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| STATEMENT BY.JOSEPH DALY,

Kilmurray, Ibrickane, Quilty, Co. Qlare.

(formerly 0/C. Lth Battalion, West Clare Brigade)

T was born on 18th March 1896, at Kilﬁurray, ITbriclkane,
I was associated with the Sinn F€in movement before I became
a member of the Irish Volunteers, a Sinn Féin Club having been
established in the district about October 1917. Though I was
one of the foundation members, I am a bit confused now
regarding the,general details of the formation of this Club
and the names of the officers, At ahy rate, it was through
my connection with that Club that I bhecame friendly with

Sean Liddy, afterwards 0/C, West Clare Brigade.

It was, I believe, early in November 1917, that Liddy
swore myself and three or four others into the Irish
Républican Brotherhood. The ceremony took place in a vacant
house in Clinadrum, Mullagh, Co., Clare, I can now only
remember the name of one of the others who were enrolled

that night, a man called David Walsh, Shandrum, Kilmurray.

About three weeks subseauent to my enroiment in tﬁe I.R.B.
I received orders from Sean Lid&y, who Wés then captain of
the Cooraclare Company of the Irish Volunteers, as well ‘as
being an I, R.B. Centre, to start a company of Volunteers in
Kilmurray. I did so and secured betweep L5 and 50 recruits
at the coutset, ‘I'Was appointed company captain and also
acted as drill instructor. I had to rely on military
training handbooks t0 guide me as drill instructor. The
company met svery Saturday nigﬁt in my father's fields and,
after having mastered squad and company drill, we went on

to extended order drill and skirmishing exercises,



In addition to the Saturday night drill, the company
usually paraded every Sunday morning after the 9,30. Mass in
Kilmurray and marched from outside the Church to the Sinn,Féin
' Hall in the village where a meeting of the Sinn Féin Club was
held, Fr§quent1y, there was nothing to discuss at these Sunday
meetings, but by getiing the Volunteers to attend, the Sinn Féin
organisation was kept alive and active in the area, Of course,
.the weekly papers such as "Nationality't and "Néw Ireland" and
other literature of s propaganda nature was distributed on sudh

occasions.

There was no R.I.C., station in Kilmurray which was in the
police sub-district of Quilty, ébout one mile away. The sergeant
in charge of that station, a man named Sweenéy, was a mild type
of person and did not unduly worry himself abbut the activities
of the Ifish Volunteéra. However, our Sunday morning parades
were élways watched by a couple of R.I.C, who usually remained
onl duty in the vicinity of the iHall while the meetings of the
Sinn P€in Club were in progress. On most Sundays a route march
from the village of Xilmurray to Quilty took place at 3 p.m. ‘
and whoever was in charge of the company alwaysrmade it a point
to take the conpany past the R.I;C.,station in the latter village
before leading it back to Kilmurray. There was no Irish
Volunteer unit in Quilty at the time as most of the peoﬁle in
that district were not in sympathy with the movement, a fact

which caused a lot of trouble for us later .omn. | -

The development of the conscription threat in. the Spring
of 1918 helped in improving the position of the Irish Volunteer
movement in our part of Clare, The interest in drilling became
greater and the attendance at parades and mobllisations was
practically 100%. Bach man in the Kilnmrray COmpény was eguipped
with a pike made at the'forge of John Harrison, Cloghanmore,

Cooraclare. The cost of forging and shafting these pikes was



met-by‘the'prbceeds of dances organlised by the members of the
company the strength of which had, by the Spring of71918;
risen to about 65 at which it remained until thé end of

hostilities with the British in July 192l1.

I have already referred to the fact that the peqple in
the village of Quilty were not in sympathy with the Sinn
Fein movement. In those days it was a thickly populated
‘district mainly comprised of small farmers and landless men
such as fishermen and those of the labouring class who
depended mainly on kelp burning for a livelihood, Situated
in the locality, however, was a good sized non resident
grazing farm owned by Mr., M. S. Brew, who lived in Kilrush,
There was é widespread outburst of cattle drives and
seizufes of grazing lands throughout Clare towerds the end
of 1917 and in 1918; G, H. Q. in Dublin looked on these
activities With disfavour and issued orders forbidding
Volunteers froﬁ participating in any form of land trouble,
These orders were loyally observed by the men in the
Kilmurray Gompany. In the Quilty district, however, ‘the
veople, at the instigation of one of the publicans in fhat
village, named Michael Casey, gathered aé a mob at Mr, Brew's

farm in Seafield and drove the cattle off the lands.

On-hearing of this cattle drive, one of the local
priests, I'r. McKenna, who at the time was an Irish Volunteer
officer, collected myself and a few men from the KiImufray'
Company and proceeded to Seafield to try to prevent the
cattle drive., Our efforts proved futile. The mob refused
to listen to the appeals of Fr, kckenna and actually attacked
us with stones; the priest was struck by a stone on the

forehead and wounded. After that we retired.

I reported this incident to Battalion H.Q. and, in the



course of a week or so, Sean Liddy accompanied by six or
seven men came to Quilty and arrested Michael Casey, A
cpurtmartial was held fbr which the whole battalion was
paraded, Casey was fined and warnéd that any future
misbehaviour on his part would be deal® with more‘
drastically., He gave no further trouble, At the same time
it was considered that the easiest way to keep the Quilty
people quiet would be to bring them inito the movement,

‘The younger element were enliced to join the Irish
Volunteers. A separate company was set up in guilty about
the middle of 1919 and thereafter until the British forces

left the country there was no repetition of cattle driving

in that locality.

Up to the end of 1918 Co. Clare comprised only one
brigade of Irish Volunteers. under the command of Paddy
Brennan of Meelick. The coﬁnty was then divided into three
brigades and the country between Loop Head on to about a
mile north of Qd&lty on the west coast of the county formed
part of the West Clare Brigade. I'm not too gure now who
the first Brigade O/C. was, but I'm certain that Sean Liddy,
formerly captain of the Cooraclare Company, assumed control

of the brigade some months after its formation.

Following‘the creation of the=se bfigades, there was a
reshuffling of the battalion areas. The 4th Battalion was
made up of the companies of Coora, Doolagh, kullagh, ’
Craigaknock, Kilmurray and, subseguently, Quilty., The
officers of the battalion were:- 0/C. Christopher WcCarthy;
Vice 0/C. Rev. Fr. licKenna, C.C. Kilmurray; Adjutant,

Patrick O'Dea; Quartermaster, Daniel Montgomery.

Some time in 1920 McCarthy had a disagreement with the

brigade staff and he left the area altogether and went into



East Clare where he later lost his life in an engagemeﬁt

with British troops at lMeelick abouf a2 month beforé the
Truce; licCarthy was replaced as battalion commandant by.
Patrick 0'Dea of Doqlough who was arreéted towards the end of
1520, and Y succeeded him in that post until my arrest in
liarch -1921. My place was taken by Patrick Kelly. Dan
Montgomery was also arrested in November 1920, and he was
succeeded as battalion guartermaster by John Griffin,

During 1920, too, the Mullagh and Craigaknock companies were
amalgamated and, so far as I can remember, this was the

last organisational change in the battalion,

The British forces in the area at the beginning of 1919
comprised two small R, I.C. garrisons, ocne at Quilty and the
other at lullagh. Both stations were vacated by the end of
that year or early in the following Spring. The Quilty
'barracks was destroyed by men from the Miltown~ilalbay
district under Commandant Ignatius O'Neill, while the
Mullagh barracks was demolished‘by the local Volunteers,
acting under the battalion commandant, Christopher McCapthy.
I assisted in the latter operation and, as reprisals were
expected, it was decided to attack the enemy should he
attempt to carry them out. Bill Hough, brigade adjutant,
came to Kullagh that night and took charge of a party of
about twelve men armed with shotgune. The enemy did not
rut in an appearance and next morning the party.dispersed.
In fact, I do not recall any retaliatory measures by the

British forces following this incident.

Early in 1920, all the firearms in the battalion area
‘were under the control of the I.R.A. These guns were
entirely shotguns and, with one exception, the owners

surrendered them voluntarily fo the different company



officers. The one exception - Kelly's of Kilmurray -
resulted in a raid being made by the local éompany, seven
or eight of whom raided the house under my charge. We took

the gun without experiencing any resistance.

Sinn Féin arbitration courts and Ddil Courts began to
function in West Clare earlier than most of the rural
areas in Ireland. In connection with the esttablishment
of these courts, some of the local clergy played an.active'
- part, especially Father Culligan, then a curate in
Kilmurray (McHahon), Art O'"Donnell of Tullycrine and Conor
Whelan, Vice 0/C, of the West Clare Brigade, were also
prominently associated with them as either "Brehons'' or

off'icials.

In those days most of the peopvle in the'rural paris
of West Clare were of a very litigious disposition and
the British Courts, especially the Petty Sessions were
‘kept busy dealing with minor types of cases such as
trespassing, rights of way, assaults end turbary diqutes.
The boycott imposed on the British Courts by Sinn Fein
was generally observed by the people in West Clare who,
when they found alternative Courts available, readily used
them,

At first; I think it was early in 1919, when the Sinn
Fein Arbitration Courts were set up, the enemy forces did
not Interfere with them and later on, when the District
and Parish Courts began to function under decree of DALl
fireann, they were held under the noses of the R.T.C.
freqguently in the same venues as the British Courts.
I'm afraid that it is also true that the unsetﬁléd state
of the times caused a certain element of the population

to try to take advantage of their quieter or weaker



neighbours in making claims for which therelwas no
legal . justification. This, of courée, added to the
volume of'businesé‘with which the Sinn Fein Courts had
to deal. -

" The work of policing tﬁe Sinn Fein Courts and of.h
enforciﬁg the decisions ﬂivenAtheréat became the ..
responsibllltJ of the I,R,A.., As company captain and,
later, as-battalion commandant, I was obliged to devote
a considerable.amount of time to the'making of arrange-
ments for the sittings of the Courts, seeing that mhéy
were éﬁequately policed, enforcing the decisions, .
providing for the detention of persons Who'had to be

held as prisoners awaiting trial or serving sentences.

The dutles which devolved on ine through the Sinn
Féln Courts from uhelr institution in 1919 to the Autumm .
of 1920, when, owlng to the hostility shown to them by
the British forces, it became necessary to ﬂold sittings

in secret venues, occupied a great deal of my time,

From thence onwards, it became thé Jjob.of the
Volunteer officeng in West Clare to ensure that the
sittingg of theACOurts would take place without being
interfered with by the British forqés anﬁ also to have
suitable accommbdation'pfovided fbf the hearing of the
'cases. My own house was uséd a good deal for the
sittings and, hetween one job and another,.écarcely‘a
day elansed from, roughly, the end of August 1920 until
the date of my -arrest in March 1521, but I had somethlng

to do in connectlon Wluh Court work,.

'In-the'campaign to oust the British'Courts
uartlcularly the 1ower Courts known as the PettJ 33381on8,

the Sinn Féln organlsatlon resorted a good deal to the
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use of propaganda to bring these Courts into contempt,

The press and platform were used for this purpose. It was
also part of the campaign to induce the Justices of the
Peace who composed the Petty Sessions Courts to resign from
these posts which were unpaid. Though, generally speaking,
these 'Juatices' were not in sympathy with Sinn Féin, the
most of them did resign as time went on. éhe task of

- dealing with the recalcitrant few became one for the I.R.A.
to tackle. In my battalion area there was only one such
person to deal with, a man called Christopher Xelly of
Craigaknock, a gentleman farmer. He was asked to resign

gseveral times, but refused,

-Ih order to compel Mr. Kelly to change his ﬁind, the
Brigade H,Q. decided that the most effective way to deal
with him was by kidnapping his only son, Joseph, then a
youth of about 20 years. This job was carried out by the
local Volunteers under the control of the company captain,
Patriek Clancy. 'Young Kelly was a prisoner for about
nine or ten days when I met the Brigade 0/C., Sean Liddy,
at Father McKenna's house in Mullagh.. I received orders
from him to take a message to Hr. Kelly, senior, that if
he signed a document agreeing to resign from his Justiceship
of the Peace that his son would be released forthwith.
Immediately after the kidnapping Qf'young Kelly, a
party of British soldiers numbering about twenty, unde?
a Captain Glass, had been guarding the Xelly household and
when I arrived there, Ilfound Mr. and irs. Kelly sitting
in the kitchen with Captain Glass. Mps. Kelly, on seeing
me, became hysterical and was lamenting the fate of her son
- who, she thought, might be shot. I asked Mr, Xelly to

have a private conversation at which Captain Glass was not
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present, during which I explained the errand on which I
had been sent, I then had a further conversation with
Captain Glass. e appeared to be a reasonable type of man,
very mich concerned about the safety of young Kelly, and
the disturbed state of drs. Kelly"s mind over the whole
business. He asked me if it could at all be possible to
release young Kelly that night. My reply was similar to the
statement I had already made to ur., Kelly, senior.
Eventually the lattepr did sign the undertaking to resign
ags a J. P, and the document was delivered by ne té the
Brigade 0/C. Young Kelly was released next day and the
British soldiers who were guarding his parents were

withdrawn to Kilrush soon atfter,

Despite the activities of the British forces in

1

trying to suppress the Sinn Fein Courts in West Clare,

their efforts failed. Though the.sittings of the Courts
from about August or September of 1920 onwards were not
held as regularly, still they managed to function due to
the co-operation of the 1qca1 I.R. A, units, As already
explained, it was almost a full-time job for me to ensure
that these Courts did not collapse. During the winter of
1920 and spring of 1921, the Parish, District and
Arbitration Courts held several sittings in the distric{
between Quilty and Dooang. The venues varied a good deal
but the litigants rarely had the experience of coming to /
the Courts without having their cases heard. Qf course,

I frequently had to carry on my person documents relevant
to these Courts. In March 1921, I was intercepted in the
vicinity of my ovm home by a party of British_troops and
on the occasion had some such papers in my possessioﬁ,

I was detained in custody and sent to Limerick Jail where
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where I' was tried by military court for being in
possession of illegal documents, I received a sentence
of six months' imprisonment which I duly served,

receiving political treatment vhile in custody.

T was in Limerick Jail when the Truce was

announced on 11lth July 1921,

signed: }MM /&/4%

Joseph Daly)
Date: _ /9. 4. S5

19.9.55

Witness: é—ﬁ%é..:

(D. Griffin)
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