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STATEMENT BY MRS. M. BRADY,

High Street, Ballinamore, Co. Leitrim,

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 19:13-21‘
BURO STMIRE MILE'TA 1913-21

No. W.S.. 120 7

I was born and lived at Drumnamore, Co. Leitrim.

My maiden name was Margaret Sweeney beforel became lirs.

Brady. Some time about August, 1918, Paul Galligan from

Cavan, who had taken part in the 1916 Rebellioniin

Wexford, came to the area and organised a branch of

Cumann na mBan in Cloone.

I joined this Brancﬁ, as also

did my siSDer Bridget, who is now Mrs. Doherty!of Cloone.

Mrs. Keegan, who was then unmarrled and whose maiden name

was Anne Mitchell, was our.first President. Tne Cumann

!

na mBan were not organised on a military basis like the

ﬁolunteers but just had branches in the differeﬁt areas.

There was no internal organisation inside the branch

except for the appointﬁeht of President, Secretary,

Treasurer and suchlike.

sister was Treasurer.

Kate Healy was Secretary, and my
|

t
We had about twenty members in our Branch including

Kate and Alice Keegan, Bridget Lyons, Kate O'Neill Kate

Lyons, Mary Anne Donoghue, Margaret Rellly, hathleen

Reldy, Kate McGovern Margaret Sweeney, Kate Donnelly,

Kate Doharty, Ellzabeth Doyle and Rosannsa Donnelly.

There were others also whom I have forgotten at.the moment.

The organisation spread rapidly througho$t South

Leitrim, and soon there were branches organised in such

places as Aghvas, Coonageela, Barnacoole; Drumreilly,

Mohill, Eslin, Drumsna, Gowel, Annaduff, Carrick-on-

) -
Shannon, Ballinamore, Aughnasheelin, Corlahen, Drumshambo,

Gorvagh and other places.



We paid a éubscription of one shilling o# joining
and thereafter, I think, threepence per week. éThis meney
went towards a fund for the purchase of materiais to make
first-aid dressings, to buy wreaths fo place onithe graves
of Volunteers or any of our own members who dieé o1 were
killed. We also bought méterial to make flagsfand food

provisions for Volunteers when they would be on: some

special duty. ‘
"
‘

Our Branch had been organised for some tfme prior
to the 1918 general election, and we made a 1ar%e amount
of emblems and flags and such things for fhis éampaign.

On the day of the voting we took over a vacant House in
the town of Cloone where we cooked and supplied%meals to
the Volunteers on duty that day. Meals consisged
generally of cooked ham and tea. We also provided packed
meals for some of the Voluntéers,who had to go Qn duty to
outlying voﬁiné stations, to take with them, an@ for the
Volunteers who went as guards when the ballot béxes were
taken to Carrick-on-Shannon. We enjoyed ourseives very
much that day, personating voters. 'We voted f@r dead and
absentee voters and also for people whom we Kneﬁ would be
hostile to Sinn Féin. [ |

Thefe were three funergls of Volunteers l@cally,
and the Cumann na mBan members attended them andéprovided'
wreaths for the gréves. We had parades or meet?ngs of our
Branch on the first and third Sundays of each mobth. - Ve
did driil movements at the instruction of some of the
Volunteers; and Dr. Muldoon gave us lectures on ?irst-aid
work. | E

[
A boycott of the R.I.C. was now started by the

Volunteers in an effort to compel.the men of this force
. \

|
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to resign, and the Cumann ma wBan members were éctive in
having it enforced. We vigsited shops which suﬁplied the
R.I.C. with provisions, and instructed the shOpﬁeepefs
that the& were noé to supply the R.I.C. with any goods.
We kept a watch on such shops to see that this instruction
was carried out. Generally, our instructions #o the
shopkeepers were carried out by them, and the R}I.C._were
compelled to commandeer the goods Lhey fequiredfwhich,
of course, at. this time they.paid for, Later én, when
the Tans came, they often took the goods withou# payment.
We also persuaded the people not to associate with them
and, in this waj, made outcasts of them in soci?ty. bnly
a few of the police, however, resigned as a resﬁlt of all

this. :

A boycott of Belfast and Northern Irelan@ gopds
was also instituted at this time as g retaliati&n for the
pogrom carried out by the Unionists and Orangeménnin the
North against tﬁe Catholic residents there. Aﬁ this time

LETR /M.
Belfast supplied most of the goods coming to Bebdiin County.

*
The Volunteers raided trains, shops, vans and s¢ forth,

and seized and destroyed all goods supplied by éertain
"biack-listéd" Northern firms. As well as goiﬁg to the
various shops-and warning the owners not to sto¢k Belfast
goods supplied by the black-listed firms, the girls of
Cumann na mﬁan did a big amount of intelligenceiwork in
this respect and were able to keep wateh on all;good;

coming into the area. . S

3

By this time, a Brigade organisation had;been
started for thé Cumann na mBan in South Leitrimﬂ and a
Brigade Headqguarters was established. My‘sistgr Wwas
appointe@ Brigade President, aﬁd Kate Healy wasiappointed

Brigade Secretary. No Treasurer was appointedfas the



Brigade did not handle any funds, each'Branch retaining

and nandling its own funds. |

- |
Meetings of the Brigade were usually hel?-at

. ' N
Gorva at which the Brigade President and Secretary

attended as well as one or two delegates from each Branch
|

of the Cumann in the Brigade area. At these méetings,
advanced drill instructions were given and the gelegates'

duty was to ilmpart what they had learned to their
|

Inembers. All Branches were given instruction in first-
|

aid, and the provision of first-aid dressings, and were
given manuvals on first-aid. Each Branch was required

to provide and maintain a supply of first-aid d}essings

|
at all times. To auvgment our small funds, we organised

and ran dances. We assisted in collecting foriVolunteer

funds also and for the White Cross Society.

: l
When the Column was started, we provided clean

shirts for the men and knitted socks for them. | We also

organised billets for the Column and cooked meals for
_ i

them. We held dances to entertain the Columh.i These

were usually held in a field well away from the roads,

|
and some of our members kept watch while the da@ce was in

progress, to prevent surprise by the enemy forces.  There
was always a big crowd at those dances, and our :attempts

were much appreciated by the Brigade Staff and the men of

the Column.

. The enemy at this time were very actiﬁe, ?aidihg
houses and staging hold-ups every day. One of %he first
of our members to come under their attention was Kate
Healy. She was arrested and interned until after the

Truce, being released in August, 1921. They foﬁnd some

documents or records of the organisation in her house.
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A few days later, the enemy raided our hbuse énﬁ made a
thorough search of the placé. They had with t#em two
female seérchers, one of whom I believe was a man dressed
as a woman. During the search of our house, tbey stole
some articles, including a watch belonging to m§ brother.
They found nothing in the house that could be uLed against
us, although if they had been a little earlier, there
would have been despatches there,.but my sisteréhad just
delivered them to the-Brigade 0/C, Sedn Mitcheli. There

was also an amount of documents and other stuff concealed
|
in a place at the back of the house, but they failed to

find them.

On another occasion in 1920, members of ﬁhe Brigade
Staff were in our house and were counting money?that'had
been ccilected to buy arms and-ammunition. T @as left
outside the house to do scout. I saw the miliﬁary and
police coming and gave the alsarm. I concealed%the money
iﬂ my clothes and returned to the‘frontldoor. !They
inguired for my brother and then proceeded to s%arch the
house but, by this time, the boys had made goodgtheir
escape by the back window. Bernarq Sweeney of Ballinamore

, L

|

was one of the men in the house. |
P

Sedn Connolly came to South Leitrim in Fébruary,
' i
1921. He came to our house on his arrival and had a

I
- meal there, My brother-in-law, Doherty from Cloone, was

1

with him. He arrived back a few nights afterwards along-
with Sedn Mitchell, the Brigade 0/C. This was before the
ambush at Sheemore. - They collected a supply of bandages

t
and first-aid material which we had concealed in the house.
|
- |
Some material for the boys was being moved from

Longford to our area, and it came in a pony and trap.
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Kate Keegan and another girl had.driven the pon? and trap
to Greagh crossroads. My sister, Bridget, and;I met it
there and took iﬁ over; We brought it to our house
where Connolly and the Brigade officers took charge of it.

The trap had rifles, land mines and bombs in ité

|
b

In the same month - February, 1920 - a Bfigade

* Council meeting was held in our house at which $eén
Coﬁnolly'was presiding, and again I was on scou# duty,
protecting the meeting. Sedn Mitchell, Joe By%ne, 5.
Wrynne, J.J. McGarry were amongst the officers %ho were

at this meeting.
i

Some of the men in the Column were suffe%ing from
itch - geperally referred to as Republican iteh; but
which was really scabieé. Irwent to Dr. Muldoén on
several occasions for ointment which I applied énd
bandaged their hands for them. I also looked gfter the
people in the houses in which they had slept. iAfew of the
people had become infected also from using the same
bedclothes. On oneloccasion I accompanied J.Jﬁ KHeGarry,
the Battalion 0/C, to the place where the Vice érigade
0/C, Sedn Wrynne, lived with a consignment of révolvers

1

and ampunition. I acted as scout en route.

In November, 1920, I went with a despatcﬂ'to
Michael Brady, 0@paey O4hedim, . While in
his house that night} the military arrived and ﬁired,shots
into the house first, and then banged on the door to be
opened. I opened the door and they searched tﬁe house.
The two Brady boys, Michael and Owen, had éot od:hy tﬁe
back door and escaped. A second raid took place in
Eebrﬁary, i921. I was in the house. The military and

police searched the house and threatened to arrest me if



gL :
I aid not tell where the two boys.were. I ref#sed to
tell, The boys! mother was also tnreatened. iEverything
that they could possibly break, they did so. ?here was a.
wedding in a house nearby where I knew some of ﬁhe bo&g of
the Column would be, as they had been invited. i I left
Brady's when the military had just gone, and we%t ACI'OSS
fields in the darkness. The military during this time
were firing shots and throwing up Verey lightsL? - I went
with all spged.across the field and got to the House in

|
time to warn them, and they all made good theiriescape.

On the eve:of the ambush at Gorwagh we prévided food
and shelter for a number of the Brigade and Column officers,
including Sedn Connclly. We had prepared mateﬁial and
were ready to establish a first-aid station at dorvagh
where the Column had planned to carry out an amﬁush, but
the death of Connolly and his comrades put an eéd to that
project. While they.were in our house, I was Jn scout
or picket duty all night and did not go to bed.! They
left at daybreak for Gorvagh. {

‘ 1

We got plenty of duty to do carrying desp?tches
and were often engaged on this task both night and day,
and in keeping communication with the Column. ﬁhe Column
usual;y hid out in the mountain region, or footh&lls, when
not engaged in activities against the English fo%ces;
Straw, Longford, Drumredlly’ and Kinkeen were fa%ourite
places for the Column to billet in. By reason Fhat we
were girls,‘welcould often get through the cordons while

the enemy were carrying out round-ups, where a mpn or boy

could not, and it was easier for us to fool themi In this v

way, we were often able to get through to the Column and

the Volunteers, and tell them the enemy were coming, so
) !

. |
that they could hide and aveid being caught by surprise. -
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It was very seldom that the enemy had lady searbhens with

them, and then only in very limited numbers.

When the Volunteers were preparing ambus? positions,
such as, placing mines in the road or‘blocking.foads by
felling trees across or cuttiné trenéhes througﬁ the road
surface, the girls of the Cumann na mBan pe:formed the

duties of scouting the roads well in advance oféthe points
at which the Volunteers had prdtection parties.; .In this
way, we were able to give Warnihg of the approa?h of
enemy forces. In one or two instances where the girls
were not oﬁ such duty,‘the Volunteers were surpéised at
their work. We kept watch on the enemy posts énd
ocbserved their movements. 'When.there was unusﬁal
activity,.it was appnarent that.a raid or round-ﬁp was
being contemplated, and we sent out warnings, aé far as

possible, to the Volunteers to be on the alert.:

Although there were approxiﬁately four hundred
girls in the organisation in South Leitrim and many of
their houses were searched py the enemy, the only one that
they ever arrested was Kate Healy. The girls;weré ﬁery
keen on their work and got a good deal of enjoyﬁent in
eluding and foiling the enemy forces. . Often t@ey took
revolvers and other arms from Volunteers during an
encirclement round-up by the enemy and took theﬁ through
‘thg cordons to safetly. Likewise, they regulariy carried
despatches through the enemy lihes.' On one oc@asion in
1921, I conveyed a dump of arms and ammunition<from
Shranadanagh to Crimlin, Ballinamore, without miéhap._
This would have been a very risky undertaking fo} men to
perform, but the charnces of a girl getting through would
be at least one hundred to one, as odds. When ?addy

Morrissey came down to South Leitrim after Connoily's
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!
death, I carried. revolvers and ammunition for him from

Fenagh to my home. E

When Paddy Horrissey came to the area asla G.H.Q.
organiser, he inspected all the Branches of Cuménn na mBan
in the area and expressed his satisfaction wichour
organisation. The Brigade Staff were holding a meeting
in our house in 1921. ‘I was again on scout duéykand 1
was able to give the Staff early warning of theé&pproach
of a cyeling party of R.I.C. and Black and Tansi They
were thus able to get out of the house by the b;ck. My
sister, Bridget, took possession of all the docu@emts

* belonging to the officers and hid them. We reghlarly did
scout'duty'for the Column when they were moving From one

area to another.

Ld
'
|

When the Truce came, we intensified our work in the
preparation of first-aid material and alsb regaraing our
funds, and had thelwar sﬁarted again, we would have been
in a very good position to re-start our activitiés.‘

!
:

deseery
SIGI\TED:;_//Q#?Q Ay Baviperey fiaelp .

(Margaret Sweeney Bragg) 5

patE: A A Eevtn - / P55

3

o Netober 1955.

1

BUREAU.OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21 |
L BURO STMME MILEATA 191321 |

o WS 126 "}

A / |
4

1 7 !
(Matthew B pfi Comd't.

WITNESS ;/




