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!l‘\.’- WY ende, IAM ' u
STATENSNT BY UR. THOLAS HUSGEY,

3 FacHale Terrace, Tuam, Co. Galway.

I was born in July, 1902, at Belclare, Tuami I
attended Belclare national school until I reached the age
of fifteen yesars. From the age of twelve and while
st11l atterding school, 1 did odd Jobs for Er. Frank
Canavan of ﬁalclare. Lr. Canévan twvas a farmer, publican
and local péstmaster. 1 continued to work for dr.

Cansvan aftor leaving school.

; joined SBylane couwpany of the Irish Volunteers in
the year 1917. Sylane is a towniand in the parish of
Belclare. Usually, at the time, Volunteer companies at
their formation were named after the parish. This
practice was pnot acherad to in the case of Sylane
company. I think that was because it was organiséd by
liichael Vialsh from Sylane who ealled it after his own

‘townland instead of after the parish of Belclare. I¢

has ever since been known as Sylane company. Uichaal
7alsh was prominent in the Volunteor movement. At the
time he organised Sylane company (1917), he was a student
at University Cnllege, Galway, and I think he held a high

rank in the Volunteers in Co. Galway.

The strength of t @ company in 1917 was about ten
men. The greatest strength at any time was about eighty.
That would have becn about the emd of 1920.  The company
captain in 1917 was Bernard Relly (since deceased).

I'artin Bane, now a priest in U.S5.A., was lst Lieutenant,
and Patfick Conway was 2nd Licutenant. Patrick Conway

aftervards hecame Juartermastey, dorth Galway Brigade.



He 15 now In U.S5.4. Parades of the company were held
onee a.waek in the eveninz time after work. Foot drili

was taught and sopoe arms drill with imitatlon guns.

1 remember that there was a Sinn Féin club in
Aelclare parish in 1917. It ha. been organised by John
Costello anu hig bdbrother, Thomas, of Lillower and dartin
Craven of Ballintleva. These men had been associated
with Sinn ¥déin and other nationl organisations, including,
I think, the I.R.B., for many years prior to 1917. I
became a member of the Simm Fdin club in 1917. Tha
membership number at that time was round and about forty.
Later on, the¢ number ros¢ to about a hundred. I would
say that somo of the members joined thec club in the hope
of obtaining land. There was then a blg estate
(Castlechackett) in Helclare parish. It belonged to an
 absentee landlord named Colonol Dernard who, as far as I
can remeniaer, was at thet time Goﬁornor of Bermuda.

Many people hoped that Castlehackett estate woulld bLe
divided amongst the local smallholders. The division
did, in fact, .eventually iake place. About the year
1920, the estate was taken over by the Volunteers and sebt
to local farmers for grazing. The proceads went to

Sinn Fdin and Volunteer funds.

There is little to.record of the years 1917 and 1918.
As & meaber of the Sinn Féin club, 1 tnok an interest in
the bya-elections in Co. Clare and other places. I took
an active interest in the gencral 2lection of 1918. Our
constitueney vas Horth Galway. The Sinn Fdin candidate .
was Dr. Brian Cusack who was then a prisoner by the British.
I cannot remember now he came to be selected for Horth
Galway. The Parliamcntary Party candidate was uLr.

Thomas Sloyan, a Tuam dbu:iness man. 1 took part in a



canvass of the parish of Belclare on behalf of Dr. Cusack
and helped on polling day to get our supporters to the

polling booths. The result was in favour of Pr. Cusack.

1 remember marching from Belclare to anti-
conscription meetings in Tuam and signing the anti-

conseription pledge outside the parish church at Belclare.

About Noveaber, 1918, soue tenants and workmen of
Colonel Bernard spent two days drawing turf and timber to
the top of Castlehackett Hill. This activity came to
the notice of the Voluntesers and, on irnquiring into the
matter, we learned that the intention was to lignt a
bonfire in celebration of the Armistice following the
Great Yar. Ve also learned the date and tice of day
the fire was to be lighted and decided to prevent 1it.
Lieutenants Bone and Conway, Volunteer John (Dick)
Comuway, afterwards Lieutenant, a few other Volunteers and
1 ar;ived at the top of the hill, armed with shotguns,
just after the fire had been lighted. Therec were about
thirty of Colonel dernard's tenants and workoen present
as well as two members of the R.I.C. from Castlehackett

R.I.C. barrack - Sargeant Higgins and a constable.

As far as I can now remember, Lieutenant Bane
acted as spokesman for our pérty on the cccaslion. He
inquired the purpose of the fire and, on being told it
was in connection with the Oreat ﬁar._he said that lreland
was not involved, that she was being held down by the
“champion of small nationa® and that, when Ireland would
win her freedom, the Volunteers would look after the
question of appropriate celebrations, including bonfires,
1f necessary. Our party then fired a few shots in the

air from the two shotguns we had with us. The R.1.C.



and the rest of the people who were with them when we
arrived ran avay as fast as they were able. ' We scattered
the fire and extinguished it. To pur great surprise..
none of us . es.arreated after this incident. Sergeant

Higegins and the constable knew us all very well.

Speaking of bonfires, 1 remembar that, shortly
after this, we 1lit many bonfires Lo celebrate Dr. Brian
Cusack's victory in the general election of 1318. The

whole countryside was ablage with bonfires.

Puring the year 1919, weeirly parades of the coumpany
were held regularly. At each parade, each Volunteer paid
the sum of threepence towards the cost of aras and
equipment. The strength of the company was about fifteen.
The men wore -all speclally selected whiéh accounted for
the low number. 3e had only two shotguns which were the
private property of two Volunteers. About the month of
October, we carried out raids for arms in our company
area. As a result, our stock of arms increased to about
eighteen or twenty shotguns, in good condition. Our

‘atock of cartridges was good.

The guns were handed over willingly to us except
at Colonel Bernard's place at Castlehackett and at
Duffy's of Kilbannon. At Colonel Pernard's, the steward
and gardener refused us admission and we had to force a
- door to gain admittance. - They putzup no further
resistaﬁce, and we got two double and one single
barrelled shotguns and a duck gun which was of no
practical value, as we got no smnaunition to suit 1it. At
Xilbannon we zet with stiff resistance at the home of
the Duffy family. Two of Mr. Duffy's gons were then in
the R.X.C. and two other sons were gt home. When we



knocked at the door, the Duffy family began 1mmediateiy to
. barricade doors and windows. Ve could see them from
outside, makin: use of furniture an¢ beds and bedclothes.
Te fired a few shots in the air and withdrew. While we
were outside buffy's house, a neighbour of'Duffy's went on
horseback to Tuam, about one and a half miles away, and
there informed the R.I.C. of what was happening. e did
not- know that he had gone, and we had only just left the
place when six R.I.C. arrived. One of the Luffy boys
paraded the next day aleng the main road,with a shotgun on
his shoulder, to show the defiance of thé family, no doubt.
Imzediately after this, the R.I.C. took up any guns fnat

had not besn collected by the Volunteers.

Ve had more guns that Volunteers in the company for
'a while. ’’e continued recruiting with discretion, taking
‘ohly men who, in our opinion, were thoroughly genuine and
absoclutely reliable. Ue had no rifle and no instruction
in the use of the rifle. All the members of the company
were &killed in the use of the shotgun. The popition at
the and of 1919 was that we had a compuany of about twenty men,

‘armed with twenty shotguns, with a good supply of cartridges.

Ay this time, an engineering scction was organised

by Lieutenant i. Bane, as far as I can remember. 1
assisted him in the making of hand grenades. Ve collected
drain pipes, three or four inches in dlameter, and :cut
them into nine-incihh lengths. Ve made tuwo caps for each
length out of old shovels. The caps viero attached by
belts, threaded at both ends, running through the centre
of the cylinders, and fastened by nuts. Ploces of rubber
or leather were put unlerneath the caps to make them fit
jtightly. The cylinders were filled with pisces of scrap
1r61r and gelignite, and fitted with fuses. 1 remember

-that some of the fuse lengths were longer than others.



There was no handle for throwing the grenades which were to
be caught by the centre and' thrown that way. I received
ny 1nst;uotion in the making of these hand grena.ies from
Hichael Joseph Ryan of.Barnaderg company who, later on,
became Brigade Engineer, North Galway Brigade. Lieutenant
Bane and I made about fifteen of these_grenades in my house
at Belelare. We had a good supply of tools, including

hack-saws, spaoners, bolts and nuts.

The hand grenades were first tried out in the
attack on Castlehackett R.I1I.C. barrack in the first week of
Jamwry, 1920, The attack cama about in this way. tihen
Hichael Halsh, who had organised our company in 1917 and
who was still at this time attending U.C.G., came home to
Sylane for holidays at Christmas, 1919, he was mest anxious
to carry out an attack on the loeal R.I.C. ) I think his
main object was the procuring of arms ard ammunition. As
I have already stated, my employer, MHr. Canavan of Belclare,
was a publican and local postmastaer. Part of m& duties at
Canavan's was the delivery of telegrams. I often
delivered telegrams at the Castlehackett R.I.C. barracxk,
ane Irish‘m;le away from Belelare. The R.1.C. at
Castlehackett got their groceries at Canavan's and I
dclivered then. I knew the lay-out of the barrack very

well on this account.

I suggested to MNichael Walsh that it would be
bossihle for two or threec men to go with me into the
barrack and capture it at Christmas, 1T knew that thé
ghrrison congisted of Sergeant Higgins and five constables,
and that onc of the constables was going on leave for
Christmas. Two other constables, I knew from experience,

would come to Canavan's for refreshments on Christmas Rve
and my plan was to walk boldly inte the barracii and take the



renaining three unawares. ILichael ¥alsh agreed with me
but he insisted om having some Volunteers raady to hand
outside, in case our plan miscarried. The guestion of
rovolvers wvas taen discussed, and we decided te borrow from
Barnaderyg company. They refused to lsni us any revolvers
unless we agreed to lot them in on the job.  Before
agreemont between the companies was reached, Christaas EBve
passed and, with 1it, the.opportunity of taking the barrack
as first planned.

A joint attack by thse two companies (Sylane and
Barnaderg) was then arranged. The principal officers
concerned in the arrangement were Michael lialsh who was, I
think, at that-time a brizade staff orficer.‘and !ichael
lloran, 0/C, Tuwam Battalion. A great deal of responsibility
in the matter of working out details was left in the hands
of the Sylane éompany officers. The attack was carried
out by about twenty-five men, dlvided into four parties or
sections; vis., a8 party of four men at ﬁhe rear of the
‘parrack to cover off the back entrance, an engineering party
of thres men to lay and explode n mine at the gable facing
tovards Tuam, a party of féur men inside the fence quite
close to the gable to protect the engineering party, and
the main party consisting of about fourteen men in position
along the wall of the main Tuam-ileadford road at & range of

fifteen to twenty yaris.

The main party was armed with shotguns and the home-
. made hand grenades. The party to the rear of the bullding
was also armed with shotguns but no hand grenades, as far
"as 1 can now remenber. The sectionréf rour,.protecting‘
the englneering party, was armed with three shotguns and
cne rifle. It was hoped that the engineers would succeed

_1n blowing a hole in the anle. big énough to admit dne



man at a time into the bullding. The party protecting
the engineers at the gable were speclally chosen, as they
vere to enter the vreach. 1 volunteerad and was accepted
for this party. 1 kxnéw the lay-out of the building,
inzide and outside. The three others in this geclion
were Michasl Walsh, armed with rifle and hand grenades,
Captain Bernard Relly, armed with ahoﬁgun. and Voluntser
John Rellly, armed with shotgun. I was armed -with
shotgun and two hand grenades.

1 showed the three small sections into their
positions. The main party was tho last torget into
position. All got into position without being.ocbserved
by the garrisoh. The .roads betwaen Belclare and the
barracks were well scouted before positions were taken up.
As Sylang company area did not extend past the dbarrack on
tha Baadf%rd side, the road on thai-side was scoutced only

a ghort distance.

Shortly after the engineering section got into
position, they set to work with a heavf hamzer, an iron
bar and & pick-axe to loosen stonss at the foot of the
gable to make a hole for the charge of gelignite. I and
the others protecting them watched them at work. 1
remember them well. -They were Ulichael Joseph Ryan of
Barnaderg company, in charge of the seetion, Lieutenant
" Patrick Conway of Sylane company and Voluntser tilchael
iggins of Sylcne company. Lichael Joseph Ryan afterwards
becamre Brigade Engineef. and Lieutensnt Conway, Brigade
Qua?termaster, North Galway Brigade. Very soon after they
. had comaenced their work, the garrison must have heard them
for Sergeant Higgrlns camc Lo the gable window and drsw back
the shutter. The moment he appeared, I fired with both

barrels at him. I scw him fall backwards and hesard him



g8y, "Oh, my Goat!", as he fell.

Thé engineering section continmued to work away for
about an-hour after this, removing stones to make room for
the charge of gelignite. They laid the charge, lit the
fuse and took cover at the rear of the building. Iand
thae remalnderrof my section took cover with them. The
charge exploded ani we returned to our original positions.
It oas foﬁnd that the explosion had ciacked the gable but
had not made a breach as was expected. I cannot say in
what respect it failed, as I wag never conversant with the
use of explosives. The main party opered fire the moment
the explogsion occurreadl. They alscrthrew hand grenades at
the front door. At least three or four of them exploded
but they failed to burst open the door. They cracked but
did not break it open. The engineering section threw three
hand grensdes through tha gable window where the Sergeant had

fallen. As far as I remember, only one of them exploded.

Firing continued for two furtaer hours at least. It
was then noticed that we were being att-acked from the rear
of the barrack. It took some time to realise fully vhat
was happening. It was certain the fire was not coming from
inside the building. It was felt-that the attaclk on us
from the rear of the building was serious when the coping
stones of the wall beside some of our main party were
splintered by bullets. Comizandant tichael Uoran and lichael
Yalsh then had a consvltation, after which we got the order
to withdraw. The Volunteers suffered no casualties in the
attack, of which Michael ~alsh was in cherge. There were
no roai blocks made in connection with this attack but

telegraph and telephone wires were cut.

Kext day, I went to work as usuwal st Canavan's. At



about 10.30 a.m. I was told to deliver a telegram addressed
to Sergeant Higprins at Castlehackett R.I.C. barrack. vihen
I was within a quarter of a mile of the barrack, on my way
ﬁo deliver the telegram, I met a party of about ten British
military. They stopped me. I showed thcin the telegram and
they allowed me to pass. Uhen 1 reached Castlehaclhett,
there was a large force of R.I.C. and British military at
the barrack. They stoppad me but, on learning my business,
they allovwed me to pass in. 1 entered the barrack and
handed the telegram to Constablo Lieaney. He told me of

the attaci and showed ize the gable that had been damaged by
the mine. Tuere was a crack iun 1t, extending from the
ground tc the chimney. Constable Keaney showed me one of
our own unexploded hand grenades, deep down in a bucket of
water for safety. lie told me that the Sergeant was bauly
wounded’ in the head ani that he was just then being attended
by doectors from Calway.

The second day following the attack, we learned
about the fire on our positions from the rear of the
barrack. Ue heard that a party of four R.I.C. was
travelling in a van from Headford to Tuam the evaning‘
before the attack, Their van broke down about two miles
on the Headford side of Caatléhackett. They got & 1lift to
Tuvam and, on the way, called in & Castlchaciett R.I.C.
barrack and arranged that two of the constables there would
guard the van until it covld be towed awny the next day.
The two constables wers on this duty when they heard the
firinz, anl came to the assistance of their cosrades
through the flelds to the rear of the barrack. As far as
I ltnow, Sergeant Biggins vas the only one of the.garrison
woundad In the attack. I do not know if he survived, as

the barrack was evacuated the day after the attack. It



was completely destroyed on Easter Saturday night, 1920,

by the Volunteers.

The next incident of importance that I remember
was the attacl on Castlegrove N.I.C. barrack, situated on
the main Tvam-Ballinrobe road, about six miles from Tuam.
The attack was planned by ilfchael lioran, 0/C, Tuanm
3attalion. I do not thimnk the North Galway Brigade had
been formed by this time ~ lareh, 1920. Lieutenant
Patrick Conway and ilichacl Joseph Ryan, vhom i have
already mentioned in connection with the attack on
Castlehackett barrack, and James Holoney, afterwards 0/C,
Bunmore idattalion, wera prominently identified with the

attack on Castlegrove barracl.

I myself heard of the proposed attack about a week
before it occurred. I was told about it at a meeting of
Sylane company officers. By this time, our compﬁny
{Sylane) had-gained a good number of recruits, following
the attack at Castlehackétt. and about forty men of
Sylane company took part in the attack.on Castlegrove _
R.I.C. barrack. “Jo had a test mobilisation one night
shortly before the attack at Castlegrove, and the rasult
was very satisfactory. On the night of the attack, forty
men turned out. Tiie majority of them were engaged in
blocking roads and guarding the road blocks which were
made, by felling trees. There were tuo road blocks on the
main Tuam-Ballinrobe road, 6ne on each side of the barrack.
There were tuc furtier road blociks on bye-roads. There
may have been one or.two others - all for the purpose of
delaying the approach of reinforcements froﬁ Tuam, Galway,
Ballinrobe and Claremorris.

I ond about fifteen men of the Sylane company wore



engaged in the aptack propor. ~e ware in pesition along
the wall of the main Tuam-d3allinrobe road, faeing the
barrack, at a range of from twventy-five to thirty yards.
lie werc all armed with shotguns. The barrack was o very
big, two-storey building, with many windows. I reuenber
that we were to opanzfire when the wines at the gables
axploded. I think that there was no explosion at one

g1ble anu that thare were two at the other gabla.

e opened firc on the windows and door in front of
us..the moment we heard the oxplosion. Fire was returncd
iznediately from the dbarrach and Verey lights went up.
The attack lasted two hours at lcast and, during that
time, there were several shouts of, "Surrender*, to the
garrison to vhich they invariably answered, “icver®. I
cannot rcemeauber any hand gronades having been used in
tho attacl. I think it was James floloney vho gave the
order to withdraw. dight or nine men of Sylane company,
incluwdinz myqelf. wihh'Captain dornard aelly in chargo,
covercd the withdrawal of the remainder of the attacking
party. The reason we were asked to cover the withdrawal
was that we werc frou the locality and kaeu the lay of thae
lanq betteor than the others. laere were aboul sevonty
or qighty men engapged in this attack, in which all
companiaos of tho Battalion verc gepresented. The
garrison consisted of about eight men and a sargeant.

Ho easualty was sustalned by the Volunteers. 1 don't
lkno if any of the garrison was vioundod. 1 woula very
likely havo heard about it if any of thei vere killed or
woundou. 1 .ero was a goou deal of blood on the road
near the barrack the morning follooin: the attack, and it
aspeared in tha newspapers that the I.R.A. suffered

casvalties. +o hoard aftorvards that the R.1.C. killed



hons and spilled their blood on the road near tho barrack
as aevidence of the "casualties". Ue heard this from the
people who delivered milk at the bﬁrrack. Several
people told us that they saw the blood on the road. The
attack took place in iarch, 1920, as well as I can

' remember. Castlegrove R.I.C. barrack was evacuated the
day after it being attacxed, and it was destroyed by the

' Volunteers a ueek or two after EBaster, .l1920.

Late in !ay, 1920, a priscner was brought to my
houso in Belclare by James Moloney, 0/C, Dunmore Battalion,
and Hr. Alfie O'Dem, a well-iknown Sinn Feiner and a brother
of the late I'r. Louis 0'Dea, Solicitor, Galwuay. The
prisoner's name was kartin Connol;y, niciknamed ;613hre“.
s was a native of ﬂil}toan. Co. Galway, and was arrested
there by the Volunteers for domanding money in the name of
the 1.R.A. 1 thini that lr. Alfie Otsga was then a Judge
of tho Rapublican courts. In any event, our Company was
to Xeep Connolly a prisoner pemding his trial. After
about three or four days, ha escaped from custody. b
knew nothing of his escape until I saw him with a big
force of R.1.C. and British military, surrouniaing the
field vhere 1 was working at the time. Thoy arrested me
and three other Volunteers. The other three were
Volunteer Henry Hussoy, who was my brother, and Volunteers
ichael Hiiggins and Lartin Conneely. vie vere tried in
Tuam R.1.C. barracks vhere Oighre identified us as the men
: who held him prisoner.

lle did not recognise the avthority of the court and
sald so. During the trial, wae chatted aunongst ourselves
and smoked cigarettes to show how little woe cared about
the proceedings. Olgrre said that I was in.c¢narge of the

men who held hiam prisoner and that I gave orders to
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shoot him if he attempted to escape. \-e were remanded

for a fortnight snd then tried in Galway city where ve. vere
sentenced to two months iiuprisonment with a further two
nonths in default of bail. The charge was unlawful

assenbly.

I was released at the cnd of September aftar
serving the four wonths in Gelway jail. I remeuwber that
there were only tuo political prisouers in Galvway jail at
the time. They v.oro Volunteers Joyce and.Furey from
Oranmors and they were serving sertences for buying rifles

from British military at the rifle range in Oranmore.

1 must now go back again to some tinme betneeh
Zaster and the end of lLay, 1920, to relate an incident
that occurred 'at that time. A lotter from an R.1.C. man,
statloned somewhere in Co. Cork, was captured in a raid on

the mails by the I1.R3.A. in Co. Cork. It vas addressed to

a8 young girl in the company area. The R.I.C.
man's name was and he was a native of the Tuam
district. Tho girl was ' The

letter was sent to Brigade 0/C Con Fogarty from the Co.
Cork unit that captured 1t.‘ In the course of the letter,
- Constable sald she was lucky that her last létter to
him was not captured because, if it was, she would be

having her hair cut like some of the girls in Co. Cork.

He toll her not to gsend him any further information as he
. expefted to be home on holidays in a fortnigit. He
wentioned that she probably knew who burned

Barracks and referred to other loéai inecidents that I

cannot now roemeamber.

Brigade 0/C Con Fogarty, a few members of Sylane
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company and I visited the home of

on o Sunday evening. e read the letter for
her and her uncle. The girl admitted that she was
corresponding with Constable and glving him
information. Her uncle sald he knew nothing about the
girl's -conduct and, if he had known, he would not have
her in the house. He said she was about to go to
America and pleaded on her behalf. The se;ipusness of
the girl's offence was impressed on him and he was
informed that she was being treated very leniently by
having her hair cut off, which was done before we left
the housa. This girl left the district shortly after.

Towards the winter of 1920, maybe about the end of
Octobar, on a Saturday evening, I remember, Thomas
0'Grady, Eattaliop Enzinear, Tuvam Battalion, came to -me
at Canavan's of Beleclare.- He told me that Michael lHoran,
0/C, Tuam Battalion, and Pﬁtrick Convuay, “uartermaster,
North Galway Brigade, had sent him to me to tell me.to .
collect 8 box of rifies that had arrived from G.H.G.,
Dublin, at Tuam. I aésumed the box was at the railvay
station at Tuam but, on the way in from Belclarc to Tuam,
O'Grédy said the box was at lacTigue's shop, right
oppesite the R.I.C. barrack. I had a very young horse
that was only once yoked before thié- I pointed this out
to O'Grady and he said that a few Volunteers would be at

l;acTigve's to help me.

Vhen I arrived at llacTigue's, there was no
Volunteer there that 1 could see. 4 neighbour held amy
horsa while I was making irquiries at LacTigue's shop.
With the assistance of Jack Horan, one of the assistants
in UacTigue’s, and of Josoph Grady of Cloonmore (now
Geceased), 1 loaded the box of rifles on the cart and
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headed back again for Selclare. On my way througn the
town, 1 met my employer, Ur. Canavan, who was surprised to
see me. I tolihim that I had not a big losd in the cart
and that, if he wanted any stuff for the shop, 1 would
bring it for him. ile said he wanted bran for Kilgarriff's
shop. I loaded a half-ton of bran on top of the box
containing the rifles and felt gfuch happier that the box
was hidden from view. I arrived at Belclare without
mishap and dumped the contents of the box ~ six Lee &Enfileld
rifles, six hundred-rounds of .%305 and three dozen lills

bombs.

Very late in 1920, or early in 1921, I took part in
an attack on two R.I.C. at uilconly, about six miles from
Tuam, on the Tuam-Ballinrobe road and not. far from
Castlegrove House. I remembar that 1 got a despatch from
Thomas Dunleavy, 0/C, Tuam Battalion, following the death
of !ichael loran, our first Battalion 0/C. He told me to
be at Newell's forge, near Kilconly, at 9 p.m. and to be
armed.” I went to the appointed place on a bicycle, armed
with a revolver. tthen I arrived at Revell's forge, the
Battalion 0/C and about ten men had left for Kilconly.

I followed and caught up with them a few hundred yards
nearer to Kilconly. '

The Battalion 0/C sent a scout (Volunteer ilichael
Cregg, now in the GdArda S8iochanma) into Blake's public house
at ‘ilconly, for find out how many R.1.C. were within.
He returned with the information that two members of the
R.1.C. were inside. Ye then took up positions inside the
wall of the road, ab~ut one hundred yards {rom Biake's
public house, and walted there for the R.I.C. to pass on

thelr way to Castlegrove House; at that time Castlegrove

House was occupled by a Colonel Lluane who slways had an



- R.1.C. guard, very likely because he was a magistrate or
held some official position of that kind. Eembers of the
R.I.C. guard at Castlegrove House often went to Blale's
public hovse in the evenings for refreshments.

.A short wvhile after we héd taken up our positions,
the two R.1.C. man left the public house and came in our
direction. The night was pitch dark. The Battalion 0/C
was beside me and he gave me his flash-lamp and agked me
to shine it on the two R.1.C. as they passed. I did so,
and fired two revclver shots at them at the same time.
Fire was opened on them at the same time by six rifle-men
and four shotgun men. The two R.I.C. men threw
‘themgelves on the ground. In a minute or two, we ware
ordered by the Battalion 0/C, who was in charge, to
withdraw across the flelds. 1 heard afterwards that one

of the two R.I.C. men (Sergeant Begley) was wounded.

whgn withdfawipg from our positions after firing at
the two'R.I.C. men, we were all under the impression that
thoy were both dead, and the Battalion 0/C ordercd us to
protect my house and three other houses in Belclare as he
exﬁected reprisals. For three nights in succession, I and
about twelve other Vaolunteers under the command of
Lieutenant Bane protected the hovses but there was no

atteapt at reprisals by the R.I1.C.

In the first few months of 1921, 1 remomber that
Brigade Quartermaster Patrick Conway sent me word to meet
him at Beldclare. I cannot remember what it was that he
vanted me for, but vhen we had finished discussing
whatever it was, he said he tiould go into my house to see
By mother. -ﬁe both went in but my mother only spoke a
few words to us, as she said she felt very uneasy and

anxiouns about our safety. She said she thought she



heard unususl noilses, but could not make out what they
were. In order to please her, we left the house - P.
Conway gome yards in front of me. I stood listening for
the sounds my mother had been talking about and, in less

" than a minute, I was surrounded by six R.I.C. men who had
been lying in hiding quite close to nms.

They questioned me about the man who was with me.
I said I didn't know him. They spoke about my having
been in jail and asked me where we had the arms hidden.
They told me to go on my knees and say an Act of Contrition
as they were going to shoot me unless I told them the spot
where the arms were concealed on Castlehackett Hill. They
boxed and kicked me before they told me to go on my knees.

- %then I said nothing to theilr questions, one of them
stood in front of me and fired several shots out of a
revolver., Hone of the shots touched me but they werse
very close. I heard the blast of a whistle from the
direction of my own house, and four of the six R.I.C. left.
The two that were left thought I had been shot and
attempted to 1ift me up. I pretended to be worse than I
was, although 1 félt bad snough from the boxing aﬁd_
kicking they had given me before they fi?ed the shéts.

One of them said to the other, "lLeave hlm there s while", and
they turned in the direction of my house. I crawled away

as well as I could and was delighted to learn that Comray
also had got clcar away. I heard that there were about
fifty R.I.C. in the raid on my house that night.

About a week or two after this, 6wo lorry loads of
R.I.C. and British military came again to my house. \Tney
told my mother that I wbuld be ghot at sight and the
house burned unless I cleared out of the country. They

also, on that occasion, visited my employer, Mr. Canavan,



and told hiam that, if he coptinued to employ me, his
house would be burned.

1 then vwent to Ballygar and reportd there to the
Battalion &/C, Andy iohan. I remainud in 2ellygar
Battalion qrea up to the time of the truce in July, 1921.
Uihile in Ballygar dattalion area, I took part in raids on
the mails. I told the Jattalion (/C of the experience
I had gainod in the attacis on Castlehackett and
Castlegrove I'.I.C. barraocks and volunteorcd for any duty
ho might assign to me in connection vwith the attack
vhich was then baing planned on the Baliygar R.I.C.
barreck. The truco date arrived before tho plans for
the attack were complotcd. |

I cannot remember any branch of Cumann na m3an in
Sylane company area prior to the truce of July 1yzl.
There was a branch of Cumann na mBan in the arca later
on. The loeal i.1.C. were neithaer sympathetic nor
helpful. <The loeal peoplo ware very goou and assisted
the Voluntcers in every way thoy possibly could. I am
rather hazy about the Republican courts. 1 did not
take a very keen intorest in thom. 1 remember, though,
that Lr. Alfie O'cen was a justice and heard cases in
Sylane dall beforo it was burncd doan by the R.I.C.
Ur. Thaans Costello of Killowor was also a justice of
the Repuilican courts. There were Ropublican police
in our company. Tho only kinmd of duty they did, as
far as I remcnber, uas lookinz after the cloping of
public houses at night and on Sundays.

The first captain of our coapany was Jarnard
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Kelly-whu was followed by Patrick lacHugh. The
lievtenants were Patrick Conway, aftermards Brigade
Quartermaster, North Galway Brigade, Lartin Bans, now
a priest in U.S.A., John “Dick" Conway, still living
in Baliintleva. and myself.
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