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edu
yea

far

in March, 1917, I joined

I was born in py I
;

perents were farmers,

s 1 remained at home

.

When thL Irish Vol

:eseﬁt home on Jahuary 28th, 1896,

and when I had completed my

cation at Kiskeam Nat%onal School at the age of 15

to assist my parents on the

unteers were forwmed in Kiskean

up . I was cne of the original

members of the unit. Others were: Nicholus Fitzgerald,

Jim

Dan fuiney, John J. Lurph
Jerh, Eulcahy.,

avo

%nc
1
the

Riordan, Con T. lurph

The stre
ut a dozen, but inside

reased to about 30.

0/C - Jerry
lst Lt. - Sim c
2nd Lt. -
Aéji. - ban F
Q/EH - Jim R

mewbers were, I think:

v, Mick Riordan, Jerry Scannell,
v, Paddy Dennehy, Jim Cashman,
ngth of the unit at first was
a month or so the membership

The first officers elescted by

Scannell.

B shimats .

Dan Guiney.

lynn.

jiordan.

The members were upually drilled by the officers,

who were, I think, trainsd by Se&n 0'Sullivan, an officer

fro

erformed inlthe ear%w st

Parades were ‘'hald in!the

ab

m|Cork Ciﬁ .who v151ted the area.

night. ! 'w

. A
The m%mbers of Lhe

organising Sinn Féin drri$é 1917 and early 1G18.

The only drill
Sk was-ordinary;foot drill.

Fields in the district, usually

'. |
Qait were busily pngaged in
|

Beyord
! -
i




eryg

IdCrl..
i

this work aLﬂ the ‘niod:

'

|
!
! 2.
|

driiiing, there ﬁd nothing much

I until: the Brltish took steps to introduce

L] ! |

il
congeription in the sPrAng of 1918. This threat led tc

a lerge increase in the btrenath of the company, which

oW

i

reached the neighbourhood of 150. Nearly every men

bf nilitery age in the district joined the Volunteers,

Thv )

vast majority of thobe who jJjoined at this tinme

conLinued to serve throughout the Tan war. The increass

|
le
an i

fir

Voly

as T

pub

beily

pembership did not legd to any change in officers at

sSt. About this timelall arms in the area not held by

mteers were taken upl The only arms held, as far

can remenber, were shotguns. The picneer members

. busily engazed at this time organising the general

H . a . b » ) ® >
lic for the fight in the event of conscription

1z enforced. Tﬁey did everything to ensure that

evexry possible type of w$apon was made available.

Pikds were fashioned in the local forges; cartridges

were collected, znd filled with buckshot.

f
|

Iate in the SPTlné of 1918 there was a change

in the offlcers of the c$mpany as the 0/C (Jerry Scannell)

dismissed by the Bat;alion O/C (Se&n lioylen) for having

organised and led a para;e of the company towards

Hewgmarket with the intention of attacking the R.I.C. post

- |
thene.. I think thatfth%s parade took place on a Sunday.

members of the company were armed with all kinds of

fo
weapons - shotguns, slas'ers, pikes, pick handles.

: |
I do not know how tue idga of the parade arose or wnether

anyone other than the 0/C had anything to do with

rganising it. Anyhow, jwe all marched towards Newaarket,

rnen vie got to Coolagﬂ Bridge - sabout 1 mile from

'
I

Newmarket - we metg ueﬁn Loylan. He orderéd the parade

to be dismisrei and t[e members to return hOme Within

t

|

L memw
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Sc
E
thig
|
(Bat
thig

Com;

hole affalr.

!
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; :

few days Sean Loylan hold an 1nvestlbatlon into the

As a result, he dismissed the 0/C (Jerry

nell) and appointed Con T. lurpny to replace him.

charge of the wnit.. ?He

talion 0/C) re the new appointment.

There Was & dibpu;e between the members ahout

action and some¢ members approached Seén Hoylan

Arising out of

interview, a fresh e¢lection was held to select a

any 0/C and Jerry Seannell was again slected to take

however, left the district

1

a2 short time later and Con T. Murphy again assumed

the
elec
H owWea

as B

?ommand of the company.

lected. I*4d say tha

his way.

When "the conscrlp
Volunteers were busy
tion Which was due t
ver, we -did not have

he Sinn Féin candida

returned undpposed.

5
1

was

Up tag Jénuary,‘lQ

under the control of

! I

Volunteers., ' There were
t
brigade.

lhe ares Was now cons

As %
deci
|

%l 8

l
ded to QQVlde 13 ﬁnt

of Cork 11 Brigade. Th

#rigade werel:

Fermcy?

During 1918 all arms in the area not already

| by Volunteers or members of their families were

t about 30/LC shotguns were got

Flon period had passed
organising for the general

o take place in Deceumber, 1918.
too much work to de in this area

te - Paudeen 0O'"Keeffe - was

19, the whole of County Cork
the 0/C Cork Brigade, Irish
about 20 battalions in the

Qur battalion|was the 19th (Newmariet).

idered too large, it wes

9% brigades to Be numbered 1,

nd 111. . Ehe Hewparitet Battalioﬂ nov became a unit

g lother pattalions,K in the new

| ;
qllow, Kanturk, Charleville,
. [




%

[
- . |
Millstreet, CastletﬁwarocTe. The officers of the new
; I

brigade werq;

L o/ C

: - Ligm Lynch, Fermoy.

i Vice 0/C - Dan Hegarty, Mallow.
i Adjt.- To@ Barry, Gleaworth.
b Q/n - George Power, Fermoy.

A1l Volunteers were busy organising and collecting
the D&il Eireann Loan inthe summer of 1919. Nearly

l '

eveny household in the district contributed to this loan.
|

?he remainder of thé year passed without any event cf
impcrtance in £he areﬁ, galthough I think that Seén.
OtSullivan, Cork City, spent & few days in tpe aresa,
quring which he put sbme |of the company officers in the

areg through a course of {training at Toureen. I did
. 1

Tot take part lin thisico%rse. |
| }

l The first major activity in the cowmpany area

took place at Easte;,'l9%0, when a large number of members
of the company'were engaied in the destruction of
Glashakinleen evacuat;d R.I.C. post. This operation was
carried out in accordance with a general order issued

by G.H.Q. ng memﬁefs of the unit were accidentally
burred on this job - Con|T. Lubphy and Charlie Reilly.
fhey recovered after kreatment in hospital.

Towards. the an§ off July, 1920, a numbar of

embers of the:company travelled to Newmarket to take part

—_— -

—

They| travelled| on a

|

?atrol daid ﬁot pass ,throyzh the selected position on
' |

¢ither occasion. Amongdt thos2 wLo took part were:
! '

N attac% on a,cIrFew patrol which operated there.

leagt two occasions, but the enemy

| e I
?an Flynn (With2ss)) .Jim|Gashian, Mick Callaghan, John
1 ‘ l

Jurghy, Jerd: ﬁulcahy;anilJim Riordan.
1

| i




2aT

the

It

Ball

in
rep

+]
e

nd

OV

&

Tlr

due

ano

Lray
cycl

T.Tall

Ia

Her

!
on

Aboy

drmed with ﬁif

5ho

rei

the

10t

sRig o}t

otner

~Norm%1 drilline a

1

1‘l

wih

-

y in October, 39}
l

nd

Kiskeam“cdmpany

gok part in an ahbush

yarochene near Kantul

h, 1920, I received a

1

i
1!

' o

fiskeam about 8 p.m. 4
|

rted as instructed aj

A

23
|

G

Dan Guiney (Kis * m)
nihan, Johy Jones @nd

eady assembled thefe.

to report‘to Corrley |

gt 10 p.m., The oihe

o \
relling By thorse and
e, On the waﬁ‘hy |

1 o
. the greater portion

id not reach Droumina

T

anad

¢ I met Liam Lynch,

. Wunam, |tdgethed it
E

men from X

!

led ahead

mn and the

nad traﬁel

ival the wnole party i

- - 1 |
cted at ‘Ballydréchand

the Kanturk-Newmarket

1t 8 a.m. ; The membe

tzuns. 'On

d -on Lallow
1sh but I ﬁ

d
Tiith lth

!
|

he exc

-

ushing

aAFio;
two I
!
part

read by ifel

raembe of the

!
s

|
rrigle until nearly

rnie O'"lalley,

(Ua

|
|
training contiﬂued until

h & number of other menbers of

some men from-Klnghllllamstown

of a military convoy at
K. On the evening of October
message from Jim Riordan to be

-

tnd to bring my shotgun. L
nd found Jim Cashman, Jim Riordan
as well as Tom Herlihy, kanus
Dan Lucey (Kingwilliamstown)
that
’p\
Lenihan's, Dromminarrigle at

I then learned we ware

r members of the partiy vere.
cor but I decided %o travel by

hilke broke down and I had to

f a

Ol

3

the way. A result,

I a.m.
Se&én woylan,

- the members of t@e Brigade
(iskeam and Kingwilliamstown

»

L me. Shortly after my

hovad off on foot to the position

b .
¥

about 1 mile from Kanturk

road. We reached the position

rs of the Brigade Column wWere

?ther megibers of ﬁhe party had

btehkiss guns'captpred‘in the

barracks was alsc used in this

wno handled tThe gun.

h' af the men who vwers Lo block

'srm carts into the rOdeay, all

i
l
&
; | :
¥y took up positions behind the
| |

\
\
!

s
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bt

K|

|

H

|
roadside fence north Ff o

| |
over a distJnce of about

of road west of a b@qd at

H

H i

l ,
of The selected site. E

at our end of the pOSltl
%he road, It was from t
that the carts were to be
the lapproach of the onem

road bloc&1ng‘30b Was‘lef

|
Tom|Heriihy and another,

this position. Ernie 0!

1
;

road to the east where ti
&nd |from where the straiZ
énf;laded. . :. |

About 10 a.m. the!

at the eastern end of our

carts. At the same ‘tim
by all sections. The d
volley and the lorry col%

' )
carts and a milk car whic
]

! .
of the ambush position ju

‘ 6. .
L |

he road. They were extended

|

200 yards on a sﬂralght stretch

the Kanturk end;oﬂ the position.’

o0 :
T was in position béside|Sefn Moylan &t the western end

here was a disused farmhouse

n but on the opposite side of
he entrance to this farmhouse
pushed to block the road when
lorry was signalled. The

t to Dan Guiney, Dan Lucey,

Liam Lynch was, I think, at
Malley was at the bend of the
e Hotchkiss gun was situated

ht stretch of road could be

enemy lorry drove round the bend

position into the straight.

The |[party at the farmhouie.immediately pushed out two

fire was opened on the lorry
iver was killed by the opening
ided with the barricade of

h was inside the western end

st as the enemy lorry came into

view, The military who,were not wounded by the opening

burst of fire 'jumped ocut

iorry. Theyireplied to
[, |

and took cover beneath the

our fire but were forced to

svacuate their position by a burst of fire from the

?otchkiss gun |at the bend
and jour party moved on t?

huip

the |larms and Ammunitibn o
|
2 revolvers'and a f9w\

il

Enemy casualties wepre), I

|

. The enemy then surrendered
the road, where we collected

f the enemy. We, got 8 rifles,

dred rounds of amhunition.

fhink, cne kllled and nearly

1
|
|
i
t
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hnd

Pr01

{N ere

3 .
rrange for other Volunte

the othﬁrs wouh

all membe
!
minarrigle..

ﬁs of
_The Ki

then ordered tﬁuiet

mhap'night for any dﬁty

{
With Jim Riordan,

o

el

TR T ok

1T

O

afte

camp

Poy

4
-

Rocl

Jim Ca

iskeam, where we arr
‘ ‘

repoOTt for-&uﬁy tha&unig
: i

. ; .
ief party Whose names

I ﬁ

cary and John Joe Murj
There was very 1il
2r Christmas, 1920,
lan was: 1n|chargéhand

e .

b was set ﬂp in the ba

|
' |
| i
lThe lorry Was't@en set on fire
! :
R.A, party withdrew to

[ |
skeam and Kingwilliamstown men

-

hrn to their home‘aréas and to
cers to report to broumlnarrlgle
for which they mlght be required.
shiman and Dan Guiney I returned
anged for replacements to

1t.  The only meﬂbers of the
I can recollect ére Jack
Jhy. \

ttle activity in the area until
1t e2arly in December a training

ttalion area 'at Toureen. Seén

the Training Offler was Tom

The camp continued for about 10 days, during

#hich those attending go? an exnaustive course in the

cot

- g —O—

pos
of ¢

%orc

route to be followed

?
cam

|
Riop

| .
Curi

COoLy

of I

Rocl

rOZ

"
:

1t

are and use of arms,

1tions.

trdlnln" in the principles of

1ting, the use of covs
In addibion
~rosu—counﬁrv nlﬁht m

ls were u ed tonards

J
was attended by Jim!
dan, Denis Galvin, C

-in, Con T. Murphy, J¢

I

!
Early in Jan#ayy,

mn and on January 15

tn ing i1

..

Howev

vilitary avell

1
&

cchapel road.,

Iha

i tion we a rece%;e&
ng' ho

iy were collecti:

i

L+ and the selection of ambush
: .
we were put through & course

1rehes, during which many hard

the dfficers who selected the

s far as I egn recollect, this

Cashman, Dan Brown, Jim

»n Morley, Dan Vaughan, Se&n Og

srry Keane and myself.

: ]
i V
i

1921, I joined the battalion
b1 We.attemptéd t¢' ambush a2 party

N, lerries on the Newmarkaet-

|

2, before the convoy . reached our

|
word from Newmarket that the

1

aFages in theztown|to take along

! 1




oIl

whes

IKj.n{
t
o)

|

'S
L

hre

rut-

higl

MmO
?olu
boy
othe
Kis}

Sect

Lam§ along @e

f January 27th, 195).

Lhe jourpey, so when

had to.lall

I was With the Ba

» we took up pos%ﬁﬁon

b 111 iams town (néﬁ Ba!

>ugﬁout thq day, duri
the enenmy did not pa
1t in the érea aﬁﬁ re
ing about '9.30 4.m.

i present were: ' De;

[
L

lan, Dave McAuliffe,
!
Ty, There were in

ream and Kingwilliams

the conveoy of:thr4e lorries
1

W then to pass through.

ttalion Column under Seln Moylan

-

5 on the Castieisland -
Liydeswond) road on the morning
We remained in position

hg which it rained all the time,
55, Tle retired to billets that
suied our positions nexy

Amongst theimembers of the

nis Galvin, Dan Vaughan, Bill
beSn Healy, Con liorley and' two
hddition a number of men from

Lown Companies as follows:

Guinéy,.Jéhn C.. Murp

John Jones (Kingwill

mmn had rifles.

manned by :Bill lioylai
! P

The atﬂacking pari
1 ‘

i&mstown).

.1 companies were armed with shotguns, while the

In addition,

Lions pléced as féllows:

vy, John D, O'Connor, Owen Daly,

s G
J. Cronin,) Jack'ﬁeary and Dan Flynn (Kiskeam) ;
|Herlihy, Dan Fitzger%ld, Con Finucarne Martinumurﬁhy

All members of the

there was & Hotchklss

n and Seén Healy.

by was divided into three

road was a section of about 6

fa) South of the ]
riflemen.

"suitable cover.

i
(b) Tne

I wag with this p:
Dan Vayghan.

HOtClK&SS

(¢) The
aly, was ol

SeaniHe

b

They were using as cover some loose
rocks and large stones as there wasi no other

This party were extended over

a distdnce of abopt L0 vards.

shot’qhme_ from the local companies, to
the number of about a dozen, were on high ground
to the north' of the road behind a sod fence.

They were within &

bout 20 yards of the road.
hrty, which was in charge of

i !
gun, manned by Bill Moylan and

i the south side of the road




bend ‘wh
streteh to tmegwe%t which they were able to
enfilade. Seén
operatlon

.
| 5-
:‘

but a?out Lo|yards|further easﬁ tiianr the riflemen
at (d

This| se¢tion were on the pdge of a small
ich eI bled them to see along the straight

nr

loylan, who was in charge of the

was ini{position with this section.

Sometlme after midday the scouts in position to

the [west 51cndlled the approach of two cars. The

leading car@drove i@ﬂp the position, but just as it

i !

eached a poeint abo?q‘50 yards from the pOSlthﬂ ‘held

py the machine-gun ﬁarty the driver saw the trench,whlch

|
[

had |been cut in the'foadway. He first attempted to putb

on speed buﬁ ﬁhen cﬁangeﬂ his mind, as| he apparently

camé to the odnclusion that he could not get the cer

Cfo

across the trench. i He

surrender.

:ar*also halt

the road51de fences

%Hﬁy

then opened fire, The

pulled up the car~and the second

immediately opened fire, at the

sameg time 1umﬂlng from tTelr cars and .taking cover behlnd

All sections of tne!ambusb party

scrap went on for aboutl 50

ninuytes and ‘the ene?y then shouted that they would

A1l secﬁ;ono,of,our men excepm the Hotchkiss

gun [crew then [left their|positions and cam? on to the

{

road. We found that' all members of the enemy convoy

|
were wounded,

They included Divisional Comnisgsioner

Holmes, R.I. C.M wWho :Was qerlouslj Wounded It was

then dlscovered that one men had been kllled - he was, -

|
jol

=

e was heldqup
car, He WTS

rospital. .

50 We had to take-cover

‘i’
z
; 4e found that it was: driven by a school inspector.
|
H

I think, tne @rlver|of the leading car, While

| -
ecting-ﬁhﬂ enemg arms and looking after the wounded

omg of our scouts reported the approach of another car

!
gain, but when this car arrived

and,thﬁ wounded men were loaded on to his

|
;1 |

then'ordercd to take them tolthe nearest

;
|




Lighthouse. e had
heard several volleyé.of

King

forg

lorﬁies. Tle took up po
l ; B
but |the enemy convoy mov

stil

|
i

|

When

Ly

The

he

?ebi
Cars
sece
with

Wity

?iscovered_that thelsﬁooﬂ

ong

ing

whol

Wher

]

compy

irrived from Tralee in s§

se

f £ 1]

L T2 8

o b

ngza

following houses:; th

t séven pifl

We g?
énpem
I
red D]

ley revolver: as
; .

s which ﬁa% dama

drew towards Kihgwili

o111}
,"

P I B :
rwilliamstown. It was now about 3 p.m.

| 1o.
- e

{ .

I

8s, & repeating sh

| |

01t of thils scrap.

|
y,our fire, was

One of the

Bufned. . The

lnd car was driven away. by Bill Moylan and Sefn Healy

\ the Hotchkiss gun, -Wnile the remainder of us

liamstown and ithen north to

r reached thi§ areca when we
i .

shots from the direction of

We Iatef

ting had been done by a strong

1 shooting.

anieS'wﬁre orde%ea ta

1 1
members ofi the columr

On the day leloWj

o

4 o
cond party| arrived arn

ce owned by Tim 0"Sul

as callgd.upon

i the
1
Ok
|

fulltia[le g

British on|any

s}

eing available th

ced nearly

L

g of mi;itarf who, had come out from Tralee in 17

itions in the Lighthouse area

otgun and a L5

]
1

=

grocery shop of m. McAuliffe.

1d

P/ F

e ocecasions.:

off towards!Knocknagree,

Tbe% mist have thought that we had

that wey but we Were at the opposite side of |

williamstown - go:they were. moving away from ﬁs,.
it was clear that the enemy had mﬁved off, our

e company withdreﬁ to some housés in the area,

e we had.rgfresﬁméntﬁ,and then we of the local

) return to our home areas.

L‘moved to new billets.

ng this ambush British militery

véral lorries and set fire to

drapery shop of Tim Vaughen;
Aboutia week later

désﬁroyed the local Post

livan.

Lol S '
From February to iay, 1921, I moved about the

b?t Je failed@ to make contact with

" )
I? addition

: |

column when' reguired, I was

the destruchioniof enemy lines
; !
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me

1,
i1l

up.

and! blocking roads..
; f

Bridge. There Werpﬁ in

A
|

L]

|
! !\

.
Lo

'
1
'
t t

The ensmy carried

the night of May 15th
L

2

: [ .1 i - L3 . ! 3
n Kiskeam district and

! ﬁ } il.
! 1
|

|
] | yls l . | ‘ ] ; .
communication| digginle trenches, d@molﬁshlng bridges
. t . .
i Whiille engaged on these activities

I was unlucgy enough 'to imiss the messenger sent to call

t

For the Cl@nbanip enzagenent. - During this period
} : |
four bridges.were degtroved in the area, viz. Lisrobin

[
o 1 . oA, - F . .
Briflge, Knockrourke Bridpe, Clamper Bridge, Kiskeam

- c Lo
addition, gix trenches

which had to be con%%nually kept openias the enemy, When

the area, were commandeering civilians to fill them

out & big round-up in the area
1

1321, and early next morning.

49 capture& with|the Brigade 0/C (Sean loylan).

|enemy party detrucked some considerable distance

moved In across couniry on

t under cover of ‘darkness. I was removed to Kanturk

Tilitary post,’ then to Cork, Spike Islénd, and

Str

and

-da Thompson gun[ I was i
h . 1}

Har

gua

ty

the

mat

of'

at MRllow military barrac

Ky rank at tﬂelTr
ength of th% Kiskeam C

i
A

On redease friom Be

: | .
Wwas sentht? a caup at

ly in Janﬁary, 1922, T
| g o
rd duty at Quartertown

British,j In Feﬁ%u&r

' 0
tevant baprucks,:w?ere

| N

the'civilawér._ Havin

g1ly to Bere Island, where I was interned until the

sendral release of internees in December, 1921.
. 1 .

ce - Volunteepr and Column member.

)

ompany - about 140.

re Island I rejoined my unit
Freemount to learn how to use

n this camp for about 10 days.
' i
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