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STATEMERT BY JAIZS HICKEY,

wain St., Millstreet, Co. Ccrk.

I was born in HMillstreet on June 29th, 1889, and
mas educated at Hillstrset Hational Schcol until T
reached the age of 15 years. I then went to serve my

time as a blacksmith with my futher.

The first national movement with <“hich I became
associated was the Gaelic Leazue. I was one of the
founder members when a branch was established in
Eillstreet about 1912. Other memobers wers Mick CO'Riordan,
Con lieaney, Jim Buckley, Molly Tucker, Dan Enright, Mary
cickey, Tom Gfiffin, Kathleen Tucxer, Jerh. bresnihan,
Lena Hickey, -Kathleen Manley, Julia Sullivan, Jerh.
Twomey, John and Phil Dennehy, Ellie Regan, Jern.
EcSweerey, Dan Leary, Andy HYickey, Ccn lurphy, Denis
¥aniey, Kichael Hickey, 2rian keSweeney, Tm., CG'Riordan
and Pat Griffin. The teacher was Liam Buckley. vie had
Irish classes cne nizht éach week and there was also

Irish cdancing. The membership of the Gaelic League

about this time was in the neighbourhoocd of 2=.

Wihen the Irish Volunteers were formed in KHillstree
early in 1914 I became & member. I cannot recollect whe

the officers were or the names of any of the wembers.

I left Killstreet late 1n 191!, and wert to work
1n Charleville where I joined the unit tners. I reaeumber
that Capt. Telbet Crosbie arrived there to address a
parade some time after the outbreeck of the 191)1-18 war.
He appealed to the members to unite with thne Ulster

Voluntears to dafend the ccasts of Ireland. As I did



nct agree with this policy which appeared to use the
Irish Volunteers to hold Ireland for Grzat Britain, I
nrotested and left the meeting. Being the only vocal
dissenter, I'x afraid I was lcoked uron by the peopnle.
and Volunteers in Chaerleville as not quite rignt in the
heed and one who was seeking novoriety. At thls time

I owned & single shot rifle and abovt 10C rounds of
amrunition, wnich I had procured before I left kiillstreev

and wnieh to me appeared te be the first esseatial if

the Irish Volunteers vere in earnest.

Barly in 1915 I X=ft Charleville for Cork City,
where I rejcined the Yoluntsers at Sheares St. 1 cannot
remember the name of the company to #hich I ™as attached
or the names of the company oificers. I joxned the I.R.B.
while in Cork. I was sworn 1n at Red Abbey St. but 1

e tnere.,

=

do not know the name of the man who was 1in char
I continued to serve with my uanit in Cork City untail the
and of the summer of 191%5, when I returaed to Hillstreet.
I then rejoined the unit there when Con Mezney was 0/C.
Other members of the unit were Denis Kelliher, Con
weaney {(Big). The unit then had two single shot rifles
and about 20C rounds of ammunition. The other membars

had shotguns.

On Baster Sunday morning 1916 the company was to
march to Carriganima to meet the kacroom continzent, but
whnen the countermandanz order was published there was no

parede,

-

Cn Easter Monday morning I cycled to Cork City
te try to contact the leaders there - Tombs MacCurtain
L

and Terry MacSwiney - but I failed to do so. However,

T met Sein Sullivan and Tadhg Barry bub they couid give ne



no information. Trey knew at the time that they were
fizhting ir Dublin, but they had nc instructions to give

me beyondi saying that we should 'stand to' ani avoild
arrest. I then returned to killstreet and with the others
remained out during Easter Weeit. Ve bilieted 1n a

disused nouse at Priests" Cross, Drishane. Amonzst

==

those who were out during the wesk were: CJon ieansy (Sonny)

Hick O'Riordan and Jim 3Zickey (witness).

I thank I should record particulars of an
incident wnich occurred on Easter Sunday night. About
11.30 p.m. that night a despatch arrived froaa Rathmore
for transmission to Con Meaney (Sonny) - 0O/C Millstreet.
The despatceh was handed to a young brother of mine - Danny -
Wwno was =z dispatch rider. He did not know the country
too well and he lost his way in the dark and mislaid the
despatch. 7hen he returned he was unabls to explain
what happened the despaten anéd he anpeared to nave fallsan
fres his bicycle. It lager transpired that he was
subject to fits and the explanaticn appears to be that -
he got a fit on this occasion. It was never ascertained
What the message from Rathwmore referred to, but possibly
1t haed to do with the off'icial cancellation of the

manceuvres fixed for Baster Sunday.

Barly in the wesk following the surrender in Dunlin
we returned home from Priests' Cross, but we were
vigilant and endeavoursed to evade arrest. A& party of
R.I.C. and military raided my home but I escaped.
The following were arrested: Jerh. O'Ricrdan {(an old
Fenian), HMick O'Riordan (his son), Paddy Sullivan,
Jerry Twomey and my brother (John Hickey). A1l were

deported to Frongoch. Kick O'Riordan was released



after a few weeks but the others were detained until
the general release of internces at the end of the year
(1918). I was 'on the run' from Easter Week until the

genersal release.

The recrganisation of the Irish Volunteers was
undertaken early in 1917. At this time most of the
members were from the rural area. The 0/C was Con
lieaney (Sonny), while some of the pioneer members vere
Mick O'Riordan, Jerh. Crowley, Wm. C'Riordan (despatch
rider), Jack Zegan, "FHeilus" Healy, Denis Healy,
Jimmie Hickey, Tim Healy and Con Callaghan. The

strength was atout 15.

The usual close order drill was the only activity
at parades - usually held in the surrounding country -
at this time. Wleckly subscriptions of 24 or »d were

collected for the arms' fund.

The organisation of the Irish Volunteers went
hand in hand with the progress of the political wing
of ihe Republican movement - Sinn Féain. This organisation
was composed wmainly of Volunteers and members of their
families. All recruits to the Volunteers at this
reriod were usually vetted by the officers of the unit

before teing accepted.

There *as no unusual activaty during the year 1917.
The Volunteers were mainly engaged in corganisation work
anc in selecting new recrults. The strenzth of the
company had increased to about 6G towards the end of the
year. T tkank that it was at this time that HMillstreet
Battalion was formed from the companies in the surrounding

area. The companies in the battalion were: Killstrest,
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Oriskane, Rathcoole, Kilcorney, Rathdwvane, Derrynagree,
Culien and Dooneen. The first officers of the battalion

were:

0/C - Con (Sonny) Heaney
Vice ¢/C - Denis O'Brien
Ad3t.- Jerh. Crowley
§/kE - Denis Kelliher,

When conscription was threatiened in the spring
cf 1918 the PRedmordite party approached the 0/C ("Sonny"
Heaney) seeking ini'ormation about the plans of thé )
Volunteers in thils emerzency. He informed them that
he could not disclose the plans, but the Hedmondite
leaders in the dastrict advised ell their members of
military age to Join the Volunteers. As a rasuvit
the strength of the company rose to 13C or so. There
vas no change in officers. 411 guns in the area were
collected now. They were surrendered voluntarily
by the holders, who vere mainly farmers. We now had
about L0 shotguns with 3C0 rounds of ammunition, in
addition to the two single shot rifles and ammucition
which were the propasrty of Coa Meaney and myself.
£1]1 shotzun cartridges held were reloaded with buckshot.
ithen the conseription scare had passed, a large nuaber
of the new recruits fell away but meny rema2ined on to
give good service. The strength of the company was in
the neighbtouricod of 1GC. Tne ofificers of the cowpany -
following the appointment of Con Heaney as Battelion C/C -
were:

0/C - ¥iex O'Riordan
1st Lt.- Jimmie Hickey
2nd Lt.- Jack Regan.

There was no activity in the area in connection

#ith the general eiection in December, 1918, 25 the Sinn



Féin cendidate - Dan Corkerr I think was returnied
Y.

winopnosed,

In January, 1919, Cork 11 Brxzade was fcrized,
as Cork Brigade of about 20 battalicns was considered tco
unwieldy. Cork 11 Brigede embraced sevan battalions,
which covered the area of ilorth Cork from the Weterford
boréder near Fermoy to Kerry border at Millstreet. The
battalions in thz brizade wers: lillstreet, Formoy,
Mallow, Kanturk, Newrmarkst, Charleville and Castletowaroche.

The bricade offic2rs were:

0/C - Liam Lynch, Fervioy.
Vice O/C - Dan Regzrty, kallow.
AGt.- Tom Parry, Glanworil:.

.; - -~ -y 3
QL1 - Georas Fower, Fermnoy.

Cork 111 Brigade, #rich embraced West Cork area, was also

set up at this time.

During 1919 and eariy 1920 there was very little
teyond rormal training snd parades. Classes 1in
signalling and scouling were held and treining was
tecoring slizhtly more advanced. Ocecasionally field
exercises were organised in which the whole or sections
of the battslion took part. These were carried out with
a view to belping the men on perade to lrarn hov toO
make the best use of cover. In addition, nearly every

company had a .22 rifle, which gave the members an

-

oprortunity of having some lLarget practice.

There was no activity in lillstreet Company area
following G.E.Q. gerneral order cf EBaster 1920 re
destruction of evacuated enemy postis. The only

evacuated post in the area was Rathcoole R.I.C. barracks

and this was destroyed by the mermbers of Rathcoole Company.



Whar: the Bragade Column was fcormed in September,
1920, Millstreet Battalion was revresented on same by
Paddy Healy and Sedn Healy.  Both these men drove motor
cars whicn removed the capiured arus and stores from
Lallow liilitavy Barracks on Septermber 28th, 1920. They
also took part in all column engagements throughout the
brizade area 1n which the Brizade Column or nany cof the

individual battalion columns were engaged.

Following the capture of Kallow Barracks
the Brizade Column carrisd out a successful ainbush of a
military party in the vicinity of Kanturk on October 1llith,

1920,

They later moved into the Millstreet area during
Niovember, and on the night of November 2Z2nd, 1920, they
moved into Killstreet with the intention of zttacking the
Black and Tans who were stationed there. The column
was. assisted by a number of members of the local company
who were acting as scouts. 511 secticns took up
positions about € n.m. (I think). The menmbers of the
Brigade Column were distributed over positions at the

kiarket Yard, Fair Field and Green's Lane.

With Paddy KMcCarthy, Tom Coughlaen, - Kennedy
of the Brigade Coluwmn, I was acting as scout atv Greea's
Lane on the right-hand side of the kain St. facang kiallow.
I was accompanied by "Neilus" Healy. The mewbers cof the
colurin onened fire on‘an R.I.C. man and a Slack and Tan
wno passed the end of the laneway. We all then dashted
scross the MNain St. to Mill Lane, which was almost
directly oppos ite Green's lane. Wie were now in a

position to cover Kill Lane and LIill Road. Wle remained

in this pesition for at least 13 hours after firing nad



ceased. At this stage Faddy lcCarthy suvzgested that
there was little lakelihood of any more activity

and "Neilus" Healy proceeded to the junction of Mill ILane
with ilzain St. to have a look round. As he reached ths
Junction he noticed two pecple leaving Nicholson's
rublichcuse a2t the opposite side of the street. fle
returned immediately aﬂgfieported accordingly. Ve wiere
then about 20 feet from Main S5t., and as the message was
being conveyed by "Neilus" Healy a shot rang out and
Paddy HMcCarthy dropped. He had been shot through the
head and vas killed outright. The Tan who fared the
shot dashed for the R.I.C. barracks and escaped. I then
picked up Paddy HMcCarthy's rifle and we removed nis body
tc the rear. I then ent to report ithe nosition to the

Column 0/C (George Fower).

I was then sent to make contact with the Brigade
0/C (Liam Lynch) at Lombardstorn and to report what
nappened. I cycled to Lombardstosn wnere I met hed
Murphy, who took me to Liam Lynch. When I had reported
we both cycled back to HMillstreet arsa, wnere we made
contact with the members of the Brigede Column wnc were
standing guard over tne body of Paddy LizCarthy where he

was "“waking" at Owen Sullivan'ts, Gurtnavehy.

With all the other locals who were engaged in the
Lillstreet job, I went'on the ruvn' from this date. We
formed the nucleus of a tettalion column from, as Jar
as I can remember, the following: Lick (G'Riordan,
®m. O'Riordan (his brother), "Nealus" Healy, Con (Sonny)
I’'zaney, Con Meaney (Big), and Jimmie Hickey (witness).
There were also a number of others. Con Meaney (Sonny)

was in cherge.



This column went into training in the Kilcorney
and Rathcoole areas and after a few weexs were lying in
girhush in various positions throughout the arez on a
numbar of occasions but failed to meke contact with the
ereny., Cn a few occasions we took up positions in the
town of Killstreet at aignt but met Wwith no success.
This column - to the number of abtout a dezen - witihh the
excertion of two uwho were armed with single shot rifles,
had shotguns. This type of activity continued over

Christmras and into the Wew Year, In addition, we were

O]

nzaged with members of the local companies in the work

EBarly in February it was decidad to ambush the
evening train which passad between lallow and Tralcse
szcli evening about 8 p.m, It was reported that this
train occasionally carried a partyv of British military.
The column tockK up 4 position on the reilway embaniment
about 1} milss on the Mellow side of HMillstreet station
about a week bhefore Februasry llth, 1921. Duringz the
period to this date the nigntly watch was 1n vain
as tnere ware no enemy forces on the trains when tney
passed through our position. In the pericd uvo to and
including February 10th, 1921, the column had witndrawn
te biilets without firins a shot. I should have
mentioned that, in zdditicn to tiie main tody at tne
ambush position, there were two I.R.A. men on duty at
Millstreat railway station and a similar number at

1ich the

=
T

Ratheoole, These wers the stations beiween @
ambush position had been preparsd. The duty of the men

at these stations wes %o board the engine 1f there were



troops on the train. Tney further had instructions

to signal by blowinz the whistle on the engine <t a
certain point if they were om the trzin. Thers were also
two men with red lamps just beyond the extreme ends of the
ambush position to signal to the driver wners to stop.

The men at Millstreeb station were Sein Buckley and Pat

Joe Hickey - bhoth [rom DRocneen Company. The men &t

()

Rathcoole staticn wers Dan Coakley and Jack O'Keeffe,
while the msn with tne red lamps were Tom Croviley
(lirtllstreet end) and ¥Wm, Kellirer {("The Kaiser") at the
fathcoole end. The reaaindsr of the column vere
extended over & distance of abtout >0 yards on both sides
of the raiiway and on the high embankment overliooking the

train.

On the night of February 1llth about 8 p.m.
the trairn from Rathcoole whistled at the railway arch
as it approached our position. This indicated that the
enemy party was cn beard, Tom Crowliey immediately

went on to the railway line with his red lamp and

0

i
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nalled to the approaching train driver to halg.

h
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topped at the selected position and the

L

ritish party wes celled on to surrender. There was no

reply and fire was immediately opened by our party and

{

replied to by the eneny. The exchange of Iire lasted
ﬁbout ten to faifteen ninutes ani thie enemy then
surrendered. All members of the ambush party then came
on the railway and ordered the enemy to asseuble on one
sids of the train. Wihen 211 had been rounded up it

was found that one of their party had bsen killed and
several wounded. We then collected our booty - 1l rafles

and a good supply of camunition - and withdrew to

Kilcorney area where we billeted. In addition to those
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already mentionsd, the men who bvook part in thls
engagement were, as far as I can recoliect, Con leaney
(Sonny), Con leaney (Big), Jerh. Crowley, "Neilus" Healy,

Denis Hickey, Jerome Buckley, Wm. Riordan, Mick Riordan,

ny1an" Galvin and Seén Reid.

Te now had a stock of rifles and ammvnition and
ve continued our effcorts to wake contact with the enemy
10 our own area, but With no result. However, wnile
we were billeted et Lackadota on the morning of March 5th,
1921, word was received about 4 a.m. that we were to
report to Clonbanin vwithout delay. We immediately left
our villets aad travelled by car and on foot to Cloabanin,
where we met the members of the Charleville, Tewnmarket
and Kerry 11 Brigade Columns. They were moving into
position whern we arrived about 9.5C &.m. The position

-

salacted was about X mile west of Clonbanin Cross on

the main Mallow-Rillarnsy rocad. Our column was

divided intc two sections. I was one of a sectlon of
six wnho tonX up positions in Shaughressy's haggerd -
soutn of ths road. A machins-gun party Irom the
Newmarkst Column (Liam Hoylan and Denis Jalvin) were also
positioned here, Ve were all behind a sod fence on

high zround about 150 yards from tne road. The members
of the Kerry 11 Brigade Column were on our left (west),
as were the other members of our own column. Cur ren

were armed with the rifles captured in the train ambush

on rebruary llth.

The Lewmarket and Chavrleville Columns were on the
north side of the road. Tnere were z2lso flanxing parties
at each end of the nosition as well as scouts at sultable

spots. & mine was laid 1n the road at the eastern end
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of the position just in front of the machine-gun section.

%

¥fe had only just moved into our positions - it
was nearinzg 10 a.m. - when two lorries of military passed
throuzh the position from the east (Kallow). There was no
further actaivaity until about 2 p.m., when the approach of

an enemy convoy l'rom the west was signalled by our scouts.
As far as T can recollect, the coavoy consisted of two
lorries, a private car and an armoured car, followed by
another lorry. As the leading lorry reached our
position at the eastern end the signal to open fire was
glven. The leading lorry managed tc get througn,

but the second lcrry and pravaete car were disabled by

the opening burst of fire from the machine-gun

and the armoured car got ditcned in an attempt to pass
the disabled transport in front. The party in the
leading lorry, under cover of a farmhouse beyona the
eastern end of the position, were pourine h=avy fire cn
our positior, while ths crew of the arioured car were
sti1ll able to operdate their machine-gun effectively.

The enemry in the cherllorries, wno escaped the opening
fire, took cover behaird Ehe roadside fences and continued
to reply to our fire, The fighting went on for about

2 hours and we were eventually forced to evacuate our
pocsitions eand break off the enzagement as thers was no
rope of silencing the guns of the armcured car. When

we withdrew from our position we moved with Kerry 11
Brigade Column to Cullen area, where we billeted. The
rmembers of the Charleville and Newraritet Ccluinns moved
off towards their home daistricts. The enemy lost their
Brizade O/C - General Cummings - and, I believe, li others
in the engagement, while they also had a largze nunber

wounded, The T.R.A. n:d no casudalties. The combined
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I.R.A. forces were, I believe, under the commnd of Sedn

Moy lan. The Kerry 11 Column was under Tom kckEllistrim,.

Following this engagement the column continued to
attempt to contact enemy patrols, and on tWwo or three
nights eacn week individual members were enzazed 1n
sniping enseny posts throughout the area. In addition,
the local companies were engaged more or less full tine
keeping the ene2my lines of communication clesed., - Roads
were heing continvally blocked by fellen trees, trenches
and the destruction of bridgss. Cecasionally it was
necessary to supply guards from the coiumn for these
operations, esrescially when they were in close proxamizy
to enemy posts. Activities of this nature continued
until mid June, wnen the coluns were mobllased for

Rathcoole ambush on the night of June 15th, 1921.

T

The zsseubly point was Rathcocle Veced. when we
arrived there early on the morning of June 1Hth, 1921,
we found the colunns Irom Newmarket, kailow, Charleville
and Kanturii alsc assembled there. The combinsd ferce

nunbered about 120 and was in cnarge of Faddy C'Braen

o

(Brigade Vice 0/C).  About 80 were armod with rifles,

wnile the remainder had shnotzuns.

The whole force was divided intc sécticms. There
were from six to eiant men 1n ezch secticn. The ssctions
were extanded over a distance of about 1,200 yards, along
which six mines nad besn lzid at intervals, I think

that all sections were on the southera saide of the

iillztrest-RBanteer road. With five other msubers of the

—

Millstreset Column, I was a member ol « I'lzaking party

bteyond the westerwn end of the ambush pesition proper.



2nind 2 sod fenca akout 2C0 vards ivrom the road
o

2
o
@
I-s
i
o

and atout % mile fror tihe cenire of ihe moin embush
position. Ve were all armed witnh rifles. A%out 1C a.nm.
an enemy convoy of four lorries passed through our
pesition from the west (Millstreet) towards Banteer.

As it was known that the zonvoy usually aede two trips
2ach day, they were alloved to pass through anid they

returned some time aiter mididay.

About 5 p.m. the convey passed through on the
s2cond Journey to Banteer. All this time we had been
unéer cover in Rathweocle flccd, wihich is onn tue road
bstween Drishanbteg 2ad Aathcoole. Wnen the lorries had
passed thr&hgh to Banteer, all sections moved into
tiiear prearranged positions and awaited the return of the
Convoy. I+ was now shortly aflter 3 p.m. and within an
hour we heard an ex»losionn and an outburst of mechine-gun
and rifle fire,. We then ¥knew that the scraé wes on
and we prenared to ettack any epemy forces that might
get through to our position. dowever, although the
fiznt went on for abovt an neur we 4did not see any sizn
of the Br-taish. Jien firing ceased we withdrew to the
rear of Rathcoole Tood, where we received instructions
from Faddéy O0'Erien to return to our billets, The members
of tne flanking party with me were: Wm. 0'Piordan,

-

"Neilus™ Healy, "lhah' Galvin, Wi, Kelliher, Tom Crowley.

e were all armed waith raifies.

Between Jjune 15th and July 1ith, 1921, the coluim

were meinly ergaged 1a sniping enemy posts in the area.

Ky rank at the Truce - 3attalion Engineer,

¥illstreet Battalion, Ccrk 1V Brigesde, I.R.A.
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The strength of the battalion was about 500.

ol

Durang the Truce I tcook part in a Brigade Training
Camp at Knociknagrse, where I underwent a course of
instruction in the use of explosives, the manufacture of
minss, demolition of reilvways and burldings. I cannot
racollect tune name of the officer in charge of the course,
wnich lasted aoout a fortnight. This canrp wds heid
during September, I think. I later attended a more
advanced course at Fermoy, wWhich was visited by the
Director of Zngineering (Rory C'Coanor) during uy stay

tnere. Engineer %training camwps wers reld at Graune

and in other comnany areas up to the end of 1921.

When Killstreet barracks was taken over I wentg
home to wcrk at my trade «s a blacksmith and remeinsd
at my job until I was callad to Battalion and later Brizzade
i.G¢. after tne outbreak of the Crvil Vlar. Duringz the
latter I <woox part in a number of engagements against
Free State forces in Limerici and Cor¥ areas up ¢ the
cease fare. I was arrested on lay 5tn, 1923, and was

aetained in Cork Frison until the gerneral release.

(8eamus 0 h-Iceadha)

¢ \
Date: DVQ&{; & 7@ 2[1,

Witness: <;2C;§;01WTQH$£ (P. O'Donnell)

(Investigator)
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