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| Burenv o MILITARY ISTORY 1913-21
ORIGINAL | [z
-~ NENGYY .
: STATEMENT BY. JOHI\ _RONAYNE e
| -
l Ballybrack, Donersaile, County Cork.

T was: born at Greenhill Mourne Abbey, Co. Cork,
on July 27th, 1895. My parents were farmers. I was
educatrd at Burnfort National School until I reached the

age of{1lH years.. I then went to work on my parents® farm.

I joined the: Irish Volunteers on. August. Lth, 191l
at:Burﬁfort following an oréanising meet%ng outside: the
church!gate after liass. This meeting Wﬁs addressed by
Tomfs MacCurtain - at the time‘Q/C Cork Brigade Irish
Volunteers - and by Patrick:Toomey, Kilmgna. The meeting
resulted in seven recruits - the pioneers of the Volunteers
in the area. They were: Maurice Walsh] Dan Jones, Jack
O"Conngll, Denis Lenihan, John Conway , Paddy Sullivan
and John Ronayne (witness),; We: then seg about organising
in the parish of Mourne Abbéy and after some time the
strengfh of the unit reache@ about 1l. The company was
the Mourne Abbey Companyr-Bﬁrnfort and Analeentha (where the
two churches (R:C.) in|the parish were situated) being the |
main centres from which the members were hrawnq There
were no officers in. the eariy stages but gftep‘about six
'monthleiam Jones, who |had joined up in the meantime, was
electedt0/01 The officers ﬁhenvvere:

|

1

| 0/C - Liam Jones |
1st Lt.- Michael Hanlon |
ond Lt.- John Ronayne.

The coﬁpany at this time was an independent unit of.

Cork. Brigade. :
, ! ‘ o

o ,
The only type oft training cerried on was ordinary

GCLosE
elags order foot drill which was usually|carried out in the

o N
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|
|

fiqlds {

we

endeajour to orgenise

; ;Weihad.no arms

in the;diétricm,‘

went on roqte'm&fches to'surrounding

2.

Qccasionally bn Sunday evenings

districts 1in an

further units. Amongst the districts
visited: were Kiliavulleh, %eeing, Ballyglaas and lallow.

in the early stages but an arms'

fund‘wés.established and weekly collecti?ns were: taken up

from the members.

collected we bought the arms and ammunition from Joe Barrett,

gunsmith, Mallow,.

shqtguns,

to Easter, 1916.

. During the week

When the: price of a gun or two had been

A1l arms purchased in this way were

Training went oh &s usual throughout 1915 and up

prio? to Easter, 1916, the Mourne

Abb%y Company 0/C (Liam Jonés) got an order from 0/C Cork

Brigade (Tom&s MacCurtain) to parade the
after lass on Easter-Sunday,

carry any available arms an& three days*

unit at Beeing

All men on parade were %o

rations.

| .o i
About twenty members paraded. - They were drilled by an

GX@ﬁriéish soldier named Coﬁghlan who was working in the

!
‘district.

Thislhalf‘compa£y (Burnfort)

assembled after

Mas% at Burnfort Church and'then proceeded to Analeentha

Church

where they met the remainder of the company.

A1)

were armed with shotguns an? a few also had revolvers.

met units from the surrounding districts.

.! |
parade |at Beeing would

carried out manoeuvres

of Beeing for &;cpuple
_fin%shgd a mesanger-ar
betﬂeeq the offﬁcgrs.
. 4 ]

: | i
‘the ‘members being| infor

; l .|

he about 200.

on. Sheats Mountain

of hours.
rived

The

The whole company thén cycled to Beeing where we

The: number on
The: combined units
in the vicinity

When the manoeuvres had

and a discussion tock place

parade was then dismissed,

med that pending further orders
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théy were not ne§ded. " Qur, company (Mourne: Abbey) then
|

: reﬁurnfd home. |We: met eVﬁry night during Baster Week
: |

to idiscuss the happenings in Dublin, but|no further orders

were received and no action was taken. | There were no
arﬁests inthé_a?ea in connection with Easter Week, 1916.
When.the manoeuvres were beling carried out at Beeing
thére were: & number of‘Volﬁnteer officers from Cork City
pfesen?;, including Seén Sullllivan and "Pa" Toomey.

|
After BEaster Week the company continued to meet

| .
and paiade in seeret. | Drilling and organising continued

all the time. All arms. held by the: company were hidden

in 'a dump which Maurice Walsh and I bullt on my home farm,
The dump was: built of Loncrbte and lined|with timberr and

felt. ; Tt wes built into a stonefaced fence at a gap.
. i :

. The opening was facing the gap and was sealed by a concrete

companies were:

slab which was supposed to be a gate: post. The dump was

I

T feet| long, 2% feet high and 2% feet wide, In this dump
at, one| time we held 10H shotguns, Eiwés.responsible for

{ . ] .

the care and safe custody of these arms.| The guns were
I T

cleaned at least once @& week., Most of the guns had been

1

collecpe&.from-the OWNers, ﬁho surrendered them voluntarily.

Thereawas‘no appreciable change in ﬁhe strength ofi
Mourne | Abbey Company until'?onscription was threatened in
the spring of 1918, This threat led to {a big influx
of new|recruits and the membership reached about 200.

b
It was|then decided toldivide the company into two units -

|
Burnfort and Analeentha. The officers of the new
!
‘ )

i
Burnfort | | Analeentha
iivan

‘ |
0/C - Jack Sul o/C - Jegome Buckley
istLt.- John Ronayne (witness)  1lst Lt. 't recollec
2nalt;- Maurice Walsh| ' 2nd It, ) T ARt TECOLEE
| .
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When the threat of co 5cription had passed there was a small

re@uction in &tgength but it was not of lnoticeable

‘ ,

" During the spring and summer of 1918 all members

+

i

dimensions,

were éngaged in various activities in preparation for thc
anticipated fight. against. conscription. They were watching
and réporting on the'movemcnts of enemy forces, msking
buckshot” reloadlng shotgun cartridges and helping to
manufacture pikes and other weapons in,the local forges.

We also made bombs from cocoa tins filled with concrete and
scrap bcmal and charged witp a stick of gelignite.  There

was., of course, a.detonator:and fuse: also inserted.
| ! | .
T think that about t?is.time the companies in the

‘ared were organised into a battalion. llow was Battalion
H.Q. and the companies|in M&llow:Battaliﬂn were: Mallow,
Burnfort, Analeentha, roma#anc, Two-pot-house, Ballyclough,
Lombardstown, Killavullen. | The officers of the battalion
were: \ » |

1
i ' 1
l

' o/C - Liam Jones :
i Vice 0/C - Dan Hegarty (I think)
Adjt.- Paddy HcCarthy 1
UM - Jern. 'Buckley. |

i

Fn March, 1918, [I waﬁ one of a party from Burnfort
Company'which went to Waterford City on protection duty in
connection with t?e by—elecgion. The candidates were Dr,
Vincent|White (Sinn Fé&in) end Cept. Wm. Redmond (Irish
Parliam?ntary Party). Waterford City at | this time was
very much anti Sinn Féin and the Sinn Féin workers and

supporters got & very rough timc from the Redmondite section.

About six mcmbersiof the ‘Burnfort. Company went with me te
i .
Waterford, amongst them Maurice Walsh, TOA Walsh, John

Conway And Dave loylan. On|the night of the polling I




- and was treated by the

o3 a flesh|wound

recelive

|
fthB the election. was

1

| .
| When th;‘?onscr

of 191@ all Volunteers
Féin aﬁd preparing for
There was, however, no
as the|Sinn Féin candi
unopposed. L

Cork Brigade wa

Janvary, 1919, Our b

Cork'l% Brigade. The

o)

]

from

Sinn

over the Burnfort

othep battalions I

were:  Fermoy, Gdstletownroéhe, Kanturk,

Millstfeet and Newmarkt
were: i

i
e

;
; YU -

About this time

Vice

81, .

advanced. Batt@lionw
at night.

. signalling - including

Paddy Dorgan and Mick Dinan T underwent &

in signalling. The tI

0/C Analeentha Company

Training and org

CIn ?ddj

iThe officers
|

Liam Lynch
0/C - Dan Hegarty

Ad jt.- Tom Barry

teorge Power,

anoeuvres were hel
i .
Selthed men we?e trained in

semaphore and mors

Painihg officers wa

|
|

ranising went on as

' f
tion, the Volunteersiwere engaged

icollecting the first D&il Eireann loan.
) t .

‘wasvery little ioing.
i

!

!
At Easter,
| ‘

1920},

the

only evacuate

a revolver wemrd in the thigh
Féin candidate (Dr, White).

gsection returned homne.

iption scare had passed in the summér

were1busily engaged organising Sinn
the éeneral election in December.

contest in our area - North East Cork-

iate§§Tpm Hunter) was returned

div?ded into three brigades in

attalion (Mallow) became a unit of

n the brigade
Charleville,
of the brigade

trai?ing became slightly more

4 at week-ends and
scouting,and

e codes., With
course: of training

g Jerome Buckiey,

usual during 1919.
in organising and

Otherwise there

d enemy post in
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|

~accordance with the ge

‘Representatives from Burnfoft, Dromahane,

Mal;ow

0/Ci Mallow Battalion,

barracl
boxfof

|
closed

positio

-

a

B
B
| !

!
a - Blaékfock R

.I1.C.| barracks - wa

heral

;n
i
as in charge..

Companies took part this operat
was blown up by & home-made. mine
a cart wheel cerged with geligniﬁ

. t . :
at both ends by|steel plates which

I
n by a bo%t running through the ce

€.

s destroyed in

order from G.H.Q.

Ahaleentha‘and

ion. Liam Jones,,

The end wall of the

lconsisting of a

The boxX was

were: held in

ntre: of the casing..

The pléte at one;end was holed to allow the fuse, which was

inserte

nay soaked with paraffin oil were used to

‘of the

outﬁost;

summer
court.

Maurice

ass?mbl

held in the schoolhouse in the district.

4 in the detonator, To pass throug

|
barrack 'afiter the expliosion. I w
I
up civilians on th
|
ican Gourts-were es

duty - holding

When the Republ

h. Bundles of

burn what remained

as engaged on

e Quartertown road.

-

tablished in the

jof 1920 I was appointed a member of the parish

One of the otAer members was "“Pa

! >
Curtianaszclerk of [the court.
]

ts"'

Curtin.

The court was

ed &s cases fell due |{for- hearing and was usually

The types of

cases heard by the parish court included cases of agsault,

abusive

‘of smail
5enforce
.of fhe
the dis

court was

usually

1&nguage,‘bre&ches of licensing 1
1 debts,  The rderé of the court
a by the I R.Police.| As well as

Mourne Abbey parish court, I was a

t

trict coprt for [the area. Anothe

Edmond J. Cugsen, Charleville.

dealt with cases involving title

‘amount

1920.
|

d: £150.
1

Colunn was formed

of claim exceede
o

Cork 11 Pr&gade

| On its gsFablishment it was bille

aws, non payment
were: generally
being a member
lso a member of
r member of the
This court

and where the

in September,

ted during its

g
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' training period in’ the| Burnfort area at Ronayne's (my
! | o
'home) , | Greenhill, Looney"s [(Island), Dorgan's and Mahoney's
. i i
(Island), Lenipa?'& (anckbrack), Leary's and Dennehy's
' ’ - |

(Gortanelig). The column #a51in charge |of Liam Lynch.

Ernie O'Malley was Training| Officer, I \cannot remember
|

thelnaﬁes of the members of| the column who were in

training in the area for about two weeks. . The: colwmn then
mov%d off" and ;eﬁurned afteL about 8 or 10 days. On the
evehiné of the column's return to Burnfort area (8aturday)
I was sent by the 0/C with ? despatch toiOWen Harold at

_ i
Mallow. On the way the front fork of my cycle broke

i
and I was pitched on to the| road. I was found some time
later and removed to the Nurses! Home, Mallow. I had

broken!|my nose‘aéd my face was: badly torn. I had been

picked |up by a man nam d O'Keeffe who was.hostile to the
I.R.A. In my semi- consc1ous state I apparently handed
nim the despatch and h later jnformed me that he had

delivered it to its proper destination. This despatch

had apparentlylsomethlng toido with the arrangements for
‘the|raid on Mallow mil tary|barracks which took place -
.on the following:Tuesd y (28/9/1920). T was still a

patient in the Nurses' Home|when the rald took place.
When the British'troops,sacﬁed the town Jf lallow on the
night of the réi@ I was feﬁoved to Cortigan House, Mallow,
for safety. T s@éht a fortnight there under the care

"of Dr. Vaughan,be?ore being|discharged.

4 !
Puring the period up |to February, 1921, I was

engaged on the routine actiﬁities of training, scouting

and  arranging guards.for the colwmns in the area.
| _
i 1 1 t J ¢

On the e#ehing of Feiruary 1lth, 1921, I received
Y

1nstructlons from the Lompa
S | 1
' . ||

0/C (Jack Sullivan) to awrrange




: L
E |

| |
Lfor the mobili?ation of

t
)

Company at Regan s, Gregnhi

'moblll 2d the section.

~ Regans we fgunﬁisomeiTcmbers of the Batt
1

there;

Moloney, Jack Cunningham (Column ©/C), Mi

Denis:%uleahyq
were also mobilised and

and; 5 a.m. on the morn

as instructed.

the

amongst{tﬂem,wéme Joe Morgan, Jerh. Daly,

The other ?ections of Bu

camé_to Regan's.

Greenhill sec

8.

tion of Burnfort

11, at about 8 plm. I
Wh

en we arrived at
alion Column
“Congo"
ck Nagle-and l
rnfort Company

Between L a.m.

ing of February 15th, 1921, the

i ;
whole party momeq off!to the Abbey Cross on the Mallow-

Cork ro

| i
ad, whene I got

{Column 0/C) to select

to find
road. The orders I g
possible“.

possible" was O/C Brit

travel to a meeting of

were aﬁmed with shotguns and Mills bombs,

Maurice

I
Jack Fitzgerald, Mick Curtin

a position on the e%stern side of

t weﬁe “Take this

stafé officers in Cork.

and myself.

orders from Jack Cunningbam

seven men from Burnfort Company and
I the Mallow-Cork
guy alive if

The individual |to be captured *alive if

ish forces at Buttevant who was to

My party

end included
Walsh, Jim Sullivan4 Paddy Sullivan, Denis Lenihen,

T also carried a

145 Colt revolver. . .
o i

. E ‘
‘ ; T moved With my

along the main road and

parvy

in & northerly direction

selected a position on rising ground

about 300 yards from the cross and east of the road,

My party took up a position

from the road. The re

{
except
scouts,

side of|the Mallow-Cork
i 1 i

Vhen we

LoonFy moving in the field t

1 I

1 i@structed pi? to taFe‘up

. g i i
He was not armed.| |
| ,

fo: the ?cﬁ delegated

took upip?sit;un§:wi

had been %n poslition

behind a bank

about 30 yards

ainder of the Burnfort Company,

road,

-

to block the

th the column

0o the rear of

roazd and a few

on the western

It was now about 6 a.m.

about an hour I noticed Tadhg

our position.

p position with our section.




| ! .
| ., . 9-
| | |

! \! 1 I l;

| o+ l i

i Sometim? after 10 a.m. I noticed that one of the
; bt o .

. scouts| - Mick Dinan 1Nh0 was -in position on Barrett's

Cas@le on the western lee of the road, was sending &

sighal-by morse., I r ad the signal as follows: "Enemy
i

1

. o .
approaching in large numbers".  There was nothing to
indicate from Whﬁt di£ ction or how transported. I left

. | i . .
my position to investigate d found that our party was

surrounded by szferal'$&rties;of British military to the

] |

south east, I %mmed;&tﬁly decided to evacuate the
position and to wﬁthdrlw in|a north easterly direction

towards Knockaroura. ; Thiéalineﬂof retreat involved

crossing the CorkLMali w railway line by Connell's Bridge,
(I |

which Was about 500 yards north of Sheehah's Bridge - on

the same line - on which onﬁ of the Britlsh parties was
posted. Having crossed the railway line| we: had fairly
gooé cover for a aistance:oﬂ about 600 yards while moving
norﬁh. We rested.at'this étage and decided to dump our

arms and ammunipién. | We. hid the guns in|the fences under

cover of which we had been retreating. Due to the
&cmivities:of an encﬁy party, operating directly.to the north
on éur line of ;etreat, we were forced %to|change the line

of our withdrawal and move eastward. When we began to

mové on| our new‘line we| werre| seen by the enemy party which
forced the changeiand they opened fire onjus. Two brothers
kCreFdonM who w?r% working in a field nearby began to run
when the firing sterted|and one of them was shot. We now

found that we were between tWo enemy parties - one to the

north and the otner to the south. The party to the north

was Lbout 30 ya%ds from|us and the other section.was about

500 yards away. e were under intermittﬁnt fire from the

latter party for a congidera.le time befoﬁe we succeeded in

gettingioutsideJt4e en¢1rcling ring. This: fire prevented
5 ' (I e

i .




; |
|

. |
the party to tge
| i

|
|

north
]

in, andﬁmeanti@

o)

]moang

in hn easterly directl

yards when'we3found cover in a “cummer™ -

along which we moved
|

we held a conference a)
| :

Maurice Walsh I.ﬁent t

y.-

(who

were much c¢lo

lOI

ser to us) from

we: were making the best of our way

for about lOO yards.

qd decided to dispe

We continued on for about 500

a dry river bedyi
At this stage

rse. . With

swards Knockbrack (north), while

| i
the others movedlin;the diriction of Fiddane (north east).

With my companion (Mauriceaﬁalsh} I reached my home about

1 p.m.

dinner

i

Later in the

* ' oy L3
to ascertain who Wwas missin
] f 1]

|

!
if any.

casnalties,

Ve then’washed,

We; le

C

nged our clot

hes and had our

évening we moved round the district

and to estab

lish the I.R.A.

rned that a number of I.R.A.

men were missing land in order to satisfy the anxiety of the

relétives:l went to
the‘caSualties. |

Flynn and Ned. Creedon.
.Two.men who had ﬂeen c
ROnayng) were ﬁrﬂed by

|
andlwere executed.

Sometime early

MiLK Looney died

ptured (Thomas Mul

drumhead courtmart

in Merch, 1921, the

'local companles - Analeentha and Bﬁrnforp

: . L
members of the B&ttalic
: |

v1cin1ty of Mourne Abbe

although they remained
there was no appearancs
'period to the ﬁruLe on
members of the koppany

' ) . |-
on blocging roads% dema

lines of commuﬂic?tion.

' |

!full—tﬁme on I.R.A. act
| A
| o

July

were

‘erailway station

ih position throug

 of the enemy.

lishi
Dy

I

l1low barracks next morning to identify
The men killed were Paddy Dorgen, Paddy

of’ wounds,
cahy and Paddy

ial for levying war

members of the

- with some

n Column took up posditions in the

st dusk, but
hout the night

n the intervening

1lth, 1921, a

engaged pract

iring this per

ivities.

it

11 availeble

ically every night

ng bridges and cutting enemy

iod I was engaged’




11.

Rank at the Truce -|lst Lieutenant, Burnfort

Co?pany, Mallow Batt&lion, Cork 1V Brigade. The strength

of the company was about 70.

3 After the! Truce I spent about & fortnight in a
Baﬁtaﬂion Training Camp at [Ballyclough. The Camp O/C was

Jack éunningham.{ At !this |camp there was a strong
repres%nﬁation~ffom thes offilcers of all companies in the
'training covered the care and use of arms,
field exercises,lthe'jse,oq cover, scout}ng and the

pattalion. The

sedlection of ambush positi&ns. Follow;%g the termination
of 'this camp I returned home:, where I’re&ained.until the
Mallow military barracks was taken over from the British
In:January; 1922% T took up duty in Mallow in connection
with t?e strike ;t Malilow m?lls which was taken over by

the wo?kersa .I served in yallow until the outbreak of the

Civil War, when I returned home.

|

l . ,
(Jonn Ronayne)

Date: 2}’*" f" J:f"

27.9.55

@mnwd& (P. 0'Donne11)

] ) |
{ﬁnfestigator)

*r

Witness

g
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