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Tullamore, Listowel, Co. Kerrv,

I was born in Tuliamcre, Listowel, in the month
of karcn, 1892, I was sent to the locel 'zticnel Scnocl
unti1l I was 17 years of age. When I left school I

went +o vork on my father's farm.

I joined the Volunteers when they were first
formed here in Tullamore in early 191hL, e f'crmed
part of the Ballydonohoe Company and were alwsays known
s the Bailvdonohoe Company. The strength of the
comparny was 8C men. Qur drill instructor w&s an
2x-British soldier ramed Jacik Somers. Fe drilled with
wooden rifles at the tine, The company ceased to
exist after Redmond's speech at Woodenbridgze 1in
2c. Wicklcw when he called on the Volunteers tc join
the British Lrmy.

/
The company was reorganised early in 1917.

The first officers were Paddy Walsh, Company Captain,
(later Killed in Gortaglana by the Black ard Tans)

and Mick Kissane, Lieutenant. They were clected by
ballot. The strength at first was abocut 70

but after a short time it increased to over 80. Ve
draiiled, paraded and had route marcnes up to the end
of the year. Ar ex-R.I.C. men named Tom Kennelly
wes our draill instructer. Kennally was one of the
first men to resigzn from the R.I.C. after Easter Week,
1915, as a protest against the occup=stion of Irsliand
by British troops. He later became Q/C of Morth

Kerry Flying Column when it wzs formed in Jdanuvary, 1921.



During the conscription scare early in l9i8
we zot 1ntc the company a few extra Volunteers, all of
whom remdined faxthful to the corpany when tha scare
was over. Driiling was intensified during the pericd

and continued to the end of the year.

In the saxe year the local company paraded to
Listowal anl took part in a demonstration witn the
Volunteers of Listowel, Lixnaw and other companies,
for the use of the 'taﬁn", Listewsl, as a cov park.
The ;Lawn' was the property of Lord Listowsl and
comprised abcut thirty acres. It was required ty the
people of Listowel, many of whom were Voluntsars, for
tillage plots and a cow park. Cn th2 day of the
demonstration agreenent was reached between the
Volunteers and tensnts of the "Lawn' - two local farpers -
after which the Volunteers, wath a nuvmber of horses and
ploughs, entered on the 'Lawn' and ploughed it up.

4 strong force of military was present on the occasion,
but they did not interfere when informed that the

tenants had agreed to forego their claim to the land.

In the sammer of 1318 a feis was to have been
held in Listowel but 1t was proclaimed by the authoritiszs
at the tinpe. This company paraded to Listowel on the
date [ixed for the feis anl returned to Ballydcnohoe
in the evening. The feis was later held near ssgdeoe
tut notice of it was not published beforehand.

Volunteers informed the public of the time and plece.

It was over before the R.I.C. were aware of 1it.

Oralling contizmied during the yeer 1319.
Ia this year Paddy ™Walsh resigned as Captzin of the

Company, with the result that I was appointed Captain.
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Mick Kisszne rsimeined 1lst Lieutenant and Patrick Walsh
became 2nd Lieutenant. About the 2utuan of this yeer
an order was receiwved from the Battalion Commandant,
James Sugrue, %0 collect all arms in the company area.
With the help of tne men of the company, I collected
approximately 200 shotsuns, 2 miniature rafies and a few
old revolvers. During the vear a Sinn F2in Court

was established in the area, kembers of the court
included Gerry Kenneily, Tom $'Donchos, Darny Flavin

and T.D, 0'Sullivar, llembers of the company coilacted

funds for the DAil Bireann loar around the same time.

In iercn, 1920, thz Battalion Staff, urder Jares
Suzgrve and Tomr Kennelly, decided to attack, and capture

if possible, Ballybunior R.I.C. berracis. The attacking

'S

party consisted of about 5C men armed with about two
rifles, shotguns and revolvers. Members of the local
cempanies of Balilydonchoe, Ballylongiord, Ballydaff,
Agdee, Listowel and Ballybunion trenched and blocked

roads for the occasion.

nen the attacking party resacred Ealliybunion
Suzrue divided the men into four sections. T was in
charce of a section of ten men U‘o occunzed the public-

r<e diractly oprosite thne barracks.
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nouse of Jane

Uther sections cccupied positicns to the north and

south of the barracks, wnile the fourth section

a

occupled < Dosition at the redar.

Ths section on the south sides wes located in a
nouse aajoining tixe barraciks. They had tc remove an
0ld couple from the house to a place of safety before
they cccuwpied it%. This section had a nome-made mine

-

ith whaich 1t was intended to blow up the dividiag wail



between the barrecks and th2 house 1n the rst instance.
The mine was, I believe, made from the wheel-box of é
donkev's cert with the use of gelignite and fusza.

I don"t remember whe was in charge of the section.

The mine failed to exnlode, so Jugrue gave the order
"open fire". Vie immediately opened fire frow all
directions, te which the R.I.C. replied with rifle fare
Firing had lasted for ebout {5 minutes when we decided

to withdraw, having used us nearly all of our ammunition.

About a month after the attack on Balilybunicn
R.I.C. barracks, with the permission of Paddy landers
end Japes Sugrue of the Battalicn Staff five members
of thxs company - Faddy Walsh, Mick 3Jslvain, Patrick
Corridan, John Walsh and 2 men named £hern - whilst
armed wath shotguns, ambushed a party of thres R.I.C.
at Tale Eridge, Listowel. Tne R.I.C. were returning
from & court 1u Listosrel to thsir barracks in
Ballylonzford. The five men toock up positions at tne
side of ths road. ¥hen the R.I.C. reached the
amtush position they were called on to halt. One
of the R.I.C. drew nhls revolver to fire, with the
result thet our men opened fire with shotzuns. A
Sergeant, whose name w2s KcKenna, was shot dead and

one R.I.C. man was wounded. Twe thlrd R.I.C. men
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& ditch and escavped. Two revolvers were
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Some coupls of months later the Listomwel

1)

attalion, to which this company was atiached, wes
divided and & new battalion, which became known as tie
Lixnaw ttalior, was formed. This company then

becams attached to the Lixnaw Battalion. The fairst



0/C of the Lixnaw Battilion was Steve Grady. He ceased
to be active and was relieved of his post after a short
while. Tom Kennelly, who had been Battalion 0/C of
Listowel before the battalion was divided, was appointed
Battalion Commandant in place of §teve Grady. Bob
McEllicott then became Battalion C/C of Listowel

Baettalion.

In August of tnis year Tom Kennelly dscided to
attack and capture the Coastpuard Staticn at Cashin.
Selected wmeubsrs of this company, as well as members
cif Ballyduff and Ballybunion, tocok part. A couple
of the men had rifles. I and the others had shotguns.
Having surrounded the building Kennelly and I
arproached a guuard on duty near the burlding and ordered
"hands up". 3e was not armed. vWie then called on thne
men inside to surrender. They refused at first.

We fired a few shots, after which they shouted out that
trey would surrendsr. When they came out ve went in
and removed a couple of women, as well as tne personal
furniture of a couple of the gvards, to a private

house nearby. We then set the buildarng on fire with
the use of retrol. We got no arms. They had been

removed by the guards soime fime earlier.

At the end cf October an order was received by
the Battalion Staff from F.J. Cahill, Briecade 0/C,
Lo carry out an attack on enemy forces in the
battalion area on Hovember Eve,. Selected men of this
company met a number of men of the Rallybuaion Corpany
2t the szndhills, Ballybhunicn, where we Ascided to
ettack & police patrol wno usually parsded up <nd down

the Main St. of Zallybunion every night from about



10 p.m. tc 12 midnighi. Tomr Kennelily vas In charge.
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kembars of the attackin arty toox up rositions
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on each side of the street near side streets and lanes.
I, with four other men, was allccated & position in the
shop of a men named Shortiss on the corner of one of
the side streets and M¥Main Street. 1 was armed with a
revolver and shctzun. My dnstructions were to open
fire in the fairst instance when the patrol, whlqh

usually nwibered siz or seven, cgme into the ambush

position.

Cne ¢l our men in 2 section which hed been
placed in 2 pcsition to cover the barracks, accidentaily
discharged a shot just before 10 o'clock. The result
was thet the patrol remained indoors and d41d not come
out that night. The police, on hearing thes shot,
openad fire from the barracks. We nad to retire back

tc our company aresas.

About the month of December an order was
received from P.J. Cahill, Bragade O/C Kerry No. 1 Braigade,
of which this battalion formned part, to shcot a

T
Distract Inspector 0'Sullivan wno had just arrived in

r—l

:1stowsal, Tom Kennelly asked for Volunteers at a
Battaiion Council meeting one nizht. i voluntsered to
do the job, as well as Mick Galvan and T.P. 0'Shea of
tiiis cowmpany. 'y arranzement with Cor Brosnen and

Dan Grady of Hewtownsandes Company, we decided to

me2t in Listowel cne night around the end of December
and shoot C'Sullivan on his way home to tea from the

barracks in Listowel.

e met in Listovel as arranged. After walting

arcund nesar the barracks for a wnile, a local scout



informed us that 0'Sullivarn had cezsed 0 zo home to his
tea and was probably haevinz it in the barracks, Te
then withdrew. He was. eventvally snot in dariight on
the 2Cth Jaumary, 1921, by Con Brosnen, Das Gredy and

sack ahern, while 2 men nzned JackX Sheehan acted as

scout,

Early in the month of January a Flying Coclunn
for Nerth Herry was formed.  Tom Kennelly became 0/C,
wnile Denis $nalle becanme Vice O/C. I was appeinted
Battalion C/C in Kennelly's place. My house becauwe

.,

he headguarters of the column. 431 dispetches from

m

the Brigade (/C were received and transmitted from my

13

house. he strenzinh of the ccluun was 30 men
And included, apart from Tom Kennelly, kick Falvin,
Tim Zayes, Paddy Corridan, Tilchuel Purtill and T.F,

C'Shea of tnis company.

On the 22né February, 1921, attacks were carried
out by the column on police patrols xn Ballybunion

and Fallylergford. The column was divided fer the
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rurpese, helif going to Balliybunion aad th
naif to Eallyliongferd. I Sook charge of the attack
in Ballylongford, while Tom Kennelly took charge of the

attack in Ballybunion.

When we arrived on the outskirts of Ballylongford
village a local scovt met us and took us into the
village, while mermbers of tne local company acted es
scouts for tke ocgasion. I was armed with ¢ shotgun.

There were & few rifles among scme of the other men.

The remainder had shotzuns.

We toox up positions in side streetis and waited



fcr the natreol to appeanr, The vpatrol usuelly
consisted of three Zlack end Tans., e were in
p051tion§ for about an hour. In the meantime single
policemen passed up and down the street, but we let
them go 2bout their business as we wanted o get a few
of them together. oventually three appeared. Cne
left the party and turned into a2 nearby house, The
other two aprproached my vosition. Vhen they caue
3ithain rarze I crdered "fire". In my position I nad
5$iX men. They opened fire at once. (ne poliicepman
dropped dead, the other was wounded. The one v'ho

rad gene into tne nouse apseared When he heegrd the
shecoting. I ordered hnim to surreader. He refused.
T fared at nim.and weunded him, We subseguently
ccllacted tve Colt revolvers, Tne Black and Tan who
em2rged from ine hovse was not zrmed. Having collected

the revolvers we retreated tec Newtownsandies area.

The follewing day several lorry losds of Black
and Tans arrived in Rallylongford and burnsd down
several shops, a creamery and a nurber of private houses.
They tco¥ out several residents and ssverely ill-treated

then.

About the month of June I, with severzl members
of the column, decided to ambush two policemen who
usually visited & Protestant Church at Rathoo, Bellyduff,
oh Sunddy mornings. "fe had mede upy our minds to let
them attend church first and ambush them on tueir retuvrn.
We were armed witlh snotguns and took up tosiilions some
Gistance from the chwureh. It so happened thet they

did unot attend church that morninz, s0 We W
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LAfter this tne colunmn vwas dispanded for some
weeks. It reassembled early in Jvly, and from then
tc the Truce activities vere few, During the Truce

I attended training campss at Lisnaw and Eallyconry.
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(Edmond J. Walsh)
Date: Z4A‘// 54
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Titness:

(John J. Daly)
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