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STATEMENT BY LIEUT.-COLONEL JOHN M. MacCARTHY,

"Dunard", 225 Cabra Road, Dublin.

I have already recorded a comprehensive statement

for the Bureaun of Military History - W.S.883.

Here I deal with a single episode - the execution
by the I.R.A. of an alleged spy, Patrick D'Arcy, in June,
1921, in West Clare. My association with that event
was to serve as one of the links - possibly the opening
link - in the chain of circumstances leading to D'Arcy's

conviction as a spy or inforumer.

In the latter half of May, 1921, we (East
" Limerick Brigade, I.R.A.) seized a quantity of documents
contained in a captured British aeroplane. Among these
documents were a number of copies of a "top secret"
bulletin, issued over the signature of Major-General
Strickland, the Commander of the British &th Division at
Cork. This secret document was entitled, "Weekly
Intelligence Summary" and dated 17th HMay, 1921. It
covered the province of Munster, mainly under the
headings of the various I.R.A. Brigades therein, and
comprised Intelligence data gathered by the British in

relation to those Brigades and their personnel.

I extracted the relevant entries in the document
and transmitted them to all the Brigades concerned.
This was done within a day or two of 17th May, 1921.
Among the entries relating to West Clare Brigade, and

transmitted to that Brigade, was the. following:-

"Willie Haugh and 20 others had been living

in a dug-out in a bog in the Moyasta-
Shragh district.™



.-

This quotation-is from the original copy of the
"Summary" in my possession. (A further original copy
of the "Summary" has been deposited by me with the
Bureau of Military History, and it will alsoc be found
gepesited as an appendix to "No Other Law", a book by
Ma jor Florence Qf'Donoghue, to whom I loaﬁed |y Copy

and gave permission to reprint it.)

In recent years, I have heard the guegtion of

. D'Arcy's execution raised in one form or another.

Being aware that one of these re-openings of the issue
resulted in enquiries being set on foot by the
Intelligence Section, Army Headquarters, I arrangead
with the Director of Intelligence to have the result

of those enquiries made available to me.

In consequenée of that arrangement, the
confidential Intelligence Section file, G2/5335, was
passed to me, with permission to extract therefrom such
papers as I thought relevant and to substitute certified
true copies theredf on the file. This was done, the
file being returned to Intelligence Section and the

/

A
extracted documents comprise, eight (8) statements or

memorgnda, as follows:

(1) Statement by 413837, Corporal Michael
Russell.

(2) Statement by Commandant Thomas

Marrinan.
(3) Statement by Major C. Whelan.

(L) Letter from Commandant J. Barrett.



(3) Memorandum (in the handwriting of
Colonel D. Bryan) of a
statement by Captain

Martin Chambers.

(6) Memorandum (in the handwriting of
Colonel D. Bryan) of a.
statement by Commandant

Liam Haugh.

(77 Carbon cépy of a report to Minister
(i.e., Minister of Defence)
by Colonel D, Bryan, dated
29th May, 1945. |

(8) Carbon copy of a similar report,

dated 8th March, 1946.

I subjoin biographical data as to the five of

the above-mentioned persons known to me.

@"%M L‘Mz‘;

SIGNED: s
(J«M. Macfarthy)
DATE: _ B, 4 S§ .

3

WITNESS: v - . K?"‘*' Somanotl

V
(M. F. Ryan) Comd't.




Col. D. Bryan

Ma jor C.
Whelan

Commdt. Liam
Haugh

Commdt. T.
Marrinan

Capt. Martin
Chambers

BIOGRAPHICAL

DATA.

Status at date of his

. statement or memo.

Director of ‘
Intelligence,

Army Headguarters.

Staff Officer,
Army Headguarters.

Retired Army Officer.

Officer,
Cavalry Corps,
Defence Forces.

Officer, attached
Western Command,
Defence Forces.

Previous status

and associations,

Volunteer, .
Dublin Brigade,

I.R.A.

Officer,
West Clare
Brigade,
I.R.A. ‘
Officer,
Flying Column and
West Clare
Brigade,
IIR.AI
Officer,
West Clare
Brigade,
I.BIAI v
Officer,
Flying Column, and
West Clare
Brigade,

I.R.A.



-

S M . o5l (
P : ' .
y.‘_'.
.\ . BUREAY OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-27

BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1973.9]

T [No. w_.sf/,/trf} ] |
1 /ﬁé,,,.‘/. s de- 418837 /‘7*’""( /74%
| Hazacll, 7% Futi JZ,IL%Z 7@ o
i/%h‘:‘ at fhe degrn 7 Zan

| Ja«»., A nalice 7’;&54 IE Betlalo /- K. R

| hemites e ‘é : GZ; w Al 42504&4
. - 92/, :

LS iy et

W Rows Sl ) abons Plliick oarey, ,A:.e

'Wof ) e :‘ e SR

| (fprhieg ans cke g ireceld o gy
F ] 7 der Ke Corlipmelz

o

who mmo in Harge 7/ ‘ Naogtra
: . . | .
. _ O Avrio A i’ L2

.
s rlne Maw/'s‘“"" NV @A il Kite

Dhles Aowae, Ae atso Aext a | o . ek
% wdiih Lo oo "MM‘:‘;W/’W'“:
. ok A ek memeniics L
. o Zl oo A i _
e e R W
St Ly erliadly wny il



Gy e iy o o ek



0/&9,03
—_— .
T .
g o2
: Ao aveo < -
Qe Lo faotta,
7z

AT
o / No. 4363y /d
B 4 At /7 7 F5
it s A R (6F
il briaecd Jy Yo /07;4/45

Mned

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913.21

A

_BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1813-21

- |No. W.s" T g




. n

¥ Y —
{ BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 101321 | -
I SURO STAIRE MILEATA 1913-21

1No. W.S. |, 145 |

Patrick Darcy, Cooraclare, Co. Clare,

Statement taken from Comdt. Thomas Marrinan:

After the lapse of a qﬁarter of a century I am
not guite certain ot the detalls which led up to the

- death of Patrick Darcy. Further I wish to state thet

I am not aware of the investigation into the incidents
which led to his arrest, but I am aware that he was
tried by a Court consisting of five officers, four of
whom were members of the Brigade Staff and one the
EBattalion Commander, By unanimous vote of the Court
he was found guilty of the charbes anc sentence was
duly executed,

Some short time after Larcy's execution this case
was re-opened on regrecentatlcns from Q.C, Mic~Clare
Brigade. 7Thie investigation into the Findings of the
orlglnal Court was conaucted by the late General Loin
Q' Duffy

I am positive that during this investigation no
evidence was put ‘forward that would in any wey reflect
on any member of the Court ano I can furiher ztate that
at'ter the investigation the late General O'Duffy expressed
to me the opinion that Darcy's sentence was Justified.

I remained in Clare for scme years after this and at
no. time 'cid I hear any suggestion that doubt had bheen cast
on ithe Findings of the Court.

I know of no reascn why it should e suggested ik Lat

I could assist in or give any information that would hbe
of use in clearing Patrick Darey's name.
ae Consr

4 4ol
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; I have now seen all the officers and other military
/personnel mentioned in certain correspondence as being able
to give information which would clear or assist in clearing
‘patrick Darcy's reputation. None of-the persons mentioned had
‘any such information to give and knew of no information which
had come to light since 1921 which would in any way alter or
affect the decision and action then taken with regard te :
Patrick Darcy. Statements to this effect have with one
exception been obtained from all the personnel concerned.

None of the personnel interviewed were familiar with the-
complete details of the case from start to finish, although
they were practically all familiar with certain aspects of the
matter. Some of them were in addition rather hazy on detalls
after the lapse of a quarter of a century and none of them
could supply datea. ' :

. 'The statememt.s taken, with one or two exceptions, do not.
deal with the circumstances in so far as they are known to
the military personnel and merely state that the personnel
concerned know of no new information affecting the case. 1In
the case of Corporal Russell, who had to be specially brought
from Limerick, a more detaliled statement was obtained. In the
cage of-Commdt. Haugh, no written statement was obtained for
special reasons but notes of the information which he had is
available. It afterwards tramnspired that although he wasg a
principal in certain aspects of the case, he was not in fact
a principal in the prior investigations.and therefore was
unable to supply anything like the information anticipated
when it was decided to send an officer specially to interview

nim. .

Most of the military personnel mentioned had heard of an
investigation or enquiry conducted by the late General O'Duffy
into this case some months after the Truce and evidently on -
the same occasion that he visited Clare for the purpose of -
organising the lst Western Division. None of the personnel
interviewed by me were present at the enquiry but they state
that they were informed at the time that General O'Duffy found
that the action taken with regard to Darcy was justified. They
further state that at the time there was no action taken or
suggestion made which would in any way indicate that General
O'Duffy did not confirm or approve of the action taken with
regard to Patrick Darcy and that further the enquiry was held
at least some months beforethe split or civil troubles which
might have distracted attention from this. investigatiocn. One
of the officers mentioned - Commdt.. Marrinan - was not
actually present at the enquiry or called as a witness. He
has given me a statement attached (4ppendix "A%) in which he

. states that after the enquiry General O'Duffy expressed the -

opinion to him that the sentence imposed on Darcy was
Justified. On the other hand, Commdt. Joseph Barrett,
formerly of the Mid-Clare Brigade, has given me a statement

- attached (Appendix *B*) in which he states that General O'Duff

made another statement on the Darcy case. Commdt. Barrett als
states he obtained some other informstion on the case from a
person in Clare now dead. In the event of a general |
re-investigation being made of this case it will be necessary
to have this information considered. It is briefly that a
Solicitor in Clare who had contacts with the British ‘military

authoritiesSececsses

L
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“ authorities in Clare mentioned he had reason for_beiieqing.
that Darcy was not guilty. , . , LAY

The only officer from outgide the lst Western Division
who-was with General O'Duffy on the occasion he.organised the
Division, which would also appear to be the occasion on which
he conducted.the enquiry, 1s now Commdt. Breen of the .Army
Medical Service and he never heard of the Darcy case.,

Most of the regretted and considerable delay, in this case
has been due to the effort to trace any records General O'Duffy
might have had or more particularly officers who might have
had some knowledge of those records. From the initiation of
the enquiries it was realised that generally speaking there
are few or no records in the Department of Defence going
further back than approximately June, 1922, The only
information with regard to the West Clare Brigade in Military
" Archives is an account of the Brigade's activities compiled .
years afterwards by one of the officers mentioned in the - .
correspondence as being familiar with the case, In.this !
account the officer concerned only refers in a guarded and
remote way to the Darcy incident and his execution in the
account, is regarded as completely justified, The . |
investigations would tend to- confirm the view widely held at
the time of General O'Duffy's death that he had in his
possession a considerable number of papers relative to his .
national activities at various periods. On the other hand, an
*officer who had something to do with his staff at the time -
does suggest that General O'Duffy would after his return from
Clare only have held and kept in his files papers relative to
his duties as Deputy Chief of Staff and Director of .-
Organisation. - This officer suggests that any papers he
brought to Clare relative to the Darcy “case and ‘any Teport he
submitted on it.on his return would have been passed to the
officer responsible for initiating .the further enguiry in the
- Darcy case.. That officer might have been the Minister for
Defence; the Chief of Staff; the Director of Intelligence; or.
- poseibly the adjutant General. The prospects of finding 1n'the
Department of Defence or otherwise any records kept by General
O'Duffy are therefore exceedingly remote. . - R : .

A e -
ol In view of the conflict of evidence as to his actual :
decision after his enquiry in the Darcy case it would seem that
certain senior Army officers of that date not now in service
might be able to give some information.on this particular 1issue,

) . CGLONEL.
~ (Den Bryan).. C

€.5.0. G.2 BRAKCH. e

29th May, -1945. L - ‘ o
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Patrick Darcy, Cooraclare, Co,'ciare.
This note is intended to briefly recapitulaté
the result of’my‘@nvestigat;ogs in this case,

- "Originally I was only givén‘tﬁg'jdb of ‘ﬁ{ g _
inveéstigating two particular points by the Taoiseach.

T These‘werp -

(1) If a number of specifically ‘named officers still

' serving in the Army knew of any reasons which
had arisen since Darcy was shot which might
alter the original decision in the case, and

(2) If it were possible to trace any official notes:

or records of the enquiry which General O'Duffy
held in connection with this incidént at some
period after the Truce in 1921.

. 1'have since seen all the officers originally
mentioned and a number of other officers and
individuals. with the exception of Commandant.
Joseph Barrett, they all state that no information _
hag come to their notice why the original decision in

~the-case of Fatrick Darcy should be altered.

I again attach‘asinppendix YA a'cbpy of Commdt,

' Barreétt's report to me. I should state that while I

really know nothing about the Dalton case, 1 under- °

-8tand 'he was a Volunteer from Limerick who was

executed as a spy or at least for persistent
association with enemy forces. After the Truce I
understand his (Dalton's) case was re-investigated
and it was decided he should not have been executed. -
Commdt. Barrett also states he has some other new
information on the Darcy case, which of course would’™
require consideration if there is a general '
re~investigation of it,

On the other hand I again also attach as
Appendix 'B' a copy of Commendant T. Marrinan's
8tatement in which he states General O'Duffy told
him after the investigation that the sentence on
Darcy was justified. - - n -

The only personal opinion I will express is the

_view that if General O'puffy's investigation dia
clear Darcy, 1t is surprising that the result of his

investigation did not become generally known at léast.

"in higher Volunteer circles at that time.

I have made extensive enquiries as to the
existence of a note or record of General O'Duffy's
investigation or its result but cannot trace such &~
document, I cannot however, exclude the possibility:
that such a documenl is amongst 0ld unsorted records’
in thie or other Departments or in private handgp I
know that & considerable number of papers formerly. -
held by General O'Duffy are in the hands of privage



individuals. _
It must be remembered that the Department of
Justice and the Garda have conducted other enquiries
in this case, The Commandant of the West Clare
Brigade at the time of the incident is & Garda
officer and I understand he is the person who
suggested that the records of General O'Duffy's
enquiry should be in the Department of Defence. In
addition, practically all the officers interviewed
stated he was the person who knew all the facte.

Generally, 1 must state that,although as a
result of suggestions many other people have been
approached and certain people are still exploring
one or two possible sources of informetion, I have
no more information as to the O'Duffy enquiry than
that given in my report-of the 29th May, 1945.

- Further, I am not hopeful that any more information
will be forthcoming. : . _

~{Dan Bryam).
C.S.0. G.2 BRANCH

COLCNEL.

Sgﬂﬁgrch, 1246.
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