrew

to billets each night.. We already had instructions to
signél to the column by blowing two short blasts on the
whistle at the Glebe (about 3 mile from ambush site) if there

were troops on the train.

When we reached the bridge at the Glebe we| ordered

the driver to blow the whistle, as arranged, and he did so.
Almost imme&i&tely we saw a lighting torch being thrown
down the embankment on to the rails. This was to indicate
the point at which the engine was to be haited. | The
train stopped at this point and a velley of. shots rang out.

411 were fired at the one carriage in which the party of
military was accommodated, The military returned the
fire and after about 15 minutes there was & 1lull,| during
which time the enemy were called on to surrender, and they
did so. With Dan Gogkley I hed remsined omr the engine
during the engagement. When the enemy party left.the
train they were disarmed. Fourteen rifles and about 600
rounds of ammunition were.capturéd.r ‘Web equipment and

water bqttles were also taken. During the course of the

serap, the officer in charge of the British party}left the
train,leaving his arms and equipment behind. Th% enemy |
lost 1 killed end several wounded. When the column had
withdrawn I returned to my home are&.ﬁith Dan Cogkley.

We joined the columﬁ, which was billeted in Lackadéxa.area,
early next day. Amongst those Who we¢e_1n the ambﬁsh
party on this occasion were: Mick_d'niordan, Wr. O'Riordan,

Jimmie Hickey, “Miah* Galvin, Jerh. Crowley, John Eéhane,

Wm. Kelleher ("Kaiser®"), Dan Murphy, Denis Hickey, Nellus.
Healy, and Con J, Meaney, O/C. There were also two or

three others.
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Between February 1llth, 1921, and early March
the column lay in ambush on & number of occasions, but the
enemy failed to turn up. In addition, during this
period we were actively engaged throughout the ares in
doing guard and outpost dﬁty for members of the local

companies engaged in road blocking and such activities.

' We were billeted in Mushera area on the night of
March §th, 1921, when orders were received from the Bde. H.Q.
that We were to report at Clonbanin Crossroads: early

Maren &% ‘ '
on the morning of Rebswatyrifbh, 1921, We trav?lled by

horse and car to Keale: Brldge ~ leaving our bill%ts some

' $ime after midnight - and travelled the remainder of the

journey on foot. We: arrived about 9 &.m, and met members

of the Charleville and Newmarket. Battalion Columns, es
well as & column from Kerry ll Brigade. They wére all

moving into positions when we arrived. >0ur colgmn was

‘now armed with the rifles teken in the ambush of!tne train

at Millstreet., The combined columns were ddvid%d into a
number of sections, whieh were extended over an&istance
of about ¢ mile on each side of the road. The Kerry 1l
Brigade and Millstreet Columns were south of the|road.
The Neﬁmarket.and Gh&rleville Columns were north|of the

roed. The combined force was in charge of Sefn|Moylan, |

assisted by Paddy O'Brien and Tom McElligstrim. _l

I wag one of a.pgrty of about twelve whg took up

positions: gouth of the road at the eastern end. | UWe were

~behind g.sod_fence in Shaughnessy's haggard about 200

yeards from the road. It was now about 10.15 a.m., and we
had only taken up our.position when & convoy of twb lorries
of military passed through from the east (Mallow). They

were to have been attacked but the: signal to fire was not
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given, so they went on their way. We remained in our

‘position until about 2 p.m., when our scouts sigﬁalled the

approach of an enemy convoy from the west. Wheﬁ the

convoy came into view it consisted of a lorry, an armoured

‘car, & private car and two other lorries. When’the leading .

the signal
_ |
to open fire was given by, I think, the firing of a single

lorry reached the centre of the ambush position,

rifie shot by Paddy O'Brien. Our party was directly
opnositq the centre of the convoy ﬁhen firing opéned._

The leading lorry got through and some of the soldiers on
it get into the_fields south of the road and to the east

bf our position. This party forced my section to withdram
to & new position on a by-road. leading east from the

ambush position, but the enemy &id not come Within the line

. !
of fire from our new position. The armoured ca? ran into

the ditch and the private cag*w&SQdisaﬁled by thé opening
fire. General Cummings, Who was a passenger in!the car,
was killed by the opening burst of fire. The crew of the
armoured car were able to cover most of our positions

with their machine-guns;, while the men in the lorries

at the rear of the convoy, who took cover behind|the roadside
fence, kept up heavy fire for some time. When the
engagement had gone on for about 2 hours, the signal to
withdraw was: given. ﬁe withdrew with the men o% Kerry 11
Brigade Column towards Kealeegridge, where we moved off
towards Kilcorney and billets. The Kerry Column returned
to ﬁheir home area. In addition to General Cummings
(xilled), the British hadl several wounded. The|I.R.A. had

no casualties, |

The cdlumn lay in &mbush on & number of occasioﬁs

during the next couple of months but failed to make contact
with the enemy. However, at night, individual members -

|

|
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of the column Who were not engaged in protection duties
for road-blocking perties, would slip away to snipe the
enemy posts in Millstreet and elsewhere in the arga.

Towards the end of May, 1921, accompanied by John .
Lehene (Battalion @M}, I was arrested in Tullig one
morning about 5 a.m. by a party of military engaged in a

round -up. . However, when I came to a crossroads |I dashed

away and escaped into a small wood. I later rejoined the
column, which managed to get outsdde the round-ug area,
It was about this time that the members of the Dooneen
Company, under Seén Buckley, 0/C, destroyed a large
quantity of military stores which arfived at Millstfeet.
railway station for the Auxiliaries statiocned at Mount

Leader House.

The column was now divided into units of two or

three and billeted with the local companies throughout the
battalion. The column members. were engaged in training
the members of the companies in whose area they Were
billeted. . This procedure was followed until mid June,
when the column was again mobilised for Rathcoole ambush

on June 16th, 1921. | ‘

The column assembled at Rathcoole Wood during the
early morning of June léth, 1921. The columns from |
Kanturk, Newmarket, Cﬁarlevi;le and Mallow Battailons were
also assembled at the same time and'pl@cg, The| strength
of the combined force was about 120.  EBighty members
of this party were armed with rifles. The remainder

carried shotguns., Paddy O'Brien (Brigade Vice g/C) was
in charge. ~The members of the Millstreet Columb present
were: Jimmie Hickey, Mick O'Riordan, Wm. O'R:ﬁoriian,




Con J. Meaney (Sonny), “Neilus®™ Healy, “Miah" Galvin,
Jerh. Crowley, Wm. Ke;leher, Tom Crowley,“John-Carey,
Dan Coakley, Eugene Sullivan, Jack Kellsher, Jack| O'Keeffe
(witneés). Rathcoole Wood is about 2% miles east of

millstreet on the Banteer road.

The site selected for the ambush was on bigh ground
overlooking the road beiow the weod. In the egrly morning
six mines were laid in the road. They were spread over a

distance of about 1,200 yards at 1ntervgls.app:oxima;ing

to the distance between lorries travelling in convoye.

The mines were iron casing, sealed at both ends by steel
plates, held in gosifibn by a long 2" bolt which passed
through the casing. The mines were charged with war flour
(an explosive substance) manufaetured by the qol .

The assembled column was divided into & number of sections -

one to-cover each mine, two to act as_flénking parties and
another to take up & position on the opposite‘si?e of ;he
road to the main body. The main body of eight'éeetions
were in position on high ground south of the-poad; All
these preparations: were complete before S‘a.m. and all
sections had receiﬁed their instructions. The whole
forece thén'withdrew into the cover of .the wood t% await
further ordefSa Scouts were posted for pfotection

purposes.' |

Shortly after 10 a.m. four lo:ries;uere_rfported by
the scouts: as having passed through to Banteer. | This
party returned.later;éometimezafter'noon, and weFe allowed

to pass on to Millstreet. There was no furtherimovement

until about 3 p.m., wWhen ﬂOur lorries again passed
' : 1.

through in the Banteer direetion. When they h%d

passed, &ll sections were ordered to take up théir positions.
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I was one of & perty of six which took up‘&‘posiﬁion.&t

" the north side of the road about the centre of_tﬁe ambush

slite. We were all armed with rifes taken in thé train

l
ambush on February 1llth, 1921. We took up our positions

behind & sod fence about 300 yards from the roemd;.i
We were charged with the responsibility of ensuring that any
of the enemy who might take cover behind the roasdside fence
on our side of the.road.&uring”the)gcrap, would ge attacked
from the rear. When the fight began about 4 p.m. we

took & few snap shots at some of the enemy party on the,roéa,
but none of them crossed the fence at our side. | From

our position we could not see what was actually ?&ppeﬁing

on the road, but we remained in our position unt%l the

-signal to withdraw was given after close on an hour's

fighting. The party with me on the north side of the road
were: Dan Coakley, John Carey, Eugene Sulliven, Jack
Kelleher and Jack O'Keeffe. I was in charge of |this

| |
section. . After the signal to withdraw, our party moved

to the east for some distanece and then crossed th road

to the south side, mnere.we joined the other members of the
column at the rear of Rathcoole Wood. We then with&réw
to our billets in Kilcorney area, wnile‘the members‘of the

other Battalion Columns: moved Into their home areas.

There was no other worthwhile activity td the

Truce on July 1lith, 1921, Rank at the Truce - Yolunteer
member of Millstreet Battallon Column and drill instructor
Rathcoole Company. The strength of the eompany!was about

L5.

During the Truce I continued to serve in the I.R.A.
I acted as drill instructor &t & training camp iﬁ
' ‘ ' : |
Rathcoole and also for the vgrious companies thr?ughout

the baytalion, On the outbreak of the Civil War
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‘I went to Buttevant, where I joined the I.R.A. columns

which went into Limerick. I took part in all ez%1ga_gements:
against Free State forces in Limerick area and la!;.t.er moved
on to Waterford. I returned to Millstreet areaz!in

late August, 1922, and continued: to move round the area
until the cease fire in May, 1923.

Y !
Signed: A ?D&‘W

(JohnIO;Keeffe)
pate: 43 Ynrember /755

23 Ngvember1955 '

Witness: . %m&a/ 'LP. 0'Donnell)
(Investigator) ‘
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