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STATEMENT BY JAMES Q!'FLYNN, !

Abbey St., Fethard, Co. Tipperary.

Asst. Adjutant, 3rd Tipperary Brigade, I.R.A. |

I‘wgs born at Fethard, Co. Tipperary, in #he year
1903. My father was then the proprietor of a téiloring
and outfitting business at Burke St., Fethard, W%ich he
st1ll possesses. My early years were\spent.in'ﬁethard,
where I attended the local Patrician Brothers"'séhool
until I was 1l years of age. In 1917 Iiﬁent to%RocKwall
College, where I did the Junior, Middle and SeniQr Grades,
and in June, 1920, I returned home.and;commencedﬁto assist

my father in his business.

l
My father was associated with the Irish Vélunteer
and Sinn Féin movements from about the years of #91&.0r
1915, and our home was frequented from time to tfpe by some
notable meﬁ of both movements:. It was also use& as the.
despatch centre through which despatches to and f%om
various I.R.A. units;passed; Dufing school holiﬁays from
Rockwell College I: of'ten delivered these:desp&tch%s
_and-it was in this-way that I sﬁarted to make my first
contacts with the local company and battalion officers.

Tt was not, however, until my return from 50ckwell
in June, 1920, that I‘beqame what T might call officially
associated with the Irish Repub;ican Army . At't$at time
I joined 'B' Company, lst Battalion, which was the local
(Fethard) company, and I regularly attended the company

’ ]

parades which were held once or twice a.week.at.n;ght-time

and, as & rule, at elther Kilnockin Hill or Market Hill.



Although I held no rank in the company, except’
perhaps that I may have been entrusted with Whatéver :
duties would fall to the lot of a Company Adjutaﬁt, I waé
only a short time a member when with the Company!Captain,-
Jerry Whelan of Clamps Castle, I commenced to atﬁend
meetings of the lst Battalion Council. The Batﬁalion
Council met at intervals of aﬁprox;mapely a.montﬂ, and the
meetings were usually held at»Ryan-Wéll*s house at
Magginstown or in some of the houses in the_vici&ity of

graigue, Clerihan. The staff of the 1lst Battalion as then
' |
|

constituted was as follows:

Battn. Comdt. - Jerome Davin, Rathsallagh (now in U.S.A.)
%  Vice Comdt. - James Keating, Brookhill, Fethard.
oo™ Adijt. < James Delahunty, Gralgue, Clerihan (now in)
' i U.S.A.
* /M - John Purcell, Graigue, Clerihan.
/0o - John Delahunty, Graigue, Clerihan.
Eng. Off.+ Michael Nugent, Springfield, Clerihan.
Sign.0ff.- John Deversux, New Inn, Cahir.. '
%  Tpansp,0ff. - Frank Morrissey, Blackcastl?,Rosegreen.
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In addition to the foregoing, the Battalion Council meetings
were usually attended by two officers of each of %he five

companies in the battallon. |
' : i

|
Our main activity in the Fethard Company area

|
during the autumn and winter months of 1920 lay in the

blbcking and trenching of roads. I spent severai nights

at this work. Even when an ambush or an attack én eneny

forces was not contemplated it was consildered desirable
|

to keep the roads blocked or trenched so as 1o imgede the
movement of British troeps in the area. %

"In eddition ﬁo attending the battalion couﬁcil
|
meetings, I continued to bring despatches which arrived at
|
my home in Fethard to the brigade and battalion officers,

and in this way I became fully acquainted and very friendly

I
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with them.. Occasionally I stayed overnight with one or
other of them. |
1
“ In February, 1921, due to raids by partie§ of
British forces on my home: I felt that I was likely to be
arrested at any time, so I decided to go'on the %un'.
I was then appointed as Assistant Brigade.Adjutaét; and
from then. until after: the cease fire order in Ocﬁober, 1923,
I remained a fulltime I.R.A. officer. ﬁ
When I became a member of the brigade staﬁf in

February, 1921, its personnel was as follows: E

Brlgade Comdt.. - Seumas Robinson. ;
V. Comdt., - Denis Lacey (killed in ClVll War)

n Adjt. . - Sehn Fitzpatrick (now Director Fogra
‘ Failte).
w  AsstAdjt. - James O'Flynn (myself) ’
" UM - Dan Breen (now T1.D.)
4 /0 - Tom Carew (now deceased)..
e Eng.0ff.- Seamus Babington (Carrlck—on~8u1r)

L ' Comm,Off.~- Jack O'Mera (now deceased).i ~ .

In March, 1921, the late Michael Sheehan o% Clonmel
succeeded Dan Breen as Brigade Quartermaster. Denis Lacey
Wwas then away with one of the Brigade Flying Colu%ns and
we only saw him occasionally at Brigade H.Q. Se#mus
Babington lived in Carrick-on-Suir. He frequentiy.visited
us and he attended the brigade stdff and councilA%e&tings.
Séumas:Robinson, Sefn Fitzpetrick, Michael Sheehaﬂ, Tom

Carew, Jack O'"Mara and myself were more or less in constant .

I
!
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attendance at the Brigade H.Q.
A brief description of the Brigade H.Q. mai not be
out of place here. It consisted of a dug-out, 1
approximately 12 feet long by 10 feet wide by Ti feet high,
constructed underneath a field on either Davin“saqf
Houlihan's, farm at Castleblake. The entrance wasiby a trap

door situated beside a footpath which ran between pavin"s

|



amd Houlihan%s houses. This trap door was closeiy camouflaged

|
with sods of earth and grass, and those entering or leaving

secured it behind them. The trap door was aisoithe_only
means of ventilation and we often had to leave it either
open or ajar to ventii&terthe dug-out. Access from.the
entrance down into the dug-out was by means of & ﬁadder..
The floor and ceiling were covered with sheetling Edards

and the four sides were lined with similar-materi?l*

Around the sides was a plentiful suppiy of shelvihg to hold
papers, correspondence files and various knick—kn?cks. It
wag furnished with a table,, a.lafge stool and two%
mattresses. We: 21so had two typewrliters, on whi?h Se&n
Eitzpatrick and myself typed all despatches and réports,
Sefin Fitzpatrick and I generally siépt on the two.
mattresses in the dug-out. The others, viz. Hobinson,
Sheehan, Carew and .O*Mara, were generaily accommodéted in
some of the farmhouséé in the vicinity. There W%S also
sleeping accommodation in anotherr dug-out which wés
constructed on somewhat similar lines to the Brigéde H.Q.
It was furnished only with a few_mattresses;and w%s only
occasionally used.. Qur meals were supplied to u§ free

gratis and for nothing by Davins and Loobys of Ratﬁsallagh,
Houlihans;of‘Casfleblake and O'Donnells of Grailgue.

. . ‘
The location of the Brigade H.Q,@iug-out wa? known

only to the brigade staff and, of course, to the men whe
hed constructed it. It was constructed by a unit%usually
referred to as the “Special Half Company attached.Fo the
Brigadem. These were selected men who were often}called

| upon for guard and scouting duties when raids or réunds-up
were expected or when anyone of particular importaéce
visited the area. Amongst. ourselves we always regerred to

the Brigade H.Q. as No. 71. Any bulky stuff arriving for
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the brigade was usually left at Davin's or Looby's of

Rathsallagh. : ;

One of my principal duties as Asst. A&jptént was to
attend each déy.from about 11 a.m. to 3 or L p;m; at the
dispatch centre. This was really an old.cattleléhed in a
field at the rere of 0'Donnell‘’s farmhouse in Gr%igue,
Clerihan. Hera I met the despatch carriers froﬁ the
various: battalions and'received their despatchgs\of gave
‘them any for their battalions from the brigade. i pespatches
for G.H.Q. were given to the despatch carrier of:the Lth
Battalion, who, in turn, handed them over at Limﬁriék
Junetion railway station to friendly railway-cheékers or
guards for conveyance to Dublin. The location of the
despatch centre was for security reasons varied f%om time
to time.. For short periods I would meet the desbatch
carriefs at the housés of O'Donnell, Egen and Delghunty
of Graigue or at Purcell's of Glenagat before rev?rting

back again to the cattle shed.

Sométime about May, 1921, I recollect seqiﬁg a spy
who was about to be executed. He was then held %s a
prisoner in a dug-out near Egan's of Graigue. Iihad not
anything to do with his case, and although I.must%hgve
heard a lot about him at the time, I cannot now récollect
either his name or what the specific charge was aéainst him.
I believe he was a stranger Iin the neighbourhood.; I have,

however:, a. clear recollection of seeing Fr. Mnrphﬁ of New

Inn when he came to attend to the spiritusl needs of the,
prisoner before his execution. 1
Sefn Fitzpatrick, the Brigade Adjutant, and myself
)
were in Looby%s house: at Rathsallagh on Sunday evening

the 18th June, 1921, when a messenger arrived to inform us
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that James Delahunty, Adjutant of the 1lst Battallon, and
Patrick Aherne, Captain of the Hosegreeﬁ Company; had
captured three British officers nearby. The officers were
in civilian cloﬁhes and had been captured in a bég at
Moorstown about half & mile from the Brigade H;Qg They
had.. been brought to the dug-out on Hayden's landfat
Castleblake, i.e. to the dug-out which I have préviously

mentioned as being furnished with mattresses andiused solely

for sleeping in. ‘
|

Sefn Fitzpatrick and' I went to thié dug-o@t to
interview the prisoners. I immediately recogniéed one of
them as: Lieutenant Twogood who was stationed in éhe military
barracks in Fethard. I should also have rﬂcognised the
other two, Lieutenants Betteridge and Glossop, foﬁ all three
were stationed in Fethard, but I failed to do so at the time,
Lieutenant Twogood had been a customer of my father
and the recognition was mutual. We exchanged soﬁe casual
remarks.. At the time neither he nor I had any iaea of the
fate: that was in store for him. Ernie OtMalley kthen
0/C 2nd Southern Division) came on the scene and took
full charge of the situation. |

About midnight th&t‘ﬁight T learned that O;Malleym
witnh Michael Sheehan, the Brigade Q/M, and some mémbers of
the Battalion A.é.U., had taken the: prlsoners awaé in the
direction of Clerihan for execution. Meanwhile i had
been joined by Jerome Davin and James Delahunty, @ommandant
end Adjutant of the 1lst Battalion. respectively, and by a
fourth who may have: been Sefn Fitzpatrick. We cansidered
‘that a round-up by British troops would soon be ugder way
to search for the three officers, and we concluded that they
(the: British forces) would search the area encloseg by the

|
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roads from Coleman Cross on the Fethard-Cahir road,-Darcy"s
Cross on the Cashel-Clonmel road, and from thecéoss at —
Blackeastle to Barrettstown on the:Fethardeosegfeen'road,
We decided to get outside this area, so that nigﬂt all

four of us slept in a field near Hanley's of Ballynattin.

Our conclusion was well nigh perfect and ﬁsxt
morning about 6 a&.m. Wwe woke up to thé sound of éhe
movements of troops-én the Cashel-Clonmel road. 1 Beiween
the four of us we had one rifle and % revolvers, pnd as
there were some hundred of troops on the Cashel-&lonmel road
alone, fhere was: nothing we could do but to move &urther
away from the troops to & more secure hiding sgoé on the
hill over: Graigue. From. there we had a perfect &1ew of:
the troops' movements and we watched them all thfpugh the:
morning-unéil they were withdrawn. Later on in %he day
we learned that the three: officers had been execuﬁed at
Woodroofe and that their bodles had been found ané taken
away by the British troops. }

Tt was in June, 1921, too, that the Brigade 0/C
decided to suspend until the following auvtumn the%activities
of the two Brigade Flying Columns.. Thisxdecisio# ﬁas made
in view of the exceptionally fine weather, the long bright
days: and short nights which were all to the advanfage of
the enemy forces. The members of the columns we¥e:sent'
back to their own b&ttalion areas to act as small%&ctive'
Service Units. The two column leaders, Denis:Laéey and
Se&n Hogan, reported to Brigade H.Q. They didn%t remain
very long for their temperanment would not permit #hem to
git in an enclosed space to do administrative Work. They
moved off to the battalion areas on, I presume, ofganisation
work. L
|
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When the Truce was declared in July, 192%, Seén
Fitngtrick, the Brigade: Adjutant, WaS'appointeé Brigade
Liaison Officer and I acted as Brigade Adjutantluntil
the appointment of the late Thomas: Lynch to that position.
Lynch had previously been Adjutant of Lacey®s F%ying
Column, He: was: a native: of Tralee and beforeéoining the
Flying Column had worked for & number of years %t the
drapery business in Tipperary town. During th% Truce
period I acted as personal Adjutant to the Brig%de‘COmmandantu
and accompanied him on tours of the brigade are% in
the sidecar of his motor cycle. Another post &hich I held
at this time was Ad jutant of the training camp gt
‘Ballinard. This cemp was under the command offCaptain

Prout, who was later a lajor General in the Fre%;State Arnmy.

|

During this time too (the Truce period) ﬁhe Brigade
H.Q. was moved from the dug-out at Castleblakeséo'a
disused house on Clery"s farm at Springfield. T have &
distinet recollection of an animated discussionjwhich
took place here immediately after the Treaty wa; signed in.
London in December, 1921. Practically all the?brig&de
officers were present. The: subject was, of co%rse, the

Treaty, and the general consensus of opinion was that it

would not and ‘should not be ratified by D&il Eireann.
o

1 .

Signed: s & Ky

' </
(James: O'Flynn)

Date.: fb- 7. I,
Witness: (J. Grace) o
(Invgstigator) :
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