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Early ain 1914, Tom Walsh, John Moore, Jerry Brosnan,
Jerry 0'Sullivan and I organised the Churchill-Spa Company
of The Irish Volurteers. The company area included Fenit,
Kilfenora, Barrow and Lisodigue. Approximately our strength
would be, in the farst instance, between 50 and 60. The
company officers at tne time were Tom VWalsh, John lloore,
Jerry 0'Sullivan and myself. An honorary officer of the

ompany.was St. John Henry Donovan of Seafieid House. Our
fairst training officer was an ex-British soldier named Dan
Ifartain. He continued training us uatil the outbreak of Vorld
VWar I, vhen he was called up off the Peserve. OCur nrext
structor was also an ex-Cratish soldier v'ho ms not a
reservist. His name:-as Paddy licCarthiw. In about 1915 he
Joined the Britisn army and irent off.

Vinea the splait in the Volunteers occurred in September
191t , our company remained loycl te the provisiornal ccrmmittee.
In or a2bout this time St. John Henry Donovan was 1n London
and he appeared i1n the public gallery in the House of Commons

vearing Volunteer officer's uniform. This created a miid
sensation and was corrented on in tne Irish papers.

Aibecut the middle of 191% when Paddy licCarthy rejolined
the Bratish army and went away to TFrance, we, the officers,
had sufficient training ané with the use of manuals contigued
training the cowpany. Inadditionr to the ordinary ¢rillaing,

instruction in Ln

D

use of arms, etc., we held field exercises
and manceuvres of various kinds. As part of the training,
1t was arranged that companres from the country distracts,
including Ardfert, sbreydorney and our company should attack

Tralee Tom vhich woula e dofended by the Tralee companies.
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surprised tine delenders and ceptured the town. Ve convinuec
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exercises, drilling, etc. witil ke
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016 period. e haed then
very little arms, just a feair double~harrel shnotguns.

Couming tovards 191€ we collected 2ll the arms possable.
We ohtained about tio revolvers. .

Early in 116, there came to Fernit from Dublin ,
Willaer P. Fartridge, & Labour organiser. FEis massion there
wes to crganice the Docl workers in fenitv. He formed a branch

of the Transpor: Uorkers!' Tracn and, during his time there,

cl-

ke addressed anti-recruiting mestings. at tle time the
anti-recruliticg campalzn as pretiy heo. Partridee resained
in the area unt1l the news broks out that Casement was
arrested «ind thne last seen of ham was perforwing the Stations
of the Cross in Tralee oin Good Fradsy;. The next & ccount of
nin wes of his having taken peri in tke Rasairg vith the

Citizen Army in Dublin. He vas aftervards interned ir

itzed & shert tike aftsr has rslease.

jad]

frongeen and he
It is my opinion tnat Partridse was sent dovm bLy James
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Put to ensure that the discharge of the arms Crom the 'aud!
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vould bes earriec cut ef’iciently and mtiiout a4 nit
On Zoly Thursday 1915, I vent back to FeniT and, vhern
1 reacred there, I noticed there was & gcold decl of zsctivaty
around the Coastguard Station vabeching the movements of & shij
which was lyirg off the lizharees, lattle rociy i1slands at the
entrance to Iralee bay. I believe nmyselfi this was the 'Aud!'.
On Good Friday morning there was a good deal of police
and nazval activity 1o Fenit erd 2t ras rumoured that a boat
htd come in at Currahene Svrand near Ardfert. Jack Gildea,
wvho wag & son of the R.I.C. sergeant in Fenit, told me that
his fatner and Captaan Helnes (the ¥aval Base officer in Fenit)

had gone dowm fto ardfert to examine ard 1dentify the boat

“hiael had come 1n. There ware three concerred in the landang:



Casement, llonteith and RBailey. Tney landed at Curranane
Strand in a collzpsible boat from a Geruan submarinec.
Casenent walked up to this little fort near rcKerna's house
and on his way up from the strand the servant girl in
 MeKenna's (Mary Gorman) noticed him a8 a stranger. He canme
intc thke Fort vnere he wa_-ted an hiding. Keantime, Monteitn
had gone to the touwn of Tralee to contact tize Volunteer
Jeaders there and anncunce their arrival. Bailey vent
towards AlLbeydorney -where he ias arrested later in the day.
The 11ttle toat vas coun on the Straxnd and vord was conveyed
to the poiice barracks about the strange little boat on the
strand. So two of the police from Ardfert barracks vent to
Currahane Strand. Reilly ana Clarke were thear names.

On thexrr way down they wvere tcld that a stranger was seen
going into the Iort and, of course, they arrested Casement
in the rfors.

dJowr, we did not knew who the people vere that had
landed, but the rurour was that they were Germans. I saw
Casenent myself on Saturday morning in Tralee when he was
being taken to the train and, looking at the man, I remakked
to my companion that he vas no German.

Thiere was a good deal of naval activity then from the
Fénlt base, such as patrol boats searching tixe bay.

Later in the day (Good Fraday) Austin Stack and Con
Collinz came down to Ardfert to contact Casement not knoviing
that ne had been arrested arnd, of course, they ;ere known
to the police vvho fcllovred therm to find out virat they were
after. lLater on Good Friday, both Stack and Con Collins were
arrested in Tralee and taken to tne barracks.

Vlhen Casement was in ihe F.I.C. barracis he as visited
by one of the Dominican priests. I think 1t vas Father Ryan,
0.P. and Casement made known to him his identity. DBut Father

Ryan dad not disclose this information. I noticed in the
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'Irisn Press' recently a staterment to the effect that Capta%n
Holmes arrested Casement. This 1s not ccrrect. The purpose
of Captain Holmes's visit to ardfert was actuzlly to identify
the type of boat that vas found at Currahase Stirand because
Casement 1ras already in custedy when Holmes came down.

OQur company had not been notified cf the expected landang
of Casement or of the 'Aud' with the arms. Ve had no
mriormation of any kind. Ve suspected that sometning was
happening. But, had information of the landing been 1a our
possession, Casement would not have fallen into enemy hands.

Zarlier in Holy teek ve received orders to mobilise in T
Tralee on Easter Sunday at 12 noon. We mobalised at The Rink
1 Tralee. But after some tine we vere sent home, as the news
came from Dubnlin that MacNe1ll had sent out a counttermanding
order cancelling mobilisations.

Among the Volunteers that mobilised in Tralee on that
Sunday were the company from Dingle who mafched barefooted
32 mi1les and marched back on Monday. The mobilisation for
Haster Sunday was carried out vith fulla rms. It had been
arranged that provisions would be supplied by the Cumann na
mBan.

late on Tuesday of Zaster leek e heard & rumour that a
Rising had taken place in Dublin. I'clloving the Risang
an order vas i1ssued by the Naval Base officer tha% tvo of the
officials of the local branch of the Transport Union, who were
also connected vath the Volunteers, iviere not co be ewployed
and vere actually s ent ashore from a boat tney wvere vorking
&t the time. These men were verry Q'Sullivan and iiartin Collins

Coming tovards 1917 the Volunteers fell away in Fenat.
Being a railvay clerk, I was transferred to Tralee and nere I
Joined a Cycle Corps cof the Volunteers. e kept 1a practice
there until the release of the prisoners in 1217, &t that

time there came to the Tralee area in Xerry the folloving



released prirsoners:- Thowas £sne, Austin Stack, Frark Fahy,
Fionaa Lynch, Faddy Cahill and Paddy Landesrs. A éorchilght
procession et the released prasoners &t Ballynacthomas abcut
wo miles outside Tralee on the Killarney side, and escorted
them 1nto Denny St. 1ii Tralee, 'here they ‘ere accorded a
roising reception ty a large crovd,
Thomas Ashe remained in the Tralee ares for g lev months.
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On the first anniversary of Casenent's execution there was a

—

ested. Volurnszer

e WEaES ar

]

kig relly at tne rerv viherse

O

"
i'r

L]
ct

etc. varcred to 1t.

o
iy

lze, AT

oy

e

0

corpaniles from a1l aroun

~5

A decade of the Rosary was recited from the edge of the Ierc
ty ifacnan Lynch, and an oravion was delaiverec by Thomas Ashe.
sncrily after this, a2she went to Co. Longford and wes arrested
in Ballinalee. e supseguently died as a resull of being
Torcably fed wnile oiz hungerstrize.

AG that bime the Volunteers were re~formed aand reguests
for arms began. austin Stecl got busy i this cormection
and I cane back to wy owrn company area inh Crnurchall,

a1ds ror a @¥ms ard got a large numrber of

b

Ye engaged 1n
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shotguns maarly. Ve ne¢ intensave training and drallaing and
lectures. Sinn Fein Clubs ard the Cunann na »San ‘jere
organised.

In 1918 ar anti-conscriptzon campalsn got the Volunteers
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i1on. Large numbers came into then.
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There ms cn anti-conscriptaicn fund collected at the Church
gates. This fund was interndcd for the purchase of arms to
equlr the Volintesrs, There vas no election in our
constituency, “est Kerry. The sitting 1I.P., the late Ton
O'fcanell, withdrerr frem the costest, and austin 3tack, the

Sirs Fein candidzte, was reiurned unopposed.

ariver in Tralee, died. Hewas givea a milztary funmersl by
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no 1deg that Lynch had been associated with the Volunteers
or any national organisation. We then learned that Lynch
vas a member of the I.R.E. and thatv he nad agreed to take
an engine and vagors on Easler Sunday from Tralee to Fenit
vhere the arms from the 'Aud' would be loaded on 1t and then
drive the train to Limerick wnere the arms would be
distrabuted to varaicus parts of the country.

‘ie are now at the vital period 1919~1920, Following
Ehe establishrment of D41l Hareann in 191¢, the Volunteers
bgcame the Irish Republican Army. The company, on the
iﬁgtructions of the Braigade 0/C., Paddy Can:ll, were paraded
on% night in Churchill and, as far as I remember, it was
Degmond Fitzgerald vho accompanied the Brigade C/C., Paddy
Cahlll, when the latter visited the compery to administer
the oatl.. We vrerc addressed first by Desmond Fitzgerald

|

and?ne told us the purpose of vhat was taking place. He said
this wve had been a Volunteer organisation, but that nov

lie vere entering on a footing vwhich meant that once we zot an
(=)
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order rrom our superior cfficers ve vould be expected to carry
1v qut. lke compary was very strong then and he saxd, before
he adninistered the oath: "If there are any mea in the ranks
whoifeel that they ivould not be ahle to take the Oath of
Allehlance and what 1t entails, 1t would be better for them

|
to sﬁep out of the ranks and their action would not be held
against them" or vords to that effect. Quite a number stepped
out,?mostly marraed nen, and tnrer smainder stood Ast. The
three company officers were,at this time, ilichael lloriarty,
capt aln, myself 1st Lieutenant, and Jerry C'Sullaivan, 2nd
Lieutenant. The ocath vas administered to She three of us
Dy tﬂe Brigade 0/C. ile stcod out in front of the conpany with
our ﬁlght hands raised aad tcox a1t an front of the COL LAY W
Then we adniristered the oath to ther emainder of “ae men.

ile tqoﬁ them in gr_oups. This was called '8' Company, 1st
|



Battalion, Kerry I Brigade.

About the middle of April 1919, the local conmpany carriec
out a reid ror arms on Gortatlea R.I.C. Barracks, in vhich tuc
Volunteers =~ Jonn Browne and Richard ILside - lost their lives
The goarrison consisted of one sergeant and thres constables.
On the n.ght of the raid, the sergeect, vhose name vas Eoyle,
ara Constahle rfallon irere out on patrol. Both of *them were
armed. it appears that the sergeant and constable saw the
Volunteer raiding party and followed tnem, apparently
unnoticed. Vien the patrol reached the bharracks the
Volunteers vere already inside i1t. The sergeant and

constable fired at tne Volunteers through the windcis.
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iteer conmh Broime was chot through the head and died

ocn artervaras. Voluntesr Richard Taide vvas shot througn
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the stomachj; ne was removed to the County Infirmary, Tralese,
vthere he died a day or tvwo later.

About the middle of June the same year, the adjourned
mquest on the two Volunteers was held in Tralee and
Sergeant Boyle and Constable Fallon vere in Tralee to give
evidence. Vhen they were proceeding from the Courthouse
where the inquest was held to the Tralee R.I.C. Barracks
they were ambushed and both of them vere wounded. 45 a
reprisal for this incident, the Bratish authorities declared
Tralee to be a special military area, and to enter or leave
the tovm 1t was necessary to hold a permit vhich vas issued

It

by the local R.I.C. Sergeant outside Tralee, and by the
military autnorities in Tralee at the Town Hall. 41l roads
lecading intc Jralee vere blocked by barricades of sandbags
sorme distance outside the town and these barricades were
manned by scldiers. Everﬁthlng was norm&al for a day or two
and then the R.I.C. 1n Tralee got busy checlking up on
outsiders seen 1n town. As I lived six miles outside Tralee

and cycled inte work eacn day, 1t vas necessary or me to



obtain a permit. I could nowu, approacn the local R.I.C.
sergeant in my area for a permit, so I decided te chance
getting one from the military in Tralee. I called one day at
tize Tovn Hall and, having explained that I require¢ a permit
to travel to and from my wori: each day, & germit was issued
and signea by a Eraitish ofircern, : hs he was avout to
finish the job & Head Constable Kearney arrived in the office
and spoke to the officer, as a result of vhich ne endorsed
my permit "until further orders", I used this permit for
about a veek unvil one morning as I arrived at tihe barricace
I tras confronted by an R.I.C. man ramed icGrath iho took ny

rizat and infermed me that 1t was cancelled. I had to
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turn rome. Iliysell and others so affected planned to enter
the town by devious routes vhich we put into effect, but e
ranr the risk of beaing spotted in tovn with 1ts consequences.
I never went dowmn town from my place 8 employwent during
tiras period. Eventually the barricades were withdraim
ana normal condivions prevailed.
next we started to organise for the collection of the
D411 Loan in the area. There tas an intensive publicity
campalgn, posters, leaflets and all that sort of ihing.
Paddy Paul Fatzgerald, lichael ¥clahon and Mick loriarty and
\
myself carried out a house~to-nouse colilection in the area.

The amount collected was substantizl ard -mas hended over to

44}

Paddy Cz2hi1ll. liany farmers subscribed £10. There were very
fevw refusals.

Hext, D41l Courts vere sei up. There was a Parish Court
set up in our place and three vere picked out as Justices.
They wvere myself, Jim “Walsh and Joim loore. Ve twere svorn
in ¢ the Presbytery Ly the late Father Scanlan. Ee gave us
tne use of the school in Chapeltoin te nold the Courts. I was
Chaarmen of the Court. The Ccurt dealt mainly with cases of

trespass and of publichouses being open after hours.
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Solicitors appeared at tine Courts. In one case a local
snopkeeper sued some custemers for non-payment oI debts. The
Bragish Courts ceased to Function.

Our next a ctavity ivas in connection 'math the attack on
Canp I.R.4. Barracks which was carried oui by the Camp and
Castlegregory Companies. Tie village of Camp 15 sitvated on
the southern side of Tralee Bay opposite to Fenit. It was
thouzght that vhen the attsck started that the garrison in Camp
vould fire Verey lights and as these vould be eclecrly visiule
at Fenit that the R.I.C. 1n Fenit (as all the communicaaons
1n tne Camp and Fenit areas vere to be cut) might attempt to
g0 to Tralee on bacycles to inforn treir H.G..there that Canmp
R,I.C. Barrack was being attacked. OGCur company was instructed

. -
LC Ta

te the necessary steps to prevent this from happening.

1

Or. the night of the attack, having first cut all telephone

vires in the Fenzt area, we occupred an &rnbush pesiation at

Oyster Hall on the main Feait-Tralee road. 1iie remained in

positicn until the attack vwas over, but the police in renit
made no atten:pt to leave thear burrack. I was n charge of
tnis arbush party.

Scme txme after this the Braigade 0/C., Faddy Cahill, asked
me to keep a close vateh on the movementcs of the F.I.C. 1n
Fenit, and alsoc of thie destroyer whzch wvas almest continutlly
at anchor in thke narbour. We wvere already a'iare that the
destroyer used go to Bobh once a month for refuelling and
reprovisioning. It vas Gecided to carry ocut an attacic on Fenit
R.I.C. Barrack the night the destroyer would be in Lobh.

The barrack in Fenit was one of three nouses vhich were together
It was the end one to the road, and was strongly fortified with
loop-holeG steel shutters om ithe windovws, and sandbags. The
garrison was composed of one sergeant, nine constaples and some
Black ard Tens.

It was planned that a bombk vnich Lad been made out of the



10.
box of ¢ cartineel would be fixed to the eave of the barrack.
Riflemen would v ake up positions at the front and rere of
the building and, having evacuated the families - without
arousing any suspicions - from the private houvses adjoining
the barracic, a party vas dctailed to cccupy the house next tc
the barrack and when the attack started to treak a hole in
the dividing wall rith the object of puubing petrol into

the barrack.

Convenient to the barrack was the Coastguward Station
in vhich there was a detachment of Royal Marines. A party
wvas detailed to cover the Ccoastguard Station so as to prevent
the lfarines from coming to the assistarce of tvhe 2.I.C.
Unfortunately, just before tine time planned for tne attack
to commence, the destroyer arrived back in the harbour.

A5 tane plans hed gone so far, 1t was decided to go chead with

g

the attack. It was now necessary to send anotner party to
guard the viaduct from tne pier with instructions to burn
the prer if there vias any danger of tThe Volunteers bheang
overcome by a aumerically superior [orce of llarines vhich
mignt attempt to land frorm the destroyer.

At about 12 midnight fire vas opened from front and rear.

roof

The bomb on the eave or the barracik/was exploded aand,
simultansously, the men in tiie house next docr started to
break the daividinz wall. The attacl: contirnru=d for about
three hours, during vhich time the garrison in the bharrack
put up & spirated fignt, and,althouvgh czlled on several times
to surrender, refused to do so. The destroyer tock part
by [iring some shells and usiag her searchlights to pick out

]

our pPOS1ltlons. IrLhg EArriso

* sent up verey lights. After

about three hours tne attack vvas called off andwe retared,
leaving tihe barrack and the ti7o houses completely destroyed
by fire. The roads wers sufficiently blocked to prevent

reinforcenents rcaching the barrack until about 11 z2.m. She
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followring day. The sergeant and & couple oX mer 1n che
barrack siere wounded, but we suffered no casuvalties. This
atback vas carrisd out by our ¢'m company and sectrons from
the Tralee and Ardfert compdilles

Den Jeffers was in charge of thzs operaticn. The
3ragade C/C. vas aliso present. Abcut 50 tocx part in the
attaclk. I was in charge of a party which vas detaxled to
cut all telephone vires and block all roads in tne area.
Havaing carried out ny task I returned tc Fexnat and took
part in the sg¢tual attack. 1 was wvith the party viazen
attacked the froat of the barraci.

A BSwedish steamer arrived at Fenit about this time with

11 "Tas
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a cargo of grain from South America. Inforn

conveyed to us by one of our spotiers that there were rifles
and ammunition aboard this snip. So a hurried coaference was
called witih the officers and e decided that ve wouldraid the
snip one night for thnas ammu:iition. Six of us took part 1n_
tne raid and my Job tnat parcicular nignt vias nolding the
viaduct in case any ¢f the crev frou vne Coastguard Station
would come out to the Pier. 'IT +as customary fer Lhem to
cone out when & becat was arriviing. The recainder of tre
varty went around to the steamer and saw the skipper of the
poat 1n his cabin and explained the purpose of their call.

He explained that tnose rafles and ammunition were thne
property of the Suedish Government and were supplied to ships
Tor the purpcse of exploding driftairg manes at sea. He said
he nad no objection to our taxing the stuff, but that 1t was
without his consent, so we took the arms and ammunition.

While the raid was 1n progress cnd ocur men on tne steanmer

a boat vhistled atv the lighthouse. Two cca

]

tguards came out
and these were held up and made prisoner watil the raid vas
over. They were varned then net to come ashore for hael? an

nour; but they did not come ashore for an hour. Six rifles



12.

and three poxes of ammunition were taken to our dump at
Tnsodigue and we used some of 1t on the Ffollowing day to

fire a volliey at the funeral or cne of our members who had
died a day or sc earlier. The Chief Customs offacer in Fenit,
named Mahony, met me the morning after the fald 1then g01ng by
train to Tralee. He called me 1nto the carriage with him, ssys
saying tnat he wanted 50 have a word with me. He said to me:
"I don't know vhether you are aware there 1s a bit of a
complication as far as intelrnational law 1s concerned. There
vere rifles takeén off a Swedishk koat at Feait. I don't think
the men who carried out the raid vere aware of the inter-
national lav involved. I should like to sce Peddy Cahill and
explain the position to ham”.

He contacted Paddy Cahill ia Tralee and explained the
position to him, with the result that orders were issued to
us to put those riafles and ammunation hack vhere we ot them.
Ve got them back the next night, but when we handed them back
the skipper Lold us that members of the crev hed small arms
which were their cwn personal property, and if ve wished
to mae 2 deal with these we could do so. Actually, we
purcnased two revolvers and ammunlition.

about this time there were a number of desertions from
an fast Lancashire Regiment whach was stationed in Tralee.
te facilitated their escave from Tenit. lLater, twe civilians
rrived 1 Fenit. They posed as deserters endeavouring to
get avay. They asked for certain people by name, inclucing
the cowmpany captain, Jick iloriarty. Their movemerts were
suspicious and 1t was decided that no information would be
given to them. They returned leter in tne Gay to Tralee by
train, but were taken off the train at Kilfenora and bLrought
tc Barrow for interrogation. It vas then discovered that
they were tvo British officers who were sent out for the

purpose of checkirg up ocn the means used to get the descriter

47}
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avay. Having varned tner not to return to the area, they
were released. Actvally, 1t was lnoe''n they did returnas
members of a rald;ng party tazat came to the area a day or
twvo later.

We planred an ambush to take place at the Spa. The
Black and Tans used to come occasionaily to Fenit from Tralee
and 1t was arranged that we would ambush them a2t the Spa
at 11 a.m. On the day selected for the attack, we occupied
positions on both sides of the road 2% 2 sharp bend and
renained there until about % p.m. Information leaked out
that we had been-seen there and ve had to evecuate the
position. They actually did not come out on the day of
the planned embush. Then a campaign went on of trencning
and blockading rocads rignt up to the Truce. At the time
1t wvas & martial law area. The Black and Tans bhurned the
local hall in Kllfénora oune nrignt.

There was a man naried Sheeny (since deceased) who had
tried hard to get into the Volunteers. He had been 1n the
British army duvring the farst Vorld Var. It was decided
that we would nov taxe him into the Volunteers, but he
kicked up a row with two of .our lads in a publichouse in
the village anrd, as a resvlt, there was a pit of a fight.
He subseguently joined the Black and Tans and was one of the
most active men or raids around the distr.ct. Przor to his
Joaining the Black and Tans he was accused of gaiving
1nrorration to the R.I.C. ir Tralee as to sore of the
persomnel vho wvere on the actacik of the barrack in Ferit.

Irn kis absence a courtmarticl was held cn nia in ardfers
and some of the lads were inclined to have aim executed.

It was dscided ther that tney would tar nim. This vas dore,
but, as 1t had been decided that 1t wvas not to be carried
out by t.:e local fellows, men from arother area did the job.

Te thas day, I am accused of being one cf the mer *tho dad it



1k,

and his sister 1s quite convinced about my part in 1t.

lhen the Black and Tans Were disbanded, Sheehy went with
them to Svransea. He came back once about five years ago
and my brother in layw sav nim come i1n the gate, but did not

recognise nim until Sheeny told nhim vlio he vas.

(Mark J.Kenna)
Date: 475155.
3/5,/55
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Witness: @M ,éél/

(Sean Brennan) Lieut.-Col.
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