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Bernard Sweeney,
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ldentity.

Q.M. Second Battalion
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Raid for arms
near Ballinamore, Co. Leit‘rim,
April 1919,
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SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT BY Mr, BERNARD SWEENEY,

- High Street, Eallinamore, County Leitrim,

- —————
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In my orlg:mal statement I forgot to mention about the arrest

of four of our men and the events that followed their arre§t. This
incident took p]__a.ca in early 1919 duripg_the general raid :]for arms
carried out by the I.R.A. at that time. Although the mat:ter is not.
one of primary impoz__-t;ance I would like to have it includedi in my
stgtement in order to prove that the Volunteers or i.R.A. 'Lrere a well
organised body of men in Sou'thrLeitrim at that period, and were

capable of concentrated action.

During the general raid for arms in April, 1919, four of our

men went to raid the house of a Protestant resident not far outside
Ba.}.lﬂ;xarnore on the Mohill Road who had a good shotgun. They were
me?. at the house by the owner, Mr, Johnston of -Adeeren. |They told
‘ Mr. Johnston_the -object of their visit and he infor;med thelm that he
had not the gun in the house at the time and suggested to !them that
they should call back in an hour when he would have the vrele:.pon for
them. They agreed to this and departed. They returned in an hour
but now i"ound four R.1.C., awaiting them who were concealed in an
outhouse, O men were placed under 'a.r_-rest and taken to !the R.I.C.
|

barracks in Ballinamore. Fortunately they were carrying no arms of
) |
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They were kept in Ballinamore Barracks for about twenty-four

any kind or documents when arrested.

hours and the police then tock them to the railway station with the
intention of taking them to Sligo gaol. Rail was the normal means

of travelldng for the R.I.C. at this time. - When the prisoners were




1
put on the train the driver,- John Caffney, refused to move the

train while the policg and prisoners were on it. The police

were obliged to take their prisoners back to the ba.rrlacks.

We estimated that they would now try to move theh by road

and we mobilised all available men of the 2nd Battalion that |
night and bdlocked all the roads leading into the tuuniby felling
trees and building loose stone walls and so forth acrfss.them.
The rollowiné day the Police tried to move their prisénera by
road but could not get through our road blocks and had again to

take the prisoners back to barracks. }

The following day the police assisted by mntai-y working
from the outside of the ring of blocks. cleared the roa!d and took
the prisoners to Sligo gacl, They were interned unt%i'after the
Treaty was signed. (Gaffney, the train driver, was also arrested
shortly gfter the incident at the railway.station and:was also
interned. No shooting that I am aware of toﬁk placeiat any time
during thé_course of these 1nci§ents. iNo action waJ taken

against Mr, Johnston. We had not got 'tough! at that time,
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Signed: |
(B. Sweeney) /
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6th Oect, 1955;

(Matthew .




